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2 delegate 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers, 
International Union of......... 105 Chale Kerker, 1063 Kelly street, New York 
1 
= f 64 | —F Klo etzky, Box —— Cal. N.Y. 
6 Fran oschang, Box any, N. 
Barbers International Union, Jour-, 61 : Jas. C. Shanessy, 603 Burlington Building, 
DEYMEN ....- rennen. St. — Mo. 
et George K. Smith, 471 10th street, Oak- 
| land, Cal. 
Bill Posters and Biflers of A., Na- 
tional Alliance................ | 14 A. P. Tighe, southeast corner Ninth and 
| Plum streets, Cincinnati, Ohlo. 
| 33 J. W. Kline, 585 Monon Building, Chicago, 
Blacksmiths International Brother- oo on. J. Mockler, 640 Farm avenue, Web. 
hood Tree, ster Grove, 
33 George Ku Kendall, 655 Galaycago street, 
' _ Denver, Colo. 
Boilermakers aad Iron Ship Build- , 76 Josep A. F Franklin, Law Building, Kansas 
ers of America, Brotherhood of.. > 76 George F. Dunn, 354 N. Arsenal avenue, 
oo Indianapolis, Ind. 
Bookbinders, International Brother-, 
hood o....................... 79 Robert Glockling, 4 Emerson avenue, To- 
ronto, Can. 
| ' 6 Chas. L. Baine, 246 Summer street, Bos- 
| ton, Mass. 
6 Emmet T. Walls, Box 409, Brockton, Mass. 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union.... 5 64 Nellie O’Boy, 23 First Parish Building, 
| Brockton, Mass. 
64 James F. Kane, Box 104, Rockland, Mass. 
i 64 Alvin C. Howes, Middleboro, Mass. 
: &0 | Louis Kemper, Rooms 109, 110 and 111 
| Odd Fellows Temple, Cincinnati, Oblo. 
| “> | A. J. Kugler, 68 8. Orange street, "Newark, 
Brewery Workers’ International: | | oN. J. 
Udlon ....................... 5 | Frank Koralek, 1007 10th street, Denver, 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


®ı John Sullivan. 193 Bowery, New York City. 
so. Edmond F. Ward, 1117 Columbus avenue, 
Boston, Mass. 
34 Frank Men dian American Central 
‚fe Building, Indiana 8 
Bridge and Structural Iron Work) $3; John T, Butler, 116 «. North street, Buf- 
’ ; alo, N 
3 John H. "Barry. 1907 Wright street, St. 
{ Louis, Mo. 
Broom and Whisk Makers Union, 
International .............000. x James McKinzic, Denver, Colo. 
(27 Frank Duffy, Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
- 257 | Wm. D. Huber, Rox 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
| W. A. Sexton, 4300 E. First street, Los 
; Angeles. Cal. 
Carperters and Joiners of .A., United | 254 M. oven wy 67 Saratoga avenue, Roch. 
rotherhood of.......... |||‘ \ 956 | Thon 8 2080 W. 12th street, Chicago, 
| ze | 8. Botterill, 26 N. 19th street, Hast 
Pee ERS J. 
156 I "Reilly, 714 Fifth street N. E., 


iv. 


Organisations. 





Carpenters and Joiners, 
mated Society. 
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Carvers Association of N. A., Wood 


Car Workers, International Associa- 
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Cement Workers, American Brother- 
hood of 
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Clerks International Association... 
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Coopers International 
N. A. a eoewnsee 


Union of 


.-.—.... ....... ..ä.e.nn 


Electrical Workers of America, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 


eeeeee 


Elevator Constructors, Internation- 
al Union 
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Engineers, International Union of 
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iremen, International Brotherbood| 
of Stationary.................. 


Fitters and Helpers of America, In-| 
ternational Association of ‚Steam! 
and Hot Water.. 


Flour and Cereal Mill 
International Union 
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A. C. Sanders, 873 Dundas street, Toronto, 
an. 

Wo. Fyfe, 299 W. 153d street, New York 

Herbert Crampton, 28 Abbott Court, Chi- 


Cc ) . 
Frank Detlef, 230 Woodbine street, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


P. F. Richardson, Rooms 1205-1208 Star 
Building, 356 Dearborn street, Chicago, 


Martin Goellnitz, 214 Mechanics’ Bank 
Building, San Francisco. 

Thos. E. Keough, Mason and Market 
streets, San Francisco. 

Samuel Gompers, 423 G street N. W., 
Washington, D. 

Thomas Tracy, 11 Appleton street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

J. Mahlon Barnes, 180 Washington street, 
onicago, I 

French, Care Room 820 Monon 
80. 

John I. "Smith, 1112 Locust street, Kansas 

Max "Morris, 315 Appel Building, Denver, 

H. I. "Conway, Room 912, 153 La Salle 


street, Chicago 
A. B. Loebenberg, 47 E. Main street, De- 


pur III. 
F. Manning, 423 G street N. W., Wasb- 

Dann 

Herman Robinson, 25 Third avenuc, New 
York City. 

James A Cable, Suite A, Board of Trade 
Building. Kansas city, 

Thomas ‘cManus, 161 Freeman avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Frank J. cNulty, Pierick Building, - 


2180 Grenshaw street, 


Frank ahh ot 2336 8. 15th street, Pbila- 

e 

Matthew” Comerford, 510 E. Eighth street, 
Brooklyn, Y. 

Robert A. McKee, 606 Main street, Peoria, 


m 
P. C. Winn, 1668 N. Sawyer avenue, Chbi- 


Huddell, 606 Main street, Peoria, Il. 
é: us Shamp, 2502 N. 18th street, Omaba, 


Timothy 193 Bowery, New York 

J. W. ‚Morton, 198 E. Madison street, Chi- 

W. R Costello, 188 Crown street, New 
Haven. Conn. 

J. Sullivan, Rooms 82-4-6, Poli Building. 

New Haven, Conn. 


A. FE. Kellington, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Healy, 


316 Corn Exchange, 


George Bechtold, 1028 Franklin avenue, St. 
Louis, Mo 
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delegate 


Freight Handlers and Warehouse- [ 39| P. J. Flannery, 210-212 S. Halsted street, 
men’s International Union of Chicago, Ill. 
America, Interior..... .........2 | J ogeph ‘Wilitams, Yondorf Building, 210 





Halstead street, Chicago 
Arthur Kahn, P. O. Box —X Toronto, 


39 
Fur Workers of U. S. and Canada..| | 4 x p 
n 
88 — Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
Ten York. 
88 | B. A. Larger, Rooms 116-117 Bible House, 
New York. 
Garment Workers of America, United| 5 88 M. Schwarz, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
88 | V. Altman, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 


| 
| New York. 
{ 
( 
| 





87 | S. L. Landers, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 
30| D. A. Hayes, 930 Witherspoon Building. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
29 | Harry P. Ioag, 1932 N. 13th street, Terre 
Haute, Ind. . 
29 | Arthur’ Muhleman, 3936 Eastern avenue, 


| Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Glove Workers Union of America, 
International ....... ccc cee ces t & | Miss Agnes Nestor, Room 506, Bush Tem- 
; ple of Music, Chicago, I Il. 
44 ' James Duncan, Hancock Building, Quincy, 
Granite Cutters International Asso- Mass 
ciation ...... ....... ....... .. 3 | ; James "Cruickshank, Box 91, Barre, Vt. 
. Isaac C wombe, 145 Railroad avenue, Brook- 


lyn, Y. 
John x ‘Moffitt, 24 Lincoln Place, Orange, 


Glass Bottle Blowers Assoctation. .' 


{ 
1 
| 


Hatters of North America, United. . 3° 


% 8 ES 


Martin Lawlor, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York City. 
2s James I’. Maher, 11 Waverly Place, New 


net 
22 
” 
” 
2 


ty. 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers’ I: H. a Stemburgh, 114 Caldwell avenle, El- 
' mira 
| 


Union of America, International. | 2 36 D. — 144 North street, Boston, 


3 ver, Colo 
Canada. International. en? 30 | John ‘Morrissey, 2274 Drake avenue, Chi- 
cago 
7% T. J. Sulilvan, 86 Franklin avenue, Hart- 
| ford, Conn. 


Building, Cinclnnati, O. 


Hotel and Restaurant Employes In- 77, Wm. Q. 8 ullivan, 932° Clinton avenue N., 


ternational Alliance, etc........ 3 


| 
| 
| 
| 7 | Jere I. Sullivan, 610 Commercial Tribune 
1 
I 


Rochester, N. Y. 
| 77 ı Thos. S. Farrell, 60 rublic Square, Cleve- 


land. ©. 
77: John H. Wallace, 11 Springfield avenue, 
Newark, N. J. 

[341 P. i Ms \rdle, 506 House Building, Pitts- 


Pa 
33 | John i Richards, 203 G street, Granite 
ity 
David 2. Davis, Bleakely avenue, New Cas- 
tle 
Gustav Ehret, 141 W. Third avenue, Den- 
ver, Colo. 
Lathers, International Union of ( William J. McSorley, 401 Superior Bulld- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio. 


33 
4 
29 
Wood, Wire and Metal......... =. 29 : John T. Taggart, 154 E. 54th street, New 
20 
20 


Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gamated Association of......... 3 


Jewelry Workers Union of America. I 


York City 


Laundry Workers International John J. Manning, 602 Second avenue, Troy, 


| 
| 
Union, Shirt, Waist and........ 2 : Miss Carrie Parmer, 316 14th street, San 


Francisco, Cal. 
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leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of. . . 1 


Lithographers, International Protec: 
tive ope Beneficial Association. | 


Lougsboremen’s International Asso- 
clation 20. ce ew eee | 4 


Machinists, International Associa-| 
thom Of... 0. te et rcs 


. 
w? 


Marble Workers, International As- 
wociation .. 2... . cee wwe ee eee cove 7 


ws 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, | 
ete., International Union of N. A. = 


Metal Workers International Alli- 
ance, Amalgamated Shect....... 


Mine Workers of America, United. . 


Mouldersa Union of N. A., Joterna- 
itomal o 0... ee ee ee we 


Musicians, American Federation of. 4 


delegate 
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Name and address of delegates. 


John J. Pfeifer, l’ostal Building, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


BE. F. Hart, Denver, Colo. 

banlel J. Keefe, ool Elks’ Temple, Detroit, 

W. E. Fuller, 314 Omaha Building, Cbhi- 
cago, III. 

John I. Bowler, 38 Maple street, Ashta- 
bula, Ohio. 

vO. oO „Connor, 63 Kingston Place, Buf- 
alo, N. Y. 

James O'Connell, Room 405, McGill Bulld- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

Eugene Sarber, Room 305, Howard Build- 
ing, Nt. Louis, Mo. 

tl Churchill, 250 Broddway, E. Somer- 
ville, Mass. 

T homas Van Lear, 1929 University avenue, 

Paul, Minn. 

A, * Stark, 102 E. Lexington avenue, Bal- 

timore, Md. 


Walter V. Price, 105 W. 138th street, New 
York Clty 
Kay ard W. Potter, 124 Park avenue, Utica, 


Homer’ D. Call, SOL Cortland street, Syra- 
curse, N. Y. 

A. B. Grout, Rooms 407-8-9, Neave Bulld- 
ing, U incinnati, ©. 

James J. Dardis, 546 E. Jersey street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

M. O'Sullivan, 41 Madison Ave., Grafton, 


N. 

Hugh Frayne, 1711 Summit avenue, &Scran- 
ton, Fa. 

C. D. Wheeler, 667 Lake street, Chicago. 


T. L. Lewis, State Life Building, Indian. 


apolix., Ind. 

W. D. Kyan, State Life Building, Indlan- 
apolis, ind. 

John P. White, State Life Building, Indlan- 
apolis. Ind. 


John Mitchell, 28t Fourth avenne, New 
York City. 


W. RB. Wilson. Blossburg, Pa. 


G. W. Savage, Ruggery Building, Colum 
bus, Ohlo. 
John H. Walker, Care Farmers’ Bank. 


Jos. F. Valentine. Pr. O0. Box 690, Clocin 
path, Ohio. 

John P. Frey, 1’. O0. Box 689, Cincinnati. 
Ohlo. 

R. in Curran, Reservoir avenue, Rochen- 


ter, N. Y. 
Patrick F „Pony. 79 Tillary street, Brook- 
ly 


John N lurtaugh. Box 699, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Owen Miller. 3535 Pine street, 8t. Louis, 


n. N Carey, 95 Markham street, Toronto. 


Can. 

George 1). Woodill, 2538 N. Sixth street, 
Philadelpaia, Pa. 

Joseph F. Winkler, 134 F. Van Buren 
street. Chicago, Hl 
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Painters, Decorators und Paper- 
hangers, Brotherhood of 


Organizations. 








Pattern Makers League of N.A.... 


Paving Cutters Union of U. S. of 


A. and C.......... eeeese#2e¢se eoee#e 
Photo Engr vers Union of N. A., 
Interna onal wee cee ce tee eee 


Plate Printers Union of N. A., In- 
ternational Steel and Copper... J 
| 


Plasterers, International een 
tlon of Operative 


oe ee nvn aero eve vee @ 


Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit-| 
ters, etc., United Association of.. 


Post Office Clerks, National Federa- 
tion 


eseeenvneve ee eres eee ere ere eee eae 


Brotherhood of 


a7 eoevewneereaeneewm eee vane 


Potters, National 
Operative 


Printing Pressmen’s Union, Inter- 
national .......... 0.02 ....... 
Quarry Workers, International 
Union ot N. A................ 


Railroad Telegraphers, Order of... 
Railway Clerks, Brotherhood of... 


Railwa Employes of America, 
Amalgamated Association of 


Street and Electric............. 


Roofers, C ition, Damp and 
Waterproof. Workers, Internation- 
al Brotherhood of.............. 
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Jos. ©. Bahlhorn, 923 Concord avenue, De- 


troit, Mich. 
Jos. C. Skemp, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 
Jacob Tazeiaar, 3 K. 17th street, New 
York City. 


Emil Arnold, 226 W. Melrose avenue, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Chas. J. Eisenring, 2134 St. Louis avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Chas. A. Cullen, 2 Fairmount avenue, Wor- 
cester, Maas. 

James Wilgon, 403 Neave Building, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

J. E. Quinn, 144 W. Madison street, Chi- 
cago, Ii. 


Jobo Sheret, L. Box 116, Albion, N. Y. 


Andrew J. Gallagher, 416 Oak street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 


. George !’. Foster, 1209 Girard street N. W., 


Washington, D. €. 
John Donlin, 385 Lomis street, Chicago, 111. 
Peter G. Cook, 36 Union Road, Roselle 
Park, N. J. a 
James O'Connor, care 2909 Wylie avenue, 


Pittsburg, Pa. 

John G. Twyford, 767 Capp street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

John R. Alpine, 401-6 Bush Temple of 


Music, Chicago, Ill. 

Wm. J. ‘Tracy, 232 N. Ninth street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Thos. Clark, 61 E. 39th street, Chicago, QI. 

Wm. paik, 2007 W. 28th street, Cleve- 
and, 


Edward B. Goltra, 
Chicago, Ill. 


io. 


401 W. 64th street, 


Thomas J. Duffy, Box 30, East Liverpool, 
o 


OÖ LJ 

George M. Martin, 894 E. State street, 
Trenton, N. J. " 

Geo. L. Berry, Lyric Theater Building, 
Cincinnati, io 


Gee. Morgan, 631 

olo. 

Thomas Ritchey, 382 S. Broadway, Denver, 
Yolo. 

James J. Torpey, 101 W. Maple street, 
Denver, Colo. 

P. vr McCarthy, Scampini Building, Barre, 


Jesse Miller, Scampini Building, Barre, Vt. 
li. B. Perham, Star Building, St. Louis, 


Mo. 
R. P. Rubin, Star Building, St. Louis, Mo. 
D. G. Ramsay, Unity Bullding, Chicago, Il. 


w. 14th avenue, Denver, 


Wilbur Braggins, 307 Kansas City Life 
Building, ansas City, Mo. 


. Mahon, 601-603 Hodges Building, 

Detroit, Mich. £ 

Magnus Sinclair, 167 Church street, To- 
ronto, Can. 

D. 8. Fitzgerald, 230 Washington avenue, 
New Haven, Conn. 


Alec. Doull, 2651 18th street, Denver. Cola 


vill. 


Organizations. 


Seamen’s Union, International..... 


Shingle Weavers Union of A., In- 
ternational ........ccc cre ecces 


Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers 
International Union...........- 


Slate and Tile Roofers Union of A.. 


Stage Em 
ilance, 


Stonecutters Assoclation of N. A.. 





Stove Mounters International Union 


Switchmen’s Union of N. A....... 


Tailors Union, Journeymen........ 


International Brother- 
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Teamsters, 
hood of 


Textile Workers of America, United 


Tile Layers and Helpers Union, In- 
ternational Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic 
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Tin Plate Workers, International... 


Internationa 


or ner Tre ® 


Tobacco Workers 
Union 


Typographical Union, International. 
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Wood Workers International Union, 
Amalgamated 






© 


I 


Ge 





DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


Name and address of delegates. 


64 | wm H. Frazier, 14% Lewis street, Boston, 


ass. 
Victor A. Olander, 143 W. Madison street, 


Chicago . 
Andrew Furuseth, 44 East street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 


Edward Stack, 71 Main street, Buffalo, 

J. G. Brown, 317 Labor Temple, Seattle, 
Wash. 

Hugh Kirk, 235 Fulton street, Elisabeth, 

Wm. W. Clark, 1460 St. Louis avenue, East 


St. Louis, Ill. 
Lee M. Hart, State Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 


| Patrick T. Barry, 11 National street, Bos- 


ton, Mass. 

Jo. Evans, 1404 Osage street, Denver, Colo. 

James F. McHugh, 20 Sixth street N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

Frank S. Byrnes, 527 Chapala street, Santa 
Barbara, Cal. 


‘ John Carey. Baker street near 10tb, De- 
| ch. 


troit, M 
Frank T. Hawley, 326 Brisbane Bullding, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Samuel E. Heberling, 4606 York street, 
Denver, Colo. 
: John B. Lennon, Bloomington, Ill. 
Hugh Robinson, 3 hent street, Hamilton, 
nt. 
D. G. Biggs, 2710 Russell avneue, St. 
Louls, Mo. 
E. J. Brais, 717 Superior avenue, Cleve- 
land, Oblo. 
ID. J. Tobin, 147 East Market strect, 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
Patrick D. Daley, 9 Allston street, Charles- 
town, Maas. 
Harry McCormack, Care James Dooley, 
515 Hudson street, New York City. 
John Golden, Box 742, Fall River, Mass. 
Samuel Ross, 602 Cottage street, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 


Charles IT. Leps, 232 N. Ninth street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

George Powell, Rooms 18-20, Reilly Block, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 

A. McAndrew. 50 American National Bank 
Building, Louisville, Ky. 
. Lewis Evans 50 American 
Bank Building, Louisville, Ky. 

James M. Lynch, Room 642, Newton Clay- 
pool Bullding, Indlanapolis, Ind. 


National 


Frank Morrison, 423 street N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 
Max S. Hayes, 310 Champlain avenue N. 


W., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Hugh Stevenson, 146 
Toronto, Can. 

. W. McCullough, Care Omaha Bee, 
Omaha, Neb. 


James AH. Hatch, 145-147 E. 534 street, 
New York City. 

D. D. Mulcahy, 101 Magnolia street, De- 
troit, Mich. 

Richard Braunschweig, 174 Burling street, 

Chieawo, TI. 


McPherson street, 
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Arkansas State Federation of Labor. 
California State Federation of La- 


) ..  . .....0 ® 


Colorado State Federation of Labor. 
Georgia Federation of Labor....... | 
Illinols State Federation of Labor. .. 
Iowa State Federation of Labor.. J 
Kansas State Federation of Labor. .! 
Maryland State Federation of Labor 
Massachusetts State Branch....... | 
Michigan Federation of Labor..... 
Winnesota State Federation of Labor 
Missouri State Federation of Labor. | 


Montana State Federation of Labor: 
New Je Jersey State Federation of La- 





New York, Workingmen’s Federation 
of the State of......... ........ 


Oregon State Federation of Labor.. 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor... 
Texas State Federation of Labor... 
Utah State Federation of Labor.... 
Virginia Federation of Labor...... 
Washington State Federation of La- 


....... .... nn 0802 Te eee ene evese 


West Virginia State Federation of 
Labor ........ ccc cc sec none . 


Wisconsin State Federation of Labor! 
Albany, (N (N. Y.) Central Federation 


Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades 
Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council. 
Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union 


Bridgeton (N. J.) Central Trades 
Council ......... 


Brockton (Mass.) Central Labor, 
MION ... os ccc ce eee cece wees . 
Buffalo AI N. Y.) Trades and Labor 
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Name and address of delegates. 


J. FE. te ae. 423 Garrison avenue, Fort 


J. di Dale, 924 Louisiana street, Vallejo, 


Frank J. Pulver, 1722 California street, 
Denver, Colo. 


Jerome Jones, 14% N. Forsyth street, At- 
lanta, Ga. 


ae ne care Pierik Building, Spring- 
Henry H. Boettger, 14717 Washington 


street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Chas. Rocker, 130 N. Market street, Wich- 
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F. H. Williams, 1102 Hanover street, Bal- 
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: Frank H. McCarthy, 99 Union Park street, 


Boston 
Edward —X Ellis, 226 N. West street, Kala- 
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George "B. Howle , 2214 Fourth street N., 
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Harry S. Sharpe, "310 Olive street, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Alex. Fairgrieve, Box 723, Helena, Mont. 

Cornellus Ford, 728 Willow avenue, Hobo- 
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Frank Keough, 27 Bond street, Rochester, 

W. G. Richards, care 717 Superior avenue, 
N. E., Cleveland, Ohio 

C. Ae Young, 162 Second street, Portiand, 

Patrick Lynch, 2023 Carpenter street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 
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Austin Davis, Tribune Office, Salt Lake 
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_ John Dowling, 323 North 23d street, Birm- 
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ton, Mass. 


James J. Dunn, Cumberland Hotel, Bridge- 
ton, N. J. 


Frank W. Gifford, 540 Main street, Brock- 
ton, Mass. 


John C. Johnston, 365 Hampshire street, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

James A. "Hood, 107 W. Sixth street, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 
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Name and address of delegates. 


John Mangan, 7700 Lowe svenue, Chicago, 


Julius T. Johnston, 1429 Lowe avenue, 


Chicago Heights, In. 


Frank I. Rist, 1311 Walnut street, 
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Elias Breldenbach, 29 Glencoe avenue, Day- 
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William Tobin, 2033 Curtis street, Denver, 
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J. E. Strait, 922 State street, East St. 
Louis, I 


. A. Breitenstein, 503-504 Chamber of 
Commerce Building, Enid, Okla. 


Phil. Wurster. Evansville, Ind. 


C. E. Moore. Fort Collins. Colo. 
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ex. 


Alex. Peterson, Commercial Union Grocery, 
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Mont. 


Norval White, 707 Highland avenue, Steub- 
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Emmet Flood, 
Chicago. Mil. 
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Arthur A. Hay, Labor Temple, Los Angeles, 
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Thomas Kane, 
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W. <A. Chrisman, 
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Mra. Anna McKee. 
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Puablo (Colo.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 


Rochester (N. Y.) Central Trades: 

and Labor Council...... | 
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Assembly 
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A. C. Hamlet, 324 N. Sixth street, St. 
Joseph, Mo. 
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Louis, Mo. 
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Chan Ya Smith, 612 F street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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Robert J. Riddell, 220 FE. 124th street, 
New York City. 
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J. E. Snyder Gen. Del., Girard, Kan. 

William Hall, Jamestown, N. D. 
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Ernest Bohm, 210 Fifth street, New York 
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Francis Creamer, 229 E. 47th street, 


York vite 

James W all, 6 Newbury street, Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

John R. Dunn, 25 Frankfort street, New 


York City. 
G. L. Frazier, Fairbury, Neb. 


| Thomas J. Curtis, 1452 Third avenue, New 


York City 
Melvia Richter, Denver, Colo. 


Archibald McDonnell, 2076 Washington 
avenue, Denver, Colo. 
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H. Skinner, 1 Caxton Hall, Chapel street, 
Salford, Manchester, England. 

John Wadsworth, Miners Office, Barnsley, 
England. 


P. M. Draper, 112 Florence street, Ottawa, 
Ontario. 


Mrs. Raymond Robins, 372 W. Ohio street, 
Chicago, Il. 

Charies Stelzie, Room 700, 156 Fifth ave- 
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Geo. B. Lang. 
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To British Trades Union Congress. | From British Trades Union Congress. 





Samuel Gompers. (John Burns. 
1885 1B. J J, MeGuire. 1894 David Holmes. 
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1896 EAN Strasser. 1895 | James Mawdsley. 
1897 {eo R. MeNell. 1896 } John Mallinson. 
James Duncan. ‘Edward Harford. 
1898 Harry Lioyd. 1837 | J. Havelock Wilson. 
James O’Connell. j William Inskip. 
1898 {Thomas F. Tracy. 1898 | William Thorne. 
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John A. Moffitt. (William Abraham. 
1906 Tomte Wood. 1904 | James Wignall. 
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James Wilson. | Davd Gilmour. 
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1908 Andrew Furuseth. 1907 David J. Shackleton. 
James J. Creamer. John Hodge. 
1900 John P. Frey. 1908 John Wadsworth. 
B. A. Larger. (H, Skinner. 
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1898 Thomas I. Kidd. 
- 1899 James H. Sullivan. 
1900 W. D. Mahon 


1898 David A. Carey. 
1899 David 4 Carey. 
1900 David A 


1901 John R. O’Brien. 
1902 D. D. Driscoil. 
1903 John Coleman. 
1904 John H. Richards. 
1906 Frank Feeney. 
1906 Thomas A. Rickert. 
1907 Robert 8. Maloney. 
1908 Hugh Frayne. 

1908 Jerome Jones. 


Carey. 


P. „Draper 
J sh ennedy. 
James Simpson. 
John A. Fiett. 
William V. Todd. 
Samuel L. Landers. 
W. R. Trotter. 
P. M. Draper. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 


LABOR 





PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all 
countries, a struggle between the capitalist 
and the laborer, which grows in intensity 
from year to year, and will work disastrous 
results to the toiling millions if they are 
not (combined for mutual protection and 
venefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, 
in Convention assembled, to adopt such 
measures and disseminate such principles 
among the mechanics and laborers of our 
country as will permanently unite them to 
secure the recognition of rights to which 
they are justly entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves fn favor 
of the formatioa of a thorou Federation, 
embracing every Trade and bor. Organi- 
zation in America, organized under the 
Trade Union system. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I.—NaME. 


This Association shall be known as THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 


ARTICLE I1.—OpsJects. 


SECTION 1. The object of this Federa- 
tion shall be the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local Trade and bor Unions, and 
the closer federation of such societies 
through the organization of Central Trade 
and bor Unions in every city, and the 
further combination of such bodies into 
State, Territortal, or Provincial organiza- 
tions to secure legislation in the interest 
of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National 
and International Trade Unions, based 
upon a strict recognition of the autonom 
of each trade, and the promotion and ad- 
vancement of such bodies. 

Sec. 3. The establishment of Depart- 
ments composed of National or Interna- 
tional Untons, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, of the same industry 
and which Departments shall be governed 
in conformity with the Laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Src. 4 An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions, 
to ald and assist each other; to aid and en- 
courage the sale of union-label goods, and 
to secure legislation in the interest of the 


working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor 
of organized labor. 

Sec. 5. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ARTICLE III.—-Convenrior. 


SECTION 1. The Convention of the Feder- 
ation shall meet annually at 10 a. m., on 
the second Monday in November, at such 
place as the delegates have selected at the 
preceding Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair ard call 
the Convention to order, and preside during 
its sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, con- 
sisting of fiftecn members each, shall be 
appointed by the President: First, Rules 
and Order of Business; second, Report of 
the President: thtrd, Report of the Secre- 
tary: fourth, Report of the Treasurer ; fifth, 
Resolutions; sixth, Laws; seventh, Organi- 
zation; eighth, Labels; ninth, Adjestment : 
tenth, Local or Federated Bodies; eleventh 
Education; twelfth, State Organization: 
thirteenth, Boycotts; fourteenth, Building 
Trades (to which shall be referred all griev- 
ances that involve only building trades, and 
all other matters pertaining exclusively to 
the building trades). 

Src. 4. The President shall direct the 
chief executive officers of three National or 
International Unions, at least ten days pre- 
~vious to the holding of the Annual Cenven- 
tion, to appolnt one delegate each from 
their respective delegations-elect, who shall 
compose an Auditing Committee. The com- 
mittee shall meet at such place as the Pres- 
ident of the American Federation of Labor 
may direct, and at such time prior to the 
Convention as the President may determine 
is necessary for the proper performance of 
their duty: and they shall audit the ac- 
counts of the Federation for the preceding 
twelve months, and report upon credentials 
immediately upon the opening of the Con- 
vention. The expense of said committee 
shall be pald out of the funds of the Fed- 
eration. 

Src. 5. Resolutions of any character or 
propositions for changes in this Constitution 
can not be introduced in the Convention 
after the fourth day’s session, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Sec. 6. The Convention shall have power 
to order an executive session at any time. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a 
bona fide Trade Union shall be permitted to 
address the Convention or read papers 
therein, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Convention. 

Sec. 8. Party politics. whether they be 
Democratic, Republican, Sociallstic, Populis- 
tic, Prohibition. or any other. shall have no 
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Isce in the Conventions of the Americap 
ederation of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business 
goverfing the preceding Convention shall 
be in force from the opening of any Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor until new rules have been adopted by 
action of the Convention. 

Sec. 10. <A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of not less than 
one-fourth of the delegates attending a Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 11. No grievance shall be consid- 
ered by any Convention that has been de- 
cided by a previous Convention, except upon 
the recominendation of the Executive Coun- 
cil, nor shall any grievance be considered 
where the parties thereto have not previ- 
ously held a conference and attempted to 
adjust the same themselves. 


ARTICLE IV.—RwepeesenrtTaTIon. 


SECTION 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: rom National 
and International Unions, for less than four 
thousand members, one delegate; four thou- 
sand or more, two delegates; eight thousand 
or more, three delegates; sixteen thousand 
or more, four delegates; thirty-two thousand 
or more, five delegates, and so on. From 
Central Bodies, State Federations, Federal 
Labor Unions, and Local Unions having no 
National or International Union, one dele- 
gate; provided, however, that Local Unions 
and Federal Labor Unions herein referred to 
located in one city shall have the right to 
uaite in sending a delegate to represent 
them unitedly. Only bona fide wage workers 
who are not members of, or eligible to 
membership in, other Trade Untons, shall 
be eligible as delegates from Federal Labor 
Unlons. 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at 
least two weeks previous to the Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the names of such delegates 
shall be forwarded to the Sceretary of this 
body immediately after their election. 

Bec. 3. Questions may be decided by 
division or a show of hands, but if a call 
of the roll is demanded by one-tenth of the 
delegates present each delegate shall cast 
one vote for every one hundred members 
or major fraction thereof he represents, 
but no City or State Federation shall be 
allowed more than one vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for 
use of the Convention printed poll lists, 
containing the number of votes the delegates 
from National and International Unions are 
entitled to, based upon the average mem- 
bership during the year, from reports made 
to the office of the Federation not later than 
September 30 preceding the Annual Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 5. No organization or person that 
has seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled, by the American Federation of Labor, 
or by any National or International organi- 
zation connected with the Federation, shall, 
while under such penalty, be allowed repre- 
sentation or recognition in this Federation, 
or In any Central Body or Nationl or Inter- 
national Union connected with the American 
letieration of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section. | 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be entitled 
to representation unless such organization 
has applied for and obtainrd a certificate of 
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affiliation at least one month prior to the 
Convention, and no person shall be recog- 
nized as a delegate who is not a member 
in good standing of the organization he is 
elected to represent. 


ARTICLE V.—Orricers. 


SECTION 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall cohsist of a President, eight Vice 
Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to 
be elected by the Convention on the last day 
of the session, and these officers shall be the 
Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary 
shall be members of the succeeding Conven- 
tion in case they are not delegates, but 
without vote. 

SEC. 3. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organisation connected with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire 
on the first day of January succeeding the 
Convention. 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary 
shall engage suitable offices in the same 
building at Washington, D. C., for the trans- 
action of the business of the organization. 

Src. 6. <All books and financial accounts 
shali at all times be open to the inspection 
of the President and Executive Council. 


ARTICLE VI.—DvotTigs OF PRESIDENT. 


SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the 
President to preside at the Annual Conven- 
tion; to exercise supervision of the Feder- 
ation throughout its jurisdiction ; to sign all 
official documents, and to travel, with the 
consent of the Executive Council, whenever 
requited, in the Interest of the Federation. 

rc. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an 
itemized account of all moneys, traveling 
and incidental, expended by him in the in- 
terest of the Federation, and shall report 
his acts and doings to the Annual Conven- 
tion of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. The President, if not a delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a tie. 
but shall not vote at other times. He shall 
be required to devote ali his time to the 
interest of the Federation. 

Src. 4. The President shall call meetings 
of the Executive Council, when necessary, 
and shall preside over their deliberations. 
and shall receive for his services such sum 
as the Annual Convention may determine, 
payable weekly. 

Fc. & In case of a vacancy in the of. 
fice of President by death, resignation, or 
other caase, the Secretary shall perform the 
duties of the President until his successor 
is elected. In that event it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to Issue, within six 
days from the date of vacancy, a call for 
a meeting of the Executive Council at head- 
uarters for the purpose of electing a Presi- 
ent to fill said vacancy. 


ARTICLE VII.--DtTies oF SECRETART. 


SECTION 1. The duties of the Secretary 
shall he to take charge of all books, papers. 
and effects of the general office; to conduct 
the correspondence pertaining to his office; 
to furnish the elective officers with the 
necessary stationery: to convene and act 
as Secretary at the Annual Convention. and 
to furnish to the Committee on Credentials 
at the Convention a statement of the finan- 
cial standing of each affiliated body: to for- 
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ward on March list and September ist of 
each year to the secretaries of all affiliated 
organizations a list of the names and ad- 
dreases of secretaries and organizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all let- 
ters, documents, accounts, etc., in such man- 
ner as the Annual Convention may direct; 
he sball receive and collect all moneys 
due the. Federation, and pay them to the 
Treasurer, taking his rece pt therefor; 2° 
vided, that be may retain In his han a 
sum not ex $2,000 for current ex- 
penses, which money shall be paid out only 
on the approval of the President. 

8c. The Secretary shall submit to 
the Auditing Committee, for thelr inspec- 
tion, vouchers for all moneys expended; 
close all accounts of the Federation on 
September 30 of each year, and all moneys 
received or disbursed after such date shall 
not be reported in the general balance ac- 
count of the ensuing Convention. He shall 
publish a financial report monthly in the 
“American Federationist,” and send one 
copy to each affiliated body, and such ad- 
ditional number of copies as may be or- 
dered and paid for by any organisation 
connected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond 
of $2.000 for the faithful performance of 
bis duties, and for his services he shall 
receive such sum as the Annual Convention 
may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. The retary shall issue stamps 
to Local and Federal Labor Unions, which 
shall be used by such unions with which 
to receipt for membera’ dues. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the dnty of each In- 
ternational, National, Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Union affiliated with the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor to furnish to the 
Necretary of the American Federation of 
Labor a y of all official reports issued 
by such affiliated organizations, containi 
a statement of their membership in g 
standing, and to furnish such additional 
statistical data as may be called for by 
the Secretary of the American Federation 
of Labor as may be in the posseasion of the 
respective anions. 


ARTICLE VIII.—Dctirs or Treasvarr. 


SECTION 1. The Treasurer shall receive 
and take charge of all moneys, property, 
and securities of the Federation delivered 
to him by the Secretary or other officers of 
the American Federation of Labor. All 
funds of the American Federation of Labor, 
exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, shall be 
deposited by the Treasurer in bank, or 
banks, on Interest bearing certificates of 
deposit in the name of the American 
Federation of Labor, and in order 
to be cashed shall require the signa- 
tures of the Treasurer, the President, and 
Secretary of the Federation. The Treas- 
urer shall collect the Interest on all such 
certificates or other deposit at the expira- 
tion of each six months, and y the 
same over to the Recretary. The Treasurer 
shall deposit in open account in bank, or 
banks, in the name of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor es Treasurer, all amounts 
in his possession not on certificates of de- 
poatt, and before any money thus deposited 
can be drawn, each check shal! be signed by 
him ss Treasurer. A copy of this section 
«hall be forwarded by the President of the 
Federation to each bank upon which the 
Federation holds certificates of deposit. 


- dent and countersi 


Src. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, 
through the Secretary, all warrants regu- 
larly drawn on him, ed the Presi- 

ed by the tary, as 
required by this Constitution and none 
others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to 
the Annual Convention a complete state- 
ment of all receipts and disbursements 
during his term of office, and at the ex- 
piration of his term of office he shall de- 
iver up to his successor all moneys, se- 
curities, books, and papers of the Federa- 
tion under bis control; and for the faith- 
ful performance of his duties he shall give 
a bond in such sum as the Executive Coun- 
cil may determine. The annual salary of 
the Treasurer shall be $500. 


ARTICLE IX.—ExECUTIVTB COUNCIL. 


SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legislative 
measures directly affecting the interests of 
working people, and to Initiate, whenever 
necessary, such legislative action as the 
Convention may direct. 

Src. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organise new Na- 
tional or International Trade or Labor 
Unions, and to organize Local Trade and La- 
bor Unions, and connect them with the Fed- 
eration until such time as there is a sufficient 
number to form a National or Interna- 
tional Union, when it shall be the duty of 
the President of the Federation to see 
that such organization Is formed. 

SEC. 8. hen a National or Interna- 
tional Unfon has been formed the President 
shall notify all Local Unions of that trade 
to affiliate with such National or Interna- 
tional Union, and unless said notification 
be complied with within three months their 
charters shall be revoked. 

Suc. 4. The Executive Council shall also 
prepare and present to the Convention, in 
printed form, a concise statement of the 
details leadin up to approved and pending 
boycotts (and all matters of interest to 
the Convention), and no indorsement for a 
boycott shall considered by the Con- 
vention except it has been so reported by 
the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own. affairs, it 
shell be the duty of the Executive Council 
to secure the unification of all labor or- 
ganizations, so far as to assist each other 
in any trade dispute. 

SEC. 6. Whenever the revenue of the 
Federation shall warrant such action, the 
Executive Council shall authorize the send- 
ing out of Trade Union speakers from place 
to place in the interests of the Federation. 

Ec. 7. The remuneration for loss of 
time by members of the Executive Council, 
organizers, or speakerg engaged by them. 
shall be $5.00 r day, hotel expense and 
actual railroad fare. 

Src. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
ower to make rules to govern matters not 
In conflict with this Constitution, or the 
constitution of affiliated unions, and shall 
report accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other 
than that of the President, by reason of 
death, resignation, or other cause, the 
President shall make such vacancy known 
to the Executive Council, and shall call for 
nominations. The names of all nominees 
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shall be submitted to the Executive Coun- 
cil, and it shall require a majority vote 
of the Executive Council to elect. Upon 
each unsuccessful balloting the name of 
the candidate receiving the lowest num- 
ber of votes shall be dropped. 

Sec. 10. All Local Trade Unions and 
Federal Labor Unions bolding charters di- 
rect from the American Federation of La- 
bor desiring the assistance of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in trade disputes, 
shall submit to the President of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor for approval by the 
Executive Council, the full statement of the 
grievance, and shall receive within twenty 
(20) days from the President an answer 


as to whether they will be sustained or 
not, and no benefits shall be d where 
a strike takes place before the Union 


has received the appxpval of the Executive 
Council. 

Sec. 11. No charter shall be granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to any 
National, International, Trade, or Federal 
Labor Union without a positive and clear 
definition of the trade jurisdiction claimed 
by the applicant, and the charter shall not 
be granted if the jurisdiction claimed is a 
trespass on the jurisdiction of existing 
afillated unions, without the written con- 
sent of such unions; no affillated Interna- 
tional, National, or Local Union shall be 
permitted to change its title or name, if 
any tréspass is made thereby on the juris- 
dictlon of an affiliated organization, with- 
out having first obtained the consent and 
approval of a Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; and it is further pro- 
vided, that should any of the members of 
such National, International, Trade, or Fed- 
eral Labor Union, work at any other voca- 
tion, trade, or profession, they shall join 
the union of such vocation, trade, or pro- 
fession, provided such are organized and 
aMliated with the American Federation of 
sabor. 

Sec. 12. The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall only 
have power to revoke the charter of an 
affiliated National or International Union 
when the revocation has been ordered by a 
two- majority of a regular Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, by a 
roll-call vote. 


ARTICLE X.—REVENUE. 


SecTION 1. The revenue of the Federa- 
tion shall be derived from a per capita 
täx to be pald upon the full paid-up mem- 
bership of all affillated bodies, as follows: 
From International or National Trade 
Unions, a per capita tax of one-haif of one 
cent per member per month; from Local 
Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions, 
ten cents per member per month, five cents 
of which must be set aside to be used only 
in case of strike or lockout; Local Unions, 
the majority of whose members are less 
than eighteen (18) years of age, two cents 

r member per month; from Central and 

tate bodies, $10 per year, payable quar- 
terly. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled 
to a seat In the Annual Convention unless 
the tax of their organization, as provided 
for in Section 1 of this Article, has been 
paid in full to September 30 preceding the 
Convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affliated with 
this Federation not paying its per capita 
tax on or before the 15th of each month 
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shall be notifled of the fact by the Secretary 
of the Federation, and if at the end of three 
months it is still in arrears it shal! 
become suspended from membership by the 
Federation, and can be reinstated by 
a vote of the Convention when such ar 
rearages- are paid in full, as provided 
in Section 2 of this Article. 


ARTICLE XI. —LocaL CENTRAL BODIES. 


7 other central body of delegates’ shall 
any other cen 0 ega 

admit to or retain in their councils dele- 
gates from any local organization that owes 
ts allegiance to any other » National or 
International, h e to any ted organ- 
ization, or t has been suspended or ex- 
pelled by, or not connected with, a Na- 
tional or International organisation of their 
trade herein affiliated, under penalty of 
having their charter revoked for violation 
of their charter, subject to appeal to the 
next Convention. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all Na- 
tional and International Unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor to 
tered Central Labor Bodies, Desartments, 
er en r es, en 
and State Federations in their vicinit 
where such exist. Similar instructions shall 
be given by the American Federation of 
Labor to all Trade and Federal Labor 
Unions under its jurisdiction. 

Scc. 3. Where there are one or more Lo- 
cal Unions in any city belo to 
National OF anternational Union aMiiat 
w 8 eration, the organ a 
Trades Assembly or Central Labor Union, 
or shall joih such body, if already in exist- 
ence. 

Src. 4. The Executive Council and Lo- 
cal Central Labor Unions shall use all pos- 
sible means to organize and connect as Lo- 
cal Unions to National or International 
Unions the organizations in their vicinity; 
to ald the formation of National or Inter- 
national Unions where none exi and to 
organize Federal Labor Unions where the 
number of craftsmen precludes any other 
form of organization. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
the authority or wer to order any or- 
ganization, aMiated with such Cent La- 
bor Union, or other central labor body, on 
strike, where such 0 ization has a na- 
tional organization, until the proper authori- 
ties of such National or International or- 
ganization have been consulted and 


to such action. 
Sec. 6. te charters may be issued 
to Central Labor Unions, Local Unions, or 


Federal Labor Unions, composed exclusively 
of colored members, where, in the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council, it rs 
advisable and to the best interest of the 
Trade Union movement to do so. 


Sec. 7. No Central Labor Uni or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
authority or power to o ate a boycott, 


nor shall such bodies indorse and order 
the placing of the name of any person, firm, 
ration on an unfair list until the 


or co 

Local Union desiring the same h before 
declaring the boycott, submitted the mat- 
ter in dispute to the Central Body for in- 


vestigation, and the best endeavors on its 
art to effect an amicable settlement. Vio- 
ation of this section shall forfeit charter. 

Src. 8. No Central Body, or Department, 


xviii. 


affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor. shall rejeet credentials 4 by 
a:duly elected or appointed delegation of 
a ‚Local Union, chartered by a National or 
an. International , Union having affiiation 
with the . Federation of Labor; 
provided,. however, that upon -written 
charges signed by at least three delegates, 
any delegate of an affillated Union may, 
upon. cemviction, after a fair trial, be ex- 
pelled or suspended. Action of the Central 
ody, under this seetion, shall be subject 
to appeal to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and no dete- 
gation representing Local Unions affiliated, 
as herein descri shall be suspended or 
expelled until like action is taken. 

c. 9: No Central Body shali take part 
in the adjustment of wage contracts, wage 
d tes or working rules of Local Unions, 
affiliated with a tional or International 
Union, unless the laws of the National or 
International Union permit, except upon the 
request or consent of the executive officer 
of «be Nattonal or International Union af- 

Sere. 10. Local Unions of National or 
International Untons affillated with the De- 
partments attached to the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in any city where a Local 
Department ‘existe, shail not be eligible to 
membership in any Local I rtment unless 
they are connected with the chartered 
Central Body, nor shall they be eligible to 
me in the Central Body unlesa 
they aro afftiated with the Local Depart- 
ment. 


ARTICLE XIL—AASESSMENT IN DEFENSE 
OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Saction 1. The Executive Council sball 
have power to declare a levy of ome cent 
per member per week on all affiliated 
unions for a period not exceeding ten weeks 
in any one year, to assist in the support of 
an affiliated National or International 
Union engaged in a protracted strike or 
lockout. 

Sec. 2. Any Union, International, Na- 
tional, or Local, failing to pay within six 
days the levies declared in accordance wit 
Section 1, shall be deprived of representa- 
tion in Convention of the American Federa- 
tion .of Labor, and in City Central Bodies, 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
‚abor. 


ARTICLE XIIE.— DEFENSE FUND For Loca, 
. TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 


SECTION 1. The money of the defense 
fund shaH be drawn only to sustain strikes 
or lockouts of Local ade and ‘ Federal 
Labor Unions, when such strikes or, lock- 
outs are authorized, indorsed, and conducted 
in conformity with the following provisions 
ef this Article: 


Sac. 2. In the event of a disagreement 
between a Local Union and an e loyer 
which, in the opinion of the Local ion, 


may result in a strike, such Union shall 
notify the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, who shall investigate, or 
cause an investigation to be made, of the 
disagreement, and endeavor to adjust the 
dificulty. If his efforts should prove futile, 
he shall take such steps as he may deem 
necessary In notifying the Executive Coun- 
eil, and if tbe majority of said Couneil 
shall decide that a strike is necessary, 
such Union shall be authorized to order a 


CONSTITUTION AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


strike, but that under no circu 

shall a strike or lockaut be deemed ‘legal, 
or moneys expended from the defense fund 
on that account, unless the. strike or lock- 
out shaH have been first autherised and 
approved by the President and Executive 
Council. 

Sec. 3. When a strike has been author- 
ized and approved by the President and Ex- 
ecutive Council, the president of the Local 
Union interested shall, within twenty-four 
hours, cal a meeting of said Union, “of 
which every member ll be regularly noti- 
filed,” to take action thereon, and no mem- 
her shall vote on such question unless he 
Is in good standing. Should three-fourths 
of the members present decide, by secret 
ballot, on a stri the president of the 
Local Union shall im tely notify the 
resident of the Am ederation of 
Labor of the cause of the matter in dis 
pute; what the wages, heures, and conditions 
of labor then are; what advances, if any, 
are sought; what reductions are offered, if 
any; state the number employed and un- 
employed : the state of trade generally in the 
locality, end the number of persons in- 
volved, union and non-unton. Also the num- 
ber of members who weuld become entitled 
to the benefits herein provided should the 
application be authorized and approved. 

EC. 4. No Loeal shall be entitled to 
benefit from the defense fund unless it has 
been in continuous good standing for one 
car; and no member shall be entiticd ‘to 
venefit from said defense fund unless he 
has beern.a member in good standing in the 
American Federation of Labor for at Icast 
one vear. 


Sec. 5. When a strike has been Inaugu- 
rated under the provisions of Sections 2 and 
3, the American Federation of Labor shali 
pay to the bonded officer of the Unton in- 
volved, or his order, for a period of six 
weeks, an amount equal to four ($4) dol- 
lars per week for each member. Each 
Local Union shall require Its treasurer to 
give proper bond for the safekeeping and 
disbursement of all funds of the lk. No 
benefit shall be paid for the first two weeks 
of .the strike. he Executive Council shat 
have the power to authorize the payment 
of strike benefits for an additional period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a Local Union on 
strike shall be entitled to weekly benefits 
unless he reports to the proper of- 
ficer of the Local Union while the strike 
continues, and no member who shall receive. 
a weck’s work, thtee days to be a week, 
shall receive benefits. Any member refus- 
ing other work while on strike (providing 

d work is not in conflict with labor's in- 
terests) shall not be entitled to any bene- 


fits. 

Sac. 7. Any Union inaugurating a strike 
without the approval of the Executive Coun- 
cil shall not receive benefits on account of 
said strike. 

Suc. 8. In case of lockeut the Executive 
Coundi shall have power to pay benefits if, 
upon investigation, it is found that the 
Local Union whose me are invoived 
did not by their action or demands pro- 
voke the lockout by their employer. 

Sec. 9. During the continuance of 4a 
strike, the executive board of the Local 
Union shall make weekly orts to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor, showing the amount of money dis- 
tributed for benefits, and to whom paid, 
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furnishing individual receipts to the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of Labor 
from all members to whom such benefits 
have been paid, and all other facts that 
may be requ . 

Ec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared 
off, a special meeting of the Union shall be 
called for that purpose and it shall re- 
quire a ority vote of all members pres- 
ent to decide the question either way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the fense 
fund becoming dangerously low through pro- 
tracted strike or lockout, the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor shall have the power to levy an as- 
sessment of ten cents on each member of 
Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions, as- 
sessments to be restricted to not more than 
five per gear; and, further, that there shali 
always a surplus of five thousand 
($5,000) dollars in the defense fund. 

Sec. 12. That no Local shall be entitled 
to any of the benefits of the defense fund 
unless it requires its members to par not 
less than fifty (50) cents per month. 

Sec. 13. at the Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions set aside for the main- 
tenance of a local defense fund not less 
than five cents a month from each member. 


ARTICLE XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. Certificates of affiliation shall 
be granted by the President of the Federa- 
tion, by and with the consent of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, to all National and Inter- 
nation Unions and local bodies affillated 
with this Federation. 

ac. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who 
are favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade 
ur calling is not organized, and are not 
members of any body affiliated with this 
Federation, who will subscribe to this Con- 
stitution, shall have the power to form a 
local to be known as a “Federal Labor 
Union,” and they shall hold regular meet- 

or the purpose of strengthening and 
advancing the Trade Union movement, and 
shall bave er to make thelr own rules 
in conformity with this Constitution, and 
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shall be granted a local certificate by the 
President of this Federation; provid the 
request for a certificate be indorsed by the 
nearest Local or National Trade Union offi- 
ciala connected with this Federation. The 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have authority to appoint any 
person who is a member of any affiliated 
union to audit the accounts of such Federal 
Labor or 1 Trade Unions as the Presl- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor 
may direct and report the result thereof 
to the President of the American Federation 
of Labor. The books and accounts of each 
Federal Labor and Local Trade Union shall 
be at all times open to the inspection of 
auditors appointed under this section. 

Sec. 3. he certificate fee for affillated 
bodies shall be five ($5) dollars, payable to 
the Secretary of the Federation, and the 
fee shall accompany the a plication. 

Sec. 4. The American Federation of La- 
bor shall refer all applications for certifi- 
cates of affiliation from Local Unions or 
Federal Labor Unions from a vicinity where 
a chartered Central Labor Union exists to 
that body for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall 
nted by State Federations of La- 
bor. at power is vested solely in the 
Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and the executive officers of 
National and International Unions affiliated 
therewith. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal La- 
bor Unions shall be chartered in any one 
city. No Federal Labor Union shall be recog- 
nized as affillated if its membership con- 
sists of a majority of actlve members of 
Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of 
delegates from Central Bodies. 


ARTICLE XV.— AMENDMENTS, 


This Constitutlon can be amended or al 
tered only at a lar session of the 
Convention, and to do so it shall require 
a two-thirds vote. 


» 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST DAY—Monday Morning Session 


Auditorium, Denver, Colo., Nov. 9, 198. 


Pursuant to law the regular meeting of 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor was 
called to order by President Gompers at 
10 o’clock a. m., in the Auditorium, Den- 
ver, Colorado. 


President Gompers was introduced by 
Vice-President Max Morris, of Denver. 


The session was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Charles G. Williams, of the 
Hyde Park Church. 


President Gompers introduced Governor 
Buchtel, of Colorado. 


Governor Buchtel—Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen: I count it a great honor 
to have the opportunity of speaking to 
and welcoming the American Federation 
of Labor in the name of the state of 
Colorado. The state of Colorado is one 
of the states where labor has had a great 
reward, and where it has come to have 
a notable recognition in a law adopted 
by the Legislature, signed by the then 
governor and passed by unanimous vote 
of the Supreme Court. I refer to the 
law which shelters the life of the toller 
aad amounts to a practicai insurance on 
hig life—the Employers’ Liability Law. 


I am very proud to be able to say that 
the opinion handed down by the Supreme 
Court on that subject was a unanimous 
opinion. 


I want to congratulate you on the fact 
that you are citizens of this great re- 
public, where every man is a sovereign, 
the one country on earth where there is 
a right appreciation of the value of labor 
and of the dignity of labor. You know 
among all peoples of the earth the one 
nation where we have contempt for only 
one man is this nation—that is, we have 
contempt for the man that has contempt 
for labor, and that is the only man for 
whom we have contempt. 

We want you to have a good time in 
Colorado. If there Is anything I can do 
to minister to your comfort, I will be 
only too glad to do it. If you want any 
advice about where to hear the best 
preaching, where to see the best schools, 
where to see the most beautiful things 
possible to be seen on earth, come up to 
the State House, and you will find the 
doors off the hinges. We want to give 
you a good time. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention the Mayor of Denver, Mr. 
Speer. 
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Mayor Speer—Denver is glad to have 
the American Federation of Labor in her 
midst. We have learned to love many of 
your leaders on account of their devotion 
to the cause of labor, and on account of 
their wise and conservative action in 
times of trouble between wealth and 
labor. In union there is power, and when 
that power is used to enforce just and 
reasonable demands, the people of this 
country say amen. But iff the attempt 
should be made to use it to enforce un- 
just demands, the people would rightly 
condemn it. Personally I believe in la- 
bor organizations. I believe that the 
public conscience of this country has be- 
come so awakened that In a conflict be- 
tween labor and capital right would be 
sure to win. 

We are glad to have the Convention 
here; we are glad to have the repre- 
sentative men of labor from all parts 
of the country with us. We are bene- 
fited by your criticisms, and we are vain 
enough to be pleased with your words of 
praise. As mayor of this city 1 is a 
pleasure for me to extend to you the 
hand of hospitality, the freedom of the 
city, and to assure you that in whatever 
way we can serve you we will be glad 
to do so. You have but to command us. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. George Hally, president 
of the Colorado State Federation of 
Labor. 

Mr. Hally—Mr. President, Ladies and 
Delegates: A little more than a year ago 
several laboring people were gathered 
together to talk over the difficulties they 
were having at that time, and it was 
suggested during that meeting that we 
go to Norfolk, where the Federation was 
soon to meet, and secure the convention 
for 1908 for Denver. We wanted to bring 
you here to show you conditions as they 
exist. Colorado in the past has been 
the battle ground of several of labor's 
fiercest wars, but those times are past. 
We called upon Mayor Speer, and he has 
done everything In his power to make 
this Convention a success. 

In Norfolk we told you of our moun- 
tains, our valleys and our plains. We 
told you we considered this God's coun- 
try, and gave you our reasons for think- 
ine so. We told you, among other 
things, that when you came here you 
would be a mile above sea level. 

I know this Convention ts going to be 
one of the most Important ever held by 
the American Federation of Labor. I 


know that your deliberations will be for 
the benefit, not of any particular section 
Or class, either organized or unorgan- 
ized, but of all labor. I hope the policies 
adopted here will be carried out and 
that they will benefit all Jabor. 

On behalf of the State Federation of 
Labor I extend to you a hearty welcome 
to Colorado and hope that while here 
you will take the opportunity of visiting 
other parts of the state. We would be 
glad to have you do so. 


President Gompers introduced Mr. L. 
M. French, president of the Denver 
Trades and Labor Assembly. 

Mr. French—Mr. President and Dele- 
gates: I have listened carefully to the 
addresses of those who have preceded 
me, and find they have said about all 
there is to say. The president of the 
State Federation of Labor referred to 
the promises made at Norfolk, and stated 
that we intended to carry them out. I 
wish to corroborate that statement. We 
will try to show you a magnificent Colo- 
rado and a magnificent Denver. In be- 
half of the Trades and Labor Assembly 
of the city and county of Denver I wish 
to extend to you a hearty welcome and 
to thank you for your presence here. 


President Gompers responded as follows: 
Governor Buchtel, Mayor Speer, Prest- 
dent Hally, President French—I think I 
speak the sentiments of the  dele- 
gates to this Convention when I 
say your words of welcome are ap- 
preciated tn a far deeper manner than 
is given to me to fittingly express In 
words. We are glad to be in Colorado, we 
are glad to be in Denver. Denver has a 
pecolfar charm for us, Colorado has a 
peculiar charm for us. We represent the 
men and women of toll, the men and 
women who in all countries must always 
be the advance guard of those who con- 
tend for justice and liberty. And the 
pecullar situation, the natural situation 
of Colorado, must inevitably instill into 
the hearts of men the love of liberty and 
into their minds the consciousness and 
determination to achieve justice. Men 
who live in the mountains look high, look 
up. They are never depressed. Their 
hopes, thelr prayers and their work are 
for the future. Here great men have 
lived and died, and none typified in him- 
self to a greater degree the hopes and 
the aspirations of the men of toll: none 
loved his fellows more, and taught men, 
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not only how to die, but how to live, and 
to live, not for themselves alone, but for 
their fellow men, than one who lived 
and worked here—Myron W. Reed. His 
name will ever live in the memories of 
men who love liberty and justice. 

Reference has been very effectively 
made by some of the gentlemen who have 
honored us by their presence and their 
addresses to the question of justice. 
That, in a word, is the principle and the 
fact for which organized labor contends, 
not only for organized labor, but for all 
the: people. But justice is not always 
attained by plous prayer. Labor, strug- 
gling through the ages, has had to con- 
tend even for a very small modicum of 
justice. And as labor achieved some Iit- 
tle degree of justice one decade after 
another it began to organize the tollers, 
and then in the effort to establish the 
best possible relations between employers 
and employes every advance made by the 
workers, every suggestion to reach some 
point of agreement or contact was re- 
pulsed and interpreted as an evidence 
of labor's weakness. We have not al- 
ways had the choice as to whether we 
should engage in conflict or maintain 
industrial peace. If our advances for 
amicable adjustments and industrial 
peace were interpreted to our disadvan- 
tage and we were constantly repulsed, 
then the men of labor would write them- 
selves down for all time cowards if they 
did not make a contest for their rights. 
Even now some interpret the demands 
which labor makes upon modern society 
as evidence of the weakness of the 
American labor movement, of the Ameri- 
can workman. The men of labor may 
be set back, the men of labor may be 
rebuffed, but the cause of justice and 
human freedom is eternal and the fu- 
ture is ours. We will continue to bring 
the gospel of human justice and human 
liberty to the unorganized workers and 
endeavor to bring them within the fold 
of unionism. We will exercise care and 
prudence despite the antagonism which 
may be leveled against us. 

I think I may here paraphrase the 
anecdote of the frontiersman who was 
treed by a bear, and who, finding that 
to save his life he must come down and 
make a fight, decided to offer up a prayer. 
He said: ‘Good Lord, if you can not 
help me don’t help the b’ar, and you will 
see the goldarndest prettiest fight you 
ever saw in your life!’ We ask no power 
on our side except the power of our in- 


telligence, the power of our numbers and 
the power of the ersential justice upon 
which our cause is based. We want no 
contest which can be avoided. When 
there is divergence of interest between 
workmen and employers we shall en- 
deavor, wherever possible, to come to 
some amicable arrangement If they are 
agreeable and intelligently broad minded. 

The men and women of labor, the 
wealth producers, are not content to re- 
main in a position of status in society. 
As the productivity of the workers, both 
in brain and brawn, becomes greater the 
wealth producers make constantly greater 
demands upon modern society, as a re- 
sult of their services to society. Human 
progress and civilization depend upon the 
constantly increasing demands of the 
toilers. Our movement is making for 
that, not in some dim and distant future, 
but to-day and to-morrow and every 
succeeding day. In the hearts and the 
minds of the men of labor there rests 
this germ of hope and encouragement 
that makes of us optimists, optimists 
who see to-day the gleam and the dawn 
of a brighter day for all the human 
family. 


Governor and Mayor, President Hally 
and President French, on behalf of this 
Convention, I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your words 
of welcome and fraternity and good will. 
And to the delegates, on behalf of the 
American Federation of Labor, I bid you 
welcome to this Convention, which is now 
formally declared open. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CREDENTIALS. 


Delegate Coombe, of the Granite Cut- 
ters’ International Association, chairman 
of the committee, read the following re- 
port: 

Denver, Colo., November 9, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to report that they 
have examined the credentials of 331 
delegates, representing 83 International 
and National Unions, 25 State Branches, 
61 Central Bodies, 17 Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, and 6 Fraternal 
Delegates, and recommend the following 
be seated: 


Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America—John 
Weber, Chris Kerker, 10 votes. 
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Barbers’ International Union—W. E. 
Klapetaky, Frank X. Noschang James 
C. Shanessy, George Smith 
votes. 

Bill) Posters’ and Billers’ National Alli- 
ance—A. P. Tighe, 14 votes. 

Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood 
of—J. W. Kline, John J. Mockler, Geo. 
Kuykendall, 100 votes. 


Bollermakers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America, Brotherhood of—Joseph A. 
Franklin, George F. Dunn, 152 votes. 

Bookbinders International Brotherhood 
of—Robert Glockling, 79 votes. 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union—Chas. L. 


Baine, Emmet T. Walls, Nellie O’Boy 
James F. Kane, Alvin C. Howes, 32 
votes. 


Brewery Workers’ International Union— 
Louis Kemper, A. J. Kugler, Frank 
Koralek, John Sullivan, dmond F. 
Ward, 400 votes. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers In- 
ternational Association of—Frank M. 
Ryan, John T. Butler, John H. Barry, 
100 votes. 

Broom and Whisk Makers’ Union, Inter- 
national—James McKinzie, 8 votes. 


Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
Brotherhood of—Frank Duffy, William 
D. Huber, W. A. Sexton, M. LB O’Brien, 
Thos. Flynn, 8. Botterill, J. P. O’Reilly, 
1,796 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society of—A. C. Sanders, illiam 


Fyfe, Herbert Crampton, 81 votes. 
Carvers’ Association of North America, 
Wood—Frank Detlef, 13 votes. 


Car Workers, International Association 


of—P. F. Richardson, 4 votes. 

Cement Workers, American Brotherhood 
ot— Martin Goellnitz, Thomas E. 
Keough, 73 votes. 

Cigarmakers’ International. Union of 


Ameriea—Samuel Gompers, Thomas F. 
Tracy, J. Mahlon Barnes, George R. 
French, John T. Smith, 409 votes. 

Clerks’ International Association, Re- 
tail—Max Morris, H. J. Conway, A. B. 
—ã— F. Manning, Herman 
Robinson votes. 

Coopers’ International Union of North 
America—James A. Cable, Thomas Mc- 
Manus, 49 votes. 

Elevator Constructors’ International 
Union—Frank Feeney, 3 votes. 

neers, International Union of Steam 

atthew Comerford, Robert A. Mc- 
Kee, P. C. Winn, A. M. Huddell, 168 
votes. 

Firemen, International Brotherhood of 
Statlonary—C. Shamp, Timothy 
Healy, J. W. Morton, 173 votes, 

Fitters and Helpers of America, Interna- 
national Association of Steam and Hot 
Water—W. F. Costello, J. J. 
66 votes. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes, Inter- 
national Union of—A. E. Kellington, 8 
votes. 

Freight Handlers’ and Warehousemen’s 
International Union of America, In- 
terior—P. J. Flannery, Joseph J. Wil- 
liams, 78 votes. 


Sullivan, 


Garment Workers of America, United—T. 
A. Rickert, Maler Schwarz, B. A. 


Larger, V. Altman, 8. L. Landers, 439 
votes. 
Glace Bottle lowers’ Association—D. A. 


y P. Hoag, Arthur Muble- 
mar. on, voten. 

Glove Workers’ Union of America, Inter- 
national—Agnes Nestor, 8 votes. 

Granite Cutters’ International Association 
—James Duncan, James Cruickshank, 
Isaac Coombe, 130 votes. 


Hatters, United of North America—John 


A. Moftt, Martin Lawlor, James P. 
Maher, S votes. 
Hod Carriers’ and Buildin Laborers’ 


Union of America International—H. A. 
Stemburgh, D. D'Alessandro, 112 votes. 
Horse Shoers of United States and Can- 
ada, International—Roady Kenehan, 

John Morrissey, 61 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ Interna- 
tional Alllance—T. J. Sullivan, Jere L. 
Sullivan, William Q. Sullivan, Thomas 
8. Farrell, John H. Wallace, 386 votes. 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal 
mated Association of—P. J. McAr le, 
John H. Richards, David J. Davis, 100 
votes. 

Jewelry Workers’ Union of America— 
Gustav Ehret, 4 votes. 

Lathers, International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal—William J. McSorley, 
John T. Taggart, 58 votes, 

Laundry Workers’ International Union, 
Shirt, Waist and—John J. Manning, 
Carrie Parmer, 4 votes. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods, United 
Brotherhood of—John J. Pfeiffer, 40 


votes. 
Lithographers’ International Protective 


and Beneficial Association—J. L. Hon, 
11 votes. 

Longshoremen’s International Associa- 
tion—Daniel J. Keefe, . . Fuller, 
John L. Bowler, T. V. O’Connor, 3815 
votes. 


Machinists, International Assoclation of 
—James O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, H. 
W. Churchill, Thomas Van Lear, A. F. 
Stark, 621 votes. 


Marble Workers, International Associa- 
tion of—Walter V. Price, 22 votes. 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America—Edward W. Potter, 
Homer D. Call, & votes. 


Metal Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and 
Brass Workers’ International Unlon— 
A. B. Grout, James J. Dardis, 100 votes. 


Metal Workers’ International Alllance, 
Amalgamated Sheet—M. . Sullivan, 
Hugh Frayne, C, D. Wheeler, 161 votes. 


Mine Workers of America, United—T. L. 
Lewis, D. Ryan, John P. White, 
John "Mitchell, W. B. Wilson, G. W. 
Savage, John H. Walker, 2,525 votes. 


Moulders’ Union of North America, In- 

ternational—Joseph F. Valentine, John 
P. Frey, . . Curran, Patrick F. 
Dufty, ohn Murtaugh, 500 votes. 


Musicians American Federation of— 
Owen ier, D. A. Carey, George D. 
Woodill, Joseph F. Winkler, 375 voten. 
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Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, 
Brotherhood of—Joseph C. Bahlhorn, 
Joseph C. Skemp, Jacob Tazelaar, Emil 
Arnold. Chas. J. Eisenring, Chas. A. 
Cullen, 648 votes, . 

Paper Makers of America, United Broth- 
erhood of—J. T. Carey, M. J. Burns, 
43 votes. 

Pattern Makers’ League of North Amer- 
ica—James Wilson, J. E. Quinn, 55 votes. 

Paving Cutters’ Union of United States 
of America and Canada—John Sheret, 
20 votes. 

Photo Engravers’ Union, International— 
Andrew J. Gallagher, 29 votes. 

Plate Printers’ Union, International Steel 
and Copper—George P. Foster, 12 votes. 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers—John R. Alpine, 
William J. Tracy. Thomas Clark, il- 
liam Shirk, 180 votes. 

Post Office Clerks, National Federation 
of—Edward B. Goltra, 12 votes. 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive-Thomas J. Duffy, George M. Mar- 
tin, 59 votes. 

Print Cutters’ Association of America— 
John Paravicini, 4 votes. 

Printing Pressmen’s Union, International 

orge Berry, George Morgan, 
Thomas Ritchey, James J. Torpey, 172 
votes. 

Quarry Workers’ International Union of 
North America—P, F. McCarthy, Jesse 
Miller, 45 votes, 

Railroad Telegraphers, Order of—H. B. 
Perham, L. - Quick, D. G. Ramsay, 
180 votes. 

Railway Employes of America, Amalga- 
mated Association of Street and Elec- 
tric—W. D. Mahon, Magnus Sinclair, 
D. 8. Fitzgerald, 320 votes. 

Roofers, Composition. Damp and Water- 
proof Workers, International Brother- 
hood of—Alex Doull, 10 votes. 

Seamen's Union, International—William 
H. Frazier. Victor A. Olander, Andrew 
Furuseth, Edward Stack, 255 votes. 

Shingle Weavers’ Union of America, In- 
ternational—J. G. Brown, 17 votes. 

Shipwrights’, Joiners’ and Caulkers’ In- 
ternational Union—Hugh Kirk, 16 votes. 

Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union. Interna- 
tional—William W. Clark, 6 votes. 

Stage Employes’ International Alliance, 

ee 


Theatrical— M. Hart, Patrick T. 
Barry, 62 votes. 
Stonecutters’ Association, Journeymen— 


Jo. Evans, James F. McHugh, Frank 8S. 
Byrnes, 8 votes. 

Stove Mounters’ International 
John Carey, 14 votes. 

Switchmen’s Union of North America— 
Frank T. Hawley, Samuel E. Heber- 
ling, 8 votes. 

Tailors’ Union, Journeymen—John B. 
Lennon, Hugh Robinson, D. G. Biggs, 
E. J. Brais, 161 votes. 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood of— 

. Tobin, John E. Longstreet, Pat- 
rick D. Daley Harry McCormack, 
Thomas Barry, 377 votes. 

Tfle Layers’ and Helpers’ Union, Inter- 
national Ceramic, osaic and Encaus- 
tic—Charles H. Leps, 19 votes. 


Union— 


Tin Plate Workers, International— George 
Powell, 14 votes. 

Tobacco Workers, International Union— 

McAndrew, E. Lewis Evans, 4 
votes. 

Typographical Union, International— 
James M. Lynch, Frank Morrison, Max 
S. Hayes, Hugh Stevenson, T. W. Mc- 

Cullough, 440 votes. 


Upholsterers’ International Union of 
orth America—James H. Hatch, 2 
votes. 

Wood Workers’ International Union, 


Amalgamated—D. D. Mulcahy, Richard 
Braunschweig, 40 votes. 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor— 
J. F. Gray, 1 vote. 

California State Federation of Labor— 

. B. Dale, 1 vote. 

Colorado State Federation of Labor— 
Frank J. Pulver, 1 vote. 

Georgia Federation of Labor—Jerome 
ones, 1 vote. 

Illinois State Federation of Labor—Wil- 
liam Loos, 1 vote. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor—Henry 
H. Boettger, 1 vote. 

Kansas Stete Federation of Labor— 
Charles Rocker, 1 vote. 

Maryland State Federation of Labor— 
F. H. Williams, 1 vote. 

Massachusetts State Branch—Frank Mc- 
Carthy, 1 vote. 

Michigan Federation of Labor—Edward 
H. Ellis, 1 vote. 


Minnesota State Federation of Labor— 
George B. Howley, 1 vote. . 

Missouri State Federation of Labor— 
Harry S. Sharpe, 1 vote. 

Montana State Federation of Labor— 
Alex. Fairgrieve, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor— 


Cornelius Ford, 1 vote. 
New York, Workingmen’s Federation of 
the State of—Frank Keough, 1 vote, 
Oregon State Federation of Labor—C. O. 
Young, 1 vote. 

Pennsylvania Federation of Labor—Pat- 
rick Lynch, 1 vote. 

Utah State Federation of Labor—Austin 
Davis, 1 vote. 

Virginia Federation of Labor—J. L. Al- 
len, 1 vote. , 

Washington State Federation of Labor— 
T. V. Copeland, 1 vote. 

West Virginia State Federation of La- 
bor—W. F. Welch, 1 vote. 

Wisconsin State Federation of Labor— 
Charles Jeske, 1 vote. 

Albany, N. Y., Central Labor Union— 
James Roach, 1 vote. 

Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades—R. E. 
Rollins, 1 vote. 

Birmingham, Ala., Trades Council—John 
Dowling, 1 vote. 

Boston, Mase., Central Labor Union—P. 
Maloney, 1 vote. 

Bridgeton, N. J., Central Trades Coun- 
cil—James J. Dunn, 1 vote. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Trades and Labor Coun- - 
cli—John C. Johnston, 1 vote. 
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Brockton, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
Frank W. Gifford, 1 vote. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Labor Union—James 
A. Hood, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati, Ohfo, Central Labor Council— 
Frank L. Rist, 1 vote. 

Chicago, Ill., Federation of Labor—John 
Mangan, 1 vote. 

Chicago Heights Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—Julius I. Johnston, 1 vote. 

Clinton, Iowa, Tri-City Labor Congress— 
Geo. C. Campbell, 1 vote. 

Colorado Springs, Colo., Federated Trades 
Council—Harry P. Robinson, 1 vote. 

Dayton, Ohio, United Trades and Labor 
Council—Elias Breldenbach, 1 vote. 

Denver, Colo., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—William Tobin, 1 vote. 

East St. Louis, Ill.. Central Labor 
Union—J. E. Strait, 1 vote. 

Fort Collins, Colo., Labor Assembly—C. 
E. Moore, 1 vote. 

Fort Worth, Texas, Trades Assembly— 
Cc. W. Woodman, 1 vote. 

Galesburg, Ill., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—Alex. Peterson, 1 vote. 

Helena, Mont., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—Howard O. Smith, 1 vote. 

Jefferson County, Ohio, Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Norval White, 1 vote. 

Joplin, Mo., Trades Assembly—Chas. W. 

ear, 1 vote. 

Lawrence, Mass., Central Labor Unlon— 
Robert 8. Maloney, 1 vote. 

Lincoln, Neb., Central Labor Union— 
T, C. Kelsey, 1 vote. 

Logansport. Ind., Trades Assembly—O. P. 
Smith, 1 vote. 

Louisville, Ky., Federation of Labor— 
Chas. Peets, 1 vote. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Trades Council—John 
J. Handley, 1 vote. 

New Castle, Pa., Trades und Labor As- 
sembly—Thomas C. Humphrey, 1 vote. 

New York City Central Federated Union 
—Arnold B. MacStay, 1 vote. 

Newark, N. J., Essex Trades Council— 
Adam E. Zusl, 1 vote. 

Newark, Ohlo, Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—Thomas Kane, 1 vote. 

Ogden, Utah, Trades and Labor Assem- 
ly—W. M. Piggott, 1 vote. 

Omaha, Neb., Central Labor Union—W. 
A. Chrisman, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia. Pa., Central Labor Unlon— 


Anna McKee, 1 vote. 
Pittsburg, Pa., Trades Council—Eugene 
Merz, 1 vote. 


Pueblo, Colo., Trades Assembly—Ed. An- 
Gerson, 1 vote. 

Rochester, N. Y.. Central Trades and 
Labor Council—John 8. Whalen. 1 vote. 

San Francisco, Cal, Labor Council— 
David McLennan, 1 vote. 

Savannah, Ga., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly— Robert G. Fechnor, 1 vote. 

Scranton, Pa., Central Labor Union— 
Joseph Gibbons, 1 vote. 

Schenectady, N. Y., Trades Assembly— 
B. W. Leonard, 1 vote. 
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Sedalia, Mo., Federation of Labor—E. T. 
Behrens, 1 vote. 

South Omaha, Neb., Central Labor 
Union—James Kotera, 1 vote. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Central Labor Council— 
A. C. Hamlet, 1 vote. 

St. Louis, Mo., Central Trades and Labor 
Union—John A. Murray, 1 vote. 

Sherldan County, Wyoming, Trades and 
Labor Council—Peter Carroll, 1 vote. 

Springfield, Ill., Federation of Labor— 
John R. Holmes, 1 vote. 

Walden, N. Y., Central Labor Union— 
M. L. Nutt, 1 vote. 

Trades 


Zanesville, Ohio, Central and 
Labor Council—John A. Voll. 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union No. 787—Gus A. 
Gass, 2 votes. 


“ Federal Labor Union No. 7426—R. E. 


Woodmansee, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 11478—E. Snyder, 

vo e. 

Federal Labor Union No. 11366—Robert 
G. Wright, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 12102—Joseph 
Schroeder, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union No. 12018—William 
L. Hall, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 12679-Willlam 
Fizer, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 1183—James 
Whittaker, 1 vote. 

Grain Handlers’ Association No. 1107— 
Ernest Bohm, 1 vote. . 

House Shorers and Movers No. 7417— 
Francis Creamer, 2 votes. 

Laborers’ Protective Union No. 11008 
James W. Wall, 1 vote. 

Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ Union 
No. 468—John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 

Railroad Helpers’ and Laborers’ Union 
No. 12487—G. L. Frazier, 1 vote. 

Rock Drillers’ and Tool Sharpeners’ 
Union No. 11808—Thomas J. Curtis, 4 
votes. 

Stone Handlers’ and Derrickmen’s Union 
No. 1267—Archibald McDonnell, 1 vote. 

British Trades Union Congress—H. Skin- 
ner, John Wadsworth, 2 votes. 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada— 
P. M. Draper, 1 vote. 

National Women’s Trade Union League 
—Mrs. Raymond Robins, without vote. 

Department of Church and Labor, Pres- 
byterian Church—Chas. Stelzle, without 
vote. 

Women's International Union Label 
Lengue Miss Annie Fitzgerald, without 
vote. 

The following organizations are in- 
debted for per capita tax, and under the 
Constitution their delegates are not en- 
titled to seats until same is liquidated: 
Carriage and Wagon Workers—John H. 

Bri an. 


Foundry Employer’ International Broth- 
erh —George Bechtold. 

Textile Workers, Uniied—John Golden 
and Samuel Ross. 

Oklahoma State Federation of Labor— 
Wii R, Walter. 
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South Carolina State Federation of Labor 
—William J. Smith. 

Beaumont, Texas, Central Trades and 
Labor Assemblv—A, L. Garret. 

Enid. Okla. Trades Council—H. A. 
Breitenstein. 

Goldfield. Nevada, Trades and Labor 
Council—E. F. Chavey. 

Livingston, Mont... Central Trades and 
Labor Council—Chas. Witt. 

Washington. ep C., Central Labor Union 


Pasadena, Cal., Central Labor Union— 
Chas, E. Hart. . ’ 
San Juan. P. R., Central Labor Union— 


Santiago Iglesias. 


Billings. Mont., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—Hugh McDonald. 


Lake County, Ind.. Trades and Labor 
Council—Emmet Flood. 


Double Drum Hoister Runners No. 11275— 
Robt. J. Riddell. 


Tobacco Strippers No. 10422—Melvia Rich- 
er. 

We are in receipt of protests from 
three local unions of Electrical Workers, 
against the credentials of F. J. Mc- 
Nulty, Peter Collins, Stephen J. Fay, 
F. J. Sweek and M. 8. Culver, the pro- 
tests based on charges preferred against 
the International officers. Evidence is 
furnished in the form of minutes of a 
so-called special convention called for 
the purpose of investigating the conduct 
of said officers. The protest does not 
bear the seal of the Electrical Workers’ 
International Brotherhood, and in view 
of the fact that the credentials fur- 
nished by the aforesald gentlemen con- 
form in every particular to the laws of 
the American Federation of Labor, we 
therefore recommend that the aforesaid 
gentlemen be seated, as representing the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers’ of America, with 321 votes. 

We have received credentials from the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation for John Donlin, Peter G. Cook, 
James O’Connor and John G. Twyford, 
as delegates to this convention. They 
are not entitled to seats, however, in 
view of the fact that charter has not yet 
been granted to this Association. 

We have credentials for T. W. Rowe, 
from the Ohio State Federation of La- 
bor; J. F. Tobin, from the Muncie, In- 
diana, Trades Council; W. W. Davies, of 
the Belmont County, Ohio, Central 
Trades and Labor Council, and Frederick 
Shane, from the Toledo, Ohio, Central 
Labor Union. These gentlemen are mem- 
berg of the American Flint Glass Work- 
ers’ Association, and we recommend that 
they be not seated as delegates, our rec- 


ommendation based on section 5 of article 
4 of the Constitution of the A. F. of L., 
as follows: 


No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ez- 
pelled by the American Federation of La- 
or, or by any national or International 
organization, connected with this Federa- 
tion, shalı, while under such penalty, be 
allowed representation or recognition in 
this Federation, or in any Central body 
or national or international union con- 
nected with the American Federation of 
Labor, under the penalty of the suspen- 
sion of the body violating this section. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 

ALVIN C. HOWES. 

PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
Credential Committee. 


Vice-President Duncan moved the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
The motion was seconded by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell. 

Delegate Reid, of the Electrical Work- 
ers, discussed briefly the question of the 
contesting delegations from that organi- 
zation. . 


Vice-President Duncan withdrew his 
motion that the report of the committee 
be adopted, and moved that the part of 
the report of the committee dealing with 
uncontested delegates be adopted, and 
the subject-matter of the balance of the 
report be taken up by the Convention. 
(Seconded.) 


Delegate Rowe, of the Ohio State Fed- 
eration of Labor, moved as an amend- 
ment that the report of the committee be 
adopted; that the delegates recommended 
by the committee be seated, and that 
delegates whose seats were contested be 
given a voice when their respective cases 
were considered, (Seconded.) 


The question was discussed briefiy by 
Delegates Refi, Kemper and MoNulty. 


The amendment offered by Delegate 
Rowe was adopted, and the original me- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

President Gempers—The chair will ap- 
point, subject to the approval of the Con- 
vention, Frank J. Pulver, of the Inter~ 
national Typographical Union, No. 49, of 
Denver, to act as assistant to the Secre- 
tary; as Sergeant-at-Arms, 8. G. Fos- 
dick, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployers’ International Alliance, and as 
Assistant and Messenger, Oliver Guiney, 
of the Brotherhood of Boilermakers and 
Iron Ship Builders. 


Appointments concurred in. 
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The question of the contesting delega- 
tions of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers was discussed by 
Delegate Reed and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell. 


Vice-President O’Connell moved that a 
special committee of five be appointed by 
the President to hear both sides of the 
controversy and report back to the con- 
vention. (Seconded.) 


President Gompers—Some time ago, 
when Vice-President O’Connell, Secretary 
Morrison and myself were meeting in 
Washington as a sub-committee of the 
Executive Council, Mr. Reed and two of 
his colleagues were present and under- 
took to lay before us the the cause of 
the controversy between himself and the 
gentlemen he represented and the of- 
ficers of the Electrical Workers. We 
had not time then to listen to the state- 
ment, but at our suggestion there was 
some agreement reached that the repre- 
sentatives of the Brotherhood as repre- 
sented by Mr. Reed and the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood, as represented 
by Mr. McNulty, should meet at Den- 
ver, and that either the Convention 
or the Executive Council or the Presl- 
dent would meet with the representatives 
of both contending sides and endeavor to 
reach an amicable adjustment of the 
controversy existing. 


The chair in making this statement 


would suggest that the mover of the mo- 
tion enlarge it so that the committee 
may also undertake to help adjust the 
controversy. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I accept the 
suggestion. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Collins, Delegate Reed and Delegate 
McNulty. 


The motion offered by Vice-President 


O’Connell was carried by unanimous 
vote. 
Delegate Parmer, of the Laundry 


Workers, stated that there were seven 
hundred laundry workers in Denver, but 
only seventy-five of that number were 
in the local of the Laundry Workers. 
She requested that all delegates while 
in Denver patronize only those laundries 
where union help was employed. 

Secretary Morrison—As the hour for 
adjournment has arrived, and as the 
balance of the report of the Committee 
on Credentials will probably cause con- 
siderable discussion, I move that further 
discussion on the report be made a 
special order of business after the read- 
ing of the reports of the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary and the ap- 
pointment of committees. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and the convention was adjourned to 
2 p. m. 


FIRST DAY—Monday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was calied to order at 
3 p. m. Monday, November 9, First Vice- 
President Duncan in the chalr. 


ABSENTEES: Kerker, Kline, Butler, 
Barry (John H.), McKenzie, Huber, Sex- 
ton. O’Brien, —R O’Re Reilly, Sanders, 
Richardson, Goellnitz, Barnes, Thomas, 
Winn, Shamp, Morton, Costello, Wil- 
liams, Cruickshank, Maher, Wallace, 
Price, Potter, Grout, O’Sullivan, —— 

. B) Wilson (damen. x Drrnie, Haw 

vicint, Quick, yrnes, Haw- 
ley, Tobin (D. mo (Thom 
Leps, Powell, Hatch, Walter, Smith 


J.), Davis, Welch, Roach, Garret 
Strait, Breitenstein, Peterson, havey, 
Smith (H. O.), Witt, Piggott, Chrisman, 
Hart (C. E.), Leonard, Carroll, Murray, 
Nutt, Smith (C. T.), Fizer Bohm, Crea- 
mer, Curtis, McDonnell (A.). 


Hood, 


Vice-President Duncan presided during 
the time that President Gompers, Secre- 
tary Morrison and Treasurer Lennon read 
their reports, and announced that the 
reports would be referred to the proper 
committees when appointed. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 


ees — 


DENVER, CoLo., November 9, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 


Fellow Workers: Fourteen years ago we met in this city, and then, just 
as now, the workers were suffering from a paralysis of industry resulting from 
the manipulations of the ‘‘Princes of Finance” or from the incompetency of our 
modern ‘Captains of Industry.” I declare now, as I declared then, that it is an 
indictment against our civilization that in a land so bountiful, broad and fertile 
as ours, with the workers so earnest, energetic, industrious, anxious and willing 
to produce, that such a paralysis of industry should be possible, and I believe 
we should hold accountable those who are responsible for the unnecessary and 
wanton misery of so large a mass of workless workers. 

In our country there must not be permitted to grow up or to be maintained 
a permanent army of unemployed. j 

In the midst of such adverse circumstances, that our trade unions have 
maintained their existence, speaks well of them and of the sound economic and 
fundamental principles upon which they are based. That they have not suc- 
cumbed to the fearful antagonism arrayed against them, to the lack of employ- 
ment and to other insidious influences, is the best evidence that the movement 
of labor has found the citadel of its protection, its noblest inspiration, in the 
hearts and minds of the workers. 

Coming as we do to this magnificent western city, where, by the hand of 
labor, the brain and brawn of our people, a waste land has been made to blossom 
like a rose, is there not an appropriateness in our meeting here, when the wrongs 
of the past are still extant? May we not indulge the hope that these wrongs 
may spend their force and find rectification at the foot of the mighty Rockies, and 
that the toilers may here be still further inspired and encouraged in their struggle 
and hope for the triumph of justice? 

Westward the course of empire makes its way, over mountain and plain 
and desert. No obstacle is insurmountable in the course of human progress, 
when real empire and sovereignty dwell in the heart, the minds, and the con- 
science of the manhood and womanhood of our country. 

Our Constitution and custom have made it incumbent upon the President 
to give an accounting of the work in connection with our movement for the 
year. It has been my pleasure, and is my duty, to make my report to the 
convention as comprehensiv. as possible, but the manifold duties devolving upon 
the President of the Federation preclude the thought that anything but a few 
of the extraordinarily large number of important matters with which he has 
had to deal can be submitted. 

The Constitution prescribes that the President shall be required to ‘‘devote 
all his time” to the interests of the Federation. This command has literally, 
as far as his physical endurance has made it possible, been obeyed; and yet, 
because of this literal compliance, it is impossible to communicate to you in this 
report more than a very meager accounting of the work which has devolved 
upon me, and which I have endeavored to perform to the fullest. 


EXTENDING GROWTH IN ORGANIZATION. 


We have issued during the fiscal year, ending September 30, 1908, the 
following charters: 


Industrial departments ...... cece ace ween eee ccees 2 
State federations ......... emcee ere ee eee re en 4 
City central bodies..............6. ............ .. 73 
Local trade unions (having no internationals).... 100 
Federal labor unions....... cece cer re ccescecese§ 56 
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all richt-thinking men. It is. therefore, all the greater gratification to find ao 
general a feeling of respect and confidence among the officers and Ccelegates to 
state feierations, central labor bodies, and the local unions of our great move- 
ment, in full accord with the officers of our international unions and our general 
labor muvement. It is my earnest wish that these feelings, sentiments, and 
eenvictions of a common purpose shall still further be cultivated, so that it may 





“he International unions above enumerated consist of approximately 28,700 local uniong 
of their reapective trades and callings, 
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permeate all those enlisted in the great cause of labor and humanity, the Grand 
Army of Labor, under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


We have now 583 directly affilated local unions which have no inter- 
nationals, and these come under the direct administration of the President of 
our Federation. Whenever there are enough of these local unions of any one 
craft or calling to warrant the formation of a national or international union 
from cmong their number, that course is pursued. 

We all realize that a national or international union can be of far greater 
advantage to members of any trade than where their unions have their local 
limits, yet it is equally true, and experience has clearly demonstrated, that an 
international union prematurely formed and perhaps of insufficient numbers to 
be able to financially sustain itself, has usually resulted in disbandment or 
dissolution after a brief existence, and that during the period of disintegration 
the interests of the men suffer and the local unions themselves are retarded. 

Therefore, quite apa:t from the general policy of our movement, it has 
been and is my desire to aid in the formation cf national or international unions 
whenever and wherever possible. When this is not done it is because the inter- 
ests of the unions and the men of labor, are temporarily, at least, best served 
by their direct affillation to the American Federation of Labor, where they receive 
the benefit and guidance of the experienced officers, as well as the advantages 
of the Defense Fund of the American Federation of Labor. 

There have been a number of contests waged this year by our directly 
affiliated local unions, and these will be more fully reported by the Executive 
Council. Advances in wages and conditions have been made, and many reduc- 
tions successfully resisted by our directly affiliated local unions, and this is due 
to the financial and moral support rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


It is with much satisfaction that I can report the great growth in the 
labor movement among our fellow-workers in the Dominion of Canada. Those 
intrusted with the affairs of the movement, both local and provincial, in the 
Dominion, are so earnest and loyal that they see to it that the interests of the 
workers are promoted, both nationally and internationally. 

It is interesting to note that, despite the efforts of those who would 
sunder the reciprocal and beneficial international fraternal relations which exist 
among the workers of Canada, the United States, and the entire continent of 
America, the bonds of unity and fraternity are constantly and more firmly 
cemented. The frequent intereourse of representative labor men with our fellows 
on both sides of the border, aided by our special organizer, Mr. John T. Flett. 
and the volunteer organizers’ work of unification of the aims and aspirations of 
the workers, are bringing beneficial economic and material results. The exercise 
of legislative and political rights must, of course, always be mutually recognized 
and conceded. ’ 

In a report recently made by the secretary of the Dominion Trade and 
Labor Congress, whom we honor and welcome with us today in the capacity ef 
fraternal delegate to our convention, Mr. P. M. Draper, says: 

“Without any exaggeration it can be said that never in the history of 
the labor movement in Canada has such progress been shown In the organization 
of the workers. The knowledge of its power when united has swept throughout 
the length and breadth of the country, and despite the old, moth-eaten appeals 
to prejudice and self-interest, despite misrepresentation, persecution and coer- 
cion, the forces of labor have continued to unite. 

‘To-day the organized workers in Canada breathe the same aspirations, 
harbor the same ambitions, and struggle for the same end, namely, the elevation 
and betterment of the masses of toilers who suffer not only from ‘the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune,’ but from the oppressive and unjust laws and 
their prejudiced administration, ungivilized conditione surrounding the every-day 
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The industrial departments organized, and to which charters were issued, 
are the Building Trades Department and the Metal Trades Department. The 
matter of organization of industrial departments will be more fully reported by 
the Executive Council. , 

The State Federations are Montana and South Carolina. Charters were 
were reissued to the state federations of West Virginia and Utah. 

The localities of city central bodies receiving charters during the year 
will be given in detail by the Secretary in his report. 

At the close of the fiscal year, September 30, 1908, there were affiliated 
te the American Federation of Labor by charter the following: 


International unfons.............0c ccc cee vccrces 116° 
Industrial departments ........ ccc cece eecccvees 2 
State federations ...........ccce00.0 cece twee eens 38 
City central bodies. .................. .......... 606 
Local trade and federal labor unfons............. 583 


The Secretary will also report the number of local unions organized and 
ehartered by our affiliated international unions. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


The international unions have done magnificent work in regard to mem. 
bership, as well as in uplifting their respective crafts and callings. They have 
at least partially supported their unemployed. The declared policy of our 
Federation against wage reductions has found fruition, despite the industrial 
panic. Organized labor, even those unions unaffillated, have taken up and 
accepted the advice given by our Federation, to resist wage reductions under 
any and all circumstances; aye, even the unorganized have taken some degree 
of courage and partially resisted. 

For the first time in the history of our own or any other country, an 
industrial crisis has come and will pass away, and a wholesale cutting in wages, 
or, for that matter, cutting in wages at all, has practically been averted. Time 
has demonstrated the wisdom of our Federation’s declaration on this, as upon 
other economic and political questions. We have clearly proved the soundness 
of the philosophy, that wage reductions are not only injurious, but their resist- 
ance and prevention are the most rational and most rapid method of emergence 
from an industrial crisis or panic, whether brought on by the manipulations of 
“Princes of Finance” or the blundering of the ‘Captains of Industry." I again 
strongly urge Labor’s persistent resistance to any wage reductions. Nor can I 
permit this opportunity to pass by without expressing my great appreciation of 
the readiness with which the officers of our international unions responded to the 
invitation to meet last March in conference in W ashington, to meet the emer- 
gencies which arose in our industrial and political life. 


STATE FEDERATIONS AND CITY CENTRAL BODIES. 


As already indicated, we have now 38 State Federations and 608 Gity 
Central Bodies. There is a marked advancement in the growth of our organized 
labor movement, and there are no bodies more effective in carrying into execu- 
tion the policies and principles for which our movement stands, than these state 
federations and city central labor organizations. Their influence for good ia 
marked and widespread. By reason of their local and constant mingling with 
the rank and file of the tollers in their respective states and localities, they 
inspire the feelings of unity, fraternity and solidarity among the workers and 
all right-thinking men. It is, therefore, all the greater gratification to find sa 
general a feeling of respect and confidence among the officers and Celegates ta 
state federations, central labor bodies, and the local unions of our great move- 
ment, in full accord with the officers of our international unions and our general 
labor movement. It is my earriest wish that these feelings, sentiments, and 
eonvictions of a common purpose shall still further be cultivated, so that it may 





*fhe international unions above enumerated censist of approximately 28,700 local unlomg 
ef their respective trades and callings, 
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permeate all those enlisted in the great cause of labor and humanity, the Grand 
Army of Labor, under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


We have now 583 directly affiliated local unions which have no inter- 
nationals, and these come under the direct administration of the President of 
our Federation. Whenever there are enough of these local unions of any one 
craft or calling to warrant the formation of a national or international union 
from tmong their number, that course is pursued. 

We all realize that a national or international union can be of far greater 
advantage to members of any trade than where their unions have their local 
limits, yet it is equally true, and experience has clearly demonstrated, that an 
internatlonal union prematurely “ormed and perhaps of insufficient numbers to 
be able to financially sustain itself, has usually resulted in disbandment or 
dissolution after a brief existence, and that during the period of disintegration 
the interests of the men suffer and the local unions themselves are retarded. 

Therefore, quite apart from the general policy of our movement, it has 
been and is my desire to aid in the formation cf national or international unions 
whenever and wherever possible. When this is not done it is because the inter- 
ests of the unions and the men of labor, are temporarily, at least, best served 
by their direct affillation to the American Federation of Labor, where they receive 
the benefit and guidance of the experienced officers, as well as the advantages 
of the Defense Fund of the American Federation of Labor. 

There have been a number of contests waged this year by our directly 
affiliated local unions, and these will be more fully reported by the Executive 
Council. Advances in wages and conditions have been made, and many reduc- 
tions successfully resisted by our directly affiliated local unions, and this is due 
to the financial and moral support rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


It is with much satisfaction that I can report the great growth in the 
labor movement among our fellow-workers in the Dominion of Canada. Those 
intrusted with the affairs of the movement, both local and provincial, in the 
Dominion, are so earnest and loyal that they see to it that the interests of the 
workers are promoted, both nationally and internationally. 

It is interesting to note that, despite the efforts of those who would 
sunder the rectprocal and beneficial international fraternal relations which exist 
among the workers of Canada, the United States, and the entire continent of 
America, the bonds of unity and fraternity are constantly and more firmly 
cemented. The frequent intercourse of representative labor men with our fellows 
on both sides of the border, aided by our special organizer, Mr. John T. Flett. 
and the volunteer organizers’ work of unification of the alms and aspirations of 
the workers, are bringing beneficial economic and material results. The exercise 
of legislative and political rights must, of course, always be mutually recognized 
and conceded. . 

In a report recently made by the secretary of the Dominion Trade and 
Labor Congress, whom we honor and welcome with us today in the capacity ef 
fraternal delegate to our convention, Mr. P. M. Draper, says: 

“Without any exaggeration it can be said that never in the history of 
the labor movement In Canada has such progress been shown In the organization 
of the workers. The knowledge of its power when united has swept throughout 
the length and breadth of the country, and despite the old, moth-eaten appeals 
to prejudice and self-interest, despite misrepresentation, persecution and coer- 
cion, the forces of labor have continued to unite. 

‘To-day the organized workers in Canada breathe the same aspirations, 
harbor the same ambitions, and struggle for the same end, namely, the elevation 
and betterment of the masses of tollers who suffer not only from ‘the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune,’ but from the oppressive and unjust laws and 
their prejudiced administration, uneivilized conditions surrounding the every-day 
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The industrial departments organized, and to which charters were issued, 
are the Building Trades Department and the Metal Trades Department. The 
matter of organization of industrial departments will be more fully reported by 
the Executive Council. , 

The State Federations are Montana and South Carolina. Charters were 
were reissued to the state federations of West Virginia and Utah. 

The localities of city central bodies receiving charters during the year 
will be given in detail by the Secretary in his report. 

At the close of the fiscal year, September 30, 1908, there were affiliated 
to the American Federation of Labor by charter the following: 


International unions..... 0.0... ccc eee eee wc eee 116° 
Industrial departments .............. .. ........ 2 
State federations ............................. 38 
City central bodies............................. 606 
Local trade and federal labor unions............. 583 


The Secretary will also report the number of local unions organized and 
ehartered by our affiliated international unions. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


The international unions have done magnificent work in regard to mem. 
bership, as well as in uplifting their respective crafts and callings. They have 
at least partially supported their unemployed. The declared policy of our 
Federation against wage reductions has found fruition, despite the industrial 
panic. Organized labor, even those unions unaffillated, have taken up and 
accepted the advice given by our Federation, to resist wage reductions under 
any and all circumstances; aye, even the unorganized have taken some degree 
of courage and partially resisted. . 

For the first time in the history of our own or any other country, an 
industrial crisis has come and will pass away, and a wholesale cuttirg in wages, 
or, for that matter, cutting In wages at all, has practically been averted. Time 
has demonstrated the wisdom of our Federation’s declaration on this, as upon 
other economic and political questions. We have clearly proved the soundness 
of the philosophy, that wage reductions are not only injurious, but their resist- 
ance and prevention are the most rational and most rapid method of emergence 
from an industrial crisis or panic, whether brought on by the manipulations of 
“Princes of Finance” or the blundering of the ‘Captains of Industry.” I again 
strongly urge Labor’s persistent resistance to any wage reductions. Nor can I 
permit this opportunity to pass by without expressing my great appreciation of 
the readiness with which the officers of our international unions responded to the 
invitation to meet last March in conference in W ashington, to meet the emer- 
gencies which arose in our industrial and political life. 


STATE FEDERATIONS AND CITY CENTRAL BODIES. 


As already indicated, we have now 38 State Federations and 608 Gity 
Central Bodies. There is a marked advancement in the growth of our organized 
labor movement, and there are no bodies more effective in carrying into execu- 
tion the policies and principles for which our movement stands, than these state 
federations and city central labor organizations. Their influence for good is 
marked and widespread. By reason of their local and constant mingling with 
the rank and file of the toflers in their respective states and localities, they 
inspire the feelings of unity, fraternity and solidarity among the workers and 
all right-thinking men. It is, therefore, all the greater gratification to find sa 
general a feeling of respect and confidence among the officers and Celegates ta 
state federations, central labor bodies, and the local unions of our great move- 
ment, in full accord with the officers of our international unions and our general 
labor movement. It is my earnest wish that these feelings, sentiments, and 
eonvictions of a common purpose shall still further be cultivated, so that it may 
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permeate all those enlisted in the great cause of labor and humanity, the Grand 
Army of Labor, under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


We have now 583 directly affiliated local unions which have no inter- 
nationals, and these come under the direct administration of the President of 
our Federation. Whenever there are enough of these local unions of any one 
craft or calling to warrant the formation of a national or international union 
from cmong their number, that course is pursued. 

We all realize that a national or International union can be of far greater 
advantage to members of any trade than where their unions have their local 
limits, yet it is equally true, and experience has clearly demonstrated, that an 
international] union prematurely formed and perhaps of insufficient numbers to 
be able to financially sustain itself, has usually resulted in disbandment or 
dissolution after a brief existence, and that during the period of disintegration 
the interests of the men suffer and the local unions themselves are retarded. 

Therefore, quite apa:t from the general policy of our movement, it has 
been and is my desire to aid in the formation cf national or international unions 
whenever and wherever possible. When this is not done it is because the inter- 
ests of the unions and the men of labor, are temporarily, at least, best served 
by their direct affiliation to the American Federation of Labor, where they receive 
the benefit and guidance of the experienced officers, as well as the advantages 
of the Defense Fund of the American Federation of Labor. 

There have been a number of contests waged this year by our directly 
affiliated local unions, and these will be more fully reported by the Executive 
Council. Advances in wages and conditions have been made, and many reduc- 
tions successfully resisted by our directly affillated local unions, and this is due 
to the financial and moral support rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


It is with much satisfaction that I can report the great growth in the 
labor movement among our fellow-workers in the Dominion of Canada. Those 
intrusted with the affairs of the movement, both local and provincial, in the 
Dominion, are so earnest and loyal that they see to it that the interests of the 
workers are promoted, both nationally and internationally. 

It is interesting to note that, despite the efforts of those who would 
sunder the recfprocal and beneficial international fraternal relations which exist 
among the workers of Canada, the United States, and the entire continent of 
America, the bonds of unity and fraternity are constantly and more firmly 
cemented. The frequent intercourse of representative labor men with our fellows 
on both sides of the border, aided by our special organizer, Mr. John T. Flett. 
and the volunteer organizers’ work of unification of the aims and aspirations of 
the workers, are bringing beneficial economic and material results. The exercise 
of legislative and political rights must, of course, always be mutually recognized 
and conceded. , 

In a repört recently made by the secretary of the Dominion Trade and 
Labor Congress, whom we honor and welcome with us today in the capacity of 
fraternal delegate to our convention, Mr. P. M. Draper, says: 

“Without any exaggeration it can be said that never in the history of 
the labor movement in Canada has such progress been shown in the organization 
of the workers. The knowledge of its power when united has swept throughout 
the length and breadth of the country, and despite the old, moth-eaten appeals 
to prejudice and self-interest, despite misrepresentation, persecution and coer- 
cion, the forces of labor have continued to unite. 

‘To-day the organized workers In Canada breathe the same aspirations, 
harbor the same ambitions, and struggle for the same end, namely, the elevation 
and betterment of the masses of toilers who suffer not only from ‘the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune,’ but from the oppressive and unjust laws and 
their prejudiced administration, uneivilized conditions surrounding the every-day 
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work of men, women and children, and more than the thousand and one ills 
that affect the flesh. 

“Unbounded enthusiasm is the keynote of the movement in Canada. In 
every province throughout Canada, from British Columbia in the West to Nova 
Scotia in the East, the uplift has begun. The eyes of the toillers are at last 
opened to the futility of dependence upon others than themselves; they see the 
necessity for strong international organizations. The urgency for sending their 
own representatives to the Legislature to take part in making the laws which 
they must obey has appealed to them as never before, and a healthy optimism 
inspires the whole movement in such a way as to give promise of the most 
beneficial results. 

“The two strongest features of the labor movement in Canada at this 
Juncture are: First, unswerving fidelity to the cause of international trade union- 
ism; and, secondly, an equal loyalty to independent political action in support 
of the candidature of representatives of labor.” 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


We have continued our efforts to help our fellow-workers and the people 
generally of Porto’Rico to the very fullest of our opportunities. This has been 
accomplished by visits of our representative labor men, including myself, to 
Porto Rico, by considerable correspondence and literature sent there, as well as 
the permanent service of an efficient organizer, with whom a considerable corps 
of volunteer organizers co-operate. There is a spirit of solidarity among the 
people there, and their feeling of entire sympathy with true American ideals 
has been fruitful of good results. 

I can do no better than quote here the report made to me by our organizer 
there, the representative of the labor movement of that island, Santiago Iglesias: 

“The American Federation of Labor is at present the only source from 
which we hope to secure liberty, justice, and happiness, not only for the workers, 
but for the people in general in Porto Rico. 

“The labor movement in Porto Rico has no doubt been, and is, the most 
efficient and safest way of conveying the sentiments and feelings of the American 
people to the hearts of the people of Porto Rico. If the people of Porto Rico 
should really become Americans, the American Federation of Labor would be 
the only institution to be held responsible for it. The trusts, the bureaucracy 
and the capitalistic combinations have been imported from the United States to 
exploit the ignorance and unhappiness of the farmers and workers In general 
for the purpose of building great fortunes as a product of cheap labor. None of 
these institutions, indeed, will ever transform the Porto Rican people into Amer- 
fcans. The American sentiments now existing among the Porto Rican people 
are due to the labor, faithfulness and kindness of the American Federation of 
Labor, as well as to its principles of justice, and the aid we have received, and 
what it shall be capable of doing for us in the future. 

“The convention of the A. F. of L. passed a recommendation that the 
constitutions and all other literature from the international unions, having 
affillated local unions in Porto Rico, should be translated, as far as possible, Into 
Spanish, not only because it Is Interesting and beneficial to the labor movement 
in Porto Rico, but because it will greatly benefit everv labor organization if the 
American Federation of Labor shall organize the workers through the Spanish- 
American countries, such as Mexico, Cuba, and Venezuela. Therefore, it is my 
earnest desire that these recommendations be given the greatest and most 
prompt attention on the part of the international unions, to which this may be 
attached. This is important and necessary. 

“Organizations have greatly progressed during the present vear, and their 
efforts have been more successful than ever before. Up to this date we have 
organized thirtv-eight new local unions, belonging to the different trades. through 
the island, and we have succeeded in reorganizine twentv-seven ont of those 
which were disbanded. The principles, alms, and beneficial results of the labor 
movement are now more clearly understood by our workmen, and this {s one 
of the reasons which will make their respective unions more permanent. 
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“During the year 1906-1907 the labor movement in Porto Rico, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, underwent a terrible crisis, due to the 
prosecutions against our members, on the part of the corporations and capitalists 
combined. The fear and ignorance of our brothers made them abandon their 
cause and many unions became disorganized. Our work is now becoming more 
fruitful, safe, and permanent. We number 112 unions in good standing at pres- 
ent, which are actively working and affiliated with their respective international 
labor unions and with the American Federation of Labor. You may rest assured 
that this island of Porto Rico, whose first years of trial and experience in labor 
questions have already passed, has a brighter prospect within the ranks of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

“The State Branch Free Federation of Workingmen of Porto Rico has 
succeedes in securing from the legislative assembly the passage of the following 
abor bills: 

“An Act regulating the working hours of the railway employes and fixing 
the maximum working time at 16 hours per diem. 

“An Act positively forbidding the payment in chips, checks, or any other 
special design of money, not being United States legal currency, to agricultural 
workers, under heavy penalties: 

“An Act by means of which every person is entitled to be under bond in 
every case of appeal from the decision of a lower court. Through the efforts 
of the Porto Rican State Branch the Eight-hour Law is being enforced by every 
labor organization. 

“The employers’ Hability law, an ‘Act creating a bureau of labor,’ and an 
‘Act providing for the sanitary inspection of shops and mills,’ introduced through 
the efforts of this state branch, were not passed; however, we hope that these acts 
will be passed by the next legislative assembly, through the action taken by the 
American Federation of Labor in the national political campaign. 

“Our local political parties have now included in their tickets some labor 
leaders, and we can safely say that several of them will probably be elected for 
members of the legislative assembly, where they will greatly help and favor our 
plans and efforts. 

“This is, in fact, what I can inform you at present, and You may rest 
assured that the results of our efforts are now more permanent than ever, adding 
to it that we are receiving the aid of the activities shown by our brothers.” 


ORGANIZED FARMERS AND ORGANIZED LABOR. 


We have frequently interchanged fraternal delegates between the organiza- 
tions of the farmers- of our country and our Federation, and there has grown 
a closer bond of unity and action in these respective movements. On many 
occasions invitations have been extended to me to attend the conventions of 
the organized farmers, the last one being from the National Farmers’ Union 
(Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union) to attend its annual convention 
at Fort Worth, Texas, September 1. 

By authority and direction of the Executive Council, this invitation was 
accepted. I attended the convention, and apart from conveying the fraternal 
greetings of the men of labor in the industrial field, I delivered two addresses 
to the convention, and one to a mass meeting of farmers while at Fort Worth. 

It has been gratifying to me to have been well received at many con- 
ventions and meetings, but such enthusiasm and sincere appreciation have never 
been excelled by that accorded to me by the farmers at their national convention. 
In addition to a unanimous, rising, and spontaneous expression of confidence 
“ and gratitude, the convention later manifesting its earnest desire for co-operative 
action with the union workers in our Federation, adopted the following report 
and resolutions: 

‘The interests of the farmers and of the industrial workers are not only 
closely allied, but they have been, and can be, further promoted by mutual 
assistance and co-operation nationally, as they have in the states; and we, there- 
fore, recommend the following: 

“Resolved, That a national legislative committee be created for the pur- 
pose of furthering such legislation that will protect and promote the rights and 
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interests of the farmers and to prevent the enactment of legislation inimical to 
our interests. 

“Resolved, That this convention of the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
operative Union of America hereby instructs its officers and legislative committee 
to co-operate with the American Federation of Labor along economic legislation 
and other lines of mutual benefit and advantage.” 

The Farmers’ Union elected fraternal delegates to this convention, and I 
recommend that the appointment of a special committee from this convention 
be authorized to confer with these delegates as to how best the interests of the 
tollers upon the field and farm, the factory, workshop, mill, and mine, may be 
mutually .protected and advanced. 

Authority should also be given to the officers of our Federation to accept 
in a fraternal spirit the Farmers’ Union declaration to co-operate along the 
lines of legislation and in such other practical spheres where we may be enabled 
to more thoroughly cultivate the best interests of all. 


ELABOR’S FRATERNITY—INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 


The spirit of international amity and universal peace is an accomplishment 
toward which the hearts of humanitarians yearn. There are none who have 
so potent an interest and who are more assiduously devoting their efforts toward 
its achievement than are the men of labor of all countries. The constant 
exercise of our influence to avoid wars will avert them if the intelligent, earnest 
efforts of the toilers are concentrated the civiHzed world over. 

We are not less patriotic, nor do we lose one jot of our love of country, 
by our intense desire for the universal fraternization of man. 

The cause of international peace has sustainec a great loss in the demise 
of that veteran trade unionist, W. Randal Creamer, of England, who for more 
than thirty years was in the vanguard of international peace and the settlement 
of international controversies by arbitration. 

More than twenty years ago it vas the American Federation of Labor, at 
its Baltimore Convention, which first cordially greeted and pledged its sympathetic 
co-operation'to Creamer’s noble work. 

The encouragement of the acceptance of the good-standing union cards 
from trade unionists of other countries into the unions of the respective organiza- 
tions here has made for more reciprocal fraternal relations and will continue to 
have a good effect. 

The intershange of fraternal delegates between the organized toilers of 
the world has led, and will still further lead, to a better understanding of the 
aspirations of all toward the common purpose of human brotherhood. 

We welcome the fraternal delegates, the ambassadors from the workers 
of Great Britain, to our convention, and to the hearts of America’s workers. In 
the personalities of John Wadsworth, of the Miners, and H. Skinner, of the 
Printers, representing the British Trades Union Congress, supplemented by 
P. M. Draper, of the Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, we recognize the 
bearers of the message of international good will and economic solidarity. We 
welcome them and our other fraternal delegates with hearts overflowing with 
cordiality and eager for their friendship and co-operation. 


BUCK’S STOVE AND RANGE COMPANY INJUNCTION. 


The Executive Council and I reported to the Norfolk Convention that the 
Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Co. had brought suit against the American 
Federation of Labor, its officers, affillated unions, and their members; that we. 
were cited by Justice Clabaugh of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia 
to show cause why an injunction should not be issued. During the Norfolk Con- 
vention, that is, on November 14, 1907, our answer was made, and on December 
18, 1907, the injunction was granted by Justice Gould of the same court. ‘This 
injunction was issued on December 18, and became effective December 23, when 
the undertaking or bond was filed by the Ruck’s Stove and Range Co. and 
approved by the court. The temporary injunction was made permanent March 
26, 1908. 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 15 


The injunction granted by the court, in this case, prohibits the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor, the officers and members of all affiliated 
unions, their or our agents, friends, sympathizers, counsel, ‘‘conspirators or 
co-conspirators,” either as officials or as individuals, from making any reference 
whatsoever to the fact that the Buck's Stove and Range Co. has ever been in any 
dispute with labor, or to the fact that the company has ever been regarded as 
unfair, or has ever been on any unfair list, or upon a ‘‘We Don’t Patronize’’ list 
of the American Federation of Labor, or of any other organization. The injunc- 
tion prohibits any and all persons from either directly or indirectly referring to 
any such controversy. Such statement or reference is also prohibited by printed, 
written, or spoken word. 


Acting upon the authority and instruction of the Norfolk Convention, 
eminent counsel, consisting of Judge Alton B. Parker and Messrs Ralston and 
Siddons, were retained. When the injunction was issued and made permanent 
our counsel were instructed to appeal to the Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia. In the meantime, with the authority of the Executive Council, the 
publication of the name of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. was discontinued in 
the “We Don’t Patronize’”’ list of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. Later, I discon- 
tinued the publication of the list in its entirety, and for the reasons which I shall 
hereafter give. Of course, I discussed in the editorial columns of the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST the injunction and the fundamental principles involved. 

In July a petition was presented by the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. and 
an order issued by the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia against “Samuel 
Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor; Frank Morrison, Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of Labor, and John Mitchell, Second Vice- 
President of the American Federation of Labor,’ to “show cause” why they should 
not be punished for contempt of court. 


Substantially the allegations are that Vice-President Mitchell violated the 
injunction as Vice-President of the American Federation of Labor, in authorizing 
and permitting acts to be done by the American Federation of Labor officers, and 
also that he, as the President of the United Mine Workers of America, enter- 
tained a resolution at the Mine Workers’ Convention, last January, calling upon 
the miners of the country to refrain from purchasing the products of the Buck's 
Stove and Range Co. 

The allegations against Secretary Morrison are substantially that he sent 
out, or caused to be sent out, copies of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, containing 
editorials and other utterances referring to the Buck’s Stove and Range Co., and 
also for sending, or causing to be sent, the printed official proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American Federation of Labor, containing the reports 
and resolutions of the Norfolk Convention upon the Buck’s Stove and Range Co.'s 
suit and injunction. 

The proceedings against me are based upon the allegation that I violated 
the’injunction in doing, or authorizing, or directing the doing of these acts, the 
sending out of an appeal for funds for our legal defense in the suit and injunction 
proceedings, on the platform In public speeches, and in editorially discussing the 
fundamental principles involved in these proceedings. 

The injunction issued by the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia at 
the instance of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company was published In the Feb- 
ruary issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 1908. It is suggested that the 
injunction, together with the editorial appearing in that same issue of the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST under the caption ‘‘Free Press and Free Speech Invaded 
by Injunction Against the American Federation of Labor—A Review and Pro- 
test,’ as well as the editorials since, be read and considered in connection with 
this matter. 

Your attention is invited to the petition of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. 
to the court for its order (which order was granted) for Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Morri- 
son and me to “show cause” why we should not be punished for contempt of 
court for alleged violation of the court’s injunction. The petition is published in 
the September, 1908, issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. I suggest that that 
petition be considered in connection herewith, as it will show fully the grounds 
_ upon which our pnishment is sought. The publication in the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
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zionist of a legal document of the court, that is, the petition of the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Co. to the court, citing John Mitchell, Frank Morrison and me 
to show cause why we should not be punished for contempt, is also alleged as an 
evidence of my violation of the court's injunction. 

The hearing in the cohtempt proceedings was set for September 8, and by 
agreement deferred to the following day. On September 9, our counsel, by our 
direction, offered to submit the entire .case, upon the petition and our answer, to 
the judgment and decision of the court. The court, however, referred the taking 
of testimony to a commissioner and accorded thirty days fer each side to present 
testimony. Before the expiration of the thirty days accorded to the Buck's Stove 
and Range Co., they applied to the court and obtained twenty days additional. 
This brought the case up to October 29. In the meantime the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Co.'s counsel engaged the attention of Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison and 
myself for many days, and then proceeded to several parts of the country where 
it was necessary for our counsel to be in attendance. Instead of availing our- 
selves of the thirty days accorded to us by the court, we advised our counsel to 
submit the testimony adduced by the Buck’s Stove and Range Co., and to submit 
the entire case for the judgment of the court without any further evidence on 
-our part. On October 30, the court ordered that it will hear argument on 
November 10, and lecide upon the case. On November 10, during the time this 
convention will be in session, the court will decide the case, whether Messrs. 
Mitchell, Morrison and I have been guilty of contempt of the court’s injunction. 
In my report to the Executive Council, in September, I took occasion to discuss 
this matter, and I can do no better than repeat the language here: 

“Your attention is especially called to a feature of the case of this injunc- 
tion. If all the provisions of the injunction are to be fully carried out, we shall 
not only be prohibited from giving or selling a copy of the proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American Federation of Labor, either, a bound or 
unbound copy; or any copy of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the greater part 
of 1907, and part of 1908, either bound or unbound, but we, as an Executive 
Council, will not be permitted to make a report upon this subject to the Denver 
Convention. 

“Unless we violate the terms of this injunction, we are prohibited from 
referring to the case at all, either in our report to the convention or to others. 
Should a delegate to the convention ask the Executive Council what disposition 
has been made, or what the status of the case is, we shall be compelled to remain 
silent. For one, I am unwilling to be placed in such a position. I have neither 
the inclination nor the intention of violating the process of the court, but I cannot 
see how It is possible for us to hold up our heads as honest men and still refuse 
to give an accounting to our fellow workers and to the public as to the status 
and outcome of this case.” j 

The Executive Council has been advised that in this report to you I shall 
fully cover this subject, thus making it unnecessary for duplication in the report 
which the Executive Council and I will jointly make to you. 

As a citizen and a man I cannot and will not surrender my right of free 
speech and freedom of the press. As President of our Federation, a decent regard 
for my duty to you and to all our fellow workers, and to the public generally, 
requires that a comprehensive report shall be made of these entire proceedings, 
so that the subject may receive your consideration, to the end that action may 
be taken to protect the interests of labor and the rights of our people before the 
courts, as well as before that higher tribunal, the public conscience of the people 
of our common country. 


SHALL INJUNCTION INVADE FREE SPEECH AND FREE PRESS. 


It is impossible to see how we can comply fully with the court’s Injunction. 
Shall we be denied the right of free speech and free press simply because we are 
workmen? Is it thinkable that we shall be compelled to suppress, refuse to dis- 
tribute, and kill for all time to come the official transactions of one of the great 
eonventions of our Federation? I opine not. 

Now it is the American Federation of Labor and the American FEDERA- 
Tiewist which are enjoined from the exercise of the right of free speech and the 
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liberty of the press. In the future it may be another publication, and this injunc- 
tion will then be quoted as a sacred precedent for future and further encrvach- 
ments upon the rights and liberties of our people. The contention of labor with 
the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. sinks into comparative insignificance contrasted 
with the great principles which are at stake. Is it imaginable that inasmuch as 
the Constitution of our country guarantees to every citizen the right of free speech 
and free press, and forbids the Congress of our government from enacting any 
law that shall in any way abridge, invade, or deny the liberty of speech and the 
freedom of press, that a court by the issuance of an injunction can invade and 
deny these rights? 

I venture to assert that the bitterest antagonists to labor in Congress would 
not have the temerity to present to that body a bill which would deny to the 
toilers of our country the right of free expression through speech or by means 
of the press, and yet this very denial and invasion are attempted by this 
injunction. 

There is no disrespect on my part to the judge or the court when with 
solemn conviction I assert that this invasion is unwarranted. The wrong has 
grown from the precedent set by previous injunction abuses, and the judge in 
this instance has but extended the process. The suppression of freedom of the 
press is a most serious undertaking, whether in autocratic Russia or in the repub- 
lic of the United States. It is because the present injunction and the contempt 
proceedings thereunder suppress free speech and free press, that I feel it my 
duty to enter a most emphatic protest. 

For ages it has been a recognized and an established principle that the 
publisher shall be uncensored in what he publishes, though he may be held 
personally and criminally Hable for what he utters. 

If what is published is wrong, or false, or sediticus, or treasonable, it is 
within the power of the courts to punish him by applying the ordinary process 
of law. 

If what is published is libelous, the civil and criminal laws may be 
invoked. 

The right to freely print and to speak has grown up through centuries of 
freedom. It has its basis in the fundamental guarantees of human liberty. It 
has been advocated and upheld by the ablest minds. Tremendous sacrifices have 
been made in its establishment. These rights must not, cannot, and will not be 
complacently surrendered—they must not be forbidden by a court’s injunction. 


INJUNCTIONS AGAINST WORKMEN. 


Injunctions as issued against workmen are never applied to, or issued 
against, any other citizen of our country. These injunctions are an attempt to 
deprive citizens of our country, when they are workmen, of the right of trial by 
jury. They are an effort to fasten an offense upon workmen who are innocent 
of any illegal act. They are issued in trade disputes to make outlaws of men, who 
are not even charged with doing things in violation of any law of state or nation. 
These injunctions issued in labor disputes are an indirect assertion of a property 
right in men, when these men are worknien engaged in a legitimate effort to 
protect or te advance their natural rights and interests. 

The writ of injunction, beneficent in its original purpose, has been per- 
verted from the protection of property and property rights, and extended to the 
invasion of personal rights and human freedom. 

It is an exhibition of crass ignorance for anyone to assert that we seek to 
abolish the writ of injunction. The fundamental principles upon which injunc- 
tions may rightfully be issued are for the protection of property and property 
rights only. 

He who seeks the ald of an injunction must come into court with clean 
hands. There must be no adequate remedy at law. 

The injunction must never be used to curtail or invade personal rights. 

It must never be used in an effort to punish crime. It must never be used 
as a means to set aside trial by jury. 

Yet injunctions as issued against workmen are used for all these purposes 
and are never used or issued against any other citizen of our country for such 
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purposes, and not even against workmen unless they are engaged in a labor dis- 
pute. Such injunctions have no warrant in law, and are the result of judicial 
usurpation and judicial legislation, which usurp the place of Congressional leg- 
islation and are repugnant to constitutional guarantees. 

In all things in which workmen are enjoined by the process of an injunc- 
tion during labor disputes—if those acts are criminal or unlawful—there are 
already ample law and remedy provided. 

Labor asks for no immunity for any of its men who may be guilty of vio- 
lence or crime. It has no desire to become a privileged class, much less a 
privileged class of wrong-doers. 

Labor protests against the discrimination against workmen which denies 
them equal justice with every other citizen of our country. If any man of labor 
be guilty of a violation of any law, we contend that he should be apprehended, 
confronted with his accuser, and tried by a jury of his peers; that he, like all 
other citizens, be presumed to be innocent until proven guilty. 


This course of justice is reversed by the practice of the injunction in labor 
disputes; for, as already stated, our form of government and principles of justice 
maintain that it shall devolve upon the prosecution to prove beyond the perad- 
ventu-e of a doubt the guilt of the accused. In the injunctions issued against 
workmen, they are required to show cause why they should not be fined or 
imprisoned. In other words, the burden of proof is shifted from the prosecution 
or plaintiff, upon the shoulders of the accused or defendant. It is not neces- 
sary to prove his guilt. He must prove his innocence. And yet the acts which 
he is charged with doing may be in violation of no law, though they may be 
enjoined by a court’s injunction. 


SUPREME COURT DECISION EXTENDS SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST LAW TO 
HATTERS AND ALL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 


Soon after the Buck’s Stove & Range Co. injunction was issued, and 
its name discontinued from the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the AnMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST the Supreme Court of the United States rendered its decision in 
the case of the Loewe Company, of Danbury, Conn., against the United Hatters of 
North America. 

The court invoked the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and decided that the 
Hatters were liable in three-fold damages. The decree of the court was to the 
effect that the Sherman Anti-Trust Law: 

“Prohibits any combination whatcver to secure action which essentially 
obstructs the free flow of commerce between the states, or restricts in that regard 
the right of a trader to engage in business. 

“The combination charged (the Hatters) falls within the class of restraints 
of trade aimed at compelling third parties and strangers involuntarily not to 
engage in the course of trade except on conditions that the combination 
(Hatters’) imposes.” 

The court says the question is whether, upon the facts contained in the 
complaint, the action against the Hatters and similar combinations can be main- 
tained under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. The court quotes the first, second, 
and seventh sections of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, as follows: 

“Section 1. Every contract, combination in the form of trust or other- 
wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the several states 
or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal. Every person who 
shall make any such contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or by both said punishments in the discretion of the court. 

“Sec. 2. Every person who shall monopolize, or attempt to monopolize, 
or combine or conspire with any other person or persons to monopolize any part 
of trade or commerce among the several states or with foreign nations shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and. on conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
oue year, or by both said punishments in the discretion of the court.” 
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“Sec. 7. Any person who shall be injured in his business or property 
by any other person or corporation by reason of anything forbidden or declared 
to be unlawful by this act may sue therefor in any Circuit Court of the United 
States in the district in which the defendant resides or is found, without respect 
to the amount in controversy, and shall recover threefold the damages by him 
sustained and the case of suit, including a reasonable attorney's fee.” 

Then the court says: 

“In our opinion, the combination described in the declaration is a com- 
bination ‘in restraint of trade, or commerce among the several states,’ in the 
sense in which those words are used in the act, and the action can be maintained 
accordingly.”’ e 

The Supreme Court also declares that the fact that the Hatters had 
trade agreements with seventy out of the eighty-two hat manufacturers of the 
country to maintain industrial peace, was proof of conspiracy and of the extent 
to which that conspiracy had progressed. 

It will be observed that while the decision itself applies directly to the 
Hatters, its force and effect apply equally to all the voluntary labor organizations 
of the country similarly situated as the Hatters. Under the court’s decision all 
the labor organizations are held to be trusts, combinations and conspiracies in 
illegal restraint of trade, and they and each of their members are not only 
liable to three-fold damages claimed by anyone, but also each member may 
be punished by a fine of $5,000 and imprisonment for one year. 


The fact that the voluntary organizations of the wage-workers are 
declared by the court to be trusts and combinations in illegal restraint of trade 
does not necessarily so constitute them tn fact. 

The unions of workers are not trusts. None of their achievements in 
behalf of the toilers or society at large can be confused with the selfish and 
pernicious activities of the illegal trusts. 

The trust, even at its best, is an organization of a few to monopolize 
production and control distribution of material products. 

The voluntary associations of the wage-workers for mutual benefit and 
assistance are essentially different. 

Though the unions of workers endeavor to control the disposition of the 
labor power of their members, this fact must not be lost sight of that the power 
of labor is not a material commodity. 

There can be no trust in anything which is not yet produced. 

The human power to produce is the antithesis of the material commodities 
which become the subject of trust control. 

Labor power is not a product; it is flesh and blood, brain and brawn—it 
is part of the human being—it is the human power to produce. 


In their very nature the associations of men to protect and advance the 
rights and the power of man’s untrammelled ownership of himself and his 
power to labor can not and ought not to be regarded as either trusts, cor- 
porations, or conspiracies in illegal restraint of trade. 


In my report to the Norfolk Convention I called attention to the fact that 
in some quarters the theory is prevalent that the American Federation of Labor, 
its affiliated organizations, internationals, locals of internationals, state federa- 
tions, city centrals, locals affiliated to them, or local branches directly or indirectly 
affiliated by charter, are engaged in one common purpose; that because they 
regard it as inexpedient to become incorporated, they are therefore bound by 
all the responsibilities appertaining to partners and partnership; that under 
this supposed partnership, the American Federation of Labor is legally respon- 
sible for the acts of any of these bodies, located at any'distance, and even though 
the officers of our Federation may know nothing whatever of the doings of the 
distant “‘partners:” that this partnership Hability extends not only to contract 
relations, but to any tortious or wrongful act of the individual members of any 
of the organizations or branches enumerated. 

The Supreme Court in its decision in the Hatters’ case assumes that 
position, and makes the American Federation of Labor, its executive officers, its 
affiliated unions and their members, officially, collectively, and individually, 
legally responsible for any action taken hy any local union, even though remotely 
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related to the American Federation of Labor, and these penalties, as already 
stated, are triple damages, fines of $5,000, and one year’s imprisonment. 

We have fiippantly been assured that our right to organize has not been 
impaired. While that in itself is true, yet the mere right to organize is in itself 
valueless if it does not carry with it the right to exercise the normal, natural 
activities of organized effort to protect and advance the physical, material, 
political, moral, and social upfft of the workers. 


Since the decision of the Supreme Court, seventy-five workmen in New 
Orleans have becn indicted for violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, their 
action having been to aid sympathetically their fellow-workers to obtain the pre- 
vailing rate of wages denied by a ship-owner. To tell us that ft is not the dispo- 
sition of the federal administration to proceed to prosecute these men; to assure 
us that it is the intention of the federal administration not to proceed against the 
membership of our organizations by wihch they may be fined and imprisoned, rests 
upon one of two suppositions; first, that the present administration is not 
satisfied that the court’s decision is justified; or, second, that purely as a 
matter of sympathy or favor the government is not disposed to prosecute the 
men of labor under this interpretation of the law. But, In either event, the 
existence of the labor organizations now depends upon the point of view of an 
administration, or upon its sufferance. That this point of view of the law, as 
interpreted by the court, or this sufferance or toleration of the organizations, 
may be changed at the whim or fancy of a change in this or any other admin- 
istration of the affairs of our country, no one will deny. 

I have already pointed out that the lifelong environment of men may 
pervert their judgment, and that the environment of the respected gentlemen 
who even compose the justices of the Supreme Bench has been such that they 
have not been brought into practical and personal contact with industrial prob- 
lems; that, on the contrary, their associations have largely been with business 
and financial men; that naturally a man absorbs most of his point of view 
from his environment; that it is, therefore, quite understandable that the Justices 
of the Supreme Court should have little knowledge of modern industrial condi- 
tions, and less sympathy with the efforts of the wage-workers to adapt them- 
selves to the marvelous revolution which has taken place in industry in the past 
quarter of a century. 


The attitude and the language of the court in the Hatters’ case make It 
clear that the Supreme Court is not informed on modern economics. No one 
disputes the real rights of property, but surely the rights of property are not 
greater than the rights of man. 

No more sweeping, far-reaching, important, and unjust decision has ever 
been issued by a court. The Dred-Scott decision did not approach it in scope, 
for that decision only decreed that any runaway slave could be pursued if he 
made his escape into a free state, and his return to his owner in a slave state 
be enforced by all the powers of government. Any person who assisted in the 
escape of a slave, or who harbored him, could be prosecuted before the courts 
for a criminal offense. That decision involved comparatively few, those slaves 
who could make good their escape from a siave holding state. The Civil War 
annulled the decision of the Supreme Court and freed the black slaves. It cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of brave men on both sides. It emancipated 
from chattel slavery four millions of black slaves. No man now proudly points 
to that famous Dred-Scott Supreme Court decision. 


The decision of the Supreme Court In the Hatters’ case involves every 
wage-worker of our country, men and women, white or black, who associate 
themselves permanently ‘or temporarily to protect or advance their human 
rights. 

Even at the expense of time and patience, I am impelled to quote from a 
previous report made to our Federation: 

“The ownership of a free man is vested in himself alone. The only reason 
for the ownership of bendmen or slaves is the ownership of their labor power 
by their masters. Therefore, it follows that if free men’s ownership of them- 
selves involves their labor power, none but themselves are owners of their labor 
power. Hence, it is essential that the product of a free man is his own. If he 
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by choice or by reason of his environment sells his labor power to another and 
is paid a wage in return therefor, this wage is his own. This proposition is so 
essentially true that it is the underlying idea upon which is based the entire 
structure of private property. To question or to attempt to destroy the. principle 
enunciated, involves the entire structure of civilized society. 


“The free man’s ownership of himself and his labor power implies that 
he may sell it to another or withhold it; that he may with others similarly 
situated sell their labor power or withhold it; that no man has even an implied 
property right in the labor of another; that free men may sell their labor power 
under stress of their needs, or they may withhold it to obtain more advantageous 
returns. Any legislation or court construction dealing with the subject of organi- 
zations, corporations or trusts which curtail or corner the products of labor, can 
have no true application to the association of free men in the disposition or 
withholding of their labor power. 


“The attempt to deny to free men, by injunction or other process, the 
right of association, the right to withhold their labor power or to induce others 
to withhold their labor power, whether these men be engaged in an industrial 
dispute with employers, or whether they be other workmen who have taken the 
places of those engaged in the original dispute, is an invasion of man’s ownership 
of himself and of his labor power, and is a claim of some form of property 
right in the workmen who have taken the places of strikers, or men locked out. 


“If the ownership of free men is vested in them and in them alone, they 
have not only the right to withhold their labor power, but to induce others to 
make common cause with them, and to withhold theirs that the greatest advan- 
tage may accrue to all. It further follows that if free men may avail themselves 
of the lawful right of withholding their labor power, they have the right to do 
all lawful things in pursuit of that lawful purpose. And neither court injunctions 
nor other processes have any proper application to deny to free men these 
lawful, constitutional, natural and intl.erent rights. 

“In the disposition of the wages returned from the sale of labor power, 
man is also his own free agent. All things he may lawfully buy, he may also 
lawfully abstain from buying. He may purchase from whomsoever he will, 
or he may give his patronage to another. What he may do with his wages in 
the form of bestowing or withholding his patronage, he may lawfully agree 
with others to do. . 


“No corporation or company has a vested interest in the patronage of a 
free man. If this be true, and its truth can not be controverted upon any basis 
in law, free men may bestow their patronage upon any one or withhold it, or 
bestow i* upon another. And this, too, whether In the first instance the business 
concern is hostile or friendly. It is true for any good reason, and in the last 
analysis, for no reason at all. 


“Tt is not a question as to whether we like or dislike lockouts or strikes, 
boycotts or blacklists. The courts have declared that lockouts and the blacklists 
and all that pertain thereto are not unlawful. It is difficult to understand, then, 
unless there is some conception in the courts of an employer’s property right 
in some form In the laborer or the laborer’s patronage, how they stretch their 
authority, pervert the purpose of the law and undertake by the injunctive process 
to outlaw either the strike or the boycott. 


‘Ty claim that what one man may lawfully do when done by two or more 
men becomes unlawful or criminal, is equal to asserting that nought and nought 
makes two.” 

In connection with the subject of injunction, boycott and courts’ decisions 
thereunder, I beg to call to your attention an answer which I felt impelled to 
write in reply to the unwarranted attack made by the President of the United 
States, ostensibly upon me, but actually upon every member of the organized 
labor movement of our country. Tat answer is published in the regular 
November issue of the AMERICAN FeneraTionist. Therein I quote a number 
of eminent legal authorities sustaining our position, and I now desire to read 
the brief but effective decision recently delivered by the highest court of the 
State of Montana. The court says: . 
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“We hold, then, that a labor organization may employ the boycott, as 
herein defined, in furtherance of the objects of its existence. If, however, the 
means by which it enforces the boycott are illegal, then it may render its 
members amenable to the processes of the law, but if they are not the courts 
are powerless to render assistance to the person or firm boycotted, even though 
financial loss results as the direct consequence of the boycott. It may be true, 
that, speaking generally, no one has the right intentionally to do an act for the 
purpose of injuring another’s business; but injury, however, in its legal signi- 
ficance means damage resulting from the violation of a legal right, and it is the 
violation of the legal right which renders an act wrongful in the eye of the law 
and makes it actionable. If, then, these defendants and their associates did 
not violate any legal right of the plaintiff in withdrawing their patronage from 
the company, or in agreeing to withdraw their patronage from the company, 
or in agreeing to withdraw their patronage from anyone who might patronize 
Lindsay & Co., they can not be enjofmed from continuing the boycott in force, so 
long as the means employed to make the boycott effective are not illegal. 

“The evidence shows that the only means used in this instance was the 
publication of the circular in question. 

“It is held by the court that if any of the individuals in the union could 
publish the circular, all may join in its publication. 

“Certainly it can not be said that Lindsay & Co. had a property right in 
the trade of any particular person. 

“In this country patronage depends upon good will, and we do not think 
that it will be contended by anyone that it was wrongful or unlawful, or violated 
any right of the plaintiff company for any particular individual in Billings to 
withdraw his patronage from Lindsay & Co., or from any other concern which 
might be doing business with that company, and that, too, without regard to his 
reason for doing 20. 


“But there can be found running through our legal literature many 
remarkable statements that an act perfectly lawful when done by one person 
becomes by some sort of legerdemain criminal when done by two or more persons 
acting in concert, and this upon the theory that the concerted action amounts 
to @ conspiracy. 

“But with this doctrine we do not agree. 

“If an individual is clothed with a right when acting alone, he does not 
lose such right merely by acting with others, each of whom is clothed with the 
same right. 

“If the act done is lawful, the combination of action is not an element. 
which gives character to the act. 

“It is the illegality of the purpose to be accomplished or the illegal means 
used in the furtherance of the purpose which makes the act illegal.” 

Since the decision of the United States Supreme Court in the Hatters’ case, 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, taking Its cue therefrom, and from other 
federal court injunctions and decisions, has decided that it is illegal for workmen. 
to engage in a strike in support of their fellow-workmen, and that they are 
thereby liable to fine and imprisonment. 

The highest court in Massachusetts has quite recently sustained an injunc- 
tion against a labor organization (bricklayers’ union), enjoining the union from. 
fining two of its members who violated the rules of the union to become strike 
breakers. 


BILL AMENDING SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST LAW. 


When the Supreme Court decision was rendered, declaring that the labor 
organizations come under the Sherman anti-trust law, with all the suits, fines, and 
imprisonment involved, the Executive Council and I prepared a bill and placed 
it in the hands of the Hon. William B. Wilson, member of the United Mine 
Workers of America and representing in Congress the Fifteenth District of 
Pennsylvania, of which the following is a copy: 

“H R. 30684.—To amend the act approved July 2, 1890, entitled ‘An Act to 
protect trade and commerce against any unlawful restraints and monopolies.’ 
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“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act approved July 2, 1890, 
entitled ‘An act to protect trade and commerce against any unlawful restraints 
and monopolies,’ be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding at the end of 
said act the following section: 

“That nothing in said act is intended nor shall any provision thereof here- 
after be enforced so as to apply to organizations or associations not for profit and 
without capital stock, nor to the members of such organizations or associations. 

‘That nothing in said act is intended nor shall any provision thereof 
hereafter be enforced so as to apply to any arrangements, agreements, or com- 
binations among persons engaged in agriculture or horticulture made with a view 
of enhancing the price of their own agricultural or horticultural product.” 

That bill was smothered in the sub-committee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. The Wilson bill would not confer any added privilege upon the 
organizations of the wage-earners. It would only restore to them the rights of 
which they were shorn by the United States Supreme Court, 


BILL TO REGULATE INJUNCTIONS, 


The Pearre bill (H. R. 94) for the regulation of the isstiance of injunc 
tions, repeatedly, emphatically, and unanimously indorsed by several conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor, is as follows: 

“H. R. 94.—Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatived 
of the United States of America In Congress assembled, That no restraining order 
or injunction shall be granted by any court of the United States, or a judge or 
the judges thereof, in any case between an employer and an employe, or between 
employers and employes, or between employes, or between persons employed to 
labor and persons seeking employment as laborers, or between persons seeking 
employment as laborers, or involving or growing out of a dispute concerning terms 
or conditions of employment, unless necessary to prevent irreparable injury to 
property or to a property right of the party making the application, for which 
injury there is no adequate remedy at law, and such property or property right 
must be particularly described in the application, which must be in writing and 
sworn to by the applicant or by his, her, or its agent or attorney. And for the 
purposes of this act no right to continue the relation of employer and employe or 
to assume or create such relation with any particular person or persons, or at all, 
or to carry on business of any particular kind, or at any particular place, or at all, 
shall be construed, held, considered, or treated as property or as constituting a 
property right. 

“Sec. 2. That in cases arising in the courts of the United States or coming 
before said courts, or before any judge or the judges thereof, no agreement 
between two or more persons concerning the terms or conditions of employment 
of labor, or the assumption or creation or termination of any relation between 
employer and employe, or concerning any act or thing to be done or not to be 
done with reference to or involving or growing out of a labor dispute, shall con- 
stitute a conspiracy or other criminal offense or be punished or prosecuted as 
such unless the act or thing agreed to be done or not to be done would be unlaw- 
ful if done by a single individual, nor shall the entering into or the carrying 
out of any such agreement be restrained or enjoined unless such act or thing 
agreed to be done would be subject to be restrained or enjoined under the 
provisions, limitations, and definition contained in the first sectiun of this act. 


“Sec. 3. That all Acts and parts of Acts in conflict with the provisions 
of this Act are hereby repealed.” 

This bill was also smothered by the House Judiciary Committee. 

Having quoted the features of the Wilson and the Pearre bills, let us 
consider the provisions of the British Trades Dispute Act passed by the Parliament 
of monarchical England in December, 1906, less than two years ago. They are 
as follows: 


“An act done In pursuance of an agreement or combination by two or more 
persons shall, if done in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute, not 
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be actionable unless the act, if done without any such agreement or combination, 
would be actionable. 

“It shall be lawful for one or more persons, acting on their own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union or of an individual employer or firm in contem- 
plation or furtherance of a trade dispute, to attend at or near a house or place 
where a person resides or works or carries on business or happens to be, if they 
so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully obtaining or communicating 
Information, or of peacefully persuading any person to work or abstain from 
working. , 

“An act done by a person in contemplation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute shall not be actionable on the ground only that it induces some other 
person to break a contract of employment or that it is an interference with the 
trade, business, or employment of some other person, or with the right of some 
other person to dispose of his capital or his labor as he wills. 

“An action against a trade union, whether of workmen or masters, or 
against any members or officials thereof on behalf of themselves and all other 
members of the trade union in respect of any tortious act alleged to have been 
committed by or on behalf of the trade union, shall not be entertained by any 


court. 

“Nothing tn this section shall affect the llability of the trustees of a trade 
union to be sued in the events provided for by the Trades Union Act, 1871, Section 
Nine, except in respect of any tortious act committed by or on behalf of the 
union in contemplation or in furtherance of a trade dispute.” 


It will be observed that what the working people of our republic ask 
at the hands of our Congress is fully within the bounds of the law enacted in 
the monarchy of Great Britain. Recently some one said that such a law could 
be enacted by the British Parliament, because special legislation is permissible 
and even natural, since each dominant class has legislated in and for its own 
interests, while in our country we have a written constitution forbidding special 
legisiation. The fact of the matter is, that if the Supreme Court of the United 
States is correct in its interpretation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, applying 
its terms to the voluntary organizaticns of labor, then we could say that we 
have special legisiation affecting the voluntary organizations of the working 
people in the exercise of their natural rights, when it would not apply to any 
other voluntary organization, and when the law was specially enacted to protect 
the people from the combinations, trusts, and monopolies. Surely, the British 
Parliament, under a monarchy, would not accord special privileges and special 
rights; to give to the workers of that country @ power and a privilege to 
exercise such activities as are either unjust or harmful to the people or the Iinsti- 
tutions of that country. 

Undaunted by opposition, no matter how keen or malignant, I recommend 
that we renew our efforts with greater energy and insistence upon the passage 
of the principles contained in the Wilson and Pearre Dills. 

The aim of our unions is to improve the standard of life; to foster educa- 
tion an? instill character, manhood and an independent spirit among our people; 
to bring about a recognition of the interdependence of man upon his fellow-man. 
We aim to establish a normal workday, to take the children from the factory 
and workshop; to give them the opportunity of the school, the home and the 
playground. In a word, our unions strive to lighten toll, cducate the workers, 
make their homes more cheerful, and in every way contribute an earnest effort 
to make life the better worth living. To achleve these praiseworthy ends, we 
believe that all honorable and lawful means are both justifiable and commendable, 
and willl receive the sympathetic support of every liberty-loving, right-thinking 
American. 

Can Labor's opponents Imagine themselves in a ‘“fool’s paradise.’ where 
they can succeed in crushing out the organizations of labor from our public 
life and body politic, the unions which have done so much to bring light and 
hope into the workshop and the home, to protect the rights and interests and 
well-being of the American workers? 

Our labor organizations are a necessary and inevitable outgrowth of mod- 
em industrial conditions. To deny the unions of labor the exercise of their 
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normal activities for the protection and advancement of the workers and the 
advancement of society in general, is to do a great injury to all our people. 
Does eny one imagine that America’s wcrkers will submit to the injustice, the 
greed and rapacity of unchecked corporate wealth without some form of resist- 
ance? 

Suppose the trade and labor unions of America could be crushed and 
ariven out of existence by legislation and court decrees; what then? Is it not 
true that each worker would become anirresponsible man without association 
with his fellows, without opportunity for consultation, and without the restrain- 
ing as well as the constructive influence whic open and voluntary organization 
gives? Then wouid the workers seek their own redress in their own individual 
way. Is such a condition desirable, or tolerable to the normal, rational, intelli- 
gent, peaceful organizations of labor of our day? I opine not. Such a condition 
must not and will not transpire. 

The American labor movement ts founded upon the inherent principles 
of justice and right. Its men are loyal, as loyal to the institutions of our republic 
as can be found in any walk of life. The unions of labor and our Federation 
have done so much for the material, moral, and social uplift of the toilers 
that they will be indelibly impressed upon the hearts and minds not only of the 
workers themselves, but of every earnest, intelligent, liberty-loving, fair-minded 
citizen of our country. 

The unions of labor will live. They can not be, they must not be, they 
will not be driven out of existence. They will demand relief at the hands of 
Congress, not in some dim, distant future time, but now. 


LEGISLATION. 


Congress passed a law to compensate employes in the government service 
who may meet with accident while in that service. We have urged the applica- 
tion of the principle in a general employers’ liability law, but without avail. 


Congress passed a law forbidding the labor of children under fourteen 
years of age in the District of Columbia. It required great effort to secure the 
passage of this law. The committee of Congress having the bill in charge 
reported one with the age limit of children for twelve years. When this bill 
was reported by the Chairman, I addressed a letter to the Hon. J. Van Vechten 
Olcott, from which I quote the following: 

“I see that the Committee on the District of Columbia has reported a 
bill to the House upon the subject matter dealing with the question of child 
labor in the District of Columbia. I note also that the bill provides the twelve- 
year age limit; that is, the labor of children in manufactories, etc., under the 
age of twelve years is prohibited. 

“In connection with the subject matter, may I submit to you the fact 
that the enactment of a bill containing the age limit of twelve years can do 
naught but work mischief and great injury to the movement which seeks to 
eliminate the worst elements of child labor in the industrial affairs of our country. 
No one in our time undertakes to defend the exploitation of the young and the 
innocent children for profit in industry. The heart and the conscience and the 
good sense of our people have been aroused against the great wrong and injury 
resulting from the labor of young and innocent children. So far as this reform 
movement has gone, In thirty-five of our states the law upon the statute books 
provides the fourteen-year age limit and in only nine is there a law providing 
for the twelve-year age limit. 


“If the Congress of the United States were to enact a law by which the 
age limit of the labor of children ‘would be set at twelve years, it would be the 
severest blow which this humane movement could receive. Here in the capital 
of the United States, with Congress legislating upon this subject, it would seem 
that even a fair conception of right and duty would permit the enactment of a 
law that shall set the age permitting children to work in the industries of 
Washington at not less than fourteen years. 

‘The fact that there is no law upon the statute books regulating or limit- 
mg the labor of children in the District of Columbia is a severe reflection in 
itself. To now enact a law that would set the permissive age at twelve years 
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for children to labor would not only be a serious mistake and contribute to 
retard the progressive movement toward eliminating child labor, but, as already 
stated, would be regarded as reactionary in the extreme. It were far better 
that Congress would not enact a law upon the subject at all than to pass the 
bill reported by your Committee to the House. 

“I am sure that I but reflect the sentiment, and the deep-seated sentiment, 
of the demands of all the people of our country, when I urge that your Com- 
mittee and Congre3s will change the proposed bill so as to raise the age limit 
to fourteen years.” ’ 

The protest had its effect and the age limit was raised to fourteen years. 
Congress failed to make any provision for inspectors or other officers to enforce 
the law. The government of the District of Columbia is, however, making an 
effort to enforce It. 

I recommend that we urge upon Congress the appropriation of sufficient 
funds for the passage of a supplementary law providing for permanent annual 
appropriations and for the designation of inspectors and officers for the rigid 
enforcement of the District of Columbia Child Labor Law. 

The law passed by Congress prescribing the limit of hours for telegraphers 
and other railway employes, has been declared unconstitutional by one of the 
federal .courts, as has also been declared unconstitutional the law providing 
fo” the Hability of common carriers engaged in interstate commerce for accidents 
to their employes. 


SOME SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 


It may be well to recite acts recently declared unconstitutional by our 
federal courts: 

The law of the State of New York limiting the hours of workmen in 
bake shops to ten per day; 

The law prohibiting common carriers engaged in interstate commerce 
from discharging employes because of membership in a labor organization, or 
discharging them for any reason; 

The law limiting the hours of telegraphers and other railway employes 
of common carriers engaged in interstate commerce; 

The Eight-Hour Law so far as it applies to dredge-men in government 
employ. . 

The Supreme Court has decided in the Arago case, Robertson vs. Barry 
Baldwin, that seamen may be forcibly brought to their vessels and forced to work 
against their will, notwithstanding the vessels may be in safe harbor, thereby 
imposing involuntary servitude upon them. 


LITIGATION HARASSING LABOR. 


Since the United States Supreme Court decision the executive officers of the 
American Federation of Labor and others have been made defendants in a suit 
brought by the W. R. Thompson Marble Co., a corporation of Denver, Colo. In: 
this case the Executive Council and myself had neither individual nor official 
information that any controversy existed between the complaining firm .and the 
union of the trade, and yet it is obligatory for us to retain counsel for defense. 

It is quite evident that it is the purpose of Labor’s opponents to entangle 
us in constant litigation before the courts, involving not only our time and atten- 
tion, but enormous expense for legal counsel, printing, and court fees. The 
expenditures of time and money have been enormously increased in recent times, 
since the further abuse of the injunction writ and the Hatters’ decision of the 
Supreme Court, all of which have been taken advantage of by all union haters, 
conspicuous among whom is the National Association of Manufacturers, of 
which Mr. Van Cleave is President. 

It is a matter of great concern how we shall be enabled to meet these legal 
expenses. The moneys received by the assessment and authorized by the last 
convention, and contributed voluntarily by the men of labor upon the appeal 
issued to them, have been almost entirely exhausted. The appeal case in the 
injunction suit of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. against the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has not yet been argued. 
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The contempt proceedings against Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison, and myself 
have just closed. The Executive Council or I may again be cited for contempt 
ef court, because I have undertaken to report the status of the case to this con- 
vention; and no one can foretell to what limits the contempt proceedings, injunc- 
tion cases and other suits may extend. For one, I am free to say that I shall not 
recommend the levying of additional assessments or making appeals for voluntary 
contributions in legal defense of these cases. If it is the intention of those who 
are hostile to the interests of the toflers of our country to take advantage of the 
trend of court decisions for the usurpation of the toilers’ rights by the injunctions, 
let them proceed as they will without our assuming to do the impossible; that 
is, to be represented by competent legal counsel. If the situation is to become so 
acute, let us personally, as best we can, defend our rights before the courts, 
taking whatever consequences may ensue. For one, I can see no remedy for 
these qutrageous proceedings, unless there shall be a quickening of the conscience 
of our judges or the relief which the Congress of our country can and should 
afford. 


LEGISLATION, AND POLITICAL ACTION. 


For years the toilers have asked legislation of Congress and the state 
legislaturea, which these law-making bodies can grant, and which can be obtained 
in no other way. The workers have not sought to secure by legislation, or at the 
hands of government, what they could accomplish by their own initiative and 
activities. . 

We have presented legislative measures justified by the development of 
industrial needs and the conditions of our people, founded upon the essentials of 
justice and equality before the law, which have for their object the restoration 
and perpetuation of individual liberty and human freedom. 

We have asked Congress for the following legislation: 

Amendment of the eight-hour law, so as to extend its provisions to all 
government employes and to the employes of contractors and sub-contractors 
doing work for or on behalf of the government. 

A law to regulate the labor of convicts, that the states may protect their 
free citizens from the unfair competition of the products of convict labor. ° 

General employers’ liability law. 

A law to protect American workmen from the wholesale and unrestricted 
immigration of foreign workmen who are brought to our country to lower the 
American standard of life. 

A law that shall safeguard not only American workers but American civil- 
ization from all Asiatic immigration. 

A law creating a Department of Labor independent of any other depart- 
ment of the government, with a secretary at its head who shall have a seat in 
the President's Cabinet, on an equality with the secretaries of all other depart- 
ments, and who, in the President’s councils, may have the opportunity to advise 
a rightful course and to say the right word at the right time for the men and 
women of labor of our country, the men and women who are performing so great 
a service to society. 

A law that shall accord to the seamen employed on privately owned vessels 
the rights conceded to all other workmen, wlıen their vessels are in safe harbor. 

Laws promotive of the protection and advancement of the material interests 
of the workers, in such instances only where the object sought could not be 
secured through the initiative and the activities of the workers themselves. 

Each and all of these laws have been denied at the hands of Congress. 

But in the recent past, questions of more transcendent Importance have 
arisen. The decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in the Danbury 
Hatters’ case has, as already reported to you, placed our voluntary organizations 
of labor in the category of monopolies, trusts, and combinations In illegal 
restraint of trade. As that law now stands, it outlaws and makes civilly Hable 
in three-fold damages and in prosecution by the federal government by fine and 
imprisonment the members of labor organizations who collectively exercise their 
normal, natural functions and activities of organized existence in furtherance of 
their natural and personal rights. 
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Abuse and perversion of the injunction writ have grown to alarming pro- 
portions. Recent injunctions forbid the exercise of free speech, free press, free- 
dom of assembly, and the right of petition. Indeed, the abuse of the Injunction 
writ has revolutionized our Anglo-Saxon judicial system and sense of justice. 

Under the present abuse of the injunction there is no longer a necessity 
for anyone to be charged with crime and proven guilty in order to be punished. 
The presumption of innocence of the accused is no longer a truism. By the 
injunction process as now issued against men of labor engaged in a dispute with 
employers, the accused must prove his innocence and must “show cause” why he 
should not be fined and imprisoned. That cherished institution, trial by jury, the 
safeguard of the people against tyranny, has been dispensed with by the perver- 
sion of the injunction writ, and Instead of this safeguard of human liberty, a 
single judge, sitting in a court of equity, may disregard all accepted rules of pro- 
cedure and of evidence and substitute his own opinion of what may appear to 
him to be just and right. 


To meet and overcome this great fundamental wrong, repugnant to our 
Constitution and to the history and the traditions of our republic and our civil- 
ization, the Pearre Btll (H. R. 94) was presented to Congress for enactment. At 
every meeting of workmen in the entire country at any time when the subject 
of the abuse of the injunction writ was discussed they have been united in protest 
and denunciation against the abuse of injunction and have demanded legal enact- 
ment that would restore them to é¢quality before the law with all other citizens 
of our common country. 

Every city central body, every convention of international unions, and of 
the American Federation of Labor, in equally emphatic terms has attacked the 
injunction wrong and demanded legal redress. 

Never has there been one voice raised or one vote cast by any man in the 
labor organizations of our country in dissent from or In opposition to this position 
and this demand. The most careful search through the archives and records of 
the labor movement discloses a unanimity of opinion among liberty-loving citi- 
zens upon this grave question, and particularly among the workers, unparalleled 
by the feeling on any other question which ever has engaged their attention. 

The opposition is well defined, and comes from that source which would 
arrogate to itself the power which wealth possesses in order that tyranny may 
be wielded over the men of labor and over masses of our people. 


Tt was because the Injunction took new form in the writ issued by the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia last December, denying to the officers 
and to the rank and file of the American labor movement the right of free speech 
and free press, and because of the decision of the Supreme Court declaring the 
voluntary organizations of labor, trusts, corporations, monopolies, conspiracies 
and combinations In illegal restraint of trade, with’ all the penalties involved, that 
the Executive Council directed me to call the responsible officers of the inter- 
national unions of America in @ great conference which was held at Washington, 
D. C., March 18. 

That conference was held simultaneously with a meeting of the Executive 
Council, and almed to accomplish the following purpose: First, to impress upon 
Congress the necessity of enacting a law restoring to the workers the rights of 
which thev were shorn by the Supreme Court's decision in the Hatters’ case; 
and. second, a law to correct the injunction abusc; or, upon the failure of Con- 
greas tn rrant the essential relief demanded, to appeal to the two great political 
parties and urge them to pledge themselves to the enactment of these necessary 
laws. 

The Washington conference In March was practically In the nature of a 
epecial convention of the American Federation of Labor, with the addition that 
the representatives of some nf the Railwav Brotherhoods and of the farmers’ 
organizations participated. The conference formulated and presented a Protest to 
Congress, and prepared an Addreaa tn the Workers of our Country. calling upon 
them to hold meetings upon the 18th and 19th of April. there to pass resolutions 
declaratory of their insistence that Congress should enact these laws or declaring 
for such alternative action to which I shall make reference later in this report. 
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Congress adjourned, the majority party in Congress boastfully declaring 
its indifference to Labor’s appeal and demand for justice. 

The Executive Council thereupon decided to hold meetings at Chicago and 
at Denver, respectively, at the same time when the Republican and Democratic 
party conventions would be held, not only for the transaction of the ordinary 
business which would come before the Executive Council, but also to appeal to 
these conventions to incorporate in their platforms the demands which Labor 
makes upon Congress and the government for equal rights of all our people, 
whether they be workers or citizens in any walk of life. 

The Executive Council presented identical demands to both political 
parties. ° 

In order that the subsequent action may be more clearly set forth, not only 
to you, but to those who may follow us in our movement, and for the future 
historian of our cause, it is necessary here to present some matters in their 
chronological order. 

One of the earliest declarations of our Federation upon the subject of the 
use of Labor’s political power was that adopted in 1886 at Columbus, Ohio, 
expressing encouragement of the political activity of the workers in several parts 
of the country. Quoting the resolution, it Geclared: 

‘Resolved, That the convention urges the most generous support to the 
independent political movement of the workingmen.” 

In 1895, the New York convention declared: 

“That the American Federation of Labor most firmly and unequivocally 
favors the independent use of the ballot by the trade unionists and workingmen, 
united regardless of party, that we may elect men from our own ranks to make 
new laws and administer them along the lines laid down in the legislative demand 
of the American Federation of Labor, and at the same time secure an impartial 
judiciary that will not govern us by arbitrary injunctions of the courts, nor act 
as the pliant tools of corporate wealth. 


“That as our efforts are centered against all forms of industrial slavery 
and economic wrong, we must also direct our utmost energies to remove all forms 
of political servitude and party slavery to the end that the working people may 
act as a unit at the polls at every election." 

In 1896 the Cincinnati convention reaffirmed that declaration. 

At the 1899 Detroit convention the following was adopted: 

“Resolved, That this Federation recommend that the various central and 
local bodies of labor in the United States take steps to use their ballots, their 
political power, on independent lines, as enunciated in the declaration of princi- 
ples of the American Federation of Labor.” 

At the 1902, New Orleans, convention the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Legislative Committee of the American Federation of 
Labor is instructed to prepare bills concerning such legislation by Congress as is 
desired, and especially concerning the subjects of Oriental Immigration, govern- 
ment by injunction, eight-hour workday, and the involuntary servitude of chil- 
dren; that copies of these bills, when prepared, shall be sent to the executive 
officers of each of the state federations of labor, where such federations exist, and 
in other cases to such persons or organizations as may be selected, with instruc- 
tions in each case providing that the bills for the desired legislation shall be sub- 
mitted to the county conventions of all political parties, with the request for 
an endorsement of same by such conventions, and instructions from them to their 
delegates and nominees to act in accordance with such endorsement; that such 
further steps will be taken as will secure the nomination by state cenventions, and 
the election by state legislatures, of only such men for the House of Representa- 
tives and the United States Senate as are fully and satisfactorily pledged to the 
support of the bills prepared by the Legislative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; that it shall be the duty of the officers upon whom the responsi- 
bility of promoting the proposed legislation shall devolve, to give the results of their 
work, as shown by the actions of conventions and the pledges of candidates, the 
greatest publicity, to the end that all trade unionists may know who their friends 
are.’ 
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The New Orleans convention also declared: 

“That no efforts be spared to induce the legislative power to curtail the 
abuse of injunction indulged in by the judicial branch of our government, by 
the enactment of an Anti-Injunction Bill.” 

The Boston convention, 1903, reaffirmed that statement. 

The Minneapolis convention, 1906, adopted the following: 

“We regard with pleasure the recent political action of the organized work- 
ingmen of the country, by which they have demonstrated they are determined to 
exhibit their political power. We are in full accord therewith and recommend 
to organized labor throughout the country that they persist in their efforts to 
organize as an independent political force, to the end that labor may achieve its 
just rights through exercise of the ballot.” 

And further on by the same convention: 

“Let the principle be proclaimed in every community, that associated labor 
will hold hostile individuals and parties responsible for the defeat of labor 
measures." 


The Minneapolis convention also declared that candidates be investigated 
as to their past acts, and interrogated as to their position on the abuse of the 
injunction writ, “and that those who from their actions or expressions are deemed 
unsound be, regardless of any other question, repudiated.’ 

The Norfolk convention, 1907, reiterated and emphasized the declarations 
made at Minneapolis. 

By common consent of all labor and by direction of our organized labor 
movement, the officers of our Federation, ‘‘are directed to watch legislative meas- 
ures directly affecting the interests of working people, and to initiate, whenever 
necessary, such legislative action as the convention may direct.” (Art. 9, Sec. 1, 
Constitution A. F. of L.) 

Through the members of the Executive Council and the legislative oom- 
mittees of the Federation, no effort has been left untried to press home upon 
Congress the necessity for the enactment of laws in the furtherance of the interests 
and for the protection of the rights and liberties of our fellow workers and fellow 
citizens. 


With the imposition of the specific instructions of our conventions and the 
constitutional commands, when it became apparent, aye, when it was fiaunted in 
our faces, that the committees of Congress were constituted and made up from 
those who were specifically and avowedly antagonistic to Labor’s reasonable 
measures; when the very committee, the Committee on Labor, created upon the 
demand of the workers so that it might give its earnest and sympathetic sup- 
port to the necessary labor measures when that committee, like all other com- 
mittees, was constituted and made up of Representatives in Congress specifically 
antagonistic to Labor’s interests, what was the duty of your officers in the 
premises? 


Under the circumstances I found it a pleasurable duty to say that unless 
the rights to which Labor is entitled were accorded by legislation, we should 
appeal from the Representatives in Congress to their constituents. 

The Executive Council called a conference at Washington in 1906, where 
the historic “Bill of Grievances” was adopted, which was presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to the presiding officer of the Senate, and to the 
Speaker of the House. Congress continued indifferent, aye, became still more 
hostile, for it annulled part of the Eight-Hour Law so far as it applied to the 
construction of the Panama Canal, but our demonstration had the effect of the 
President issuing an order for the enforcement of the existing Eight-Hour Law, 
which upon various occasions for more than two years previous I had vainly 
urged him to act. 

That Bill of Grievances, signed by the members of the Executive Council, 
and by the officers and representatives of international unions, declared to the 
President of the United States, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House, that: 

“Labor brings these grievances to your attention because you are the 
representatives responsible for legislation and for the failure of legislation. The 
tollers come to you as your fellow citizens who, by reason of their position in life, 
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have not only with all other citizens an equal interest in our country, but the 
further interest of being the burden-bearers, the wage-earners of America. As 
Labor’s representatives we ask you to redrgss these grievances, for it is in your 
power to do so. Labor now appeals to you, and we trust that it may not be in 
vain. But if perchance you may not heed us, we shall appeal to the conscience 
and the support of our fellow citizens.”’ 

Finding the majority in Congress indifferent and inimical to our grievances, 
the campaign was undertaken to secure the election of men true to Labor, and the 
defeat of our most conspicuous opponents. Several of those hostile to Labor’s 
interests were defeated, the majority tn Congress in 1906 was reduced fully one- 
half and the majority of those of our opponents elected, heavily cut down. 

The campaign inaugurated by Labor in 1906, being the first conspicuous 
effort to punish Labor’s enemies at the polls, increased their anger and aggravated 
their antagonism. The Speaker, who had “packed’’ committees not only against 
labor but against any other real reform legislation, was brazenly re-elected, and 
to accentuate hig bitter and relentless determination to block effective legisla- 
tion, he so appointed his committees as to make absolutely sure of the impossi- 
bility of having bills objectionable to him and the “interests” he represents from 
even being reported for the consideration of Congress. 

In following that vindictive policy, he punished the Representative in 
Congress, Mr. Pearre, who had the courage to re-introduce our bill to regulate the 
issuance of the injunction writ and to prevent its abuse. Speaker Cannon refused 
to reappoint Mr. Pearre as a member of the Judiciary Committee, a committee 
upon which he had served ably and conspicuously in two preceding Congresses. 


Injunctions continued to be issued in constantly more aggravated form, 
until the injunction was issued by Justice Gould, December 18, 1907, against 
the more than two million members of the organizations of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as well as against the Executive Council. Free speech and free 
press were denied and then followed the Supreme Court decision in the Danbury 
Hatters’ case, classing our unions as trusts, corporations, monopolies, conspiracies 
and combinations in illegal restraint of trade, with all the llabilities of three-fold 
damages, fines of $5,000, and imprisonment for a year. 

When the events recorded, and others too numerous to mention, transpired, 
they developed and culminated into an acute state of feeling among the workers 
of the country. The right of exercising the peaceful, normal, and natural activi- 
ties of the workers was outlawed, the very existence of our united efforts 
imperilled, constitutional rights of free speech and free press were invaded and 
. denied, and the hostile frame of mind of Congress clearly emphasized. 


At this time came demands from our fellow workers all over the country 
in the form of resolutions and otherwise, all of them urging that a definite course 
be pursued by our Federation relative to the new conditions which had arisen. 

The adverse decisions and injunctions of courts and the hostility of Con- 
grees created an unsettled and anxious state of mind among our fellow workers 
throughout the country. A number of central bodies adopted resolutions demand- 
ing that the Executive Council call a mass convention to take political action in 
some form or other, and declaring that in the event that this was not done by 
a specific date, they would themselves inaugurate such a movement. The greater 
number, however, expressed their devotion to our movement by declaring them- 
selves willing to follow whatever course upon which the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of I.abor might decide. 


It was in consideration of this situation that a meeting of the Executive 
Council was called at Washington, beginning March 16. Upon the authority of 
my colleagues an invitation was extended to the responsible officers of the inter- 
national unions to participate in a conference at Washington, March 18, 1908. 

It was there and then that the Protest Conference, together with the 
Executive Council, formulated and presented the ‘Protest to Congress,” and it is 
my earnest hope that you will again read that historic document in connection 
herewith. It sets forth clearly the grounds of our complaint and the basis of our 
protest. The closing words of that protest I feel it necessary to quote: 

“As the authorized representatives of the organized wage-earners of our 
eountry, we present to you in the most conservative and earnest manner that pro- 
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test against the wrongs which they have to endure and some of the rights and 
relief to which they are justly entitled. There is not a wrong for which we seek 
redress, or a right to which we aspire, which does not or will not be equally 
shared by all the workers—by all the*°people. 

“While no Member of Congress or party can evade or avoid his or their own 
individual or party share of responsibility, we aver that the party in power must 
and will by labor and Its sympathizers be held primarily responsible for the failure 
to give the prompt, full, and effective Congressional relief we know to be within 
its power. 


“We come to you not as political partisans, whether Republican, Demo- 
cratic, or other, but as representatives of the wageworkers of our country whose 
rights, interests, and welfare have been jeopardized and flagrantly, woefully disre- 
garded and neglected. We come to yqu because you are responsible for legislation, 
or the failure of legislation. If these, or new questions, are unsettled, and any 
other political party tecomes responsible for legislation, we shall prees home upon 
ite representatives and hold them responsible, equally as we now must hold you.” 


This protest and demand were signed by the Executive Council and by the 
officers and representatives of the very large number of international unions par- 
ticipating in the conference. Labor’s ‘Protest to Congress’ was published in 
the April (1908) AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

The same conference adopted an “Address to Organized Labor ani Farmers 
of the Country.” In that address the same signers declared that: 

“We have appealed to Congress for the necessary relief we deem essential to 
safeguard the interests and rights of the toilers. 

“We now call upon the workers of our common country to 

“Stand faithfully by our friends, 

“Oppose and defcat our encmies, whether they be 

“Candidates for President, 

“For Congress, or other offices, whether 

“Executive, legislative, or judicial. 


“Each candidate should be questioned and pledged as to his attitude upon all 
subjects of importance to the toilers, whether of factory, farm, field, shor or mine. 

“We again renew and hereby declare our complete and abiding faith in the 
trade union movement to successfully accomplish the amelioration of economic 
conditions befitting all of our people.- The historical past of our movement, its 
splendid achievements in labor’s behalf, and magnificent present standing war- 
rants the assertion and justifies our prediction for its future success. 


“We, the representatives of tho national and international trade unions and 
farmers’ organizations, represented in this conference, call upon the Executive 
Council and upon all labor to use every possible legitimate effort to secure for the 
workers their inalienable liberties and their proper recognition as a vital portion 
of the fabric of our civilization. We pledge ourselves to use every lawful and 
honorable effort to carry out the policy agreed upon at this conference. We pledge 
our industrial, political. financial, and moral support to our own members and to 
our friends wherever found, not only for the present time, but for the continuous 
effort which may be necessary for success. We pledge ourselves to carry on this 
work until every industrial and political activity of the workers is guaranteed its 
permanent place and usefulness in the progress of our country. 

“Let labor not falter for one instant; the most grave and momentous crisis 
ever faced by the wageworkers of our country is now upon us. 


“Our industrial rights have been shorn from us and our liberties are threat- 


“Jt rests with each of us to make the most earnest, impressive and law- 
abiding effort that lies within our power to vestore these liberties and safeguard 
our rights for the future if we are to save the workers and mayhap even the 
nation itself from threatened disaster. 

“This is not a time for idle fear.- 


“Let every man be up and doing. Action consistent, action persistent, action 
insistent Is the watchword.” 
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The Protest Conference urged the workers of the country to hold meetings 
and to pass resolutions expressive of their purpose, demanding legislation at the 
hands of Congress before it adjourned, and declaring for the alternative course 
adopted as governing the course of the participants in the conference if it met 
their approval. The mass meetiags were held by workers in factory, workshop, 
mill, mine, farm, or field. The indorsement and approval of the measures recom- 
mended by the Protest Conference were practically unanimous. 

Desirous of pressing Labor’s demands home upon the majority in control in 
Congress, five additional organizers were called in from the field of their other 
activities, and added to the two already at Washington to act as Labor’s Legisla- 
tive Committee. They made the most strenuous efforts, and it is doubtful if a ' 
single member of Congress in attendance escaped being interviewed as to hia 
willingness to work and vote for the legislation essential to the workers. With 
members of the Executive Council our Legislative Committee appeared before the 
Congressional Committees to argue our cause and present our claims, but all 
to no avail. 


The leaders of the minority party in Congress declared their willingness and 
their purpose unitedly to aid the majority or any part of the majority to enact 
the legislation which Labor asked; but the members of the dominant party in 
Congress had set their hearts like flint; they had no ears to hear, no patience to 
heed any claim, argument, or appeal involving the principles of equal rights to 
equality before the law, or of the liberty of the workers, on a par with other citi- 
zens of our country. . 

Congress adjourned with the deflant declaration of one of the Republican 
leaders in Congress, and recent candidate of that party for the Vice-Presidency, 
Mr. James S. Sherman, that “the Republican party is responsible for legislation 
or for the failure of legislation,’ and that he and his party were willing to 
assume the responsibility. 

I strongly urge you and every worker and student of the cause of labor 
to again read the report of the Federation Legislative Committee published in 
the August issue, 1908, of tho AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. It reveals a tale of 
perfidy to the common weal and in telling the truth, perforce besmirches the 
name and history of a political party that found its embodiment and idealism in 
the martyred Lincoln. 

When Congress adjourned, after so shamelessly refusing to accord the 
workers the relief and the rights upon which they had set their hearts and hopes, 
the feeling became still more tense among th. great rank and file of labor. The 
Executive Council then decided to appeal from the action of Congress to the 
representatives of the two great political parties in convention assembled. 


As already stated, we presented identical demands to the Republican and 
the Democratic party conventions. In the one instance, that of the Republican 
convention, the declarations adopted were for the enactment of a law that would 
legalize the worst abuse and perversion of the injunction writ, this in direct oppo- 
sition to what we had asked. The Democratic party, in convention at Denver, 
adopted Labor’s demands and incorporated them in its party platform. 

In view of the specific declarations of the men of labor throughout our 
eountry for many years, the repeated declarations and instructions of the 
American Federation of Labor at many of its conventions, some of which I 
have quoted, it devolves upon you, the duly constituted representatives of the 
men of labor of our country, you who come here and who have been in immediate 
and constant touch with the toflers of America, it is for you to say whether the 
course pursued, to stand faithfully by our friends and elect them, oppose our 
enemies and defeat them, whether they be candidates for President, for Con- 
gress, or other offices, is justified, and meets with your approval, or your 
eondemnation. 

The men of labor realize that our liberties as workers and as citizens 
are threatened; that our industrial efforts to work for Labor’s rights and 
interests upon natural and rational lines are outlawed, and that if it is the 
desire and aspiration of America’s toilers to work along these peaceful, natural 
lines ef historic development, these rights and liberties must be restored. 
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The man of labor are invoked to be up and doing. Their action should 
be consistent, persistent, and insistent. 

Some over zealous partisans, and particularly our opponents, for a pur- 
pose, have declared that I am a Democrat and have always been a Democrat. It 
may not be necessary to make this explanation to you, but to correct any error 
now or of the future, I desire to emphasize the fact that though many years ago 
I counted myself a Republican, I have not been and am not now a Democrat, 
that is, in a partisan sense. I owe allegiance to no political party. So far as in 
my power lies, and in the light given me, I have always without fear of personal 
consequences endeavored to perform my duty to my fellow workers, to my 
. fellowman. 

The American Labor movement is not partisan to a political party; it is 
partisan to a principle, the principle of equal rights and human freedom. 


When this report is being written, October 30, the immediate results of 
the election of November 3, are, of course, unknown, but this one fact stands out 
clear, and can never hereafter be disputed; that ia, that the Presidential and 
Congressional election of 1908 has been contested upon the fundamental princi- 
ples for which labor and the liberty loving citizens contend; that is, equality 
before the law, human freedom. 


The vague notions regarding Labor’s demands have been dissipated and 
replaced by sound knowledge as to the historic and logical principles upon 
which they are based—indeed, the very denunciation of Labor demands by inter- 
ested candidates and by the hostile press, has accelerated as well as concen- 
trated public attention upon our movement. 


There have been printed and distributed several millions of copies of 
“Labor’s Protest to Congress’ and "Address to Workers,” and “The Essence of 
Labor’s Contention on Injunctions.” In the discussion of the wide scope of the 
Supreme Court’s decision in the Hatters’ case thousands of extra copies and a 
special edition of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST were published, and hundreds 
of thousands of circulars by the Executive Council, the Labor Representation 
Committee and myself. Besides this, an extraordinarily iarge number of letters 
were written in answer to inquiries based upon Labor’s claims. The candidates 
for President, as well as those for Congress and other offices, have each and 
all of them discussed the principles and claims of Labor as the most important 
issue of the campaign. Never before have the people manifested so keen a 
desire to know the claims which Labor presents and to learn if they are founded 
upon justice and a patriotic and humane purpose to help all our people. These 
letters, publications and addresses have afforded us the opportunity to place 
intelligently and fairly before the American people the merits and earnest 
motives and the high aspiration of the ennobling cause of Labor. 


You can readily understand that it is most unwise at this writing to 
indulge myself in prophecy, but I hold that no matter what the result, a great 
moral victory has been won, and no one can deny that our campaign has con- 
spicuously brought before the attention of the people the fundamental principles 
upon which our movement is based. The voice of Labor has been heard. It 
can no longer be dismissed with a contemptuous shrug of the shoulder. 

The movement of Labor through the ages has been a struggle for justice. 
It is founded upon truth, and truth is eternal. Our cause needs but to be under- 
stood to win and hold the sympathetic, patriotic support of right-principled 
men. 


It is additionally interesting to know that a large mass of the unorganized 
workers has been In entire accord with their organized fellow-workers in this 
campaign, and that a considerable portion of them has become imbued with 
the conviction to make common cause with us within the beneficent fold of 
unionism. 


Now, I desire to address myself to a feature to which {t seems your atten- 
tion should be called. Severe criticism has been launched against some, true, 
not many, but still some of the men in our movement who, for reasons good 
enough for themselves, have not been in entire accord with the campaign as 
eonducted by the American Federation of Labor. 
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Our conventions have frequently declared that our movement has neither 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a member shall cast his vote. It has 
been my privilege and honor always so to insist. I have not departed, and 
can not now, depart from that true trade union course. At the Minneapolis 
convention the following declaration was adopted: 

“We must have with us in our economic movement men of all parties 
as well as of all creeds, and the minority right of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where his conccience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.” 

That solemn and binding declaration is the guarantee to every member 
of our organized labor movement; and though it be true that now, as never 
before in the history of the labor movement of our country have the people 
been so practically unanimous in their determination to make the contest for 
justice and right and freedom as in the campaign which will have come to a 
close tefore I submit this to you, yet if there were not but one man in all 
our movement who chose for himself to vote and cast” his lot contrary to the 
practically unanimous determination of the great rank and file, that is a right 
which our movement can not and must not deny him. This fact I can not 
refrain from recording: that so far as concerns any action which I may have taken 
during the campaign, it has been far within the limits of aggressiveness as 
exemplified by the expressed judgment and action of the mass of the organized 
wage-earners of our country. 


It has been my purpose to place before you the entire matter in con- 
nection with my participation in the campalgn, whatever consequences it may 
entail. I submit 1. to you for such judgment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to take. ‚I am deeply conscious of this one 
fact, that I have endeavored to give voice to the wrongs which Labor has 
endured and to which the toilers are subject. I have plead for the righting 
of these wrongs. I have pressed home to the fullest, the sufferings and the 
injustice done my fellows. To the very limit of whatever ability or power I 
may possess, I have thrown it into the scale of the cause of my fellow-workers. 

Upon the platform in public meeting, and in editorials in our AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST, I have dis:ussed the great principles involved in the cam- 
paign. These should be again read by you and considered in connection with 
whatever action you may take. 


INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 


The Initiative and Referendum movement continues to progress. Last 
September the people of Maine, by a vote of more than 2 to 1, adopted a con- 
stitutional amendment for the initiative and referendum. 


In Missouri, on November 3d, the people will vote upon a similar con- 
stitutional amendment, but at the time this report is being written the election 
has not taken place, and consequently the result can not now be given. 

In Arkansas the party in power has promised to submit a constitutional 
amendment to the initiative and referendum. 

In the states of Ohio and Washington, and in other commonwealths, there 
are non-partisan campaigns going on for the initiative and referendum, with the 
outlook good for success. 

In the present National House of Representatives 114 members are pledged 
to enact a law for the establishment of the advisory initiative and advisory 
referendum for national questions. 


The method whereby these results were achieved was the questioning of 
candidates. The only exceptions are where the question is comparatively new, 
as was the case in the 1906 national campaign. In the state of Maine the 
legislature unanimously submitted the constitutional amendment. Not one of 
its members cared to record himself as opposed to submitting te the people 
‘the question of whether they desired the increase of power. 

In these campaigns the leading factor has been the American Federation 
of Labor. In the national campaign it endorsed the questions to the candidates 
for Congress. while fh the state campaigns the state branches led in the move- 
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ment. In many of the states the organized farmers are co-operating with us. 
They are as vitally interested as we in the establishment of the right of the people 
to govern themselves. . 


In Montana the initiative has been used by the state branch of the 
American Federation of Labor to propose the direct election of senators, a law 
to regulate injunctions and an employers’ liability act. 


ECONOMIC POWER MOST ESSENTIAL AND POTENT. 


The trade union movement, true to its history, its traditions, and aspira- 
tions, has done, is doing, and will undoubtedly do more in the interest of mankind 
to humanize the human family than all other agencies combined. Devoting 
primarily our efforts to the membership of our organizations, yet there is not a 
declaration which we can make, or an action we can take for their protection 
and their advancement but which will have its correspondingly beneficent influ- 
ence upon the unorganized workers and upon the masses of the people. Resist- 
ance to wage reduction by union workers is the check upon still further encroach- 
ments upon the unorganized. To secure an advance either in wages or to prevent 
a reduction in hours of labor by union workers, is to correspondingly bring these 
advantages to the unorganized toflers. We can not obtain legislative enactment 
to protect the rights and interests of the organized but that it must equally 
include all our people. 


Our movement is the barrier and check to aggression and tyranny on the 
one hand; on the other, it is the leaven for the common uplift for all. It is 
therefore that the economic power and influence of the labor movement is the 
most potent. We have exercised, and we shall continue to exercise, our 
political power; and that, too, without becoming politically partisan. We shall 
aim to elect to our law-making bodies, national, state, and municipal, men from 
the ranks of labor: men who are earnest, honest, intelligent, and sincerely 
devoted to the cause of the totlers and the people generally. 

In whatever form or shape the men of labor may exercise their energies 
and activities, in inception and result, the effort is for the common uplift of all, 
though our political activities must of necessity now be primarily devoted te 
acquire for our economic movement its freest and fullest natural development. 

Our movement has not asked and will not ask at the hands of govern- 
ment anything which the workers can and should do for themselves. The 
movement of labor is founded upon the principle that that which we do for 
ourselves, Individually and collectively, is done best. It is therefore that the 
exercise by the workers of their economic power is, after all, the greatest and 
most potent power which they can wield. 

The possession of great economic power does not imply its abuse, but 
rather its right use. Consciousness and possession of economic power bring with 
them responsibility, wisdom, and care in its exercise. These have made the labor 
movement of our country a tower of strength inspiring the confidence and respect 
of the masses of our workers, as well as ie sympathetic support of students, 
thinkers, and all liberty-loving people. 

The labor union movement as understood and expressed by the American 
Federation of Labor is the historic struggle of the toilers; it has brought light 
and hope Into the factory, the workshop, into the lives and homes of our work- 
ers; it has borne the brunt of battle and bears the honorable scars of past 
battles. It embodies Labor’s hopes and aspirations for a brighter and a better 
day, not only for the future, but for today, tomorrow, and tomorrow'’s tomorrew, 
each a better day than the one which has gone before. 


PANAMA CANAL LABOR CONDITIONS. 


Advices reach me that general labor conditions in Panama, that is, in 
the digging and construction of the Isthmian Canal, have somewhat improved. 
As directed by you, I have continued the investigation, and through other members 
of the Executive Council, as well as myself, received regular communications 


from the workers there. . 
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Several communications have reached me recently in which correspondents 
request that their names be not made public, but which for verification will be 
submitted to a committee, stating that the practice now is to lay off or discharge 
American workmen, and particularly union men, and to employ unskilled foreign 
workmen in their stead. Surely in this great enterprise American workmen 
should have the preference wherever possible, and we have a right to expect 
that membership in a union should at least not work to their detriment. 

I am also advised that the federal Eight-Hour Law is now a dead letter, 
and that this applies equally to American workmen employed there as it does to 
aliens. That this would be the result we all foresaw when the Eight-Hour Law 
was amended so that its provisions no longer applied to alien workmen in the 
Panama Canal Zone. 

It is suggested that this matter be brought to the attention of the federal 
authorities, and that a thorough investigation of this entire subject be made, not 
only from official sources of our government, but by a representative, a trust- 
worthy man having the confidence and respect of the men of labor. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS. . 


A very serious division has occurred in the organization of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. There are two sets of officers, each claim- 
ing to be the duly constituted officials of the Brotherhood. I have advised and 
urged both contestants to send representatives to this city where, with the aid 
of the Executive Council, this convention, or myself, unity and harmony may 
be reestablished. If my suggested conference here shall be acceptable and acted 
upon, and our services required, the matter will be further called to your 
attention. 


DUAL CAR WORKERS’ INTERNATIONALS. 


For several years two national organizations covering the similar juris- 
diction of car workers have existed under the title of the International Association 
of Car Workers, and Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of America. The former 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Labor. There can be no question, 
where two organizations exist, each claiming equal jurisdiction, that rivalry and 
antagonism must ensue, and a clash can scarcely be avoided, and this is always 
to the detriment of the workers. I have endeavored to bring about an amalgama- 
tion of the two bodies into one comprehensive union, and with that end in view 
have held several conferences with the executive officers of both organizations. 
As & result, an agreement has been reached for a conference to be held in 
Denver some time during this convention, a representative of our Federation to 
participate therein and endeavor to bring about unity under one organization. 


ORGANIZERS. 


The organizers of the American Federation of Labor, both salaried and 
volunteer, have continued to render splendid service to the cause of labor during 
the past year. Our international union officers attest gladly the assistance 
renderea by our organizers, not only in organizing new unions, but increasing 
the membership of existing locals. By the timely visit of organizers to unions, 
by their advice and encouragement, much good has been accomplished. Experi- 
ence has given them the opportunity of acquiring information, which has in 
turn been imparted to our fellow-workers. These. together with their willingness 
to be of service at all times, have materially aided in the progress of our cause. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


Upon our: official magazine, the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, has fallen a 
great portion of the burdens of the year. It has been the storm center around 
which raged the injunction war in the Buck’s Stove & Range Company’s injunction. 
It has been the object of the most violent attack at the hand of the emissarles of 
the National Association of Manufacturers. They have put a most determined 
blacklist upon our advertising, pledging merchants and manufacturers not to 
publish advertisements in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST under penalty. There have 
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been indications of a plan to suppress altogether the publieation of our magazine 
under injunction proceedings suppressing freedom of the press. 

Naturally our advertising patronage has suffered, both from this cause 
and from the general business depression which has affected all branches of 
business, but I am glad to be able to say that financially the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST has not been an expense to the Federation. 


Our official magazine is a vital necessity to our movement in putting 
before the toilers and their sympathizers an accurate and full record of what 
has already been done by the Federation and what it desires to accomplish. 
The daily press of the country Is known to be largely hostile to our movement and 
to delight in misrepresenting and abusing our motives. The AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST Offers the channel through which, by editorial and by well-selected 
contributions, the rank and file of our members and the masses of the people 
are educated and informed as to our aims and purposes. So great has been the 
pressure of important matters, especially during the past year, that I have been 
obliged to add to the size of the magazine over and over again in order that our 
members and friends might be informed of official action of the Federation, and 
that its officers might tender the advice and counsel which it is their duty to 
give. 

The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST performs a service which will be more and 
more appreciated as the present events of our movement pass into history. 
It is the offictal, full and accurate record not only of all that is done by the 
Federation, but a true reflection of the sentiments and hopes and aims of the 
toilers and their sympathizers. Through the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST we have 
been able to secure far better reports from the daily press than would otherwise 
have been possible. By giving the copies of our printed circulars and the 
editorials to the press, they are obliged to quote accurately or not at all. In the 
past year the editorials of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST have been quoted more 
widely than those of any other magazine in existence. 

The Labor Press and official journals of the trade unions have reprinted 
selected articles, circulars and editorials of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST very 
widely, thus greatly Increasing the opportunity to reach all the people. 

I have endeavored to give my best thought and all the power I possess 
to the editorial work of the magazine, and the appreciation which it has received 
has made me feel that I have been fairly successful in voicing the desires and 
demands of the workers. 

During the campaign just ended the AmERicAN FEDERATIONIST has been 
invaluable in correctly putting before the public the contentions of the workers 
and in forcing our opponents to admit that they had no excuse for misrepre- 
sentation, when in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST they could find the position of 
the workers accurately, honestly and truthfully presented. 


The magazine has been fortunate in attracting contributions from many 
of the best and deepest thinkers of the country, and thus its educational value 
has been greatly increased. I can say frankly that the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 
today compares most favorably, both in appearance and character of contents, 
with any magazine in the country, yet it must always be our aim to accomplish 
still greater results. 


When every effort is being put forth by our opponents to drive our official 
magazine out of existence, the workers should rally the more strongly to its 
support. 

An increased circulation: is advisable and necessary, both from a financial 
polnt of view and because the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST should reach every toller 
in the land in order to fully accomplish its educational work. _ 

Owing to the flerce attack upon our magazine by the Van Cleaves and 
enemies of that stripe, and from the fact that the increasing growth and impor- 
tance of the Federation force us to publish a much larger magazine than formerly, 
in order to give space to vitally important official matter, it Is necessary that some 
financial provision should be made for the official magazine from the general 
funds of the Federation. and that it be not forced to depend entirely upon its 
advertising and subscriptions. I hope that this matter will be dealt with by the 
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Cenvention in a way which will permit the editor of the AMERICAN FEDEMATIONIST 
to accomplish still greater results in the coming year. 


LABOR PRESS. 


The official journals of our international unions and the Labor Press, 
as a rule, have continued to render the cause of Labor invaluable service. In 
spite of the precarious financial conditions of many of the latter, and the tempta- 
tions to yield in their loyalty to the cause of labor and justice, they have intelli- 
gently and heroically thrown the weight of their influence and power with the 
toilers. 

j Early in the summer the editors of international union official journals 
met in Chicago and by a practically unanimous vote determined that because of 
the critical situation in which the toilers found themselves, they would support, 
by every effort in their power, the plan of campaign for the re-establishmnt of 
Labor's rights, as outlined by our American labor movement. 

The editors of these journals, the editors of the Labor Press generally have 
performed magnificent service to our cause during. trying times, and I am con- 
fident that in the near future greater tangible good results will follow to the 
cause of which we have the honor to be a part. ~ 

No language of mine can express too strongly my own personal apprecia- 
tion of their co-operation and excellent work, and I sincerely hope that the men 
of labor will attest their appreciation of the Labor Press of America by greater- 
financial and moral support than has been given heretofore. 


CONCLUSION, 


Looking over the vast fleld of the activities of our labor movement, the 
great good it has accomplished for our fellow-workers particularly, and for our 
people generally, the conviction has become ingrained in my very being that 
there is no force so potent in all society making for the material, moral, and 
social uplift as the much abused; and as yet little understood, labor move- . 
ment. 

Upon the platform, in public addresses or private conference, in addressing 
the workers and students of our time, I have, with whatever ability I possess, 
and with all the fervor of my being, sought to impress upon all, the duty of man 
toward his fellows to help bear our brother’s burd?n, to make life the better 
worth living, for the ennoblement of manhood and womanhood; to impress this 
duty upon mankind, that the struggle of the children and the countless millions 
yet unborn may be made lighter to bear, less keen, than that with which we have 
been confronted and which made us burden-bearers in our time. 

. With earnestness and sincerity to carry the gospel of human freedom and 
human brotherhood to its fullest fruition; with insistence of my deepest con- 
ception of duty and right and justice, yet tolerant as any man to mental differ- 
ences, it has been my aim and purpose to be helpful to my fellows. 

No word have I uttered but which was attuned to the highest and deepest 
concern for the loftiest aspirations of my fellows. Conscious of the struggle 
and the intensity with which it is waged against us, and the bitterness and 
relentlessness of the antagonists to our cause, I have not flinched from the path, 
but I have met them and sought to overcome them through whatever power has 
been given me. 

During the past year my time has, perhaps, more than ever before, been 
engrossed by our movement, and my activities accentuated without let, hindrance, 
or regard for self. 

Appreciating and recording the deep obligation I owe to my fellows, it 
is my one constant aim and hope, whether as your President, or as one in the 
great rank and file of the toiling masses of our country, to aid to the fullest 
limits my fellow-workers, my fellow-man. 

Fraternally, yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Laber. 
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SECRETARY MORRISON’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-cighth Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

FESLLOW-UNIONISTS—I have the honor to submit a report to you of the receipts and 
expenditures for the past twelve (12) months, beginning October 1, 1907, and ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1908. 

It is with much pleasure that I report at the close of this fiscal year $188,627.89 in the 
treasury, the high-water mark in the history of the American Federation of Labor. Of the 
amount on hand $105,282.09 is in the Defense Fund for local trade and federal labor unions, 
and can be used for strike benefits only in the case of a strike or a lockout of the members of 
these local unions. The balance, $33,345.80, is in the General Fund. Of that fund only 
$17,545.01 is available for the general expenses of the American Fedcration of Labor. The 
balance, $15,800.79, is divided as follows: 

In the fund created by the one-cent assessment levied by the Executive Council, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the last Convention, for the purpose of placing 
organizers in Los Angeles, California, and other cities, to offset the efforts of the Manu- 
facturers’ Associations which were, and are now, endeavoring to disrupt the labor organisa- 
tions, $7,787.02. 

In the fund created by the one-cent assessment levied by the Executive Council in 
accordance with the recommendation of the last Convention to be used for the legal defense of 
the officers and members of the American Federation of Labor, | in the injunction suit of 
the Buck Stove and Range Company, $4,607.13. 

In the fund created by the moneys received in response to the appeal issucd by the 
Executive Council to the local unions affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, for appro- 
priations to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in the injunction suit of the Buck Stove and Range Company, $3,406.64. 

The total receipts from all sources are $207,655.23; the total expenses are $196,- 
937.36; leaving a balance of receipts over expenses of $10,717.87. 

The following is a summary ef the reccipts and expenses for twelve (12) months, 
ending September 30, 1908: 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand October 1, IOOT.......... @eeesee @eeenvreeeeeeseestreeeereeeeeneeee $127,910 03 
Per Capita Tax.... eoeeteeeeseee .....:...°Oo:SOnOCae oO... ..”"LAe se oe ee $116,110 93 
Supplies eseeneeesveeVeeeseenepepeee ee@aesveaeeseoeseseeaeeneveeeveeeeseeeeaoeeeenenee eee 10,590 1 10 
The Amerfoan Federationts?. .»e0e ee 0 90 9 9, 0 0 0 vs a 0 ya ee 9 0 0 0 8 © @eeeeseenvene eee ee 20,722 41 
Assessment, T, U eeeoeeeee ses 990 0 8 vs 9 8 9 a 98 9 8 9 PB PT HT TH 5 1,783 10 
Assessment, I xile Workers. a 1 0 0 98 0 1 9 9 0 9 1 sp nn 2 81 98 1 Bee e vos te 9 0 0 00 30 00 
Assessment, Los Angeles... ...o-seroreeenorreeneennnnn ne oo... 15,342 02 
Assessment, Buck’s Stove & Range Company Injunction Suit........ 15,665 70 
Defense Bund... cccccccccescvccccce 0 0 80 98 os. ......"Be 1 822 26 
Defense Fund eeovoeaeeoeeeeeevseseeseeseseeeeaeneeeenoeaweoaee eee 8 @e@eteeoeveeteeeoestee 14,327 20 
Premiums OR bonds. .... 0.0... 00 0 0 1 0 oo u Ho EL 1 RE ER LE 0 0 + 1,261 81 
— 207,655 28 
Total sm... .r—e, 0... ,;—,...,..:”e”-... ..."..eAer-rr m. .-"...C”-—e-....aea_. . ....„C"Hrn.m.. ......e.e..:. $335,565 25 
EXPENSES. 
Genera 1 ve er 0 ee 0 6 ......... 6. .... ...C".ee.e”.-e.e... ....”"C""ren. .e....”.©o $161,501 8 
The American "Federationist. .......—.  . ......n .. ....:ea.—n....,..,...„.®© 20.649 8 
Assessment, I. T. U.......-:oroceneeneeneunnencnane onen oenne. 1840 00 
Defense fund for local trade and federal labor UWalons.........00. 12,124 00 
) et ...... ..82L ee ......n... ..,..... ser, 00 998 8,0 981 0 eevee [ } 
Premiums on $196,987 36 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1908... cc cw cccccvcvveseccccvcescesers $138,627 89 
‘ RBCAPITULATION. 


In Gen ral Fund.. es eeeoenoeeoenevevaeeveveoveeen 6 see, Bo ve Bo 9 0 1 1 9 9 0 1 eve 333.345 80 
In In Defense Fund for. local "trade and federal labor UNIONS... cccccccccececccces 105,282 09 


Total .o0n 0000000110, 0 00 0 1 1 1 8 HH HOHTHHHEHESHHHESSEHHHSHEHHHSEHHSEOTHHB FT EHH HOE $138,627 88 
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fhe following is the grouping under thelr respective heads of the detailed monthly 


espenses : 
4ppropriations : 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada.............. ccc cc rc ccecccccecs 


Trades Council, High Polat, N. C. (for per capita tat) sereereeeecesees 
Trades Council, Beloit, Wis., (for per capita tax).......cccccnccccccess 


Bent 2. ccc ccc ccc cc cree cece rer rer nenne cere ce recs ccecce 
Refund of premiums on bonds, supplies returned, and charter fee.........cc oes 
Premiums: 
Bonds, local ............... ........... ......... ........ .......... 
Treasurers bond............................... ....... .......... ... 
Secretary's Dond.....oooooennuenennee rennen ernennen nn. ..... 
Fire insurance ......cccccccccccs RER eee 
Newspapers, magazines and books..............+- ccc cece crc cence acceees .... 
Stamped envelopes ......... cee cc cree cece cc aes t eres cee cececceene ....... 
Freight, drayage and expressage........cc cece cece ccc ccc ccccccccces onen. 
Printing and binding proceedings...........cccccccccccces ......... ........ 
Telegrams, etc. .................. .................... ......... ...... 
Postage ſtampes....................... ....... ...... ................. 
Legislative expenses ........... ....... ....... ............... ..... ........ 
Supplies and printing ........ ner. ................... ............. ...... 
Office OArtures........................................................... 
Jamestown exhibit ................ Verena ne 


Expenses of fraternal delegates to British Trades Union Congress and Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congips8.......ooeeneennen une ernennen rennen ne 


Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain............. coe 
Norfolk Convention : 
Printing daily proceedings. ........c.ccccccccccccccevcceces we cc cece 
Telegrams, telephone, stamps, porters, baggage. stationery, reading proof, 
sending out daily proceedings, rent of typewriters, photographs........ 
Committee rooms ........ cece ere c eee ceesseceece wee cee nce erecee 
Stenographers ........ cece ren sc ec cc ccc ccees ec ccc cece eee cece ....... 
Printing and zaupplies............................. eee eeccceccenenese 
Messenger, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Assistant Secretary........ ....... .. 
Expenses Secretary attending Norfolk Convention............ .......... 
Salary : 
President ......ccccccaseses .............. ................ ......... 
Secretary ......... ......... ............. ................ u... 
Treasurer ....o..... en nenn anne . 
Office employes ........00- Ae ar ere nen rar 
Janitor service 2... ccc cece ccc ccc cc cccccccececceceseresesescenn . oo... 
Expenses : 
Executive Council meetings....-..ooeroeononnen rennen een nenn nenne 
President .....ooceserooennono nenn nennen een nn ne cer cccece 
Secretary ......... wee eee eee eee cere rene se sees seca eeeseeeescees u... 
Auditing and credential committee........... eee c cree nee e een eeess .. 
Legal 2... ccc ccc cc eee cees ............. ............................. 
Defense Fund Strike benefits...... ........ ...... ............. .......... 
Assessments : 
International Typographical Union......... cc cree ewe rcoesescecertcee 
Los Angeles and other cities. ..........cccecoee .......... ....... ..... 
Buck's Stove & Range Company Injunction Buſt................ ron. 
Legal Defense Fund ..... cece cree eeecce Sen! ee ara 
Organizing cxrpensce ......2: cc ccc eee cee c ences cece cree nce nccrcccccace 
Printing and publishing The American Federationist........ ................. 


$500 00 
12 50 

5 00 
2,284 00 
18 05 
1,024 96 
100 00 
20 00 

49 50 
116 91 
857 60 
1,161 39 
1,538 48 
= 96 
3,416 88 
3,103 00 
13,338 10 
414 69 
1,508 54 
1,001 55 
830 47 
1,754 90 
110 21 
402 50 
479 82 
179 40 
280 00 
94 50 
4,500 60 
3,625 00 
500 00 
23,780 51 
49 00 
6.008 70 
1,385 65 
278 65 
163 10 
600 00 
$12,124 00 
1,640 00 
7,555 00 
11,058 67 
8,415 62 
59,820 81 
20,049 84 


Total eoeeee eae 0 se 000 ‘tor B2e- FF OKT, OH eee eHHO SEO TORE $196,937 36 
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ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the one-cent assessment levied 
te place organisers in Los Angeles, California, and other cities, where the Manufacturers’ 
Associations are endeavoring to disrupt the labor unions, and also an itemised statement of the 
moneys paid out of that fund, up to and including September 80, 1908: 


RECEIPTS. . 
MeBlBta nennen B5342 02 


Refund overpayment American Brotherhood of Cement Workers..........scccseee 500 
Expenses William E. Terry, December 28, 1907, to October 1, 1908: 
Salary ........... cece cere cece nec cccescccsecscesccvscescoesg 1,199 00 
Hotel expenses ......... eee ccc c cece rad recs scccecesecccces 602 50 
Railroad fare, stationery, stamps and telegrams. coe c eevee cevces 146 00 
Amopnt advanced in excess of bills rendered.........cccsceeses 12 50 
_—_ —— 2,050 00 
Expenses Arthur A. Hay, December 1, 1907, to October 1, 1908: 
Balary oo. ccccccccccccccccvccccvccsccsscccvcssscccvescsses$ 1,307%00 
Hotel expenses oo. .cccccccccccccccccccccccccsccsescscesece 986 00 
Railroad fare ........0.00- Cece cece ccc ec cessecessesecccces 899 51 
Salary and expenses of assistants.......ccccccccccecccssoces 892 25 
Telegrams and telephone®.......cseccccccccsccccvecssescces 160 67 
—— transferring............................. 14 75 


wee e err e rece renee reer ese e ees eenserecereseseseses 41700 
—— ................. ............................. 258 72 
Printing and office supplies........cccvccccccccvccccccvcvens 422 65 
Office furniture and fixtures... .....cccccccccvcccvecsccseces 374 50 
Amount advanced in excess of bills rendered........ .......... 266 95 5,500 00 


Total... ccccccccccccccccccvccccccceveser ese e cece ce ese ceceseeeseceseveeeg 7,585 00 





RECAPITULATION. 


Receipts... ccc ccc ccc ccccccccc ccc ccc nennen en een nn nennen en nn nn nn ne... $15,342 02 
Expenses....oo000 000000000 re nn. 7,555 00 


Balance on hand October 1, 1908. ...00c00r00n one nnoo nennen ernennen 0000. 7,787 02 


ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the one-cent assessment 
levied to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American Federation 
of Labor, in the injunction suit of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, and also an 
itemized statement of the meneys paid out of that fund, up te and including September 
80, 1908: 


RECEIPTS. 
Receipts... cccccccccccccccccsscccscccccccseccecces sees cceccssccccscsssccc es .$10,065 70 


Atterney Fees: 

Ralston & Siddons and T. C. Spelling... .....cccccccccccvvccccccccesesvccs eG 4,141 85 

Balston & Siddons..... ccc ccccccccrcccccccsacvcccecascreccscesscecseces 822 50 

Alton B. Parker, retainer fee... ..ccccesvcccccccccsevccscccccncsesscccsses 2,000 00 
Cost of appeal, Ralston & Siddons.......... ccc cccccrcccccvcccccccccccesesceees 1,257 50 
Stenographic report hearings......... Cece e ecco e ee reese EEE 267 75 
100 copies Supreme Court Decision .........cccccccccccncccccnssccccccccccsece 10 50 
Envelopes for mailing printed matter..... no. Pe 178 34 
Postage for circular printed matter to unlons...... ee nenne nennen nn. . 520 00 
Clerk hire, addressing, folding and filling.......... a onen een nun nn. 300 13 
100 copies Washington Law Reporter............ ee ec cc we meee enccceccssccoeces 600 
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Printing: 
Petitions and briets.......... 82 60 
25,000 circulars... .cccccccccccccccvccccecs . Doneeeeonnenenn nennen nn 000 72 00 
25,000 Buck’s Stove and Range injunction. pamphlets... .cccccccsccscccccccce 515 85 
30,000 Gompers’ editorial, Hatters’ case... cccccccccccsccccccccccceces 173 75 
Expenses: 
George Bechtold.....cccccccccscvcccsccccccccessscvvsccsecsceeerccccscecce 83 00 
Joseph Valentine... ccccccsccccccccscsscsssvccccvcccvccsssccesscccecsceces 1700 
Carriage bire. . cc ccc cccccccccccccecccccccccccecccccccceccecceccwceccecocece 5 00 


Total... cccccccccvcsccccccccccrccccccecccnccsccccccccececeesscccceesce o $11,058 57 
RECAPITULATION. 


Receipts.......csoooeoononnnnen onen nennen een ernennen nn en ernennen 0 nn... ce $15,865 70 
BBxpenses....2..or00n000 000000 En ne ne 11,068 57 


Balance on band October 1, 1908... ccc cere cc ccc ccccceccceccccecvcceee$ 4,007 18 


APPEAL FOR APPROPRIATIONS. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the appeal issued to local 
anions requesting appropriations, to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of 
the American Federation of Labor in the {injunction suit of the Buck Stove and Range 
Company, and also an itemized statement of the moneys paid out of that fund, up to and 
including September 30, 1908 ; 


; RECEIPTS. 
Receipts. e@eeoere_e Pa i rire: 11 yy 260 


Printing: 
8,000,000 circulars, and electrotyping........cccscccccccancccscccsccccccees$ 2,836 31 
Address to Workers, resolutions, etc.............- wcrc ccc cece cteccceesseces 93 25 
25,000 appeals for contributions, printed matter for legislative work.......... 107 50 
26,300 envelopes for resolutions and letters.......ccccccccccccccccccccesees 150 78 
10,000 4-page folders and 500 1-cent envelopes...... emcee ewe nnescccccenccons 45 75 
Clerk hire, addressing, folding and Alling............ cece cece ccc ecccesccesseces 178 28 
POStAge.... ccc cece cere eseenr nennen nenne cece cece cece rec cccececerecesesccccs 2,868 00 
30,000 Suizer speeches containing President Gompers’ editorial on Supreme Court 
Decision in Hatters’ case...........- ons. cme e cca e cer nern ernennen ne. 172 75 


Salaries and expenses legislative committee : 
M. Grant [lIamiltom.......... PePrrrerr err ererrereerrTerrererrerrerrerrer 500 00 
Jacob Tazelaar........... eee c eee c cree cece ren en. 450 00 
J. D. Plerce....... ........... .................................. 450 00 
J. E. Roach.......... ccc c cern cere cence eres e reer tee saseeesesescce 350 00 
E. N. Nockels........ Cece cece eee EL Leere nen. 806 75 
Cal. Wyatt. ..... ccc ccc cece were cence cecces ecm cece cer ecccceceeceseses 200 00 
C. P. Connolly, St. Louls, Mo., distributing resolutions........cccccceeceeece 11 76 
Hauling mail matter............. oo cee e caer ner TR nn 28 55 
Room rent for extra clerks. ..... ............. ..... 50 00 
Janitor service........ cee cccereccceseces cece ccc cece revere cere easceeceresces 15 00 
Refunds.......... cece rec ccc cece cece rece Chee eee ee seer er eseseseeeceseesene 1 00 


4 X) 71 Ve EEE ER 8,415 68 
BBCAPITULATION. 


Becelpts.. ccc cece cc ccc cc onen nennen nennen nee en nennen en en nn... + 911,822 36 
ÜBxpenses. . ci. ccc ccc ccs cc ccccccces wcrc esac veces cccccccvsceccvcesccccccccccs «68,415 68 


Balance in fund October 1, 1DOB. cer c rrr crrvcvvccccccccscvescsccsscceeeg 3,406 O64 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1908. 
I herewith furnish a table giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 28 years. 


YEAR. 


OO —ñ— — — 


IBSI............. ............. 


188 oeeoeweaovoeneaeoeevneeeeeaneeane een ee en 
1 .......e . ..—...eEOe..o“".... CO. 
1884 .„......... .e..eCO.. ...e....0.. 
1 .„... .."...-..0.......... 
1886 ss. — 00:9 000 900 0 09 8 0 0 9 Tv ee 
1 ........ ..e..Eea2enm.e.ee"..:...".. 


*e@esoeveeeoe oe ..”..C"e"”ea-e-. ..e Cs... 


.»ese v0 9 9 8 0 1 9 ee 8 0 0 @ 

„eo ee oo 1 0 1 9 1 1 0 € 

..... .. ...2anee. . ..e.:".:"©s<... 

.................„. .„.„..„."".m....—© 

....Oe.„m.... CE." re," 0, , ...... 
vv... ...E"..„.". 


..... 0 ee 9, 010992 eee 


174,330 
207,655 196,937 


Totals................. ... $1,822,631 $1,684,003 





RECAPITULATION, 
Receipts ..-.....e.”"O—.-..,..:”"."eee.„—.A "eo. -—....E-rer .„.-...  .an. „Eee... Oeoeeqeeweseoeevseveaeeseoeeaewveve eo 8 $1,822,631 65 
Bxpenses 003 76 


eeeseaeseeveev eeceoesvneeveeeseeoesveevoeevweveeeeeoe eceseeoeasvseseeeseeoeevee#weeoaoeeaeneaevnenene een ,684, 


Balance on hand, October 1, WDOS. . cc ccc ncccvccccrccvcccsccvesence $138,627 89 


CHARTERS. 


During the twelve months ending September 80, 1908, fees have been received for 234 
charters issued to National and International, Department, State, Central, Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number two were granted to the following Departments: 

Building Trades Department. 

Metal Trades Department. 

Four State Branches, as follows: South Carolina, Montana, West Virginia and Utah. 

Seventy-three City Central bodies, as follows: 


Canada, Ontario: Illinois (cont'd) : Kansas (cont’d) : 
Berlin, Kensington Chanute, 
London. Mt. Carm Girard, 

Colorado: Frinceton, ach sign, K „Independence. 

rings rbana an amp ‚ entucky : 
Colorado Sp! West Frankfort. Mayfield, 
Grand Junction. Indiana : Maine: 
Connorsville, Rumford Falls. 

Florida : Elwood, Massachusetts: 
Key West, Michigan City, Plymouth. 
Pensacola. Richmond, Michigan : 

Georgia : Washingtoa. Boyne City, 
Augusta, Idaho: Flint. 
Columbus. Wallace. Mississippl : 
is: Kansas: Gulfpo 


rt, 
Hillsbore, Caney, Hatocetarg. 
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Missouri: ° New glork ( cont'd) : Pennsylvania : 
ratoga Springs, angor. 
De Soto. Walden South Carolina: 
Mentana: White Plains. Te Spartanburg. 
Billings, North Carolina: xas : 
Carbon , County, Winston-Salem. Lalestine, 
Great Fails, Ohio: eague, 
Havre, hio: . Tyler. 
Helena. Athens, Vermont ; 
N York: Chillicothe, Hardwick. 
ew XOrK: Galion, Washmgton: 
Albion and vicinity. Lima Tacoma. 
Hudson, Niles. West Virginia: 
Lancaster, Warren, Clarksburg, 
Bronx, b Wellston, wi Grafton. 
ewburgh, . sconsin: 
New Rochelle, Oklahoma : Janesville. 
ego Bartlesville, Wyoming: 
Pert Chester El Reno and vicinity. Cheyenne, 
Saranac Lake, Tulsa. Sheridan County. 
CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897-1908. 
In- De- 
Cen-| Trade | Federal 
YRAR. terna- | part- | State. Total. 
, tional. | ment. tral. | Unions. | Unions. 
DOD ... 0.00... .cccccenvcccccevesccaccccssccevcscceescscesssetsesscces 8... 2 18 154 3S 217 
OB onc o oe. cc cece esccececccwsoccccoccscccccsconsecsccsesesecess et rr 0 12 129 883 208 
cr 2 ............ 1 35 303 101 449 
1900 «0... ceceesceccscesccccececerees seeccecesencacscenceccsesevecss 14 ]............ 5 06 484 250 84 
1901 .........0:2022: ce cence cccccucccccnanssccccsseccacestececoore 7J. rere 4 123 575 207 916 
1908 (eleven montbs).....................0020eecsnerenenre- 14 foo. 6| 127 598 270 1.00 
1000........ D |............ 8 171 743 306 ‚333 
| 1 17 ooo cc cecte ccc eversccvereesccssresecseeesescccssscencess 11 f............ 5 9 179 149 443 
1906 ..... ... 3 . 1 67 148 73 287 
1908 ns geunansonnusonnonnsonuunenennne 6 \............ 4 53 167 87 317 
WOOF BR a cccecesecsscescees 8 1.....0...... 1 72 204 938 873 
1908 ...........222000000ne0n0ronoonsnsunnnnenensennsunnnrnnnnennnenenen 0 2 4 73 100 55 
Otel, 00.0... .ccccesccsccccccsccccvcssoscccceccrcsseceees 104 2 36 | 046 3.779 1,778 6,045 
Department m. ....... .)...„—ann„.”. "8 1 2 9 9 5 98 8 rer re rk kr rar rare eo 2 
State .». 28 0 02 0 so 20 90 12 90 2 9 2 0 0 0 9 0 9 9 9 8 9 LT U TH Tr TH RT RT CE BT HH U 5 5 4 
Central... eee2ee#e vv... .. ..0"r"-.re. .....:..:..:- ne... 0. .....0" 21 ee -.--—.. ...:,”"E"., ean—n..0.. es, ,.... 13 


Federal Labor Union... cc ccc ccc cnc ccc ccc ee ne rer er er er 5 re OO 
Local Trade Unlom.. ccccccccnccncccscccccscccccccccscccssccccacsccce ss 100 


Total sv... . ...LH.,.. 0.1  .......:”" 8, 3,0 0 0 ame 99 ea eee se esvpeasvpeeseasepeoevn eens 234 





CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED, DISBANDED AND JOINED INTERNATIONAL 
UNIONS. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS.—Scspenpep, 2. Glass Snappers’ National Protective 
Association: Amalgamated Window Glass Workers of America. 

CENTRAL BODIES.—Diseaxpep, 23. SURPENDED, 27. 

LOCAL TRADE UNIONS.—Revoxep, 1. Dissanpep, 48. SUSPENDED, 120. JOINED 
INTERNATIONALS, 3. 

FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS.—Dissaxnpen, 20. SUSPRNDED, 69. 
T1exaLs, 3. 


JOINED INTERNA- 


AMERICAN FEDERATION 


MEMBERSHIP. 


To more forcibly bring to the attention of the del 
membership during the past nine yearı I have prepar 


OF LABOR. 
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tes the remarkable growth in the 
the following table, showing the 


voting strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 


1900 up to and including 1908. 


or paid upon to the American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizattons : 





ORGANIZATION. 





Actors’ National Protective Union............ 


Allied Metal Mech. Int...............ccccccsssscsvecscevevees 22 
Bakers and Confectioners’ International. seseee 45 
Barbers’ National Union........cccccccc..ccccsccrsscseeee 69 
Bill Posters...... 00. .cc cee cscccescccecescccsuscersccccevecccess Lecseccees|cececcces|ovesssees 
Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of...... 15 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders................. 51 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union....................000 47 
Bookbinders, International Brotherhood of.....| 36 
Bottle Blowers’ Asso. of U. S. and Canada...... 42 
Brewery Workmen, National Union................. 183 
Brickmakers’ Alliance. National................csc000. 14 
Broommakers’ Union, International................. 4 
Brushmakers’ International Union..................0:)occccccce[eceeseee J....... J........ 
Building Employes of America. Int. Union ot.............).........1..-......1......... 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalyamated............ 20 
Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of............ 200 1090 
Carriage and Wagon Workers................cccccccsees 18 49 
Carvers’ Union, International Wood................. 18 24 
Car Workers. International Association of......[......... ‘ 138 
Cement WorkersS..............2.....200s0000n00onsoonnnennnnenan he ...... P........J......... 55 
ers’ National Union................c...cc0000.- 2 6 
Cigarmakers’ International Union.................... $21 383 
Cıerks, Order of Railway... .............0snnneronsern ee 5 t 
Clerks’ International Protective Asso., ‚Retail. 200 500 
Clerks, National Postofiice .. en Be rn Fi 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United... en J.. % 
Clothingmakers, Special Order of... ......... J. ......... ........ 
Commercial Telegraphers..................... .....J.. . . . . J.... ... J......... 10 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, Internationa)].........[........ .. . ..... J..... 
Coopers’ International Union..........re.r........... 38 
Coremakers' International Union.................... ii 121 18|....... 
Curtain Operatives. Amalgamated Lace........ 4 5 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers’ Int’) Union..... ......J. — 
Electrical Workers, International Bro... . 48 183 
Elevator Constructors... .......4. 2a 
Engineers, National Union ‘of Steam... 37 142 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of... sees 18 v 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coa) Hoisting... nennen 7 9 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary...... 24 143 
Fishermen’s National Protec. Ass'n, Lobster...|.........1........I22020000- J....... P....... P. ...... ...... 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen..................... 1.2.2.0... 12.2.0... 
Flour and Cereal Mill Emplovess.................cccccccfecccecces [ese ceesecPesscesens 
Foundry Employes, International Bro. 0Ot.........|.........1........ [22202020]. 
Fur Workers, International Association ot......|.........]....... 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of America....}......... 
Garment Workers of America, United............ 74 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint.............................. 80 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A., Window.......... G |......... |.2000-...Jeooanenee 
Glass Workers’ International Asso. Amal......... 2 20 
Glass Workers of America,: Amal. Window. neh. soeceees 
Glass House Employes’ International 4 ASSO... Pe 6 
Glass Snappers, Window... vee venrelanonunen. 9 
Glove Workers... el. 80 
Gold Beaters’ Protective. Union, National... ......... 3 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife............ 2 3 
Grinders and Finishers. Pocket Knife Blade....|........ |. eceeesees 
Granite Cutters’ National Union....................... 59 9 
Hattersof North America, United .................. 60 85 
Heat. Frost. General Insulators, and Asbestos. secccaccc[ecescecesleccsccece feceeesee 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers................-.]........- 88 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada. en 21 4 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes........................ 48 891 
Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers’ Amal. AssO........ 80 150 
Iron Workers. Bridge and Struc., Intl. Asso....|......... 160 
Jewelry Workers’ International........................ 9 4 
Ladies’ Garment Workers. International.........|......... 30 
Lathers, Intl. Union of W. W. and Metal......... 6 44 
Leather Workers un Horse Goods..................... 21 48 
Leather Workers of America, Amal.................J......... 36 
Lithographers’ Intl. P. and B. Assn... .........J.. nennen 
Longshoremen’s Association. International....| 200 400 
Machinists’ Union of Ameriea, International... | 225 488 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers...................1........ 1... 4 
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OBSASTEMERON. 1908. | 1904. | 1906. | 1908. 1088. 
Maintenance of Way Employes. Intl. Bro. of ...].........]......... 87 | 1283 | 190] 190] 138] 198 
Marble Workers, [nternational Association of. sececeees | covecsees 18 6 19 17 20 23 
Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers...........]. men un) 16 18 + tt +t 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen ............. 258 | 344 & 50 53 6 
Metal Workers’ Intl. Asso. Amal. Sheet.......... 16 | 153] 10 | 1299] 188] 161 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Pilaters, ete......... 198 | 128 | 108 | 100] 100 | 100 
Metal Workers, International Union, United... 87 96 + + + t 
Mine Workers of America. United................... 2173 | 2577 | 3619 | 2379 | 2549 | 2536 
Mine Murs. Assts. Mutual Aid As8O........ 4 4 4 4 t ? 
Mineral Mine Workers, United........... — —. 7 a o o o oe 
Moulders’ Union of N. A.. Iron............... soon. 300 | 300] 3800| 450 | 8500 | 500 
Musicians, American Federation of...... nme. 10 | 20 | 8 | 3354| 375] 375 
Oil and Gas Well Workers’ Union. IntL........... 4 4 4 tt tt +t 
Painters of America, Brotherhood of...... ...... 586 | 007 | 542 | 555 | 4 | 648 
Paper Box Workers, International Union of...|.. nenn 13 9 7 ¢ ? 
Papermakers, United Brotherhood of............ 107 88 50 3 31 43 
Patternmakers’ Mational League.......... masse 29 37 36 40 50 55 
Paversand Rammermen, Intl. Union of........... oe Pee sececesesfoceeese-ef 10 13 15 15 
Paving Cutters’ Union of U. S. A....... scccvecsecenece| ssceces 9 18 18 15 18 20 
Photo-Engravers’ Union of N. a iat cevccse|sccscceccfcecscccscfovecseseed 17 23 22 28 29 
Plano and an Workers’ Union.............. oe qecccscces fees sees 65 90 90 80 50 50 
Phlota’ Association o.oo... nce. cc ccc ccc ccscsccrsecesecseensPosccscce-[eccsccess[ocsceeees 5 bad * ° * bad 
Pilots’ Association of the Great Lekes. Dake I... Tessa. 10 ¢ + 
Plumpers, Gas Fitters. Steam Fitters, oto. coves 152 | 165] 180] 150 | 160] 18 
Potters. Stoneware... sau: tt + tt tt tt + 
Powder and High Explosive Workers.............. — 7 7 5 6 5 5 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative... 6 58 56 56 58 5” 
Potters’ National Union of Amerlca.................Ie........Ir.2.....leeoooseeeheennenee. e ce ce c ¢ 
Printing Pressmen, International..................... 14 | 100 | 170 | 106 | 106 | 178 
Prioters. Plate of U.S. A., National... secceweccceces 9 10 11 12 12 12 
Print Cutterk................-:000s000nen000e esse cescescvrccccceces 8 8 4 4 4 4 
Printers. Machine Textsle...............0ce ccccsscoccccssfoccscccssfecesecesc}ecssccees 4 4 4 4 - o 
Quarry workers, International .........1.0....-ccccccsesfeccesesssLiccssccecfeseesseeed 18 36 36 38 4 4 
way Clerks... enooonsnelssenezen lernen 13 6 +t tt +t +t 
way Employes’ ‘Amal. Ässo.. Street. sonne: 36 | 300 | 300; 200 | 330! 0 
Rallway Expres@man ...................0:.0:-c.ccescsccsccccsccfecsccese-[esccssess|ecescnese 14 3 tt tt +t + 
Roofers, Comp. Damp and Waterproof Wk'rs... ..... . P. . . .. P....... ........ P....... csveccescfecocensee] 10 10 
Rubber Workers ............. ......... ....... 10 3 1 t ¢ ¢ 
Saw Smiths’ Union of America................... ... ....... J......... 8 8 8 8 8 3 
Seamen's Union of America, Intu.............. senseee 139 | 201 19% | 194 | 248 | 965 
lo WERVerS .........-zoneenaeeenonnennnnnenen nn P....... . ........ P......... 13 14 16 17 18 17 
Shipwrights, Joiners, and Calkers.............. .... J....... ........J....... 20 34 4 20 19 16 
it. W and Laundry Workers................}......... 80 65 46 55 31 40 
Slate and Tile Workers......... scgvccesceccscocessstesceoess Levee 5 7 6 5 6 6 
Slate Workers. su cccncccccecsesencsccescnceces[csess 8 8 9 18 30 27 
Spinners’ Association... . 25 35 22 22 22 23 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers... wee ad e e HM 55 56 
Steel Plate Transferrers’ Asso. of Americs....|......... oe ceccssses|pecvecess 1 1 1 
Stereotypersand Electrotypers Unionof N. A.|....... 21 M 28 28 2 31 
Stone Cutters’ Association, Journeymen.........].........] .... eccsecelecoccsscsfocecss-s:[eoeecese.] 8 88 
Stove Mounters’ Internationa! Union............... 16 17 15 15 15 14 
Switohmen’s Unioa of North America.... ....... J......... l.. ..... P....... ..... 81 J os 
Tackmakers ... vecseesfocese see len le. 1 3 2 tt + +t 
Tailors’ Union of ‘America, Journeymen... zone. 93 188 | 190 | 160 | 166 | 167 | 161 
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of......... 4 330 | SO | 783] 402] 306! 877 
Telegrapbers, Order of Railroed....................00- 80 SI 150| 180] 180] 180] 150 
Textile Workersof America, United............... 27 150 | 1058 | 100] 100 | 114 | 199 
Theatrical Staxe Employes. National.............. 38 45 50 55 60 60 8 
Tile Layers and Helpers. Intl. Union................ 7 14 17 14 19 21 19 
Tio Pilate Workers, Intl. Protective................ 20 18 16 14 14 14 14 
Tip Printern. _..... veveesecdeeee oc 3 3 3 2 1 3 
Tobacco Workers’ Union of Amerlca.... 43 52 56 54 55 $1 “4 
Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty. Intl... 3 16 15 18 9 7 § 
Tube Workers of United States and Canada..|...... on 15 15 + + tt tt 
Typographical Union. International........... ..... 365 3 | 467 | 47) 438 | 428 | 40 
Upholsterers, International Union of............... 18 25 30 28 26 26 28 
atch Case Engravers, International... wcccsece ss. 5 4 8 8 2 3 3 
Watch Case Makers, Infernational... ee J...... 8 aan d d d d é 
Weavers. Elastic Goring.. esessees 2 1 1 | 1 1 1 
Wire Weavers’ Protective. "American... men 2 8 3 8 8 3 3 
Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers....... Pen VOR Ir. en Po 11 12 10 8 
Wood Workers, Amalgamated. sececwmeces aces secs rauen 151 273 | &3 {| 2900] 150 93 @ 
Centrals... wee Lovesmeccccccvcccersceseces sus 824 BO] 560 61 538 | 874 08 
BlS ......22csonsonooneunnsoununsnenuennnarsessanenane 400 Sen | 863 | 106] 0; 7131 616 
State Branc hee.............cccccccesecscovcscescsonssess 21 20 83 4 36 37 b 
Total vote of UÜnlons.............--......... 


*Charter revoked. ¢ Suspended for non-payment of per capita tax. tt Disbanded. 
e Merged with Machinists. db Merged with Molders. ¢......... é........ % Withdrew. 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OURING 
THE PAST YEAR. 








Death Unem- 
ORGANIZATIONS. Death benefits Sick Traveling | Toolin- 


, ployed 
benefits. members benefits. | benetits. | surance. benefits. 














+ POH EEOH SO Eee | FeO Zr Er er re PN 


900 00 . 

Barders......ensseesnensenenssnnmeenenenn: 21,000 00 | ww | 40.8 68 |...... pesstesssses ⏑——— beosece 
Blacksmiths....... .......... ........... 

Boiler Makers..................... ......... 
Booxbinders. ....................... 
Boot and Shoe Workers... 
Brick. Tule and Terra Cotta Wkrs 
Bridge and Structurallron Wkrs. 
Broommekert.......................0......- 
Carpenters, Brotherhood........... 
Carpenters, Amaigamated een 
COPVL........ccccccce suse cocccsoceecccoecses. 










Pope caererrsvecccoene 


2.492 00 |... X. Z. 16316 06 a nn 4,589 28 | 30.208 88 


us 
oa 


EeRSsa8. 32 


SSSSSLESSSRSSSSSSSESSSRSUSSSSSSSESSSSS: SS 


Clerks. seeseeeeuss 
Commercial Telewraphers.... secooscece 


: 
°. 
: 
© und: 


Compressed Air Workers............ 400 00 Foo... 700 OO |.........a02ene0elesononenneoneneee 

Curtain Operatives. Lace... . sisecsteececececes | ccecsvcecccscees|.ccscssacssccceers[evceccseeccseccceel vsccesccsccscoesos 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers..| 8000 Ff bees ........ asec P.... ........ 
Electrical Workers. ...............00.... 500 00 1......220..2..0- J.. sencecsscecesse|eceocs .......... we] . ...... 


Engravers, Watch Case. seoeeeseceeee: 
Foundry Emploses.... seseccoceeee 
Freixht Handlers.......... se csevescconceers 
Fur Workers... cecocevecveseces 


saoweeeeaueesoareres 194 00 PO oereeeeseedsessr LeVssesonosee — 
PCRS OeweD Bre eReers 831 00 PROTEC HS HOES OOHETs TESCO ROGOHR OTH O ET oaveee Seoossoscesoen 
au wededeeteeenreerTsos veces secaseseootos “......„n........ 29 00 Coe Tee Te eeeDeoesee 


FEREPR 


Glass Bottle Blowers................ 53,000 00 |...........00... |... ssccccseescene| VERRRRFRRRR en ..... 4.000 00 
Glass Workers, Amalgamated. “on. PEOSOHHSCHTOATOSCHT EEE TI IT EEST III IK E Ü ITTT eeossanoeces v......n.onnn..00.r0. RESORT reeuneveses 


Granite Cutters.. 


= 
= 
a 


„m. ......u00.[osuooogeeeeenonnnr|lıreoeneen anne rene | OCHHSCESEEOHOOSEs Fesepereseteneetere 


Grinders, Table Kulfe.. secessecees een 7000 ]........020000000 0200000. pesceecsecelecscevsesos sccscoe| covccceccescesees devescecscsceeeses 
HIOteers...... occ. ce cece cee cesceceeeeceereeees 4897 75 1......... ........ ceccessvccscecersde sens en F sevsccacovescecee 9.200 00 
Hod Carriers... 3.4500 . . . . . cee L cece sec ceccescsecfecccccececcscsces|osccsveceoes secsecfosscccecsssecceses 
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VOTING STRENGTH OF FEDERATION, 1897-1908. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Actors.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Differences with 8 firms compromised, benefiting 
125 men. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of 
strikes, $400. Death benefits, $600; sick benefits, $400; traveling benefits, $200; unem- 
ployed benefite, $600. Donations to other unions, $1,500. 

Asbeston Workers.—-Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 467. Number 
of strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 198; 
benefited, 115; not benefited, 78. An average gain in wages of 25 cents per day. Gains 
in other respects: Union shop. Better wages, shorter hours and better working condi- 
tions are improvements secured for the members of the organisation in the past ten 


years. 

Bakers and Confectioners.—Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 458. 
Number of strikes, 10. Number of persons involved, 300. Cost of strikes, $7,895. 
Death henefits for the year 1907, $900; sick benefits for the year 1907, $4,615.92. 
Material improvement in the conditions of the members have been accomplished in 
the past ten years—hours of labor reduced from 18 to 10, 9 and 8. 

Barbers.—Charters issued, 43 ; surrendered, 19. Gain in membership, 592. Number of strikes, 
3; won, 3. Number of persons involved, 512; benefited, 512. Average reduction of 
hours of labor, 2 per week. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully 
resisted. Death benefits, $21,000; sick benefits, $40,824.68. 

Bill Posters.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 1; 
won, 1. Number of persons involved, 12; benefited, 12. Average gain in wages 50 
cents per day. No reductions in wages in the past year. Cost of strikes, $400. 
Gradual improvement in the conditions of the members in the past ten years, resulting 
beneficially to the entire memberstJ9. 

Bleckamiths.—Cbarters issued, 12; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 8; won, 2; compro- 
mised, 3; lost, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 500; not 
benefited, 500. Unemployed benefits, $10.000. Better wages, better sanitary conditions, 
and trade agreements fostering better mutual feeling. 

Boller Makers.—Charters issucd, 31; charters surrendered, 48. Number of strikes, 11; won, 
1; compromised, 1; lost, 5; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 1,901; benefited, 
147; 610 affected in the strikes compromised ; 229 involved in the strikcs now pending. 
Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes. $23,- 
421.71. Death benefits, $1,150. Iligher wages, shorter hours and better conditions 
are among the improvements in the conditions of the members in the past ten ycars. 

Bookbinders.—Charters issued, 8. Strike for the elght-hour day throughout the trade was 
inaugurated October 1, 1907, and it has been successful to the extent of 85 per cent. 
550 members still on strike to make the effort entirely successful. Cost of strike, 
$165,508.05. Death benefits, $8,250. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.—Charters issucd, 11; surrendered, 24. Gain in membership, 3,533. 
Number of strikes, 2; won, 2. Number of persons involved, 171; benefited, 171. Some 
increases in wages have been secured In union stamp factories, without strike. Offers 
of reductions in wages in the past year were in every instance successfully resisted. 
Cost of strikes, $2,256.72. Death benefits, $13,425; sick benefits, $70,665.68; disability 
benefits. $775. $1.00 to $5.00 per week increase in wages and hours reduced in 50 per 
cent of the union factories, are among the advantages secured in the past ten years. 
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Brewery Workers.—Charters issued, 16; surrendered, 38. Number of strikes, 6; won, 5; 
compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 12.500; benefited, 12,200; not benefited, 
309. Cost of strikes, $117,500. Increase of wages for 368 locals, with reduction in 
hours, secured without strike. No reduction in wages in the past year. Donations 
to other unions, $12,480. In the past ten years wages have increased 50 per cent, 
and a reduction in hours of between 2 and 4 per day. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 1. Offers of reduc- 
tions in wages have been successfully resisted in the past year. Some locals have se- 
cured increascs in wages and better conditions without strike. Death benefits, $16,700. 
Remarkable improvement in wages and hours of the members in the past ten years. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers.—Charters issued, 6; and 1 local reorganised. Beduc- 
tion in wages in one city. Death benefits, $350. 

Broom Makers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number 
of persons involved, 6; benefited, 6. 3 per cent average gain in wages per day. No 
reduction in hours. Donations to other unions, $100. The organization has increased 
wages about five per cent in the past ten years. 

Brushmakers.—No report. 

Carpenters, Brotherhood.—Charters issued, 144; surrendered, 167. Number of strikes, 126; 
won, 25; compromised, 90; lost, 3; pending, 7. Cost of strikes, $69,967.30. Death 
benefits, $246,607.09. Death benefits, members’ wives, $15,850. 

Carpenters, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Cost of strikes and lockouts, 
$6,618.86. Unemployed benefits, $30,202.82; sick benefits, $10,316.05; death benefits, 
$2,492; accident benefits, $525; tool insurance, $4,589.28; superannuation benefits, 
$6,820.95. Assistance to members and other trades, $2,650. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.—No report. 

Car Workers.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 17. Number of strikes, 2. Number of per 
sons involved, 350. Cost of strikes, $1,000. Death benefits, $100. Remarkable im- 
provement in conditions of members in the past ten years. 

Carvers, Wood.—Death benefits, $1,800; tool insurance, $135.30. Donations to other unions, 
$85.00. 

Cement Workers.—Charters issued, 9. Surrendered, 20. Gain in membership, 8 ‚000. 

Chain Makers.—Number of strikes, 1; lost. Number of persons invoived, 329; not benefited, 
329. Cost of strikes, $1,200. Resistance to offers in reductions resulted in compro- 
mise. Traveling benefits, $800; unemployed benefits, $1,900. Donasions to other 
unions, $230. 

Cigar Makers.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 11. Gain in membership, 200. Number of 
strikes, 68; final reports have been received In but 36; won, 22; compromised, 5; lost, 
9. Number of persons involved, 3,426; benefited, 1,055; not benefited, 170. 13 strikes 
were against reductions in wages, 6 were successful, 1 compromised and 1 lost. Death 
benefits, $203,500; sick benefits, $173,505.67; traveling benefits, $50,063.86; unem- 
ployed benefits, $60,000. As a result of the improvement in the conditions of the 
members, brought about by the organization, death rate from tuberculosis has been 
reduced 15 per cent and length of life increased 6 per cent in males and 8 per cent 
in wives of members. 

Clerks, Retail.— Death benefits, $5,075; sick benefits, $15,925. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 30; 
won, 17; lost, 13. Number of persons involved, 344; benefited, 183; not benefited, 
161. All strikes were against attempted reductions. Cost of strikes, $10,393. 

Commercial Telegraphers.—Charters surrendered, 10. Increase of $1.60 to $2.50 per week 
affecting about 200 members was gained without strike. Death benefits, $3,150. 

Compressed Air Workers.—Death benefits, $1,400; sick benefits, $700; uncmployced benefits, 
$450. Donations to other unions, $300. As a result of the efforts of the organization 
in the past ten years wages have been increased $1.25 a day, and a reduction from 30 
pounds to 25 pounds pressure for eight hours. 

Coopers.—Charters issucd. 7; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 20; won, 11; compro- 
mised, 2; lost, 7. Number of- persons involved, 410; benefited, 110; not benefited, 300. 
An average of 5 per cent per member gain in wages per day; 1 per cent reduction in 
hours of labor. Cost of strikes, $2,500. Resisted proposed reductions in seven cities, 
and not over thirty members throughout the country were forced to accept reductions. 
Increase of 20 per cent in wages and reduction of one hour in the working day are 
amcng the improvements in the conditions of the members secured in the past ten 


years. 
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Curtain Operatives, Lace.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 2; won, 
1; number of persons involved, 11; benefited 11; 19 in pending strike. Death benefits, 
$3,050. 

Cutting Die and Cutter Makers.—Death benefits, $50. 

Electrical Workers.—Charters issued, 58; surrendered, 26. Gain in membership, 8,327. Death 
benefits, $9,500. 

Elevator Constructors.—Charters issued, 8. Number of strikes, 1; compromised. Number of 
persons involved, 200; benefited, 300. 25 cents average gain in wages per member per 
day. Cost of strikes, $7,645.15. Forty per cent increase in wages and reduction of two 
hours per day are improvements secured in the past ten years. 

Engineers, Steam.—Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 22. Number of strikes, 23. Proposed 
reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $10,965.19. ı In- 
creased wages, better hours and better working conditions are improvements secured 
in the past ten years. 

Engravers, Watch Case.—About 5 per cent per member per day average gain in wages. 
Shorter hours and 5 per cent increase gained without strike. Death benefits, $60; sick 
benefits, $194. Donations to other unions, $46. 

Firemen, Stationary.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 8,000. Num- 
ber of strikes, 4; won, 3; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,400; bene- 
fited, 1,400. 5 per cent average gain wages per member per day. Cost of strikes, $3,- 
526. Proposed reductions were successfully resisted. 85 per cent of the trade now 
have the eight-hour day, whereas all worked 12 hours ten years ago. 

Fitters, Steam.—No report. 

Flour and Cereal.—No report. 

Foundry Employes.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 9. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Death benefits, $750; sick benefits, $821. Donations to other unions, $87. In 
the past ten years the 9-hour work day has been secured, and wages increased from 
$1.10 to $2.20 per day. 

Freight Handlers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 2,190. Satur- 
day half holiday for railway clerks was secured without strike. Reduction in wages in 
one instance only. Proposed reductions in three cities were successfully resisted. 
Death benefits, $3,000; tool insurance, $29. In the past ten years wages have been 
increased 33 1-8 ‚per cent, hours of labor shortened 28 per cent and general working 
conditions improved. 

Fur Workers.—Death benefits, $200. Donations to other unions, $30. 

Garment Workers, United.—Charters issued. 50; surrendered, 30. Gain in membership, 5,000. 
Number of strikes, 71; won, 50; compromised, 20: lost, 1. Number of persons in- 
volved, 8,000; benefited, 7,890; not benefited, 110. Cost of strikes, $5,000. Donations 
to other unions, $50.00. Shorter hours and increase in wages are among improvements 
secured in the past ten years. . 

Garment Workers, Ladies—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 11. Number of strikes, 57; won, 
30; compromised, 8; lost, 19. Number of persons involved, 1,563, benefited, 760; not 
benefited, 803. 7 per cent average gain per member per day in wages. Cost of strikes, 
$5,479.04. 

Glass Bottle Blowers.—Number of new locals, 6; number reorganized, 4. Gain in member. 
ship, 700. After a struggle of eighteen years, a settlement was effected with the 
More-Jonas Glass Co., of Bridgeton, N. J., and this plant in future will operate under 
the rules and regulations of this Association. Number of persons benefited, 144 skilled 
mechanics and 400 outside of the skilled men. Proposed reduction in wages was suc- 
cessfully resisted. Death benefits, $53,000; unemployed benefits, $4,000. Donations to 
other unions, $700. 

Glass Workers, Amal.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes, 1; lost, 1. 
Number of persons involved, 47: not benefited, 47. Cost of strikes, $2,529.70. One 
union reduced working hours to 9 per day, without strike. Wages reduced 5 per cent 
in one city, affecting 125 men. Death benefits, $625.70. Donations to other unions, 
$300. Wages increased 10 per cent; hours reduced from 9 to 8 in the past ten years. 

Glove Workers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1; lost. 40 persons 
involved. Cost of strike, $200. Advantages gained without strike: Agreements signed 
with five manufacturers with increase in wages ranging from 5 to 15 per cent. No 
reductions in wages in the past year. The benefits accruing from the organization in 
the past ten years are 25 per cent increase in wages, Saturday half holiday, machine 
rent abolisned, charges for needles abolished and generally improved conditions, 
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Gold Beaters.—No report. , 

Granite Cutters.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 2 (jobs finished). Number of strikes, 84; 
won, 15; compromised, 19. Number of persons involved, 6,500; benefited, 6,500. 4,325 
men gained 5 per cent increase in wages. Gains in other respects: further extension 
of plan of settlements without strikes. Cost of strikes, $150,000. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Death benefits, $24,416.75. Donations to other unions, $2,- 
678.75. Among the benefits accruing as a result of the organization in the past ten 
years are the universal reduction of work day to 8 hours in 1900 and increase in 
wages of 25 per cent. 

Grinders, Pocket Knife Blade.—-Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons involved, 20. 
bencfited, 20. Cost of strike, $66.00. Successful in resisting reduction in wages. Do- 
nations to other unions, $49.00. As a result of the organization the conditions of the 
members have been steadily improving in every way. 

Grinders, Table Knife.—Death benefits, $750. Conditions of the members impfoved in every 
way as a result of the efforts of the organization. 

Hatters.—Proposed reductions were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $54,897.75. Un- 
employed benefits, $9,200. Donations to other unions, $7,500. 75 per cent improve- 
ment in conditions of members in the past ten years. 

Hod Carricrs.—Charters issued, 52; charters surrendcred, 14. Gain in membership, 776. 
Number of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 400; not benefited, 400. 
Cost of strikes, $500. Death bencfits, $3,450. Donations to other unions, $100. Im- 
provements in conditions of members in the past ten years: Reduction of hours from 
10 to 8; gain in wages from 15 cents to 25 cents, and 40 cents per hour. 

Horseshocrs.—Charters issucd, 20; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 4. Number of persons involved, 200; benefited, 200. 250 men secured 
gain in wages. Cost of strikes, $4,000. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Reduction in hours and increases in wages ranging from 25 cents to $1.00 per day 
have been secured In the past ten years. 

Hotel and Restaurant.— Number of charters issued, 114; surrendered, 53. Number of strikes, 
17; won, 16. Number of persons involved, 12,248; benefited, 12,230; not benefited, 18. 
In several cities secured ten-hour day for members who had formerly worked on an 
average of 12% bours per day. Gains In other respects: Improvement in sanitary 
conditions. Cost of strikes, $10,870.30. All proposed reductjons in wages were suc- 
cessfully resisted except in one case. Death benefits, $26,150. Bick benefits, $24,- 
508.48. Donations to other unions, $2,367. 

Iron and Steel Workers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 2, pending, 
against reduction in wages. Number of persons involved, 500. Cost of strikes, $29,- 
260.68. Death benefits, $5,800. Donations to other unions, $250. 

Jewelry Workers.—Charters surrendered, 1. Death benefits, $225. Sick benefits, $134. Do- 
nations to other unions, $215. Improvements in conditions of members in the past 
ten years. Hours reduced from 10 to 0 and pay for overtime. 

Lathers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 22. Number of strikes, 5; won, 5. Number of 
persons involved, 500. All reductions were successfully resisted except in two cases. 
Death benefits, $5,650. Wages have increased 150 per cent in the past ten years. 

Laundry Workers.—Charters issued, 0; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 1,000. In some 
instances higher wages and shorter hours were secured without strike. Several at- 
tempts were made to reduce wages, but the organization successfully resisted them 
without strike. In the past ten years there has been an average increase in wages of 
50 per cent and a shortening of the working hours from 5 to 20 per week. 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.—Number of strikes, 1; lost. Number of persons involved and 
not benefited, 11. Some increases In wages through agreements with firms have been 
gained without strike. Reductions in wages In one case. Cost of strikes, $205. The 
abolishment of the contract system is an important achievement of the organization, 
among the other advantages secured In the past ten years. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Charters Issucd 3; surrendered, 6 Gain in membership, 
300. Number of strikes, 5; won, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 55. 
Number of persons benefited, all. Reductions in wages were attempted, but succcss- 
fully resisted. Cost of strikes, $2,370. Death benefits, $3,275. Sick benefits, $10,340. 
Donations to other unions, $845.00. The organisation has materially benefited the 

th members. N rt. 

pithographers.— No report. vcs issued. 7: surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 400. Number 
of strikes, 2; won, 1; compromised, 1. 
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Longshoremen.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 20. Attempts to reduce wages were suc- 
cessfully resisted. Donations to other unfons, $301.45. Increase In wages of about 
30 per cent, and reduction of hours from 13 to 11 are among the achievements of the 
organization in the past ten years. 

Machine Printers.—No report. 


Machinists. Charters issued, 34; surrendered, 22. Gain in membership, 6,000. Number of 
strikes, 49; won, 20; compromised, 6; lost, 2; balance pending. Number of persons 
involved, 8,000; benefited 20,000. No reduction in wages in the past year, attempts 
having been successfully resisted. Cost of strikea, $389,004.50. Death benefits, $51,- 
900. Reduced hours, increased wages and improved shop conditions are among im- 
provements secured by the organization in the past ten years. 


Maintenance of Way Employes.—Charters issued, 166; surrendered, 5. Attempts to reduce 
wages were successfully resisted. Death bencfits, $7,500. Satisfactory improvement 
in the conditions of the members in the past ten years. 

Marble Workers.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 150. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 200; 
benefited, 175; not benefited, 25. Gains: More general recognition of the union. Cost 
of strikes, $300. Improvements secured in the past ten years: Better conditions in 
buildings, eight-hour day now generally recognized in branches working in buildings and 
in the shops in large cities. 


Meat Cutters.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 600. Number of 
strikes, 3; pending. Number of persons involved, 400. Cost of strikes, $1,200. At- 
tempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $1,500. Donations 
to other unions, $250. Reduction of hours, increase in wages and better conditions 
have been secured in the past ten years. 

Metal Polishers.—Charters issued, 21; surrendered, 18. Number of strikes, 25; won, 15; com- 
promised, 6; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 900; benefited, 750; not benefited, 
150. 25 to 50 cents per day gains in wages, and successfully resisted increase in hours, 
Gains in other respects: Better sanitary condition. Cost of strikes, $18,199.50. Death 
benefits, $3,850. Improvements in the past ten years; wages increascd about 50 per 
cent, hours shortened from one to two per day, and better sanitary conditions In fac- 
tories. 

Metal Workers, Sheet.—Charters issued, 24; surrendered, 6. Number of strikes, 6; won, 3; 
compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 200. Attempts to reduce wages 
were successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $6,200. Death benefits, $14,100. 

Mine Workers.—Charters issued, 228; surrendered, 172. Strikes in five States, 3 still pend- 
ing; 2 lost. Number of persons involved, 30,000; not benefited, 30,000. Cost of 
strikes, $621,635.58. Advantages gained without strike: Agreements renewed for 
350,000 men. Average advance in wages about 50 per cent and corresponding improve- 
ment in working conditions in the past ten years. 

Molders.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 23. Number of strikes, 25; won, 5; lost, 3; pena- 
ing, 17. Number of persons involved, 630; benefited, 95; not benefited, 28. The or- 
ganization has been able to hold its osn despite the depression. Offers of reduction 
have been successfully resisted. Cost uf strikes, $240,537.29. Death benefits, $72,- 
769.25. Sick benefits, $186,881.20. Unemployed benefits, $68,503.49. 

Musicians.—Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 10. Marked improvement in conditions of 
members in the past ten years. 

Painters and Decorators.—Charters issued, 108. Death benefits, $58,413. Death benefits 
members’ wives, $10,100. Sick benefits, $5,425. . 

Paper Makers.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 1,500. Number of 
strikes, 3; won, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 3,500; benefited, 100. 
3,000 members on strike against reduction in wages. Other proposed reductions in 
wages were successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $48,000. Wages have been increased 
20 per cent and working hours reduced 25 per cent in the past ten years. 

Pattern Makers.—Charters issued, 6; number of strikes, 20; won, 7; pending, 13. Persons 
involved, 100; benefited, 25. All strikes were inaugurated to resist reduction in wages 
and other attempts on the part of employers to change conditions on account of the 
depression. Cost of strikes, $11,553.21. Death benefits, $2,700. Sick benefits, $6,- 
892.79. Tool insurance, $1,118,05. Donations to other unions, $100. Some of the 
locals pay out-of-work benefit, the New York local alone paying $36,000 fer this pur- 
pose. 
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Pavers and Rammermen.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 5. Strikes, 1; lost, 1. Number 
ef persons involved, 300; not benefited, 300. Cost of strikes, $75.00. Higher wages 
and reduuction of hours generally since the organization was established. 


Paving Cutters.—Charters issued, 17; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 384. Number of 
strikes, 6; won, 3; compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 113; bene- 
fited, 92; not benefited, 21. An average gain of 7 cents per member per day. Reduc- 
tion in wages in one Instance. Cost of strikes, $1,531. Death benefits, $2,100. In 
the past ten years the organization has effected a uniform reduction of hours from 10 
to 0, and latterly the adoption of the eight-hour day by about 50 per cent of the 
members, 


Photo-Engravers.— Charters issued, 100. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 2; 
pending. Cost of strikes, $786.75. Death benefits, $1,500. 


Piano and Organ Workers.—No report. 


Plate Printers.—Gain in membership, 25. Number of strikes, 1. Persons involved, 6. Cost 
of strikes, $250. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Donations 
to other unions, $200. Better wages, shorter hours and more constant employment are 
results of the organization. 

Plumbers.—Charters issued, 150; surrendered, 35. Gain in membership, 1,000. 

Post Office Clerks.—Charters issued, 18. Galn in membership, 1,500. 

Potters, Operative.— Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 118. No reductions in wages in 
the past year. Donations to other unions, $118.04. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.—No report. 

Print Cutters.—No reduction in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $1,050. Donations 
to other unions, $304. 

Printing Pressmen.—Charters issued, 32; surrendered, 13. Gain in membership, 940. Num- 
ber of strikes, 31; won, 5; compromised, 2; pending, 24. Number of persons involved, 
1,152. Fifty cents average gain in wages per member per day. Eight-hour day secured 
in 174 cities in the past year without strike. Attempts to reduce wages were success 
fully resisted. Cost of strikes, $3,450. Death benefits, $13,000. Donations to other 
unions, $1,800. 

Quarry Workers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 400. Number of 
strikes, 25; pending, 3; won, 22. Number of persons involved, 2,800; benefited, 25. 
Elght cents per member per day average gain in wages. Cost of strikes, $14,379. 
Death benefits, $1,200. Higher wages, shorter nours and better equipment and condi- 
tions have been secured by the organization since established. 

Railroad Telegraphers.—Attempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. Death benefits, 
$89,150. 

Rallway Employes, Street.—Charters Issued, 27 ; surrendered, 24. Number of strikes, 18; won, 
5; compromised, 6; lost, 3; pending, 4. Number of persons invoived, 5,257; benefited, 
500. Gain in wages of two cents per hour secured for 500 members. 25,000 men 
secured an average increase of one-half cent per hour, and there was a reduction in 
wages of one-half cent an hour affecting 2,000 men. Cost of strikes, $56,- 
907.92. Death benefits, $18,100. Sick benefits, $15,225.55. Donations to other unions, 
$4,485.53. The organization has secured for its members in the past ten years an 
average of two hours per day decrease, and an increase of five cents per hour in wages. 

Roofers, Composition.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. 
Number of persons involved, 40; benefited, 40. No reduction in wages in the past 
year, attempts having been succcssfuliy resisted. Donations to other unions, $75. 40 
per cent improvement in the conditlons of the members In the past ten years. 

Sawsmiths.—No report. 

Seamen.—Improvements in conditions and wages and enactment of legislation secured through 
the efforts of the organization. 

Shingle Weavers.— Number of charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Wages were reduced in twe 
localities, all other attempts were successfully resisted. 

Shipwrights.— Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 6. Number of strikes, 1; number of persons - 
involved, 11. Reduction In wages in one instance. Death benefits, $1,200. General 
increase in wages and shorter hours In past ten years. 

Slate and Tile Roofers.—Charters surrendered, 2. Death benefits, $1,300. 

Blate Werkers.— Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 1. Wages increased from $2.50 to $3.50 per 
day, and hours reduced from 10 to 9, are among the achievements of the organizaties 
fer its members since established. 
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Spinners.—Death benefits, $3,000. Death benefits members’ wives, $1,200. Unemployed bene- 
fits, $20,000. Donations to other unions, $800. 

Stage Employes, Theatrical.—Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 1. Gain in membrship, 1,000. 
Number of strikes, 7; won, 6; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 500; bene- 
fited, 500. 15 to 25 per cent average gain In wages per member per day. Increase in 
wages in 20 cities effected without strike. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Cost of strikes, $2,500. 

Steel Plate Transferrers.—Gain in membership, 3. Organization in satisfactory status at 
present. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 
878. In Cincinnati an effort has been pending since 1905 to establish the eight-hour 
day for the Electrotypers, and this year It finally went into general effect in that city. 
The Electrotypers of New York have been on strike for the eight-hour day; all mem- 
bers of this branch now employed are working on this basis, and but few members are 
out of employment. Cost of strikes, $5,265.34. Death benefits, $1,740. Continual 
improvement in wages and conditions. 

Stone Cutters.—Ne report. 

Stove Mounters.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 30; won, 5; com- 
promised, 5; lost, 10. Number of persons involved, 663. Cost of strikes, $15,596. 
Death benefits, $1,700. 

Switchmen.—Gain in membership, 8,292. Death benefits, $135,600. 

Tailors.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 21; won, 12; compromised, 
4; lost, 5. Number of persons involved, 400. Cost of strikes, $78,613.85. Increase of 
prices for two thousand members gained without strike. No reduction in wages in the 
past year. Death benefits, $11,272.75. Sick benefits (law went into effect January 1, 
1908), $11,004.22. 

Teamsters.—Charters issued, 99; surrendered, 91. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of 
strikes, 42; won, 31; compromised, 11. Number of persons involved, 1,600. Benefited, 
1,600. 17% cents average gain in wages per member per day. Cost of strikes, $10,- 
726. Attempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. 

Textile Workers.—Charters Issued, 29; surrendered, 31. Number of strikes, 3; won, 1; com- 


promised, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 850. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 
Tile Layers and Helpers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 3; com- 


promised, 1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 350. Benefited, 100; not benefited, 
250. No reductions in wages in the past year. Cost of strikes, $3,000. 
Tin Plate Workers.—Charters issued, 1. This organization has increased wages and shortened 


the hours of 95 per cent of the members from 12 to 8. 
Tip Printers.— Donations to other unions, $25 


Tobacco Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 3. Successful in maintaining during the 
past year the conditions previously secured. Death benefits, $1,500. Sick benefits, 
$7,181. Hours reduced, wages increased in union shops and conditions generally im- 
proved since organization was installed. 

Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 3. Number 
of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Number of persens involved, 120; not benefited, 120. An average 
reduction in the hours of labor of 20 minutes per member per day. No reduction in 
wages in the past year. Cost of strikes, $400. Donations to other unions, $55. Con- 
ditions of the members have been improved 25 per cent in the past ten years. 

Typographical Union (June 1, 1907, to May 31, 1908).—Charters issued, 51; surrendered, 8. 
Increases in wages were secured, through new wage scales in 83 cities. Strike bene- 
fits and special assistance to locals, $567,775.97. Death benefits, $38,650. Donations 
to other unions, $1,075. In March, 1905, the eight-hour day prevailed in the jurisdic- 
tion of only 79 unions. As a result of the general strike which was inaugurated in 
August, 1905, the eight-hour day is now in force in the jurisdiction of 565 locals. 

Upholsterers.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 4; compromised, 2; | 
lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 129; benefited, 76; not benefited, 53. Cost of 
strikes, $3,500. Reduction of cours and increase of wages secured through the organ- 
ization in the past ten years. 

Weavers, Goring.—Death benefits, $100. Unemployed benefits, $398. Donations to other 


unions, $27. 
Weavers, Wire.—Gain in membership, 14. Number of strikes, 1; pending. Number of per- 


sons involved, 17 journeymen and 5 apprentices. No reduction in wages in the past 
year. Cost of strike. $665.15. Death benefits, $600. Sick benefits, $856.10. Donations 
te other unions, $175. 
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Woodsmen and Saw Mil Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 18. One lockout, cem- 
promised, and wage scale restored, benefiting 62 persons. 
Wood Workers.—No report. 


ORGANIZERS. 


The following list of organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from 
the American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work 
during the past twelve months $59,820.81. Of this amount $1,742.91 was paid to district or 
volunteer organizers in sums ranging from $5 to $50 for organizing local trade or federal labor 
unions, and adjusting strikes and grievances of local unions affiliated directly or indirectly 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

















NAME or ORGANIZER. Stare WHEREIN Work Was Dons. Am sive :. : 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Connecticut......... 
3 ee yanoinson. West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Indlana.. 3.100 8 
8. Stuart Reld....... Maine. assachusetta, Connecticut, New ork, New , 
° oe ° peham shire ae eee m... 0.0.0 ...... 1... . .....e eee ee 2810 00 
ennsy vanıa . ou 2:89 0 8 8 e eo@eeeeeesestx#54u48oefee eeeneseeterteteeesee¢e#rn#ee ° 
6: He besos: Kansas, Oklahoma, TEXAS... occ ccc cc ccc ccccccccccens 57 
6 Jas. Leonard [|| Louislana, Alabema, Ohio e@ewmesveveeeveoeveeneeeveoeevneveeeoeeeeoeoe 2'550 00 
7. C. 0. Young...?... Washington, Oregon | . tiseeecrsccesesecceel 2,580 00 
8. J. A Flett. Cana New York, Nova "Bco tie ...0.0 .. 0.0. 2.500 00 
9. E. T. Flood. “ Pennsy vania, Kentucky, Illinois, Missourl, Indiana, 
en Onlo ............. . ................... Leone. 
10. J. Tazelaar New York, New Jersey, "Massachusett “Oblo, 1ilinois, 2,500 00 
° ss eeeeee Pennsylvania, Missouri, Muine, New Hampshire...... 2.500 00 
11. Cal Wyatt... Vermont, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, New York, ’ 
[ Kentucky 1.1.6.1. — [12 00 e01e1e0e. .......e, 0.00 00.0 2.450 00 
12. E. R. Wright .. | Tino Indiana, Mississip) i, Loulsiana............ce0- 2.400 00 
13. J. D. Plerce.......| Ohio, Kansas, New York, assachusetts, ininoia 2320 00 
14. M. G. Hamilton. Iowa, Missouri, Colorado, Indiana, New York, Illinois... 2350 00 
1%. H. L. Fichelberger. Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinols...........:.. 2.250 00 
16. W. Haho..... ..| Pennsylvania, Obio, Illinois, New York....... osvecee 2, 00 
17. Jas. Roach..... New York, Massachusetts, Oto, Pennsylvania, "Indiana, 
Illinois, Bissourl. ...... . cece cee cees ........ 2.200 00 
18. 8. Iglesias..... wee | Porto RICO ....2-2erunerennerenee nee .............. 1.741 80 
19. A. B. Holder......| Pennsylvania, Illinois, Obio, New York... cece 1.450 00 
20. G. J. Schneider. ...| Minnesota, Wisconsin ..........--0.eeeeees cect ..... 1.431 72 
21. F. H. McCarthy... "| Massachusetts .s 0,0 0 01 10 91 21090 0 890 910.090 0 0010 0 0 0 Tor 6 1.203 65 
22. Jno. Fitzpatrick. . Illinois oes Tr ee # 0 GO Ge HB zur zu 3 a. 6 0 [2.2 0000,00 @esevneaeeseeeoeoevee eee 1,200 00 
G. B. Howley..... Minnesota aeneaeev4ve08 . oo 700,1 0000200 00810020 9, 001 0 0080 9 00 5 ONE 94 
24. Herman Ross..... .| Pennsylvania .......--.06- eo cece cers cceves ........ 882 47 
25. 8. H. vay .. 2 0.00% California oesnuecereevcevee ov eone Pa ar ar rar vr Dr ur vr mE Er 0 ve ur) eoseveeeee 657 RO 
26. Annie Fitzgerald... 1linois ae. 00000 —. |. | 0111002090 0100808 0 ev eee ee 562 63 
27. Peter Hanraty..... Oklahoma ........ cece eee cece rec nceasees ernennen 512 80 
28. W. Pia Terry.. .tCallforDia 2... ccc ccc ccc te ce ewe ernennen nee ........ 500 00 
29. 8. Bramiette... | Kansas ..... 0.0. cece cc ce eee e eee ene ee serene 488 12 
80. T. * Tracy....... New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maryland............. 400 00 
31. W. J. Rorle....... Pennsylvania ...... ................. ............... 353 75 
82. Dd. W. Finn see e New ork oesne ..—. [0,2 000 seo 0 00000100 Tree 308 81 
83. H. Berghane or. NOW York .—. 110,010 er nen 60 Paar var ar vr vr ur Dur vr Sr Dr Sr Be Gr Br u Br Gr BE Zr Zr Zr ee ee 301 75 
84. G. A. Hallv....... Wroming............. . . . ...... arena 300 70 
85. R. E. Cronkey..... Colorado ............ ........... ....... .......... .. 270 00 
86. R. a er e . Florida .—. | oo 1 [ee ea eo @ Par vr or vr ur Dr vr Sr vr er Br zur Br Sc Br Br Kr ur BE Zu Er Zr Ze Zr zu zu Zu zu; 230 45 
87. Cornelius Ford. New Jersey ....cccceoccecees acc e rece tec e eee ences 168 43 
38. A. Rosenberg...... New York. ............. .............. A ee 12% 00 
89. A. E. Ireland..... Pennsvivania ......--.eceeee% rr err 120 17 
40. F. J Clennan ss e@ ee @ vu NEW or Pr vr ur vr ur Sr Br ur Br Sr Sr ze Sr Su 0 ..—6. 00,000 100000010100 0000 € 120 @0 
41. J.J O'Donnell ee Virginia ersceurevoernerveee m... 0001000900100 000‘ 97 80 
42. J. L. Rodier....... Pennsylvania, New York..... ........................ 71 65 
43. C. WwW. Woodman ° Texas .—..—. 0 10. 867 80T, 00 6 —en0o,r 09er 119 oe‘ 69 00 
44. Nathan Sodeskon Massachusetts eae ov st? ee 8 © .—.... .. ...„......anan„..:e..".me 65 10 
45. WwW. D Ryan -eeeee e Hilinois . . 01er 20000 ° . eo [0180900 9 019 91 1 01 0 0 08 98 0 0 0 0 9 5 evans 59 ll 
46. Jacobs & Rowen e Massachusetts eeoee7w#tee ....... ...e....Cea„..,.,.....EO.. 56 85 
47. Daniel Mulkern. . . .| Massachusetts ............ ee eee ee n ne 84 10 
48, Moo EB Zur Zur 0 Arkansas m ee 09 .—._..60206 26 ,r6 006 3 er 00 8 8 01 @ es 00 11T 9 0 € 80 60 
se. 5 A. Churchwell. Kentucky so 0008048 o...—0.00 8 U ur vr er re Er Sr Ge Sr Gr GE SE Zr Sr SE or SE BE BE Zu SE ee ee @ 68 00 
Charles Peetz...... en . Tre rTr Too  ree eesee#e 
Paid to District Organizers in "amounts less than $50... 1,742 91 
59,820 81 
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AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 
The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the fiscal year shows a balance of $72.57 to its 
eredit over expenses. The receipts from all sources are $20,722.41; the expenses, $20,649.84. 


I herewith submit statement of expenses, itemized and subdivided, for the past twelve 
months. 


RECEIPTS. 
Advertisements, subscriptions, CEC. .ooeoeeneenenennnn nennen een rennen nen nenn. B20,722.41 


EXPENSES. 
Attorney fees ...00 ..o....... ..._.....e.--n... ..... ......n. 1.1.1 1, 0e......r....... ......e 84 75 
Commissions so ee. e000 ...... . .... ..eer..eee- --.... . ee. -—....... ee... .....u 8,668 15 
Cuts ..— 2 10, 0,00 01000102000 .... 0000010000020 100000000 ee ee 0 
Hauling .._ 0000000100000 ............2.....Ee”. .......—.— 0 0er 00 6 24 15 
Printing FEDERATIONIBT..cccccccccscccsccecccccescscsece eoone ........ ...........u 8,251 64 
Printing l.ulletins m... 0 0 00020 ...-—..—.-— 0 0 11|1|11 1.006 ....rre ee ee er 020 006 60 60 
Pustage stamps ... | 1 .0 00090 ee 01000: 00 0008000000 .. .... 0000000 ........e ene 563 00 
Salaries ............. .....—. ..--— . . ..-......"ern..n .....—rn ss so ee 010010000. 2,239 89 
Contributions ...], 0000. 00% ..... 000 0800910100100 0100006 ................ eee 108 00 
Printing and su plies.. 00:2. 0010008 eevee .......„..... .....e... ........e 222 54 
R. G. Duno & ompany....... ee ee) ........ ...:. 0,800 0008000 000er‘ 75 00 
Postage pound rate. ...... ren me ee ee 001er, 0 0 0 0 0 rer‘ 825 02 
Commissions on subscriptions. ......cccccccccccccccccccncccceccccecccccccccccs 700 
$20,649 84 
RECAPITULATION. 


Receipts. as 00000000 0 8 8 9 8 eves eeoseaeaeeaeeaoee eater eeoeveeneseseGeeeseeeseneeaeeoeeeoeaeeonense .$20,722 41 
Expe 


DBSEB. - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 —— EEE TO 5 5 0 ..... .. 1.1 8.01 ,—..,..,...0..0.O’o.r......C...2L. ea 0» 20,649 84 


—— 





Excess of receipts... .c.csccccccccscsccccces .......®s ree | 17257 


The following are the receipts and expenses of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIBT since it 
was first issued: 








Year. Receipts. | Expenses. | Surplus. Deficit. 
21BOB-OF.......2.....ccccee cccecccccccees ... $2.418 80 | $2.684 66 |.................. $266 36 
1804-05 OO OOS EEE LETHHOOEERSHOLOHDESCHOSEEE BE: et YY CI ee a III OIDE 8.184 21 2.675 8 $508 23 een eveevecescavess 
189596.......ersoonsonnenseresone FPPRPPFPER fBnannuenussnnnennnnsnnnansennnennosnrsenenen: 1.917 61 ZICT OB |. ..ccce ........ 182 47 
1886-97......2200000000 cccccccccerecsccccccccesens we cncssccccecccccceccccesceccccncecsss 8. 8.004 87 $13 52 |.................. 
BBD7-OB... 0... cn cccccccccccccceccccnceees ec cccnccocnccccscccccececccnccceccoccscescuces 2.287 83 2.541 75 |... cc... ccc eseeee 253 93 
FOOB-OD...............ccccccccccvccecccccccscecccccccccccnrccscscesecesenccsseseecescecece 8.171 00 4,083 19 |.............0000. 862 19 
1899-00.........02000002000000nnennnnnennnnenusnn nenn Ooscccvescecesccccccccessccccecces 4.1¢2 © 4,466 OL |.................. 304 88 
ROO Ol...... 10.498 22 10,900 54 J...............0.. 402 83 
BDOTOB. ............200000000suonononnooesenunnunsonnennuneneneenneunesnennnunen seccesees 17.170 70 2.406 46 |..............00.. 8.235 76 
BOOB 0B... e cece cece ccccccceccccccc acces ceccsnesetecccsesenceesereesssceesess 27.7°8 43 | 42.888 68 }.................. 15,165 25 
1908-04...........222200000s0ounnonaonuonsnsnonnene sn nnnnesnennnsnnanennnnonnunaserenern: 82.639 89 | 80.0090 92 1,080 97 |...............088 
3904-085 .........0200.2000000a0a000nannaonsonnsensnnensesseenneunnnsnsenunnrsnnanen nenne 25.726 57 24,929 86 TOO 71 a nn 
1906-06. ..........-.sccceee eoecccececacee ce sccecccecccccccevecsscnccccesccccscsceensesees 25.913 87 26 868 12 |.................. 955 25 
1008-07.........0....... dccccacccccccccccccecccccencccsconsconscnassceccscnacenssoresces: 25.810 56 28.560 70 1,749 88 |... .....ceccccecs 
WQO7-OB. .........00..cceccccccccccscsccevees Creccecccccccncctaccevevsececvcscesescessesess 20,722 41 20,649 84 723 B7 | .......ccccsccceee 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 


The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending Setember 30, 
1908, there bas been issued from headquarters an average of 1,419 letters, circular letters and 


packages per day, as follows: 


Packages of supplies forwarded by Express and Post....... cece cee 2.943 
Pa of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers ‘and others........ 181,011 
Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes... .cccccccccesecccscccscseccce 6.562 
Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes. nn. ccm c cen sec cenes cc eccee 195,327 


LOCAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 

On September 80th of this year we had 583 local trade and federal labor unions in good 
standing, and a Defense Fund of $105,282.09 to protect the members of these unions in case 
ef strike or lockout. Many strikes that would have cost the American Federation of Labor 
many thousands of dollars were averted during the past year through the assistance of 
erganisers of the American Federation ef Labor in adjusting the differences and securing 
eenditions desired by the unions. 
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DEFENSE FUND. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


It is gratifying to notice the gradual increase of the Defense Fund since its inaugura 


tion in 1902, as follows: 


Receipte. Balance on 
ece Expenses. an 
1902... ccc cree ce cece ccccccccccces .........8 20,423 00 .. oo. 00. $ 20,423 00 
1903... .cccccccccccccsece @eseeeeaeereoevoaeeveesene 49,663 40 $6,690 00 ‚3 
1904... oo ccc ccccccescccce ...... ......... 33,722 55 5,972 00 81,146 95 
1905... ccc ccc ese ccsccens .....00.e ...... 16,966 8,107 18 94,916 40 
I206..................... üo —— — ——0⏑— —0 15.556 02 18,648 40 96,829 02 
LDOT. . ccc rec cccncccccccs .... ...e...meee 17,143 65 10,893 78 103,078 89 
IDOB.. ccc cccccccccccccses ......... ...." 14,327 20 12.124 00 105,282 09 
$167,802 45 $62,520 36 
RECAPITULATION, 
Receipts... ...cccccccccccsccccescces .. | 10 01000000 cece ccc ........ 0 $101,802 45 
EXPenseB..cccccccccccccccece ..... .......0 000° ..............e.... 62,520 86 
Balance on hand September 30, 1908.......... cece e ccc cecec ces $100,282 09 


The following is an itemized statement of amounts received from and paid to our Local 
Unions giving average membership, number of weeks’ benefit, and the amount received by each 


organisation : 
RECEIPTS. 
Receipte.....ccrccccccsccscccssevccccece ...... Seen cece ccc ccc ceccccessccscccs .P14,827 20 
BXPENSES. A 
verage 
membership. Weeks, 

Cigar Factory Tobacco St rs, No. 8156, Boston, Mass... 117 10 $4,712 00 
Meter Makers, No. 11250 iladelphia, Pennsylvania...... 444 16 2,832 00 
Clay Mine No. 8503, st. Lou oO. vv ....... vs mer 090 006 74 8 2,368 00 
Rubber Workers, No. 12420, Lambertville, New Jersey...... 29+ 10 1,184 00 
J. & 8. Case Makers, No. 10448, New York City........... 12 2 576 00 
Moccasin & Moccasin Slipper Workers, No, 12283, Ban Me. 9+ 10 868 00 
United Neckwear Cutters, No. 6939, New York City, N. Y.... 8+ 6 84 


Total... 


Balance on band in Detense Fund, October 1, 1907.. 
bal @eees 


Received in Defense 


Paid out of Defense Fund.... 
Balance in Defense Fund, October 1, 1908.... 


eenoeeev cCeeesveteee e#eeoeeoeees 


RECAPITULATION, 


« 
eaeeoecooveeeeeeeoeveveeeaen ss eseeeeeeseen 


UNION LABELS. 


There are now 58 labels and ten cards issued by the 
have been indorsed by the American Federation of Labor: 


American Federation of Labor. 

Bakers and Confectioners. 

Bollermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Makers. 

Brewery Workmen. 

Brickmakers. 

Broommakers. 

Brushmakers. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. 

Carvers, Wood. 

Cigarmakers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. 

Coopers. 

Engravers, Watch Case. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
plovees. 

Fur Workers. 

Garment Workers, United. 

Garment Workers, Ladies. 

Glass Workers. 

Glove Workers. 


Clerks. 
Engineers, Steam. 


ORGANIZATIONS USING LABELS. 


Gold Beaters. 

Grinders’ and Finishers’ Pock- 
et Knife Blade. 

Hatters, 

Horseshoers. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Workers. 

Leather Workers on Horse 


Goods. 

Machine Printers and Color 
Mixers. ° 

Machinists. 

Marble Workers. 

Metal Polishers. 


Woerkmen. 


cc cccvcccesccccce . 412, 124 OO 


sees 6 $108,078 89 
ee 14,327 20 
———— $117,406 09 
12,124 00 
$105,282 08 


following organizations, which 


Powder Workers. 

Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters. - 

Sawsmiths. 

Shingle Weavers. 

Shi Waist and Laundry 
Workers. 

Slate Workers. 

Stove Mounters. 

Tailors. 

Textile Workers. 

Tip Printers. 

Tobacco Workers, 

Travelers’ Goods and Leath- 
er Nevelty Workers. 


Metal Workers, Sheet. Typographical. 
Moulders. Upholsterers, 
Painters. Weavers, Wire. 
Papermakers. Wood Workers. 
Photo-Engravers. Wondsmen and Sawmill 
Piano and Organ Workers. Workers. 
Plate Printers. 
ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 
Firemen, Stationary. Musicians. 


Hotel & Restaurant Employees. Stage Employees, Theatrical. 


Meat Cutters and utcher Teamsters. 
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The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: 
Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Bottlers (Soda and Mineral Water), Coffee, Spice and 
Powder Workers, Nail (Horseshoe) Workers, Neckwear Cutters and Makers, Button Workers, 
Paper Box Makers, Suspender Makers, Garter, Arm Band and Hose Supporter Makers. 


PAID UP MEMBERSHIP. 

Notwithstanding trade disputes and the determined effort made by antagonistic associa- 
tions to prevent the organization of workers, the average paid-up membership of the American 
Federation of Labor has increased 47,915, and I believe with the enactment of remedial legis- 
lation and the efforts which the Federation will be able to put forth during the coming year, 
that a still more pronounced increase will be shown at its close. 

The following is the average paid up membership for the past twelve years: 


1897 @eeeoeeeeseetaeeeteoeeeoeteeeeee @eoeovovreeeveeeveeeeoneeeeeeveeeevaeeeeoseeweesveeseeoeeteeeeeeeeoee se 264 825 
1898 ven nor, tee eeoeveweeeemeoeowowve ea ev eenve eo @ @@¢eeoeeoeeeeeeseeeseeveeoeseesnseeaeeteee eee e@ 278,016 
1899 @eeeoeeveaeeneeepeseevneveespseeeneeeoeseseeeweveeasevneneveewneeaveeeeseeeweecaew ee 0. nn, 01 0 sen ee 20 2900 @ 9, 22 
1900 .. .. .. „ee... „m-.—n. ...nCe„—.. .m—— 1 01 8 a9 oe Ben — @eeeese47eeeeeeweeoeeeeteoeeeeweseeoeeseseen ese @ 548,321 
1901 m. .....—.e.Hr"”r rs... . . 0 101 es ya ae a2 00 Tre rer er oe 5 787,537 


1902 eeeeeeoeseoeeeeneseeoneseseweseeeseeoevneesvneeecoevoeevaesoaeeseeseecaeaeeewmesvesteeoeoeeeeaervrpeseeeetveeveoede 1,024,399 
1 ......... ... eevee ee... 2....:.,..: ..:.:”:.... 1...,.. nn -. ....“G“)G“" Aue nassen ee 8 ya 1 88 eae aeveerese oe 1 i] 9 00 
1904 @eeoeoeseseeeopeoesseoeecesessweeceae eeeseeaeseoveeveeeevonweeeeeveeaeeeseewaeeespeoeeoeseseeoenweeeveowe @Oveeeaoeeennvse 1,676,200 
1905 @eeseensvneoeevseesoaonseceoaeevnseeveeveaeseseeveeeseeveevneeeaespeeevneoeveeveeewneseescseseeevseewesvpeeevneveeveveaee en — — S i) 


00 
1906 @eseoseoaeocoeceaonevneeveseeceaoeevneeeaeseeeeveeceaneveeevpseeaeeoevneweevneeewaesveaeeeveeweeseeaoveeeoese evenness 1,454,200 


1 eoevneeeeeceeee eer eeneeeseeseeseeeeeeeereneeeeeeeeeeoneereeeeeeesneeeeereeteoee 1,538,970 
1908 ....... .. ... .. . -.......e.. ,..0.0......... ..-...„.e„em....e.en.. .......eC"....°20%r0.0 1,586, 


LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE. 


Three appeals were issued to the local unions for funds to assist the Labor Represen- 
tation Committee to carry out the American Federation of Labor politicai program. The 
officers of the local unions were directed to forward the appropriations to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor. Full and complete report of the amounts received and dispo- 
sition of same will be made to the Executive Council, and an itemized statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenses will be printed and mailed to all unions and individuals who have con- 
tributed, secretaries of international organizations, and to any others desiring a copy, upon 
application for same. 


LABOR PRESS. 


Too much can not be said in favor of the labor press of this country. Just before 
eoncluding my report I desire to pay a tribute to the yeoman service performed for the laber 
movement by the labor papers of this country, particularly | the weekly papers endorsed 
by the Central and State Bodies. Through them the representatives of organized labor 
have been enabled to express their views on all questions of interest to the membership. 
Notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to divert their attention from questions 
of the gravest importance to the general movement, they have remained faithful and have 
“hewed to the line, allowing the chips to fall where they may.” 

With such a record it is not surprising that the efforts of labor editors are becoming 
more and more appreciated by the great membership of organized labor, and the desire 
to assist, in every way possible, the success of the bona fide labor papers has materially 
increased during the past few years. 


CORRECTION. 


I desire to rectify an error which exists in the printed proceedings of the Norfolk Con- 
vention, in the report of the roll call vote on the appeal from the decision of Chairman 
O’Connell, taken by Delegate T. L. Lewis, on the resolution introduced by the latter, while 
the case of the Flint Giass Workers was under discussion. The names of Delegate John J. 
Manning, of the Laundry Workers (31 votes), and Delegate James P. Archibald, of the 
Painters (124 votes), should appear in the list of those voting to sustain the decision of the 
Chair. 

The votes of the two delegates named were included in the total of the “AYE” vote, 
6,881, as printed on page 323 of the proceedings. The error is in the omission of their names 
from the list of those voting “AYE.” 

A verified analysis: of this vote shows the following results: 


VOR of the decision of Chairman O'Connell ooeneae ... |, 101,000 09,00 010000 € 6,880 
IN EAST the decision of Chairman O’Connell evreveveevenven ....... 0.1, 011 6006 00, 060000100000 6,742 
NOT V Pu re ru rar u DE vr vr Dr De mE eur —— Tor Br Se Ser Ber Ber Ber Bar er ur Kur Ber Br Zr Sur Sur BE Ger Br Br zer BE Zr Br Sc zu Br Eu Eee er ee ee ‚294 





Total vote of the Norfolk Convention... core enesonsnneo onen en nenn 00000... 14,916 
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I therefore recommend that the Secretary be authorized to make a note in the pre- 
eeedings of this Convention in regard to the omission of these names, in order that there may 
be a record of the correction. 


In addition I might add that it was not until within the last few weeks that the 
emission mentioned above was brought to my attention. President Rowe in his report 
to the American Flint Glass Workers’ Convention called attention to the vote, and it was 
as a result of this t.at it reached me. I immediately made a careful analysis of the vote 
and discovered that while the number of “AYE” votes cast and reported to the Convention was 
correct, the two names mentioned above were omitted. I met Mr. Manning and called his 
attention to the error. It was my intention to formally write to both delegates relative 
to the omission, but in the meantime received communications from them in regard to same 
as follows: 

“Ma, Fran MoRRISON, secretary ‘Troy, N. Y., October 18, 1908. 


american Federation of Labor 
423-425 G street, Washington, D. C. 


Dear SiR ann BroTuae : In looking through the proccedings of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held at Norfolk, Va., last year page 323, 1 pote that my name 
bas been omitted from the list published as voting to sustain the decisiou of President Pre 
Tem O'Connell, when this decision was appealed from by Delegate Lewis, of the United Mine 

orkers. 

“As I voted to sustain the decision of Brother O’Connell, I desire, if it is possible, that 
something be done before or during the coming Convention to correct this error. 

"ırusting this matter will receive your early consideration, I am, with kindest regards 
and best wishes, fraternaliy yours, 

“JOHN J. MANNINgG, 


“New Yor City, October 24, 1908. 


“Ma. Frank MORRISON 
Secretary, American Federation of Labor, 
423 G street N. W., Washington. D. C. 


“My Dear Morrison: Brother James Dunn, of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association 
of America, bas just done me the honor of calling upon me, and in the course of conversation 
about things In general I was surprised to learn that some doubt was shed upon the manner 
in which the vote of the Brotherhood of Painters was cast, sustaining the ision of Vice- 
President O’Connell in the matter of the contest between the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union and the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association, at Nortolk Convention of the A. F. of L. 

“I wish to say most positively that 1 was present, and out of my own mouth cast the 
vote which | was entitled to cast as the representative of the Brotherhood of Painters, Dece- 


rators and Paper Hangers of America. 
“Should it be necessary, I am prepared to make affidavit to the above effect. 


“Yours truly, JaMes P. ARCHIBALD.” 


IN CONCLUSION. 


Witb the termination of this year I have served as Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for twelve years. During that time I have had the gratification of watching 
the American Federation of Labor add 1,322,060 members to its grand total. To be an officer 
of an organization during the period of such great success is in itself something to be ever 
remembered with the kecnest of appreciation, and, under its stimulating influence, I desire at 
this particular time to extend to the delegates bere assembled, to the officers and members of 
affiliated unions, and the organizers of the Federation, my sincerest appreciation of their ser- 
vices anu assistance during the past year, and more particularly for their prompt response to 
the requests made to them for information to enable me to carry on the work of the office in a 
satisfactory manner. I desire to thank my colleagues of the Executive Council for their 
earnest and valuable assistance which has enabled me to more readily meet the increasing 
duties devolving upon the Secretary of the Federation. 


Respectfully submitted, FRANK MORRISON 


Beoretery American Federation of Later. 
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TREASURER LENNON’S REPORT. 


To the Offcers and Delegates of the Twenty-cighth Annual Oonvention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

GREETING: For a period of eighteen years I have been each year reporting to the 
Conventions of the A. F. of L. as its Treasurer. During that considerable period of time 
the trade union movement has encountered many obstacles, and in a large measure over- 
come them. The calamity howlers have always been in our midst, pointing out the near 
dissolution of the trade union movement. But in spite of all opposition, both from within 
and from without, and despite all discouragements offered, the trade union movement has 
steadliy made progress. Improved conditions have been secured. Wages have been advanced. 
The intelligence of the workers has made wonderful progress, and the solidarity of our 
movement is greater now than at any time in the past history of organized labor on this 
continent. With this knowledge before us, there should be no gloom or discouragement as to 
the future. Obstacles will be met, but the trade union will meet them successfully. The 
pessimists, I suppose, will always remain with us; but their lamentations will not be suffi- 
ciently potent to retard the progress of organized labor. To the officers of the Federation, 
the officers of the national and international unlons, and to the thousands of members of 
the local unions whem I have met during the past year, I want to extend to them, one and 
all, my regards, my appreciation of their kindness and consideration, and extend to them, one 
and all, my very best wisbes for their individual well-being in the years which are to come. 
I herewith submit a statement of the income and expenses of the Federation for the year 
ending October 1, 1908: 





INCOME. EXPENSES. N} 
—— of Secretary Morrison: Paid Wa ts: 
October 31...... ............. $19,168 53 1907. 
November 30................. 9,400 33 | October 31....... ............ $16, 554 04 
December 31......... ........ 82, 757 13 | November 80............:% .... 18,666 75 
1908. December 31L................ . 17,019 89 
January 31....... cece eee eece 13.842 93 1908. 
February 28....... ........... 25,934 61 | January 31..... ............. 18,802 19 
March 21 ccc cee weer nennen ne 14,084 90 February 20............. ..... 17,913 82 
April 30........ ...... Sees 18,319 17 arch 31..... cece ccc ececee 15,208 90 
May 31............. ......... 12,206 63 | April 30......... cece cece cece 21,843 
June 30...................... 14,537 45 ay 31........ wc c eee ccecene 15.182 19 
July 31 eoeereetrtees#s “a. , 00 098 00806 * 9,901 66 June 30 a re 0.20 08 oo ..... eoese0268 9 17,841 47 
August 31.5 rennen. ....... 14.452 87 J uly ii sence reece nes enceses 13.981 BS 
tember 30..... eee eee e cone , ugust BL... ccc cee ec crew eens ‚ 
Sep e ~ $207,655 23 September 30....... . 0.0.0 .... 13,716 66 
Total income............. — 
Balance October 1, 1907....... 125,910 02 Total expenses............ $196,937 36 
Total funds eeseovuvuVeseseeev eee @ $333,565 25 
Total funds ..........0. ec cece ccc reece nu nee ec eee wececcccccs ............ . $333,565 25 
Deduct total expenses. ...... ccc reece crcccvcces Cece cere e cece es aac nn nenn. 196,937 36 
Leaves in hands of Treasurer...........ecccceece cc cece reece eres eseee ...... $136,627 89 
n account State National Bank...........-.csceee cece ccc cccns .......... $20,890 65 
rtificates of Deposit McLean County Bank.............. ee ...... ..... 30,000 00 
Str Ce “ “ Corn Belt Bank........ ce ccccce ccc eer ec esr ccccces 10,000 00 
we “s “ “ German-American Bank .....cccccccsccecsccceves 19.000 20 
Three “ “ * Peoples’ Bank ........- ..... ... ............ 
Five “ “ “ Third National Bank......... ccc emcee ce acc neces 25,000 00 
Four “ “ “ State National Bank............... cece e eee e cease - _ 25,000 00 
In hands of Treasurer........ oe nennen ne . $136. 627 89 
In bands of Secretary............- cece erence cscene ................. 2,000 00 
Total funds so... .......  .00€ eo. ... ...-.—.....„.„..„un.„.e ..... - $188,627 89 


Tetal funds handled during my incumbency as Treasurer, $1,782,943.19. 
R ectfall submitted 
eepeeIOHN B NNON, 


Bloomington, Ill., October 1, 1908. ; Li nreaewrer. 
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President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of the following committees: 


COMMITTEE ON RULES AND 
ORDER OF BUSINESS: Alvin  C. 
Howes, A. B. Loebenberg, J. W. 
Morton. Henry H. Boettger, Charles 
Witt, E. J. Brais, Harry McCormack, 
George Powell, James H. Hatch, Geo 
K. Smith, J. J. Mockler, Frank Korale . 
James McKinzie, Frank Detlef, J. J. 
Williams. 


COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT'S RE- 
PORT: P. J. McArdle, James A. Cable, 
W. B. Wilson, Andrew Furuseth, C. L. 
Baine, Owen Miller, P. O'Reilly, Thomas 


F. Tracy, Frank Keough, H. A. Stem- 
burgh, G. L. Berry, John Alpine, James 
3. unn, Charles T. Smith, Patrick 
ync 


COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY’S RE- 
PORT: John Weber, Hugh Frayne, Wm. 

. Sullivan, John A. Murray, George T. 

unn, Patrick T. Barry, Thomas 
W. M. Piggott, W. A. Chrisman, E. T 
Behrens us A. Gass, G. L. Frasier, 
James ittaker, W. E. Fuller, James 
J. Davis. 


COMMITTEE ON TREASURER'S RE- 
PORT: Magnus, Sinclair, Harry 8. 
Sharpe, Will R. Walter, Robert J. Rid- 
dell, A. P. Tighe, George Kuykendall, 
D. F. Manning, Carrie Parmer, E. F. 
Hart, J. J. Dardis. Charles J. Eisen- 
ring, 8. E. Heberling, William Shirk, 
John Sheret, A. J. Gallagher. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS: 
James Duncan, John A. Moffitt, D. D. 
Mulcahy, John P. Frey, W. F. Cos- 
tello, George W. Savage, T. V. O’Connor, 
J. C. Shanessy, Jacob Tazelaar, Eugene 
Sarber, John 8. Whalen, William fe, 
Thomas 8. Farrell, Herman Robinson, 
O. P. Smith. 


COMMITTEE ON LAWS: John B. 
Lennon, John H. Walker, Robert A. Mc- 
Kee Thomas A. Rickert, C. L. Shamp. 
David J. Davis, John Murtaugh, J. C. 
Skemp, John C. Johnston, M. O’Sullivan, 
Lee M. Hart, J. B. Dale, Harry P. Hoag, 
John Mangan, Thomas Van Lear. 


COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION: 
Max Morris, W. D. Mahon, . Ww. 
Churchill, Arthur Huddell, Homer D. 
Call, Wm. H. Frazier, Frank T. Hawley, 
w. D. Ryan, A. B. Grout, John J. Pfeif- 
fer, Roady Kenehan. Frank McCarthy, 
Geo. Bechtold, C. O. Young, P. H. Malloy. 


MMITTEE ON LABELS: Jere L. 
gullıvan Geo. R. French, Frank Noschang, 
Martin Lawlor, Max 8. ‘Hayes, Emmet T. 
Walls, Hugh, Conwa . E; Lewis Evans, 

Landers, John Sullivan, . . 
— John J. Manning, Chris Kerker, 
Thomas McManus, George Morgan. 


ADJUSTMENT: 


N 
COMMITTEE O0 L’ Lewis, B.A. 


James O’Connell, T. 


Larger, James Wilson, H. B. Perham, 
n, D. A. Carey, Alex. Fair- 
—— — P. Maher, John Golden, 


eve, James P. 
& . E. Klapetsky, Arnold B. MacStay, 
my, Sullivan, Hugh Robinson, John 7 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION: Jos. 
Valentine, Robert 8. Maloney, Chas. W. 
Fear, John A. Voll, Geo. D. Woodill, Emil 
Arnold, Anna McKee, Edward B. Goltra, 
Geo. McMartin, Agnes Nestor, Wm. J. 
Tracy, J. T. Johnston, Frederick Shane, 
Ernest Bohm, P. J. Richardson. 


COMMITTEE ON STATE ORGANIZA- 
TION: Robert Glockling, James F. Kane, 
Timothy Healy, Santiago Iglesias, T. W. 
McCullough, Richard Braunschweig, M. J. 
O’Brien, P. C. Winn, J. H. Richards, Wm. 
J. McBSorley, Joseph F. Winkler, Chas. A. 
Cullen, Thomas J. Duffy, P. F. McCar- 
thy, Alex. Doull. 


COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND FED- 
ERATED BODIES: John Mitchell, Vic- 
tor, A. Olander, Wm. Tobin, John H. 
Brinkman, Percy Thomas, Arthur Muh- 
leman John Morrissey, A. F. Stark. John 
P. White, R. Curran, J. E. Quinn, 
R. E. Rollins. P. Maloney, H. P. Robin- 
son, Eugene Merz. 


COMMITTEE ON BUILDING 
TRADES: Wm. D. Huber, c. D. 
Wheeler, James Cruickshank J. J. Sullt- 
van, Thos. E. Keough, Thomas Clark, 
Walter V. Price, Frank Feeney, John H. 
Barry. J. C. Balhorn, Chas. H. Leps, 
Mathew Comerford, Frank 8. Byrne, 
D. D'Alessandro. 


COMMITTEE ON BOYCOTTS: Daniel 
J. Keefe, 8. Botterill, A. C. Sanders, 
A. J. Kugler, Martin Goellnitz, Thomas 
Ritchey, dward Stark, Samuel Ross, 
A. McAndrew, Jerome Jones, Cornelius 
Ford, T. V. Copeland, J. L. Allen, C. W. 
Woodman, Patrick J. Duffy. 


President Gompers announced that the 
names of the special committee provided 
for during the morning session and the 
names of two special committees to be 
recommended in the report of the Execu- 
tive Council would be announced later. 
He also announced that later another 
member of the Committee on Building 
Trades would be announced, the appoint- 
ment to be made from the organization 
of the Electrical Workers. 

Vice-President Morris announced that 
a special train would be provided on 
Wednesday, November 11, to take the 
delegates and visitors to Colorado Springs, 
and that the International Typographical 
Union would then take charge of the 
party and provide entertainment for them 
at the Union Printers’ Home, located 
there. He then moved that when the 
Convention adjourned on Tuesday even- 
ing it be to reconvene on Thursday 
morning. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lynch, International Typo- 
graphical Union—The citizens of Colo- 
rado Springs have provided carriages and 
automobiles for the trip around the citv. 
We will take charge of the party at the 
gates of the Union Printers’ Home. At 
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our last Convention, held in Boston in 
August, an appropriation was made to 
entertain this Convention at the Home. 
We will take care of you while there and 
present each visitor with a souvenir of 
the Union Printers’ Home. I am quite 
confident if you go there, within two or 
three years there will be a large number 


of such homes scattered over this land 
as monuments to the benefits of trade 
unionism. 

The motion offered by Vice-President 
Morris was carried. 


The Convention was adjourned at 6:40 
to 9 a. m. Tuesday, November 10. 


SECOND DAY—Tuesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Tuesday, November 10th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Huber, Sexton, 
Sanders, Richardson, Thomas, Winn, 
Costello, Williams, McSorley, Hart (E. 
F.), Price, Potter, O’Sulllvan, Wilson 
(Jas.), Gallagher, Paravicini, Clark 
Ww. W.), Byrnes, Hawley, Powell, 


‚alter (W. R.), Smith (W. J.), Davis (A.), 
Weich, Garrett, Maloney (P.), Hood, 
Strait, Moore, Peterson, Chavey, Witt, 
Peetz, Piggott, Chrisman, Hart (C. E.), 
Leonard (E. W.), Nutt, Riddell. 

President Gompers—The Executive 
Council Is now ready to submit its re- 
port. You will find it a document deal- 
ing with a number of incidents and af- 
fairs of the labor movement of great 
importance. It must of necessity Inter- 
est every one present. The Chair asks 
at the hands of the Convention the same 
attention the delegates gave yesterday 
when the reports of the President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer were read. I have 
the pleasure of presenting to you Vice- 
President Duncan, who will read the re- 


port. 
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 


Denver, Colorado, Nov. 10, 1906. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—In conformity with the Con- 
stitution and practice, we herewith sub- 
mit to you a report upon some of the 
most important matters which the Ex- 
ecutive Council has considered during the 
year, and which may require still fur- 
ther consideration at your hands. 


During the year the Executive Council 
has held seven meetings at different 
times and places, as follows: 


Norfolk, Va., immediately after the ad- 
journment of the Norfolk Convention. 

At Headquarters in January. 

At Headquarters in March. 

At Chicago in June. 

At Denver in July. 


At Headquarters in September, and one 
en route to and at Denver yesterday. 

A sub-committee of the Executive 
Council consisting of President Gompers 
and Vice-Presidents Duncan and O’Con- 
nell was appointed to hold meetings in 
New York for the purpose of consider- 
ing and adjusting many matters of possi- 
ble interest to the movement in New 
York City and vicinity. Many good re- 
sults from that meeting were achieved. 

As has been the custom in the past, we 
shall continue to hold additional meet- 
ings during the time of this Convention, 
but on account of the important work of 
the Convention, we would suggest that 
only matters of the utmost importance 
and of a pressing nature should be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council, which 
may require our immediate attention. 
All other matters will be taken up at our 
meeting which will be held immealately 
after the adjournment of this Convention. 


During the year President Gompers has 
submitted to the Executive Council, 
either by letter or telegram, 90 subjects 
dealing with various matters, some the 
most important of which we make part 
of this report. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS AFFILIA- 
TION. 


The reports of our President and Secre- 
tary give the status of the Federation. 
We have continued our efforts to bring 
the unaffiliated national and interna- 
tional unions into affillation, members of 
tne Executive Council attending some of 
the Conventions, and letters to others 
having been written. 

The laws of the Federation recognise 
the priority of claims of afflliated or- 
ganizations over those of unaffillated, yet 
we can not too strongly urge the inad- 
visabuity, or the unwisdom of any or- 
ganization Interposing an unnecessary ob- 
jection to the affillation of bona fide in- 
ternational unions, heretofore unaffili- 
ated. 
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BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT. 


In pursuance to the authority of the 
Norfolk Convention, which endorsed the 
organizing of the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor, a Convention was held in Wash- 
ington in February, which was attended 
by the representatives from Building 
Trades Unions and an organization per- 
fected. 

Vice-President Duncan, as the repre- 
sentative of the American Federation of 
Labor, was in attendance upon and par- 
ticipated in the proceedings of the Con- 
vention, and aided much in the work 
there performed. 

The Convention adopted as part of the 
Constitution the authority to issue chart- 
ers to State Building Trades Councils, 
this against the advice of both Vice- 
Presidents Duncan and President Gomp- 
ers, the latter having addressed the Con- 
vention at its opening and later upon 
this subject. We refer to this matter be- 
cause it is at variance with the report 
of the Building Trades Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, which 
was unanimously adopted at Norfolk. 
However, the Building Trades Depart- 
ment Convention incorporated a provision 
for the issuance of charters to State 
Building Trades Councils. 

When the application for a charter for 
the Building Trades Department was 
under consideration, we directed that 
charter be issued in conformity with the 
action of the Norfolk Convention, and 
decided to refer to this Convention the 
subject matter of the Building Trades 
Department issuing charters to State 
Building Trades Councils. The charter 
was issued March 2th, with the accom- 
panying letter of transmission: 


Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


“Washington, D. C., March 26, 1908. 
Mr. Willlam J, Spencer, Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Building Trades Department, 
American Federation of Labor, P. O. 
Box 7, Dayton, Ohio. 


Dear Sir and Brother: The application 
submitted by you and others on behalf 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor, for 
a certificate of affillation, came duly to 
hand, and in compliance with the re- 
quest, and in conformity with the action 
of the Norfolk Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, we take pleas- 
ure In issuing the same. 


The action of the Norfolk Convention 
upon this subject was upon report and 
recommendation of a committee constl- 
tuted entirely of representatives of build- 
ing trades unions. The committee re- 
ported, having given the subject its 
earnest consideration, and expressed its 
belief to be that the form of building 
trades sections or alliances, whether lo- 
cal or national, should be under one head 
and in full affiliation to the Aınerican 
Federation of Labor. The committee 
recommended, and the Convention unani- 
mously adopted the recommendation, 
which was as follows: 

“That a department of building trades 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
created; said department to be chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor, to 
be composed of bona fide national and 
international building trades organiza- 
tions, duly chartered as such by the 
American Federation of Labor, and to 
be given autonomy over the building 
trades; with authority to issue charters 
to local building trades sections; said 
sections and central body to be afiiliated 
to the American Federation of Labor, to 
be composed of bona fide local unions 
and recognized as such in the building 
trades. 

“We further recommend that all local 
unions of the Building Trades Section 
shall be affiliated with central bodies of 
the American Federation of Labor.” 

Permit me to extend to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor a hearty welcome in 
the ranks of our great trade union 
movement under the banner of the 
American Federation of Labor, and to 
take this opportunity of sincerely ex- 
pressing the hope that the Department 
may be entirely successful and fulfill 
the highest hopes and aspirations its 
most devoted adherents anticipate. For 
my colleagues and myself I can but give 
the assurance that we shall exert our 
every effort to aid wherever possible in 
the fulfillment of that purpose. 

You will not fail to bear in mind, nor 
perhaps is it necessary that I should do 
more than refer to the fact that the 
Building Trades Department is the de- 
velopment of the federated idea of the 
trade union movement in the several de- 
partments of industry, applied now to 
the Building Trades. Efforts in this di- 
rection were made by the Metal Trades, 
but owing to circumstances unnecessary 
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to enumerate, it failed of its purpose. 
Since the formation of the Building 
Trades Department, the Metal Trades 
Department has been revived, and, in all 
likelihood, will be as closely allied and 
affillated to the American Federation of 
Labor as is now the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

My only purpose in making reference 
to the matter here is to impress upon 
all whom it may concern that much of 
the future orderly development and 
growth of the trade union movement 
upon the lines of the Building Trades 
Department and the Metal Trades De- 
partment and such other departments of 
indystry composed of national and in- 
ternational trade unions will depend 
upon not only the ability of the men 
entrusted with the administration of 
these departments, international and lo- 
cal, but particularly upon their devotion 
to the underlying principles of the trade 
union movement and the Federation of 
Labor of our continent; for upon the 
demonstration that departments of var- 
lous industries can be successfully con- 
ducted in full co-operation with each 
other in federation, which recognises 
the identity of the interests of labor; the 
interdependence of workmen upon work- 
men, and that in the last analysis we 
have one purpose and one goal, we shall 
then disappoint enemles of our movement 
and bring hope, encouragement and suc- 
cess to our fellow workers, our fellow 
unfonists. 

In addition, let me say that it will 
prove conclusively that the carping 
critics of our movement who charge, or 
insinuate, that the trade union move- 
ment does not progress, advance or de- 
velop, is baseless and a mischievous un- 
truth. It may not be uninteresting to re- 
call the fact that in the report which I 
had the honor to make to the St. Louis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, held in 1888, I took occasion to 
express the following: 

‘The thought has frequently occurred 
to me whether in the near future the 
basis of our Federation should not be 
modeled upon a somewhat different 
basis from the present one, by having 
the varioug industries classified by the 
division of these industries; such as, for 
instance, the iron, steel, or metal indus 
try to have a convention of the repre 
sentatives of all the trade unione in that 
industry; the building trades to have 


their convention of the representatives 
of the unions hy» their trade, the rail- 
road employes theirs, and so on, each 
legisiating upon the questions that affect 
the general interests of their particular 
trades and interests; these industrial 
divisions to be in turn represented by 
their proportionate number of delegates 
in the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and a representative 
of each industry elected a member of 
the Executive Council. 

“The conventions of the industrial divi- 
sions might be held simultaneously in 
different hails, of course, but in the city 
in which the Federation would hold its 
Convention immedlately after their ad- 
journment. The idea may not be prac- 
tical for immediate adoption, but dis- 
cussion of it can only lead to good re 
sults. One thing is certain—the auton- 
omy of each trade and industrial divi- 
sion would thus be more firmly secured.” 

It will, therefore be observed, that the 
thought of just such industrial divisions 
or industrial departments as the Build- 
ing Trades or Metal Trades, or others 
within the Federation, is not a new 
idea brought about by what any antag- 
onist to our movement might charge or 
insinuate; and yet perhaps the thought 
expressed in that recommendation, the 
recommendation made twenty years ago, 
the action of the American Federation 
of Labor at Norfolk, the conferences 
held since, are all of them a series of 
steps in the great development of the 
American trade union movement; and 
that even to-day we are some distance 
from the full realisation of what we 
hope to accomplish. 

It is clearly understood that in issuing 
a charter to the Building Trades De- 
partment, it is in compliance with the 
direction and upon the conditions as set 
forth by the Norfolk Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. When 
this entire subject-matter was under 
discussion at Norfolk, a number of ques- 
tions were asked and authoritative 
answers given, and upon which action 
of the Convention was based. 

I shall cause to be forwarded to you 
an authentic transcript of the steno- 
grapher’s notes of the statements, ques- 
tions and answers, which I trust will 
form a part of the archives of your de- 
partment. 

Again expressing the hope for the suc- 
cess of the Building Trades Department 
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of the American Federation of Labor, I 
am, 
Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of 
Labor. 


Headquarters for the Building Trades 
Department have been established at 
Washington, D. C., though not in the 
same building with the offices of the 
American Federation of Labor, there be- 
ing no adequate office room in the same 
building. 

In connection with this, would say that 
arrangements have been made with the 
officers of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment and President Gompers, by which 
a section of the American Federationist 
has been devoted to the publication of 
Bullding Trade Department affairs. 


METAL TRADES DEPARTMENT. 


For several years efforts have been 
made to establish a general federation 
of the trade unions of the metal trades. 
These have had varied experiences and 
short-lived existence. 

Acting upon the formulated thought of 
the Norfolk Convention in regard to the 
establishment of the Building Trades 
Department, Vice-Presidents O’Connell 
and Valentine, and officers of other 
metal trade internationals, called a con- 
ference for the establishment of the 
Medal Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. The Conven- 
tion was held. We have aided the move- 
ment to the best of our ability. Charter 
application was made and there was is- 
sued a charter to the Metal Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor upon the same terms and condi- 
tions as outlined by the Norfolk Conven- 
tion and a letter of transmission was 
written to the Metal Trades Department 
in the same form as that transmitted 
by President Gompers to the Building 
Trades Department. 

The headquarters of the Metal Trades 
Department are also located in Washing- 
ton, and for reasons already given these 
are not in the same building as the of- 
fices of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 

ORGANIZATION. 


In accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of previous Conventions, we have 
continued the corps of special organizers 
that have been appointed from time to 


time to the fullest limit of our financial 
resources. These organizers have ren- 
dered valuable services. You will note 
from the reports submitted by the Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer, that 
much progress has been made since the 
last Convention. We are of the opinion 
that the necessity for continuing our ef- 
forts in the direction of organising work 
still remains, and while we are pleased 
to report that considerable progress has 
been made in the direction of organizing 
the workers, we recommend that this 
work be continued during the next year 
with renewed energy and vigor. 
LOCAL UNION STRIKES. 

A number of applications have been 
made by locals directly affillated for as- 
sistance in case of strikes and lock-outs 
during the year. Where such applica- 
tions were made and were in conformity 
with the provisions of Article 18 of the 
Constitution, assistance has been promptly 
given to them. In some cases it devel- 
oped that the officers of the local 
unions did not thoroughly understand 
the provisions of Article 18, and it re- 
quired considerable correspondence to 
have them thoroughly understand this 
provision in the Constitution. The Exe- 
cutive Council is now, as it has always 
been, desirqus of dealing as generously 
as possible under the law with the di- 
rectly affiliated local unions. 

During the year, benefits from the De- 
fense Fund to the directly affiliated 
local unions were paid to the amount of 
$12,124.00. This amount paid out is 
wholly apart from payments by assess- 
ments or by other funds raised by vol- 
untary contributions to aid workmen en- 
gaged in trade disputes. 


BREWERY WORKERS-ENGINEERS-— 
FIREMEN—TEAMSTERS. 


In pursuance to the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention, the charter of the 
Brewery Workers was restored on Feb- 
ruary 24th. Immediately after the close 
of the Norfolk Convention the Executive 
Council met and decided that a confer- 
ence should be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the various organizations in 
interest for the purpose of coming to an 
agreement in accordance with the Min- 
neapolis decision. President Gompers 
was designated to meet the representa- 
tives of the organizations in this confer- 
ence. He reported that the conference 
failed to reach an understanding, and it 


SS — 
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was decided that the representatives of 
all the organizations should hold a con- 
ference, and if they falled to agree that 
each representative or representatives 
submit a statement or proposition to 
which they would be willing to agree. 
The following is the statement sub- 
mitted: 


Washington, D. C., January 21, 1908. 


To the Executive Council, American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


Greeting: We, the undersigned repre- 
sentatives of the Teamsters. Engineers, 
Firemen’s International Unions met with 
the representatives of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers, as 
called for by the decision of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, and could come to no agree- 
ment. 

We stand ready to carry into effect the 
decision of the Minneapolis Convention 
and so informed the Brewery Workers, 
but thelr representatives stated posi- 
tively that no agreement could be reached 
on the basis of that decision. Therefore, 
we protest against the Brewery Workers’ 
charter being restored to them until such 
time as they comply with the Minne- 
apolis decision. 


(Signed) THOMAS L. HUGHES, 
Representative, Teamsters’ International 
Brotherhood. - 


MATT COMERFORD, 
Representative, Engineers’ Union. 


C. L. SHAMP, 
Representative, Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen. 


The following is the proposition sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America: 


We, the undersigned representatives of 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, present the follow- 
ing as a basis of settlement of the juris- 
diction dispute now existing between our 
organization and the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and the Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen. 

First. That on and after date all 
hostilities shall cease. 

Second. All brewery engineers and fire- 
men now members of the International 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of America to remain such, and in all 
localities where the International Union 


of the United Brewery Workmen of 
America have contracts with the brewery 
proprietors, covering engineers and fire- 
men employed in said breweries, their 
jurisdiction shall not be disputed or in- 
terfered with. 

Third. In all localities in which the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen 
have contracts covering brewery engi- 
neers and brewery firemen, this jurisdic- 
tion shall not be disputed or interfered 
with. 

Fourth. In localities where the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America have contracts for 
all departments of the breweries, with 
exception of engineers and firemen, and 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers and the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen hold contracts for the brewery 
engineers and firemen, a local joint con- 
ference board shall be formed, Bald local 
joint conference board to be constituted 
as follows: 

Two representatives of the local union 
or unfons under jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Union United Brewery Work- 
men of America, and one representative 
each from the local unions of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers and 
the International Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionary Firemen. 

Each local union or unions desiring 
the assistance of the parties to this - 
agreement, shall present their demands 
or grievances to the local joint confer- 
ence boards for approval. 

Ail questions under consideration by the 
local joint conference boards shall be 
decided by a majority vote, and in case 
of disagreement the entire matter shall 
be referred to the different international 
unions, parties to this agreement, for ad- 
justment. Local unions In entering into 
agreements with employers shall arrange 
that these agreements terminate at the 
same time. 

In the event of a failure to secure 
an agreement or to adjust grievances 
between the local unions with employers, 
it shall be within the power of the local 
joint conference boards to declare strikes, 
providing the same have been approved 
by the international unions, parties to 
this agreement. 

Strikes may be declared off by the 
local joint conference boards by and with 
the consent of the international unions, 
parties to this agreement. 
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Existing agreements between parties 
hereto and employers shall not be dis- 
turbed, and no further agreements shall 
be made by the parties hereto in conflict 
with the provisions of this agreement. 

The International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America agree to 
accept any and all members of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers or 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen who 
have a clear transfer card from the sec- 
retaries of the respective local unions, 
without any initiation fee to the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, and ask that the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen transfer engineers 
and firemen holding transfer cards from 
the International Brewery Workmen of 
America to their respective organizations 
without the payment of any further 
initiation fee, and that all, immediately 
upon transfer, be entitled to all the 
rights, benefits, privileges and protection 
as all other members of the said organi- 
zations of brewery workers, engineers 
and firemen unions at present time en- 
joy, provided, however, that the regular 
dues or assessments shall be pald by 
all members of sald local unions to their 
respective organizations up to the time 
of transfer. 


(Signed) JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
International Secretary. 


LOUIS KEMPER, 
. A. J. KUGLER, 
Representing International Union United 
Brewery Workmen of America. 


At this meeting it was decided that 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Valentine be appointed a sub-committee 
to hold conferences with the Brewery 
Workers for the purpose of securing an 
agreement with them to abide by the 
Minneapolis decision. Later on Vice- 
President Valentine reported that he had 
nad a conference with the Brewery 
Workers, but that they would not agree 
.o the proposition binding their organi- 
zation to the decision rendered by the 
Minneapolis Convention. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the 
Executive Council meeting, which was 
held in January, communications were 
sent to the representatives of the United 
Brewery Workmen, the Engineers, Fire- 
men and Teamsters, requesting that they 
hold another conference for the purpose 


of coming to some adjustment of this 
difficulty. In pursuance with this re- 


“ quest, a conference was held between 


the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations, but without any beneficial 
result. The attached are copies of com- 
munications received from these organi- 
zations giving result of that conference. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF UNITED 
BREWERY WORKMEN. 


Washington, D. C., February 16, 1908. 


To the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, Mr. Samuel 
Gompers, President. 


Gentlemen: We, the undersigned rep- 
resentatives of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, beg leave to re- 
port the following to your ‘onorable 
body. 

We have, In accordance with your re- 
quest, met the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers, 
the Brotherhood of Firemen and the 
Teamsters’ International Union, and 
have submitted to them, as also to your 
body, a proposition which we believe to 
be in full accord with the fundamental 
principles of and in conformity with the 
laws and ethics governing organized 
labor. We further believe our proposi- 
tion to be fair, honorable and acceptable, 
and one which would eventually lead to 
a final and satisfactory solution of the 
questions in controversy. We are sorry 
to state that our proposition did not 
meet with approval on the part of the 
three organizations named above, they 
insisting that our organization be di- 
vided and apportioned to the different 
organizations laying claim _ thereto, 
thereby disrupting same and entirely de- 
stroying its usefulness. We are to-day 
ready to carry Into effect all the stipula- 
tions contained in the proposition sub- 
mitted to you on or about January 22, 
1908, and hope and trust that same will 
meet with your approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) LOUIS KEMPER, 


JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
A. J. KUGLER. 


Washington, D. C., February, 1908. 


Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor. 
We, the undersigned, representatives of 
the Engineers, Firemen and Teamsters 
organizations do hereby submit the fol- 


74 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


lowing statement, that we cannot come 
to any agreement with the United Brew- 


ery Workers, owing to the fact that the 


United Brewery Workers continue to 
take into their organization members of 
the Teamsters, Firemen and Engineers, 
and refuse to change their position. 

We therefore beg to inform you that 
we cannot change the position taken at 
last conference held January 2, 1908, 
which was that we are willing to abide 
by the Minneapolis decision. 


Respectfully yours, 


(Signed) DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
Teamsters. 


MATT COMERFORD, 
Engineers. 


TIMOTHY HEALY, 
Stationary Firemen. 


No agreement having been reached, 
the whole matter received the considera- 
tion of the Executive Council at the 
meeting held at headquarters in January. 
Much testimony was taken on matters 
pertaining to difficulties in various lo- 
calities and the propositions submitted 
by the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations were considered. The Exe- 
cutive Council, after giving the matter 


its careful consideration, adopted the 
following: 
That the charter of the Brewery 


Workers be restored by the President at 
the expiration of ninety days from the 
close of the Norfolk Convention, and that 
in the meantime the Executive Council 
use every influence in its power to bring 
about a settlement of the dispute be- 
tween the organisations in accordance 
with the following decision of the Min- 
neapolis Convention covering the mat- 
ters in dispute: 


Section 1. All Brewery employes now 
members of the United Brewery Work- 
men’s Union may remain such, provided 
that such members of said United 
Brewery Workmen's Union as are now 
employed as engineers, firemen and 
teamsters may withdraw from that or- 
ganization and join their respective 
unions, representing these crafts, with- 
out prejudice or discrimination on the 
part of their former associates. 

Sec. 2 Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 


tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where such organisations 
exist. 

Sec. 3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respec- 
tive crafts employed in each brewery 
are members. 

Sec. 4 Whenever a majority of men 
employed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of the 
respective unions of these crafts, the or- 
ganization or organizations representing 
such majority shall appoint a committee 
to act co-jointly with the United Brew- 
ery Workmen's Union in any negotia- 
tions which may arise with the employ- 
ers, provided that the United Brewery 
Workmen shall have equal representa- 
tion with all the other organizations in 
joint conference. 

RESOLVED, That unless an agree- 
ment be reached by the International 
Unions of Brewery Workers, Engineers, 
Firemen and Teamsters covering the 
question of jurisdiction, the decision of 
the Norfolk Convention re-affirming the 
declarations and decision of the former 
conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council holds 
that the decision of the Minneapolis Con- 
vention will prevail and will be enforced, 
and upon the failure to comply there- 
with, the Executive Council will, as di- 
rected by the Norfolk Convention, pre- 
scribe such disciplinary punishment as 
may be necessary. 

When the charter was forwarded to 
the officers of the United Brewery Work- 
men, the following communication was 
transmitted therewith: 


Washington, D. C., Feb. 24, 1908. 
To the Officers and Members of Interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, Rooms 109-110 Odd Fellows’ Tem- 
ple, Cincinnati, Ohio: 

Dear Sirs and Brothers—In accordance 
with the direction of the Minneapolis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council revoked 
the charter held by your organization, 
by reason of the violation by your or- 
ganization of the decision rendered at 
Minneapolis. 

Tne Norfolk Convention of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 
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“RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Union of Brewery Workers 
be, and the same is, hereby ordered to be 
restored. 

“RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no way 
alters or modifies the declarations and 
decisions of the American Federation of 
Labor in regard to the jurisdiction claims 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, the Brotherhood of Stationarv 
Firemen, the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and the International Union 
of Brewery Workmen, but, on the con- 
trary, are hereby re-affirmed. 


“RESOLVED, That within ninety days 
after the close of this Convention a con- 
ference shall be held at the headquar- 
ters of the American Federation of La- 
bor, the conference to consist of three 
representatives of the International 
Brewery Workers, one from the Inter- 
national Engineers, one from the Brother- 
hood of Firemen, one from the Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and one member of 
the Executive Council, the conference to 
endeavor to effect an agreement regard- 
ing jurisdiction, harmony and co-opera- 
tion of action of the organizations in in- 
terest, and for the protection and pro- 
motion of the interests of the workers 
employed in and by breweries. 

“RESOLVED, That in the event of an 
agreement, or a tentative agreement, be- 
ing reached, the officers of the organiza- 
tions named shall submit the same to 
their respective International Unions for 
ratification under the supervision of the 
representative of the Executive Council, 
who shall in that circular urge its rati- 
fication and give his reasons therefor. 


“RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fall to reach an agreement, the Ex- 
ecutive Council is hereby authorised and 
directed to impose such disciplinary 
punishment upon the organization re- 
sponsible for such failure as the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council may di- 
rect.”’ . 

In accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, several conferences were 
held by the representatives of the or- 
ganizations therein named, and the mat- 
ter was considered further by the Execu- 
tive Council. No agreement was reached 
between the representatives of your or- 
ganisation, the International Union of 
Steam Engineers, the Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, and I am not 
now authorized officially to say at whose 


cn 


door the fault of failure to reach agree- 
ment can be laid. 

However, I am directed by the Execu- 
tive Council, upon order of the Conven- 
tion, to restore to your organization the 
charter which was revoked, and the same 
is hereby restored to you, and which is 
transmitted this day by express. 

In restoring this charter to the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, it in no wise niodifies or changes 
the decision of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as to 
claims of jurisdiction. The duty imposed 
upon the Executive Council of disci- 
plinary punishment to any organization 
violating the decision of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor is 
not changed or modified by the restora- 
tion of this charter to your organization. 

In welcoming you back among the fam- 
fly of trade unions, it is the hope of the 
Executive Council and myself that al! 
parties in interest will see the necessity 
of coming to some form of agreement or 
understanding, so that the best interests 
of all may be secured. 

" With best wishes, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of 
Labor. 

It is to be regretted that no amicable 
adjustment of this unfortunate difficulty, 
which has caused so much confusion in 
the labor movement of our country, has 
been reached—an amicable settlement 
that would be for the best interests of all 
concerned. However, we sincerely hope 
and trust that at this Convention the 
various conflicting interests will agree 
upon some plan that will restore har- 
mony in the brewing industry, which will 
be beneficial to all concerned. It is be- 
yond question that this controversy has 
to a great degree not only retarded the 
growth of the organizations in interest, 
but has to some extent at least had the 
same effect upon the general labor move- 
ment, and it is our sincere desire that 
this matter should finally be adjusted by 
the organizations in interest at this Con- 
vention. 


GLASS BOTTLE BLOWERS—FLINTS. 


Two years ago, acting upon the decision 
reached by the American Federation of 
Labor, the Executive Council issued a 
circular to all state federations and cen- 
tral bodies directing that they refuse rec- 
ognition and deny representation to local 
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unions which belong to international 
unions which had either seceded from 
the American Federation of Labor or 
which refused to comply with its deci- 
sions. This was issued and intended not 
only to apply in a general way, but par- 
ticularly to the International Association 
ol Steam Fitters which at that time re- 
fused to comply with the decision of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

It has been the desire of the Executive 
Councll to carry out the laws and the 
policy of the American Federation of 
Labor as expressed in these matters. In 
the early part of this year we issued a 
circular of a similar character to affill- 
ated state and central bodies, this also 
of a general character. Later, that is, 
September 28, another circular was issued 
at our direction of a similar but specific 
nature, to which we shall refer here- 
after. 

For the past few years the American 
Flint Glass Workers’ Union has applied 
for charter. It was clearly proven to 
our satisfaction that that organization 
had not only extended Its jurisdiction, 
but had violated the ethics as well as 
the unwritten law of the trade union 
movement by flagrantly invading the jur- 
isdiction of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association. 

At the Minneapolis convention, the ap- 
plication being under consideration, the 
representatives of the American Flint 
Glass Workers and the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association were heard. The 
matter occupied the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Council for many hours, day and 
evening, and a decision was reached as 
follows: 

“Upon the application of the American 
Flint Glass Workers for a charter it was 
decided that charter be issued upon the 
condition that they refrain from making 
bottles and fruit jars which constitute 
the class of work performed by the Glass 
Bottle Blowers’ Association of the United 
States and Canada, now affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor.” 


When this decision was communicated 
to the officers of the Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, in attendance at the Minneapolis 
convention, we received a letter signed 
by their representatives stating that they, 
for the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, agreed to the decision. The Ex- 
ecutive Council, recognizing the critical 
situation existing in the trade, decided 
that before the charter should be issued 
to the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, a conference of the representa- 


tives of that union and the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association should be held for 
the purpose of carrying the decision into 
effect. President Gompers experienced 
the greatest difficulty in bringing about 
the conference. When the conference 
was held at the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor, President 
Rowe and his colleagues representing the 
American Flint Glass Workers’ Union de- 
clared emphatically that they would not 
carry out and had no intention of carry- 
ing out the decision rendered by the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and to which he and 
his colleagues on behalf of his organiza- 
tion agreed and accepted. This we re- 
ported to the Norfolk convention, which 
received thorough consideration at the 
hands of the Committee on Adjustment, 
that committee reporting adversely to 
the preambles and resolutions introduced 
by a Flint Glass Worker which would 
in effect reverse the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council and direct that a char- 
ter be issued to the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union. The committee also rec- 
ommended the adoption of a resolution 
sustaining the decision of the Executive 
Council. 

After a thorough and exhaustive dis- 
cussion of this subject-matter, In which 
President Rowe of the American Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union and others were 
accorded the fullest opportunity for the 
iresentation of their side of the matter 
in controversy, the convention by a vote 
of 1% to 31 sustained the committee’s re- 
port and the decision reached by the 
Sxecutive Council. ° 

Later in this year it developed that 
the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, through its officers, had further 
invaded the rights and jurisdiction of the 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association, great- 
ly to the injury of the latter, and that 
the open and avowed policy was to still 
further invade the rights and interests 
of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 
Having in mind the general policy as 
well as the specific course, we adopted 
a resolution directing President Gompers 
to communicate to President Rowe and 
to the city central bodies and the state 
federations of labor. That action is fully 
set forth in the following letter: 
“Office of American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D. C., September 28, 1968. 
“To City Central Bodies and State Fed- 

erations of Labor: 

“Dear Sirs and Brothers: The Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
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“RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Union of Brewery Workers 
be, and the same is, hereby ordered to be 
restored. 

‘RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no way 
alters or modifies the declarations and 
decisions of the American Federation of 
Labor in regard to the jurisdiction claims 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen, the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and the International Union 
of Brewery Workmen, but, on the con- 
trary, are hereby re-affirmed. 


“RESOLVED, That within ninety days 
after the close of this Convention a con- 
ference shall be held at the headquar- 
ters of the Amcrican Federation of La- 
bor, the conference to consist of three 
representatives of the International 
Brewery Workers, one from the Inter- 
national Engineers, one from the Brother- 
hood of Firemen, one from the Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and one member of 
the Executive Council, the conference to 
endeavor to effect an agreement regard- 
ing jurisdiction, harmony and co-opera- 
tion of action of the organizations in in- 
terest, and for the protection and pro- 
motion of the interests of the workers 
employed in and by breweries. 

“RESOLVED, That in the event of an 
agreement, or a tentative agreement, be- 
ing reached, the officers of the organiza- 
tions named shall submit the same to 
their respective International Unions for 
ratification under the supervision of the 
representative of the Executive Council, 
who shall in that circular urge its rati- 
fication and give his reasons therefor. 


“RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fail to reach an agreement, the Ex- 
ecutive Council is hereby authorized and 
directed to impose such disciplinary 
punishment upon the organization re- 
sponsible for such failure as the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council may di- 
rect.” . 

In accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, several conferences were 
held by the representatives of the or- 
ganizations therein named, and the mat- 
ter was considered further by the Execu- 
tive Council. No agreement was reached 
between the representatives of your or- 
ganization, the International Union of 
Steam Engineers, the Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, and I am not 
now authorized officially to say at whose 
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door the fault of failure to reach agree- 
ment can be laid. 

However, I am directed by the Execu- 
tive Council, upon order of the Conven- 
tion, to restore to your organization the 
charter which was revoked, and the same 
is hereby restored to you, and which is 
transmitted this day by express. 

In restoring this charter to the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, it in no wise niodifies or changes 
the decision of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as to 
claims of jurisdiction. The duty imposed 
upon the Executive Council of disci- 
plinary punishment to any organization 
violating the decision of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor is 
not changed or modified by the restora- 
tion of this charter to your organization. 

In welcoming you back among the fam- 
ily of trade unions, it is the hope of the 
Executive Council and myself that all 
parties in interest will see the necessity 
of coming to some form of agreement or 
understanding, so that the best interests 
of all may be secured. 

"With best wishes, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of 
Labor. 


It is to be regretted that no amicable 
adjustment of this unfortunate difficulty, 
which has caused so much confusion in 
the labor movement of our country, has 
been reached—an amicable settlement 
that would be for the best interests of all 
concerned. However, we sincerely hope 
and trust that at this Convention the 
various conflicting Interests will agree 
upon some plan that will restore har- 
mony in the brewing industry, which will 
be beneficial to all concerned. It is be- 
yond question that this controversy has 
to a great degree not only retarded the 
growth of the organizations in interest, 
but has to some extent at least had the 
same effect upon the general labor move- 
ment, and it is our sincere desire that 
this matter should finally be adjusted by 
the organizations in interest at this Con- 
vention. 


GLASS BOTTLE BLOWERS—FLINTS. 


Two years ago, acting upon the decision 
reached by the American Federation of 
Labor, the Executive Council issued a 
circular to all state federations and cen- 
tral bodies directing that they refuse rec- 
ognition and deny representation to local 
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HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING 
LABORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 


Upon the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recom- 
mended that the matter be referred to 
this Convention with the further recom- 
mendation that it be referred by you to 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor for ad- 
justment. 


WOODWORKERS—CARPENTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
119 deals with the dispute between the 
Woodworkers and the Carpenters. The 
matter was taken up between the officers 
of both” organizations, with the result 
that a conference was held between the 
representatives of both organizations and 
President Gompers. No agreement was 
reached at this conference and it was 
decided to hold another. However, the 
proposition looking toward the amalga- 
mation of both bodies was proposed by 
the Woodworkers and submitted to the 
officers of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters. 


WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATH- 
ERS—BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
110, which deals with the dispute be- 
tween the above named organizations, 
having been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver Convention, 
with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjudication. The 
officers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary-Treasurer Brandt 
of the International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers made the re- 
quest, “That you set forth in full the 
action of your Executive Board on this 
question which took place in March, 1907, 
and also set forth the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention on this question by quot- 
ing the action of the Building Trades 
Committee in this dispute, which can be 


done by quoting the report of that com- 
mittee.’’ In the event of the Convention 
adopting the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, all the papers in this 
matter will be referred to the Building 
Trades Department, thus complying with 
the request of Secretary-Treasurer 
Brandt. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS-STOVE 
MOUNTERS. 


In the matter of the dispute between 
these two organizations, a conference 
was held between the representatives of 
both organizations at the Federation 
headquarters in April, at which no agree- 
ment was reached. A further conference 
was held in September between the rep- 
resentatives of these organizations and 
Vice-President Hayes representing the 
Federation. Mr. Hayes recommended 
that charter be issued under the title 
of Stove and Steel Range Mounters. The 
Executive Council adopted the recom- 
mendation and decided that it be re- 
ported to this Convention for your con- 
sideration, because the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers International Alli- 
ance protested against the words “Steel 
Range” being contained in the Stove 
Mounters’ charter, basing its claim on 
section 11 of article 9, of the American 
Federation of Labor Constitution. 


UPHOLSTERERS — CARRIAGE AND 
WAGON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
%, relative to the dispute between the 
above named organizations has received 
the attention of this Council at several 
meetings. Representatives of both or- 
ganizations submitted their cases in 
writing to the Executive Council at the 
January meeting, but no settlement was 
reached. The Secretaries of both organi- 
zations in interest stated in communica- 
tions that they are trying to bring about 
an adjustment, but nothing has been 
accomplished in this direction. At the 
meeting of the Executive Council held in 
June, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“RESOLVED, That inasmuch as every 
effort has been made to bring about a 
settlement without success, that this 
fact be reported to the Denver Conven- 
tion.’ 

The matter is therefore submitted to 
you for such action as you may deem 
advisable to take. 
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of Labor, at its meeting recently held 
in this city, having under consideration 
protests received from various localities 
against the local unions of Flint Glass 
Workers being represented in affiliated 
central bodies and State Federations of 
Labor, adopted the following resolution: 

***Resolved, That President Rowe, 
of the American Flint Glass Workers, 
be notified that all state and central 
bodies have been notified to exclude all 
local unions of the American Flint Glass 
Workers from representation in their 
bodies until the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union comply with the decision 
rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor, and to which the representatives 
of the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Association agreed at the Minneapolis 
Convention.’ 

“You will, therefore, please read this 
letter at the next regular meeting of 
your organizations, so that the delegates 
may be fully informed as to the con- 
clusion reached by the Executive Coun- 
cil, to the end that’ action may be taken 
in conformity therewith. 

“Let me hear from you in regard to 
this at your early convenience. 


“Fraternally yours, 
“SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
“President 
“American Federation of Labor." 


As your Executive Council, we are con- 
vinced that it Is our duty to the Glass Bot- 
tle Blowers’ Association, as well as to the 
rank and file of the American Flint Glass 
Workers and the general labor move- 
ment, to declare that the laws and policy 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
based upon the highest and best con- 
cept of true trade unionism, demand that 
the decision reached at the Minneapolis 
Convention and agreed to by the repre- 
sentatives of the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union be carried out in good 
faith; that until such a fulfillment is 
reached, it be made plain once for all 
that the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union be given to understand .that, much 
as we would like to have it in full aflilia- 
tion with us, it can not and will not re- 
ceive a charter until the agreement 
reached is complied with and the rights 
of all conserved. 


SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 


In connection with the action of the 
Norfolk Convention relative to the dis- 
pute between the above named organiza- 
tions, President Gompers and Treasurer 


‚United Association of Plumbers, 


Lennon attended the Convention of the 
International Union of Longshoremen, 
held at Erie, Pa., July 6th. 

As the result of our meeting, a resolu- 
tion was adopted by the Executive Board 
of the International Longshoremen’s As- 
sociation to the effect that its delegates 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor ‘‘be and are hereby authorized and 
clothed with full power and authority to 


_ represent our organization in the contro- 


versy with the International Seamen’s 
Union of America, and, be it further 


“RESOLVED, -That in the event of an 
understanding or agreement being reached 
satisfactory to our delegates, that they 
be instructed to enter into such an ar- 
rangement, the result of which will be 
binding on all branches and locals afli- 
ated with the International Longshore- 
men’s Association.”’ 


President Gompers has been in com- 
munication with the officers of the Sea- 
men’s and Longshoremen’s organizations 
with a view of bringing about the con- 
ference suggested by the _ resolutions 
above quoted. It is our sincere hope that 
the conference will take place during our 
Convention, and that an amicable ad- 
justment of this long standing difficulty 
may be perfected. 


PLUMBERS-STEAM FITTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
66 refers to the dispute between the 
Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers of the United States and Can- 
ada, and the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America, and provides that three 
representatives from each organization 
meet with a representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the purpose 
of arranging an agreement defining the 
jurisdiction of the two organizations. 


This conference was held at headquar- 
ters at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives of the above named organiza- 
tions and President Gompers. No agree- 
ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the organizations in 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter decided that the 
subject-matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation 
of Labor for adjustment. 
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HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING 
LABORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 


Upon the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter Its attention. and we recom- 
mended that the matter be referred to 
this Convention with the further recom- 
mendation that it be referred by you to 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor for ad- 
jJustment. 


WOODWORKERS—CARPENTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
119 deals with the dispute between the 
Woodworkers and the Carpenters. The 
matter was taken up between the officers 
of both” organizations, with the result 
that a conference was held between the 
representatives of both organizations and 
President Gompers. No agreement was 
reached at this conference and it was 
decided to hold another. However, the 
proposition looking toward the amalga- 
mation of both bodies was proposed by 
the Woodworkers and submitted to the 
officers of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters. 


WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATH- 
ERS-BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
110, which deals with the dispute be- 
tween the above named organizations, 
having been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver Convention, 
with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjudication. The 
officers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary-Treasurer Brandt 
of the International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers made the re- 
quest, “That you set forth in full the 
action of your Executive Board on this 
question which took place in March, 1907, 
and also set forth the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention on this question by quot- 
ing the action of the Building Trades 
Committee in this dispute, which can be 


done by quoting the report of that com- 
mittee.’’ In the event of the Convention 
adopting the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, all the papers in this 
matter will be referred to the Building 
Trades Department, thus complying with 


the request of Secretary-Treasurer 
Brandt. 
SHEET METAL WORKERS—STOVE 


MOUNTERS. 


In the matter of the dispute between 
these two organizations, a conference 
was held between the representatives of 
both organisations at the Federation 
headquarters in April, at which no agree- 
ment was reached. A further conference 
was held in September between the rep- 
resentatives of these organizations and 
Vice-President Hayes representing the 
Federation. Mr. Hayes recommended 
that charter be issued under the title 
of Stove and Steel Range Mounters. The 
Executive Council adopted the recom- 
mendation and decided that it be re- 
ported to this Convention for your con- 
sideration, because the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers International Alli- 
ance protested against the words ‘Steel 
Range” being contained in the Stove 
Mounters’ charter, basing its claim on 
section 11 of article 9, of the American 
Federation of Labor Constitution. 


UPHOLSTERERS — CARRIAGE AND 
WAGON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
%, relative to the dispute between the 
above named organizations has received 
the attention of this Council at several 
meetings. Representatives of both or- 
ganizations submitted their cases in 
writing to the Executive Council at the 
January meeting, but no settlement was 
reached. The Secretaries of both organi- 
zations in interest stated in communica- 
tions that they are trying to bring about 
an adjustment, but nothing has been 
accomplished in this direction. At the 
meeting of the Executive Council held in 
June, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

““RESOLVED, That inasmuch as every 
effort has been made to bring about a 
settlement without success, that this 
fact be reported to the Denver Conven- 
tion.” 

The matter is therefore submitted to 
you for such action as you may deem 
advisable to take. 
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF COMPOSITION ROOFERS— 
SLATE AND TILE 
ROOFERS. 


As to the difficulty between the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers, Damp and Waterproof Work- 
ers of the United States and Canada 
and the local unions of the International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union of 
America, in Boston, we beg leave to re- 
port that an amicable adjustment of this 
difficulty has been reached, the Roofers’ 
Union of Boston having applied for and 
been granted a charter by the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS—SLATE 
AND TILE ROOFERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
170 is the complaint made by the repre- 
sentatives of the Sheet Metal Workers 
as to the members of the Slate and Tile 
Roofers doing work which comes under 
the jurisdiction of the first named or- 
ganization. We beg leave to report that 
the Slate and Tile Roofers’ Unions has 
instructed {ts members to discontinue 
doing such work. u 


MARBLE WORKERS-TILE LAYERS. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 130 Is In reference to the dis- 
pute between the above named organiza- 
tions. We desire to report that after 
conferences with the representatives of 
the two organizations an adjustment of 
the difficulties existing between them 
has been effected. 


INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ GARMENT 
WORKERS. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 174 relates to the controversy 
between the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Wofkers’ Union and local union 
No. 10 of that organization. 

It was decided that Organizer Ford be 
selected to arbitrate the difficulties be- 
tween the conterding parties in accord- 
ance with an agreement between them. 
Organizer Ford, after considering the 
matter, made an award by which it ts 
claimed the International Union failed to 
abide. Organizer Ford was further in- 
structed to bring the matter contained in 
his award to the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Central Federated 
Union of New York as well as to the 


representatives of the parties in interest. 
In the report made to the Executive 
Council under date of September 15, Or- 
ganizer Ford says: “If I may presume, 
without being presumptuous, it appears 
to me that a thorough investigation of 
both organizations, local and interna- 
tional, is In order, with a view to re-or- 
ganization of the International Union. 
The only solution to this chaotic and 
deplorable condition that I can see from 
my connection with the case is that 
above mentioned.’’ 

Of course, the matter or re-organizing 
an existing international union is a 
matter which should be approached with 
the greatest possible care, but that some 
action that will be helpful to the work- 
ers of the trade is necessary no one dis- 
putes. 

This matter is referred to this Con- 
vention for consideration and action. 


PAVERS AND RAMMERMEN. 


To the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No, 38 relative to the Inter- 
national Union of Pavers and Rammer- 
men and its contending local unions, the 
Executive Council gave its consideration, 
and a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor was selected to 
meet with the representatives of the con- 
tending parties for the purpose of set- 
tling the matter in dispute by arbitra- 
tion. Conferences were held between the 
various representatives, and after hear- 
ing the testimony on both sides, an 
award was made which Is as follows: 

“That the officials of the Pavers and 
Rammermen’s International Union are 
justified in their act of suspending local 
unions No. 10 and No. 19.” 

The local unions in interest, however, 
refused to accept the decision of the ar- 
bitrator and have formed independent 
unions. We recommend that efforts be 
made to bring about an amicable ad- 
justment of this difficulty. 


MOVING PICTURE MACHINE OPER- 
. ATORS. 


Resolution No. 32 of the Norfolk 
Convention, relates to the question of 
jurisdiction over Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators. After considerable cor- 
respondence between President Gomp- 
ers and the executive officers of the 
Stage Employes, and Electrical Work- 
ers, the representatives of these or- 
ganizations met in conference with 
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President Gompers at Washington and 
an agreement reached. Later it de- 
veloped that the Actors’ organization 
also made claim for jurisdiction over the 
picture machine operators. A conference 
was thereupon held in New York City, 
when it developed that the Theatrical 
Stage Employes at their last Convention 
had repudiated the agreement entered 
Into between them and the Electrical 
Workers. An effort is now being made to 
have representatives of these three or- 
ganizations meet in conference with 
President Gompers as early as possible 
after the close of this Convention. 


BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY 
CLERKS—CHARTER APPLI- 
CATION. 


The Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
made application for charter. The repre- 
sentative of the Interior Freight Hand- 
lers and Warehousemen’s International 
Union protested against its issuance, 
claiming that their International Union 
covered Railway Clerks. These matters 
came before the Executive Council, and 
we directed that a conference be held 
by the representatives of both organiza- 
tions with President Gompers in an ef- 
fort to reach an agreement relative to 
jurisdiction claims. Without commenting 
upon the matter we are of the opinion 
that arrangements should be made by 
which the charter should be issued. 


INJUNCTION—ANTI-TRUST LAW DE- 
CISION. 


When the Injunction was secured by 
the Buck’s Stove and Range Company 
against the American Federation of 
Labor, and others, in December, 1907, 
we, the Executive Council, directed that 
the name of the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company be discontinued in the publl- 
cation of the ‘We Don’t Patronize’’ list 
in the American Federationist. Later, 
when the Supreme Court of the United 
States rendered its decision in the Hat- 
ters case, the publication of the ‘‘We 
Don't Patronize” list was discontinued 
by the authority of the Executive Coun- 
el. 

This was done because under the Su- 
preme Court decision any firm published 
on that list might bring proceedings 
against any of the organizations and the 
individual members of the organizations, 
as well as the Executive Council, and 
that the publication of a firm on that 
list would furnish the evidence upon 


which a suit for damages might be insti- 
tuted. We did not feel that we had a 
right to subject the men of labor to the 
damage suits, fines and imprisonment 
which that decision declared could fol- 
low under the law. This entire subject 
is more fully set forth in the personal 
editorial written by President Gompers 
addressed “To Organized Labor and 
Friends,’’ pages 192-198 and 1% of the 
March, 1908, issue of the American Fed- 
erationist. 

The Norfolk Convention authorized the 
Executive Council to levy an assess- 
ment upon all affillated organizations for 
one cent per member for a legal defense 
fund in the injunction proceedings 
brought by the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company, and authorized the levying of 
such additional assessments as may be 
necessary. We levied but one assess- 
ment of one cent per member, and 
preferred to issue an appeal for volun- 
tary contributions for the legal defense 
fund rather than to levy another assess- 
ment. The total receipts on this assess- 
ment and the voluntary contributions 
amounted to $27,487.96. 

We authorized the retaining of Hon. 
Alton B. Parker and Messrs. Ralston and 
Siddons as our counsel. In the contempt 
proceedings against Samuel Gompers, 
Frank Morrison and John Mitchell, as 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the latter also in his capac- 
ity as President of the United Mine 
Workers of America, the same counsel 
defended them. Argument and decision 
upon the contempt proceedings are set 
for November 10th. 

Up to date we have expended for at- 
torneys’ fees, attorneys’ expenses, trav- 
eling, etc., court reports, printing of ap- 
peal, etc., etc., $19,474.19. You will thus 
observe that there is an _ exceedingly 
small balance, and we are at a loss to 
provide such additional funds as may be 
necessary to further carry on the legal 
defense. 

The discontinuance of the pubKcation 
of the “We Don’t Patronize’” list, or its 
revival, and this entire matter, are re- 
ferred to this Convention for such ad- 
vice and action as you, after due con- 
sideration, may deem advisable. 


LABOR’S CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE. 


With the constant abuse of the Injunc- 
tion writ by the courts, culminating in 
the injunction issued by the Supreme 
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Court of the District of Columbia, at the 
instance of the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company against the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, its officers, affillated unl- 
ons, their memberrs, and all who might 
sympathetically aid us in our cause, the 
situation became most acute among our 
fellow workers and friends, for it de- 
nied us the right of the essential guar- 
antees of the Constitution, including the 
denial of the right of free speech and 
free press. 

Closely following upon that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in 
the Danbury Hatters’ case, decided that 
the Sherman Anti-Trust Law applies to 
the voluntary organizations of the work- 
ers, with the several damages of fine and 
imprisonment involved. ° 

To formulate and bring !n some direct 
form the agitated state of mind of our 
fellow unionists, we held a meeting of 
the Executive Council and authorized 
President Gompers to invite in our name 
the officers and representatives of the 
international unions and farmers’ organ- 
{zations to a conference in Washington. 

After a general discussion at that con- 
ference, committees were appointed to 
draft documents, one a Protest to Con- 
gress, and another an Address to the 
Workers of our Country. These docu- 
ments were unanimously adopted by the 


conference, as well as by us. They are 

as follows: 

Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR’S PROTEST TO CONGRESS. 
American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C., March 19, 1908. 


We, the official representatives of the 
national and international trade and labor 
unions and organization of farmers, in 
national conference assembled, in the 
District of Columbia, for the purpose of 
considering and taking action deemed 
necessa to meet the situation in which 
the working veople of our country are 
placed by recent decisions of the courts, 
now appear before Congress to voice 
the earnest and emphatic protest of the 
workers of the country against the in- 
difference, If not actual hostility, which 
Congress has shown toward the reason- 
able and righteous measures proposed by 
the workers for the safeguarding of their 
rights and interests. 

In the name of labor we now urge upon 
Congress the necessity for immediate 
action for relief from the most grave 
and momentous situation which has ever 
confronted the working peovle of this 
country. This crisis has been brought 
about by the application by the Supreme 
Court of the United States of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law to the workers, both 
organized and in their individual capacity. 


Labor and the people generally look 
askance at the invasion of the court 
upon the pretogatives of the law-making 
and executive departments of our Gov- 
ernment. 

The workers feel that Congress itself 
must share our chagrin and sense of 
injustice when the courts exhibit an utter 
disregard for the real intent and purpose 
of’ laws enacted to safeguard and pro- 
tect the workers in the exercise of their 
normal activities. There is somethin 
ominous tn the froniec manner in whic 
the courts guarantee to workers: 

The ‘right’ to be maimed and killed 
without llability to the employer; 

The ‘right’ to be discharged for be- 
longing to a unlon; 

The “right’’ to work as many hours 
as employers please and under any con- 
ditions which they may impose. 

Labor is justly indignant at the be- 
stowal or guaranteeing of these worth- 
less and academic “‘rights’’ by the courts, 
which in the same breath deny and for- 
bid to the workers the practical and 
necessary protection of laws which de- 
fine and safeguard their rights and lib- 
erties and the exercise of them individu- 
ally or in association. 

he most recent perversion of the in- 
tent of a law by the judiciary has been 
the Supreme ‘Court decision In the Hat- 
ters’ case, by which the Sherman antl- 
trust law has been made to apply to 
labor, although it was an accepted fact 
that Congress did not intend the law 
to so apply and might even have spe- 
clfically exempted labor but for the fear 
that the Supreme Court might construe 
such an affirmative provision to be un- 
constitutional. 

The workers earnestly urge Congress 
to co-operate with them in the upbulld- 
ing and educating of a public sentiment 
which will confine the judiciary to its 
proper function, which Is certainly not 
that of placing a construction upon a 
law the very opposite of the plain in- 
tent of Congress, thus rendering worth- 
less even the very moderate efforts which 
Congress has so far vut forth to define 
the status of the most important, numer- 
ous and patriotic of our people—the wage- 
workers, the producers of all wealth. 

We contend that equity, power and 
jurisdiction, discretionary government by 
the judiciary for well-defined purposes 
and within specific Iimitations, granted 
to the courts by the Constitution. has 
been so extended that it is Invading the 
fleld of government by law and endanger- 
ing individual liberty. 

As government b~ equity. personal gov- 
ernment, advances, republican govern- 
ment. government by law, recedes. 

We favor enactment of laws which shall 
restrict the jurisdiction of courts of 
equity to property and property rights 
and shall so define property and property 
rights that neither directly nor Indirectly 
shall there be held to be any property 
or property rights in the labor or labor 
power of any person or persons. 

The feeling of restless apprehension 
with which the workers view the apathy 
of Congress is accentuated bv the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court. 

By the wrongful application of the in- 
junction by the lower courts the workers 
have been forbidden the right of free 
press and free speech, and the Supreme 
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Court in the Hatters’ case, while not 
directly prohibiting the exercise of these 
rights, yet so applies the Sherman law 
to labor that acts involving the cause of 
free press and free speech, and hitherto 
assumed to be Jawful, now become evi- 
dence upon which triple damages may be 
collected and fine and imprisonment added 
as a part of the penalty. 

Indeed, the decision goes so far aa, to 
hold the agreements of unions with em- 

loyers, to maintain industrial peace, to 

e “consptracies,”’ and the evidence of 
unlawful combinations in restraint of 
trade and commerce, thug effectuall 
throttling labor by penalizing as crimi- 
nal the exercise of its normal, peaceful 
riehts and activities. The fact that these 
acts are In reality making for the uplift 
and the betterment of civilization as a 
whole does not seem to be understood 
or appreciated by the courts. The work- 
ers hope for a broader and more intelli- 
gent appreciation from Congress. 

It is not necessa here to enter into 
a detailed review of this decision. 

The workers ask from Congress the 
relief which it alone can give from the 
injustice which will surely result from 
the literal enforcement of the Sherman 
anti-trust law as interpreted by this 
decision. The speedy enactment of 
labor’s proposed amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law will dO much to re- 
store the rights from which the tollers 
have been shorn. 

We submit for consideration, and trust 
the same will be enacted. two provisions 
amendatory of the Sherman anti-trust 
law. which originally were a part of 
the bill during the stages of its con- 
sideration by the Senate and before its 
final Ansage, and which are substantially 
as follows: 

That nothing in sald act (Sherman anti- 
trust law) or tn this act is intended nor 
shall any provision thereof hereafter be 
enforced so as to apnly to organizations 
or associations not for profit and without 
capital stock, nor to the members of such 
organizations or as clations. 

hat nothing in said act (Sherman antl- 
trust law) or in this act Is intended nor 
shall any provision thereof hereafter be 
enforced so as to apply to any arrange- 
ments. agreements or combinations among 
persons engaged in agriculture or horti- 
culture, made with a view of enhancing 
the price of their own agricultural or 
horticultural products. 

It is clearly an unwarranted assump- 
tion on the nart of the courts or others 
to place the voluntary associations of 
the workers in the same category as 
trusts and corporations owning stock 
and organized for profit. 

On the one hand, we have the trusts 
and corporations dealing with purely ma- 
terial things. and moetly with the Inani- 
mate products of labor. On the other 
hand. there are the workers whose labor 
nower is part of their very Iives and 
beirgs. and which can not differ- 
entiated from their ownership in and of 
themselves. 

The effort to categorlcally place the 
workers In the same position as those 
who den! fn the products of labor of 
others «x the failure to discern between 
things and man. 

It ta often flippantty averred that labor 
is a commodity, but modern civilization 


has clearly and sharply drawn the line 
between a bushel of coal, a side of pork 
and the soul of a human, breathing. 
living man. 

The enactment of the legislation which 
we ask will tend to so define and safe- 
guard the rights of the workers of to- 
day and those who will come after them, 
that they may hope to continue to en- 
joy the blessings of a free country as 
intended by the founders of our govern- 
ment. 

In the relief asked for in the proposed 
amendment to the Sherman anti-trust law 
which we present to Congress, labor asks 
for no special privileges and no exemp- 
tion from the treatment which any law- 
abiding citizen might hope to receive in 
a free country. 

Indeed, the present Parliament of Great 
Britain at its session In December, 
enacted into law what is known as the 
trades dispute act. It is brief, and we 
therefore quote its provisions in full: 

1. It shall be lawful for any person or 
persons acting either on thelr own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union or other 
association of individuals, registered or 
unregistered, in contemplation of or dur- 
ing the continuance of any trade dispute, 
to attend for any of the following pur- 
poses at or near a house or place where 
& person resides or works. or carries on 
his business, or happens to be: 

(1) For the purpose of peacefully ob- 
taining or communicating information; 

(2) For the purpose of peacefully per- 
suading any person to work or abstain 
from working. 

2 <An agreement or combination by 
two or more persons to do or procure to 
be done any act in contemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute shall not 
be ground for an action, if such act 
when committed by one person would 
not be ground for an action. 

3. An action shall not be brought 
against a trade union or other associa- 
tion aforesaid, for the recovery of dam- 
age sustained by any person or persons 
by reason of the action of a member 
or members of such trade union or other 
essoclation aforesaid. 

We subınit that If such relief from the 
onerous conditicns brought about by the 
Taff-Vale decision of the highest court 
of Great Britain can be enacted by a 
monarchical government, there ought to 
be no hesitancy in conceding it in our 
own Republic. 

The unions of labor alm to improve tie 
standard of life; to uproot ignorance and 
foster education; to instill character, 
manhood, and an independent spirit 
aniorg cur people; to bring about a rec- 
ognition of the interdependence of man 
upon his fellow-man. We aim to estab- 
lish a normal workday; to take the chil- 
dren from the factory and workshop and 
give them the opportunity of the schools, 
the home, and the playground. In a 
word, our unions strive to lighten toil, 
educate their members, make their 
homes more cheerful, and In every way 
contribute an carnest effort toward mak- 
ing life the better worth living. To 
achieve these praiseworthy ends, we be- 
lieve that all honorable and lawful means 
are justifiable and commendable and 
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"should receive the sympathetic support 
of every right-thinking American. 

Labor asks only for justice. It asks 
that it be not victimized and penalized 
under laws never intended to apply to it. 

We hope for a prompt recognition on 
the part of Congress of the wage-work- 
ers’ very reasonable and moderate in- 
sistence in this important matter. 

In addition, the other most important 
measures which labor urges are: 

The bill to regulate and limit the is- 
suance of injunctions—‘‘Pearre bill.” 

Employers’ Hability bill. 

The bill extending the application of 
the eight-hour law to all government em- 
ployes and those employed upon work 
for the government, whether by con- 
tractors or subcontractors. 

There are other measures 
which we regard as important, but we 
feel especially justified in urging the 
passage of these mentioned, because they 
have been before Congress for several 
Sessions, and upon which extended hear- 
ings have been had before committees, 
every interest concerned having had am- 
ple opportunity to present arguments, 
and there is no good reason why action 
should longer be deferred by Congress. 

We come to Congress hoping for a 
prompt and adequate remedy for the 
grievances of which we justly complain. 
The psychological moment has arrived 
for a total change of governmental pol- 
icy toward the workers; to permit it to 
pass may be to invite disaster even to 
our national life. 

In this frank statement of its griev- 
ances the attitude of labor should not be 
misinterpreted, nor should it be held as 
wanting in respect for our highest law- 
making body. , 

That the workers, while smarting un- 
-der a most keen sense of injustice and 
neglect, turn first to Congress for a rem- 
edy, shows how greatly they still trust 
in the power and willingness of this 
branch of the government to restore, 
safeguard and protect their rights. 
Labor proposes to aid In this work by 
exercising its utmost political and indus- 
trial activity, its moral and social in- 
fluence, in crder that the Interests of the 
masses may be represented in Congress 
by those who are pledged to do justice 
to labor and to all our people, not to 
promote the special interests of those 
who would injure the whole body politic 
by crippling and enslaving the toilers. 
Labor is most hopeful that Congress 
will apprecıate the gravity of the situa- 
tion which we have endeavored to pre- 
sent. The workers trust that Congress 
will shake off the apathy which has 
heretofare characterized it on this sub- 
ject and perform a beneficent social serv- 
ice for the whole people by enacting such 
legislation as will restore confidence 
among the wcrkers that their needs as 
law-abiding citizens will be heeded. 
Only by such action will a crisis be 
averted. There must be something more 
substantial than fair promises. The 
present feeling of widespread apprehen- 
sion among the workers of our country 
becomes more acute every day. The de- 
sire for decisive action becomes more 
intense. 


ending 


While it is true that there is no legal 
appeal from a Supreme Court decision, 
yet we believe Congress can and should 
enact such further legisiation as will 
mere ciearly define the rights and liber- 
ties of the workers. 

Should labor's petition for the righting 
of tne wrongs which have been imposed 
upon it and the remedying of injustice 
done to it pass unheeded by Congress 
and those who administer the affairs of 
our government, then upon those who 
have failed to do their duty, and not 
upon the workers, will rest the respon- 
sibility. 

The labor union is a natural, rational 
and inevitable outgrowth of our modern 
industrial conditions. To outlaw the 
union in the exercise of its normal ac- 
tivities for the protection and advance- 
ment of labor and the advancement of 
society in general is to do a tremendous 
injury to ail people. 

The repression of right and natural ac- 
tivities is bound to finally break forth in 
violent form of protest, especially among 
the more ignorant of the people, who will 
feel great bitterness if denied the con- 
sideration they have a right to expect at 
the hands of Congress. 

As the authorized representatives of 
the organized wage-earners of our 
country, we resent to you in the 
most conservative and earnest manner 
that protest against the wrongs which 
they have to endure and some of the 
rights and relief to which they are justly 
entitled. There is not a wrong for which 
we seek redress, or a right to which we 
aspire, which does not or will not be 
equally shared by all the workers—by all 
the people. 

While no member of Congress or party 
can evade or avoid his or thelr own in- 
dividual or party share of responsibility, 
we aver that the party in power must 
and will by labor and its sympathizers 
be held primarily responsible for the fail- 
ure to give the prompt, full and effective 
congressional relief we know to be with- 
in its power. 

We come to you not as political parti- 
sans, whether Republican, Democratic, 
or other, but as representatives of the 
wageworkers of our country, whose 
rights, interests and welfare have been 
jeopardized and flagrantly, woefully dis- 
regarded and neglected. e come to you 
because vou are responsible for legisla- 
tion, or the failure of legislation. If 
these or new questions are unsettled, and 
any other political party becomes respon- 
sible for legislation, we shall press home 
upon its representatives and hold them 
responsible, equally as we now must hold 


you. 
SAM’L GOMPERS, 
. FAIR 


Committee. 


Samuel Gompers, president; James 
O’Connell, third vice-president; Max Mor- 
ris. fourth vice-president; D. A. Hayes, 
fifth vice-president; Daniel J. Keefe, 
sixth vice-president; Wm. D. Huber, sev- 
enth vice-president; Joseph F. Valentine, 
eighth vice-president; ank Morrison, 
secretary, and John B. Lennon, treas- 
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urer, Executive Council American Fed- 
eration of labor. 

George L. Berry, Norman C. Spra & 
Internationa! Printing Presamen’s Polo 

Jonn P. Frey, lron Molders’ Union oot 
North America. 

G. M. Huddleston, International Slate 
and Tile Roofers’ Union. 

James Wilson, Pattern Makers’ League 
of North America. . 

Richard Braunschweig, Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Unio 

Charles R. Atherton, A. B. Grout, 
Metal Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and 
Brass Workers’ Union. 

Jere L. Sullivan, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employ es’ International Alllance. 

R. Fairley, Thomas Haggerty, 
United Mine Workers’ Union of orth 
America. ⸗ 

A. McAndrews, E. Lewis Evans, To- 
bacco Workers’ International Union. 

James J. Free). International Stereo- 
typers and Flectroty rs’ Union. 

Costello, Rogers, Interna- 
tional Steam and Hot Water Fitters’ and 
Helpers’ Union. 

James O'Connell, Arthur E. Holder, A. 
McGilray. International Association of 
Machinists. 

M. O'Sullivan, Thomas F. Ryan, Amal- 

mated Sheet Metal Workers’ Interna- 
fonal Alliance. 

J. E. Pritchard, International Pavers 
and Rammermen. 

Thomas T. Maher, Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers’ International Alliance. 

J. L. Feeney, International Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders. 

C. M. Barnett, O. D. Pauley, American 
Society of Equity. 

Timothy Healy, International Brother- 
hood of tationary Firemen. 

Rezin Orr, D. Mahon, Amalgamated 
Street and Electric Railway Employees. 

John A. Momtt, Martin Lawlor, United 
Hatters of North America. 

J. W. Kline, H. G. Poulesland, J. M. 
Cox, International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers. 

F. M. Ryan, Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers’ International ation. 

Wm. J. Barry, Pilots’ Association. 

A. B. Lowe, International Brotherhood 
of Maintenance of Way Employes. 

WwW. W. Beattie, Wesley Russell, Percy 
Thomas, Commercial elegraphers’ In- 
ternational Union of America. 

J. E. Davenport, A. B. Wilson, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Maintenance of 
Way Employes. 

M. J. Shea, International Stereotypers’ 
and Lilectrotypeis’ Union. 

James L. Gernon, Pattern Makers’ 
League of North America. 

J. M. McElroy, Brush Makers’ Inter- 

Larger, 


national Union. 

T. A. Rickert. B. A. United 
Garment Workers of America. 

M. Zuckerman, H. Hinder, United Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers of North America. 

H. B. Perham, A. T. McDaniel, W. J. 
Gregory, Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 

Jas. F. Speirs, Thos. C. Nolan, Wm 
Grant, Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shipbuilders. 


F. J. Kelly, International Photo-En- 
gravers’ Union. 
Wm. D. Huber, James Kirby, United 


Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 


Samuel Gom G. W. Perkins, Thos. 
F- ' Tracy, armakers’ International 
nion. 


J. T. Carey, International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers of North America. 

J. B. Espey, M. J. Kelly, International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 

Jno. F. Breen, Hod Carriers’ and Build- 
ing Laborers’ International Union. 

Max Morris, J. A. Anderson, Herman 
Robinson, D. F. Manning, Retail Clerks’ 
International Protective Assoclation. 

Jno. F. Tobin, Jno. P. Murphy, Boot 
and Shoe Workers’ Union. 

Wm. Silver, Granite Cutters’ Interna- 
tional Association. 

A. James, F. M. Nurse, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 


men. 
J. C. Balhorn, Brotherhood of Paint- 
Decorators and Paperhangers of 


ers, 
America. 

Chas. C. Bradley, E. E. Desmond, 
American Wire Weavers’ Protective As- 
sociation. 

Jno. A. Dyche, International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union. 

. J. Spencer, United Association of 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpe 

Joseph N. Weber, 4 American Federation 
of Musictans. 

T. J. Sullivan, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees’ International Alliance. 

J. H. Williams, Order of Railway Tele- 
graphers. 

F. L. Mahan, Ed. L. Schrack, Inter- 
national Plate Printers. 

John J. Hanrahan, A. P. Kelly, H. 
Brosmer, — Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen and Engineers. 

John Manning, Shirt Waist and Laun- 
ad Workers’ International Union. 

. A. Lafiln, Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Firemen and Engineers. 

Wm. H. Frasier, International Sea- 
men’s Union. 

T. J. Duffy, Frank H. Hutchens, Ed. 
Men International Brotherhood of Op- 
erative Potters. 
usi A. Olander, International Seamen’s 

nion. 

Frank L. Ronemus, Brotherhood of 
Railway Car Men of America. 

George C. Griffin, United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America 

Louis Kemper, A. J. Kugler, William 
Hellmuth, International Union of Brew- 
ery W Workers of America. 

C. Parsons, George G. Seibold, In- 
ternational Typographical Union. 

D. A. Hayes. William Launer, James 
J. Dunn, . H. Williams, Glase-Bottle 
Blowers’ Association. 

James McHugh, Journeyman Stone Cut- 
ters’ Association. 

Daniel J. Keefe, Thomas Gallagher, In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Association. 
T. A. Rickert, United Garment Work- 
ers of America. 

J. J Flynn, P. J. Flannery, Interior 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen’s 


Union. 
W. J. McSorley, R. V. Brandt, Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ International 


Union. 
P. J. McArdle, John Williams, Amal- 


gamated Assoclation of Iron and Steel 
Workers. 
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Jacob Fischer, Frank K. Noschang, 
Journeymen Barbers’ International Union. 

John Golden, Albert Hibbert, United 
Textile Workers of America. 

Daniel J. Tobin, International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters. 

Matt Comerford, International Union of 
Steam Engineers. 

F A. Didsbury, Pocketknife-Blade 
Grinders and Finishers’ National Union. 

Edward W. Potter, Homer D. Call. H. 
L. Eichelberger, A. L. Webb, Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
ers of North Amerlca. 

Frank Gehring, Lithographers Interna- 
tional Protective and Beneficial Associa- 

on. 

J. F. Murphy, International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. 

Frederick Benson, International Sea- 
men’s Union. 

John H. Brinkman, Carriage and Wa- 
gon Workers’ International Unlon. 

. F. Richardson, International Car 
Workers. 

Joseph Reilly, United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters. 

I. B. Kuhn, Cigarmakers’ Internation- 
al Union. 

Thomas McGilton, Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers. 

John Weber, Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union. 

James J. McCracken, International 
Union of Steant Engineers. 

James H. Hatch, Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

J. F. McCarthy, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes’ International Alliance. 


Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


ADDRESS TO WORKERS. 


Washington, D. C., March 18, 1908. 


To Organized Labor and Farmers’ Asso- 
citations, Greeting: 


The ‘’Protest Conference’ of the repre- 
sentatives of the workers of our country 
assembled in Washington . C., on 
March 18, 1908, will probably go down 
in history as the vreatest gathering ever 
held to solemnly voice the protest of the 
people against the denial of the rights of 
the workers by the judiciary. This con- 
ference will be memorable also for the 
declaration and action looking toward the 
upholding and defending of the rights of 
all our people. 

There were gathered in this conference 
the responsible executive officers of 118 
national and international trade unions; 
assembled with them in hearty agree- 
ment were representatives of the Farm- 
ers’ American Society of Equity and also 
officers of railway brotherhoods. No 
more representative and responsible gath- 
ering of the men of labor, we believe, was 
ever brought together in the effort to 
voice the just protest and laudable aspira- 
tions of the workers of our country. 

The deliberations of our conference. 
which occupied two full days. were pre- 
ceded by a two days’ session of the 
Executive Council of the american Fed- 
eration of Labor. The proceedings were 
marked by the utmost harmony. There 
was indeed the intensity of feeling which 
so grave a situation must evoke, there 
was also an unbounded enthusiasm. a 


m earnestness of purpose, and a firm 
etermination that the work initiated 
by this conference should not cease until 
the wrongs from which the workers suf- 
fer shall be righted and their liberties 
which have been imperilled shall be re- 
stored and forever safeguarded. 

Our consideration of the circumstances 
which made this conference imperative 
was characterized by the utmost freedom 
of expression. It was felt that in the 
consensus of oninion and feeling brought 
forth by the representatives of so many 
trades and callings from all sections of 
the country there could not fail to be 
much that would be helpful In guiding 
our deliberations and of service to our 
fellow workers. It is our hope that every 
worker and everv friend of the workers 
will realize and feel as we do the serious- 
ness of the crisis which we now face and 


‘that all will be animated by the earnest- 


ness, the lovaltv and enthusiasm which 
was so marked among the representatives 
assembled. 

While the Sunreme Court or other in- 
stitutions may be able to temporarily re- 
tard and serfously embarrass the growth 
and action of our movement we boldly 
assert that no power on earth can de- 
stroy, successfully outlaw, or disrupt the 
trade union movement 

Meetings had been held in various parts 
of the countrv and resolutions adonted 
and forwarded to American Federation 
of Labor headquarters urging prompt and 
vigorous action. The suggestions sub- 
mitted were various in detail. but all 
characterized bv the earnest desire that 
labor should take stens at once to exer- 
cise its fullest activities In every possible 
direction in order that relief may be ob- 
tained from the present intolerable situ- 
ation. 

In this conference we, your representa- 
tives, realized the serious responsibility 
resting unon us, not only to voice ade- 
quately the feeling of outraged indigna- 
tion on the part of the workers at the 
deprivation of their rights and liberties 
involved in the law as interpreted by 
recent court decision. but the even more 
important task of initiating and aiding 
in carrying toward a successful fulfil- 
ment the constructive and active work 
which shall deliver the workers from the 
present and impending danger and in- 
sure them the restoration of their rights 
and liberties and secure enjoyment in 
the future of the inallenable rights guar- 
anteed by our Const'tution. 

A large part of our deliberations was 
naturally devoted to a discussion of the 
Supreme Court’s action in annlying the 
Sherman anti-trust law to labor. 

All agreed upon the necessity of im- 
mediate congressional action If the seri- 
ous consequences and threatened dangers 
to labor and the wealth producers of our 
country are to be averted. 

The following amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law had alreadv been 
drawn up and agreed upon by the Execu- 
tive Council, acting with the legal ad- 
visors of the American Federation of 
Labor. This is designed to relleve labor 
from the harmful oneration of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law. which was never 
intended to apply to it: 

‘That nothing in said act (Sherman 
anti-trust law), or in this act, is in- 
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tended. nor shall any provision thereof 
hereafter be enforced so as to apply to 
Otganizations or associations: not for 
protit and without capital stock, nor to 
the members of such organizations or 
associations. 

“That nothing in said act (Sherman 
anti-trust law), or in this act, is in- 
tended, nor shall any provision thereof 
hereatter be enforced so as to apply to 
uny arrangements, agreements or com- 
binat.ons among persons engaged in agri- 
culture or horticulture made with a view 
of enhancing the price of their own agri- 
cultural or horticultural products.” 

This amendmert was carefully consid- 
ered in conference and met with enthusl- 
astic, hearty and unanimous approval. 

It was the unanimous feeling that some 
special sieps should be taken to impress 
upon Congress the necessity of prompt 
action upon the Sherman anti-trust law 
amendment and upon other important 
labor legislation now pending. namely: 

The bill to regulate and limit the issu- 
ance of injunctions—"Pearre bill.’’ 

Employers’ liability bill. 

The bill extending the application of 
the eight-hour law to all government 
employes, and those employed upon work 
for the government, whether by con- 
tractors or subcontractors. 

Your representatives prepared the pro- 
test whic ou will find accompanying 
this. and delivered the same to Speaker 
Cannon, of the House, and Vice-President 
Fairbanks, President of the Senate. 

As to the effect of our solemn protest 
representing the desires and needs of our 
fellow workers and their friends we can 
not at this time state, but we believe 
that Congress appreciates the gravity of 
the situation. In our protest we en- 
deavored, while preserving a courteous 
and dignified form of address, to make it 
entirely clear to Congress that organized 
labor is in no mood to be trifled with. 
It means business. We truly belfeve that 
in this protest we stated very conserva- 
tively to Congress the intense feeling of 
anxiety and apprehension which agitates 
the workers of the country and their 


sympathizers. 

Without doubt the presentation of la- 
dor’s protest by our accredited represen- 
tatives did much to convince the country 
at large that labor expects of Congress 
the relief which is within the power of 
the law-making department of govern- 
ment, and expects it from this session 
of the present Congress. 

The Supreme Court decision applying 
the Sherman law to labor makes the 
criscs an especially grave one, for under 
that decision every normal, peaceful and 
helpful activity of the workers. whether 
exercised individually or in association, 
may be construed as a ‘conspiracy’ or 
a combination In restraint of trade and 
commerce, and punished by fine and im- 

risonment, or th, and damages ma 

e Inflicted to the extent of each indi- 
vidual’s posacasions. 

Eve-v legitimate pressure must now be 
brought to bear upon Congress in the 
effort to secure the passage of our 
amendment to the Sherman law. 

Hold mass meetings In every olty and 
town In the United States on the even- 
ing of the third Sunday or Monday in 
April. 1%h or Mth, and at that meeting 
voice fully and unmistakably labor's pro- 


test against the Supreme -Court decision, 
which strips labor of the rights and lib- 
erties which we had supposed were guar- 
anteed by the Constitution. Resolutions 
should be adopted urging upon the pres- 
ent Congress the passage of the amend- 
ment to the Sherman iaw and warning 
Congress that it will be held responsible 
for failure to enact such legislation. 
Labor should spare no activity to im- 
press upon Congress its insistent demand 
or the passage of this amendment. 

in addition to the holding of the mass 
meeting of April 19 or 20, and on such 
other dates as may be fixed in future, 
and the forwarding of resolutions ex- 
pressing labor’s protest and determina- 
tion, every member of organized labor 
should write a personal letter to the 
Congressman of his district and to the 
two United States Senators of his state, 
insisting that they use their efforts and 
cast their vote for the passage of our 
umendment to the Sherman law and 
other legislation mentioned in labor’s 
protest, and warning them that labor 
and its friends will hold them responsl- 
ble. That labor proposes to be represent- 
ed in Congress by men who will do Jus- 
tice to the workers and all the people; 
that it proposes to exercise every pelit- 
ical and industrial activity to this end; 
that upon the record of this Congress 
will be based the workers’ decision as to 
a candidate's future desirability as a 
member of Congress. 

Get every friend of labor to write a 
personal letter of this character. Let it 
brief, but to the point, and keep a rec- 

ord of the resolutions and letters for- 
warded. 


We hope most earnestly for the pass- 
age of the measures we have urged, but 
should Congress fail to do its duty we 


will, by following this method, be able 
to place the responsibility upon those 
who have failed to do justice to labor 
when it lay within thelr power. 

We deem it essential for the success- 
ful accomplishment of the plan set forth 
in the foregoing that local unions, city, 
central and state federations follow 
closely the line of action outlined by this 
conference and such further pians as 
may be promulgated by the xecutive 
Council or by future conferences, so that 
our strength and influence may not be 
frittered away by different lines of ac- 

on. 

We have appealed to Congress for the 
necessary relief we deem essential to 
safeguar the interests and rights of the 
oilers. 

We now call upon the workers of our 
common country to stand faithfully by 
our friends, oppose and defeat our ene- 
mies, whether they be candidates for 
President, for Congress. or other offices, 
whether executive, legislative or judi- 
cial. 

Each candidate should be questioned 
and pledged as to his attitude upon all 
subjects of importance to the tollers, 
whether in factory, farm, field, shop or 
mine. 

We again renew and hereby declare our 
complete and abiding falth in the trade 
unfon movement to successfully accom- 
plish the amelioration of economic con- 
ditions befitting all of our people. The 
historical ast of our movement, its 
splendid achievements in labor's behalf. 
und magnificent present standing, war- 
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rants the assertion and justifies our pre- 
diction for its future success. 

we the representatives of the national 
and international trade unions and farm- 
ers’ organizations, represented in this 
conference, call upon the Executive 
Council and upon ali labor to use every 

ssible legitimate effort to secure for 

e workers their inalienable liberties 
and their proper recognition as a vital 

rtion of the fabric of our civilization. 

e pledge ourselves to use every lawful 
and honorable effort to carry out the pol- 
icy agreed upon at this conference. e 
pledge our industrial, political, financial 
and moral support to our own members 
and to our friends wherever found, not 
only for the present time, but for the 
continuous effort which may be neces- 
sary for success. We pledge ourselves 
to carry on this work until every indus- 
trial and political activity of the work- 
ers is guaranteed its permanent place 
and usefulness in the progress of oür 
country. 

Let labor not falter for one instant: 
the most grave and momentous crisis 
ever faced by the wageworkers of our 
country is now upon us. 

Our industrial rights have been shorn 
from us and our liberties are threat- 
ened. 

It rests with each of us to make the 
most earnest, impressive and law-abid- 
ing effort that lies within our power to 
restore these liberties and safeguard our 
rights for the future if we are to save 
the workers and mayhap even the na- 
tion itself from threatened disaster. 

This is not a time for idle fear. 

Let every man be up and doing. Ac- 
tion consistent, action persistent, action 
insistent is the watchword. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS AND 
FARMERS’ ORGANIZATIONS WHO 
ENDORSED AND SIGNED THE 
ABOVE PROTEST. 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, President. 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President. 
JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice-Presi- 


dent. 

JAMES O'CONNELL, Third Vice-Presi- 
ent. 

MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-President. 





D. A. HAYES, Fifth Vice-President. 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, Sixth Vice-Presi- 
en 


WM. D. HUBER, Seventh Vice-Presi- 


ent. 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE, Eighth Vice- 
President. 

FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 

JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 
Executive Council, American Federation 


of Labor. 

GEORGE L. BERRY, NORMAN C. 
SPRAGUE, International Printing 
Pressmen’s Union. 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE, JOHN P. 
FREY, Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America. 

G. M. HUDDLESTON, International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union. 

RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG, ° Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ International 

nion. 


. JOSEPH N. 


CHARLES R. ATHERTON, A. B 
GROUT, Metal Polishers, Buffers, Plat- 
ers and Brass Workers’ Union. 

JERE L. SULLIVAN, J. F. McCARTHY, 
T. J. SULLIVAN, Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes’ Internatidnal Alliance. 

W. R. FAIRLEY, THOMAS HAGGER- 
TY, United Mine Workers of America. 

JAS. F. SPEIRS, THOS. C. NOLAN, 
WM. GRANT, Brotherhood of Boller- 
makers and Iron Shipbuilders. 

F. J. KELLY, International Photo-En- 
gravers’ Union. 

WM. D. HUBER, JAMES KIRBY, GEO. 
G. GRIFFIN, JOS. REILLY, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters dnd Joiners. 
. W. PERKINS, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
THOS. F. TRACY, L. B. KUHN, Cigar- 
makers’ Internationa] Union. 

J. T. CAREY, International Brotherhood 
of Papermakers of North America. 

JNO. F. BREEN, Hodcarriers and Bulld- 
ing Laborers’ International Union. 

M MORRIS, J. A. ANDERSON, HER- 
MAN ROBINSON, D. F. MANNING, 
Retail Clerks’ International Protective 
Association. 

JNO. F. TOBIN, JNO. P. MURPHY, Boot. 
and Shoe Workers’ Union. 

WM. SILVER, Granite Cutters’ Interna- 
tional Association. 

J. C. BALHORN, THOS. McGILTON, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America. 

CHAS. C. BRADLEY, E. E. DESMOND, 
American Wire Weavers’ Protective As- 
sociation. 

JNO. A. DYCHE, International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Unton. 

WM. J. SPENCER, United Association 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, 
and Steam Fitters’ Helpers. 

WEBER, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

T. L. MAHAN, ED. L. SCHRACK, Inter- 
national Plate Printers. 

JOHN MANNING, Shirt Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union. 

WM. H. FRAZIER, V. A. OLANDER, 

FREDERICK BENSON, International 
Seamen’s Union. 

A. McANDREWS, E. LEWIS EVANS, 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union. 

W. F. COSTELLO, H. T. ROGERS, In- 
ternational Steam and Hot Water Fit- 
ters’ and Helpers’ Union. 

JAMES O'CONNELL, ARTHUR E. HOL- 
DER, A. McGILRAY, International As- 
sociation of Machinists. 

M. O’'SULLIVAN, THOMAS F. RYAN, 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers’ In- 
ternational Alliance. 

J. E. PRITCHARD, International Pavers 
and Rammermen. 


THOMAS T. MAHER. Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers’ International 
Alliance. 

J. L. FEENEY, J. B. EPSEY, M. J. 


KELLY. International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders. 

C. M. BENNETT, O. D. PAULEY, Amer- 
ican Society of: Equity. 

TIMOTHY HEALY. N. A. JAMES, F. M. 
NOURSE. International Brotherhood of 
Stationarv Firemen. 

REZIN ORR. W. D. MATION. Amalga- 
—3 Street and Electric Railway Em- 

yes. j 


’ 
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JOHN A. MOFFITT, MARTIN LAWLOR, 
United Hatters of North America. 

J. W. KLINE, H. G. POULESLAND, J. 
M. COX, International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers. 

F. M. RYAN, Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association. 

WM. J. BARRY, Pilots’ Association. 

W. W. BEATTIE, WESLEY RUSSELL, 
PERCY THOMAS, Commercial Teleg- 
raphers’ International Union of Amer- 


ica. 

A. B. LOWE, J. B. DAVENPORT, A. B. 
WILSON, International Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employes. 

M. J. SHEA, JAMES J. FREEL, Inter- 
national Stereotypers and Electroty- 
pers’ Union. 

JAMES L. GERNON, JAMES WILSON, 
Patternmakers’ League of North Amer- 


ica. 

J. M. McELROY, Brushmakers’ Interna- 
national Union. 

T. A. RICKERT, B. A. LARGER, United 
Garment Workers of America. 

M. ZUCKERMAN, H. HINDER, United 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America. 

H. P. PERHAM, A. T. McDANIEL, W. 
J. GREGORY, J. H. WILLIAMS, Order 
of Railroad Telegraphers. 

T. J. DUFFY, FRANK H. HUTCHENS, 
ED. MENGE, International Brother- 
hood of Operative Potters. 

FRANK L. RONEMUS, Brotherhood of 
Railway Car Men of America. 

LOUIS KEMPER, A. J. KUGLER, WM. 
HELLMUTH, International Union of 
Brewery Workers of America. 

T. C. PARSONS, GEORGE G. SEIBOLD, 
International Typographical Union. 

D. A. HAYES, WILLIAM LAUNER, 
JAMES J. DUNN, F. H. WILLIAMS, 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 

JAMES F. McHUGH, Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Association. 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, THOMAS GALLA- 
GHER, International Longshoremen’s 
Association. 

J. J. FLYNN, P. J. FLANNERY, Inter- 
for Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 
men’s U'nion. 

W. J. McSORLEY, R. V. BRANDT, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

P. J. McARDLE, JOHN WILLIAMS, 
Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers. 

JACOB FISCHER, FRANK K. NOS- 
CHANG, Journeymen Barbers’ Interna- 
tional Union. 

JOHN GOLDEN, ALBERT HIBBERT, 
United Textile Workers of America. 
DANIEL J. TOBIN, International Broth- 

erhood of Teamsters. 

MATT COMERFORD, JAMES J. Mc- 
CRACKEN, International Union of 
Steam Engineers. 

F. A. DIDSBURY, Pocketknife-Blade 


Grinders’ and Finishers’ National 
Union. 

EDWARD W. POTTER. HOMER D. 
CALL, H. L. EICHELBERGER, A. L. 


WEBB, Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workers of North Amer- 
{ca. 

FRANK GEHRING, Lithographers’ In- 
ternational Protective and Beneficial 
Association. 


J. F. MURPHY, International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. 

JOHN H. BRINKMAN, Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union. 

P. F. RICHARDSON, International Car 
Workers. 

JOHN WEBER, Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union. 

JAMES H. HATCH, Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union. 


The protest to Congress was presented 
to the presiding officer of the Senate and 
the speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives. The address to workers was dis- 
tributed throughout the country. Mass 
meetings were held by the workers in 
nearly every city and town in the United 
States. Resolutions were literally poured 
in „upon Congress demanding legislative 
rellef from these wrongs before adjourn- 
ment. 

Congress adjourned without passing 
any measures according the relief de- 
manded, and to which the tollers were 
entitled. We held a meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council and decided upon hold- 
ing meetings at Chicago and Denver for 
the transaction of business which came 
before it, and for the purpose of urging 
the Republican and Democratic conven- 
tions, respectively, to adopt as part of 
their platforms the relief which labor 
asked. These are embodied in the fol- 
lowing: 


We therefore pledge the ........ .. party 
to the enactment of a law by Congress 
guaranteeing to the wage-earners, agri- 
culturists and horticulturists of our coun- 
try the right of organized effort to the 
end that such apsociations or their mem- 
bers shall not be regarded as illegal com- 
binations in restraint of trade. 

We n»ledgo ourselves to the enactment 
of a law to prohibit the igsuance of in- 
junctions in cases arising out of labor 
disputes, whken such Injunctions would 
not apply when no labor disputes ex- 
isted; and that in no case shall an in- 
junction be issued when there exists a 
remedy by the ordinary process of law, 
and which act shall provide that in the 
procedure for the punishment of con- 
tempt of court, the party cited for con- 
tempt shall. when such contempt was 
net committed in the presence of the 
court. be entitled to a trial by jury. 

We pledge the ........... party to the 
enactment of an amendment extending 
the existing eight-hour law to all govern- 
ment employes, and to all workers, 
whether employed by contractors or sub- 
contractors, doing work for or on behalf 
of the federal government. 

We pledge the .......... .. party to the 
enactment of a law by Congress, as far 
as the federal jurisdiction extends, for a 
general employers’ liability act for injury 
to body or loss of life of employes. 

We pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of a law, to the extent of fed- 
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eral jurisdiction, granting women’s suf- 

e, and to submit a constitutional 
amendment for ratification to the states 
for the absolute suffrage of women, co- 

ual with men. 

e pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of a law creating a Degart- 
ment of Labor, separate from any e3lst- 
ing department, with a secretary at its 
head having a seat in the President's 
cabinet. 

We pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of a law for the creation cf a 
federal bureau of mines and mining, pre- 
ferably under the proposed Department 
of Labor, and the appropriation of suffi- 
cient funds to thoroughly Investigate the 
cause of mine disasters, so that laws 
and regulations may be recommended 
and enacted which will prevent the ter- 
rible maiming and loss of life in the 
mines. 

We pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of a law for the establish- 
ment of United States government postal 
savings banks. 


These were presented to the two party 
conventions in identical form. 

The Republican party convention 
adopted a plank as follows: 


“The Republican party will uphold at 
all times the authority and integrity of 
the courts, state and federal, and will 
ever insist that their powers to enforce 
their process and to protect life, liberty 
and property shall be preserved inviolate. 
We believe, .however, that the rules of 
procedure in the federal courts with re- 
spect to the issuance of the writ of in- 
junction shculd be more accurately de- 
fined by statute, and that no injunction 
or temporary restraining order should 
be issued without notice, except where 
irreparable injury would result from de- 
lay, in which case a speedy hearing 
thereafter shculd be granted.” 


The Democratic party convention at 
Denver adopted a plank as follows: 


The courts of justice are the bulwark 
ef our liberties, and we yield to none in 
our purpose to maintain their dignity. 
Our party has given to the bench a long 
line of distinguished judges who have 
added to the respect and confidence in 
which this department must be jealously 
maintained. e resent the attempt of 
the Republican party to raise a false is- 
sue respecting the judiciary. It is an 
unjust reflection upon a great body of 
our citizens to assume that they lack re- 
spect for the courts. 

It Ja the function of the courts to in- 
terpret the laws which the people create, 
and if the laws appear to work economic. 
social or political injustice it is our duty 
to change them. he only basis upon 
which the integrity of our courts can 
stand is that of unswerving justice and 
protection of life, personal liberty and 


property. If judicial processes may be 
ab we should guard them against 
abuse. 


Experience has proven the necessity of 
a modification of the present law relat- 
ing to injunctions, and we reiterate the 


pledge of our national platforms of 18% 
and 1904 in favor of the measure which 

ssed the United States Senate in 1896, 
ut which a Republican Congress has 
ever since refused to enact, relating to 
contempts in federal courts and provid- 
ing for trial by jury in case of indirect 
contempt. 

Questions of judicial practice have 
arisen, especially in connection with in- 


dustrial disputes. We deem that the 
parties to all judicial proceedin 3 should 
y, an 


be treated with rigid imparti 
that injunctions ould not be issued 
in any cases in which injunctions would 
not issue if ‘no industrial disputes were 
involved. 

Tne expanding organization of industry 
makes it esgential that there should be 
no abridgment of the right of wage- 
earners and producers to organize for 
the protection of wages and the improve- 
ment of labor conditions to the end that 
such labor organizations and their mem- 
bers should not be regarded as illegal 
combinations in restraint of trade. 

We favor the eight-hour day on all 
government work. 

We pledge the Democratic party to the 
enactment of a law by Congress, as far 
as the federal] jurisdiction extends, for a 
general employers’ liability act covering 
injury to body or loss of life of em- 
ployes. 

We pledge the Democratic party to the 
enactment of a law creating a Depart- 
ment of Labor. represented separately in 
the President's cabinet, which Department 
shall include the supject of mines and 
mining.”’ 


At our Chicago meeting the report of 
the Legislative Committee was consid- 
ered and approved, and both for your in- 
formation as well as its historic impor- 
tance, we submit it to you here. It is 
as follows: 


REPORT OF LEGISUATIVE COMMIT- 


The American Federation of Labor 
Anti-Injunction Bill, H. R. 94, was intro- 
duced by Mr, Pearre, of Maryland, on 
the first day of the recent session of 
Congress. From time to time other so- 
called anti-injunction bills have been in- 
troduced by various members of Con- 
gress, none of which, however, contained 
any provisions favorable to labor; conse- 
quently they did not recei e the approval 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

All of these anti-injunction measures 
were referred to the House committee on 
Judiciary, of which the Hon. John J. 
Jenkins, of Wisconsin, is chairman. This 
gentleman. on many occasions, in per- 
sonal conversation, attempted to make it 
appear that he was friendly to our in- 
terests, but everv act of his as chairman 
of the House judiciary committee proved 
the contrary. Early in the session Chair- 
man Jenkins divided the committee into 
a number of subcommittees. of one of 
which he made that notorlous enemy of 
organized labor. Congressman Littlefield, 
of Maine. chairman. On numerous occa- 
sions, both on the floor of the House of 
Representatives and in public functions 
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which he has addressed at various places, 
Congressman Littlefield expressed his 
hostility, not only to our anti-injunction 
bill, but to labor in general. On one 
occasion he is reported as saying that 
he had the American Federation of 
Labor’s Anti-Injunction Bill in his pocket, 
and that he intended to keep it there. 
Mr. Littlefield has never denied these 
reported public utterances nor complained 
that the statements were incorrect. 


Notwithstanding his well-known hostil- 
ity to labor and to its demands for relief 
from the abuse of the writ of injunction 
in labor disputes by the cqurts, our bill, 
towether with the others that were intro- 
duced on this subject. were referred to 
the subcommittee of which he was made 
chairman. 


The arguments presented to the sub- 
committee in the hearings on the Pearre 
anti-injunction bill are in print and can 
be obtained upon application to the vari- 
ous members of Congress. 


Following the decision rendered by the 
United States Supreme Court In the Hat- 
ters’ case, the situation being a grave and 
dangerous one, a conference of the repre- 
sentatives of organized labor was called 
In Washington, and after a two days 
session documents were drafted and pre- 
sented to Congress which stated clearly 
and definitely Iabor’a position on the 
following measures, viz.: 

The Wilson Amendment to the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Law, H. R. X68. 

The Pearre Anti-Injunction Bill H. R. 


4. 

The bill extending the operation of the 
eight-hour law to contractors and sub- 
contractors, and a 

Clearly defined General 
Liabilitv Law. 

This declaration was submitted to state 
federations of labor, central labor unions, 
local aMfiliated unions, and all the local 
untons affiliated with the national and 
international unions In the United States, 
together with a request that meetings 
be held upon April 19 and 2. and that 
the unions and their members end friends 
petition their Senators and Congressmen, 
asking for the enactment of this legis- 
lation before the adjournment of the first 
session of the present Congress. 

These meetings were held generally all 
over the country on the dates above men- 
tioned. and shortly afterwards petitions 
began to pour in to the Senators and Con- 

essmen, asking that they give their 
nfluence and their vote for the legisla- 
tion desired. At firat little or no atten- 
tion was paid to these petitions by many 
members of Congress, but as time went 
on the thousands and thousands of petl- 
tions that were being received brought 
forcibly to their attention the necessity 
of some favorable action. 


At the same time. the leeislative com- 
mittee. being enlarged by the addition of 
five members, a rystematic canvass was 
made of the entire membership of the 
House that could be reached, asking them 
to clearly and specifically declare them- 
selves either for or against the pending 
legislation. An effort was made to reach 
every member of Congreee who was in 
the city. or who was not ill, with the re- 
sult that over 90 members declared them- 
selves as being itn favor of the legislation 


Employers’ 


asked for and pledged themselves to vote 
for these bilis. 

While a majority of the members of 
the House ot the dominant party had 
promised to vote tor our bills, when the 
were given the upportunity in a Republi- 
can caucus or conference to vote our 
bills out of the hands of the committee, 
they failed to do so, and thereby con- 
vinced your committee that they were 
not sincere In the promises given. 

It being evident that "the powers that 
be,’ viz., Speaker Cannon, Representa- 
tives Daizell of Pennsylvania and Sher- 
man of New York, who constitute the 
Repubiican members of the House com- 
mittee on rules, and Representative 
Payne of New York, the floor leader of 
the majority, and others, controlled the 
legislative programme, and, in order to 
compel them to commit themselves, an 
effort was made by Representative il- 
liams, the floor leader of the minority, 
an epresentative De Armond of Mis- 
sourl, the Democratic members of the 
House committee on rules, to force some 
action. Representative Williams made 
several demands upon the House for the 
immediate passage of certain measures, 
among which were included an insistent 
demand for an anti-injunction bill, but 
all to no avall, the majority members 
were stubborn and would not be per- 
suaded. 

Under the ordinary rule of the House 
of Representatives, the first and third 
Mondays of the month were known as 
‘suspension days,’ when bills could be 
called up under a suspension of the rules 
and passed by a two-thirds vote. To 
offset the efforts that were made to bring 
about the passage of our bills and other 
legislation, the majority members of the 
rules committee, as above named, re 

rted the following amendment to the 

ouse rules: 

**Resolved, That during the remainder 
of this session rule 28 should be, and 
hereby is, modified in the following par- 
ticulars: . 

“First. The use of the motion shall not 
be restricted to the first and third Mon- 
davs of the month. 

“Second. The vote on agreeing to the 
motion shall in all cases be by majority 
instead of by two-thirds; thereby giving 
the Republican membership in Congress 
the advantage of passing any measure 
by a majority instead of by a two-thirds 
vote. 

In discussing this rule, Representative 
Sherman of New York said boastingly: 
“I tried to make clear the other y, 
Mr. Speaker. and I repeat now, that the 
Republican majority is anxious that the 
country should know that we are re- 
sponsible for both what is and what is 
not done. I tried to make it clear the 
other dav that the Republican party in 
this House, as well as the Republican 
arty in the United States. Is not seek- 
ng to avold responsibility but accepts 
full responsibility for all that fs done, as 
well as for all that Is not done.” Simi- 
lar statements were frenuentiy made 
with great gusto bv Representative 
Payne. and on ench ocension these state- 
ments were received with great applause 
by the Republicans of the House. 

Some of the Republican members real- 
izing that It was necessary that some ac- 
tion be taken. particularly on the subject 
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of an anti-injunction bill, caused a peti- 
tion to be cırculated, asking for a con- 
ference of the Kepublican members. to 
discuss various measures that had been 
introauced. 

This action was taken after the Repub- 
lican members of the House had been 
personally informed by the legislative 
committee of the American Federation of 
Labor that a "vote to adjourn would be 
considered a vote against labor's meas- 
ures.’ Official notification to this effect 
was also given in a communication to the 
Hon. Charles H. Brumm of Pennsylva- 
nia. That communication was published 
in full in the June issue of the American 
Fede, ationist. 

The first of these conferences was held 
on Wednesday evening, May 2, and was 
over three hours in duration. Any action 
was bitterly opposed by Representatives 
Littlefield of Maine, Jenkins of Wiscon- 
sin and Parker of New Jersey, all three 
of whom are prominent Republican mem- 
bers of the ouse judiciary committee, 
to which these bills were referred. Con- 
siderable of the time of that session of 
the conference was taken up in a de- 
nunciation of the American Federation 
of Labor and its executive officers by Mr. 
Littlefield. The next meeting was held 
on Thursday, May 21, and lasted for a 
longer period of time. Notwithstanding 
that an effort was made to have some 
action taken on some of the bills re- 
ferring to injunctions, this conference 
determined by a decisive vote not to 
give labor any legislation whatsoever, and 
the conference adjourned sine die on mo- 
tion of Representative Sherman of New 
York. Much of the time of this confer- 
ence was taken up by Speaker Cannon 
in making a personal attack upon the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor for his advocacy of the Pearre 
anti-injunction bill. 

It may be interesting to note that the 
day prior to the calling of this first con- 
ference that the Senate ‘‘steering com- 
mittee’’ served notice upon the House 
leaders that they would ‘stand’ for no 
more ‘'bluff” legislation, and that if the 
House decided to pass an anti-injunction 
bill that the Senate would take its own 
good time in considering it, thus com- 
pelling Congress to remain in session. 

It is important that a brief explanation 
of this ‘‘order’ served by the Senate 
“steering committee’’ be made. Often- 
time the House, in order to get rid of 
legislation which to it was undesirable, 
and not leave the members open for crit- 
iclsm, would pass certain measures with 
the idea in view that they would quietly 
sleep in the committee room of the Sen- 
ate and no further action be taken. This 
procedure gave the members of the 

ouse an opportunity to “square” them- 
selves with their constituents by point- 
ing to the fact that they had voted for 
the legislation desired, but that the mat- 
ter had died in the Senate and they were 
not responsible. It is very evident that 
the Republican leaders in the Senate had 
become tired of such methods and pro- 
posed to make the House share the re- 
sponsibility for non-action on its part. 

That it was not the intention of the 
majority of the Senate to pass any anti- 
injunction legislation was demonstrated 
by a question of Senator Culberson of 

exas, the leader of the Democrats in 


the Senate, to Senator Aldrich of Rhode 
lsiand, the leader of the Hepublicans in 
ine Senate, in whicn he was asxea if he 
could give any information as to the 
probability of passing al tnıs session tne 
anti-injunction bill, to which senator 
Aldricn replied in part: "nat unless tne 
Senate is willing to stay here for fuunıns 
ı find (and 1 say I am only expressing 
my own individual opinion) it would be 
impossible at tnis session to pass an act 
ot tnat xınd.”’ ‘she action of tue mouse 
conference in adjourning witnout any ac- 
tion being taken as to this measure, the 
reported announcement of tne Senate 
“steering Committee,’ together with tne 
answer of senator Aldr.cn, all go to 
prove that it was not and never was the 
intention of those who are "respunsiple 
for legislation or lack of ıegisiauon’ in 
the first session of tue wth Congiess to 
give any remedial reief to the tus from 
which labor sulters. 


The Wilson bill, H. R. 2084, which calls 
for an amendment to the Sherman anti- 
trus® act, was referied to tne House ju- 
diciary committee, and was in turn re- 
ferred by Chairman Jenkins to subcom- 
mittee No. 7, consisting of Representa- 
tives Bannon of Ohio, Malby of New 
York and De Armond of Missouri. Not- 
withstanding the fact that many efforts 
were made on the part of the legislative 
committee to have Mr. Bannon cail his 
subcommittee together for the purpose 
of taking action upon this measure, he 
refused to call the committee together 
at any time during the session of the 
60th Congress just closed. Believing that 
it might be well to have the organiza- 
tions of labor in the district in Ohio 
which Mr. Bannon represented know of 
his refusal, and as the primaries for re- 
nominations were about to take place in 
his district, labor and its frien were 
communicated with. Suffice it to say 
thst in the primaries Mr. Bannon was 
defeated for renomination. 


It is advisable to briefly review the ac- 
tion of Congress and its treatment of im- 
ortant labor measures that have been 
ntroduced in the various Congresses dur- 
ing the past number of years in which 
the dominant party has been in power 
and in a position to ant the desired 
legislation. In 1900 a bill was introduced 
known as H. R. 10639; it was intended 
as an amendment to the Sherman anti- 
trust act. During its consideration by 
the House committee on judiciary, rep- 
resentatives of the American Federation 
of Labor requested the committee to in- 
clude this amendment: “Nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to apply to 
trade unions or other labor organizations, 
organized for the purpose of regulating 
wages, hours of labor, or other condi- 
tions under which labor is to be per- 
formed.’ 


The committee declined to accept this 
amendment, Dut when the bill was re- 
ported to the House this amendment was 
offered on the fioor by a minority mem- 
ber, and upon a record vote of 259 in 
favor and 9 against* the amendment was 
forced upon the House and passed, only 


*Among the nine members of the 
House who voted against this amend- 
ment were Joseph G. Cannon and Chas. 
E. Littlefield.—Editor. 
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to die In the pigeon holes of the Senate 
judiciary committee. 

The history of the eight-hour bill has 
been almost the same, passed by the 
House in several Congresses, but failed 
to receive any consideration upon the 
part of the Senate. 

On one occasion, instead of pursul 
the policy of passing the elght-hour bi 
and sending it to the Senate, believing 
it would meet the same fate as in former 

ears. the majority members of the 

ouse committee on labor referred the 
bill to the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, together with a list of unintelli- 
gent and unanswerable questions. 

This was done for the purpose of delay 
and eventually Killing the bill in that 
Congress, and that purpose was accom- 
plished. 

To again demonstrate hostility to labor, 
the eight-hour bill was referred by a 
strict partisan vote of the House com- 
mittee on labor to a subcommittee. Ex- 
tended hearings were held on it; the 
identical interests that represented the 
steel trust, the shipbullding trust and 
the manufacturers’ association in oppo- 
sition to this measure in former years 
were again in evidence. On several oc- 
casions the time had been set for the 
closing of hearings, but was extended 
upon the request of the attorneys repre- 
senting ‘‘the interests’”” and the manufac- 
turers’ association. When the hearings 
were finally closed on this measure and 
the subcommittee reported to the full 
committee, rotract discussions took 
place. Finally, every member of the 
committee being present and by a strict 
party vote, the Republican members of 
the committee vot to refer the bill to 
a commission of three lawyers for them 
to pass upon Its constitutionality. De- 
termined efforts were made by Repre- 
sentatives Nicholls, Hughes, Rainey, 
Rauch and Smith to have this commis- 
sinn instructed to report within a spe- 
cific time, before adjournment of Con- 
gress. but every motion of this kind was 
voted down by the Republican mem 
of the committee, and up to the time of 
adjournment of Congress no action had 
been taken by this special commission. 

The Convict Labor Bill! which was 
passed by the House in the 59th Congress 
never received any consideration at the 
hands of the Benate. 

The bi introduced in the present Con- 
gress by Representative Kimball is 
identically the same bill as that Intro- 
duced by ex Representative Hunt, for- 
merly president of the Soft Stone Cut- 
ters’ International Union of America. 
Extended hearings were given on this 
measure tefore a subcommittee of the 
House committee on labor. In former 
sessions of Congress there was little or 
no opposition to this bill: however, in 
this session of Congress the Prison 
Wardens’ Association was represented, 
together with one or two so-called crim- 
inologistsa. who argued against the pass- 
age of this humane measure. 

The subcommittee reported this bill 
back to the full committee, but after 
several meetirgs the full comm'ttee re- 
fused to report the bil] out favorably to 
the House during the session just closed. 

But now s new way has been devised 
to block labor legislation for fear that 


some favorable action might be taken 
by the Senats on the measures which we 
are asking for, and to prevent this, the 
new method which is pursued by Speaker 
Cannon in the appointment of his com- 
mittees is to pack’ the committees 
against us, deliberately removing mem- 
bers from committees who are favorable 
to our interesis, as was the case of Rep- 
resentative Pearre,a Republican who was 
a member of the judiciary committee in 
the 658th and 59th Congress; he intro- 
duced our anti-junction bill in the 69th 
Congress denpito the protest of the lead- 
ers of the Republicans and because of 
his friendliness to labor failed to be re- 
appointed on the judiciary committee by 
Speaker Cannon. 

The Republican party has been in abso- 
lute control of both branches of Congress 
for a number of years and it has, during 
all these years, refused to pase legisia- 
tion such as is asked for by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and its friends, 
and it has refused to restore the right 
to labor which have been taken awa 
from it by the perversion of the writ 
of ıujunction in its application to labor’s 
disputes, as well as by the recent de- 
cisions of our courts. bor has been 
tolerant and patient in asking Congress 
for adequate labor legislation, but it has 
been | bitterly opposed and persistently re- 

sted. 

With an unscrupulous speaker of the 
House bitterly opposed to labor and its 
every interest, with a set of rules which 
are the most arbitrary the world has 
ever known to back him up, and for 
which the Republican members of the 
House are responsible, and with the 
large number of members who, for fa- 
vors received and about to be received, 
and with the opportunities that the 
speaker has for punishing those who an- 
tagonize him, or vote contrary to his 
interests, it seems that so far as the 
House of Representatives is concerned, 
at least, that the spirit of representative 
government and of the Constitution has 

en entirely swept aside and by a con- 
tinuance in power of these men, who, in 
the last analysis, represent only ‘the 
Interests,’ there is no hope of any re 
lief in the near future at their hands. 
Opportunities have been presented to 
Congress time and time again to afford 
relief to labor and it has refused to 
grant it 

Labor for years has been patient and 
hopeful. Hopeful that some relief might 
be forthcoming from the unfair and un- 
just conditions that surround it. The 
toilers have looked to Congress for this 
relief, but they have looked in vain. 

We feel that the working people and 
our friends acted wisely and well when 
they in mass meetings all over the coun- 


try adopted the following resolutions 
w ich we embody as part of our re 
port: 


Resolved, That the working people and 
their friends in meeting assembled Mmsist 
that the Con s of the United States 
cease its indifference or hostility and en- 
act the legisiation in these resolutions 
get forth, so that we may exercise our 
fullest normal, natural and industrial 
rights. and to attain them we will ex- 
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ercise our industrial and political power; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon the Con- 
gress now in session to enact before ad- 
journment the amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law known ag the Wil- 
eon Bill H. R. No. 20584; and be it fur- 

er 

Resolved, That we call upon the pres- 
ent session of the present Congress to 
enact the Pearre Bill H. R. 94, to so de- 
fine the injunction power and restrain 
ite abuse that neither directly nor indi- 
rectly shall there be held to be any 
property or property right In the labor 
power of any person; and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon Congress 
at this session to enact an adequate, 
just and clearly defined general employ- 
ers’ liability law; and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon this ses- 
sion of Congress to enact Labor’s eight- 
hour bill for the extension of the present 
eight-hour law to all government em- 
ployes and to all employes engaged 
upon work done for the government, 
whether by contractors or subcontract- 
ors; and be it further 

Resolved, That we hereby declare our 
determination to hold eac and every 
representative and senator strictly ac- 
countable upon his record upon these 
measures during the present session of 
the present Congress; and be it further 

Resolved, That we stand unqualifiedly 
committed to the measures and the con- 
gressional relief set forth in these pre- 
ambles and resolutions and the griev- 
ances set forth in the protest to Con- 
gress published tn the Congressional Rec- 
ord, and the plan of campaign outlined 
in the address to workers, prepared and 

resented by the great labor conference, 

ld at Washington, D. C., under the 
auspices of the American Federation of 
Labor. And we pledge ourselves indi- 
vidually and collectively to the exercise 
of our fullest political and industrial 
activities now, and in the future, to the 
end that we may aid in the election of 
such candidates for— 

President of the United States; 

Representatives or senators in Con- 
gress; 

And such other executive, legislative, or 
judicial candidates for office as will sufe- 

ard and protect the common interests 
of the wage-workers, as well as the peo- 

le of our common country; and he it 
nally 

Resolved, That the toilers and their 
friends, fully aroused will not be lulled 
into a fancied or false security by prom- 

however plausible, protestations, 
however masked by friendship, and that 
we call upon all our fellow workers, our 
friends, sympathizers. and enlightened 
public citizens generally, without regard 
to party affillations, to 

STAND ey OUR FRIENDS AND 
ELE THEM: 

OPPOSE THE INDIFFERENT AND 
HOSTILE TO OUR CAUSE AND DE- 
FEAT THEM. 

In this movement for our common pro- 
tection we are moved by a high sense 
of duty and a profoundly conscientious 
purpose to serve, not only the workers of 
our time, but all the people of our great 
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country for their industri political, 
social and moral progress and uplift. 

We believe that the time has now ar- 
rived when the working people of our 
country and thelr friends should arouse 
themselves from the lethargy that has 
surrounded them for years, and place the 
responsibility for the lack of remedial 
legislation where it rightfully belongs. 

hey should be alive to their interests, 
desert party afflliations where such affili- 
ations are opposed to them. They should 
stand by their friends and elect them, 
oppose the indifferent and hostile to their 
interests and defeat them. 

The time for such action is near at 
hand and it behooves our members and 
friends to prepare themselves for the 
coming conflict so that we may have re- 
stored to us the rights, the liberty. and 
freedom which have slowly, insidiously, 
but surely been taken from us in the 
past. ‘Those who would be free must 
themselves strike the blow,”’ and our duty 
now, and in the immediate future should 
be in the direction of organizing our 
forces solidly and effectively, so that 
when the blow is struck It will be with 
such telling effect tLat it will be heard 
around the world. 

It must be borne in mind that in ar- 
ralgning men or a party. it is not done 
in a partisan sense, but solely with the 
Intent of recording cold, unvarnished 
acts. 

It is hoped that the truths here re- 
ported will convince the workers of our 
country how much more influential they 
can be if they will cast aside political 
partisan domination and use their ballot 
at all times to protect their rights and 
promote thelr welfare, always remember- 
ing to place their own people on guard 
whenever the opportunity affords. 

Those responsible for the failure of leg- 
Islation by Congress to afford substantial 
relief to the toile-« will exercise all of 
their genjus and sophistry in the coming 
campaign to ‘point with pride’” to the 
employers’ llability law they passed to 
protect employes engaged in the trans- 
portation of interstate commerce—bdy rall- 
road only—but they will not make any 
explanation why thev did not extend the 
provisions of this act to cover all em- 
ployes engaged in interstate commerce, 
including those on the rivers, lakes, 
canals and harbors, thus leavine the act 
open again in a vulnerable way to be 
declared unconstitutional as clas« legis- 
ation. 

They will exhaust the Engl'sh language 
in appropriating fulsome flatterv for the 
party because It tardily naseed @ child 
labor law for the District of Columbia 
where little or no industry prevails. but 
they will be as silent as the tomb if 
asked how that poor little law can be 
enforced because of the fallure to appro- 
priate any money for child labor in- 
spectors. 

They will strain every effort to beguile 
the people because Congress beerudgingly 
passed a makeshift of a law giving gov- 
ernment employes engaged in hazardous 
occupations some semblance of rellef in 
case of injury or death. This act was 
fairly wrung from the @th Con s in 
that ‘labo pai tht ote * 

some abor campaign under” 
might be manufactured. 
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Questions of personal rights, human 
liberty, and economic righteousness were 
ignored by the dominant party in the ses- 
sion of Congress just closed. 

‘The time has arrived when the toll 
of our country should rise to the occı 
sion; to meet the momentous conditions 
which confronts not only them but all 
our people, and exercise their full rights 
as workers, as men. and as citizens of 
our common country, 


Respectfully submitted, 





‘The situation thus far set forth and 
having in mind the-declarations of our 
Conventions and the instructions given 
your officers, we took such action as in 
our judgment would most effectively 
carry them Into effect, placing the facts 
in their fullest and amplest form before 
our fellow workers and friends, so that 
in accordance with thelr judgment and 
conscience they might make thelr choice. 

‘We appointed Samuel Gompers, James 
O'Connell and Frank Morrison a Labor 
Representation Committee of the Exeo- 
utive Council, to carry on labor's cam- 
paign, and submit here a report of that 
committee: 


LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMIT- 
TEE’S REPORT. 


Washington, D. C., Sept. 10, 1908. 
To the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 

COLLEAGUES: The undersigned La- 
bor Representation Committee selected 
by you to conduct the political activi- 
ties of the organized efforts of the work- 
ers in the present political campaign to 
attain the legislative relief and remedy 
as outlined by the Minneapolis and Nor- 
folk Conventions of the American Fede- 
ration of Labor; by the great conference 
of the responsible officers and other rep- 
resentatives of International Unions, 
held at Washington, D. C., March, 1908, 
and the directions given by you at our 
several meetings, begs leave to submit 
the followin We have held several 
meetings to consider and act upon the 
many matters committed to us, and 
those which from time to time have 
arisen, 

We directed to be published in the Au- 
gust Issue of the American Federa- 
tionist the report of the A. F. of L. 
Legislative Committee submitted to and 
approved by the Executive Council. That 
report particularly recounted the failure 
of Congress to pass the legislation neces- 
sary to restore and safeguard the nor- 
mai activities of organized labor's ex- 
istence, as denied now by the decision 








of the United States Supreme Court, by 
holding that the unions of workers come 
under the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, a 
trusts, conspiracies, or combinations in 
illegal restraint of trade, rendering mem- 
bers of the voluntary ‘organizations of 
labor Hable to threefold damages and 
rosecutions Involving fines of $5,000 and 

Imprisonment for one year. Also the 
failure of Congress to consider, much 
less enact, any bill to secure the work- 
ers the constitutional guarantee of equal- 
ity before the law by remedying the 
abuse and perversion of the injunction 
process. 

‘We issued the circular to all organ- 
{zed labor directed by you setting 
forth the ‘Identical planks which we 
urged the Republican and Democratic 
Party Conventions to incorporate in thelr 
respective platforms; the declarations 
which both parties Incorporated and the 
treatment accorded the Executive Coun- 
cil by both parties. 
fe have sent organizers into the Dan- 
Ill., congressional district (Speaker 
Cannon's district) and into a number of 
other congressional districts, carrying 
out the policy of the American labor 
movement as directed by the Conven- 
tlons at Minneapolis and Norfolk, by the 
Washington Labor Conference, ‘by this 
Executive Council, and by the great mass 
meetings held throughout the country 
April 19-20. 

‘We desire to call attention to the fact 
that a number of conspicuous opponents, 
both in the United States Senate and 
In the House of Representatives, have 
been defeated for renomination throu, 
the activity Inaugurated by us and by 
our fellow unionists in thelr respective 
states or districts, and, further, that a 
number of union men have been nom- 
Inated for Congress. and It is our pur- 
pose to render them every ald within 
our power to secure their election. 

It is our purpose, to the full extent of 
our financial resources, to appoint a 
number of organizers and print such lit- 
erature as deals with the primary and 
important interests of labor. Incident 
thereto we have Issued a supplementary 
appeal for financial assistance to the one 
issued a few months ago requesting vol- 
untary financial contributions. 

In addition to the funds already con- 
tributed, we recommend that another 
appeal ‘be ed to secure financial 
means to further the election of men 
favorable to achieving the justice. rights, 
and equality before the law to which the 
tollers are entitled; and to defeat such 
candidates who are indifferent or hostile 
to such legislative rellef. We shall, In 
the future, as we have in the past, shape 
our course upon a nonpartisan bash 
have judged and proposed to judge can- 
didates for any office upon ‘their rec- 
ords and attitude, and not because of 
thelr political party aliations. and the 
funds obtained by previous, as well as 
to be obtained by the proposed, circu- 
lar, have been and will be used for gen- 
eral purpores as herein set forth and 
not for partisan purposes. 

We have had a number of ofcers of 
international untona offer their services, 
as well as the services of organisers, to 
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help both in organizing work, and, par- 
ticularly at this time, in the further- 
ance of Labor’s political campaign. We 
would recommend that officers of inter- 
national unions be commaünicated with 
further for the purpose of placing or- 
ganizers at our disposal to help further 

n this work to promote the general and 
specific interests of labor. 

We also recommend that a request be 
made to the executive officers of Na- 
tional and International organizations 
affiliated to the American Federation of 
Labor, and other friendly associations, 
to issue immediately a circular to their 
respective organizations urging com- 
pliance with provisions of this document. 

Attention is called to the symposium 
articles published in the September 


issue of the American Federationist 
on Labor’s political duty at this 
time, and also the resolutions adopted 
by the Conventions of International 


Unions, by the City Central Bodies, as 
well as expressions of some of the most 
active men in the labor movement of our 
country. They all show, as do the re- 
ports from our fellow workers through- 
out the United States, that there is an 
unanimity of sentiment and determina- 
tion to fully carry out the policy de- 
clared by the organized labor movement, 
not only in the Conventions of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the Interna- 
tional Union Conventions, the State Fed- 
erations, the City Central Bodies, but 
also in the local unions composed of the 
great rank of the organized workers of 
our country. 

We desire to refute here the asperstons 
that have been cast upon the Executive 
Council and particularly one of its mem- 
bers, President Gompers, that it is our 
purpose, or his, to dictate to the work- 
ng people of our country how they 
should cast their votes in the coming 
elections, nor has any one promised the 
vote of the working people to any par- 
ticular party. We have strongly, clearly 
and emphatically, as it was our duty, 
presented the situation in which the 
working people of the country find them- 
selves, the demands which Labor has 
made upon both political parties as to 
necessary action which they should take, 
the treatment they have received, and 
have appealed to the judgment and pa- 
triotism of the working people and the 
friends of labor throughout the coun- 
try, since both political parties have 
spoken, to make their choice as their 
conscience may dictate. 

The misrepresentation of newspapers 
and others to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, we repeat and insist, and we have 
so conducted and propose to so conduct 
our course, that the labor movement 
shall remain as free and independent 
from political partisan domination as it 
has ever been in its history. 

You, as an Executive Council, and we 
as your Labor Representation Commit- 
tee, have endeavored to carry into effect 
the declared policy of the great rank and 
file of the toflers. The Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
time and time again declared that there 
is no tendency so dangerous to personal 
Hiberty, so destructive to free institu- 


tions and of a republican form of gov- 
ernment as the present misuse and ex- 
tension of the equity power through the 
usurpation by the judiciary * * * that 
candidates for office ‘‘be carefully inves- 
tigated as to their acts and interrogated 
as to their position on this matter be- 
fore they be given any support, and that 
those who from their actions or their 
expressions are deemed unsound, be, re- 
gardless of any other question, repudi- 
ated,’’ and organized labor’s further de£- 
laration, when the great conference at 
Washington and the mass meetings 
throughout the country were held that 
we now call upon the workers of our com- 
mon country to stand faithfully by our 
friends, oppose and defeat our enemies, 
whether they be candidates for Presi- 
dent, for ongress, or other offices, 
whether executive, legislative or judictal. 


Fraternally yours, 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
JAMES O’CONNELL, 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Labor Representation Committee, Amer- 
{can Federation of Labor. 


This report of the Labor Representa- 
tion Committee we approvéd at our Sep- 
tember meeting at Washington. This 
report constitutes in effect and substance 
the work and policy of the Executive 
Council. It.is a source of gratification 
to know that due to labor's activities 
the labor question and the fundamental 
principles involved in our movement for 
justice, right and human freedom were 
made the dominant discussion during the 
campaign just closed. We but voice the 
views and the needs of the men of la- 
bor when we urgently recommend that 
every effort be made to secure the enact- 
ment of laws that shall afford the relief 
to the workers from the operation of the 
Sherman anti-trust law as it applies to 
the voluntary organizations of labor, and 
also for the enactment of the Pearre bill 
to rectify the abuse and perversion of 
the injunction writ. 


FARMERS’ ORGANIZATION, 


In pursuance with the instructions of 
the Norfolk convention, representatives 


‚o£ the American Federation of Labor 


have attended several conventions of 
state organizations of farmers, and ad- 
dressed them upon the subject of trade 
unionism, label agitation and legislation. 
By direction of the Executive Council, 
acting under instructions of the Norfolk 
convention, President Gompers attended 
the National Farmers’ Union Convention 
held in Fort Worth, Tex. Expressions of 
good will were manifested on the part 
of the delegates there, and before ad- 
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journment the convention adopted a 
resolution creating a legislative commit- 
tee to attend to the affairs of the farm- 
ers before Congress, and instructed its 
officers and the legislative committee to 
co-operate with the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor upon economic, 
legislative and other such lines of ac- 
tlon as may be of mutual interest. 

"A representative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor attended the sixth an- 
nua] convention of the American Society 
of Equity eld In Milwaukee on October 
6th. Among the resolutions adopted by 
that convention was one declaring 
against child labor, and another against 
the selling of prison-made products in 
the open markets, and one declaring for 
an increased sale of union-made prod- 
ucts. 

We recommend that the interchanges 
of fraternal representatives between the 
farmers’ organizations and the organiza- 
tions of labor be continued, as we see in 
them much of mutual advantage to both 
movements. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
TRADE UNIONS. 


Correspondence has been exchanged be- 
tween Mr. C. Legien, of Berlin, Germany, 
relative to the American Federation of 
Labor having representatives at the bi- 
ennial conference of the secretaries and 
representatives of central trade union 
organisations of Europe. 


These conferences have usually been 
held in the month of May. On account 
of the time in which the conferences 
were held, and the expense attached 
thereto In sending representatives, no ac- 
tion has been taken In this direction. 


In the communications to Secretary Le- 
gien it has been stated that if the time 
of the conference was made nearer the 
time in which the Trades Union Con- 
gress of Great Britain was held, that it 
might be possible for the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to be represented. In a 
communication received from Secretary 
Legien he gives the Information that the 
time has been so changed that their 
meetings will be held shortly after the 
adjournment of the British Trades 
Union Congress. The first meeting of 
this kind was held in Christiana, Sep- 
tember, 1907, but notification to that ef- 
fect having arrived so late, no action 
was taken in the direction of having the 


American Federation of Labor repre- 
sented at this conference. 


Inasmuch as the next conference will 
be held September, 1908, and the expense 
attached to having representatives of 
the Federation present being but a com- 
paratively small one, we recommend that 
such arrangements as may be necessary 
be made, with the object In view of hav- 
ing a fraternal, or one of our fraternal, 
Gelegates to the British Trades Union 
Congress to also represent our Federa- 
tion at the international trades union 
conference to be held in Europe in 190. 


PORTO RICO. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 2 relative to the conditions of 
the working people of Porto Rico was 
presented to President Roosevelt by 
President Gompers and the Porto Rican 
delegates, in a conference which lasted 
over two hours. President Roosevelt 
expressed himself as being favorable to- 
ward many of the propositions embodied 
in this resolution, and requested Com- 
missioner of Labor Neil to proceed to 
Porto Rico and make a thorough exami- 
nation of economic and social conditions 
prevailing there. 

Dr. Nell recently explained to Presi- 
dent Gompers that owlng to the inves- 
tigation of the bureau into the question 
of the labor of women and children, and 
other important matters, that it is im- 
possible for him to undertake the trip to 
Porto Rico up to this time, but that 
either the commissioner or one of his 
most competent representatives would 
undertake the Porto Rican trip and in- 
vestigation before the end of the year. 


LIBEL SUIT. 
Volunteer Organizer Aybar, Porto Rico. 


The Porto Rico Federation of Labor 
brought to the attention of the Execu- 
tive Council the libel sult against Or- 
ganizer Aybar, editor of a labor paper 
in Porto Rico. This case has been tried 
by the courts of Porto Rico, and the de 
cision being against Organizer Aybar, 
he has been sentenced to a term in 
prison, but Is now at liberty on ball, pend- 
ing appeal to the United States Supreme 
Court, 

The fundamental principle involved in 
this case Is the right of free press. Ay- 
dar is charged with libeling a judge. He 
did not mention any name in the al 
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leged libelous article which he published 
in his labor paper. The matter has been 
appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court and the firm of Ralston & Siddons 
has filed an appeal. 


The Porto Rico State Federation of 
Labor says that it will "try to jointly 
bear the expense involved in appealing 
the case to the United States Supreme 
Court.’ That organization has for- 
warded the necessary amount for the 
fee that is required to file the case. We 
have referred this matter to President 
Gompers to give such advice and coun- 
sel as he can. 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE, 


As we reported to you at the Norfolk 
convention, in conformity with the in- 
structions given by the Minneapolis con- 
vention, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source information 
relative to uniform laws to protect hu- 
man life in various lines of industry. 
The Norfolk convention directed that our 
efforts along these lines should be con- 
tinued. However, notwithstanding our 
best efforts, but little if any additional 
information has been forthcoming, and 
the matter is therefore submitted to you 
for such further action as you may deem 
advisable to take In the premises. 


LABEL CONFERENCE. 


In conformity with the resolution 
adopted by the Norfolk convention au- 
thorizing the call of a conference of five 
members representing the label organi- 
zations, President Gompers selected the 
following organizations to select repre- 
sentatives to that conference: 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, 

United Hatters of North America. 

United Garment Workers of America. 

International Typographical Union, 
and the 

Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America. 


The representatives of these organiza- 
tions held two meetings at the head- 
quarters in Washington. Full reports of 
this committee are published in the 
March and August issues of the Ameri- 
can Federationist. Briefly stated, the 
reports of the committee recommended 
that in view of the recent court decisions 
a circular be issued to all affiliated In- 
ternational unions, State Federations, 


Central Bodies and the labor press, urg- 
ing that greater attention be paid to the 
work of creating a demand for union 
labor and union labeled products. It was 
also decided to authorize the issuance 
of a Union Label Law Digest, covering 
the laws and court decisions, for the 
protection of the union labels, and also 
the basis upon which suits may be in- 
stituted before the courts for the pro- 
tection of the rights of the organizations 
in their respective union labels. 

It was further decided that the vari- 
ous affiliated organizations having labels 
be requested to donate certain sums for 
the purpose of carrying on the necessary 
work. Various label organizations hav- 
ing labels have been communicated with 
and requested to make such donations. 
Sufficient money has already been re- 
ceived at the office for this purpose to 
guarantee the carrying out of this work. 
We are still in communication with sev- 
eral of the organizations relative to their 
making a donation for this purpose. 

The conference clearly demonstrated 
one thing; that is, the adoption of a 
universal label at this time or in the 
near future is entirely out of the ques- 
tion. It will be necessary to advance 
gradually toward the methods for a com- 
prehensive, universal agitation of the 
union label in which all unions must 
bear their proportionate share of the 
expense involved. Some advance has 
been gained and unquestionably more 
“will be as jit progresses, 


OREGON TEN-HOUR LAW FOR WO- 
MEN DECLARED CONSTITUTIONAL. 


Upon the subject-matter of Resolution 
No. 178, referring to the appeal to the 
Supreme Court as to the constitutional- 
ity of the Oregon ten-hour law for wo- 
men, we desire to report that this mat- 
ter has been carried before the United 
States Supreme Court, which has de- 
cided this law to be constitutional. 


ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS CRUSADE. 


As per your instructions and the hu- 
mane purposes of our movement, we have 
continued our efforts among the work- 
ers and among the people generally to 
help in the movement to stamp out the 
awful white plague, so destructive to 
our people. We have continued the dis- 
tribution of the circular containing the 
charts declared for by the Pittsburg con- 
vention, and with our unions aided in 
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the general dissemination of correct in- 
formation to prevent and help in the 
eradication of that terrific and malig- 
nant malady. 

To our unlons must be given the credit 
of doing the most important work in 
connection with this subject when they 
undertake to attain a higher standard of 
life, a shorter work day, better labor 
conditions while at work, better homes, 
higher surroundings. Before these ef- 
fective agencies the dreaded white 
plague flees. 

You are aware that quite recently there 
was held at Washington, D. C., a great 
and important international conference 
of scientists and specialists for the con- 
sideration of the subject of tuberculosis, 
and how best national and international 
action may be taken to arrest and pre- 
vent consumption. 

The International Typographical Union 
had a splendid exhibit of its efforts in 
this direction for its members. Other or- 
ganizations did measurably well in this 
direction. One whole session of the con- 
gress was devoted to representatives of 
labor, presenting labor's attitude and ac- 
tion upon this important subject. Presi- 
dent Gompers and Vice-President Mitch- 
ell addressed the congress, the latter pre- 
siding over the gathering. 

We recommend that distribution of our 
printed matter upon this subject be con- 
tinued, and that our fellow unionists 
and friends continue to devote their at- 
tention to the stamping out of this ter- 
rible and preventible disease. 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


Resolution No. 147, dealing with the sub- 
ject of industrial education, which was 
adopted at the Norfolk Convention, was 
referred to the Executive Council for 
consideration. 

Correspondence was entered into with 
a number of persons interested in and 
fully conversant with this subject, among 
them being Mr. Graham Taylor, of Chi- 
cago, Ill.: Prof. C. R. Richards, of Co- 
lumbla University, New York City; Mr. 
Chas. H. Morse and Mr. Chas. Winslow 
of the Board of Industrial Education of 
Massachusetts; Miss Jane Addams, and 
Miss Mary McDowell of Chicago, and Mr. 
Luke Grant of Chicago. 

Correspondence with the above men- 


tioned is of considerable length and 
space will not permit Its publication 
in this report. However, we find that 


schools for industrial education have 
been established in the following cities 
and states: 

Two in California, located in San Fran- 
cisco; three in Illinois, located in Chi- 
cago: one in Indianapolis, Ind., and nine 
in Massachusetts, as follows—Trade 
School for Girls, The Lowell Institute for 
Industrial Foremen in Boston, Technical 
High School in Springfield, Textile 
Schools in New Bedford and Fall River, 
Maas., Industrial Evening School tn Bev- 
erly, Cambridge, New Bedford and Wal- 
tham, Mass.; four schools located In New 
York City, one of them being a trade 
school for girls; three in Pennsylvania, 
located at Philadelphia, Willlamson, and 
East Pittsburg; one school of trades in 
Milwaukee, Wis., and a training school 
in Menomonie, Wis. 

These schools take up the industrial 
education in the following industries: 
Textile, wood working, machinists, black- 
smithing, the electrical workers, carpen- 
tering and joining, painting, plastering, 
plumbing, pattern making, lithographing, 
iron moulding, graphic arts, mechanical 
and free hand drawing, modeling in clay, 
millinery, dressmaking and cooking. 

Most of these schools are endowed, 
but in some few instances they receive 
appropriations from the various states. 
Literature giving 'detalls as to the in- 
struction, equipment and classes of work 
performed is published, but perhaps the 
most complete and important document 
on this subject ts the one published by 
the Massachusetts Commission of Indus- 
trial Education, Bulletin No. 9, which 
can be obtained from the secretary of 
that commission, whose address is 606 
Ford Building, Boston, Mass. 

The subject of industrial education is 
an important one. and one which should 
receive the attention particularly of 
those organizations of the trades above 
mentioned, and we commend to them & 
close and careful study of all and any 
literature that could be obtained upon 
this subject. This subject should re- 
ceive further consideration at this con- 
vention. All the correspondence and pa- 
pers bearing on the question should be 
turned over to a committee at this con- 
vention for report and further recom- 
mendations thereon. 


LOS ANGELES. 


The Norfolk convention directed that an 
effort be made to improve the labor con- 
ditions of Los Angeles and elsewhere, and 
authorized an assessment of one cent per 
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member on each of the affiliated organi- 
zations. This assessment was levied, 
which yielded $15,342.02. We have had 
two organizers nearly the entire year 
at Los Angeles, Messrs. Arthur A. Hay 
and William E. Terry. Headquarters 
were cstablished and an assistant em- 
ployed. Reports from Los Angeles in- 
dicate considerable improvement. 


OLD AGE PENSIONS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
104 by the Norfolk convention, dealing 
with the subject-matter of old age pen- 
sions, was referred by the convention to 
the Executive Council with instructions 
to investigate and report to the next 
convention. The Executive Council in 
turn referred the matter to President 
Gompers for investigation and report. 
During our meeting at Washington he 
submitted the folléwing report, which 
we incorporate herein as our report upon 
this subject to this convention: 

“From the best available data of the 
most recent date I condense herewith the 
following conditions and regulations and 
annuities prevailing in Europe and Aus- 
tralasian countries: 


AUSTRIA. 

“Invalid pensions of at least $42.50 per 
year for men and 321.35 per year for 
women, and widows’ and orphans’ pen- 
sions to the amount of three-quarters of 
the invalid pension rate are paid and the 
fund is maintained for paying these pen- 
sions by equal contributions of employ- 
ers and employes. This only applies for 
employes in mines, for whom such in- 
surance is compulsory, and it is admin- 
istered through miners’ relief funds. 


BELGIUM, 

“Since the year 1850 the question of old 
age insurance and pensions has been 
made a matter of public discussion, but 
nothing very substantial has yet been 
accomplished. In 1891 the government 
paid a subsidy to be divided among cer- 
tain recognized friendly societies, with a 
view to encouraging the affiliation of 
their members with the state savings 
banks. In 1898 there were 933 friendly 
societies, through which payments were 
made into the superannuation fund, the 
amount paid being $191,455. In that year 
the state granted $56,385 to this fund. In 
the year 1897 there were 3,000 old age 
pensioners, the average amount received 


hy them amounting to 300 marks. In 


1888 compulsory insurance for miners 
through the miners’ relief clubs was in- 
stituted, and the miners were entitled 
to an old age pension after thirty-five 
years’ service in the mines. 


DEN MARK, 

“In 1891 a special form of old-age relief 
was established in Denmark, which is 
granted to any applicant sixty yedrs of 
age or over, without regard to occupa- 
tion, who is unable to provide the neces- 
saries of life and the proper treatment 
in case of sickness for himself or de- 
pendents; but the relief granted under 
this system is more of a charitable char- 
acter than an insurance annuity; the re- 
cipient of relief must not be in poverty 
due to his own fault. He must, for a 
period of ten years, have had a fixed 
residence, and never been sentenced for 
vagrancy or begging, and never have re- 
celved other poor relief. 

“Up to 1899, 56,656 persons had drawn. 
such relief, costing $1,264,260, of which 
equal amounts, or $632,130, were paid by 
the municipalities and by the state. Tak- 
ing the average for three years, 1896, 1897, 
1898, about one-fifth of the population of 
Denmark was over sixty years of age 
and entitled to old-age pensions. In 1899, 
the sum of $6,55 being rigidly fixed as 
the limit of tHe state grant and being in- 
sufficient to make up one-half of the sum 
required, an additional sum of $24,030 
was voted by the state to make up the 
deficiency. 

ICELAND. 

“In 1890 a system of old age and invalid- 
ity pensions was put in operation under 
these terms: Annual contributions must 
be paid into the relief fund of the com- 
mune by all servants between twenty 
years of age and sixty, except those who 
are responsible for the maintenance of 
one or more persons who are unable to 
provide for themselves, and those unable 
to earn wages owing to sickness or other 
causes, and those who have made per- 
sonal provision against the time when 
they will have reached the age of sixty- 
five. The contribution amounts’ to 
twenty-seven cents per year for males 
and elght cents per year for females. 


FRANCE, 
“Compulsory insurance for old age ex- 
ists in France for seamen and miners 
only, but the state undertakes the assur- 
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ance of old-age pensions for all classes 
who care to make the necessary pay- 
ments through a state institution known 
as the National Savings Bank of the 
Retreat for the Old, which provides a 
certain amount of assistance for old age 
for those who avail themselves of this 
pension. The people contribute the nec- 
essary funds themselves. The govern- 
ment superintends the investment and 
distribution. 

“The compulsory insurance for seamen 
is controlled by state Institutions, which 
receive the contributions of the insured 
and the subscriptions from the state. 
The invalid pensions are paid from the 
fiftieth year. In the case of the death 
of the seaman, the widow is entitled to 
one-half the annuity and the orphan or 
orphans to the other half. 

“The miners’ regulations are: Compul- 
sory insurance for all miners receiving 
less than $460 per yearly earnings. The 
old-age pensions are paid from the fifty- 
fifth year, and the fund is pald in equal 
shares by the employers and the em- 
ployes. The total amount of all pension 
funds paid by the friendly societies only 
in France at the end of 18% was §$23,- 
060,690. 


GERMANY. 


"Old age insurance is compulsory in 
Germany. It is administered through 
listrict organizations and also through 
state organizations that cover employes 
ın railways and In mines. The weekly 
sontributions are paid half by the em- 
Jloyer and half by the employe, and the 
state pays $12.50 per year to each annuity. 
And the state also pays the weekly con- 
ributions of workmen while they are 
serving the periods of conscription in 
the army or navy. The government also 
meets specified expenses of administra- 
tion. 

‘The old age pensions are paid to per- 
sons 70 years of age and over, pro- 
viding they have made contributions for 
1,200 weeks. Government officials, teachers 
and soldiers are exempt from these week- 
ly contributions. The old age pension 
is proportioned to the wages received. 
and varies from $15 to $4 per year, to 
which the state subsidy of $12.50 per year 
is added. The last figures attainable 
were for 189. The expenditures during 
that year for old age pensions amount 
to $.721,3%, of which $4.148,190 was con- 
tributed by employers and employes, and 
$2,573,180 by the government. 
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ITALY. 


“Old age insurance is voluntary for all 
wage workers, the premiums being paid 
by the insured and the state granting a 
subsidy. All working people may become 
members by paying not less than ten 
cents a year, and not to exceed $20 in 
any one year. Such member must de 
clare whether he wishes his contributions 
to go to the common benefit of all mem- 
bers subscribing on mutual] terms, or if 
he prefers that in case of his death be- 
fore the closing of his account that the 
amount pald In by him up to the time 
of his death should be handed over to 
his family. The account of each member 
is closed after twenty-five years from 
his first payment, providing the sixtieth 
or sixty-fifth year of his age has been 
reached. When the account Is closed, 
the sum standing to his credit is con- 
verted Into an immediate life annuity in 
his favor. The state subsidy amounts 
to $2.00 per person per year. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


“The science of old age pensions has 
developed with greater exactitude in New 
Zealand more than in any other part of 
the world. It has captured the hearts 
of the people of New Zealand. It ap- 
peals to the kindliness of the people and 
their sense of justice, and is one of the 
most popular of all the progressive meas- 
ures carried by the people who live in 
those islands. Of all the progressive 
economic and political measures adopted 
by the New Zealanders, such as graded 
taxation, government loans, land resump- 
tion, land value taxation, compulsory ar- 
bitration, there was none more bitterly 
contested than the old age pension act, 
but now that it is an established Institu- 
tion, the people as a whole endorse it 
as an Institution. To quote from the 
law gives one a clearer conception of 
the ideas prevailing in the minds of the 
New Zealand people when they adopted 
it. The law says: 

**Whereas, it is equitable that deserv- 
ing persons who, during the prime of 
life, have helped to bear the public bur- 
dens of the colony by the payment of 
taxes, and to open up its resources by 
their labor and skill, should receive from 
the colony a pension In their old age: 
therefore. be it enacted,” etc. 

"Any citizen over sixty-five who has r«- 
sided In the colony twenty-five years, of 
moderate good character, and not pos- 
sessed of property amounting to more 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


than $1,600 clear of all encumbrances, 


nor an annual Income of $260 net, is en-. 


titled to a pension, provided he has not 
directly or indirectly put property or 
Income out of his hands in order to qual- 
ify. If the net income is under $175 and 
the property above debts is not over 
$250, the maximum pension of $90 a year 
is given, but for each $5 of net income 
above $170, and also for each $75 of clear 
property above $250, the sum of $5 is de- 
ducted from the pension, so that the 
pension vanishes when the clear prop- 
erty reaches $1,600, or the net income 
rises to $260 per year. No distinction is 
made between men and women, but in 
case of married couples living together 
no pension is to be granted that would 
make their combined total net income 
more than $90. 

“The law applies to native Maoris as 
well as whites, but allens, nomads, Asi- 
atics, criminals, drunkards, wife desert- 
ers, and those not living a sober, reputa- 
ble life, are not included. 

“The original act of 1898 provided an 
annual pension of $90 per year, but in 1906 
this amount was increased to $130 per 
year. 

“In computing the amount of pension 
for husband or wife, the net capital 
value of all the accumulated property 
of each shall be deemed to be half the 
total net capital value of all the accu- 
mulated property of both.’ 

“In the year 1902 the number of pensions 
in force at the end of the year was 
13,776. The population of New Zealand 
at that time was 845,000. A little over 4 
per cent. of the people are sixty-five 
years old. About 15 out of each 1,000 
persons are pensioners, or about one per 
cent. in every 67. Less than 40 per cent. 
of those over sixty-five years of age 
come within the law. The cost of ad- 
ministering the law that year was about 
$13,000, or almost $1.00 per pensioner. 


NEW SSOUTH WALES. 


“The pension age in New South Wales 
is sixty-five years. The amount paid is 
$1.80 for each person per week for mar- 
ried persons. For unmarried, $2.40 each 
per week. Persons having $2,200 worth 
of property or an income of $260 per year 
are not eligible. A minimum residence 
of twenty-five years in some Australian 
colony is obligatory. During that time 
the person must have been free from 
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penal servitude or imprisonment for five 
years Or more. The applicant must not 
be a criminal, a lunatic, a confirmed 
drunkard, or one who had deserted his 
or her family. 


VICTORIA. 

“The pension age in Victoria is sixty- 
five years, or any age upon permanent 
disability. The amount may be deter- 
mined by the commissioner of old age 
pensions, as he may deem reasonable, 
providing it does not exceed $1.92 per 
week. The applicant must be without 
means of support, unable to maintain 
himself and without relatives able to 
provide for him. If the applicant pos- 
sesses $1,17%5 worth of clear property, or 
a net annual income of $100, he is not 
eligible. Other provisions, such as resi- 
dence, etc., are similar to those in New 
Zealand and New South Wales. 


ENGLAND, 

“The question of old age pensions is 
one of the live political issues in England. 
and has been a subject of discussion for 
several years. A select committee was 
appointed by the House of Commons to 
inquire into the subject-matter and re- 
port its findings. This select committee 
spared no pains or expense in its in- 
vestigation, and in its report of July 27, 
1908, it agrees to report the bill without 
amendment which was then before the 
House, making several observations on 
the main features of the bill, such as 
the age a person should be to be entitled 
to pension, property qualifications, and, 
the most difficult of all, its doubt as to 
how the old age pension fund should 
be raised, saying in section 6 of ite re- 
port: 

“Your committee desire to express 
their opinion that the provision of old 
age pensions for the deserving poor is 
a matter which might well be proceeded 
with step by step. If it is not consid- 
ered possible to provide by taxation the 
full sum which would be required each 
year in increasing amounts for the 
scheme of pensions contemplated by the 
bill referred to ycur committee, the pro- 
vision of a considerably smaller sum 
would, in the opinion of your committee, 
meet many of the most necessitous 
cases, This result might be obtained 
either by raising the age at which a 
pension might be claimed or by reducing 
the amount of weekly income the pos- 
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seasion of which disqualifies for a pen- 
sion.’ 

"And in section 8 the committee was in 
doubt whether it could “transfer the 
cost of maintaining the aged poor from 
the rates to the taxes, and the sums 
needed for the various schemes pro- 
pounded are all matters of considerable 
doubt. Your committee are of opinion 
that the reduction of poor law expendi- 
ture will be considerably lese than has 
often been represented, because the pro- 
portion of the aged poor who are now 
or may be in future in the workhouses 
could with advantage to themselves live 
outside with the help of a pension.” 

The last bill introduced in the House 
of Commons providing for old age pen- 
sions was submitted February 13, 1908, 
and from its general provisions we take 
the following details: 

‘1, The act shall not apply to Scotland 
or Ireland. 

“2 In the case of a person having no 
income or less than $1.0 per week, the 
amount of $1.2 per week shall be al- 
lowed. 

‘8. In the case of a person having an 
income of $1.20 per week and less than 
$2.40 per week, such sum as is equivalent 
to the difference between the income of 
such person and $2.4 per week.” 

The usual provisions for dGisqualifica- 
tion, such as bad conduct, habitual lasi- 
ness, drunkenness, etc., are a part of the 
bill, And in this bill the method sug- 
gested to provide the necessary funds to 
finance old age pensions is made a local 
matter for the county councils, as the 
following extract from the bill provides: 

‘The moneys required for the payment 
of pensions and such salaries of officers 
as shall be fixed by the Pension Com- 
mittee, and such expenses of carrying 
this act into effect, as shall from time 
to time be sanctioned by the County 
Council, shall be paid out of moneys 
provided by a county rate to be levied 
in equal proportions on owner and occu- 
pier.’’ 

“In considering the advisability of rec- 
ommending legislation providing for old 
age pensions in the United States, it 
must be borne in mind that the technical 
legal questions surrounding federal and 
state jurisdiction will be some of the 
most difficult of solution. The Federal 
Government, through Congress, could 
only provide pensions for those imme- 
diately in the employ of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, or the employes of those en- 
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gaged in interstate commerce, and then 
the states would have to be depended 
upon to care for the residents in the 
jurisdiction of the state. It would re- 
quire many years of constant effort to 
even get this subject seriously considered 
in many of the states of our country, 
when we take into due consideration 
the stupendous difficulties that have been 
and are necessary to be overcome in 
order to obtain legislation for the 
workers of a much more moderate char- 
acter. 

“Constitutional discussions would ensue 
relative not only to federal and state 
jurisdiction, but to power of taxation, 
and even though it were proposed to 
raise an old age pension fund from a new 
system of taxation or inheritances or 
land values or internal revenues of other 
characters, it would have the effect of 
raising many new and complex issues 
that would be most difficult to solve and 
finally win the approbation of the public. 

“Then again, you will observe that in 
the compensation laws of nearly every 
country there are the ‘usual’ provi- 
sions for disqualification such as ‘bad 
conduct, habitual laziness, drunkenness,’ 
etc. Of course, a law of such a char- 
acter must take into account these hu- 
man derelictions; but it is also a matter 
for consideration whether men who are 
active in the cause of labor, whether 
men who stoutly defend their rights and 
the rights of their fellow workers, may 
not by some distortion be regarded 
as guilty of ‘bad conduct’; whether this 
fact and the fear of its result may not 
‘take the heart out’ of.some men who 
seek to defend, to protect or to promote 
thelr rights and interests. 

“In a speech of Honorable George A. 
Bartlett, of Nevada, published in the 
Congressional Record of June 8, 1908, is 
given a comprehensive statement of 
compensation acts prevailing in the sev- 
eral countries which have such laws. 

“About a week from now I shall be in 
a position to present to you the facts 
contained in that speech.” 

A copy of the speech of Mr. Bartlett is 
at the disposal of this convention. 


ALASKAN FISHERIES. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
179 dealt with the wanton destruction of 
fish in the rivers of Alaska by the use of 
salmon traps. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Secretary of Commerce and 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


Labor and a hearing obtained. As a re- 
sult of the testimony presented, an order 
was issued prohibiting the use of fishing 
traps in the Wood river and Nushagak 
river. 


CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RE- 
SOURCES. 


Notwithstanding the general recogni- 
tion of the necessity for the conserva- 
tion of the natural resources of our 
country, Congress has persistently re- 
fused to enact legislation with this nec- 
essary object in view. Congress pre- 
ferred to yield to the rapine of private 
avarice rather than to the public wel- 
fare. 

In view of this, President Roosevelt 
called a conference at Washington to 
discuss this important phase of the phy- 
sical necessities of the people of our 
country, to which he invited the gover- 
nors of the states, scientists and special- 
ists familiar with the subject, and invited 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Mitchell as representatives of labor. 


A commission was created by the con- 
ference for the purpose of furthering the 
movement for the conservation of our 
natural resources, and the Executive 
Council has authorized the participation 
of the Ameriean Federation of Labor to 
bring to a successful result the laudable 
efforts of the President’s conference and 
the commission created by them. We 
ask that the matter receive considera- 
tion and action at the hands of this 
convention. 


LINCOLN’S CENTENNIAL. 


On Friday, the 12th of February, 1909, 
will occur the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. 
In all the history of our republic no man 
lived who, in himself and in his work, 
more completely embodied and typified 
the ennobling aspirations and ideals of 
human justice and human freedom. No 
man ever loved his fellow men more than 
he. None had a better knowledge or a 
deeper sympathy with the struggles and 
hopes of the toilers. 


We were asked, and gladly gave, our 
support to a movement to make of his 
birthplace a perpetual Mecca of all who 
loved liberty and humanity. It is ex- 
pected that a country-wide, fitting ‘cele- 
bration be had upon the centennial an- 
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niversary of Lincoln’s birth. The cele- 
bration is yet in indefinite form. 


We recommend that Friday, February 
12, 1908, the centennial of the birth of the 
revered and martyred Lincoln, wherever 
possible, be made a holiday by all labor. 


That we urge upon Congress and the 
several states that that day be declared 
a legal holiday. 

That the officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be authorized to be 
duly represented in any national celebra- 
tion which may be inaugurated or which 
they may initiate, so that the day and 
the memory of the advent and services 
of this great and good man may be fit- 
tingly observed and impressed upon the 
hearts and consciences of our people. 


POUREN EXTRADITION PROTEST. 


As the delegates are aware, a deter- 
mined effort is being made by the Rus- 
sian government to have the federal au- 
thorities return to Russia Jan Pouren, a 
political refugee. It is claimed by the 
Russian government that he had com- 
mitted crimes in his native country dur- 
ing the period of the revolutionary up- 
heaval in 1906. Pouren succeeded in es- 
caping from Russia after the defeat of 
the revolution, and came to the United 
States and endeavored to gain an honest 
livelihood. Russian spies discovered his 
whereabouts, and the representative of 
the Russian government induced the fed- 
eral authorities to have him arrested on 
charges of crimes committed in the Bal- 
tic provinces. Pouren has been in prison 
now for many months and is still awalt- 
ing the outcome of the proceedings. The 
United States commissioner, after pro- 
ceedings extending over many months, 
decided In favor of the Russian govern- 
ment. A strong movement Is now under 
way to oppose the extradition of Pouren. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Executive Council, who, be- 
lieving that our forefathers always in- 
tended that our Republic should be an 
asylum for political refugees, took up 
the matter. The Executive Council has 
given the matter careful consideration, 
and President Gompers was authorized 
in the name of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
request President Roosevelt to intervene 
in behalf of Pouren. A telegram was 
forwarded in the name of the Executive 
Council to a mass meeting held in New 
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York while the Council was in session. 
The following letter was prepared in ac- 
cordance with the action of the Execu- 
tive Council and forwarded to the Prest- 
dent: 
“Washington, D. C., Sept. 12, 1908. 

“Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, President of 

the United States, Oyster Bay, N. Y. 


“Sir: By direction of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, now in session in this city, I 
have the honor to bring to your atten- 
tion the subject-matter of a resolution 
adopted by the Executive Council, ur- 
gently requesting that you should ex- 
ercise your great power to intervene and 
prevent the surrender of Jan Pouren to 
the Russian government. 

“Pouren came to this country during 
the period of the revolutionary upheaval 
in Russia in 1%, he having succeeded 
in escaping from Russia after the defeat 
of the revolution. The representatives 
of the Russian Government, having dis- 
covered his whereabouts, induced the 
federal authorities to have him arrested 
on charges of crimes committed in the 
Baltic Provinces, requesting that he be 
turned over to the Russian authorities to 
be held under such charges. He is now 
in prison awalting the outcome of the 
proceedings, Commissioner Shields, after 
proceedings extending over many months, 
having decided in favor of the Russian 
Government. 

“A strong movement is now under way 
to oppose Pouren’s extradition, upon the 
grounds that the right of political asylum 
is at stake in this case, the first of its 
kind on record, and a protest mass meet- 
ing in his behalf was held at Cooper 
Union, New York City, last night. 

“The Executive Council is in hearty 
sympathy with the purpose of the Pouren 
Protest Conference and the movement to 
oppose his extradition, and by authority 
of the Executive Council I addressed a 
telegram to the chairman of the protest 
mass meeting last evening, advising him 
of the declaration of the Executive Coun- 
cil in this matter and, further, that we 
would appeal to you to exercise your 
great power to prevent a political refugee 
being surrendered by our Republic. Ear- 
nestly hoping that this matter may re- 
celve your favorable consideration and 
prompt action, I have the honor to re- 
main, ‘Very respectfully yours, 

“SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
"President, 
“American Federation of Labor.” 
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To this the President replied that the 
matter will receive every consideration, 
and the Secretary of State, after giving 
the papers In the case careful considera- 
tion, will take such action as may be 
necessary to safeguard the rights of Jan 
Pouren. Secretary Root has already 
taken action, and thus far extradition 
prevented. It is earnestly hoped that the 
right of asylum in our Republic for po- 
litical offenders may be fully sustained 
in this case. 

We recommend that this Convention 
endorse the action of the Executive 
Council in this case, and take such fur- 
ther action as in your judgment may 
prevent the extradition of Pouren. 


A. F. OF L. OFFICE BUILDING. 


Several Conventions have had the sub- 
ject of adequate and appropriate office 
rooms for our Federation under consid- 
eration, authority having been given to 
the Executive Council to take action for 
the erection or the improvement of a 
building containing sultable quarters. 

Acting upon this at our meeting in Sep- 
tember, we outlined a course for the 
matter to be submitted to our directly 
amfillated local unions for consideration 


and vote. Our action is set forth in the 
following circular letter of President 
Gompers: 


“Office of the American Federation of 
Labor, Washington, D. C., September 
21, 1908. 


“To the Directly Afflliated Local Unions 
of the American Federation of Labor: 


“Dear Sirs and Brothers: The conven- 
tions of the American Federation of La- 
bor have on several occasions considered 
the subject of constructing a building in 
Washington, D. C., the nation's capital, 
where the affairs and business of the 
great labor movement of America may 
be conveniently and efficiently carried 
on; in other words, the construction of 
a structure which would be a home for 
the general offices of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Various projects have 
been considered, but up to this time none 
have been deemed feasible or practical. 

“Adequate offices in office buildings can- 
not be obtained in this city owing to two 
facts—first, rents in modern office bulld- 
ings are exceedingly high, and there is 
not one office building in Washington in 
which a sufficient number of rooms ad- 
joining each other can be obtained. Com- 
mittees of the Executive Council have 
given this subject thelr careful investi- 
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gation and consideration, and at the 
meeting of the Executive Council it was 
decided to submit the proposition to the 
unions directly afflliated by charter to 
the American Federation of Labor for a 
referendum vote. The proposition is as 
follows: 

“That a sum not exceeding $50,000 be 
loaned from the defense fund for the 
erection of a building for the American 
Federation of Labor; that the directly 
affiliated local unions shall select by 
referendum vote three persons who shall 
act as trustees for the local unions, who 
shall have power of attorney, and in 
whose name a mortgage shall be given 
to the full amount of the money loaned 
{rom the defense fund for the erection 
of the building referred to; that the 
American Federation of Labor shall an- 
nually pay over to the defense fund from 
ite general fund not less than $2,500 until 
the entire loan has been liquidated; that 
the above proposition shall become ef- 
fective only when. ratified by a majority 
vote of the members of directly affiliated 
local unfons voting upon the proposition, 
and then only to become effective if 
ratified and approved by the forthcoming 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor which is to be held at Denver, 
Colorado, November 9-21. 

“In connection with this matter it may 
be well to say that there Is now in the 
defense fund the sum of $104,885.09° and 
that should an emergency arise by 
which the money loaned from the de- 
fense fund should be needed there can 
be no doubt that nearly the entire 
amount can be raised at short notice and 
money obtained from other quarters as 
mortgage upon the structure. 

“The Executive Council desires me to 
assure the local unions that the propo- 
sition is not only one which would safe- 
guard the funds, but it will be of great 
advantage to the great cause of labor. 

“The local unions are required to con- 
sider and vote upon this proposition at 
the first meeting after the receipt of 
this notice, and return all votes, both in 
favor and against, on the enclosed blank. 
Do not fail to give the exact number of 
votes cast in favor, as well as the ex- 
act number of votes cast against the 
proposition. and have the enclosed ballot 
signed by the President and Secretary of 
your union. 

“Secretaries of locals will forward all 
returns of the result of the voting within 
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forty-eight hours after the meeting to 
the undersigned. Returns received later 
than October 21 will not be counted. 


"Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) “SAM’L GOMPERS, 
“President American Federation of La- 
bor.” 


Voting blanks were issued to the locals. 
Eighty-nine local unions sent in their 
vote, 2,0% members voting in favor of the 
proposition, 294 members voting against. 
In addition, six unions sent in votes as 
having voted “unanimous” in favor, four 
unions voting ‘‘Yes’’ in favor, one union 
voting ‘‘unanimously” against. 


The votes as returned are open to the 
inspection of this convention. We rec- 
ommend that this subject-matter, to- 
gether with our recommendation, be re- 
ferred to a special committee, the ap- 
pointment of which to be authorized by 
this convention, to make report thereon 
before our adjournment. 


JAMESTOWN AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TION OF LABOR EXHIBIT— 
GOLD MEDAL AWARD. 


Acting upon the authority of the con- 
vention, we authorized President Gom- 
pers and Vice-President Morris to make 
every preparation for a most extensive 
exhibit at the Jamestown Exposition. It 
was of the most instructive and inter- 
esting character, Including in its scope 
the history of the American labor move- 
ment, its growth, and the magnificent re- 
sults obtained for the betterment of the 
workers in all fields of activity. 


It was of an economic and sociological 
character, as well as the finest union 
label products. It was a gratifying spec- 
tacle to view our exhibit In Jamestown 
during our Norfolk convention, when the 
men of labor and students beheld that in 
one of the large buildings not only that 
large space was devoted to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor exhibit, but that 
it aroused the deepest interest of all 
visitors to obtain an object lesson of the 
scope of our work and our achievements. 


The exposition authorities have granted 
to the American Federation of Labor the 
gold medal and diploma for the exhibit. 
To much credit can not be given for 
these results to President Gompers and 
Vice-President Morris. 
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CONCLUSION. 


We urge our fellow unionists to still 
greater effort in organizing the yet un- 
organized workers, so that not only our 
movement may be strengthened, but for 
its beneficent influences upon the toilers 
and all our people. ° 


With our movement extended, and 
unity, fraternity and solidarity more 
thorougLly exemplified: with our unions 
establishing a system of higher dues and 
corresponding benefits, continually great- 
er advances will be made in the mate- 
rial, social and moral uplift of all, and 
make for the greater success and per- 
manency of our labor organizations and 
in full affiliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


The legislation so necessary at the 
hands of our federal, state and munici- 
pal governments should be pressed to & 
successful conclusion, and by the com- 
mon concert of action on all fields of 
activity will bring to our cause its full- 
est fruition in the establishment of a 
better and a higher life, not only for the 
toiling milions, but for all our people. 


Fraternally yours, 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
First Vice-President, 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
Second Vice-President, 
JAS. O’CONNELL, 
Third Vice-President, 
MAX MORRIS, 
Fourth Vice-President, 
D. A. HAYES, 
Fifth Vice-President, 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, 
Sixth Vice-President, 
WM. D. HUBER, 
Seventh Vice-President, 
JOS. F. VALENTINE, 
Eighth Vice-President, 
JOHN B. LENNON, 
Treasurer, 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, 
Executive Council American Federation 
of Labor. 


Delegate Mahon—I move that that por- 
tion of the report calling for the ap- 
pointment of two special committees be 
adopted at this time, and that the Chair 
be instructed to appoint the committees. 
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The motion was seconded, and carried 
by unanimous vote. 


President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of the following special com- 
mittees: . 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LINCOLN’S 
CELEBRATION: D. A, Hayes, James 
M. Lynch, W. D. Ryan, D. G. Ramsay, 
Edmond F. Ward, Jo. Evans, J. Mahlon 
Barnes, Nellie O’Boy, Elias Breidenbach, 
T. C. Kelsey, Hugh Kirk, John T. But- 
ler, D. J. Tobin, Howard O. Smith, Hugh 
McDonald. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON A. F. OF 
L. OFFICE BUILDING: Frank Duffy, 
Frank M. Ryan, R. E. Woodmansee, John 
R. Dunne, P. J. Flannery, Louis Kemper, 


Melvia Richter, J. W. Kline, James T. 
McHugh, Victor Altman, Herbert 
Crampton, Frank L. Rist, Joseph A. 


Franklin, Thos. J. Curtis, Geo. P. Foster. 


President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing changes in the membership of 
committees: . 

Delegate John E. Longstreet on Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies in 
place of John P. White. 

John P. White, Committee on Boy- 
cotts in place of R. E. Woodmansee, who 
is not in attendance. 

Patrick D. Daley, 
Secretary’s Report in place of John 
Weber, who is not in attendance. 

Harry Thomas, on Committee on Edu- 
cation, in place of Charles W. Fear, who 
is not In attendance. 

John Carey, on Committee on Local 
and Federated Bodies, in place of John 
H. Brinkman, who is not in attendance. 

David McLennan, on Committee on 
State Organization, in place of Santiago 
Iglesias, who is not in attendance. 


Delegate Mangan—Is the report of the 
Executive Council, aside from the por- 
tion already acted on, still before the 
house? 

President Gompers—The different sub- 
jects considered in the report will be dis- 
tributed and referred to the appropriate 
committees, 

Delegate Mangan-—I desire information 
in regard to Resolution No. 66 of the 
Norfolk Convention. The resolution re- 
fers to the controversy between the 
steam fitters and the plumbers. Is the 
Building Trades Department, to which 
that matter has been referred, subordi- 
nate to the American Federation, or Is 
it a co-ordinate body? 

Vice-President Duncan—The course fol- 
lowed will be that the subject-matter 
will be referred to the proper committee. 
The committee will report to this Con- 
vention whether or not it recommends 
that the matter be referred to the 
Building Trades Department. The Con- 


on Committee on 
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vention will then take action on the re- 
port of the committee. , 

Mr. Montgomery, for the Local Com- 
mittee, announced the program of enter- 
tainment for Wednesday, and stated 
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that the special train for Colorado 
Springs would leave the Union Depot at 
8:30 a. m. 

At 12:30 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 2:30 p. m. . 


SECOND DAY—Tuesday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:30 p. m., Tuesday, November 10, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Sullivan (John), 
O’Brien, Sanders, Richardson, Thomas, 
Feeney, Costello, Willlams (J. J.), Cruick- 
shank, Coombe, Lawlor, 
Price. Potter, O’Sullivan, 
(James), Quinn, Alpine, Paravicini, Ma- 
hon, Clark (W. W.). Byrnes, Longstreet, 
Hatch, Walter, Young, Lynch (Patricx): 
Smith (W. J.), Garrett, Maloney (P.), 
Welch. Hood, Moore, Peterson, Chavey, 
Witt, Piggott, Chrisman, Hart (Charles 
E.), McKee (Anna), Leonard, Carroll, 
Nutt, Gass. . 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 
reading of the: minutes of the ‚preceding 
session was dispensed with. . 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Mr. Charles F. Garfield, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Rochester, N. Y., in which the American 
Federation of Labor was invited to hold 
its next Convention in that city. Mr. 
Garfield stated that the Mayor of 
Rochester joined with him in extending 
the invitation; that a convention hall 
would be provided free of charge to the 
Federation, and that the Chamber of 
Commerce Building, including an as- 
sembly hall, would be at the disposal of 
the Convention. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

“Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 10, 1908. 
“John R. Alpine, or President Samuel 

Gompers, Denver, Colo. 

‘Extend to President Gompers and as- 
sembled delegates best wishes for suc- 
cessful deliberations in the Convention. 

“Sincerely, 
“WwW. F. COAKLEY, 
"Representative-elect, Missouri.’ 


“Kansas City, Mo:, Nov. 10, 1908. 


“Samuel Gompers, Convention Hall, Den- 
ver, Colo. 


“Your work has left its impression on 
the country. Be nothing daunted by de- 
feat. Remember Robert Bruce, emulate 
his example, and victory for organized 
labor will come. May harmony in the 
Convention be the renewal of pledges of 


fealty to the movement of the people in 
their leaders, and the non-partisan cam- 
paign accomplish the desired results— 
peace and prosperity to the faithful. 


“WILLIAM J. GILTHORPE.”’ 


“Washington, D. C., Nov. 9, 1908. 
“Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison and 
James O’Connell, American Federation 
ont Labor Convention Hall, Denver, 
olo. 


“The Central Labor Union of the Na- 
tional Capital sends you greetings and 
best wishes. We love you for the din- 
ner you will miss. 

“SAM DeNEDREY, 
“Secretary.”’ 


“Springfield, Mo., Nov. 10, 1908. 


“American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, Denver, Colo. 


“Fraternal greetings. We heartily 
recommend President Gompers’ _re-elec- 
tion to his present office for interest 


taken in recent campaign. 


“CHARLES DAILY, 
“President, 
“Cc. W. CARTER, 
“Secretary, 
“Coach Painters’ Union 375.’ 


President Gompers—At the session yes- 
terday it was decided to refer the ques- 
tion of the contested delegation from 
the Electrical Workers to a special com- 
mittee of five to be appointed by the 
chair. I have selected the committee and 
have submitted the list to both Mr. Mc- 
Nulty and Mr. Reid. They both agree 
that the committee is an eminently fair, 
just and capable one. I will therefore 
read the names of the committee: 


Joseph M. Weber, of the American 
Federation of Musicians; R. P. Rubin, of 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Tele- 
graphers; John DB. Lennon, of the 
Journeymen Tallors’ Union; D. 8. Fitz- 
gerald, of the Amalgamated Street and 
Electric Railway Employes; James A. 
Roach, of the International Iron Mould- 
ers’ Union. 


The special order of business Is the de- 
ferred report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
report of the committee on the creden- 
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tals of the Operative Plasterers’ delega- 
tion: 

We have received credentials from the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociatign fur Juhn Donlin, Peter G. Cook, 
James O’Connor and John G. Twyford, 
as delegates to this Convention. They 
are not entitled to seats, however, in 
view of the fact that charter has not 
yet been granted to this association. 


Delegate Mangan moved that the dele- 
gates of the Operative Plasterers be al- 
lowed seats in the Convention without 
a vote. (Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—The Operative 
Plasterers are anxious to become affillated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
Their application was recelved at the 
headquarters too late to correspond with 
the various international organizations 
that might have similar jurisdiction. It 
occurred to me that, as the various bulld- 
ing trades are represented in this Conven- 
tion, it might be well to refer this appli- 
cation to a committee of five from the 
building trades for the purpose of ar- 
ranging a satisfactory line of demarca- 
tion between the organizations that have 
protests in at the present time, or any 
other organizations that may be of the 
opinion that the Plasterers’ claim of 
jurisdiction is an infringement on their 
jurisdiction. For that reason I move to 
amend the motion made by Delegate 
Mangan to the extent that it be referred 
to a committee of five to be selected from 
the building trades. The question of 
seating the delegates will then come up 
on the report of the committee. 

Delegate Mangan—I will accept the 
Secretary's amendment 

The motion of Delegate Mangan, as 
amended by Secretary Morrison, was 
adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
from the report of the Committee on 
Credentials: . 

We have credentials for T. W. Rowe, 
from the Ohio State Federation of La- 
bor: J. F. Tobin, from the Muncie, In- 
diana, Trades Council; W. W. Davies, of 
the Imont County, Ohlo, Central 
Trades and Labor Council, and Frederick 
Shane, from the Toledo, Ohio, Central 
Labor Union. These gentlemen are 
members of the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Asscciation, and we recom- 
mend that they be not seated as dele- 

tes, our recommendation based on 

ection 5 of Article IV of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, as follows: 

"No organization or person that has 


seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled by the American Federation of 
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Labor, or by any national or interna- 
tional organization, connected with this 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this Federation, or in any 
Central Body or national or international 
union connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section.” 


Delegate Ford—I move you that the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials be 
concurred in. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Mahon and Mr. Rowe, of the Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union. 

When Mr. Rowe had spoken the full 
time allowed under the rules Delegate 
Kemper moved that his time be ex- 
tended. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 

The question was further discussed by 
Mr. Rowe, Delegate Klapetzky, Mr. 
Shane, Mr. Tobin, Secretary Morrison, 
Vice-President Mitchell and Vice-Presi- 
dent Hayes. 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice-Prestdent O’Connell, Delegate 
Lewis (T. L.), Vice-President Duncan, 
Delegate Walker (J. H.), and President 
Gompers. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to cdncur In the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the time limit for the introduction of 
resolutions, except by the unanimous 
consent of the Convention, be fixed at 
5 o'clock next Thursday. 

President Gompers—That is the law 
now, but {if it is agreeable to the Con- 
vention it will be ordered that, ,.iInasmuch 
as we will have no session of the Con- 
vention to-morrow, that day ought not 
to Interfere with the opportunity of the 
delegates to introduce resolutions, and 
the time limit will be extended until 
Friday evenirg. 

Delegate Lewis—I object. The law 
fixes the time limit at 5 o’clock Thurs- 
day. 

Delegate Fairgrieve—The Constitution 
states that the time limit shall be the 


end of the fourth day’s session. There 
is no session to-morrow. 
President Gompers—Delegate Fair- 


grieve has interpreted the Constitution 
correctly. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gompers 
to the various committees: 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


Resolution No. 1—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 


Amendment to Article XI, Section 2, of 
American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
tion, to provide for its application to lo- 
cal councils of the Building Trades De 
partment. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 


WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused to 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated 8o- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, TH&t this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher of the International Photo 
Engravers: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibilities, 
to wit: ihe immigration to the United 
States and its insular territory of large 
and increasing numbers of Japanese, Ko- 
reans and other Asiatic laborers; and 

WHEREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
Asiatic immigrants on the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Amerl- 
can standards In these essential respects; 
(2) that the racial incompatibility, as be- 
tween the peoples of the Orient and the 
United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coldniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our ,in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened and’ partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tlons between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual convention as- 
sembled this 10th day of November, 
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1908, that the terms of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act should be enlarged and ex- 
tended so as to permanently exclude 
from the United States and its insular 
territory all classes of Asiatics other 
than those exempted by the present 
terms of that Act; therefore, be it fur- 


ther 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration and 
action by that body. . 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 4-By Delegates James 
O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, A. F. Stark, 
Thomas Van Lear and H. W. Churchill 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 


WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Machinists was chartered by the 


American Federation of Labor and con- 


ceded, so far as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has a right to do so, jur- 
isdiction over all work performed by ma- 
chinists, regardless of where such work 
is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter of affiliation 
to the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors over the protest of the In- 
ternational! Association of Machinists, be- 
cause the jurisdiction claims made by 
the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, namely: that members of 
the said organization should be con- 
ceded the right to assemble, erect or re- 
pair engines, pumps, dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has always had, 
and still claims, jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erecting and repairing of en- 
gines, pumps and dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators or performing similar work, 
regardless of where said machines may 
be assembled, erected or repaired; and 

WHEREAS, The executive officers of 
the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, with a view to adjusting said 
dispute between the two organizations, 
and with the further view of carrying 
out the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor, appointed a committee of its 
national officers to meet with a similar 
committee of the International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. Said meeting 
was held between the representatives of 
both organizations at the headquarters 
of the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, 1529 Nineteenth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., August 29, 1908 No 
adjustment or agreement was reached. 
The representatives of the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors refused 
to concede that the assembling, erecting 
or repairing of engines, pumps, dynamos 
and other machinery’ necessary to 
operate elevators was the work of a ma- 
chinist:;: and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists to 
the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor were 
instructed to bring this controversy to 
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the attention of this Convention, with a 
view to having a decision rendered that 
should be binding upon both organiza- 
tions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the delegates assem- 
bled at the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the International Association 
of Machinists has jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erection or repatring of 
engines, pumps, dynamos and other ma- 
chinery necessary to operate elevators in 
buildings or elsewhere. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 5—By Delegate James 
Whittaker, of Federal Labor Union 11823: 


WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union 11823 
of Evanston, Wyoming, consisting of 
machinists’ helpers, pire men and help- 
ers, boiler washers e lighters, station- 
ary firemen, engine wipers and wrecking 
engineers employed on the Union Pacific 
Railroad, have been reduced 3 to 50 per 
cent. in the last year, and we can not 
secure any redress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 

laced in the field to cover the entire 

nion Pacific System from Omaha to 
Evanston for the purpose of thoroughly 
organizing the above named employes of 
the Union Pacific into federal labor unions, 
to the end that they can resist further re- 
duction and secure improved conditions. 


Referred to Committee on State Organ- 
izations. 

Resolution No. 6—By Delegate Robert 
Glockling, of the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders has adopted a label 
to be used exclusively on blank books, to 
which the Allied Printing Trades labels 
do not apply, such as ordinary daybooks, 
journals, plain ledgers, blotters, exercise 

ooks, cash books or any class of books 
without printing therein; and 

WHEREAS, Such label has received 
the endorsement of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades; and 

WHEREAS, The general use of this 
label will materially aid in organizing 
this particular branch of the bookbind- 
ing industry which has heretofore been 
found difficult to reach by reason of the 
fact that much of this class of work Is 

roduced by cheap foreign labor to a 
arge extent on a sweat-shop basis; and 

WHEREAS, A great deal of this class 


of goods Is constantly in use in our thou-’ 


sands of labor organizations; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, do hereby recommend that all la- 
bor organizations afflliated herewith do 
encourage, to the extent of their ability, 
the use of the “Bookbinders’ Blank-Book 
Label” by giving preference to such 
blank books as bear the label of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 
and we further recommend that all labor 
journals do ald and encourage, through 
their columns, the use of the same. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 7—By Delegate R. Glock- 
ling, of the International Brotherhood of 


Bookbinders: 
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WHEREAS, The principle is generally 
applied in United States federal and state 
law that work rformed for federal, 
state and municipalities shall be ex- 
ecuted by citizens of the United States; 


and 

WHEREAS, Such provision, in the 
opinion of this American Federation of 
Labor, serves to conserve the American 


standard of wages; and 
this 


WHEREAS, The attention of 
American Federation of Labor having 
been called, by the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders, to the fact that the 
firm of Cedric Chivers, limited, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and Bath, England, are con- 
tractors for the bookbinding required by 
the public libraries of Greater New York, 
and other large centers of the United 
States, and do, in viglation of the law 
above referred to, c stantly ship this 
library binding to their Bath, England, 
factory, where it is bound under wage 
conditions that compare to about 30 per 
cent. of the American wage standard, the 
American wage being $20.00 to $2.00 per 
week, as compared with $7.00 to $7.50 at 
Bath, this work being permitted, under 
the United States Tariff, to be re-ad- 
mitted into this country free of duty; and 


WHEREAS, The volume of this work 
required by the public libraries is of 
such magnitude as to cause most serious 
loss of employment to thie particular 
branch of the Bookbinding craft; and 


WHEREAS, A palpable injustice is 
thereby done to all citizens who, by their 
contribution of taxes that support the 
public libraries, are deprived of the bene- 

ts that should accrue to the community 
from this industry; in addition to which, 
they are unwillingly assisting to place in 
the hands of themselves and their chil- 
dren books bound under conditions that 
tend to lower the standard of American 
citizenship; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby strongly 
protest against public work being sent 
out of the country to be performed by 
cheap foreign labor to the detriment and 
menace to the American wage standard; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does strongly recom- 
mend to organized labor that they ren- 
der all possible assistance to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Bookbinders in 
their efforts to eradicate this manifest 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 8—-By Delegate Charles 
T. Smith, of the Washington, D. C., Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That it 1 
this Twenty-Eighth Annual Con ee 
that all subordinate unions of Interna- 
tional and National unions are hereby 
requested to immediately afflliate with 


the city central bodies of their res 
localities, espective 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 9-By Delegate Frank J. 
Pulver, Colorado State Federation of 
Labor: 
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WHEREAS, The Blue Cross buttons or 
pins which originated in Denver, Colo., 
and which have been so persistently 
pushed and become so universally known 
as the Union Label League emblem; and 

WHEREAS, We, the delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention as- 
sembled, believe that much good can and 
will be accomplished by a general use of 
such emblem; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. in the Twenty-Eighth An- 
nual Convention assembled, That we en- 
dorse the Blue Cross buttons or pins, 
emblems of the Union Label League 
movement, and that the same be placed 
upon the colored and official Union Label 
Bulletin issued by this Federation. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 10-By Delegate Edw. 


B. Goltra, of the National Federation of, 


Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, There has been presented 
to Congress by the Keep Commission a 
bill for the retirement of employes in 


the classified civil service, which bill has . 


been referred to the Committee on Re- 
form in the Civil Service, and is expected 
to be passed upon by the next Congress; 
therefore, be it . 
RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
take this occasion to unqualifiedly ex- 
press our endorsement of the principles 
of our National Civil Service w and 
urge the enforcement of it in its true 
spirit. We also emphatically favor the 
passing of some suitable retirement bill, 
both as a matter of justice to the em- 
ployes themselves and of value to the 
government, and as a worthy object les- 
son for states, counties and cities, and 
for large employers of labor in our land. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 11—By Delegate Edw. 


B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, at 
Norfolk, Va., November 11, 1907, did in- 
struct its Legislative Committee to sup- 
port any remedial! legislation that should 
be Introduced in the 60th Congress look- 
ing towards better hours and pay for 
postal clerks; and 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced 
along these lines in the present Con- 
gress, and are known on the calendars 
of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States as follows: 
H. R. 11808, by Mr. McDermott of Illinois, 
on the matter of hours; Senate 4491 and 
H. R. 18868, by Mr. LaFollette of Wis- 
consin and Mr. W. B. Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, on the question of pay, and 
H. R. 16871, by Mr. Nichols of Pennsyl- 
vania, extending the leaves of absence 
with pay; and 

WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks acknowledge’ and 
are grateful for the ald ever rendered 
their cause, and are of the opinion that 
the American Federation of Labor can 
assist them; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record as cndors- 
ing these several bills, copies of which 
accompany this resolution, and that the 
Legislative Committee be instructed to 
use its utmost means, power and influ- 
ence to secure for the officers of the 
National Federation of Post Office Clerks 
a wearing in committee on the above 

Ss. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Chas. 
T. Smith, of Washington, D. C., Central 
Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, Foreign steamship inter- 
ests introduced Senate Bill 6083, which 
would virtually repeal section 42, a much 
needed humane provision requiring more 
air space and better sanitary conditions 
on immigrant ships; and 

WHEREAS, The illiteracy test is the 
most practical means for the restricting 
of the present immigration of cheap 
labor, whose competition is so ruinous; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union that we earnestly 
beseech and petition Congress to enact 
the illiteracy test into law, and to refuse 
any modification of section 42, unless it 
be to increase the amount of air space 
and to require better sanitary accommo- 
dations in the steerage. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 13—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Union Label is the 
trade mark of our trade unions; ind 

WHEREAS, This trade mark has been 
adopted to be used by all members of 
trade unions as a guide to distinguish 
the fair union made products from those 
that are unfair; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union has adopted a blue 
label for the express purpose of giving 
the purchaser undisputed proof that the 
tobacco he buys which bears the blue 
label is the product of union labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ 
blue label has received the endorsement 
of the American Federation of Labor 
and all its affiliated unions, and 

WHEREAS, It is essential to the best 
{interest of the Tobacco Workers’ Inter- 
national Union that the greatest possible 
patronage shall be given to the tobacco 
products bearing the union label; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, November, 1908, hereby 
reaffirms its previous endorsement of the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
affiliated unions are requested to lend 
their assistance in creating a greater de- 
mand for tobacco bearing the blue label. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 14—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Unlon: 
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WHEREAS, Recent court decisions 
have practically negatived the prosecut- 
ing of boycotts on unfair corporations 
and industries, thereb 
workers of a means 0 
pressions imposed; and 


WHEREAS, A means of redress for 
wrongs and oppressions imposed is nec- 
essary for the protection of the workers 
and those dependent upon them; and 

WHEREAS, The accomplishment of 
this purpose and end will require the more 
systematic, vigorous and constant agita- 
tion among the trade unionists and among 
those who are not members of any trade 
union, but who are open to conviction as 
to the true merits and meaning of the 
“Trade Marks’ of the trade unions, edu- 
cation being necessary to the success of 
our noble movement; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That an arrangement be 
effected by and between the National 
and International Unions (that have a 
trade mark that the public generally 
should be in closer touch with and have 
a greater knowledge of), whereby a space 
of one or two pages in each monthly 
ournal shall be devoted to the advertis- 
ng of a given number of Union Labels 
each month. That a system of electro- 
types of a standard size be gotten up of 


depriving the 
redress for op- 
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a given number by National and Inter- 
national Unions containing a cut of the 
respective labels with suitable reading 
matter around it, giving instructions as 
to where each particular label will be 
found on the products of that particu- 
lar craft. That these electrotypes be 
shipped to the American Federation of 
Labor headquarters, and there grouped 
and numbered so that each label will be 
presented to the members of each Na- 
tional and International Union durin 

the succeeding 12 months. That eac 

group of labels for assignment shall be 
numbered, and the respective journals 
be also numbered. That one group be 
shipped to each journal from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor headquarters, 
and after that. Journal No. 1 shall ship. 
after publication. Group No. 1 to Journal 
No. 100, or whatever the highest number 
be after the numbering has been com- 
pleted, each group number being moved 
up each month until each group has ap- 
peared in each one of the journals enter- 
ing this plan of label advertising. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

At 5:30 p. m. the Convention adjourned, 
to reconvene at 9 a. m, Thursday, Novem- 
ber 12. 


THIRD DAY—Thursday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m, Thursday, November 12th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Huber, Sanders, Richardson, Barnes, Loe- 
benberg, Thomas, Cable, McManus, 
Feeney, Williams (J. J.), Pfeiffer, Price, 
Grout, zyegtine, Wilson (Jas.), Tracy 
(Wm. J Paravicini, Byrnes, Powell, 
Smith (win, J.), Welch, Hood, Moore, 
Peterson, Chavey, Witt Piggott, Chris- 
man, Hart (C. E.), Whalen, Leonard, 
Nutt, Snyder. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon reading 
of the minuteg of the preceding session 
was dispensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 

New Orleans, Nov. 11, 1908. 
Hon. Samuel Gompers, Denver, Colo. 


The members of the Farmers’ Educa- 
tional and Co-operative Union of America, 
in national conference, sends the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor fraternal greet- 


C. 8. BARRETT, President. 


Secretary Morrison also read a commu- 
nication from the Jewish Consumptives’ 
Relief Society, in which an invitation was 
extended to the delegates to visit the 
sanitorium of the society during their stay 
in Denver. The communication also spoke 
of the growth of the work of the soclety. 

Delegate Coombe, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 

Your Credential Committee begs to sub- 
mit the following supplemental report: 

The indebtedness of the following or- 
ganizations having been paid, we recom- 
mend that their delegates be seated: 

Foundry Employes’ International 
Brotherhood—George Bechtold, 7 votes. 


United Textile Workers—John Golden, 
Samuel Ross, 129 votes, 

Lake County, Indiana Central Labor 
Union—Emmet eon 1 vote. 


Washington, C., Central Labor 
Union—Chas. T. Zauß, 1 vote. 


Tobacco Strippers’ Union 10,422—Melvia 
Richter, 1 vote. 

We recommend that E. F. Hart be 
seated in the place of J. L. Hon, as dele- 


gate from the Lithographers’ Interna- 
tional Protective Association, notification 
of the change having been received from 
the International Secretary. 


We furtoer recommend that Phil. Wur- 
ster be seated as delegate from the 
Central Labor Union of Evansville, Indi- 
ana, with 1 vote, and I. B. Kuhn as dele- 
gate from the McSherrystown, Pennsyl- 
vania Central Labor Union, with 1 vote. 

Mr. L. W. Quick will be unable to be 
present, and R. P. Rubin has been ap- 
pointed to serve in his place as delegate 
from the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 
We recommend that Mr. Rubin be seated 
in Mr, Quick’s place, 

Respectfully submitted, 


ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
ALVIN C. HOWES, 

Credential Committee. 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Caombe, for the Auditing Com- 
mittee, presented the following report: 


To the Delegates of the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—The committee appointed, as 
required by the Constitution, to examine 
and report upon the receipts, expendi- 
tures and financial condition of the 
American Federation of Labor, have at- 
tended to that duty, and submit for your 
consideration the following report: 

The total income of the Federation from 
all sources from October 1, 1907, until 
September %, 196, inclusive, was $207,- 
665.23, as follows: 


Per capita CAKeccccvcsccccvcsssececs o$h16, 110,93 


Supplies ........cccccccsscsecescse .... 10,690.10 
The American Federationist.. 20,722.41 
Assessment, I. T. UV................ 1,783.10 
Assessment, Textile Workers.... 30.00 
Assessment, Los Angeles.......... 16,342.02 
Assessment, Buck’s Stuve & 

Range Company........ecseeseeeee 15,665.70 
Legal Defense Fund..... ........... 11,822.26 
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Defense Fund ......ccscccssccececeee 14,827.20 
Premium on bonds..... ec cenccesccee 1,261.61 
1 receipts for the year...... $207 655.23 
ee Band October 1, 1907.. 127,910.02 
Grand total ..c.ccecscscccvcccccccs $835,565.25 


The expenses from October 1, 1907, until 


September %, 1908, Inclusive, was 51%, - 

937.36, as own: 

General account ................ ...+.9181,501.66 

The Amerlcan Federationist on. . 20,649.84 

Assessment, I. T. U.........cserr0.. 1,640.00 

Defense Fund ...........00000¢ 2... 12,124.00 

Premium on bonds..............- v. 1,021.96 
Total expenses for the year....$196,937.36 

RECAPITULATION. 
Grand total receipts...... ........ .82566. * 
Total expense .......... ..... ........ 196. 8. 38 


Balance on hand October 1, 1908.$138,627.89 


We find certificates of deposit and bank 
deposits (certified by the cashiers of each 
bank) to correspond with the above ac- 
count, as follows: 

In the hands of Treasurer John B. 
Lennon, $136,627.89, deposited in banks at 
Bloomington, Ill., and in possession of 
Secretary Frank Morrison, $2,000.00, de- 
posited in Riggs’ National Bank, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

President Gompers has in his possession 
and properly executed, twenty-two (22) 
certificates of deposits; twenty (2%) for 
$5,000 each, one (1) for $10,000 and one (1) 
for 8.9.4, which the committee ex- 
amined, finding them correct. 

The twenty-two (22) certificates are de- 
posited in various banks at Bloomington, 
Ill., as follows: 


McLean my Bank, Bix certifi 
cates, eac ugus 
1908, at 23........................... $ 30,000.00 
Corn Belt Bank, two certificates, 
35,000 each, July 5, 1907, at 34... 10,000.00 
German American Bank, two cer- 
tificates, $5,000 each, July 21, 
1908, at 3¢ 
Peoples Bank. three certificates, 
two at $5,000 each and one at 
$5,737.24, July 21, 1906 at 3¢..... . 15,737.24 
Third National Bank, five cer- 
tificates, $5,000 each, October 5, 
1908, at 2¢ 
State National Rank, one certifi- 
cate, $5,000, July 21, 1908, at 2¢.. 6,000.00 
State National Bank, two certifi- 
cates, Km) each, October 65, 


Btate National Bank, one certifi- 
cate, $10,000, October 5, 1908, at 
2¢ 


Carh accounts as follows: 
Treasurer John B. Lennon has 
on deposit in the State Na- 
tional Bank of Bloomington, 
Iil., subject to check.............. $ 
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On deposit in Riggs’ Na- 
tional Bank of Wash- 
ington, D. C., October 
1, 1908, subject to check 
of Frank Morrison, 
Secretary ................ $6,965.55 
Outstanding checks...... 4,905.55 


Total balance in banks, October 
1, 1908 .................. " ceeceeses $188,627.89 
We destre to express our appreciation 
of the business methods employed in con- 
ducting the financial affairs of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and also for 
the courteous consideration accorded us 
in the discharge of our duties. 
Fraternally submitted, 
ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
ALVIN C. HOWES, 
Auditing Committee. 


On motion of Delegate Sinclair the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Smith, secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Business, 
presented the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Greeting: We, your Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, beg leave 
to submit the following report: 


RULES, 

We recommend the adoption of the 
following rules for the government of 
the Convention: 

Rule 1—The Convention shall be called 
to order at 9 a. m., remain in session 
until 12 o’clock noon; re-assemble at 2 
p. m., and ccntinue in session until 5:30 
p. m., except on Saturday, which shall 
be a half-holiday. 

Rule 2-If a delegate while speaking be 
called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair, take his seat until the 
question of order is decided. 

Rule 3—Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who Is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4—No delegate shall Interrupt 
another in his remarks except It be to 
call him to a polnt of order. 

Rule 5-A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same question 
until all who wish to speak shall have 
had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question with- 
out permission from the Convention. 


2,000.00 
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‘Rule 7—Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 8—A motion shall not be open for 
discussion until it has been seconded 
and stated from the chair. 

Rule 9—At the request of five members 
the mover of a motion shall be required 
to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10—When a question is pending 
before the Convention no motion shall 
be in order except to adjourn, to refer, 
for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain 
time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 1l—Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 

Rule 2—A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13—Any delegate failing to pre- 
sent his card within 30 minutes after 
the Convention is called to order shall 
be marked absent, but In the event of 
unavoidable absence he may so report to 
the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 14—It shall require at least 13 
members to move the previous question, 

Rule 15—All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introducer and the title 
of the organization he represents, 

Rule 16—No motion or resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or intro- 
ducer has had a chance to speak if he 
or she so desires. 

Rule 17—No resolutions shall be re- 
ceived after Friday session, November 
13, without unanimous consent of the 
Convention. 

Rule 18—Roberts’ Rules shall be the 
guide on all matters not herein pro- 
vided. 

Rule 19-The main body of the hall 
shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1—Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with unless 
called for. 

2—Report of Committee on Credentials. 

3—Report of Officers. 

4—Report of Regular Committees. 

§—Report of Special Committees. 

6—Unfinished Business. 

7—New Business. 

$—Election of Officers. 
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9—Good of the Federation. 
10—Adjournment. 

Respectfully submitted, ° 
ALVIN C. HOWES, Chairman, 
GEO. K. SMITH, Secretary, 

A. B. LOEBENBERG, 

E. J. BRAIS, 

J. J. MOCKLER, 
FRANK KORALEK, 
JAMES McKENZIE, 
HARRY F. McCORMACK, 
HENRY H. BOETTGER, 
FRANK DETLEF, 

JO8. W. MORTON. 


Delegate Mahon—Has the committee 
made any report on the question of the 
casting of the entire vote of an organiza- 
tion when part of the delegation is ab- 
sent? 

President Gompers—That could not be 
settled by a rule; that is provided for in 
the Constitution. The organization is en- 
titled to the vote. The delegates repre- 
sent the organization. 

The question raised by Delegate Mahon 
was discussed by Delegates Mahon, 
Wheeler and President Gompers. 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire to offer an 
amendment to the report of the committee 
in regard to the question of introducing 
substitutes and negative motions while 
the report of a committee is pending. I 
offer the following as a rule to be added 
to what has been submitted: ‘When a 
report of a committee is pending, no 
negative motion or substitute shall be 
in order.” 

Delegate Lewis—I move that the report 
of the Committee on Rules be taken up 
seriatim and acted on. (Seconded and 
carried.) . 


Vice-President Mitchell in the chair. 

Rules 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9 and 10 were 
read by the secretary of the committee, 
and each one adopted as read. 

Rule 11. Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 
. President Gompers—It seems to me some 
addition or qualification is necessary to 
Rule 1. If a motion is made that the 
subject before the house be laid on the 
table for a definite time, it seems to me 
the subject of time is then debatable, I 
would suggest that the following be add- 
ed: ‘‘Unless the motion to lay on the 
table shall apply to the time, and then 
be only amendable or debatable as to 
time.’’ 

Delegate Lynch—Why not add instead: 
“Except as limited by Roberts’ Rules of 
Order?” 


116 


President Gompers accepted the amend- 
ment suggested by Delegate Lynch, and 
the amendment was accepted by the com- 
mittee. 

Rule 11, as amended, was then adopted. 

Rule 12 was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Treasurer Lennon—The rule I offered, 
if it is to be adopted, should follow Rule 
12. I offer the following new rule: ‘‘When 
a report of a committee is pending, no 
negative motion or substitute shall be in 
order.’ (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Mitchell—Does that mean 
a negative substitute? 

Treasurer Lennon—Yes. 

Delegate Fairgrieve—I move to strike 
out the word ‘substitute’ in the pro- 
posed new rule. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Lewis, who spoke in opposition to the 
amendment offered by Treasurer Lennon. 

Treasurer Lennon moved that the 
amendment be referred to the committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegates Lynch, Mahon end Smith 
spoke in opposition to referring. 

The question was discussed in a general 
way by Delegate Walker. 

Delegate Savage moved that the entire 
subject be laid upon the table. . 

The motion was seconded, but lost by 
a vote of 99 to 71. 

President Gompers—I suggest that this 
be referred to the Committee on Rules, 
they to report at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Treasurer Lennon—I accept that. 

Rule 18 was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Rule 14 It shall require at least twelve 
members to move the previous question. 

Delegate Mahon—I move that the rule 
be amended to require at least thirty 
members to move the previous question. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Rules 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 were adopted 
as reported by the committee. 

The order of business was taken up 
seriatim, and each section adopted as re- 
ported by the committee. 

Delegate Lynch—I desire to offer the 
following amendment to the report of the 
committee: ‘When a roll call vote has 
been taken, and all delegates present have 
had the opportunity to record their votes, 
the ballot shall be declared closed.” 
(Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison suggested that the 
rule be amended to read ‘‘delegates or 
delegations,’’ Instead of delegates.“ The 
amendment was accepted by Delegate 
Lynch, 

Heretofore the count has been taken 
and while in process of tabulation dele- 
gations have come in and recorded their 
votes. We should have some rule 80 
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that in closely contested cases we will 
know where we stand. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Gallagher, McKee, Howes, Mahon, 
Lynch, Lewis, Walker, Smith, Kemper, 
Treasurer Lennon and Vice-President 
Duncan. 

The amendment to the report of the 
committee offered by Delegate Lynch, as 
amended by Secretary Morrison, was 
adopted. 

Delegate Kemper moved the following 
amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee: “When a rol] call ballot has been 
ordered that no adjournment take place 
until the result has been announced.” 
(Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Vice- 
President Duncan, Delegates Mahon, 
Kemper and Secretary Morrison. 

The motion offered by Delegate Kemper 
was carried. 

President Gompers announced that, ac- 
cording to the custom of the Convention, 
the time for hearing from the fraternal 
delegates had been fixed at ten o’clock 
Thursday morning, and introduced to the 
Convention Mr. John Wadsworth, one of 
the fraternal delegates from the British 
Trades Union Congress, who said, in 
part: 


Mr. President and Delegates—It is hard- 
ly necessary for me to say that I am ex- 
ceedingly delighted to be at this Conven- 
tion held in this city in 1908. This is the 
first time that I have had the opportu- 
nity and the privilege of seeing the new 
country, and seeing its people on its own 
soil. wish I could be assured that I 
was going to pay a few other visits In the 
near future a to attend other conven- 
tions of this Federation. We have been 
here scarcely a fortnight, yet my wife, my 
colleague and myself have seen a eat 
deal of the country. We are exceedingly 
obliged to you for the very great kindness 
yeu have shown us since we landed at 

ew York. 

I am pleased to be here, Mr. Chalrman, 
because this is a representative meeting o 
the Trade Unions of America. I would 
much rather attend a meeting of this de- 
scription than a meeting of any other de- 
scription, political or otherwise I have 
been a Trade Unionist ever since I was a 
little boy and have seen the results 
wrought in the old country through the 
efforts of the Trade Unions. I remember 
working in the pit when I was quite a 
little fellow. In those days it was not a 
question of eight hours from bank to 
bank, or from any other point. We used 
to work, especially in the winter time, 
without seeing daylight from Monday 
morning until Saturday night. That con- 
dition of things has been altogether al- 
tered as far as Great Britain is concerned. 

This is a great country, but as far as I 
can see from observation up to the pres- 
ent time. large as it is, you have the same 
difficulties to a larger or smaller degree, 
to face in the very near future, that we 
have had to face in the old country in 
years gone by. Some of our friends in the 
old country tell ug everything is contente 
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ment and peace so far as America is con- 
cerned. I am very much afraid that is 
not true. We in Great Britain look up to 
the United States of America as a world 
within itself, and when we come to realize 
that Great Britain is composed of about 
160,000 square miles of territory, and when 
we learn that the United States is com- 
posed of two and a half million square 
mileg of territory we are amazed. It ap- 
pears to me that it does not matter very 
much whether working people live in free 
trade Great Britain or protected America, 
if they are not in a position through their 
organizations to force out of the employ- 
ers of labor and capitalists their fair 
share of the profits made by their labor. 
1 believe, as I have believed all along the 
line, that there is nothing more efficacious 
nothing | that will serve the interest of 
labor tter than powerful organizations. 
‘those organizations ought to be estab- 
lished in every trade. here people have 
to work they are bound to be united to- 
gether to get the justice and equity they 
ought to have. 

In England we have gone through a 
great deal, as some of you know. It used 
to be that we could not have a public 
meeting even in Great Britain. By and by 
we got the Trade Union Act in 1871. We 
went on with that charter for thirty years 
or over, then we had the same condition 
forced upon us you are havi forced upon 
you in this country—what Ig known in 

ngland as judge-made law. We have our 
injunctions just as you are having them 
in this country. Trade Union funds were 
made attachable for damages, and in con- 
sequence they were of no power to serve 
the workmen. They were not satisfied 
with that, and for a time the great cap- 
italistic {nterests there were delighted 
with the results of the Taff Vale decision 
given in Great Britain. They were not 
satisfied with the Taff Vale decision, but 
they attacked the associations’ funds. 
They sued us for damages. The damages 
they sued us for would amount in this 
country to over $1,000,000, but the Trade 
Unions were determined that they would 
not be put down by any Taff Vale de- 
cision or judge-made law. I hope that 
will be the position taken by our friends 
on this side‘of the water. I hope you will 
not rest satisfied until you are made free 
men once more. 

We had a great struggle, and you in this 
country will have a great struggle, and if 
the workers are not united—nay, and if 
they are united, you will have a struggle 
from now on to get better wages and con- 
ditions and to keep intact the wages 
and conditions that you have got that are 
satisfactory up to the present time. We 
have got through Trades Unions for 
twenty years a great deal in Great 
Britain, not only in the mining industry, 
but in the fron, steel, ship building and 
cotton industries. Al] that has been 
gained has been through the men of 
Great Britain becoming organized. If they 
were not organized we would not be in the 

ition we are in to-day. Since 1888, as 
Ar as mining is concerned. a great deal 
has been gained; and what is true of 
m'ning is true of the iron, steel, ship 
bullding and cotton industries. In 1888 we 
were working for very low wages and in 
some instances for very long hours. In 
that vear we commenced to agitate for 
better wages. The owners and capitalists 
of the old country, like the owners and 


117 


capitalists of the new country, said it was 
impossible for them to pay higher wages 
without ruining the industries of the coun- 
try. We pressed forward, however, and 
got an advance, which was followed by 
other advances, until we had forty per 
cent. above the 1888 rate. 

In 1893 we had notices given for a re- 
duction of twenty-five per cent. in wages. 
That we resisted for four months. Uiti- 
mately we got what is known as the 
“Lord Rosebery Agreement.’ We se- 
cured as a minimum wage thirty per 
cent. over and above what was paid in 
1888. We went on then until we secured 
thirty-five per cent. above the rate of 
1888. The present agreement gives us 
thirty-seven and one-half per cent. above 
the wages of . Now we are trying to 
have that made a basis rate. We got the 
Scotch miners to form a federation, which 
was followed by a federation of Welsh 
miners. Now we have three great 
branches, all amalgamated in one fed- 
eration and working for one end. If we 
stick together, we are sure that we will 
ultimately succeed in the objects we have 
in view. 

In England we have got free from the 
Taff Vale decision. We have a Trades 
Dispute Bill that puts us back to the 
pos tion that we occupied previous to the 

aff Vale decision. 

We have an old-age pension bill which 
comes into operation on the first of Janu- 
ary next year. It is not the Dill we 
wanted, but it is a start, and we hope 
to improve it as time proceeds. At the 
present it will include somewhere about 

,000 people seventy years and over. 
Ultimately we hope to get it down to 
sixty-five years. Then we intend dealin 
with workers who are sick and lame an 
not capable of working. We have not 
done that as yet, but we passed, last year, 
the Small Holdings Act, which will prove 
beneficial to the working people of Eng- 
land. This act already has had a num- 
ber of plications. Already 19,000 appli- 
cations have been made for 300.000 acres 
of land by the working people of Great 
Britain, and we believe when this act is 
thoroughly established, it will assist the 
workers to a very considerable extent. 

We have not been able as yet to get on 
the statute books anything that is satis- 
factory in dealing with the unemployed. 
We have a kind of promise that next 
year the present government will do 
something towards dealing with the ques- 
tion. This year the government will 
spend £300,000 towards a central fund for 
the rellef of the unemployed. That is a 
fair start in that direction. They are 
going to find employment for 2,100 men in 
repairing work at the docks, and they 
expect to spend some £73,000 in that di- 
rection. Then they are going to find em- 
ployment for about 2,400 men in building 


ships. I rather regret that, because the 
ships they are going to build are war- 
ships. and that is not a thing that work- 


ing men in either this country or the old 
country wish. It would be far better for 
Great Britain, America and the con- 
tinent, as far as the working people are 
concerned, to build railroads and bridges. 

It is not my intention to keep this Con- 
vention from its business. I imagine you 
have a great deal of work to do. There 
are a great many things I might talk 
about, such as boycotting and other 
things we have had to go through. The 
minimum wage question with us put ter- 
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ror into the capitalists. I suppose they 
thought the world would come to an end 
if the working men would have better 
wages, shorter hours and better condi- 
tions. However, since we got the extra 
money, trade has been better, profits have 
been higher and everything more satis- 
factory than when the workers received 
only about one-half the wages they have 
at the present time. herefore, all we 
have to do in the old country and the 
new is to all press our demands and see 
that the men and women workers have 
justice and equity. 

I want to aay. in conclugion, that I am 
extremely obliged for the very great 
kindness shown to myself and my wife 
since we landed in New York. That kind- 
ness has been continued wherever we have 
stopped throughout the country. At Ni- 
agara Falls we were met by friends who 
were just as kind as they were in New 
York. We went to Indianapolis and met 
kind friends there, and when we reached 
Denver, we were welcomed warmly by both 
men and women. We have enjoyed our- 
selves ever since. I thank you, each and 
all, for the great kindness that have been 
shown to us, and I trust that this Fed- 
eration will grow in numbers and in 
strength, and will, by its force—we can 
do nothing without force—attain the end 
it is seeking. We do not like strikes, but 
if it were not for having the power to 
strike in our hands, we would not be in 
anything like the position we are in at 
the present time. his is a large coun- 
try, and though you have nearly all the 
resources the world can supply, if the 
men are not organized and determined to 
show the capitalistic classes that they 
have some power. as time goes on the 
working people of this country wil) be 
very much worse off than they are now. 
You should build strong unions and amal- 
gamate together for the good of all. That 
will gain for you much more in the way 
of justice and equity than can be gained 
by remaining outside of the unions. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. J. H. Skinner, fraternal 
delegate from the British Trades Union 
Congreas, who spoke in part as follows: 


Mr. Chairman and Fellow Trades 
Unionists: I feel it a eat honor to 
share with Mr. Wadsworth the represen- 
tation of the British Trades Union Con- 
gress. I feel it also a great honor to 
share with him the privilege of convey- 
ing to you the heartiest greetings of the 
trades unionists of Great Britain and 
Ireland. This fraternal relation costs a 
great deal of money, but if the cost 
were trebled it would be justified by the 
effect it has upon the movement. It has 
created a friendly feeling, a bond of 
sympathy and brotherhood between the 
trades unionists of the two countries. 

I ought perhaps to explain here that 
I am in the nature of a substitute for a 
gentieman who was elected to share 
with Mr. Wadsworth the honor of rep- 
resenting the British Trades Union Con- 
gress at this Convention. Mr. Gill, a 
member of Parliament, like Mr. Wads- 
worth, waa selected to come to America. 
On account of an unfortunate dispute in 
the cotton trade he was unable to come. 
He is Secretary of the Cotton Bpinners’ 
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organization, and could not leave his 
people in thelr time of trouble and diffi- 


culty. I regret the unfortunate circum- 
stances that compelled Mr. Gill to be 
absent, but I feel that Mr. Lynch 


echoed my sentiments when he said that 
if the Cotton Spinners had to have a 
strike it was just as well they had it 
about this particular time. 

I am glad to say that, so far as the 
general movement in Great Britain is 
concerned, it was never in a healthier 
condition that at the present time. There 
are many things we are inclined to thank 
ourselves for. We do not feel inclined 
to thank other people for them. Trades 
unionism is a power in Great Britain at 
the persent time. One of the things we 
have under consideration is the starting 
of a labor daily newspaper. I am sure 
my friends, the typographers, will be 
interested in that. The matter was 
brought forward by the London Society 
of Compositors. A special congress was 
called to discuss the matter, and it was 
decided a movement should be made to 
start the paper. I am not quite san- 
guine about the result, but I want to 
say there is a strong feeling among the 
British trades unionists that they are 
not receiving fair treatment at the 
hands of the capitalistically owned 
newspapers of Great Britain. We can 
not be surprised at that; we can not ex- 
pect the capitalists who own newspapers 
to do justice to the labor movement 
whose interests are not identical with 
theirs. That has created a very strong 
desire to have a dally labor newspaper 
in order to put before the workers of the 
country the acts and positions of the 
labor unions. 

You are greatly interested in the ques- 
tion of the label. In fact, it seems to 


be the thing one finds everywhere in 
America. erever you turn you will 
find evidence of the existence of the 
label. That is to your credit. We 
know very little about the label. 
There are a couple of unions— 


the Hatters and the Cigarmakers—who 
make some use of the label, but I do 
not think it is quite the success among 
them it should be. Possibly the idea has 
not quite sunk into our people yet. 
When it has, possibly it will more 
successful. re of the printing trades 
have borrowed the idea of trying to use 
the label from our friends in the United 
States. We have discovered that to the 
printers here the label has been of im- 
mense value. We had a meeting last 
June and decided we would make the 
attempt to introduce the label on 
printed matter. We are going to Iimit 
our operations for a while, however, to 
Ireland—a place where so many expert- 
ments of a political character have been 
made. The Home Rule party is making 
an attempt to see that all the goods con- 
sumed in Ireland are produced in Ire- 
land. We want Ireland to go a little 
farther than that. We sympathize with 
them in the desire to develop the coun- 
try industrially, but we want them to 
go farther and see that not only shall 
the goods consumed by Ireland be pro- 
duced there, but that they be produced 
under trade union conditions. 
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I think you make more of the eight- 
hour day than we do at the present 
time. A few years ago when some of 
us were young men and agitating for 
the eight-hour day we thought we ought 
to have it in about five minutes. We 
have not got it yet, and some of us are 
tired of walting for it. Of course, if we 
should pass an eight-hour law it could 
not be destroyed by the judges as it 
can in this country. The Allied Print- 
ing Trades in Great Britain have decided 
to move for a universal eight-hour day 
throughout the jurisdiction of the 
United Kingdcm. 

Mr. Wadsworth. referred to our politi- 
cal movement. Perhaps I ought to say 
that Mr. Wadsworth and I belong to two 
different forms of thought, but we ap- 
preciate each other's position thoroughly, 


and do not fall out about it. We have sev-: 


eral points of difference. I do not know 
that we have many so far as principle 
is concerned, but we may have differences 
in regard to policy. I belong to the sec- 
tion that is enthusiastically favorable to 
the existence of an Independent Labor 
Party of Great Britain, while Mr. Wads- 
worth accupies a seat in the House of 
Commons, and belongs to what is styled 
in England, the Trade Union Group. They 
work hand in hand with the Labor Party 
Group in Parliament. He referred to the 
Taff Vale decision. We are proud of 
that decision. It was the thing that 
caused British trades unions to enter poli- 
tics on independent lines. The mone 
that was spent on that decision was well 
spent in arousing the people of Great 

tain to a realization of their rights. 
When the time came for a genera! elec- 
tion, all the workers were determined that 
the effect of that decision should be 
wiped out, so far as their votes were con- 
cerned. e Labor Party was formed 
from the British Trades Congress, the 
same way you may form an Independent 
Labor Party. If you adopt such a plan, 
I ho it will lead to the same success it 
did in our country. Since the advent of 
the labor party in the House of Com- 
mons, a great deal has been accomplished. 
We have, of course, spent considerable 
sums of money, but we believe it has 
brought about better results than if the 
money had been spent in other ways. We 
have, of course, to maintain our members 
in the House of Commons. We are proud 
to know that while the men in the trades 
unions will give us their votes, they will 
also give us their money to maintain the 
representatives. 


The Labor Party consists, not only of 
trade unionists, but Socialists as well. 
The main body of the Socialists in Great 
Britain are allied to the Labor Party, and 
they are as anxious to maintain it as are 
the more moderate section styled the 
trade unionists. We are proud of that 
alllance betwen the Socialists and the 
Labor Party. I believe a great deal of the 
work that has been accomplished in an 
advance direction for the workers of 
Great Britain has been due to the sacri- 
fices, the hard work and the energy of 
the Soctalists who are connected with It. 

We must look after the children of the 
nation; we must look after the unem- 
ployed. and after the men who are thrown 
upon the industrial scrap heap when they 
have served their time for the good of 
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the nation. One of the first things we 
tried to do was to see that the hungry 
children of the nation were fed. What- 
ever might be the faults of the parents, 
we resolved the children should not go 
to school hungry. A law was passed en- 
abling local authorities to levy rates upon 
communities to provide children with free 
meals in cases where destitution and 
poverty prevailed at home. Then the ques- 
tion of workmen’s compensation came up. 
There was an act in operation before the 

resent government came into power, but 

t was extended to embrace a further 
six millions of workers. It brought sea- 
men, domestic servants and clerks under 
it. It is necessary in many instances for 
the trades unions to fight these cases In 
the courts. The employers hand over 
their Habilities to the insurance com- 
panies, and the insurance companies are 
more {inclined to fight than the employers 
would be. 

The Miners’ Eight Hour Bill has been 
before the House of Commons, and the 
government is favorable to it. We have 
the House of Lords, as you have the 
Senate. I don’t know which is worst, or 
which is best. I don’t know whether the 
Senate is an improvement upon our House 
of Lords. If it is, I congratulate you. We 
are getting tired of the House of Lords. 
There is one thing the House of Lords 
did not do, and that is to destroy the 
measure of the House of Commons in the 
Trades Dispute Act. The House of 
Lords knew that the country wanted the 
Trades Dispute Act, and while they said 
it would ruin the trade of the country, 
it was passed. There is some danger, 
however, that they may throw out She 
Miners’ Eight Hour Bill. 

A few years ago we had to fight our 
battles with our hands tied behind our 
backs, and you are in that position to- 
day. I believe it is necessary for the 
maintenance of your organization to have 
your laws altered. Your Chairman’s ad- 
dress at the opening of this Convention 
was, to my mind, a noble inspiration for 
you to do all that you can to free your 
organization from the trammels that 
afflict them at the present moment on 
account of yudge-made laws. It seems 
to me that I hear a great deal about the 
Constitution, and that it will not permit 
a legal eight-hour day. It occurred to 
me that this Constitution is made an 
asset which the employers claim abso- 
lutely for themselves. We say some- 
times that the employers of Great Britain 
claim the British flag as an asset belong- 
ing absolutely to capital. The employers 
of this country seem to be using the Con- 
stitution in the same way. I hope the ad- 
dress of vour President will be taken to 
heart, and that you will act so as to free 
the trade union movement in America 
from the oppression it rests under at the 

resent time. When you have better 
aws you can spend the time, money and 
attention you now spend on trying to get 
them in remedying other evils. Then you 
will be able to do something to make the 
conditions of life better for children, the 
unemployed and the aged toilers. 

The Labor Party and the Trade Union- 
ists are trying to do something for the 
tollers of our land. We believe that you 
could direct your attention in this country 
to this matter better when you are placed 
in a better legal position. 
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I have not seen much evidence of povert 
in America such as we have in the ol 
country. Nobody has shown me the siums 
of any city. I hope they do not exist. 
they do not, then we have something to 
learn from you. If you can teach us to 
carry on the affairs of the city without 
poverty or slums or bad housing, we 
should be very glad to have the Informa- 
tlon and would try to act upon it. 

It is our desire to try to make the gen- 
eral conditions of life for our people better 
in the removal of vile housing conditions 
that exist, not only in large cities but in 
small villages in the agricultural districts, 

That condition exists there because the 
land is owned by some lord or duke who 
forbidg the bullding of houses on the land 
or the extensions of villages. We want 
to change this condition, and to secure the 
highest degree of happiness we can in a 
general way for our people. When the 
toilers of all the clvilized nations make up 
their minds that the condition of the 
people shall be better, we will all live 
under much happier conditions and more 
fully realize the kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth than we do at the present moment. 

I wish you the greatest and heartiest 
success in the Trades Union movement of 
this country, and trust we shall remain on 
as good terms forever as we are at the 
present time. 

I also must express my thanks for the 

eat kindness have received at your 

ands. I shall go back feeling that in 
this country there is a body of men who 
are doing their very utmost without fee 
or reward to serve their own class, to 
make the people of the nation better and 
happier, and to enable them to grow u 
having more opportunity for mental an 
physical development. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. P. M. Draper, fraternal 
delegate from the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada, who said In part: 


On behalf of the Trades and Labor Con- 

ess of Canada, I desire to extend to this 

nnual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor the fraternal greetings 
and best wishes of the Canadian Organ- 
ization that I have the honor and pleas- 
ure of representing. 

The last Convention of the Trades and 
Labor Congress of Canada, held at Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia, from September 21st to 
%th, 1908, was the most successful In the 
history of that body, forging, as it did, the 
last link in the bond of fraternity and mu- 
tual interest between the wage earning 
classes of our broad Dominion, from one 
end to the other, and demonstrating to the 
whole people the unity of purpose, the 
harmony and unanimity of effort, the de- 
termination, the vitality and strength of 
the organized labor movement in the Do- 
minion of Canada, 

From a modest beginning. the Congress 
has advanced, step by step, until to-day It 
represents roughly 50,000 Trade Unionists 
and indirectly 150.000 wage earners of the 
Dominion. The gain of the past few 
years has been simply phenomenal. coin- 
ciding with the period of the bitterest at- 
tack on International Trade Unionism, 
and thus demonstrating the fealty of the 
organized workers to the cause at best 
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represents their true interests, that safe- 
guards the material, moral and intellec- 
tual welfare of themselves and their fami- 
lies, and that, in the last analysis, consti- 
tutes the real bulwark of true citizenship 
for both Canada and the United States. 


The bonds of International Trades 
Unioniam have never been stronger than 
at the present time, notwithstanding the 
attempt by a few disgruntled workmen to 
establish a movement based on narrow 
sectional grounds, rather than on the 
broad basic principle of common human- 
ity and universal purpose that actuates 
and makes strong the International 
Trades Union movement on this continent. 
This sectional and misguided effort styles 
itself the Canadian Federation of Labor— 
aping the great Federation that I have 

e honor of addressing to-day. But, 
while the American Federation of Labor is 
the happy fruition of associated effort and 
is itself the apex of an organized move- 
ment, the so-called Canadian Federation 
of Labor represents but the ping for 
notoriety of a small number of self-seek- 
ing, spurious Trades Unionists, whose 
hearts fail them when the real test of 
manhood comes to them, either in the 
shape of a strike, or worse still, the pay- 
ment of a per capita assessment to sup- 

rt, say, such a laudable ambition as the 
nauguration of an eight-hour day. 

This ‘‘lip-loyalty’’ to Canada amuses 
rather than misleads those to whom the 
appeal is made, and I have every con- 
fidence in the correctness of my assurance 
to this Convention that the Trade Union- 
ists of Canada are welded, irrevocably 
and indissolubly, to the great cause of In- 
ternational Trade Unionism, and that 
they are determined to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with their brothers to the South 
in asserting the claims of universal broth- 
erhood and common humanity; in uphold- 
ing the principles of charity, of justice 
and of fair dealing; in protesting against 
the hardships and oppressions that affect 
our fellow workers; and in proclaiming to 
the world our loyalty, not less to the 
cause of our suffering brothers than to the 
welfare of every citizen of our country. 

Another feature of the work of the 
Congress that will be of interest is the 
maintenance of a representative at Otta- 
wa during each recurring session of the 
Dominion Parliament. In this way the 
interests of International Trade Unionism 
have been particularly safeguarded. It is 
recognized by the opponents of organized 
labor that its great strength lies in the 
international connection and a constant 
endeavor is made to vitally injure that 
connection. 


IMMIGRATION. 


For the last two years Canada has re- 
calved a very large influx of immigrants 
from Europe, The coming of these me- 
chanics and laborers has detrimentally 
affected all Canadian tollers in the sale of 
their labor. In Canada we believe it is 
better that our population should be small 
and the people happ . prosperous and con- 
tented, than that It should be large, dis- 
contented, poverty-stricken, workless and 
suffering. At our last Convention in 
Halifax the Congress reaffirmed its atti- 
tude on this question by the following 
resolution: 
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“4, That the organized workmen of 
Canada desire to see Canada peopled by 
a free, enlightened, moral, energetic and 
law-abiding class of citizens, and recog- 
nize that this can only be done by the 
influx of immigrants from other coun- 

es. 

“2. That this influx should be the spon- 
taneous movement of the immigrants 
themselves, and in this regard we de- 
clare against any system of assisted im- 
migration or the granting of bonuses for 
that purpose. 

“8. That while every regard should be 
had for the welfare of those who seek 
our shores, that the first consideration 
should be the welfare of the Canadian 
people and the betterment of our com- 
mon country, and that this consideration 
requires the exclusion of certain na- 
tionalities and classes of people who, 
either by temperament, non-assimilative 
qualifications, habits, customs or want 
of any permanent good which their com- 
ing brings to us, are not a desirable 
acquisition to our citizenship. 

“4, That amongst the classes that are 
not desirable acquisitions we include 
Chinamen, Hindus and all other Asiatic 
peoples.°’ 


INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION. 


At present the forces in the Canadian 
political arena are feeling their way to 
the Night. At our genera! election, held 
on the 26th of last month, several inde- 

ndent labor candidates were nominated 

n the various industrial centers and 
polled a very good vote, the President 
of the Corgress, Mr. A. Verville, of 
Mainonneuve, Montreal, being elected by 
a majority of 4,300 over his opponent, 
receiving the largest mafority of any 
candidate for parliamentary honors. 

Believing that it may be interesting to 
the representatives of the toilers of this 
Great Republic, assembled at this Con- 
vention, to know the position taken by 
the Canadian Congress in the political 
fleld. I herewith submit a resolution 
adopted at the Victoria Convention In 
1906, and which is being followed through- 
out the Dominion by the organized wage- 
earners, viz.: 

“WHEREAS, The organized workers of 
Canada have for years, through this 
Congress, been endeavoring by legislative 
action to secure the amelioration of their 
conditions and to promote the passage 
of laws concerning the welfare of the 
workers in the mines, the factories, the 
forests, in fact, in all walks of life. And, 
whereas, it has been made manifestly 
plain that effective legislation in this re- 
gard and sympathetic and energetic en- 
forcement of the laws can best be ob- 
tained by the presence in Parllament and 
in the Local Legislatures of representa- 
tives elected by labor for the direct inter- 
est of labor. And, whereas. this Congress 
has been, and must continue to be, the 
legislative mouthpiece of organized labor 
in Canada, irrespective and independent 
of anv body engaged in the effort to send 
representatives of the people to Parlia- 
ment and the Legislatures of this coun- 
try. And. whereas. the Platform of 
Principles of this Congress contains the 
epitome of the best thought and effort 
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of organized labor during the period of 
its existence and struggles in Canada; 
therefore, be it resolved: 

‘1, That this Congress endorse the idea 
of sending representatives of labor to 
Parliament and to the Local Legislatures 
for the direct purpose of conserving the 
interests of the working people of this 
countr”. 

“2. That such action as may be neces- 
sary to attain this object shall be inde- 
pendent of this Congress. 

“8. That the Platform of Principles of 
this Congress be recommended as the 

latform to be adopted by those engaged 

n this independent effort. 

‘4. That immediately upon the ad- 
journment of this Convention the Provin- 
cial Executives of this Congress take the 
preliminary steps to summon a Conven- 
tion of the trade unionists of their 
respective provinces, and those in sym- 
pathy with organized labor, for the pur- 
pose of forming the necessary association 
to carry on thereafter the work of elect- 
ing labor men, 

5. That upon such Conventions being 
summoned and convened the functions 
of the Provincial Executives in this re- 
gard shall cease.”’ . 

I do not intend to take up any more of 
your time this morning, but to thank you 
for your patience, and to say that, not- 
withstand ng statements that may be 
made by others pertaining to division be- 
tween us in Canada and you as Trade 
Unions, that we intend to belong to your 
organizations. I would invite as many of 
the International Officers or their repre- 
sentatives ag can do so to come to Quebec 
next September to attend our Convention. 
We need you, and if you can spare the 
time to come you will be very well re- 
ceived. An impression has gone abroad 
in this country that men. living in the 
United States that are at the heads of 
international organizations are not 
wanted in Canada; that. in fact, if they 
come to Canada to settle trade disputes 
they may be arrested. Some years ago a 
bill was introduced in our senate aiming 
at our International Officers, but owing to 
the able work of the American Federation 
of Labor Organizer, the other Internati- 
onal Organizers and the Trades Con- 
gress that bill never came out of the 
senate. You are just as free and welcome 
to come there to give us the benefit of 
your experience in settling disputes as you 
are in any part of this country. 

I again thank you for your patient hear- 
ing, and wish you every success under 
the wise policy inaugurated bv President 
Gompers and vour Executive Council and 

have no doubt your Federation will 

ow as successfully in the future as it 
as in the past. 


President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing special committee to consider the 
application of the Operative Plasterers for 
affillation with the American Federation 
of Labor: Frank Duffy, C, D. Wheeler, 
James Cruickshank, Jacob A. Tazelaar 
and John T. Taggart. 

The President also announced the fol- 
lowing changes in committees on account 
of the absence of some of the members 
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first appointed: On the Building Trades 
Committee, Delegate Jo Evans sub- 
stituted for Frank Byrnes; on the Com- 
mittee on American Federation of Labor 
Office Bullding, Delegate John R. Holmes 
substituted for Robert Woodmansee, and 
on the special committee to consider the 
dispute of the Electrical Workers, Dele- 
gate William A. Sexton substituted for 
Joseph Weber, 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gompers 
to the various committees: 


Resolution No. 15—By Delegate Gustav 
A. Ehret, of the International Jewelry 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The jewelry manufactur- 
ire industry taxes the nervous system to 
such an extent as to shorten the lives of 
journeymen, due mainly to the long hours 
of work, viz.: from nine to ten hours 
daily, often producing those dread dis- 
eases known as Bright’s Disease and 
Consumption or Tuberculosis; and often 
by forcing men to hurry their work, thus 
straining the nervous system to such an 
extent as to produce extreme cases of 
despondency. causing some of the most 
skillful workmen to become hopelessly 
insane; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we urge upon all 
members of affiliated organizations to 
give publicity through their various la- 
bor journals to the frightful conditions 
existing in one of our afflliated craft or- 
ganizations—the Jewelry Workers; and 

it further 


RESOLVED, That we demand the Jew- 
elry Workers’ label] be placed on all work 
produced by jewelers, and that we will 
endeavor to bring the manufacturing as- 
sociation to a full realization of the nec- 
essity of making elght hours the maxi- 
mum working day for all journeymen 
jewelers throughout the United States 
and Canada. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 16-By Delegate T. W. 
McCullough, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 


WHEREAS, For the purpose of propa- 
ganda, it becomes necessary at times to 
reach the individual members of organ- 
ized labor directly; and 

WHEREAS, Much difficulty has been 
met at various times because of the in- 
ability of access to the membership di- 
rectly, and by reason of this inability, 
the dissemination of needful and often 
important information is greatly re- 
tarded, and thus the cause suffers; and 


WHEREAS, It is often desirable to 
reach the mass of unorganized labor as 
individuals for the purpose of imparting 
information that may be of service to or- 
ganized labor, especially in the matter 
of education of the unorganized In the 
fundamentals of the labor movement, 
and the necessity of organization; there- 
fore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommends, to Central 
bodies o e various cities and industr 
centers of the jurisdiction of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that the secre- 
taries of such bodies provide, whenever 
practicable, lists of the memberships of 
the several affillated unions composing 
such central bodies; such lists to contain 
the postoffice addresses of the member- 
ships, and to be carefully preserved un- 
der rules to be made by the central bodies 
for the protection of the membership. 
These lists to be available, under proper 
restrictions, at any time to the properly 
recognized bodies of organized labor for 
the purpose of spreading needed or use- 
ful information to the members. And 
that the secretaries of the central bodies, 
as far as possible, provide similar lists 
of the non-union workingmen in their 
several districts, such lists to be similarly 
kent and used as the lists of union mem- 

rs 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegates Owen 
Miller, D. A. Carey, Joseph F. Winkler 
and Geo. D. Woodlll, of the American 
Federation of Musicians: 


WHEREAS, It has become a custom 
for institutions, founded and conducted 
for the purpose of caring for, rearing and 
educating children, to organize in such 
institutions bands of music composed of 
some of the inmates, whose ages range 
from six to fourteen years, ostensibly for 
educational purposes, which Is to be com- 
mended highly and altogether unobjec- 
tionable;: but the almost universal rule is 
that as soon as these children are taught 
to be sufficiently proficient to play a few 
tunes, the melody of which may be rec- 
ognized, they are at once plac in com- 
petition with adults under conditions and 
for remuneration that makes competition 
on the part of professional musicians im- 
possible. and on account of the novelty 
of children endeavoring to play on instru- 
ments which are considered difficult for 
adults and demand the strength and ma- 
ture experience of older persons, but more 
on account of the much smaller remunera- 
tion renuired to employ such children, 
thev are often given the preference while 
fathers of families are deprived of such 
employment: and 

WHEREAS. The American Federation 
of Labor recognizes the evils of child 
labor, however applied: therefore. be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, declare this form of child la- 
bor most unfalr, and all State and Central 
Bodies are requested to assist the Amerl- 
can Federation of Musicians in every 
legitimate manner in their endeavor to 
eliminate this growing evil, and thus con- 
fine such juvenile bands within these In- 
stitutions to purely educational purposes. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 18-By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 


The International Alliance of Bill Post- 
ers and Billers of America do hereby 
notify the assembled delegates of this 
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Convention that our International Con- 
vention, to be held in the near future, 
will adopt an emblem or design as a trade 
mark of our vocation in the shape of a 
uniform rubber stamp, and an ink im- 


pression of this stamp will be placed 
n a prominent place on all dis- 
viz.: what 


play advertising in our line, 
. known as indoor and outdoor ad- 
vertising. The emblem will be planned 
at our next Convention. We now have 
in use a stamp in different cities denot- 
ing that the advertising was handled 
from a union standpoint. but on account 
of it not being uniform in design, we 
take this means of notifying the Conven- 
tion of the proposed change. We expect 
that our stamp (fac simile) will be given 
the necessary trades union publicity in 
the various channels at the American 
Federation or Labor command. In view 
of the foreroing, therefore, be It 
RESOLVED, That this Convention does 
hereby concur In this proposition of the 
International Alliance of Bill Posters and 
Billers of America immediately on the 
adootion of a uniform stamp for ad- 
vertisifg by our coming Convention. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No, 19—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of Bill 
Posters and Billers of America: 


WHEREAS, It has been the custom of 
labor organizations in the past to give 
balls, dances, excursions, receptions, bene- 
fits, etc., and it has been the custom to 
have bill posting and advertising done for 
same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Alllance 
of Bill Posters and Billers of America is 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That whenever any labor 
organization. afflliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, have any work of 
this description done. either bill posting. in- 
door or out-door advertising, it shall be 
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given to members of our Alliance or firms 
that employ our members. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegate Francis 
Creamer, United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union, No, 7417, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12,669, 
known as Sewer and Subway Timbermen 
of New York, was chartered by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor in February, 
1908; and 

WHEREAS, The said Local Union No. 
12.669, Sewer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York, agreed with the United House 
Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers Union 
No. 7417, American Federation of Labor, 
not to interfere in, or with, any work or 
jurisdiction claimed by or belonging to 
the said United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union No. 7417; and 


WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12,669, 
Sewer and Subway Timbermen of New 
York, have grossly interfered with and 
violated this agreement, by accepting 
work at 50% less than the House Shorers’ 
prevailing rate, and have failed to trans- 
fer men working at House Shoring as 
agreed upon; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, Thatat this Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, held at Denver, Colo- 
rado, that the charter of Local Unton No. 
12,669, Sewer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York. be and Is hereby revoked, for. 
failing to maintain the recognized prevail- 
ing rate of wages received by the United 
House Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers 
of New York, who have been chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor since 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


At 12:20 the Convention was adjourned to 
reconvene at 2:15 p. m. 


THIRD DAY—Thursday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:15 p. m., Thursday, November 12. 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Noschang, Huber, San- 
ders, Richardson, Thomas, Feeney, Mor- 
ton, Williams, Landers, Moffitt, Price, 
Potter, Valentine, Miller (Owen), Wilson 


(Jas.), Alpine, Tracy, Paravicini, Miller 
(Jesse), Byrnes, Powell, Fairgrieve, 
Keough (Frank), Walter, Smith (Wil- 


liam J.), elch, Garrett, Hood, Moore, 
Peterson, Chavey, Witt, Piggott, Chris- 
man, Hart (Chas. E.), Anderson, Wha- 
len, Leonard, Nutt. 


President Gompers introduced to the 

Convention the Rev. Charles Stelzle, 
fraternal delegate from the Department 
of Church and Labor, Presbyterian 
church, who said in part: 


Mr. President and Delegates: This is 
the fourth annual Convention which it 
has been my pleasure to attend, and I 
am coming to feel almost like a veteran 
labor leader. My wife sometimes fears 
that I shall ki over the traces and 
apply to the American Federation of 
Labor for a job as an organizer; but I 
rather think the job I am now on may 
be made more effective than that of an 
organizer of the American Federation of 
Labor, much as I should feel honored 
by occupying such a position. And if 
that thing were to come to pass, I have 
an impression {t would not be a far 
cry from the position of Superintendent 
of the Department of Church and La- 
bor to that of an organizer for the 
American Federation of Labor. 


A long time ago it was said that the 
voice of the people ts the voice of God, 
and quite a number of papers have 
adopted as their motto the Latin 
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phrase, “Vox popull, vox Dei,’ which 
expresses that thought. Sometimes the 
expression or the will of the people has 
come as a shock; it has come as a 
shock to some people who were satisfied 
with conditions as they were. They felt 
uncomfortable when the expression of 
that will was forcibly presented to them. 
In history the leisure classes, the so- 
called upper classes, have always been 
on the wrong side of the battle in the 
fight for progress. The common man— 
the man with uncommon sense—to him 
the world owes a debt of gratitude be- 
cause he is the man who has brought 
things to pass. If they have not been 
obstructionists—the so-called upper 
classes—they have failed to understand 
the real significance of that eat move- 
ment represented by the working people. 
The voice of the people has been to 
them only a roar of discontent, but if 
they would have listened, and listened 
attentively, they might have heard, like 
the prophet of old, the still small voice 
of coming out of the earthquake. 
The common people, as one reads history 
and as one studies them to-day, have 
higher ideals and higher aspirations; 
they have known better how to suffer 
and how to sacrifice. If any man would 
learn the will of God, let him keep close 
to the masses, for there he will come 
to discern it. 


It is because this is true that the Church 
and Labor have so much in common. It 
Is among the labor gulids of 2,000 years 
ago that the church wasestablished. The 
author of a book entitled ‘‘The Ancient 
Lowly’’ has come to the conclusion, after 
making a very careful study of the tablets 
found in the British useum, that 
Christianity was simply a great labor 
movement; that the early Church was a 
great labor union. Of course, that is 
somewhat exaggerated, but in those days 
practically every working man belonged 


to the ild com ed of the men of 
craft. think It is not unlikely that Jesus 
Christ himself was a member of the 


Carpenters’ Guild of 2,000 years ago. and 
that the A tle Paul was a member of 


the Tent Makers’ Union. He was a tent 
maker; he worked at his trade for a 
living. He constantly travelled from 


place to place, and presumably was de- 
pendent upon the artisans to supply him 
with work. He sought out those en- 
gaged in the same craft as him- 
self. Those who are famillar with the 
atory of the Acts—and I tell you there is 
some mighty good labor stuff in that 
book-wi!l recall that he came to two 
strangers who were occupied as tent 
makers. This we know without dispute; 
it was among the fabor gullds of his 
period that this great apostle organized 
the churches whose names are given us 
in the Inspired records. In other words, 
he practically converted this great labor 
movement into a church organization, 
because they had so much in common 
that. without the violation of a principle, 
they might easily accept the principles 
of the Nazarene. He who had become 
known as their friend and their champion. 
So closely were they tiled up that this 
author declared the great movement, 
Christianity, was simply a great labor 
movement. 
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First, the value of 
human life; second, the value of the hu- 
man body, and third, the development of 

And these Principles 
are typified in several things for which 
organized labor is contending. We find it, 
first of all, a very important thing in 
the ht organized labor is making for 
the abolition of child labor. That is 
the sort of thing it is seeking to blot 
out. It is typified in its endeavor to se- 
cure a fair deal for womankind, equal 
wages for equal work for men and wo- 
men. Furthermore, these principles are 
typified in securing proper conditions for 
the tenement house workers. In the re- 
port made by President Gompers, the 
other day, he again called attention to 
the fight organized labor is making for 
universal peace. Some day war shall 
cease, but if we wait until that edict 
comes from The Hague, a conference of 
war experts, I rather think our patience 
will be exhausted. War will cease, but 
it will be when organized labor through- 
out the world declares it will no longer 
go forth to shoot down fellow workers in 
order to satisfy the pride, the ambitions 
or the avarice of their rulers. These 
principles are purely and distinctly Chris- 
tian principles upon which the Church 
and labor men may unite. 

Some time o I was present at a 
sociological conference. A man made a 
statement there that during the past 
twenty years social unrest had increased 
three-fold, and that during the same 

riod the Church had increased three- 
old. Therefore, he argued that the 
Church, as a means of keeping down 
social unrest, had been absolutely non- 
effective. As though It were the business 
of the Church to keep down social un- 
rest! Rather is the opposite true—it is 
the business of the Church to create social 
unrest. There are no labor troubles in 
darkest Africa; you never hear of a 
strike or lock-out among the heathen in 
that land. But if the missionaries we are 
sending there are on to their jobs, you 
will heur about labor troubles before 
many years have gone by. There are 
some men who insist that the Church 
shall adopt Socialism, or Communism, or 
Anarchism, or some other ism, as an 
economic theory which must solve all of 
our social ills. And because the Church, 
or a particular preacher, does not ac- 
cept Socialism or Anarchism as an eco- 
nomic theory, the preacher Is looked upon 
as a hypocrite, a knave. a grafter or 
something else which is not very compli- 
mentary to him. 

Personally I think it would be a great 
mistake for the Church to adopt any 
economic theory as the one which Is to 
work out the social salvation of the 
masses. The Church must not adopt any 
of these systems, first, because it has 
not yet been agreed by the exponents of 
any of these systems as to how they will 
work out, nor is it agreed as to the par- 
ticular policy which will be applied by 
these exponents. They are not yet agr 
among themselves, and since they are not, 
thev have no right to Insist that another 
organization should adont a plan or 
policy which will meet with the approval 
of only a particular branch of their or- 
ganization. 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


But ever though it were true that a 
particular social system wouid meet the 
needs of this twentieth century, that par- 
ticular system would not be applicable 
in the next generation or in the next 
century. Our ideals are advancing; our 
solution of the labor question, care 
not what It may be, will not be satisfac- 
tory to the next generation. I rather 
think that fifty years from now, the 
delegates who will come to the annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, will look upon this and some 
succeeding Conventions as consisting of 
men who had a very narrow vision. Yet 
you think you are striving for great 
things, and you are. According to your 
light you are doing the best you can 
for to-day; but you can not legislate for 
twenty years from to-day, because the 
people twenty vears from to-day will 
not be satisfied with it. The labor ques- 
tion will never be settled until the last 
day’s work done. Therefore, even 
though there were a system which might 
meet the needs of the twentieth century, 
you have no right to demand that the 
Church shall accept a system or a prin- 
ciple which, In twenty years from now, 
will be looked upon as a back number. 

Fifty vears ago there were some 
very earnest Christian people and some 
churches that declared that the Scriptures 
proved that slavery was perfectly legiti- 
mate. They were sincere, because al- 
most everybody believed it. Who be- 
lieves it to-day? I dare say there are 
few men who would be presumptuous 
enough to say any kind of slavery woulda 
be accepted by any kind of an organiza- 
tion that pretends to have any sort of an 
ethical standard. Yet those men are say- 
ing to us that we must make precise} 
the same mistake that the Church an 
other organizations made fifty years ago. 
Furthermore, the Church has no right 
to insist upon my accepting an economic 
system in which I do not believe. 
For these reasons, then, I think you 
will see the logic of the argument I am 
trying to make. No man and no politi- 
cal party and no organization has any 
right to insist that the Church must 
accept officially any particular social 
system which men are discussing in 
these days. On the other hand the 
Church and Labor must both be oppor- 
tunists. They must make the most of 
every occasion which presents itself. 
They must never tie up absolutely to 
systems which may prove to be fallacies. 
On the other hand, {t seems to me that 
both the Church and Labor must adopt 
certain broad, fundamental principles 
which are applicable to every case and 
to every generation. The Church does 
not stand for the present social system. 
It stands only for so much of the pres- 
ent system as is in accordance with the 
principles laid down by Jesus Christ. It 
does not offer the Gospel as a mere sop 
to make men satisfied with the present 
situation, or because it is afraid that 
some day labor will bring on a revolu- 
tion. It is In the world, if I understand 
it, for the purpose of turning the world 
upside down until this old world is 
turned right side up. And this, also, is 
the business of the trade union. The 
labor union has been accused of the same 
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thing. We at least have this in common. 
We have both made mistakes, both the 
Church and Organized Labor. One need 
not 5° very far back into the history of 
the Church to find duplicated everythin 

that some men deplore in the organize 

labor movement of to-day, even down 
to boycotting and to slugging. We have 
no right to hold up our hands in pharti- 
saical supremacy and say we are so much 
better than organized labor in this re- 
8 t. The Church was compelled to pass 
through its period of hysteria. The 
same must be true of every great organ- 
ization which stands for an advarred 
movement, and it would be rather unique 
for the labor unions not to pass through 
a similar experience. We have both 
made mistakes. Let us each be more 
generous to the other, because I think 
neither of us can afford to be anything 
but generous in our consideration of the 
other. 


The labor union has a distinct mission. 
Nobody will do the work that you are 
contemplating to do for yourselves; no- 
body else can do it. All the victories that 
come to you will come to you through 
the exertion of your own efforts. It is 
true that there are individuals who will 
create sentiment that will make your 
path easier and your burden lighter, but 
in the last analysis it is up to you. And 
yet, while all that is true, the Church 
must have a clear-cut message concerning 
the social problems of the day. It must rap 
child labor as hard as it can rap it, 
and harder than anybody else is rapping 
it; and unless it is doing just that it is 
false to its commission. The Church 
must rap the system of making that sort 
of thing possible, and if the Church fails 
to do that it Is false to its commission. 
We must fight for these things for which 
organized labor is fighting—an absolutely 
square deal for every man and woman 
and child In God’s universe, and if I 
felt for a moment, that the Church did 
not belfeve in that sort of movement, and 
if it did not come out squarely for these 
reforms, I rather think I would write 
to President Gompers to-day and ask 
him to commission me as an organizer 
for the American Federation of Labor. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mrs. Raymond Robins, fra- 
ternal delegate from the National Wo- 
men’s Trade Union League, who spoke 
in part as follows: ° 


I feel very much at this moment as I 
did once upon a time when I was a little 
girl of six. My father and I were very 
close friends and comrades. There had 
been established in our home a rule that 
when my father came home and entered 
his study that no one, not even I, must 
interrupt. I rebelled at that rule. I have 
always been a rebel; that is one reason I 
am here with you to-day. One afternoon 
when I felt that that rule was quite in- 
tolerable and it was not right for me to 
stay out, I looked in through the crack 
of the door and there I found my father, 
not busily working as I had expected, but 
sitting laughing and holding up a paper 
with colored pictures. As I pushed open 
the door, I discovered in black letterg at 
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the head of this sheet P-U-C-K. Then I 
went in and said “I don’t think you are 
working.”” He said, ‘No, I am not,” and 
I said, “I know why you are not; you 
could not work without me, so I have 
come.’ 

I have the honor to represent something 
like 35,000 trades union women in America 
and I feel you could not work without us. 
Very briefiy, what are we trying to do? 
We are trying to interpret the trades 
union movement to the women of Ameri- 
ca, to the unorganized women workers, to 
the women of privilege, to all the women 
of America, because there is one particu- 
lar work which cannot be done unless we 
get the women to heip in doing it. The 
men go forward in their splendid work for 
individual achievement, but we women 
have always seen to it since the life race 
began that the very least of these, the 
little ones, come along; and cannot you see 
the picture of those olden days when, in 
the very beginning of our life race history, 
the men went forward in their pioneer 
work, went forward to new achievement, 
and the woman, standing as one of her 
group, and saying: ‘‘Not so fast; we must 
come with you; we bear the child.” And 
just so to-day I would like to say to you 
when you are going forward in your splen- 
did achievement: °Not so fast, my 
brothers; make it possible for us to come 
with you, because we bear the child.’ 
And what we women do is to make pos- 
sible the social adjustment, which has 
always been our work since life began 
with men and women. We have created 
the social conditions, so that the home is 
possible, the child is possible, and great, 
strong womanhood is possible. You must 
have the great, strong womanhood—you 
cannot have a great, strong manhood with- 
out it. In thig attempt to arouse the wo- 
men of America to understand it is the 
same old work we have been doing, and 
the only difference is one of method and 
not of kind. We are trying to interpret 
the trades unlon movement to the women 
of America, and in interpreting it to 
young ris of fourteen or sixteen years 
old, is it not right that we should inter- 
pret it differently from the interpretation 
that we are bringing to you as men? Our 
Women’s Trade Union League is trying to 
interpret this modern way of doing the 
work of the women of the race; trying to 
control social conditions so that never in 
Chicago will we live through a riod 
when over six hundred bables died in one 
month. They were the babies of the un- 
employed men and women workers of Chi- 
cago. They were the children born of 
"those mothers we gave you a picture of 
on our postal cards that are being nursed 
while the mother goes on with her work. 
How are we going to control those con- 
ditions except through concerted action? 
How can we do It unless we get every Wwo- 
man in the land to stand with us to see 
that the same social control that we had 
over the work we have done in the past 
will go on, only with modern methods tn 
control. And so we are trying to inter- 

ret ft. We have in Chicago, Boston. New 

ork and St. Louis four leagues. We are 
an Integral part of the labor movement of 
America to-day. In interpreting this 
trades union movement to the young girls 
of fourteen, fifteen and sixteen. we are 
doing very simple things. We have a 
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chorus with eleven nationalities repre- 
sented. The girls are learning to sing to- 
gether. We are teaching and bringing to 
them the rich possibilities of life and try- 
ing to get out of them those dormant 
energies which lie buried within them. It 
requires a great soul as well as a great 
mind to arouse the dormant energies and 
make them work creatively for good. 
That is what we are trying to do with the 
girls. We have our women organizers in 
these four cities, not only trying to reach 
the labor leaders in the movement, but 
the rank and file of the young girls, the 
rank and file of the women who are going 
to be taught it is their work and their 
duty to get back again that social control 
which we as women have always held, 
cause to us has always been trusted the 
child life and home life. 


President Gcmpers introduced to the 
Convention Miss Anna Fitzgerald, fra- 
ternal delegate from the Women’s Inter- 
national Union Label League. 

Miss Fitzgerald said in part: 


Mr. President and Delegates: I assure 
you it is not only a great surprise, but 
a great honor and pleasure, to have the 
opportunity to say a few words to you 
this afternoon. Mr. Stelzle told you of 
the part the church takes in labor organ- 
izations and Mrs. Robins told you of the 
part women workers should take; but 
neither one has touched upon the part 
that I realize is of equally as great im- 
portance the part the women in the 

omes take In the labor movement. We 
find that very few wives of trade union 
men know anything about whether the 
articles they purchase are made under 
fair or unfair conditions. For that rea- 
son we find it necessary, not only to 
organize the women workers into trade 
unions, but also to organize the women 
in the trade union households. We 
realize that as the women do seven- 
eighths of the purchasing for the home 
it is their duty to see that the Union 
Label appears on each article they buy. 
We have endeavored to organize 
branches of the Women's Label League 
throughout the country in order to edu- 
cate them to the true meaning of trade 
unionism. Child labor, sweat shops and 
all such evils may be remedied through 
a greater demand for goods bearing the 
Union Label. We realize if such goods 
are in greater demand we would not 
have sweat shops in our great cities as 
we have to-day. It is not only a pro 
tection to ourselves, but it is a great 
benefit to labor organizations. In this 
way we are endeavoring to interest the 
wives of the union men as well as or- 
ganizing girls into trades unions and 
helping them as much as possible. 

You may not realize that this is such 
an important question. Each man may 
say that his wife does this, that she will 
not permit goods made under unfair con- 
ditions to come into his home; but we 
must have an organized effort to secure 
the end we seek. 


Delegate Andrew Furuseth, fraternal 
delegate from the American Federation 
of Labor to the British Trade Union Con- 
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gress of 1908, was introduced to the Con- 
vention by President Gompers, and before 
presenting the formal report said: 
“Speaking for myself personally, and 
as a preliminary to the report proper, I 
desire to say that the political condition 
in Great Britain is vitally and funda- 
mentally different from our own. They 
have the pure parliamentary system of 
government; we have not. Any individ- 
ual can rise in his seat and direct in- 
quiries that must be answered to any 
of the representatives of the different 
ministries who are present in the House, 
and there is no special permission from 
the Speaker needed in order-to do this, 
either. As a consequence, a few men in 
the House of Commons who have the 
ability and strength can raise quite a 
row, and they do so once in a while. 
"Blessed be those who raise a row!’ 
“Dealing with the industrial condition 
as we found It there, I want to say to 
the Machinists in the United States that 
they had better look to their laurels, be- 
cause we found women attending the 
lathe in England. They are pitting the 
sexes against each other in industry, 
and the children against both. Person- 
ally I believe if they would get the 
children out of the work shop and the 


women back into their homes, especially | 


during the period of bearing and nurs- 
ing children, they would have done very 
much to have changed the condition and 
very much to take away from England 
its permanent army of unemployed.’ 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELE- 
GATES TO BRITISH TRADES 
UNION CONGRESS, NOTTINGHAM, 
ENGLAND, SEPTEMBER 7 TO 1, 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Greeting: We, your delegates selected 
by your last Convention to attend the 
Forty-First British Trades Union Con- 
gress, held at Nottingham, England, 
from the 7th to the 12th of September, 
this year, respectfully beg to report as 
follows: 

It may be said that in a sense 
the Congress began on Sunday, the 6th, 
with a church parade, which began at 
the Market Place, passed through sev- 
eral streets to St. Mary’s = church, 
where the bishop preached a sermon, in 
which he stated that twenty-five years 
ago, as a young curate, it had been his 
privilege to preach to the Trades Union 
Congress then held at Nottingham. He 
characterized the labor movement gen- 
erally and the trade union movement 
especially, as co-workers with himself in 
the great work of lifting the down- 
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trodden and lightening the load of the 
burden bearer. 

The membership of the Congress, in 
passing through the streets, had seen 
sights which, if it was necessary, gave 
point and application to the bishop's 
discourse. The procession was taken 
through the poorest part of the city 
and the sidewalks on both sides were 
lined with evidences of extreme pov- 
erty, women and children under-fed, 
nay, starving, and clothed scantily and 
in rags, evidently, at least in the ma- 
jority of cases, through no fault of their 
own. 

It was a revelation to the delegates 
and even to local men, so much so that 
it formed the topic of conversation, not 
only during that day, but the next, and 
was frequently referred to in one way 
or another by speakers during the Con- 
gress. 

Your delegates frequently discussed 
this matter with local men, trying to 
ascertain the cause most immediately 
at hand, and we learn that there was a 
great trade depression, that there were 
three women to one man in Notting- 
ham, that the women work at nearly all 
kinds of work, even in machine shops, 
and that the employment of children 
was general, that in good seasons the 
wages of the women and the children 
was. necessary, owing to the low wages 
paid to men, and that when either of 
the three, through depression in trade, 
became unemployed want immediately 
set in. - 

On the third day of the Congress, In 
accepting an invitation from Sir Charles 
Seeley to partake of a luncheon at his 
magnificent country estate, the estate 
being seven miles out in the country, the 
fact that struck your delegates most 
forcibly in looking at the beautiful green 
fields, was the absence of cottages. It 
seemed as though no one lived on the 
land, and upon inquiry we were told 
that probably *tthe large part of the agri- 
cultural workers lived in the city. Judg- 
ing from the appearance it would seem 
that the agricultural population has 
moved into the nearest city, or village, 
either from choice or have been driven 
there in order that their competition 
might assist in creating a surplus force 
of labor to bid against their fellows and 
thus keep wages down. That such ar- 
rangements should intensify the poverty 
and want in periods of depression fol- 
lows as a matter of course. 

On Sunday night there was a great 
meeting of the unemployed on the Mar- 
ket Place. The meeting seemed intensely 
in earnest, but aside from that was re- 
markable in the calm and peaceful de- 
meanor of the crowd. There seemed to 
be demonstrations of the unemployed 
over the whoie country, and there had 
been a kind of Coxey’s Army, calling 
themselves the “Hungry Marchers,’’ go- 
ing from provinces towards London. In 
one of two Instances there had been in- 
cipient bread riots, notably at Glasgow. 

It was inevitable that the Trade 
Union Congress meeting under such 
conditions, would be deeply tinged with 
the situation in the country generally, 
and that there would be numerous prop- 
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ositions before the Congress, having for 
their purpose temporary or permanent 
remedies ror the existing evils. 
Hesolutions offering relief or remedy 
were otrered on the zollowing lines: 
Firat, such resolutions as would tend 
to increase wages, snorten hours and 
take the children out of the industrial 
competition and send them to school 
and would, at least, in recognized un- 
healthy employment either regulate or 
forbid the employment of women. 
Second, such as maintained a right to 
work, at least, at a living wage and 
would make such a right to run against 
the state, it tne state's duty to 
create the employment needed. 
‘laird, nationalization of the land, rail- 


ways and canais. 

Four education, in which was in- 
cluded demand upon the community for 
medical inspection of the children and 
furnisning tnem with the necessary food, 
as weil as general instruction, from which 
tne resolution would exciude all teaching 
of reiigion in any form; indeed, 30 
earnest appeared a section of the inove- 
ment and of the peopie in this matter, 
that at a meeting neid on Sunday after- 
noon a statement to the effect tnat the 
‘ren Commandments were unfit to be 
taught to children was applauded. 

Fırtn, with a view of preventing re- 
ductions in wages, threatened, owing to 
conditions, resoiutions providing for com- 
puisory inquiry in labor disputes, indus- 
triai Bppeai court to prevent men from 
being victimized, compulsory concilia- 
tion and arbitration, and the estabiish- 
ment of a legai minimum wage, especially 
in what is commonly called ‘‘sweated in- 
dustries."’ 

‘Lhe remedy offered by a large and in- 
fluential section of the press is tariff re- 
form on the line of protection, and about 
tnis a pretty general opinion seems to 
be amongst the workers that this would 
only intensify the evil by still more in- 
creasing the cost of living; in other words, 
that if it is to come at all it will include 
agricultural products of all kinds. There 
is much in the public discussion on the 
market place and in the press that re- 
minds pour delegates of the discussion at 
home 184 and 188, the evident pur- 
pose being, justly or unjustly, to make 
use of sting conditions to change the 
policy and the government. 

Dealing with the unemployed problem 
from the point of view of shortening the 
hours of labor, excluding children and in 
dangerous occupations women from the 
industrial competition, the Congress con- 
sidered resolutions asking for a legal eight- 
hour work day, eight hours for pvaxers, 
miners, reduction of the hours of labor 
for shop assistants, the abolition of 
Sunday work, the payment for Sunday 
work on the railways, direct employment 
by the government In all government 
work so as to abolish all kinds of sweat- 
ing in all government workshops, the 
abolition of what is called the ‘Premium 
Bonus System” (special tnducements to 
bring employes to a rate of speed be- 
yond their natural capacity). a minimum 
wage and maximum hours in all govern- 
ment establishments, the abolition of con- 
tracting out on government work, aboli- 
tion of piece work, especially in danger- 
ous occupations and dealing with ex- 
plosives, and, as subsidiary to these reso- 
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lutions, condemnation of any form of em- 
ployment of those employed by the gov- 
ernment in any capacity in competition 
with workmen in private establishments. 


In the ¢iscussion on these propositions 
it was evident to your delegates that the 
passing of the Trades Dispute Bill, which 
restored to the unions their power of 
self-help, had increased their courage 
and self-reliance, especially so in trades 
that in proportion to the men engaged 
therein are well organized and on a 
sound financial basis. These sundry reso- 
lutions were all adopted, many of them 
simply agreed to without a formal vote. 

Dealing with the remedies grouped un- 
der the second head, the Congress dealt 
with resolutions for the immediate ab- 
sorbing of the present unemployed, in 
different ways, and laying the foundation 
of a permanent organization of industry 
on co-operative basis, compulsory state 
employment, legal minimum wage and 
the granting of subsidies during times of 
panics to organizations paying out of 
work benefits. The Congress refused to 
adopt any resolutions looking to the 
permanent reo nization of industry up- 
on co-operative basis, but called upon the 
government to further extend steps al- 
ready taken to begin at the earliest op- 
portunity any public work of utility, al- 
ready determined upon or in serious con- 
templation. The seriousness of the whole 
situation may well be judged om a 
resolution introduced by the ndon Com- 
positors and adopted ae the Congress, 
calling upon the ime Minister and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to receive 
deputations upon the subject of gran 
subsidies to trade unions paying out o 
work benefits. 

The more permanent remedies aside 
from the taking of children away from 
industrial competition and measures 
looking towards doing the same with wo- 
men, Is in the third group, under which 
Congress dealt with and adopted resolu- 
tions for nationalization o rallways, 
canals and the land. Speaking about this 
last subject, your delegates found con- 
siderable discussion in the public press 
advocating the revaluation of the land, 
there having been no valuation for pur- 
poses of taxation since the reign of 
Queen Anne: it is stated that such re- 
valuation is necessary as a preparation 
to any possible further action. 

Fourth, education—It may seem some- 
what far fetched for your delegates to re- 

rt upon education as a sub-heading un- 

er unemployment, yet the conten of 
the resolutions offered, the main reasons 
given for their assage and the avowed 
purpose to thereby minimize some of the 
worst results of unemployment, we think 
is full justification for so doing. The 
resolutions dealin with education re- 
quire, first, individual medical inspection 
and record of physical development of 
all children attending state schools, the 
establishment of properly equip cen- 
ters for medical treatment, the state 
maintenance of school children and that 
the cost of education should be met b 

frants from the Imperial Exchequer an 

v restoration of misappropriat educa- 
tfonal endowments. It will be seen that 
this has to do with the physical develop- 
ment, that it recognizes the parents’ In- 
ability to furnish it, the importance to 
the state of children’s proper ph 
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development, and, therefore, does not 
alone bear upon the remedying of im- 
mediate need, but wouid, so it is hoped, 

oduce a type of men and women 80 
eveloped, physically as well as mentally, 
as to be better prepared than now to hold 
their own in the struggle of life; associ- 
ated with this power and duty of the 
state to take care of and be responsible 
for all children, there is a resolution 
which would prohibit the state from 
teaching | any form of religion or of 
ethics as thereon. Its champions 
insist that it would put all religious 
denominations on the same level, an 
that religion in any form is better 
taught in the home and Sunday School 
than in any public school. This resolu- 
tion caused more debate and more signs 
of feeli than any other considered, and 
was finally adopted by an overwhelming 
majority on a formal vote. 

Other remedies dealing with the pre- 
vention of reduction in wages and the 
waste arising from labor disputes, such 
was the statement of its champion, Con- 
gress considered and adopted resolution 
asking for legislation to prevent the dis- 
missal of employes because they are mem- 
bers of trade unions or co-operative so- 
cieties, and other means to reach the 
same end, the establishment of Industrial 
Appeal Court, the extension of the Con- 

ation Act of 1896, condemnation of 
federated employers locking out their em- 
ployes and refusing arbitration. There 
was considerable discussion on the two 
resolutions dealing with compulsory in- 
quiry and industrial] appeal courts, and it 
appeared to your delegates, viewing it 
as a matter of course from their own ex- 
nee, that the action taken by the 
ongress can hardly be considered final. 
The resolution for an industrial appeal 
court was passed on a card vote, which 
indicates, we think, an imperfect ap- 
reciation on the part of the delegates of 
he full meaning of the resolution and re- 
sults necessarily to flow therefrom. The 
resolution dealing with compulsory in- 
quiry was defeated by about the same ma- 
jority with which the appeal court was 
adopted, and your delegates believe that 
a full understanding of the inevitable re- 
sults of a compulsory inquiry and report 
during the pendency of an industrial dis- 
pute will be such as to call for a greater 
condemnation than that which was ad- 
ministered to the proposition. The sun- 
dry resolutions dealing with compulso 
arbitration were grouped together, and, 
after a short but direct discussion, were 
defeated by a vote of about two to one. 

Arising out of the condition of unem- 
ployment there have been, for some time 
past, agencies established for the pur- 
pose of collecting together groups of men 
who have been sent to continental coun- 
tries to be used as strike breakers. Con- 

ess- dealt with a resolution on this sub- 
Fact. emphatically condemned those en- 
gaged in the traffic, as well as those who 
permitted themselves to be hired for this 
purpose, and the Congress, treating them 
as mercenaries, asked that the foreign 
enlistment act be applied in order to stop 
an evil which can have none but evil con- 
sequences to Englishmen as individuals 
or as a nation. 

On motion of the Cigarmakers. Con- 
gress adopted a resolution calling for the 
Passage of a clear law authorizing the 
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issue and specifying the ownership of 
trade union :abe.s. 

A large number of resolutions were in- 
troduced and adopted to give further pro- 
tection to the heaith, lite and limb of 
working people, amongst tnem resolu- 
tion urging that engines and boilers on 
shore should not be piaced in chaıge of 
any except those who, upon examination, 
had received a certificate certifying that 
they were competent to do the work; on 
the same line resolutions calling for 
amendment in the Employers’ Liability 
Act. Another number of _ resolutions 
dealing with the safety of life in mines 
were, by unanimous consent, withdrawn, 
pending the report of a royal commission 
on that subject. 

Closely related to this system of legis- 
lation is a system of industrial insurance, 
through which the employer relieves him- 
self of individual responsibility by insur- 
ing himself agains. law suits, thus 
defeating the real purpose of all employ- 
ers’ Hability acts, which is not payment 
for being hurt or crippled, but enlisting 
the employer’s self-interest in his workers’ 
safety. As a consequence Congress asks 
for a full inquiry into the industrial in- 
surance systems and methods and for 
legislation based upon such facts as shall 
develop. 

In the matter of old age pensions, 
which have been adopted by Parliament 
this last year, Congress asked for a mini- 
mum pension of at least five shillings per 
week and a reduction in the age limit 
from seventy to sixty. The Congress 
also considered and adopted some reso- 
lutions which may be considered as purely 
political, dealing with changes in the 
Parliamentary procedure, the establish- 
ment of a Minister of Labor, electoral 
reforms, including adult franchise, fe- 
male as well as male, and the amending 
or abolition of the present system of the 
House of Lords. 

It also considered and adopted some 
amendments to standing orders, so that 
{ts Parliamentary Committee would not 
be compelled to serve as a compulsory 
arbitration court in jurisdiction disputes. 

Relating to the litical movement we 
can report that there is in the House 
of Commons one member elected as a 
Socialist, thirty-one distinct Labor Party 
members, twenty-three Trade Unionists, 
mostly sitting as Liberals, all acting in 
perfect unison on any question recog- 
nized as a labor question. The Labor 
Party is financed by an affillation fee of 
fifteen shillings per thousand per year, 
to be used as a working fund, and two 

nce per member per year for what is 

nown as the maintenance fund (out of 
this fund members of Parllament elected 
under the Constitution of the Labor 
Party are entitled to two hundred pounds 
per year). Some of the members accept 
it, others turn it into their societies, 
from whom they get their maintenance in 
a reguiar yearly wage and who pay all 
the election expenses, except twenty-five 
per cent. of the returning officers’ fee. 
The independent Labor Party has twenty 
thousand members, outside of the mem- 
bership of trade unions, and pays pro- 
portionately into the fund. Co-operative 
societies are admissible, but have so far 
not taken much advantage thereof, there 
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being but two small co-operative s0- 
cleties in the Labor Party. 

We found from government publica- 
tion, dealing with wages and hours of 
labor from 1898 to 1906, that there has 
been a gradual decrease in the hours 
and increase in wages in all lines where 
there is fairly effective organization, and 
less In proportion as the organization is 
less effective or non-existent, and that 
the tendency to go to the government 
for indirect and then for direct aid in- 
creases in proportion to the weakness 
of the organizations and its numerical 
strength in proportion to the number of 
men or women working in the same call- 
ing, and, therefore, entitled to affiliation. 
Speaking with individuals who had an 
opportunity of comparison, we were in- 
formed that there prevailed at this Con- 

ess a stronger and more distinct lean- 
ng to trade union methods and trade 
union remedies, as compared with those 
usually called soctalistic and having due 
regard to the feeling and temper pro- 
duced by the present industrial stagna- 
tion and the vast number of unemployed, 
the Congress was remarkable for the 
calmness in its discussion and the con- 
servative tendency and caution in nearly 
all of its action. 

The Congress was composed of 618 dele- 
gates representin 213 societies and a 
membership of 1,776,000, as compared with 
the last session heid in Nottingham in 
1883. when there were 163 delegates repre- 
senting 168 societies and a membershi 
of 471,61. At Sits opening it was wel- 
comed by the mayor, the sheriff, the 
three members of Parllament sitting for 
Nottingham, the bishop of the diocese 
and the president and secretary of the 
local movement. Aside from your own 
fraternal delegates, there were seated 
fraternal delegates from the Labor Party, 
the Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Co-operative Society. 

The work of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for the year was submitted in 
printed form and distributed amongst 
the delegates, considered point for point 
and adopted with very little objection on 
the pa of any of the delegates. The 
vast majority of it was, indeed. received 
and adopt under manifestations of 
genuine appreciation. 


The address of the Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and by virtue 
thereof, Chairman of the Congress, Mr. 
D. J. Shackelton, who will be pleasantly 
remembered as the fraternal delegate at 
the Norfolk Convention, was an able 
paper and was received with very cordial 
applause and every manifestation of ap- 
proval by the Congress. Besides the 
many other good things contained in the 
report. It referred to the International 
Convention seventeen years ago called 
by the Emperor of Germany with a pur- 
nose of arriving at an International 
agreement on legislation for the preserva- 
tion of health, the safety of life and 
limb, the protection of women and chil- 
dren In industrial occupations, and then 
goes on to state that the government 
would be acting in accordance with the 
deeires «f organized workers of this 
country If they took the lead and ar- 
ranged for such a Convention to be held 
in London, such gathering to have a 
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proper number of actual representatives 
of labor In Its membership. 

The chairman stated that in this mat- 
ter he should be glad of a direct ex- 
pression of approval or non-approval of 
the Congress on this particular subject. 
The approval of the Congress was swift 
and decisive and heartily in accord with 
the report. 

The reception accorded your delegates 
on the other side was of the most hosplt- 
able character. It was not confined to 
the members of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, or the Trades Unionists or peo- 
ple of Nottingham, but every one we 
came in contact with in England seemed 
to take particular delight in making our 
stay as pleasant as could be possibly 
done and which your delegates hold in 
the keenest remembrance and the high- 
est sense of gratitude. 

Among the many pleasant entertain- 
ments in which we participated, none 
impressed us more forcibly than the 
Temperance Fellowship Tea. This Tem- 
perance Fellowship consists of officials 
and representatives of trade and labor 
unions only, organized for the purpose 
of promoting temperance among the of- 
ficlals of the labor organizations. 

We were requested by the Parllamen- 
tary Committee, stating they felt sure 
they spoke for the Congress as well, to 
bring back to the United States an in- 
vitation to President Gompers to come 
to the Trades Union Congress next year, 
coupled with a special request to the 
American Federation of Labor to send 
him as a special representative, in no 
way interfering with the two regular 
delegates. The next Congress will be 
held at Ipswich, and Mr. A. H. Gill, 
from the Amalgamated Cotton Spinners, 
and Mr. J. Wadsworth, of the Miners’ 
Federation, were elected as fraternal 
delegates to the American Federation of 

r. 

In conclusion your delegates desire to 
express the opinion which is the result 
of several years of thought, and which 
has not been altered by our presence at 
the Congress, that in order to get the 
most possible good out of the exchange 
of fraternal delegates we should invite 
the British fraternal delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor to parti- 
cipate In the discussion at the Conven- 
tlon whenever in their judgment they 
could be helpful in coming to a right 
conclusion, by stating the experience 
which they have had with the same or 
similar subjects or matters in Great 
Britain. 

Thanking you for the honor conferred 
and the opportunity given us as your 


fraternal delegates, we are, 
Very respectfully and fraternally 
yours, 
ANDREW FURUSETH, 
JAMES J. CREAMER. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. Hugh Frayne, fraternal 
delegate to the last session of the Can- 
adlun Trades and Labor Congress. 

Before presenting the formal 
Delegate Frayne sald: 


report 
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“There are two particular subjects that 
came before the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada I will speak of, on which 
I shall quote the verbatim report as it 
came before the Congress. I shall not be 
expressing my own opinion. One of the 
subjects deals with independent political 
action; the other is the report of their 
special representative to England In re- 
gard to immigration as carried on by the 
Salvation Army. I report this as it was 
presented to the Congress by their rep- 
resentative’s report and in a speech by 
J. Kier Hardie.”’ 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE 
TO THE TRADES AND LABOR CON- 
GRESS OF THE DOMINION OF 
CANADA. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-kEighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Brother Delegates: As your delegate to 

the Twenty-Fourth Annual Convention of 

the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada, held in the city of Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, September 2ist to 26th, 1908, I de- 

Sire to submit the following report for 

your consideration and approval: 

Convention opened Monday, September 
Zist, at 9 a. m., in the Legislative As- 
sembly Chambers. The session was 
opened with an able address of welcome 
by Mr. R. E. Scott, President of the Hali- 
fax Trades and Labor Council. Hon. 
Geo. H. Murray, Premier of Nova 
Scotia, and Mayor Crosby of Halifax, also 
welcomed the delegates as the official 
heads of the Provincial Government of the 
city of Halifax. Their warm welcome was 
fully appreciated by the delegates, who 
liberally applauded the sentiments of good 
feeling expressed toward them. 

To give you a full report of the doin 
of the Convention during the week would 
be almost impossible. I will only deal 
briefly with a few of the most important 
matters considered. The report of the 
executive officers dealt with the matter 
of independent political action, immigra- 
tion, interviews with the federal govern- 
ment on the appointment of a minister of 
labor, the passage of a Dominion work- 
man’s compensation act, the Lemieux act, 
technical education, eight-hour day law, 
establishment of old-age pensions, inter- 
national trades unionism and many other 
important questions affecting the wage 
earner of Canada. 

One of the most important reports to 
the Convention was that of Mr. W. R. 
Trotter, the delegate sent to Great 
Britain by the Congress last year to re- 

rt on the misrepresentations alleged to 

ave been made to intending immigrants 

to Canada. His report, which was an ex- 
ceedingly lengthy one, made numerous 
strictures on the Immigration schemes of 
the Salvation Army. fter showing that 
the unemployed problem was becoming 
pressing in Canada. and that men were 
coming in where there was already an 
overflow of labor and thus adding to the 
number of unemployed, he proceeded to 
deal with the Salvation Army scheme 
thus: 
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“With the exception of the manufactur- 
ers’ association, no society meddling with 
immigration has earned for itself such 
universal condemnation as has this body. 
The workers of the Dominion, who are in 
the best position to know and understand 
the efforts of their policy, are now up in 
arms against a continuance of this sys- 
tem, and as the public become better ac- 
qualnted with the methods employed by 
these people a revulsion of feeling will set 
in which will demand that public money 
shall no longer be disbursed by irrespon- 
sible parties, whose lack of knowledge of 
the effects of their interference in the 
labor market is now historical. The Sal- 
vation Army has now entered into the 
immigration business as a commercial 
specu ation. Existing solely as it does on 
the unquestioning benevolence of an in- 
dulgent public who have been grossly mis- 
led as to the nature and extent of their 
so-called ‘social work,’ the ‘Army’ is en- 
abled to advertise and boost its own 
schemes upon the money thus subscribed, 
with the result that to-day it ranks as the 
most widely known combination of immi- 
gration touts in the British Isles. Almost 
every newspaper contains advertisements 
of the supposed advantages of booking to 
Canada through their agency. Huge post- 
ers decorate the boardings, and in some 
places electric signs tell you to ‘book to 
Canada through the Salvation Army.’ In 
the immigration section of the ‘Army’ one 
notices all the features of the old time 
agency, combined with just enough of the 
odor of sanctity to blind the aforesaid in- 
dulgent public, and to some extent disarm 
criticism.” 

His report went on to show that 
where city councils that sent out immi- 
grants by the Salvation Army, the coun- 
cils had all the expense and the “Army” 
got all the glory, besides a considerable 
margin of profit In each case. The re- 
port also said the Army mutilated Im- 
migration Department booklets by past- 
ing labels over sections of them that re- 
ferred to free information from the 
Dominion agents. 

Brigadier Howell and Colonel Lamb, of 
the Army staff, were present and were 

ven an opportunity to reply. Colonel 

amb, who is in charge of the Army’s 
immigration work to Canada, took up a 
large -number of Mr. Trotter’s charges 
and replied to them. Brigadier Howell, 
in replying to the various statements, 
said he did not think anything he could 
say would bring about a better under- 
standing. He would like to get on a 
friendly basis with the Congress, and 
suggested that a committee be appointed 
to meet the Army and discuss the var- 
ious questions. The Army had tried not 
to interfere with any labor questions, 
and whatever may happen in the future 
he would be glad to consult representa- 
tives of organized labor in placing men. 
As a result of Mr. Trotter’s report and 
the Army officers’ attendance at the 
meeting of congress, the following tele- 
gram was received later by Secretary- 
Treasurer P. M. Draper, from Brigadier 
Howell of the Salvation Army: “It 
might interest the Trades and Labor 
Congress to learn that we have decided 
to discontinue chartered ships of next 
year. We will also exercise greatest 
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care and be governed by conditions here. 
Hope and believe much good will result 
from Monday’s conference, arrange- 
ments for which we appreciate deeply.' 

The report of Secretary-Treasurer 
Draper was of a highly gratifying char- 
acter. It showed an increase in receipts 
within the past ten years from $61l to 
$.W6. In every particular the report 
showed growth surpassing all previous 
records, the Increase in membership last 
year alone being 7,731 and in the revenue 
from r capita tax of $2,151.74, making 
a total membership of 40,728 directly af- 
filiated, representing 638 unions. 

A number of resolutions of importance 
to the trades unionists of Canada were 
dealt with by the Congress, among 
which was one condetaning the "Lem- 
feux bill’’ and asking for its repeal. 

This resolution caused considerable 
discussion, many friends of the bill op- 
posing the repeal. The following amend- 
ment was made and carried: ‘That the 
trades immediately affected by the Lem- 
jeux act be requested to submit to the 
Executive Council of the Congress the 
necessary amendments to make the bill 
effective from the working class stand- 

Int, and that the Executive Council 

instructed to obtain these amend- 
ments to the act, and that in the event 
of the government refusing to grant 
these amendments a referendum he sub- 
mitted to the trades affected by the act, 
and that the Congress pledge itself to 
that vete.’’ 

The report ef Organizers W. R. Tret- 
ter and R. P. Pettipiece were very in- 
teresting shewing the progress made 
during the year in organizing. 

Rev. Dr. Shearer, Secretary of the De- 
partment ef Moral and Reform, 
ef the Presbyterian church in Canada, 
addressed the Congress at some length. 
The general tenor of his address, which 
was an admirabie one, and heard by the 
Congress with the closest attention, was 
to invite the active co-operatien of er- 

nized labor with the Department ef 

eral and Secial Reform of the Presby- 
terian church to attain results which 
are their common aim. In this connec- 
tion, I desire to say that the Rev. Dr. 
Shearer represents the Presbyterian 
church In Canada in the same manner as 
the Rev. Charles Stelzie represents that 
denomination in the United States in 
the Department of Church and Labor. 

It was decided by the Congress to 
send out a circular to all aMfiliated unions 
and friendly unaffiliated unions asking 
for a ten-cent assessment to defray the 
cost of keeping W. R. Trotter, as agent 
of the Congress, in Great Britain, for 
the euucation of the public there regard- 
ing immigration to Canada, and other 


purposes. 
. Kier Hardie addressed the 
Congress on political action. He held 
that trades unionism without political 
action is lopsided. Labor must, said he, 
enter the political arena If it Is to suc- 
cess{ully combat the forces opposed to 
it. Mr. Hardie remarked that while he 
was personally a Socialist and hoped for 
the triumph of Socialism at the earilest 
possible time, he desired most of all to 
effect a united trades unionism. 
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showed in England where the term 
“Socialism”’ has no such _ restricted 
meaning as in Canada and the United 
States. He argued that in this country 
there were all the materials for a great 
Socialistic movement, but he would say 
in all kindness that with the present at- 
titude of the believers in socialism and 
the champions of organized labor pure 
and simple, it meant a divorce of inter- 
ests resulting in permanent injury to 

t oe - 

The present position of the Socialistic 
party in Canada he would describe as that 
of Phariseeism. The autocratic attempt 
to force their ideas upon the people did 
not tend to the uniting of the ranks of the 
workers, 

In conclusion, Mr. Hardie urged as vital 
that the political movement must be fi- 
nanced by trades unions, 

Mr. Hardie was presented with a hand- 
some ebony, gold-headed cane by the Con- 
gress, at the conclusion of hig address, to 
which he suitably replied. 

In concluding this brief report, I desire 
to say that it is urgent upon the various 
International organizations to have their 
organizers visit Canada as often as pos- 
sible to assist the Co ess in organizing 
the unorganized help; keep the o iz 
within the fold and oppose the efforts of 
the Natienal movement, which is gain 
considerable headway in some sections 
the Deminion. 

The Congress while in session d ed 
of a great deal of important work which 
is bound to be of lasting benefit to the 
wage earners of Canada, and en every 
possible occasion during its sessions the 

elegates voiced their confidence and high 
regard for the American Federation of 
Labor and its officers. 

The many courtesies shown me by the 
officers and delegates of the Congress will 
always remain one of my most pleasant 
memories, 

Quebec was chosen as the next place of 
meeting, and the following officers were 
elected: 

President, Alphonse Verville, M. P., re- 
elected unanimous 
Vice-President, 

elected. 

Secretary-Treasurer, P. M. Draper, re- 


elected 
Delegate to the American 


Iy. 
ames Simpson re- 


Fraternal 
Federation of Labor Convention, P. M. 


Draper. 
Fraternally submitted, 
HUGH FRAYNE, Delegate. 


Secretary Morrison: As there is very 
little business before the Convention this 
afternoon, and I see in the hall a gentle- 
man who is giving a great deal of his 
time to work along the same line as labor 
organizations, I would move that he be in- 
vited to address this Convention for a 
short time. The gentleman I have in 
mind ig an eloquent speaker, and many of 
the delegates have heard him. I refer to 
Mr. Raymond Robins of Chicago. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Robins was introduced to the Con- 
vention by President Gompers, and said: 
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Mr. President, Fellow Delegates, Fellow 
Citizens, Men of Labor, Men and Women 
Who Work and Think and Have Some 
Large Purpose in the Common Life of the 
World: I am glad to talk with you for a 
little while this afternoon as one man 
Speaks lo other men, and as a man speaks 
to his friends. Underneath all this great 
struggle that marks the conflict of Jabor 
in the world of men is really a great idea. 
And every form of that struggle is simply 
an expression in one aspect or another of 
a great idea; and the divisions between 
men and society, earnest men, capable 
men, who divide, on the one hand, friendly 
to organized labor, and others who divide, 
on the other hand, in sometimes bitter 
enmity to organized labor, is really, when 
it Is sifted down, to be determined upon 
one real principle underneath the whole 
struggle. 

The Danbury Hatters’ case, injunctions 
granted by judges at night while propped 
up by pillows in their beds, with no y 
present but the lawyers for the employ- 
ers—all these conflicts are to be explained 
on one ground. That ground is this: the 
whole confilct in this country and in the 
world between the men of labor on the 
one hand, and the men opposed to labor 
on the other hand, is this: that the men 
of labor are advancing and affirming and 
declari and maintaining the citizenship 
values of the working man; and the other 
group is advancing and maintaining and 
advocating the profit values of the labor 
of man; and the whole struggle comes out 
of the point of view whether or not you 
are interested as a citizen of the Republi 
as a man, in the citizenship values o 
human labor, or whether you are inter- 
ested chiefly in the profit values, the 
property values of human labor as an as- 
set for certain individuals, or people, or 
corporations or employers. There is the 
whole conflict, and you will find intelli- 
gent and able men whose minds are de- 
voted to the question of the money side of 
the conflict, who become so biased and so 
set in their judgment that they lose sight 
of the human values in the controversy 
altogether. They do not care especially 
for child labor, they do not care especial- 
Iy to stop women from those employments 
that break down their health and destroy 
their possibility of becoming mothers. 
You can get the basis of the conflict on 
whether the group Is interested most in 
the human values. the citizen values, or 
most in the property values, the profit 
values of the men. There are able and 
honest men sitting as judges in high 
courts who believe that judgments in pro- 
tection of property rights that are mani- 
festly in destruction of human rights ure 
really good, because they see only the 
property values in the controversy. 

And this brings me, men of labor, to 
the thing I am glad to say in this Con- 
ventior this afternoon. The problem be- 
fore labor in America and the world is 
a problem of interpretation. It is a prob- 
lem of getting out the citizenship values 
in the possession of organized labor, and 
forcing the recognition of these values 
upon the men and women of fair pur- 
pose and honest intentions in the com- 
munity and in the state and in the 
nation. There are more fair-minded men 
than there are of the other kind. There 


are more people in the world who want 
to do the right thing than who pur- 
posely want to do the wrong thing; and 
while there are those implicated in the 
steal directly, men and women who profit 
greatly out of the social injustice and 
wrong in the industrial situation of our 
country, they will never be the people 
who will lead In the cause of labor. It 
is also true that when you convince a 
man or woman, whether they are friendly 
to labor or are opposed to labor, that the 
values of manhood and womanhood and 
childhood are involved, you break down 
the efficiency of that man or woman in 
opposing the just demands of labor for 
the future. All over this country there 
are large groups of men or women not 
directly engaged in the struggle who de 
not understand themselves and their re- 
lationship to the struggle. Two millions 
of working men, more or less intelligent, 
on the one hand, and half a milifon em- 
ployers, more or less intelligent, en the 
other hand, and a great mass of men 
and women in between who have not the 
true values of this struggle in their mind, 
and who, if they do have the true values, 
would support many of the just demands 
of labor. It is a problem ef interpreta- 
tion, a problem of making the real human 
value manifest te many men and women 
not directly interested personally in this 
struggle. . 


While organized labor fought its bat- 
tles on the industrial fleld we made ad- 
vances. You know that struggle inti- 
mately. You know that when labor with 
its committee met with the committee 
of the employers and sat down at the 
table and discussed the demands of labor 
we made advances. We made advances 
because the great human values under 
our contentions carries us on in spite of 
the ability and the greed of the opposing 
forces. But there came a time in this 
country about ten years ago when a 
great number of employers began to 
form into more or less secret organiza- 
tious. They were called manufacturers’ 
associations in some cities, employers’ 
associations in some states, citizens’ alli- 
ances in some towns; but the purpese 
behind them all, regardless of the fair 
promises and fair-spoken words, the 
definite and organized and powerful pur- 
pose was to break down trade unions in 
every industry in this country. How did 
they go about it? Not by discussing it 
in the open. They went about it by 
forming lobbies in various legislatures, 
by forming a lobby in the Congress of 
the United States. by engaging the serv- 
ices of lawyers who were friendly to spe- 
cial judges—who had the “pull," as it 
were, of friendship and past favors upon 
Judges on benches In state and federal 
courts. Let us speak the facts as they 
occurred. Organized labor then found it- 
self contesting on the industria) field 
with the more or less fair manufacturers 
of the country—and I wish to say there 
are some manufacturers who are as fair 
and reasonable and decent men as can 
be found anywhere, and we are mighty 
glad to have those men. We found our- 
selves dealing with them, on the one 
hand, in the industrial fleld, while the 
other group, the employers of scab labor, 
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the labor skinners, the labor crushers, 
were organized and bringing their power 
to bear upon the legislatures and courts 
of the country. In Illinois, where it has 
been my privilege to live for some time, 
we have a good many men and women 
working to-day in occupations that may 
be called dangerous trades by reason of 
the machinery used and the conditions 
of the industry. There is not one word 
on the statute books of Illinois which 
really protects those men and women 
from crippled hands and lost limbs, from 
crippled bodies and lost lives In those 
Industries. As a matter of fact to-night 
the men and women In Illinois in danger- 
ous trades are less protected than men 
and women in Finland—and we think 
Illinois is a civilized community! Now 
what happened? Organized labor bore 
the burden of the struggle, just as or- 
anized labor has been the power be- 
Find the passage of child labor laws and 
all laws that really save the life of man. 
They took up the struggle and presented 
a reasonable and fair bill in the legis- 
lature in the state of Illinois. It was 
about to be passed. The Manufacturers’ 
Assoclation of Chicago and Illinois sent 
to the legislature its secretary, an able 
and clever man, who is not too careful 
of the truth when he makes statements 
about labor men. He established a lobby 
ana had one or two very able and clever 
lawyers at his shoulder all the time. He 
began to make arguments to the legis- 
lators and they were not all addressed 
to the mind: some of those were ad- 
dressed here (touching his pocket). Some 
of those legislators bullt nice houses when 
they went home, although they did not 
have any money when they went to the 
legislature, and they were supposed to 
get only $1,000 for their year’s service! 
That bill was lost. Is there any falir- 
minded man of any political persuasion 
whatever who can bring himself to object 
if organized labor in the state of Illinois 
says, ‘As long as you fought us on the 
industrial field we were content to re- 
main on that fleld and we wanted to 
stay there. but if you retire and bolster 
yourself up behind a lobby on the politi- 
cal field and begin to contribute to the 
election of legislators for the purpose of 
betraying «1s, and begin to contribute to 
the campaign fund of judges for the pur- 
pose of getting unfair injunctions against 
us, In the name of men and women and 
children in the state of Illinois, we will 
go into politics and drive you out.” 


That is the general situation when 
you get down to the real facts. Then 
you will find organized labor has been 
content to discuss Its issues on the in- 
dustrial field, but the other fellows have 
not been. They have had their power, 
their education and ability, but they did 
not trust that. They never sat down to 
discuss a proposition with us that they 
did not have two or three trained law- 
yers ready to help them on the monied 
side. I have sometimes sat in such a 
controversy when It seemed to me that 
if God Almighty had come down and 
said a certain thing was good for the 
workers they would have objected to It. 
I have no objection to lawyers. I have 
known lawyers who were honest, but I 
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tell you, my friends, you have to sift 
pretty close to find them. That is the 
situation that has faced organized labor 
in this great nation of ours; and if or- 
ganized laber, responding to the action 
of employers of scab labor, follow them 
up and drive them out of the political 
forces of our people that were made to 
serve the whole people, I think organ- 
ized labor will be doing a service to the 
whole nation and not to any class. 

You can not escape this struggle. The 
strongest organized union that may look 
down on the field and say, ''We are 
safe’ is deluding itself if it makes any 
such statement anywhere in the indus- 
tral field. As a matter ef fact, the 
strongest union isn’t any stronger in 
the last analysis than the weakest union, 
and we have to learn that great truth. 
The working class will stand or fall to- 
gether. And when I say ‘class’ I do 
not mean class in any foolish, doctri- 
naire sense. I mean the men and women 
who really earn what they eat In any 
capacity, whether it be by mind or 
hand. Those people have got to get to- 
gether against the people who are the 
common plunderers of the whole nation, 
regardless of class. 

Now, my friends, when I say we can 
not escape this struggle, on what 
grounds do I base that statement? Not 
on guess work; I base it on facts. I 
want to say to you, men of labor, you 
who represent America’s toiling thou- 
sands, that I know something of the 
labor end of the game also, something 
of unorganized labor in a Southern 
mine where I worked day after day for 
twelve hours a day, side by side with 
colored men, and got a dollar a day for 
the work. That is not specially high 
wages! We were not organized: we 
were poor, common white trash on the one 
hand, and poor, worthless niggers on the 
other hand, and we were making people 
rich while we worked there. e were 
good enough to do that. I didn't like 
it; I don’t deny that for a moment. I 
broke away and went to Alaska. I was 
one of the bunch of men who went u 
there and fought their way over Chil- 
coot Summit and down hite Horse 
. I was one of those who did 
Most of them went broke. When 
we passed on over the great frozen 
stretches of Alaska in the spring of 
’98, we stopped on a cliff that looked 
out over Behring Sea to the utmost 
limit of the Western continent of North 
America. And the great cold there 
worked the same magic the great heat 
does in the desert. It lifted up far over 
the tops of the icebergs and the great 
ice sea the cliffs of far Siberia, seventy 
miles away, and we saw on the horizon 
the cliffs of that old Asia, that ancient 
human hive from which came forth the 
men that made Western civilization. I 
didn’t know what it meant then. I 
turned back and went through the val- 
leys and over the mountains of Alaska 
and made a stake, so I am free to be 
here to-day. Now I know what it 
meant. It meant that the great fron- 
tler, which for a hundred years gave 
an opening to the surplus labor of 
America, had passed forever from the 
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world. It meant that that great West- 
ern movement that came out from the 
East, that came across Western Europe 
and laid the foundations of human lib- 
erty and justice in that ‘tight little is- 
land,’ then forced its way across the 
ocean and established on the Atlantic 


shore the thirteen colonies; then passed 
across the Mississippi and the ocky 
Mountains, until its waves met the 


waves of the Pacific, would rest there. 
It rested there a while, and then the 
old hunger for opportunity, the hunger 
of the boy to try his life against the 
life of the world, drove the men of '% 
over the Chilcoot Summit, but it will 
not drive them in the future anywhere. 
They will go out into the ocean and 
drown. 


To-day, as you sit here discussing the 
great interests of humanity bound up in 
the cause of organized labor, in every 
little town of e country, In every 
farmer’s home, there is a bright-eyed 
boy thinking of the future, thinking of 
leaving his narrow surroundings and 
trying himself against the world. Where 
will he go? He will not go to the fron- 
tier; he is not thinking about it; it has 
ceased to exist. He is thinking of San 
Francisco, of Denver, of Chicago, of 
New York, of the industrial centers of 
America, and he is coming there to- 
night; he is marching, while you sit 
here, to come into the labor struggle of 


the great industrial cities, with no 
knowledge of the struggle of labor 
for a hundred years to get hours 


and wages, without any knowledge of 
the strain and labor of countless men 
and women to make conditions fair. 
What does he want? He wants oppor- 
tunities. He will work under any con- 
ditions, he will take lon hours and 
small pay, and hope or promotion 
sometime. He is the ready tool of this 
combined scab labor group to hurl 
against the standard of every organized 
trade in the land. 

My friends, we can not escape! Every 
man of labor here has got to accept the 
supreme obligation of universal organiza- 
tion, from the man who digs the ditch to 
the most highly skilled mechanic in the 
land. There is no man too mean, there 
is no occupation too servile to justify 
your lack of organization efforts, not be- 
cause they will add strength to the union 
in great numbers, but because the mere 
fact of organization among them is the 
protection and guarantee and sure hope 
of the strongest union in the land. Now, 
men, that is no mean job. That is a job 
so big and tremendous that it is only 
equalled by the tasks before those pio- 
neers who dared to hope for a free na- 
tion and dared to lay its foundations on 


those rocky New England shores. But 
they had hope. Are we less worthy than 
our fathers of falth in the future of man- 


kind? Shall we, in the presence of the 
accomplished fact of a great republic, 
whether or not it be wholly free—it is at 
least with conditions of government that 
give possibilities of freedom to every 
man and women in the land—are we to be 
heard to question the power of men in 
society to organize all industry and make 
all „nbor honorable, not in name, but in 
ac e 
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My friends, there is a real dignity of la- 
bor in the heart of the world. The men 
and women who actually do feed and 
clothe and house this country and the: 
world are really worthy of all honor, 
with all cant and humbug thrown aside. 
You have got to dare as much in the 
great pioneer work of organized labor, in 
the great moral and human values of 
this industrial struggle as the men of old 
the fathers of our land, dared and braved 
in the interests of political and religious 
freedom. You are facing, as the inherit- 
ors of a great tradition, the third great 
struggle in the history of civilization. At 
first the lines of men divided upon the 
question of the freedom of the human 
mind. For five hundred years, aye, tor & 
thousand years, that struggle went on, 
and it was won. It was won for every 
man and woman and child. The meanest 
man in this Repubiic and Western civili- 
zation can believe in one God, or seven 

ods, or no God, if he wants to, and there 
A no power of Church or state can 
him nay. It was no mean gain 
came from that great struggle. 

And then the dividing lines of mankind 
formed over the question of political 
liberty, over the right of every man to. 
have some share in the government of: 
which he was a part. And that strugg!2 
expresses five hundred years in which the 
people of England, among all the nations 
of the earth, led the vanguard of human 
progress, and dared to lay down the most 
permanent and abiding principles on which 

uman liberty shall forever rest. Men 
can not wait; the great forces of civiliza- 
tion move onward and forward while gen- 
eration succeeds generation in the life of 
the world. You men who are inheritors of 
that great past are facing to-day a 
struggle compared with which the two 
great etruggles that preceded seem to us 
as though t ey were but the material of 
a summer's day. It is not so, but it 
seems so. You are facing the third great 
problem of civilization—the problem of in- 

ustrial liberty, the problem so splendidly 
put by the President of this great Fed- 
eration when he said that the conflict 
waging now was upon the question of 
whether a man’s laboring power and his 
purchasing power belonged to him or 
whether they belonged to somebody else. 
The problem to-day is to secure for every 
man and women of labor in the land the 
right to the possession of their labor 
power absolutely, and the right to the 
possession of their purchasing power ab- 
solutely, and to have declared by the 
legislatures and upheld by the courts the 
fact that employers of America have ob- 
solutely no property right whatever in 
either the working power or the purchas- 
ing power of the workers. We will vindi- 
cate that right, not because some of us 
are eager to undertake the struggle, but 
because we must vindicate it. e won't 
be able to have any rights at all if we 
don’t vindicate that right, because this is 
an industrial age, and industrial rights 
take the front of the stage in the con- ° 
troversy of mankind. 

Now, men, we can win. We can win 
because we are right, and because there 
are more of us, The whole problem to- 
day Is whether we have got as much sense 
in getting together and standing together 
as the scab employers have on the one 
hand, or as the free working men of Great 
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xf the twenty thousand miners who 
‘risked their lives along the trail would 
tisk his life for that word. We used to 
say, “Well, there are Just, three things in 
this world I hate more than any other 
three things, and the first one of them is 
& quitter, the second is a quitter, and the 
third is a quitter—damn him!" 

Now, friends, isn’t that really the doc- 
trine of the men of labor? A! matter 
of fact, the man with money and labor 
can got alone. He can stand the strain, 
but the man of labor and the woman of 
labor have got to stand together or the, 
won't anywhere. I wish that th 
‚great Convention would reallze how im- 
Portant in one aspect the organization of 
women fs. There are six million women 
in gainful occupations in the United 
States to-day. What about them? They 
are being used to-day for the purpose of 
breaking down hours and wages in every 
trade where they are not organized. Why 
is It that some of the sweat shops and 
big stores can work a girl overtime duri: 
the rush season three or four hours an 
send her back to her little tenement home 
at the end of the rush season? Why can 
not they work a hod-carrier that way? 
Because they have to pay him time and 
a half for every minute over elght hours, 
because he is organized, And the women 
who are being exploited, who are being 
robbed who are being disinherlted from 
their right to a home and to maternity, 
from having little children they can call 
their own, are being robbed to-night sim- 
ply because they are unorganized. Friend: 
a high court in this land has sald thai 
the great organization of the United Hat- 
ters of North America is a conspiracy in 
restraint of trade because those men 
told other men and women of labor, in 
the Interests of humanity, in the Interests 
of themselves, not to wear ywe's hats— 
they were blood-stained hats I say to 
you, my friends, that goods made under 
‘anti-social or immoral conditions, where 
there is child labor, women working over- 
time and men being paid less than a fair 
wage. are of greater injury to this coun- 
try to-day than crime and pestilence in 
any other form. The time will come 
when the great moral value of organized 
Jabor will be recognized in this land. We 
talk of wages and hours. That is the 
first thing we have to talk about. I know 
two hat factories in America, one organ- 
ized and the other unorganized. They are 
within three blocks of each other. In the 
unorganized factory about a year ago a 
big stiff of a foreman insulted a little girl 
who was a hat trimmer. She. stood up 
and told him what she thought of him, 
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on the street, where she told them the 
gituation. They said they would starve 
before they would go back if that man did 
not apologize to the little girl, The boss 
came down in his big automobile, went to 
his office and call in the foreign girl. 
He also called in the big stiff of a fore- 
man, who began to weaken, as any bi 
coward will. Let it be sald to the eterna 
ory of that particular hat manufacturer 
at he had decency enough to discharge 
the foreman on the spot. low, I want to 
submit to the univeraities of Colorado and 
America as well, I want to submit to th 
churches of Colorado and America as 
well, that the United Hatters in that par- 
ticular shop had more moral value, not 
only to protect hours and wages, but to 
protect the sanctity of personal virtue and 
the sanctity of the home than all forces 
in Christendom combined. Win with a 
cause like that? Why, of course we are 
going to win! We are going to win by 
the argument based upon the great human 
values under organized labor, we are go- 
ing to throw back into the faces of those 
people—sometimes ignorant and honest— 
sometimes cunning and hypocritical—who 
put up to labor its dishonest leaders this 
statement: “Yes, we have had dishonest 
4 the church has had dishonest 
and the political parties have 
ishonest leaders.” We will say to 
“My brothers, when you drive the 

















them: 
crooks out of the Democratic party and 
the Republican party, it will be time to 
come to us and, taik about dishonest 


leaders.” We don’t like crooks, we try to 
put them down and out, and sometimes 
we do it. The human values of organized 
labor wiil not stand for crooked work, and 

e 





this country to-day. 

Let us not have divisions regarding the 
future. We don't know what we are 
Kolng to do. We are going to fight the 

ight like men, decide on a policy, and 
more and more of us are going to stand 
by that policy as one man every day 
that goes on from now until we win final 
victory. Jt may be that we will be with 
the Republicans next election. Yes, I 
mean that. I thank God that it is true 
that there are just as honest, able and 
sincere men, men who love liberty and 
justice, in the Republican party to-day 
as there ever was in any party whatever. 
There are the same sort of people in 
the Democratic party. and there are the 
same earnest sort of people in the So- 
clalist party. There are honest men who 
yoted the Independence League ticket. I 
don't know where we are going to go, 
but I do know that we are not going 
to amount to anything until we get to- 
gether. We may be with the Rennhli- 

we may be with the Democra‘ 
be with the Socialists. Thev wi 
0 settle which one of the fifty- 
seven varieties we are to go with: but 
let us, as free men leading forward the 
hope of this great nation, resolve to 
stand together, to surrender personal 
divisions, to look out upon a great and 
broad horizon that sees the future of 
nkind and sees the future hosts of 
labor marching to the music of freedom’s 
deathless song. Let us together neree, 
forgetting divisions of the past, but deter- 
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ng upon unity for the future. Go 
Pea to realize that great tradition 
of our nation, a tradition the greatest 
ever hoped for in the mind of man, the 
tradition not of a great class, not of 
great individuals, net of millionaires, not 
of Morgans and Rockefellers or that 
group, but the tradition of a great na- 
tion, a great people. the manhood and 
womanhood of that people, frem the 
man who digs the ditch to the last 
exalted expression ef genius, guaranteed 
by the law and protected by the court, 
and upheld by the opinion of the people; 
the right to a decent day's work and a 
decent wage for that work, the right to 
have a heme and bring up free children 
to carry forward the tradition of a peo- 
le tnat fear God, that love liberty, and 
that fear nothing else under Heaven. 


Delegate Lewis—There is a matter I 
would like to bring to the attention of 
this Convention. We have heard a great 
many good things to-day, but I think we 
should complete the session by hearing 
something else good. If it is in order at 
this time, I would move that we invite 
President Lynch of the International 
Typographical Union to tell us something 
of the institution we saw yesterday—the 
Union Printers’ Home at Colorado 
Springs. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Lynch of the International 
Typographical Union spoke at some 
length in regard to the history of the 
Union Printers’ Home. 

President Gompers—During the proceed- 
ings the Chair desired to say something 
in regard to the speeches presented to 
this Convention. It was my purpose to 
enter into a more extensive statement 
than I think would be proper or appro- 
priate at so near the close of the session. 
I am sure that this day's session has 
been an exceeding mental advantage to all 
the men and women participating In this 
Convention. The fraternal greetings of 
hope and confidence In our movement, 
the history of the efforts that are being 
put forth and the experience detailed 
have all been of the most material value. 
There are congresses often held in our 
country as well as in others in which 
men are invited to give addresses or 
read prepared papers; but I doubt if 
there has been or could be brought to- 
gether another gathering, other than the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, where, without previous invitation 
or preparation, such magnificent ad- 
dresses, eloquent in thought and expres- 
sion, conveying messages more deeply 
concerned with human justice and human 
liberty than we have had the privilege 
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of hearing to-day. It is a magnificent 
tribute to our Federation that it has 
proved itself of sufficient magnetic force 
to attract the luminous minds and sympa- 
thetic hearts of the men and women who 
have addressed us, and there has not 
been, so far as I can recollect, one ex- 
pression uttered to-day in our gathering 
to which we can not all of us say, with 
perfect confidence, Amen. 


I did want to say a word or two to our 
friends from Great Britain particularly, 
because it is not always in the mind of 
every man to understand the great strug- 
gles necessary to be made in our coun- 
try, and the great difficulties and ob- 
stacles that we are called upon to over- 
come. We meet te-day in Denver, and 
some say it is a Western city. Ask the 
men who come from that portion of the 
country where the sun sets, who are now 
in Denver, and they say, ‘‘Why don’t you 
come West?’ You heard to-day the 
gifted orator who sald that in San Fran- 
cisco he and his fellows went West. 
When you arrived at the port of New 
York you were considerably West of the 
extreme eastern portion of the United 
States. You have traveled nearly 2,000 
miles from New York to Denver, and we 
are about two and one-half days’ quick 
travel from San Francisco, Seattle or 
Los Angeles. You may therefore imagine, 
with a country so vast in length and so 
vast in width, with oceans and inland 
seas, And mountains and deserts and 
prairies, the difficulties we have to bring 
about a great, comprehensive, united 
movement of the workers of the United 
States. After all we are only a century 
and a third old as a nation, with nearly 
ninety millions of souls, speaking all the 
languages and tongues of all the lands 
in the werld, and while I believe that we 
have among the employers of America 
some of the most sympathetic and the 
most humane employers, men who will 
compare favorably with any other em- 
ployers on the face of the globe; but it is 
equally true that you can find the most 
rapacious Gradgrinds that can be found 
anywhere. It is a difficult task now, but 
we are trying to man ourselves to the 
duty. You have had your Taff Vale de- 
cision, and you have overcome it. We 
have had decisions, both in Injunction 
cases and in a case where the Supreme 
Court has decided that our trade unions 
are subject to be sued for three-fold 
damages, in effect, exactly as the Taff 
Vale decision was rendered. 
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We have presented our ideas as to bills 
to overcome this discrimination, and the 
unjust and improper decision in which our 
labor movement has been placed, and 
have tried to make a fight for it. The 
difficulty is, I think, to a considerable ex- 
tent, that even among our fellow workers 
in our country the hold and influence of 
party domination is stronger than it 
ought to be. We believe that if the Am- 
erican workingmen, if the American citi- 
zenship, were freer from political party 
domination and more independent as men 
and citizens, we would have more justice 
and more success upon the legislative 
field. The bills we prepared and sub- 
mitted to Congress, the Pearre Bill and 
the Wilson Bill combined would be in ef- 
fect the Trades Dispute Act passed by 
the British Parliament, and we are going 
to get it. It has been hinted to me since 
I came to Denver that there is a plan 
afoot to see to it that Congress shall pass 
some sort of a bill, both amendatory of 
the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and to serve 
notice before injunctions shall be issued. 
I say here and now that as a man and as 
a citizen, if not as President of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, I will fight 
that proposition in Congress! They can- 
not attempt to give us what may appear 
as a sweet morsel, but which will take 
the very vitals out of our organized move- 
ment, or shdckle us by the pretense of 
giving us freedom. In our labor move- 
ment, during the ordinary course and gen- 
eral work, when all of us do our duty, 
there arise in the labor movement, as 
there do always incidents in the history 
ef nations, times when the term may be 
employed that was uttered by that great 
man who gave life and energy, and re- 
newed life and energy, to the movement 
for the establishment of this independent 
nation. Tom Paine said to the American 
colonists: ‘“‘Now is the time that tries 
men’s souls,’” and when such periods arise, 
the critical and crucial hour of the 
struggle, may we hope to have absolute 
unity in our ranks. ‘We cannot escape 
the struggle,”’ was a remark made by one 
of our friends who addressed us. No, we 
cannot, and, better still, we won’t. Upon 
the shoulders of the men of labor the 
world over devolves the duty of making 
the struggle for human liberty. We 
could not escape it if we wanted to, and 
we don’t want to. 

I can not tell you how deep the impres- 
sion that has been made upon my mind 
and heart to-day while listening to the 
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splendid addresses, some of them in 
homely fashion, some of them in gifted, 
transcendent eloquence, but all of them 
breathing the word of human brother- 
hood, and all of them conveying the hope 
and the faith that we have in the fullest 
fruition and success of the hope that 
the men and women and children of our 
time shall do their duty and not defer 
the contest to some future day and in- 
dulge in an academic division now. It 
is the duty of man to see to it that he 
sticks to his colors and adopts as his 
motto for life, ‘‘Never quit! Never quit!’ 

Brothers Wadsworth, Skinner, Draper, 
I want to say to you that I greet you 
as a man to men, representing the heart 
and the very soul of Britain's best men. 
We can not tell you how welcome you 
are among us. We want you, during 
these proceedings, te give us the advice 
of your counsel and your experience. We 
need it. We are proud of our intelli- 
gence, but that very pride makes us 
realize how little we know; and in the 
same degree that we are intelligent, we 
know there is much to learn. The 
women who addressed us to-day aroused 
deep interest and human interest by 
their magnificent utterances. Their 
words will be remembered long, and they 
will have their reflex in the actions of 
the men and women who attend this 
Convention, and the great messages 
submitted by our fraternal delegates to 
the British Trades Union Congress, and 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada are worth remembering. And then, 
capping the climax, we had that’ mag- 
nificent oration, so full of transcendent 
feeling and logic from which there was 
no escape. We have to thank you all, 
if I may assume to speak in the name 
of the delegates to this Convention; to 
thank you for them deeply, earnestly 
and sincerely, as well as for myself as 
President of our Federation. 

I desire to say that about an hour 
ago I received a letter which does not 
concern me alone. I shall ask Secretary 
Morrison to read it. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
letter: 


Lincoln, Neb., November 10, 1908. 


Hon. Samuel Gompers, Federation of 

Labor Meeting, Denver Colo.: 

My Dear Mr. Gompers—I_have been 
intending to write to you at Washington, 
but seeing you are in Denver, I write to 
say that I appreciate most sincerely the 


140 
powerful support which you gave to our 
ticket. We have not won, but we de- 


served to win. and I think that you 
especially are entitled to great credit for 
so ably support! the party which took 
the laboring man’s side on the questions 
at issue. 

I recognize that all of the laboring 
men are not tree to vote as they wish— 
many to a certain extent being intimi- 
dated by the threat of their employers— 
and for this reason I appreciate the more 
the enthusiasm of those who dared resist 
intimidation. 

I recognize, too, that some, because 
of their hostili to the laboring men, 
opposed us mainiy because the labor or- 
ganizations favored us, but instead of 
abandoning that which we think to be 
best, we should proceed to convince those 
who are hostile that social progress and 
permar.ent p rity are only possible 
when there is harmonious co-operation 
between labor and capital. and that this 
co-operation Is only possible upon a basis 
of justice to those who toll. 

Thanking you again, I am, 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) W. J. BRYAN. 


President Gompers announced the distri- 
bution to various committees of the fol- 
lowing portions of the President’s report 
and the report of the Executive Council: 

“Local Strikes," to the Committee on 
Local and Federated Bodies; ‘Building 
Trades Department,” to the Building 
Trades Committee; “Brewery Workers— 
Engineers—Firemen—Teamsters,”’ to the 
Committee on Adjustment; ‘‘Plumbers— 
Steam Fitters,”’ to the Building Trades 
Committee; “Hod Carriers and Bulld- 
ing Trade Laborers—Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers,”’ to the Building Trades 
Committee; "Wood Workers—Carpenters,’” 
to the Committee on Adjustment; Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers—Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers.' to the Build- 
ing Trades Committee; ‘Sheet Metal 
Workers—Stove Mounters.’ to Committee 
on Adjustment; "Upholsterers—Carriage 
and Wagon Workers.’ to the Committee 
on Adjustment; ‘International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers,”’” Committee on Ad- 
justment; ‘“‘Pavers and Rammermen,”’ 
Bullding Trades Committee; ‘Moving 
Picture Machine Operators,”” to Commit- 
tee on Adjustment; “Brotherhood of Rall- 
road Clerks.’ Committee on Adjustment; 
‘“‘Labor’s Campaign for Justice,’ to Com- 
mittee on President’s Report; ‘‘Injunc- 
tion—Anti-Trust Law Decision.’ Commit- 
tee on President's Report; ‘‘Libel Suit,’ 
Committee on President's Report; ‘Los 
Angeles,’ Committee on Organization; 
“*Anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,’ Committee 
on Resolutions; Uniform Laws to Pro- 
tect Human Life,’ and ‘“‘Old-Age Pen- 
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sions,’” to Committee on Resolutions; ‘‘In- 
dustrial Education” and ‘‘Farmers’ Or- 
ganizations,’’ to Committee on Education; 
“Label Conference,’ to Committee on 
Labels; ‘‘Alaskan Fisheries” and ‘‘Pour- 
en Defense Conference,’ to Committee on 
Resolutions; ‘International Conference of 
Trade Unions,’’ Committee on President’s 
Report; ‘Conservation of Natural Re- 
sources,’ Committee on Education. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gom- 
pers to the various committees: 


Resolution No. 21—By the International 
Typographical Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union is making a most vigor- 
ous label campaign, in this connect.on 
expendin thousands of dollars; and 

HEREAS, Every well-conducted, con- 
sistent and pers.stent label campaign is of 
value and assistance to all other label 
crusades, and in the propagation and ex- 
tension of the sale and use of union- 
labeled products; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all International, Na- 
tional, State, City Central and Local 
Unions be requested to aid the Interna- 
tional Printing Trade Unions by attach- 
ing label stickers (which may be obtained 
in any quantity desired from the Interna- 
tional ypographical Union), to non- 
labeled printed matter and returning It to 
the party, firm or corporation responsible 
for the issuance o this non-labeled 
printed matter. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No, 2—By the International 
Typographical Union delegat.on: 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in pamphiet form 
and convenient for vest pocxet reference, 
a list of weekly. monthly and quarterly 
publications produced under union and 
non-union conditions; and 

WHEREAS, This list is intended for the 
guidance of friends and supporters of fair 
wages, fair hours and fair conditions; 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists 
be requested to secure a copy of the list 
referred to. and that they guide them- 
selves by its contents In the purchase of 
weekly papers and monthly or quarterly 
magazines, 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegates D. J. 
Tobin, P. D. Da:cy and Illarry McCor- 
mack, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has at all times pledged itself 
to heip and assist any international or- 
ganization chartered and working under 
its banner; and 

WHEREAS, It has repeatedly de- 
nounced rival organizations and seceders 
from regularly chartered international 
bodies; and 

WHEREAS, There exists at the present 
time In some of the large cities a dual 
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organization of teamsters, which is at- 
tempti to deceive the rank and file of 
the workers of that craft and organized 
labor in general; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
hereby proclaims that the only bona fide 
organization of teamsters and helpers 
chartered under the American Federa- 
tion of Labor is the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and Helpers; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor de- 
nounces and condemns seceding and 
dual organizations as tending to disrupt 
organized workers and strengthen the 
power of unjust employers; and it is 


rther 

RESOLVED, That all Central bodies 
and State Federations refuse to allow 
any organization of teamsters and 
helpers not chartered by the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters to af- 
fillate with them; and if any such dua) 
or seceding organizations are at present 
affiliated with them are seated in their 
councils, that they be immediately un- 
seated or expelled from such Central 
bodies or State Federations until such 
time as they become chartered under 
the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 24—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of Milwaukee, employing thousands of 
craftsmen of the metal trades, have in 
the past year reduced wages and at this 
time, while so many are unemployed, are 
endeavoring, and have started in some 
shops the system of piece or task work, 
and the members of the various metal 
trades organizations are doing all in 
their power to defend and sustain their 
constitutions from the wanton attacks 
of corporate power, which seeks to take 
advantage of this panic and fasten upon 
its employes a slavish condition of servi- 
tude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the In- 
ternational Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America having been engaged in a bitter 
strike in this city for over two years, 
we feel that the conditions of the metal 
trades in Milwaukee must be looked 
after sharply; and ° 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we view it with serious 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
nize in it an insidious attack on organized 


labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee 
Metal Trades Council of the Metal 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor, request the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 


the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct the President of that body to 
send an organizer of some metal trades 
craft to Milwaukee in the spring of 1909, 
for a period of not less than four 
months. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
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Resolution No. 2%—By Delegate Charles 
H. Leps, of the Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers: 


WHEREAS, It has been announced 
that the Operative Plasterers’ Associa- 
tion has applied for a charter from the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the _ Tile 
Layers and Helpers International Union 
have knowledge that in various parts of 
the country attempts have been made by 
locals of the Operative Plasterers’ Inter- 
national Association to prevent tile 
layers from preparing for their tile 
work, and in some cases going so far 
as to. attempt to prevent them using 
hawk and flat trowel; and 

WHEREAS, To our knowledge no 


definite jurisdiction claim has accom- 
panied the application of the Operative 
lasterers’ Association, as called for in 


Article IX, Section 11; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Tile 
Layers and Helpers International Union 
have not had an opportunity to investi- 
gate the jurisdiction claims of the ap- 
plicant union in order to ascertain 
whether or not they can consistently 
give the written consent of their inter- 
national union as called for in Article 
IX, Section 11; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the application of 
the Operative Plasterers’ Internationa] 
Association for a charter be referred to 
the Executive Council, so that the case 
can be thoroughly investigated and the 
charter issued in accordance with the 
law and to the satisfaction of the parties 
in interest. 


Referred to Special 
Plasterers. 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegates James 
O’Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists: 


WHEREAS, Upon the 16th day of 
March, 1908, the Denver and Rio Grande 
Company abrogated their contracts and 
agreements with their mechanics, in- 
cluding the entire shop force, thereby 
precipitating one of the most bitterly 
contested labor wars that has been 
fought in recent years; taking advantage 
of the industrial panic in an attempt to 
try to Increase the hours of labor, to re- 
duce the pay and deprive us of other 
conditions, which, as mechanics and 
faboring men, we are entitled to. And 
in place of our former agreements, they 
desire to put into effect a set of shop 
rules that would make employment in 
the shops a life burden. With one 
blow of the iron hand of corporate greed 
this mighty railroad corporation desired 
to check the progressive labor movement 
and set at naught all that we had 
gained by patience and perseverance in 
years, of sacrifices, struggles and strife; 


and 

WHEREAS, The Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad Company has seen fit 
to import strike-breakers by the thou- 
sands, consisting of thieves, thugs, as- 
sassins and bum mechanics, that their 


Committee on 
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agents are thering from the slums of 
the large cities of the United States, 
which they hope to use to beat down 
their old, true, tried and faithful em- 
ployes who have served them long and 
well, and have done their part to ad- 
vance the Denver and Rio Grande Rail- 
road from a mere trail through the 
mountains to the great scenic railroad of 
the world that it Is to-day; and 
WHEREAS, They have hired large 
numbers of armed guards, some of them 
noted as notorious gun-men of the West, 
for the purpose of giving so-called pro- 
tectionto their armiesof strike-breakers; 
but, as we belleve, for the purpose of 
seeking to Intimidate the striking shop- 
men who are peaceable and honorable 
citizens of the states of Colorado and 
‘Utah, and that we believe some of those 
notorious men-killers have burned our 
tents and destroyed our signs under 
cover of the darkness of the night, 
thereby breaking the laws of the state 
of Colorado, but if such crimes were 
committed against the property of the 
railroad company attempts would be 
made by them to secure injunctions 
against us; and 
,HEREAS, The sald strikin shop- 
men did do all in their power that hon- 
orable men could do to avert trouble, 
going so far as to offer to submit any 
or all questions involved in the contro- 
versy to arbitration, which was denied 
them by the company; the committee 
being met with the cold ultimatum that 
there was nothing to arbitrate, and that 
the men must work under the rules laid 
down by the company or not atall. And 
they are now boasting that it is only 
a question of a short time until the 
strikers wil) be starved into submission; 


and 

WHEREAS, We realize that an in- 
jury to one is the concern of all, and 
if the Denver and Rio Grande Company 
should succeed in crushing their old 
employes it would only be a question of 
time until many other corporations 
adopted the same tactics. And we 
know that the result of this strike will 
have a great bearing on the future of 
thousands of our brother members of 
the Metal Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor, and feel 
confident from knowledge we have 
gained that the Denver and Rio Grande 
strikers are putting up a noble and win- 
ning fight, doing thelr part as loyal 
trade unionists should do to uphold the 
honor and dignity of honest labor, try- 
ing to make through their efforts life a 
little bit brighter, burdens a Iitle less 
hard to bear: trying to raise the stand- 
ard of manhcod, the Ideals of woman- 
hood and the conditions of childhood, 
for themselves, their fellow craftsmen, 
their wives and families in this country; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we go on record in 
this, the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, as extending our moral and 
financial assistance to these brave men 
and boys, to the end that the wives, 
children and other members of their 
families may not suffer or go hun 
while the test is being made whether 
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liberty or slavery shall endure; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to donate immediately, 
and ag liberally as their funds will per- 
mit, that these noble tollers may re- 
ceive the support and encouragement 
that their just cause deserves, 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 27—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, The stability and progress 
of every labor organization can only be 
made secure and effective by joint action 
based upon solidarity; and 

WHEREAS, Labor organizations are 
strengthened and advanced by such co- 
operation: and 

WHEREAS, The Walters’ craft is one 
of those which can be placed upon a 
plane above all others if every branch 
connected proceeds ın solid phalanx; and 

WHEREAS, It bein a fact that 
Walters’ Union, Local No. 6, Branch B, 
ever since it was organized in 188 under 
the name of the Amalgamated Waiters’ 
Union No. 11, has done everything in its 

wer to establish strict union condi- 

fons in restaurants, halls and parks, 
but could not accomplish very great re- 
sults, because the necessary assistance 
was refused by the largest, strongest 
and mightlest union in our calling, the 
American Federation of Musicians No. 310 
of New York, their co-operation bei 
requested and urged for many years; an 

HEREAS, It is an indisputable fact 
that if these Musicians had supported 
the Waiters at New York not one non- 
union hall or park would exist, but all 
would be strictly union: and 

WHEREAS, Great results would obtain 
by the co-operation of the Musicians with 
the Waiters: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Denver, Colo., urge 
the American Federation of Musicians 
No. 310 to act jointly with the Walters’ 
Local Union No. 6, Branch B, by only 
furnishing music to strictly unton places 
and refusing to play In non-union places 
until union conditions prevaifl. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No, 28—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, A charter has been issued 
by the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Bronx Labor 
Counctl, New York City, N. Y.; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vicinity 
entered a protest against the granti 
of said charter to the Twenty-Seven 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Norfolk, Va.; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, To request information at 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor at 
Denver, Colo., as to why such charter 
was granted without due notice being 
given to the protesting body. 
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Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegates James 
A. Cable and Thomas McManus, of the 
Coopers’ International Union of North 
America: 


WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the loyal 
support which is given to the Coopers’ 
label by some affiliated organizations, it 
is nevertheless still lacking in prestige 
to accomplish the fullest measure of re- 
sults: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, reaffirms its endorsement of the 
Coopers’ Union label and calls upon all 
unions and members of unions every- 
where to assist In creating a better de- 
mand for same. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Eugene 
Merz, of the Pittsburg Central Labor 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
clation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers of Pittsburg, 
Local No. 218, is and has been the duly 
recognized local of Steam Fitters and 
Helpers in the city of Pittsburg; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers are affliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
through a charter which grants to them 
the jurisdiction over steam fitters and 
helpers; and 

WHEREAS, The United Association 
Plumbers’ Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement in the city of Pittsburg by 
endeavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers’ Local 
No. 27, in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the actions of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and elpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 
Labor, and that the Convention so order. 

Referred to Building Trades Com- 


mittee. 


Resolution No. 81—By Delegate Chris 
A. Kerker, of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union represents bread made 
under fair and sanitary conditions, hon- 
est wages and by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ is the only 
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proof of same, as it distinguishes Union 
from Non-Union and Trust-made bread; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, Colo., endorse the label 
of Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affilated union be and is hereby 
requested to demand the Union Label on 
all bread he or she may purchase, 
thereby showing his or her loyalty to 
the cause of Unionism in a substantial 
manner. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 32-By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 


ery Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union of Am- 
erica has been engaged in a severe con- 
test with The National Biscuit Company, 
commonly known as ‘‘Uneeda,’ and The 
American Baking Company, commonly 
known as Heydt, Condon, St. Louis, 
Freund, Wells-Bottler, Hauck-Hoerr and 
Home Bakeries of St. Louis, Mo.; and 

WHEREAS, The said trusts control a 
large portion of the bakery industry, thus 
making it difficult for the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union to successfully push a boycott 
against each individual brand made by 
the trusts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its officers and 
organizers give special aid and assistance 
to the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union in pushing a boycott 
against each individual brand made by 
both The American Baking Company and 
National Biscult Company, commonly 
known as ‘“‘Uneeda Biscuit;’’ and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, The American Federation 
of Labor request all affiliated State Fed- 
erations, Central Bodies and local Unions 
affiliated by their International or Na- 
tional or Federal Unions, to assist the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ Inter- 
national Union by vigorously pushing a 
boycott of trust bread sold in their local- 

es, 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 33—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The fight against the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by the 
Annual Convention of The American Fed- 
eration of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Com- 
pany still refuses to make a settlement 
with our International Union of America; 


an 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-Seventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor did recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor make an effort to bring about an 
adjustment of the long standing contro- 
versy, and if not successful. that a vigor- 
ous campaign be inaugurated to make 
their declaration of unfairness effective; 
therefore, be it 


N 


144 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reaffirm and place on the 
unfair list the McKinney rm of 
Louis, Mo., and try its utmost to make a 
settlement satisfactory to the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union of America. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 34—By Delegate James 
McKenzie, of the International Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The International Broom 
and Whisk Makers’ Union Is seriously 
menaced by reason of the fact that the 
varioug penal institutions are engaged in 
the broom making industry, thereby enter- 
ing into direct competition with free labor 
to the detriment of the latter; and 

WHEREAS, But a small portion of the 
Broom Makers are organized, because of 
the reasons above enumerated; and 

WHEREAS, The Broom and Whisk 
Makers’ International Union Is unable, by 
reason of its smal] membership, to remedy 
these deplorable conditions, and they de- 
sire assistance from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
ell of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby instructed to detail an organizer 
to assist in upbullding the Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ International Union, and 
co-operate with the officers of that organ- 

on. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 8—By Delegate Alex 
Fairgrieve, of the Montana State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The American labor move- 
ment, as recognized by its afflliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, or- 
ganizes the various International, Local 
and Federated Trades Unions, State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies duly 
chartered, and all recognizing the sol- 
idarity of the labor movement and im- 
bued with the principles of mutual pro- 
tection: and 

WHEREAS, Governments hold and 
maintain the respect of all people where- 
in just laws are enacted and enforced 
for their government. A nation or state 
whose laws are indefinite or inadequate 
to the purpose for which they were in- 
tended never attain that efficiency neces- 
sary to giving protection to thelr adher- 
ents; an 

WHEREAS, The State Federations and 
Central Councils form integral s of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
are important auxiliaries to the Inter- 
national and National Trades Unions in 
dissemination of thoughts inciting a de- 
sire in the minds of the unorganized in 
their respective vicinities to become united 
with the great labor movement: and 

WHEREAS, At present the State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies are to 
& great extent retarded in their efforts 
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to advance the interests of organised 
labor by the refusal of some local unions 
to affiliate with the state and city organ- 
izations, and also by their withdrawal, 
on the least provocation, from the State 
Federations and City Central bodies, thus 
weakening the labor movement and aid- 
ing its enemies in consequence thereof; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that Article XI, Sec- 
tion 2, of the Constitution, be amended 
to read as follows: 

“Section 2. It shall be the duty of the 
executive officers of all National and In- 
ternational Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to, within 
ninety days after the organization of a 
local unton, notify such union that it 
must affiliate with the State Federation 
and City Central body, chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
localitv in which such local union is 
organized. The officers of the American 
Federation of Labor must, within the 
time specified In this section, cause all 
directly chartered trade and federal 
unions to affiliate with state and city 
central bodies in their localities chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor. 
It shall be the duty of all unions now 
organized to at once affillate with said 
state and city central bodies.’’ 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. %—By Delegate James 
W. Wall, of Federal Labor Union No. 
11,002: 


WHEREAS, Thousands of dollars have 
been spent by the trades union move- 
ment of America in advertising union- 
made products, as well as the various 
union labels. so as to educate the work- 
ers and our friends; also to constantly 
call the attention of the public tn the 
fact that goods so labeled are made 
under fair conditions as well as in 
healthy and sanitary workshops; and 

WHEREAS, Many attempts are being 
made to deceive the public into buying 
alleged union-made goods; and 

WHEREAS, There is now, and has 
been on the market for some time, a 
tobacco known and advertised as Union 
Leader, which is an infringement upon 
a Union tobacco known as Central 
Union, bearing the label of the Tobacco 
Workers’ International Union; therefore, 


de it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
erat.on of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled. hereby endorse and recommend that 
union men and friends purchase the 
brand known as Central Union, bearing 
the Tobacco Workers’ union label. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


At 6 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 10 a. m., Fri- 
day, November 12. 





FOURTH DAY—Friday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Friday, November 13th, President 
Gompers In the chair. 


Delegate Coombe, for the Committee on 
Credentials, presented the following sup- 
plementary report: 

“Your Credential Committee recom- 
meads the seating of Arthur Kahn as 
delegate from the International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers, with 4 votes.” 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Smith, for the Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, reported 
that the committee recommended the 
adoption of the following additional rule: 
“That no negative motion ot negative 
substitute shall be entertained.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee he 
concurred fn. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Barnes and President Gompers. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was los 

Delegate Tazelaar moved the adoption 
of the report of the Committee on Rules 
as a whole, as amended. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Barnes—I move as an amend- 
ment that in the matter of accepting 
amendments to of substitutes for tesolu- 
tions of committee reports, they be re- 
celved and acted on in the manner pre- 
sented. (Beconded.) 

President Gompers—That is hardly an 
amendment to the motion offered by 
Defegate Tazelaar. 





Delegate Tazelaar withdrew the mo- 
tion to adopt the repert of the committee 
as a whole. 

Delegate Barnes—My purpose is to pre- 
vent a misunderstanding or confilet in 
regard to negative motions. Thetefore, 
I move that amendments or substitutes 
of a negative nature offered to resolu- 
tions or reports of committees be re- 
ceived and acted on in the order pre- 
sented, (Beconded.) 

‘Vice-President Duncan stated that the 
question was covered by ordinary parlia- 
mentary procedure. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Barnes, President Gompers, Delegate 
Ramsey and Vice-President Duncan. 

Delegate Barnes withdrew the amend- 
ment previously offered, and moved the 
adoption of the following rule: “That 
the reports of committees shall be sub- 
ject to amendments and substitutes 
from the floor of the Convention, th 
same as other motions and resolutions.” 
(Beconded.) 

‘The amendment was seeonded by Dele- 
gate Rameay. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Ramsay, Treasurer Lennon, Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell. 

Delegate Starke moved that the entire 
matter be leid upon the table. (Seconded, 
but net carried.) 

‘The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Tazelaar, Delegate Lewis and 
Delegate Mahon. 

‘The amendment to the report of the 
committee offered by Delegate Barnes 
was carried by a vote of 138 to 7. 

On motion of Delegate Tazelaar, the 
report of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read 
ing telegram: 





the follow- 
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Detroit, Mich., Nov. 10, 1908. 


Frank Morrison, American Federation 
of Labor Convention, Denver, Colo. 


Heartiest congratulations, fraternal 
tin and best wishes for a success- 


ul gathering. 
I. HASKINS, 
Auditor United Garment Workers’ 
of America. 


Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from Mayor William B. Thompson, 
Detroit, and Milton Carmichael, Man- 
ager of the Detroit Convention and 
Tourist Bureau, inviting the American 
Federation of Labor to hold the Con- 
vention of 1909 in the city of Detroit. 

A communication from Mr. John Rich- 
ert, Corresponding Secretary of the Fed- 
erated Trades Council of Milwaukee, 
was also read, in which the Convention 
was invited to meet in Milwaukee in 
1909. 

Invitations were also read from Ed- 
ward Devoy, President of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, St. Louls, W. F. 
Sanders, Secretary and General Man- 
ager of the St. Louis Business Men’s 


League, and Charles F. Wenneker, 
President of the Million Population 
Club, St. Louis, asking that the next 


Convention be held in that city. 


A similar invitation was received from 
Lansing, Mich. 


_ Secretary Morrison stated that he had 
been requested to read the following 
announcements: 

Charles Stelzle, fraternal delegate to 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
Secretary of the Department of Church 
and Labor, of the Presbyterian church, 
will deliver an address at the Central 
Presbyterian church, Seventeenth and 
Sherman streets, Sunday morning, at 
10:15 sharp, under the auspices of Dr. 
Coyle's Bible Class. All men are cor- 
dially invited. 

Sunday evening, at 7:3, John B. Len- 
non, Treasurer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. will deliver an address at 
the Central Presbyterian church, Seven- 
teenth and Sherman streets, on ‘‘Church 
and Labor.’ Seats will be reserved for 
members of this Convention, who are 
especially invited to be present. 

communication from the Knights of 
Co umbus, Denver Council No. 539, was 
read by the Secretary. The delegates 
were cordially invived (i "nttitia- & eet - 
rapes cad! Coane Ie. erraiugpiat 
149 Champa street. "murTzulst) al 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Owing to lack of time in which to 
prepare a complete transcript of the 
speeches delivered on Thursday, the fol- 
lowing was omitted from the printed 
minutes of the third day’s proceedings: 

Delegate Lewis—There is a matter I 
would like to bring to the attention of 
the Convenion. We have heard a great 
many good things to-day, but I think 
we should complete the session by hear- 
ing something else good. We all went 
to Colorado Springs yesterday. We en- 
joyed the hospitality of the Union 
Printers’ Home, but many of us, on ac- 
count of the weather, did not get to 
hear some of the things we expected to 
hear in regard to that splendid Institü- 
tion maintained by the printers. If it is 
in order at this time, I would move that 
we invite Presdent Lynch, of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, to tell us 
something of the institution we saw yes- 
terday—the Union Printers’ Home at 
Colorado Springs. 


Delegate Lynch, President of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union—Mr. 
President and Fellow Delegates: I will 
promise to be brief. We regret very 
much that the weather yesterday pre- 
vented the carrying out of the program 
we had arranged for. We expected to 
show you something of Colorado Springs, 
then to take you to the Union Printers’ 
Home and serve dinner under a large 
tent. After that we expected to explain 
to you something of the workings of the 
Home. The weather spoiled all that. 
I want to correct an impressionthat may 
have gotten out yesterday, because we 
had to serve the dinner in the dining 
room in sections, that we serve the in- 
mates that way and that they stand up. 
They are served as they would be at any 
good hotel. The food Is good and whole- 
some. We aim to make everything as 
homelike as possible. 


Briefly I will tell you something about 
the institution. We met with difficul- 
ties; some of them threatened the very 
existence of the Home. During our 
Convention in 1887 the delegate from the 
Philadelphia union presented to the In- 
ternational Typographical Union a 
check for $10.000, $5,000 given by George 
W. Childs and $%,000 given by A. J. 
Drexel. The money was given abso- 
lutely without stipulation as to its use. 
The gift was accepted, and then began 
the usual schemes to spend the money. 
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I presume our membership spent twenty 
thousand dollars’ worth of time trying 
to find a way to spend that $10,000. Fi- 
nally they decided on a home for aged 
and indigent members. After consider- 
ing various sites we finally accepted a 
proffer of eighty acres of land at Colo- 
rado Springs, given by the city. The 
printer, with his usual business fore- 
sight, accepted the eighty acres on the 
top of a hill without any water in sight 
anywhere. But we started in to raise 
money to build the Home. We had this 
$10,000, and on a certain birthday of Mr. 
Childs the printers on one side of the 
Misaissipp! contributed the price of one 
thousand ems. Then on a certain birth- 
addy of Mr. Drexel the printers on the 
other side of the Mississippi contributed 
the price of one thousand ems. 


When that mammoth building was 
erected on the top of that hill there 
was no trace of a shrub there. A tax 
of five cents a month had been levied 
for the support of the Home. With that 
we improved the bullding and grounds 
as best we could. Finally we reached 
a point where the inadequacy of the reve- 
nue threatened the continuance of the 
Home. A proposition submitted for an 
increase in the per capita tax for the 
support of the Home from five to ten 
cents narrowly escaped defeat. It car- 
ried, however, and we went along until 
we held a Convention at Colorado Springs 
in 1896, when the Convention provided 
for further donations from the member- 
ship under which the hospital annex was 
erected at a cost of about thirty thou- 
sand dollars. That was made necessary 
by the increasing number of tuberculosis 
patients that were coming to the Home. 
It was necessary to isolate these mem- 
bers from the aged and infirm members 
who were cared for in the main building. 


Then we beautified the grounds and 
erected a cottage for the superintendent. 
Previous to that time he was domiciled 
in the large building. We have had sev- 
eral investigations of the management, 
and, to the credit of the institution, 
it has always come out clear. At one 
time the people who were sent there 
by the unions formed a chapel and 
tried to discharge the superintendent. 
Other things of that nature have arisen, 
making the Home for a time a constant 
source of trouble and almost threatening 
to divide the organization. But we have 
conquered all that. 
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I told you of the ten thousand dollars 
donated by Mr. Drexel and Mr. Childs. 
They contributed ten thousand dollars 
and we contributed about five hundred 
thousand in order to make the Home what 
it should be, and then again, with the 
usual] business foresight of the printer, 
called it the ‘“‘Childs-Drexel] Home for 
Union Printers.’’ A young lady was at the 
Home at one time before we had the 
main gateway you saw yesterday. She 
drove up and one of the inmates who 
was sunning himself on the grounds 
opened the gate for her. He did not open 
it quickly enough to suit her, and she 
complained to the superintendent of his 
action. He promised to right the mat- 
ter. Then on being shown over the 
building she asked to see the dining 
room. The superintendent said she could 
not see it then because the residents were 
at dinner. She Insisted on seeing it. The 
superintendent politely, but firmly, re- 
fused to allow her to do so. Finally she 
said she would go back and report his 
conduct to her uncle, Mr. A. J. Drexel! 
After a few experiences of that sort we 
concluded to drop the name “Childs- 
Drexel Home” and substitute therefor the 
Union Printers’ Home. It is a home 
for union printers, not for all printers. 
I ask that when you refer to the Home 
you do so not as the Printers’ Home, 
but by its full title, the Union- Printers’ 
Home. It Is for members of the organ- 
ization who have belonged to it for five 
years and are incapacitated by reason of 
injury, sickness or age. We find that the 
unfair employers in our trade do not 
provide homes for the incapacitated ‘‘free 
and independent” non-union workers. 


This institution has been successfully 
managed by trade unionists. No per- 
sons are eligible to membership on its 
board of trustees but members of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union. Every 
dollar of the seven or eight hundred 
thousand contributed for its support, ex- 
cept the ten thousand dollars I spoke 
of and one thousand dollars of which 
we can only use the interest, has been 
contributed by the members of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union. At our 
Colorado Springs Convention, notwith- 
standing the fact that we had a ten 
per cent. assessment for another pur- 
pose, we raised the tax for the Home to 
fifteen cents per capita per month. 

I do not know whether this is the best 
form beneficence could take. It is a ques- 
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tion from one side, but not from the 
other, and that ts its advertising value. 
I have no doubt its advertising value to 
the International Typographical Union 
was a great factor in holding cur mem- 
bers together tn witming the eight-hour 
day. I believe we can not estirhate in 
dollars and cents the value of one life 
we have saved in the tuberculosis sarii- 
tarium. We have restored to the craft 
numbers of our members who have come 
there afflicted with tuberculosis in the 
second and third stages. We can not, un- 
fortunately, persuade all of those amioted 
to come when im the first stage. As 
a result about fifty per cent. of the 
number we get are in the last part of 
the second stage or in the third, And all 
we can do is to endeavor to prolong theit 
lives. The machinery installed in our 
trade is to blame for some of the cases. 
We now advise our membership, owing 
to the experience we have had and the 
cases that have come before us, that 
while they may be conservative in pre- 
senting wage scales and demands fof re- 
duction of hours, to be absolutely radical 
in demanding sanitary conditions in the 
workshop. 

Members are admitted on indersement 
by local unions, who pay all expenses of 
the applicant to the Home. Everything 
else is furnished by the Home-—food, 
clothing, medical attendance, etc. <A 
corps of trained nurses has charge of 
the hospital under supervision of the 
Home's physician. 

I do not know that I can add any- 
thing to what I have said. The city of 
Colorado Springs presented ws with 
eighty acres of land, then comparatively 
worthless, but now land along the front- 
age line Is valued by real estate men at 
one thousand dollars an acre, but can 
not be purchased even at that pfice, and 
I presume our land could not be bought 
now for two hundred thousand dollars, 
as it has been greatly imptoved. We 
hold the value of the entire institution, 
butidings, stock and land at one million 
doliars. The Home has survived all its 
troubles, and the miembership have now 
cempiete confidence in the institution 
and the Board of Trustees. From tow 
on, ad far as the management goés, as 
the Home conduct gees and as its bere- 
fits are concerned, it will be a 4isinet 
suceess. 

We prepared yesterday five husérai 
pictures and five hundred sets of postal 
cards for the members and visitors. We 
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did not guard them very carefully, s6 
some of the people who attended secured 
& plentiful supply, and others did not se- 
eure any. If there are any here to-day 
who desire pictures or postcards, If they 
will leave their cards with me I will see 
that they are sent to their addresses. I 
will be pleased to anawer any questions 
in regard to the Home thet may be 
asked at any time. , 

Vice-President Duncan—I move that 
after the anouncements have been made 
the Convention adjourn to meet at nine 
o’clock to-morrow morning, the commit- 
tees to act to-day, and as this is the 
last day the delegates will have to in- 
troduce resolutions without the unanimous 
consent of the Convention, that the Secre- 
tary receive such resolutions until five 
o'clock this afternoon. (Seconded and 
carried.) 

President Gompers antiounced the fol- 
lowing changes in the membership of 
committees: Joseph Gibbons, substituted 
for Robert 8. Maloney, who is not 
in attendance on the Convention, on 
the Committee on Education, and J. B. 
Kuhn, substituted for Frederick Shane 
on the same committee. 

President Gompers atnmnounesd that he 
would appoint members of the Comumittde 
on Federated Trades Bodies to fill te 
places of Delegate Longstreet, of the 
United Brotherhood of Teamsters, and 
Delegate W. B. Wilson, of the United 
Mine Workers, who were not in atténd- 
ance on the Convention. 

Delegate Smith announced that the 
Central Labor Union of Washington, D. 
C., would later in the Convention ask that 
the next Convention be held in that elty. 

A similar statement was made in re- 
gard to Toronto, Canada, by a Canadian 
delegate. 

At the close of the session the follow- 
ing resolutions were introduced and re- 
ferred by President Gompers to the 
proper committees: 

Resolution No. 37—By Delegates Jo 
Evans and J. F. McHugh, of thé Jour- 
neymen Stone Cutters Association of 
North Ameriea: 


organisation.” of There is at present a dual 
on ters 
msely es “The rhe, National Stone Cutters: 


themeeives 
WHERBÄB, "This association is is formed 
ely of seceders from the parent body, 
he Journeymen tone Cutters’ Associs- 
tion of ‘merica.’’ and 
is dual © 
erned 


is gov 
the Employers’ Association, 
as a menace and & means o 
to organised labor, sending 
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Referred to Committee on Orgeniza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 8-By the Cigarmakers’ 
Delegation: 


WHEREAS, ie Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Mon Toe Ariens 


through a 
want of necessity, to protect the in- 
terests of the cigarmakers, created en 
emblem known as the Blue Label, to be 
placed on each box of cigars, there 
guaranteeing the consumer that the cf- 
gars contained therein are manufactured 
Ender, sanitary condjtions and by com- 
petent workmen: 

‘WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Cigarmakers‘ International Union of 
America Fepresents the rht-hour work 
day and fair paid labor, thereby making 
the pronounced distinction between 
colle, trust, tenement house and child 
labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
Died at Denver, Colo., re-endorse the 
Blue Labei of the Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. %—By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen's 


Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The merchant seamen 
under our flag are still suffering under 
“involuntary Bervitude”—being compelled 
in a foreign port in the foreign trade, to 
continue to labor against their will on 
bain ‚of imprisonment; and 

WHEREAS, Hon. Mr. Spight, of Mis- 
sissippl, during the last session of the 
present Congress introduced H. R. 14655 to 
amend the laws relating to American 
seamen, etc., that seeks to remove this 
injustice as well as to remedy many 
other wrongs hoary with age under 
which seamen suffer. and thus opening 
up a possibility of the native American 
boy seeking the sea; therefore, be it 

ESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we endorse this bill and urge its 
adoption; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 

nt to Mr. Spight, to the Committee on 

lerchant Marine ‘and Fisheries of the 
House, ang the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate. 
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Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No, 4-By Delegate Chas. 
E. Jeske, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 
ton of Labor: 

WHEREAS, A resolution was intro- 
duced at the Norfolk Convention asking 
for an organizer for Southern Wisconsin, 
and referred to the Executive Councti 
for action, and since no organizer has 
been sent to this day; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to send an organizer to 
Wisconsin in compliance with Resolu- 
tion No. 4 of the Norfolk Convention. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Edward 
Stack, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Great Britain has enacted 


that no rson shall be signed on an} 
vessel as an able seaman unless he shall 








have served at least three years at sea 
on deck, and no person, uı he be 
& subject of the Empire, shall be signed 


On any vessel unless he shall have suM- 
clent knowledge of the English language 
to understand orders given on board: al 
‘WHEREAS, These laws have exclud 
& large number of inefficient men from 
English vessels, which men are now 
crowding into American vessels; there- 


fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor ‘assembled, that we protest 
against the still further deterioration of 
the personnel in our Merchant Marine and 
demand that jaws similar to the English 
in this regard ‚be enacted by our Con- 
gress; be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be submitted to the Committee on 

lerchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, to the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate, and to the Commission on 
Laws, Relating to the Safety of Life 
at Bea, 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 42-By Delegate A. 
Kahn, of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers of the United 
States and Canada has exerted Its best 
efforts to organize this industry; and 

WHEREAS, We succeeded in organiz- 
ing three new local unions in New York 





City: and 
WHEREAS, We have been severely 
hampered and injured by the Industrial 





‘Workers of the World, who forced us 
to appeal to the law and employ counsel; 


and 

WHEREAS, Our treasury has become 
completely depleted and we now have an 
opportunity to have our label agreement 

igned by some sixty-two shops, adding 
about 2000 new members to our Inter- 
national Union: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at Denver, Colo., in- 
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struct the proper officer to issue a loan 
of five hundred ($600.00) dollars to our 
International Union, to be repaid in Feb- 
ruary or April, 1909. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 48—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, of the California State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are in this country 
some three millions of agricultural work- 
ers and laborers, who seek work wherever 
it can be found, having no homes, chiefly 
because their earnings are such as to 
prevent them from assuming family re- 
sponsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, These men need organiza- 
tion as much as any men now in our 
country; and 

WHEREAS, It Is to the highest inter- 
est of our movement that these men 
should be acquainted with our movement 
that they may learn to love it; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of their condi- 
tion they can do but little for themselves, 
especially in the beginning; therefore, be 


it 

RESOLVED. That the Committee on 
Organisation be instructed to go care- 
fully Into the form of organization that 
might be useful to agricultural workers 
with a view of the American Federation 
of Labor putting forth all the force avail- 
able to help organization amongst these 
men. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 44-By Delegate Frank 
Detlef, of the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America: 

RESOLVED, That jurisdiction over 
the Machine and Spindle Wood Carvers 
is hereby given by the delegates assem- 
bled in the Twenty-Elghth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, to the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. @—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council: 

Amend Section 2 of Article II to read: 
The establishment of national and inter- 
national trade unions, recognising the 
autonomy of each trade based upon a 
close federation of all trades industrially 
and the promotion and advancement ot 
such es. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 4#—By the Delegates 
from the International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, The law enacted by the last 
sesion of Congress, delegating tothe in- 
tion service the power to determine 

e number of officers and men to be em- 


loyed on steam vesse nger and 
2 ht; such law ae no stand- 


ards of either skill, language or num- 
bere by which such inspectors are to be 
gu ‚an 

WHEREAS, 


worked grea als tet and confusion 
t 
and has reduced the crews both in skill 
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and in numbers, such belng done upon 
recommendation of ship owners, thereby 
endangering e and property at sea 
and increasing the hardships of sailors 
and firemen who were alread too 
severely burdened; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, that we con- 
demn this law as dangerous to human 
life, and demand that it be amended so 
as to provide a proper standard of skill 
and a sufficient knowledge of the En- 
glish language to understand and obey 
orders given on shipboard, and a sufli- 
cient number to furnish each lifeboat on 
vessels carrying passengers with two 
skilled sailors to manage such boat in 
case of danger; and be it further 

OLV » That a copy of these 

resolutions be submited to the Com- 
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisher- 
fes of the House, to the Committee on 
Commerce of the Senate, and the Com- 
mission on Revision of Laws Relating to 
the Safety of Life at Sea. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 47—By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Wm. D. Huber, Wm. Sexton, J. 
P. O'Reilly, Thos. Flynn, 8. Botterill 
and M. J. O’Brien, of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of Ameri- 
ca: 


WHEREAS, An agreement was entered 
into between the representatives of the 
Amal ated Wood Workers’ Interna- 
tio Union of America and the repre- 
sentatives of the United Brotherh of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America at 
the Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, held 
at Minneapolis, Minn., in 1906, distinctly 
stipulating that complete amalgamation 
shall take place within two years from 
November 1, 1906, and that any evasion or 
violation of said agreement by either or- 
ganization shall merit immediate revoca- 
tion of the charter of the organization 
so viola ; and 

WHER » The agreement was con- 
curred in by said American Federation of 
Labor Convention, with but one dissent- 


Ing vote; and 
EREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America en- 
dorsed said agreement by referendum 
vote, as recommended by its Executive 
Officers; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ International Union did not en- 
dorse the plan of amal ation, as tneir 
Executive Officers did not recommend 
same, but, on the contrary, advocated 
distinct and separate o izations (see 
page 270, Proceedings of the Norfolk - 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor to bear this out); and 

WHEREAS, The stipulated two years’ 
time havi now within which 
amal ation should have taken place; 
th ore, be i 

LVED, That 

Council of the American 

bor be instructed to forthwith 
eamble of said ent 
revoke the charter of the 
Wood 


mal ted 
Workers’ International Union of 
erica. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 
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Resolution No. 48—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation of 
Labor (presented by request): 


The purpose of this communication is to 
bring to your attention a matter which 
is of vi importance to a great number 
of tollers who are now partially organ- 
ized, and who, if proper recognition was 
secured to them, would augment 
numbers three-fold in a short space of 


e. 

The Longshoremen on the Pacific Coast 
were at one time afflliated with an organ- 
ization chartered from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor as the International 
Longshoremen’s Association, with head- 
quarters at Detroit, Michigan. 

The organization under this name grew, 
both upon the shores of the Great Lakes, 
Pacific Coast and elsewhere. Some years 
after the formation of said International | 
Longshoremen’s Association, on account 
of its organizers on the Lakes being able 
to organize and control branches of in- 
dustry not in any way connected with 
Longshore work, its officers saw fit to 
extend the name, and, as a consequence, 
its scope of jurisdiction. The name 
adopted is known as ‘‘The International 
Longshore Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association.” 

It will perhaps be no news to your 
Convention to tell you that the exten- 
sion to the name was made without the 
consultation of the officers or body of the 
American Federation of Labor, and the 
further fact that the organization named 
is not now recognized the American 
Federation of Labor as the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, But is officially recog- 
nized by its former name, the ‘Inter- 
national Lo horemen’s Association.’ 

While, on the Lakes, the organization 
with its extended name was able to con- 
trol its extension of risdiction to a 
great extent, not so on the Pacific Coast. 

uch difficulty was experienced in the 
extension of organization and control of 
work to conform to the new name. Juris- 
dictional strife arose between the Inter- 
national Longshore, Marine and Trans- 
port Workers’ Association locals and 
another organization closely allied with 
them, and, as a consequence of the con- 
tinual controversy relative to the ex- 
tended jurisdiction of the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, the locals on the Pacific 
Coast were compelled to relinquish their 
charters in order that they might have 
some semblance of organization. Let it 
be understood that the Longshoremen of 
the Pacific did not withdraw from their 
international in a spirit of secession or 
rebellion, but on account of circum- 
stances over which they had no control 
they were forced to cease their afflliation 
with the International Longshore, Ma- 
rine and Transport Workers’ Association. 

The Longshoremen have never been, 
and are not now, antagonistic to the 
principles of the American Federation of 

bor, and it has always been their de- 
sire to be in afflliation with the great 
labor movement of this continent. 

As a matter of fact, some of the locals 
on the Coast retained their charters from 
the International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ ciation until a 
short time ago, in the hope of some re- 
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lief. But after the rejection of the award 
of President Gompers (of which 
familiar) the remaining locals—those of 
the Columbia River—ceased their affilia- 
tion. After being compelled to cease 
affiliation in the various ports, for most 
part the locals remained for some time 
istinc independent locais, forming 
federations as time went on with nearby 
locals. A kind of water front central 
body, as it were, assuming various names. 

In August of this year a call was sent 
out to the various locals and branches 
by two Federations of different localities 
for a meeting of elected delegates of the 
various locals on the Coast, with the ob- 
ject in view of forming a combined or- 
ganization under one federation. The con- 
vention was called for Monday, September 
21, 1908. and did convene at that time, and 
formed what now known as The 
Longshoremen’s Union of The Pacific, 
having now affiliated thirty-five hundred 
members. And if affiliation could be had 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
the number of members in affiliation could 
be made to easily reach ten thousand in 
a short time. his brief story is pre- 
sented to your Convention for the pur- 


pose of bringing your attention to the 
condition of this craft in the locality 
named. 


We want you to realize that we are 
not seceders or rebels. 

We want to impress upon the dele- 
gates assembled that we earnestly ask 
for affiliation. 

We desire to impress upon you the im- 
possibility of maintaining our organiza- 
tions under affiliations with the Interna- 
tional Lo hore, Marine and Transport 
Workers’ sociation for reasons already 
set forth, and known to most of the rep- 
resentatives present. 

Now, In conclusion, we ask your Con- 
vention to consider this communication 
as an application for affliation in some 
way with the American Federation of La- 
bor, and appeal to your good judgment 
to consider our honest appeal, asking you 
to allow discussion of e merits upon 
the floor of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted. 
« WILLIAMS, 


President, Longshoremen of the Pacific. 
Referred to Committes on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. @-By the International 
Typographical Union Delegation, the In- 
ternational Printing Pressmem and As- 
sistants Union Delegation, and the 
Brotherhood of Bookbindeeg, Delggation: 


WHEREAS, A contest of upesual di- 
mensions and extreme bitterness has been 
in progress for some years in the city 
of Akron. Ohio, one of the leading in- 
dustrial centers of the Middle West, be- 
tween local uniong of many trades and 
an Employers’ Asaociation, wivich latter 
body has succeeded in a num- 
ber of labor organizations merci- 
less use of injunctions, loekouts, black- 
lists, etc.: and 

WHEREAS, In a contest between the 
International Unions of the rinting 
trade and the unfair Werner Publishing 
Company of Akron, a private detective 
lost his life: and 

EREAS, Two union men are, we 
believe, unjustly held responsible for the 
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death of the agent of the unfair firm; 
therefore. be it 
RBSOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to make immediate in- 
veetigation of all the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tragedy herein recited, and 
if it is found that the result justifies 
support and defense of the lives and 
liberty of the trade unionists involved, 
the Council be empowered to urge the 
aMfillated international, state a local 
rganizations to contribute to a defense 
und to secure for the a fair 
and impartial] trial: and, be it further 
VED, That the Executive Coun- 

ci] be and hereby is instructed to take 
pro steps to reo se the trades in 
which no unions exist, and to strengthen 
such locals as uire assistance in the 
city of Akron, 0, 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. &—By Delegate Kd- 
ward H. Ellis, of the Michigan Feder- 
ation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, One of the prineipal 
objects of the American Federation of 
r is the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local trades unions in every city 
as set forth in Article II, Section 1, of 
the Constitution; and 
WHEREAS, There is no elty or see- 
tion of the country where organised la- 
bor is in a more deplorable and terror- 
ized condition than in Battle Creek, 
Mich., the home of C. W. Post; and 
WHEREAS, A few brave union men 
are standing together and fighting for 
their rights in spite of a strong combi- 
nation against them, captained by the 
of the greatest enemies of organized la- 
bor in this country; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the atention of the 
American Pederation of Labor in Con- 
n assembled, and al] the Interna- 
officers in attendance at said 
hth Anusl Convention, is 
called to the unorga condition of 
the workers of that city, and that some 


effort be made to send or rs of the 
American Federation of bor, as well 
as organizers of the various interna- 


tionals, to that city to work in conjune- 
tion with the Central body and locals; 


and, it further 
RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 


tion of Labor are requested to take up 
this | matter at the earliest possible mo- 
me 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate D. 
D’Aleasandro, of the International Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers’ U'nion of 
America: 

WHEREAS, In localities other than 
citieg and thickly settled centers, in 
the digging and construction of work 
undertaken by the federal and state 
governments, as well as by private cor- 
porations, conditions which are destruc- 
tive of health and morals and dangerous 


to life generally obtain; that Is, 
workmen are generally huddled in large 
numbers in tiers of bunks, In freight 


cars, In cabooses, in sheds, with plain 


‘ 


REPORT OF PROCBEDINGS 


boards for beds, with only suffielent 
room for the men to lie in rows, where 
for months at a time they have neither 
the facilities nor the opportunity to dis- 
robe or attend to the most ord re- 
quirements of cleanliness and necessary 
changes of ciothing, thereby impairing 
not only their own health, but helping 
to spread filth and disease among 
people with whom they come in contact 
after the season’s wo is closed; and 
WHEREAS, Such condition of affaira 
is not only brutal to the men employed 
on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the spirit 
and concept of our time; therefore, be at 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorence and 


-sondemnation of such treatment ac 


corded to human beings; end, be 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to d 
from the Federal Congress such legisia- 
tion and from the executive heads and 
governmental departments that they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engaged 
in the lines of work Indicated in the pre- 
ambies to these resolutions, such quar- 
ters and sleeping accommodations as will 
conform to some such reasonable de- 

ee of sanitary and healthful condi- 
ons as can be provided in the prosecu- 
tion of such work; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the same efforts be 
made by the officers of the Federation 
of Labor of the different states, coming 
within the jurisdiction of the various 
states, and that coples of these pre- 
ambles and resolutions be furnished by 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to the officers of such 
State Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Commitee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 52—By Max Morris, of 
the Retail Clerks International Protec- 
tive Association: 


WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
adopted by the Minneapolis Convention 
and re-a d and amended by the 
Norfolk Convention, among other planks 
in its platform, affirms its bellef in 
"Women Suffrage co-equal with man 
suffrage: and 

WHEREAS, In the annual report at 
the last National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, it was 
expressly stated that lt was the “much 
abused trade union movement which 


stands for the recognition of the rights 
political, social, moral and ind of 
women; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Kighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, does now re 
affirm this platform and expresses its 
belief in t need of full political 
equality for all women. That this politi- 
cal equality is as necessa to their 
economic Independence as it for their 
brothers In all branches of labor, and 
we pledge the afflliated unions of the 
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land to earnestly work for this political 
freedom. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 58—By Delegate James 
Kotera, of the South Omaha Central 
Laber Council: 


Present conditions within South Omaha 
demand that the work of organisation 
be pushed with all possible vigor. Since 
the great strike of 1904 In all packing 
centers, the unions among the packing 
house employes of South Omaha have 
been ut y demoralized, and are in need 
of assistance at the present time. Pres- 
ent conditions and local sentiment make 
the time of re-organization strategic. 

Furthermore the Clerks, Bartenders, 
Cigarmakers, Steam Fitters and other 
locals, who in the past have maintained 
unions, (fould be organized at the present 
time with great ed strength to all con- 
cerned in the Jabor movement. 

WHEREAS, The above statement of 
facts shows to a small degree the need, 
desirability and assured suceess of im- 
mediate action in the reorganization of 
dismembered unions; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, By the Central Labor 
Union of Fouth maha, Neb., that we 
urge the rganization Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, to send a salaried or- 
ganizer to said city to spend a consider- 
able time among the packing house em- 
ployes and other unions, as the local 
Central body shall direct. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 5 —By Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Ricardo Flores Magon, 
Antonio I. illarreal, Librado Rivera, 
and other members of the Mexican Lib- 
eral Party, were arrested in Los Angeles, 
California, August 23, 1907, at the instance 
of the Mexican government, and have 
since been detained in prison, while ex- 
traordinary effort has been made to 
extradite them; and 

WHEREAB, The Mexican government, 
as prosecutor, has succeeded in Inducing 
the American authorities to hold them 
on varying crimfnal charges, ranging 
from petty larceny to that of murder; 


and 

WHEREAS, The several charges, in 
turn and of necessity, have been aban- 
doned when fully refuted by legal testi- 
mony, and the one active charge remain- 
ing is that of endeavoring to invade 
Mexico with an armed force, all of which 
proves by court records that these men 
are not criminals in any sense. If offen- 
ders at all, political offenders only; there- 


fore. be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extends its earnest sym- 
thy to the aforesaid Magon, Villarreal, 
ivera, et al. and commends to all 
aflliated organizations the consideration 
of proper means for their defense. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 5—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Unton of North America: 
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WHEREAS, The carriage and auto- 
mobile upholsterers or trimmers of the 
country are practically unorganised, and 
because of this fact the employers inthat 
industry are introducing an unlimited 
number of apprentices to learn the trade, 
with a view of flooding the market with 
labor of that class; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America real- 
ize that unless the carriage and automo- 
bile upholsterers or trimmers are prop- 
erly organized and a stop put to the 
efforts of the employers to flood the 
market with so-called mechanics who 
have only learned to do @ small part of 
the work required of a competent 
mechanic, this class of men will eventu- 
ally be used as strike breakers in the 
future when disputes arise with the em- 
ployers, and as a consequence it will 
affect all branches of the upholsteri 
craft and be a menace to the welfare o 
our membership at large. 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America believe 
that the men in that industry can be 
successfully organized, and we are ready 
to place organizers in the field to bring 


about this result; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the merican 


Federation of Labor recognize the full 
jurisdiction af the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America over 
this class of work, and that the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor in- 
etruct their organizers to co-operate in 
every way possible for the purpose of 
thoroughly organizing the craft. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Buildi Trades 
Councils in the cities of Oakland, Cal. 
San Jose, Cal., Sacramento, Cal. an 
San Francisco, Cal., have affliated with 
them unions of carpet mechanics; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measurers; and 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanies’ 
Unions affillated with the above men- 
tioned bodies bave seceded from the Up- 
holsterers’ International Union of North 
America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil-of the American Federation of La- 
bor request all national unions affillated 
to notify their local unions seated in the 
above mentioned Building Trades Coun- 
cils to use their good offices in order 
to induce the Carpet Mechanics to affili- 
ate with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America; therefore, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Carpet Mechanics failing to apply for a 
charter of afflliation from the Uphols- 
terers’ International Union within sixty 
days from the date of adjournment of 
this Convention the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
shall request all local unions seated in 
the above mentioned bodies to unseat 
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Carpet Mechanics’ locals not affiliated 
with the Upholsterers’ International 


Union of North America. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. Si—By Delegates D. D. 
Mulcahy and Richard Braunschweig, of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The delegates representing 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union introduced a set of pre- 
ambies and resolutions in the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor held in Norfolk, 
Va., known as Resolution No. 119, and 
printed on page 270 of the proceedings 
of that Convention; and 

WHEREAS, That instrument recited 
the record and position of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International Union 
in relation to the American Federation 
of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Said Convention decided 
that the President and Secretary of the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union and the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, together 
with the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, should meet and make 
recommendations to both organizations 
in controversy; and . 

WUEREAS, The meeting was held at 
Washington, D. C., January 23, 190, 
which adjourned to convene in Indian- 
apolis, arch 19th. Owing to circum- 
stances the second conference was poßt- 
poned by President Gompers: and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amal- 

ated Woodworkers’ International 
nian submitted a proposition on April 
18th, which appears in the report of 
the proceed! of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
held in Chicago, June 18, 1908. This propo. 
sition was submitted to the nited 
Brotherhod of Carpenters and Joiners by 
President Gompers. No information has 
been given to the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International nion as to ac- 
tion thereon by the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners; and 

WHEREAS, In October, 1908, a propo- 
sition in accordance with the Minneapolis 
agreement was submitted to the mem- 
bership of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union through the 
referendum which was defeated; there- 
ore. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention de- 
mand that the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners desist from fur- 
ther molesting or interfering with the 
Amalgamted oodworkers’ International 
Union in exercising their right to or- 
ganize and maintain local unions of fac- 
tory workers as defined in charter is- 
sued by the American Federation of La- 
bor to the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ 
International Union of America. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 58—By the Journeymen 
Tallors and the Garment Workers dele- 
gations: 


WHEREASB, The courts of our country 
in several instances have denied us our 
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constitutional rights, and have frequent 
enjoined us from doing that t whi 
there is no moral or civil law, and have 
restrained us from doing many thi 
which are essential to the life and wel- 
fare of organized labor; and 
WHEREAS, Up to this time they have 
not enjoined us from putting union labeis 
On products made by our hands for our 
employers who want labels on their out- 
put, and as we have not been enjoined 
rom requesting our friends to patronize 
union-made products, nor enjoined from 
mentioning that there are union labeis in 
this country; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That all delegates of this 
Convention, upon their return home, 
reach with greater energy than ever be- 
ore the gospel of earnest work and fidel- 
ity for and to the label, and to insist that 
their organizations make its supply and 
demand one of the paramount objects in 
the fleld of their endeavor to uplift the 
wage earners of our common country. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, In Boston, Mass, and 
vicinity, the District Council of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have instituted a 
campaign of proselytism among the al- 
ready organized members of the Inter- 
national Union of Shipwrights; and 

WHEREAS, The methods employed 
emulate those of the life insurance com- 
panies of our country, namely, they of- 
er to pay eater financial benefits to 
seceders an others than that which 
they (the seceders) were already guar- 
anteed by thelnternational Union of their 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, The employment of such 
vicious and discreditable methods, within 
the trades union movement, are a men- 
ace and a hindrance to the advancement 
of that noble cause, inasmuch as it 
caused some of our most ardent and de- 
voted workers to retire in d t from 
the trades union movement altogether: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, As a remedy for so de- 
plorable a condition within our t 
movement, that section 1, article x of 
the Constitution of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be amended to read as 
follows: °No Central Labor Union, or 
any other Central Body of delegates, shall 
admit to, or retain In their councils, 
delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, national or international, hostile to 
any affiliated organization, or that has 
been suspended or expelled by. or not 
connected with, a national or International 
organization of their trade herein affli- 
ated, or whose membership in part, or In 
whole, have seceded from or refuse to 
affiliate with the national or International 
organization of their e, under ty 
of having their charter revoked for vio- 
lation of the same. subject to appeal to 
the next Convention.” 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. ®—By Delegates J. J. 
Sullivan and W. F. Costello, of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers: 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 8, of 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
stitution stipulates specifically that no 
Central body affiliated with the Amerli- 
can Federation of Labor shall reject 
credentials presented by a duly elected 
or appointed delegation of a local union 
chartered by a national or international 
union having affiliation with the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of the In- 
ternational Asociation of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers have made application for 
affillation with Central bodies affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and the same have been rejected; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the incoming of- 
ficers of the American Federation of La- 
bor immedlately notify all Central 
bodies affilated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that they shall imme- 
diately comply with Article XI, Section 
8. of the American Federation of Labor 
Constitution. 


Refered to Committee on Local 
Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor meet 
from time to time in various localities, 
for the purpose of transacting the neces- 
sary business coming before that body; 


and 

WHEREAS, It has been the custom, 
to some extent at least, for the Council 
to meet in such locality or city as will 
serve the best interests of the general 
movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Council has never 
met on the Pacific Coast, outside of San 
Francisco; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Council be re- 
quested to hold a meeting as early as 
possible in the coming year, in either of 
the cities of Portland, Ore.; Seattle, or 
Tacoma, Wash., in order that the locali- 
tles named may have the benefit and in- 
spiration necessarily induced by those 
meetings, and also be the means of al- 
lowing the membership to become ac- 
quainted as far as possible with the 
representatives of our great movement, 
and to hear their words of counsel and 
advice, which will naturally induce a 
greater activity and determination to 
preserve; and, in the last analysis, be 
of great benefit to the movement as a 
whole. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 62—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, The dispute between Lo- 
cal Union No. %, Shipwrights’ Interna- 
tional, and Local Union No. 6%, United 
Brotherhood Carpenters and Joiners of 
America (located at Tampa, Fla.), as 
contained in Resolution No. 89 of the 
Norfolk Convention, was referred (by 


and 
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said Convention), on recommendation of 
Committee on Adjustment, to the gen- 
eral officers of the respective interna- 
tional unions; and 

WHEREAS, The General President of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, reporting on the 
subject-matter to the International 
Union of Shipwrights, stated that upon 
investigation he had found the matter 
had been satisfactorily settled by a com- 
mittee representing the two local unions 
interested; and 

WHEREAS, Third Vice-President 
Hankins of the International Union of 
Shipwrights (domiciled at Tampa, Fla.), 
reports that nothing whatsoeverhas been 
done to adjust the grievance; that mem- 
bers of Local ER United Brotherhood 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, still 
continue to work for less than the stand- 
ard rate of shipwrights’ wages, and also 
work in harmony with non-union ship 
caulkers, thereby perpetuating the open 
shop; and 

WHEREAS, Such conduct on the part 
of members of Local No. 696, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
is contrary to the principles of organized 
labor and should not be tolerated; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates at- 
tending this Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention reauest the President of the 
American Federation of Labor to in- 
struct a district organizer to proceed to 
Tampa, Fla., and investigate this griev- 
ance with a view of bringing about an 
amicable settlement between the two 
local unions interested. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate Arthur 
Kahn, of the International Association of 
Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 


WHEREAS, The Fur Workers are in 
a continuous struggle for the betterment 
of their conditions; and 

WHEREAS, They can be successful 
only by and through the aid of organ- 
ized labor and its friends; therefore, be 


it 

RESOLVED, That we request of the 
members of organized labor and its 
friends to ask for the label of the In- 
ternational Association of Fur Workers 
of the United States and Canada when- 
ever purchasing fur garments, and that 
the enty-Eighth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
peals to all sympathizers to do likewise, 
and that we request all trade and labor 
papers to turn the attention of their 
readers to the label of said organization. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 64—By Delegate W. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, Resolution No. 174, of the 
Norfolk Convention, relates to the inves- 
tigation and reorganization of the Inter 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
by the Executive Council: and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council 
acting in a fair and impartial mann- 
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held a meeting at Washington in Janu- 
ary, 198. The defendant not being pres- 
ent, the Executive Council decided to 
refer the subject-matter to a sub-com- 
mittee to meet in New York City for 
further investigation: and 

WHEREAS, Said sub-committee met 
in New York City, April 17th and 18th, 
the matter was taken up, both sides 
represented, and as no agreement could 

reached, the sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee suggested that a 
referee be appointed by the Executive 
Council, who shall be impartial and not 
famillar with the subject-matter in ques- 
tion and his decision to be final; an 

WHEREAS, Both sides agreed to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the sub-committee 
of t Executive Council; and 

REAS, The Executive Council ap- 
pointed Mr. Cornelius Ford, of Hoboken, 
as arbitrator, who was not known to 

e ties to this controversy: and 

EREAS, Mr. Ford had summoned 
the representatives of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and 
Local 10 to a conference, to be held in 
New York City. May 20, 1908, both sides 
represented: and 

EREAS, Mr. Ford rendered the fol- 
low! decision, viz.: 

“1. at the General Executive Board 
reinstate the Amalgamated Ladies’ Gar- 
meint Cutters’ Association of Greater 
New York, formerly Local 10 of the In- 
ternational Union, to full membership 
and benefits as existed previous to the 
revocation of charter. 

"2. That every effort be made by the 
General Executive Board, which will 
clearly and specfically define the duties 
of @istrict councils and local unions. 

‘3. That Local No. furnish a Gen- 
eral Local Board with the duplicate 
green sheets of the financial secertary’s 
day book, provided by the General Office 
and also to send in a quarterly financial 
report, ending March, June, September 
and December, and Local No. 10 pay up 
all arrears and assessments and one- 
half the per capita. 

“4. Shop meetings to be called for all 
branches of the trade working in one 

rticular shop. The business agents of 
he Tailors and Cutters to be present at 
such meet! whenever possible. 

5 That the question of the status of 
Local No. 53. or its membership, be de- 
cided as follows: To resume former re- 
lationship with No. 10.” And 

WHEREAS, Said decision was endorsed 
by the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: and 

WHEREAS, Local No. 10 has received 
and accepted said decision of Arbitrator 
Ford: and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union has falled to 
comply with the decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Ladies’ Gurment Workers 
be revoked, and the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
empowered to call a Convention of al! 
unions of the craft for the purpose of re- 
organising the International Ladies’ Ger- 
ment Workers’ Union upon trade union 

nes. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 
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Resolution No. 6&5—By Delegate Arnold 
B. MacStay, of the New York City Fed- 
erated Union: 


WHEREAS, At the orfolk Conven- 

n of the American ¥ ation of 

esolution No. 159 was introduc by 
Del te James P. Holland, representing 
the New York Central Federated Union, 
relating to the Sontroveray between the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers and the Paper Hangers. 
Said resolution was amended, instructing 
the Executive Council to give a complete 
hearing of the Paper Hangers’ grievance, 
and to settle the same consistent with the 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and report results to the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Frecutive 
Council is hereby instructed to make a 
report at this Convention of their findings, 


and refer the same to the Proper om: 
culty complained” of can’ de, permanently 
can anen 
sett at this Convention af - 
can Federation of Labor oA 
Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegates T. J. 
Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, John H. Wal- 
lace, Thos. 8. Farrel] and W. Q. Bulll- 
van, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes International Allianae and Bar- 
tenders International League of Amer- 


ica: 

WHEREAS, It is a well known tact 
that the women wage earners of 
country are forced to labor under dis- 
tressing and inhuman conditions, working 
long hours for miserably small wag 
bardly sufficient to keep body and sou 
toget . and wholly inadequate to main- 

n them in poything resembling re- 


Srecta bility: an 

WHEREAS, The women employed in 
ublio service establishments, such 
otels, restaurants, cafes and similiar in- 
stitutions are by reason of their unor- 
ganized conditions suffering under a 
species of bondage that should not pre- 
vail in a free country such as ours is 


alleged to be ; an 
EREAB, ve belleve that if the 
organ workers and sueh or - 
tions that seek to amellorate — 
tressing conditions under which the wo- 
men wage earners of our country are 
forced to labor will lend their assist- 
ance, that with such co-operation our In- 
ternational Union will able in the 
very near future to produce excellent re- 
sults in establishing and organizing the 
women wage workers employed In the 
hotels, restaurants and similiar public 
service establishments into good, active 
unions; and 
WHEREAS, We believe that the or- 
ganized workers of America are opposed 
o intolerable conditions and meager com- 
pensation for all the men and women of 
this land; Government statistics show that 
there are hundreds of thousands of un- 
organized female workers employed in 
the hotels restaurants, etc., in these 
United States who by reason of the long 
hours they are compelled to toll and gen- 
erally unsanitary accommodations are 
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seidom free from the necessity of medical 
care attention; therefore, be it 

ESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we pledge the 
mora) aseistanee of every affiliated or- 
ganization to the before mentioned fe- 
mate workers and urge the unionists and 
their friende to endeavor to establish in 
their respective cities unions of these fe- 
male workers. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resotution No. 6é7—By Delegates 
Matthew Comerford, Robert A. McKee, 
P. Cc. Winn and A. M. Hudédell, of the 
International Unfon of Steam Engin- 
eers: 


WHEREAS, The Norfolk Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor did 
order uble um Hoisters’ Local 
Union ——— to Join the International 

on t neers; a 

WHER "haid Double Drum Hots- 

ters’ Local Union has not complied with 


said de on; therefore, be it 
ESOL. ED, That the charter of Lo- 
cal Union No. 1275 be revoked. 
Refetred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate 
Matthew Comerford, of the Interna- 
tiohal Union of Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, By order of several suc- 
coagtve Conventions of the American 
eration of Leber, the jurisdiction of 
International Union of eam En- 
rs over members of the Steam En- 
craft, were fully ratified and 
rmed, as against the contesting 
claims of the United Brewery Workmen; 
and 
WHBREAS, The United Brewery 
Workmen were, by order of the Minne- 
apolis Convention f the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, forbidden thereafter to 
initiate into its ranks any person over 
whom the International Union of Steam 
Engipeers were given jurisdiction; and 
ERBAS, As a result of its con- 
timued defiance of said order thé charter 
of the United Brewery Workmen was 
revoked; and 
WHERBAS, Satd charter was by order 
of the Norfolk Convention restored, with 
the understanding that the United Brew- 
Workmen would thereafter refrain 
from further interference with the mem- 
bership of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers; and 
WHER , Bince the restoration of 
its charter, as at all times before, the 
nited Brewery Workmen have refused 
complidnecé with the mandates of this 
body, and have inttoduced into its mem- 
bership engineers owing allegiance to 
nternational Union of eam En- 
rs, greatly to the detriment of said 
> now, therefore, be it 
REROLVED, That the United Brewery 
W. men be, and they are, hereby 
ferthwith to surrender to the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
all eers initiated since the date of 
the Convention, and that it 


be required hereafter to réfrain from 
initiating éngmeers into their body; and, 
be it further 


RESOLVED, That in any city or lo- 
cality where the provisions of this resp- 
lution are not fully complied with, the 
endorsement and support of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor shall be with- 
drawn from the label of the United 
Brewery Workmen, and the Central 
body of such city or locality is hereby 
instructed to unseat all delegates of the 
Brewery Workmen, pending a settle- 
ment of the difficulty; and, be it fur- 

er 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil ts hereby instructed to revoke the 
charter of any Central body refusing to 
comply with this decision. 


Referred to Committee an Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, California State Federation of 
Labor, and David McLennan, San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council: 


WHEREAS, The Shirt, Walst and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union is 
composed, as the title signifies, of shirt 
and waist makers, cutters, collar and cuff 
makers, as well as bona fide laundty 
workers; and 

HEREAS, We, the Laundty Workers 
of San Francfaco, maintain most emphatti- 
cally that shirt makers, waist makers and 
collar and cuff makers belong by every 
reason of their occupation to the Garment 
Workers’ Union, and that all people - 

ed in this class of Work on the Pacffic 
oast do belong to said Garment Work- 
ers’ Union and that the Garment ork- 
ers’ International Union claims and de- 
sires jurisdiction over all peoplé engaged 


in work; d 

WHEREAS This amalgamation of peo- 
ple engaged in such divergent lines of oc- 
cupation threatens the ulti ate welfare 
and prosperity of both organizations, 
as past experience has demonstrated that 
this policy of amalgamation has created 
a disposition to engender stfife and foster 
jurisdiction disputes instead of te promote 
a spirit of co-operation; and 

WHEREA ‚, The Laundry Workers’ 
Unien No. 3, of San Francisco, believe 
on account of the vast numbers of People 
engaged in their particular class of work 
throughout the entite country, that the 
La ry Workers of all the cities of the 
Unfted States are entitl to, and by 
every reason of equity and justice should 
have, a separate and Independent charter; 


therefore it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor In regular Convention as- 
sembled does hereby endorse the conten- 
tions of the Laundry Workers and does 
hereby order that the present charter of 
the Shirt, Walst and undty Workers’ 
International Union be changed to read, 
International Laundry Workers’ Urntion. 
and that all persons employed in the 
manufacture of garments under the juris- 
diction of the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union be trans- 
ferred to the United Garment Workers of 
America; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive OM- 
cers of the American Federation of Labor 
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be instructed to inaugurate this change of 
charter as expeditiousiy as possible. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 70—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 


RESOLVED (1), That permanent rules 
of order and business be made a part of 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and that Article III be so amended 
as to not include this Convention com- 
mittee, as by pest experience it has been 
shown that the committee’s work is a 
waste of time, and that each Convention 
so amends the report as to fit the temper 
of the times, and that whatever actual 
business before the Convention will be 
transacted, no matter what rules may be 
adopted. (2.) That the hours belonging to 
the legitimate transaction of business be 
not taken up with hair-splitting discussions 
emanating from either obtuseness, obli- 
quity or personal interest, to the detraction 
of actual business; be it the sense of this 
Convention that the present rules of order 
be made permanent for each succeeding 
Convention, and that a three-fifths vote 
be required to change any provision. (3.) 
That the secretary shal) prepare and sub- 
mit to the Laws Committee a concrete 
draft of the proposed addition to the laws, 
to be reported to the Convention for 
adoption as permanent provisions, 


Referred to Committee on Rules and 
Order, 


Resolution No. 71—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the observance of the 
patronage of union products of union men 
and of firms union exclusively shall be 
made as obligatory among union princ!- 

les and tenets as that of maximum 
pours and the minimum wage; that poli- 
tical action shall be an asset of unionism 
and no excuse for non-observance shall 
be countenanced. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 72—By Delegates A. B. 
Grout and James J. Dardis, of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Buck's Stove and 
Range Co.. of St. Louis, Mo. manufac- 
turers of the Buck's stoves and ranges, 
has all of its polishing. buffing and plat- 
ing done exclusively by non-union men, 
and as far as ssible discriminate 
against members of labor unions In the 
operation of its factory; and 

WHEREAS, The president of the Buck's 
Stove and Range Company, Mr. J. W. 
VanCleave, who Is also president of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
has used such part of the million and a 
half dollars war fund as he has suc- 
ceeded in hoodwinking the membership 
of the Manufacturers’ sociation to pay, 
for the purpose of defraying expense 
to prevent legislation from the United 
States Congress in the interest of labor 
and the people generally, and influencing 
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political parties from decl in favor 
of relief prayed for by labor organiza- 
O WHEREAS, ı r 
n_ pursuance of the ob- 

jects of the said J. W. VanCleave, presi- 
dent of the Buck’s Stove & Range Com- 
pany, and president of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, to disrupt 
Jabor organizations, he has caused Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-President Mitchell 
and Secretary Morrison to be summoned 
In the District Court of Columbia to 
show cause why they should not be un- 
ished for contempt of court: there ore, 
e 

RESOLVED, That the editor of The 
American Federationist, the labor press, 
all friendly ublications, the committees 
of Central Bodies and al! organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor who 
were requested to carry on a “cam 
of education,” at our last Convention, 
requested to give the facts in this case 
the widest possible publicity; be it fur- 

er 


RESOLVED, That in order to afford 
the best legal protection possible to those 
who are at present defending themselves 
in the interests of Union Labor, and 
those who may be attacked on account 
of their attitude in the Buck's Stove & 
Range Company’s case, that the Execu- 
tive Council be authorised to levy special 
assessmentz, not to exceed one cent per 
capita per month, as their judgment de- 
ei es is to the interests of the trades 

nion movement: erefore, t further 

RESOLVED, That if the present con- 
tempt proceedings instituted against 
President Gompers, Vice-President Mit- 
chell and Secretary Morrison result in 
thelr being found guilty. that on the 
second Sunday after such finding all Cen- 
tral Bodies be requested to hold protest 
meetings and invite friend] societies and 
the general public to participate. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 73—By Delegate Frank 
H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch: 


WHEREAS, There are in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., upwards of three tnou- 
sand men employed in the shipbuilding In- 
qustry that are unorganized: there ore, 


RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be directed to consider 
the advisability of placi in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., an American Federation 
of Labor Organizer for at least six 
months of the year 1909. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 74—By Delegates Frank 
H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch, and Wm. H. Frazier, of the In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union: 


WHEREAS, Brother Frank K. Foster 
has been confined to a hospital for up- 
wards of a year, and, according to the 
best medical advice, 1s beyond recovery: 
an 

WHEREAS, Through his long iliness 
all his financial resources have me 
exhausted; through which fact the 
Massachusetts State Branch, American 
Federation of Labor, has opened a fund 
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for the purpose of affording him and his 
fami) nancial relief; therefore, be it 

KESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested to consider the advis- 
ability of making such an appropriation 
from the general fund of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Massachu- 
setts State Branch Foster fund as, in 
their opinion, the circumstances warrant. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution’ No. %—By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers In- 
ternational Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that there are at present among the great 
industrial army of tolling workmen, 
thousands of unorganized Italians who 
need the protection of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and its affillated Na- 
tional and International Unions, and be- 
lieving that the best results can only be 
accomplished by the employment of an 
organizer who can speak the language of 
these people: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration shall consider the appointment of 
a man who can speak, read and write the 
Itallan la age and best fitted to fill 
the office of organizer, that these people 
may be given the opportunity to under- 
stand the benefit of organization. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 76—-By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers Inter- 
national Union of North America: z 


WHEREAS, That for nearly three ders 
the Quarry Workers’ International Union 
has been engaged in controversy with the 
employers of granite workers in Bebe 
Plains, Quebec district, who have organ- 
ized a dual union for their scabs, refusing 
to sign an eight-hour agreement with an 
affillated body of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Paving Cutters’ Union 
has deliberately and persistently sent the 
members of its organization into the af- 
fected district to cut stone quarried by 
opposition labor and taken the places of 
our men on strike for an American Fed- 
eration of Labor union, and as the Pav- 
ing Cutters’ Union still maintains the 
same position; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is detrimental to 
the best interests of organized labor in 
Canada and the United States, and is 
therefore condemned; and be it further 

SOLVED, That the charter of the 

Paving Cutters’ Union is suspended until 
it ceases giving ald and comfort to an 
employers’ asociation whose watch-word 
is Canada for Canadians and disruption of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 77—By Delegates Daniel 
J. Tobin, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, and Timothy Healy, of the 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen: 


WHEREAS, The organization of the 
United Brewery Workers have absolutely 
refused to obey the mandates of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor: and 
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WHEREAS, Their charter was restored 
to same organization at the Norfolk Con- 
vention with the direct understanding that 
they should obey and live up to the de- 
—— they: have open 

. ey have openly stated 
before the Adjustment Committee that 
they could not, as it would be Impossible 
for them to do so, live up to or obey the 
rulings and decisions of the Executive 
Council of the American- Federation of 
Labor along the lines of the Minneapolis 
Convention decision: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
United Brewery Workers of America be 
revoked until such time as they agree to 
Micra co carry out jhe are of the 

onvention o e 
Federation of Labor. merican 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment, 


Resolution No. 78—-By Delegates Martin 
E. Goellnitz and T. E. Keough, of the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers: 


WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article IX, 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reads in part: "And it 
is further provided that should any of 
the members of such National, Inter- 
national, Trade or Federal Labor Union 
work at any other vocation, trade or 
profession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade or profession, pro- 
vided such are organised and affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor:’ and 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union No. 
11,624, Spokane, Wash., is infringing on 
the jurisdiction rights of the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, and 
Federal Union No. 12,222 of the same city 
for a like violation of the Constitution; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Spokane Sec- 
tional Central Labor Union be and is 
hereby instructed to notify the above 
mentioned local unions to comply with 
the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor and insıruct members of Federal 
Labor Union No. 11,624 and Federal La- 
bor Union No. 12,222, who are engaged in 
cement work, to affillate wit Local 
Union No. 68, Spokane, Wash., Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cement Workers: 
— Th 

at In the event of the 
said Federal Labor Union No. 11,624 and 
No. 12,222 refusing to comply with the 
laws above quoted their charters shall 
be revoked. . 


Referred to Committee" on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 79—By Delegate Robert 
J. Riddell, of the Double Drum Hoist- 
ter Runners: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers presented an agree- 
ment to be signed by the Double Drum 
Hoister Runners; and 

WHEREAS, The Double Drum Hols- 
ter Runners did sign the said agreement 
and requested the International Steam 
Engineers to also sign the same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers refused to so sign 
and adopt their own agreement: be it 
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RESOLVED. That we, the Double 
Drum Holster Runners, herewith appeal 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, Denver, Colo., for redress and fair 
play, and that the International Steam 

ngineers sign the said agreement, and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 141, 
adopted by the Norfolk Convention, be 
enforced. 


Refered to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. %—By Delegate EB. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


RESOLVED, That no delegate to the 
Convention of the American eration of 
Labor shall have the right to cast the 
vote for his whole delegation only b 
written consent of his respective organi- 
zation or by his delegation. Such power 
must be proven before the delegate is al- 
lowed to cast the full vote of his delega- 
on. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 81—By Delegate Wm. D. 
Huber, of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America: 


WHEREAS, Dispatches from the - 
eral offices of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. dated pP- 
tember 3, 1908, and bearing the signature 
of Grand Vice-President McConaughey, 
furnish information that a dual organiza- 
tton of Electrical Workers has been es- 
tablished at an [llega] Convention held in 
St. Louis, Missouri, commencing Septem- 
ber 1968; and 

WHEREAS, Some of the officers of the 
Pacific Coast Council of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers were 
in attendance at said illegal Convention 
in spite of the Protests from various locals 
m good standing in the Pacific Coast 


CWHEREA 
REAS, Some of the officers of the 
Pacific Coast Council have become parties 

the al o ization formed in St. 

uis, lssou thereby violating their 
obligation as officers members of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; and 

WHEREAS, The funds of th® Pacific 
Coast Council are held and controlled by 
the Pacific Coast Council, who have 
come parties to the aforesaid dual organi- 
tot and 

WHEREAB, The said officers, by their 
action, have proved themselves unworthy 
of the offices they held and the confidence 
of the rank and file of the Pacific Coast 
Council: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the worthy members 
of the various locals of the International 
Brotherhood of ectrical orkers, rep- 
resented by the officers of theif respective 
locals, whose names are hereunto at- 
tached. protest against the action taken 
by the officers of the Pacific Coast Coun- 
cil in associating with a dual organisa- 
tion detrimental to the. International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and in 
Gtstributin the funds of thts Council to 

rther a atd the forming of such dual 
organization: and, It fe further 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Off- 
cere for this, the Seventh District of the 
Pactfic Coast Council, be directed to take 
such legal steps immediately as are neces- 
sary for the protection of the funds of the 
Council from further distribution by the 
said officers of the Pacific Coast Council; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Union Savings 
Bank of Oakland, and the First National 
Bank of Oakland, State of California, who 
ate the depositories of the Pacific t 
Council funds, be immediately notified to 
refuse to further pay any of the said 
Council funds upon warrants drawn by 
the said cials; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the companies who 
have furnished bonds for the cfetary- 
Treasurer of the Pacific Coast Council 
immediately notified that the ßecretary- 
Treasurer of the Pacific Coast Council! has 
distributed the funds of the sald Council 
contrary to and In violation of the pub- 
Nshed by-laws of the Pacific Coast Coun- 
cil, and that a strict accounting be de- 
manded from him. 

. M. Fisk, President; Phillip Con- 
way, Secretary; P. A. Cliffo . H. 
Morgan, R. 4 F. Coombes, 3. Boyle, 

. HB. Jones . A. Happ, . C. Loomis, 

rnhardt, C, F man, W. M. Law, 

. Watson, L. D. Moulin, A. E. Yoell, F. 
Marion, B. Moad, R. A. Simons, B. F. 
Holmes, A. B. Jones, J. R. Smith. 


Referred to Special Committee on Elec- 
trical Workers. 


Resolution No. 82—-By Delegate Emil 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


WHEREAS, President Gompe has 
shown in his report that since ail 
efforts of the American Federation of 
Labor to have protective — for the 
a ng people p y slatures 
and Congress were met with deflance 


fr liticlans; and 
WHERE . The law-making bodies of 


the United States consist of members of 
both corrupt politica] parties; and 
WHEREAS, It is a fact, not to be de- 
nied, that o ized labor can not ex- 
pect any jus from these bodies; and 
WHEREAS, Too much much energy o 
the American Federation of ra 
all trades unions is wasted in ng 
for favors from these politicians; there- 
ore, 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty- hth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby refuses to have 
anything to do with any corrupt political 
parties, and hereby Instructs the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of ber to use all their energies 
time to organise all the workers ef the 
United States and strengthen the labor 
movement of this country, Independent 
from corrupt politics; educate the mem- 
bers of our affillated unions that they 
can not get anythi from polftictans, 
but they ean only gain Better conditions 
by uniting and te fight fer t and jus- 
tice. We do not want the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to go on 
the stump for any political parties. 


Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 


- —— 
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Resolution No. 8&—By Delegates Samuel 
Ross and John Golden, of the United 
Textile Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, There are over six hun- 
dred thousand textile workers in this 
country, of whom sixty per cent. are 
women and children; and 

WHEREAS, This latter fact 
mitigates against the progress of these 
workers by organize effort, as we 
realize that women and children are 
largely dependent upon legislative action 
for en amelioration of their present con- 
dition; and 

WHEREAS, The very small, and in 
some states the almost entire lack of 


eatly 


remedial legislation prevents: further 
pro in other states; and 
REAS, 


This playing of state 
against state has in the past, and bids 
fair in the future, to prevent the eco- 
nomic and industrial progress of women 
workers throughout the country; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, go on record 
as favoring the appointment on each and 
every state commission on uniform state 
laws representatives of organized labor, 
to the end that these commissions may 
seek to put the worst states (in the 
matter of labor laws) on a level with 
the best, that the movement to uplift 
the standard of our women workers and 
to abolish child labor may be carried on 
in a more universal manner. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Rosas, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Legislature of Mass- 
achusetts at its session last year, mainly 
at the request of the trade unions of that 
state, adopted the savings bank insurance 
and annuity system, by means of which 
the wage earner is enabled to get abso- 
lutely’ safe life insurance at its lowest 
possible cost, and is afforded the oppor- 
tunity of securing out of his own earn- 
ings, by monthly payments, annuities to 
make old age financially independ- 


ent; and 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts savin 
bank insurance and old-age annuity 
system has now been put into practical 
operation, and under it the hea ex- 
pense of solicitors, collectors, high-sal- 
aried officials and dividends to stock- 
holders have been eliminated, and a sys- 
tem established which is conducted 
wholly for the benefit of the insured—a 
system of the people, for the people and 
by the people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, having given careful consideration 
to this project, and realizing its im- 
portance and far-reaching Influence to the 
wage earners of the United States, hereby 
endorses the system and recommends it 
to the careful study and consideration of 
the organized wage workers of America. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. &—By Delegates E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
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Decorators and Paperhangers, and J. T. 
Johnston, of the Chicago Heights, Ill., 
Trades and Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, Education is a most im- 
portan t factor in the labor movement; 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest inter- 
est of organized labor that tgnes 


and 
WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact 
that thousands of children are deprived 
of such an education on account of the 
poverty of their parents; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby declares itself in . 
favor of free text books, furnished to the 
children in all public schools of the 
United States, and requests all affiliated 
unions to use all honorable means to fur- 

ther this cause. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 8—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Rosé, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, According to latest gov- 
ernment statistics there are six hundred 
thousand textile workers In this country, 
over sixty per cent. of whom are women 
and children, many of them working 
long hours and for meager wages, mak- 
ing the work of organizing them both 
slow and difficult; and 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America are at the present time 
conducting an agressive campai of or- 

nization among their people, both 

orth and South, having increased their 
per capita tax sixty per cent during the 
past year, principally to carry on this 
work, and to enable them to place more 
or izers in the field; therefore, be it 
ESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor, instruct the 
Executive Council to lend every assist- 
ance to the United Textile Workers of 
America in their efforts to bring about 
a better organization, and thereby better 
conditions among the many thousands 
of textile workers throughout the coun- 
Via especially among the women and 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 87—-By Delegates A. B. 

Grout and James J. Dardis, of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, All metal goods having a 
polished or plated finish, if they are manu. 
factured under fair unlon conditions, can 
be secured with the Metal Polishers’, 
Buffers’, Platers’ and Brass and Silver 
Workers’ Union Label attached; there- 
— — 

. That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor, recommend to 
its affiliated bodies and all friendly per- 
sons that they demand such goods 
bearing the label whenever making any 
purchase. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
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Resolution No. ss—-By Delegate I. B. 
Kuhn, of the Hanover and McSherrys- 
town Central Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The urgent need for an 
effective medium in the way of a gen- 
eral publication on the rt of the 
American Federation of bor must 
necessarily be apparent to all thinking 
members of the general labor movement; 
an 

WHEREAS, A four or six-pa 
monthly bulletin could be issued by the 
American Federation of Labor and to 
the great advantage of the individual 
members, which would result in the edu- 
cation of the rank and file of the Fed- 
eration; therefore, be it 

ESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby instruct the Executive Council 
to proceed, as soon as arrangements can 
be made, to issue, free of charge to 
every member of an affiliated organiza- 
tion, a four or six-page monthly publi- 
cation, to be known as the American 
Federation of Labor Bulletin (or some 
similar name): and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
become the editor-in-chief of this pub- 
lication; and that a general circular be 
issued to all local unions from time to 
time requesting voluntary contributions 
for the support of this educating pub- 
lication. 

Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 

Resolution No. 9—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, Previous Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
recognized that the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America has jurisdiction over var- 
nishers, polishers and hardwood finish- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS, Members of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International 
Union are doing this work despite re 
peated protests; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national Union to transfer to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America all of its mem- 
bers engaged in varnishing or finishing 
wood; said Brotherhood to admit them 
without initiation fee. 


Referred to Committee on Adjus:ment. 


Resolution No. 9—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS. The Boston, 1908, San 
Francisco. 1904, Pittsburg, 1900, and Minne- 
apolis, 1906, Conventions of the American 

ederation of Labor ruled that the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America has jurisdic- 
tion over all painters: and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg, 1905, Conven- 
tion adopted a resolution providing that 
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the charter of the International Associa- 
tion or Car Workers be so amended as 
to preclude the admission or retention of 
Painters as members of said Association, 
which decision was reaffirmed by the 
Minneapolis, 1906, Convention, which in- 
struct the Executive Council to en- 
force the decision of the Pittsbur 
Convention, requiring the Internationa 
Association of Car orkers to transfer 
all painters to said Brotherhood of 
Painters; and 

WHEREAS, Many Painters are still 
members of the International Association 
of Car Workers, which continues to so- 
licit and accept applications for member- 
ship from painters, despite the repeated 
efforts of the Brotherhood of Painters to 
induce the said International Association 
to transfer its members employed in 
painting to said Brotherhood of Painters: 
herefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby is, instructed to again 
notify the International Car Workers’ As- 
sociation to at once transfer all its mem- 

rs en ed in painting to the Brother- 
ood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, that organization 
a ing to admit them to membership 

thout requiring the payment of an in- 
itiation fee. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 91—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Modern Woodmen of 
America, many of the members of which 
o nization are also members of trades 
unions, is now erecting, at Colorad» 
Springs, a home for its aged and indi- 
gent members, on which are employed 
workmen who are neither Woodmen nor 
members of the unions of their respective 
crafts; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 

abor of Colorado Springs has been un- 
able to induce the Superintendent in 
charge tu employ union labor; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of this 
Convention be instructed to urge the Ex- 
ecutive Officials of the Modern Woodmen 
of America to employ only Woodmen or 
members of trades unions in the erection 
and completion of the Home. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 92—By Delegate Geo. R. 
French, of the Cigarmakers International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, For many years it has been 
the policy of the American Federation of 
Labor to, whenever possible, in disputes 
between employers and employes to ap- 
ply the principle of voluntary arbitration; 


WHEREAS, This policy when intelli- 
gently employed has resulted in many in- 
stances to be of benefit to the organiza- 
Mens interested: and 

AS, There is now nding be- 
fore Congress a bill known as the “Fown- 
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send bill,’’ which purports to be a meas- 
ure in the direction of compulsory inves- 
tigation of strikes, but which is really, in 
effect, the forerunner of compulsory arbi- 
tration, with all its evils; and 
WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has and is still opposed to com- 
pulsory arbitration: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reindarse its opposition 
to the principles of compulsory arbitra- 
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tion as contained in the ‘‘Townsend bill” 
and recommend to our affillated organiza- 
tions that they use every honorable means 
to apply the principles of voluntary arbi- 
tration in disputes between them and their 
employes. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
At 10:5 a. m. the Convention was ad- 


journed to reconvene at 9:00 a. m., Satur- 
day, November 14. 


FIFTH DAY—Saturday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
a. m., Saturday, November i4th, First 
Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Feeney, Winn, Williams 

J. J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Hoag, McSorley, 

ce, Potter, Grout, Tracy (Wm. J.), 
Frasier (Wm. H.), Hart (Lee M.), Barry 
(P. T.), Byrnes, Carey (John). Powell, 
Hatch, Willlams (F. H.), Welch, Hood, 
Breidenbach, Tobin (Wm.), Moore, Wood- 
man, Peterson, Leonard, Nutt. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 11, 1908. 


Frank Morrison, American Federation of 
Labor Convention, Denver, Colo. 


Central Labor Union reaffirm political 
action, and again endorse Gompers. 


J. H. BOYLE, Secretary. 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 14, 1908. 


Frank Morrison, Secretary American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Auditorium, Denver, 
olo. 


Resolved, by Essex Trades Council, That 
we express the utmost confidence in 
Samuel Gompers, and it is our wish that 
he be elect President of the American 
Federation of Labor. He may be out with 
Roosevelt, but he looks to us. 

HENRY F. HILFERS, 
Secretary Essex Trades Council. 


Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from the following cities: 


From Willlam B. Thompson, Mayor of 
Detroit, Mich., urging that the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor be held in that city. The commu- 
nication stated that the Common Council 
of the city of Detroit had adopted a reso- 
lution at its meeting inviting the Conven- 
tion to that city. 

A communication was read from the 
House of Delegates of St. Louis, Mo., en- 
closing a resolution adopted by that body 
urging that the next Convention be held 
in St. Louis. A letter from the Belleville, 
Tll., Trades and Labor Assembly also 
urged that the next Convention be held 
in St. Louls. 


A communication was read from the 
Central Labor Union of Indianapolis, 


Indiana, asking that the 1909 Convention 
be held in that city. 

A letter signed by the President of 
the Council and the City Clerk of Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., was read, urging that the 
1908 Convention be held in that city. 
Letters from the Commercial Club of 
Kalamazoo and from the Kalamazoo 
Trades and Labor Council also urged 
that the next Convention be held In that 
city. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated that 
the Adjustment Committee would be in 
session during the forenoon, and asked 
that the members of that committee be 
not recorded as absent. 

Delegate Coombe, for the Committee 
on Credentials, offered the following sup- 
plemental report: 

“The indebtedness of the Double Drum 
Holster Runners’ Union No. 112%, having 
been liquidated, we recommend that its 
delegate, Robert J. Riddell, be seated 
with one vote. 

“ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman; 

“ALVIN HOWES, 

P. DUFFY, Secretary. 
“Committee on Credentlals.’’ 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President Mitchell in the chalr. 

Vice-President Duncan announced that 
the Committee on Resolutions was ready 
to make a partlal report. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 8, introduced by Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo- 
Engravers, was read by the Secretary 
of the Committee, with the following 
recommendation: 

“Your committee recommends that the 
word ‘coolie' be inserted between the 
words ‘Asiatic laborers’ and ‘Asiatic im- 
migrants,’ and immediately before the 
word ‘Asiatic’ in the eighth line of the 
first ‘Resolve.’ ”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 
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Delegate Gallagher, author of the reso- 
lution, opposed the amendment offered 
by the committee. Vice-President Dun- 
can, Chairman of the Committee, spoke 
ir favor of the amendment. 

Delegate Furuseth spoke at length in 
opposition to the amendment of the com- 
mittee, and moved that the resolution be 
referred back to the committee for fur- 
ther consideration. (Seconded.) 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice-President Duncan, Delegate Furu- 
seth and Delegate Gallagher. 

The motion to refer to the committee 
was carried, 

Resolution No. 7—By Delegate R. Glock- 
ling, of the International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, The principle is generally 
applied in United States federal and state 
law that work performed for federal, 
state and municipalities shall be ex- 
ecuted by citizens of the United States; 


an 
WHEREAS, Such provision, in the 
opinion of this American Federation of 
Labor, serves to conserve the American 
standard of wages; and 
WHEREAS, The attention of this 
American Federation of Labor having 
been called by the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders to the fact that the 
firm of Cedric Chivers, limited, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and Bath. England, are con- 
tractors for the bookbinding required by 
the public libraries of Greater New York, 
and other large centers of the United 
States, and do, in violation of the law 
above referred to, constantly ship this 
library binding to their Bath, England, 
factory, where it is bound under wage 
conditions that compare to about 30 per 
cent. of the American wage standard. the 
American wage being .00 to $25.00 per 
week, as compared with $7.00 to $7.50 at 
Bath, this work being permitted, under 
the United States Tariff, to be re-ad- 
mitted into this country free of duty: and 
WHEREAS, The volume of this work 
required by the public Hbraries is of 
such magnitude as to cause most serious 
loss of emnloyment to this particular 
branch of the Bookbinding craft: and 
WHEREAS, A palpable injustice is 
thereby done to all citizens who, by their 
contribution of taxes that support the 
public libraries. are deprived of the bene- 
fits that should accrue to the community 
from this industry: in addition to which, 
they are unwillingly assisting to place in 
the hands of themselves and their chil- 
dren books bound under conditions that 
tend to lower the standard of American 
citizenship: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor does hereby strongly protest 
against public work being sent out of the 
country to be performed by cheap for- 
labor to the detriment and menace 
to the American wage standard; and, be 
it further 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does strongly recom- 
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mend to organized labor that they fen- 
der all possible assistance to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Bookbinders in 
their efforts to eradicate this manifest 
evil. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution. and recommended that it 
be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 10—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, There has been presented 
to Congress by the Keep Commission a 
bill for the retirement of employes in 
the classified civil service, which bill has 
been referred to the Committee on Re- 
form in the Civil Service, and is expected 
to be passed upon by the next Congress; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American F'eder- 
ation of Labor, In Convention assembled, 
take this occasion to unqualifiedly ex- 
press our endorsement of the principles 
of our National Civil Service w and 
urge the enforcement of it in its true 
spirit. We also emphatically favor the 
passing of some suitable retirement bill, 

th as a matter of justice to the em- 
ployes themselves and of value to the 
government. and as a worthy object les- 
son for states, counties and cities, and 
for large employers of labor in our land. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 10, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 


Resolution No. 1—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, a 
Norfolk, Va., November 11, 1907, did in- 
struct its Legislative Committee to su 
port any remedial legislation that should 
e introduced in the 6th Congress look- 
ing towards better hours and pay for 
postal clerks; and 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced 
along these lines in the present Con- 
gress, and are known on the calendars 
of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States as follows: 
H. R. 11808. by Mr. McDermott of Tilnols, 
on the matter of hours: Senate 491 and 
H. R. 18868. by Mr. LaFollette of Wis- 
consin and Mr. W. B. Wilson of Penn- 
svivania, on the question of pay. and 
H. R. 16871, by Mr. Nichols of Pennayl- 
vania. extending the leaves of absence 
with nav: and 

WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks acknowledge and 
are grateful for the ald ever rendered 
thelr cause. and are of the opinion that 
the American Federation of bor can 
assist them: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record as endors- 
ing these several bills. copies of which 
accompany this resolution, and that the 
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Legisiative Committee be instructed to 
use its utmost means, power and influ- 
ence to secure for the officers of the 
National Federation of Post Office Clerks 
a hearing in committee on the above 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 11, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Chas. 
T. Smith, of Washington, D. C., Central 
Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, Foreign steamship inter- 
ests introduced Senate Bill which 
would virtually repeal section 42, a much 
needed humane provision requiring more 
air space and better sanitary conditions 
on immigrant ships; and 

WHEREAS, The illiteracy test is the 
most practical means for the restricting 
of the present immigration of cheap 
labor, whose competition is so ruinous; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union that we earnestly 
beseech and tition Congress to enact 
the illiteracy test into law, and to refuse 
any modification of section 42, unless It 
be to increase the amount of air space 
and to require better sanitary accommo- 
dations in the steerage. 


The committee offered the following rec- 


ommendation: “That the resolution be 
amended by cutting out the words 
‘Washington, D. C.,’ and inserting the 


words ‘Denver Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor,’ and recommend 
its adoption when so amended.”’ 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in by unanimous vote of 
the Convention. 

Resolution No, 15—By Delegate Gustav 
A. Ehret, of the International Jewelry 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The jewelry manufactur- 
ing industry es the nervous system to 
such an extent as to shorten the lives of 
journeymen, due mainly to the long hours 
of work, viz.: from nine to ten hours 
daily, often producing those dread dis- 
eases known as Bright's Disease and Con- 
sumption or Tuberculosis; and often by 
forcing men to hurry their work, thus 
straining the nervous system to such an 
extent as to produce extreme cases of 
deapondency, causing some of the moet 
skillful workmen to become hopelessly in- 
sane: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. That we urge upon all 
members of affiliated organisations to give 

blicity through their various 
fournals to the frightful conditions exist- 
ng in one of our affiliated craft organiza- 
tions—the Jewelry Workers: and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we demand the Jew- 
elry Workers’ label be placed on all work 
produced by jewelers, and that we will 
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endeavor to b the manufacturing as- 
sociation to a full realization of the nec- 
essity of making eight hours the maxi- 
mum working day for all urneymen 
jewelers throughout the United Btates and 
Canada. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘That the first resolve 
be stricken out entirely, and that the first 
three lines of the second resolve be am- 
ended to read as follows: 

“RESOLVED, That the efforts and in- 
fluence of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be directed so as to assist the 
International Jewelry Workers’ Union of 
America in creating a demand for their 
abel.’’ 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution when so amended. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred it. 


Delegate Ehret spoke at some length In 
favor of the original resolution being 
adopted. 


Vice-President Duncan explained the 
recommendation of the committee, and 
the objection of Delegate Ehret was 
withdrawn. 


Delegates Ehret and Grout discussed 
briefly the subject of labels on badgce and 
similar articles. Delegate Ehret stated 
that the Jewelry Workers claimed the 
right to have their label on the metal part 
of the badges, but not on any other part. 


The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegates Owen 
Miller, D. A. Carey, Joseph F. Winkler 
and Geo. D, Woodill, of the American 
Federation of Musicians: 


WHERBAS, It has become a custom for 
institutions, founded and conducted for 
the purpose of caring for, rearing and 
educating children, to organise in such in- 
stitutions bands of music composed of 
some of the inmates, whose ages range 
from six to fourteen years, ostensibly for 
educational purposes, which ts to be_com- 
mended highly and altogether unobjec- 
tionable; but the almost universal rule is 
that as soon as these children are taught 
to be sufficiently proficient to play a few 
tunes, the melody of which may be rec- 
ognized, they are at once placed in com- 

tition with adults under conditions and 
or remuneration that makes competition 
on the part of professional musicians im- 
possible, and on account of the novelty 
of children endeavoring to play on Instru- 
ments which are considered difficult for 
adults and demand the strength and ma- 
ture experience of older persons. but more 
on account of the much smaller remunera- 
tion required to employ such children, 
they are often given the preference while 
fathers of families are deprived of such 
emplovment: and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor recognizes the evils of child 
labor, however applied; therefore, be It 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, declare this form of child labor 
most unfair, and all state and central 
bodies are requested to assist the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians in every 
legitimate manner in their endeavor to 
eliminate thig growing evil, and thus con- 
fine such juvenile bands within these in- 
stitutions to purely educational purposes. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its adop- 


tion. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 20—By Delegate Francis 
Creamer, United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union, No. 7417, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12669, 
known as Sewer and Subway Timbermen 
of New York, vas charter by the Am- 


erican Federation of Labor in February, 


1908; and 
WHEREAS, The said Local Union No. 
, Sewer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York, agreed with the United House 
Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers Union 
No. 7417, American Federation of Labor, 
not to interfere In, or with, any work or 
jurisdiction claimed by or belonging to 
the said United House Shorers, overs 
and Sheath Pilers Union No. 7417; and 
EREAS8, I.ocal Union No. 12669, 
Sewer and Subway Timbermen of New 
York, have grossly interfered with and 
violated this agreement, by accepting 
work at 50¢ less than the House Shorers 
prevailing rate, and have failed to trans- 
er men working at House Shoring as 
agreed upon; therefore, be it 
ESOLVED, That at this Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, held at Denver, 
Colorado, that the charter of Local 
Union No. 12669, Sewer and Subway 
Timbermen of New York, be and is here- 
by revoked, for fafling to maintain the 
recognized prevailing rate of wages re- 
ceived by the United House Shorers, 
Movers and Sheath Pilers of New York, 
who have been chartered by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor since 1899. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the request that it be given 
their immediate investigation and con- 
sideration. 

In response to a question by Delegate 
Creamer, Vice-President Mitchell stated 
that the Executive Council would meet 
at the close of the Convention or during 
its seasions. 

On motion, 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 23—-By Delegates D. J. 
Tobin, P. D. Daley and Harry McCor- 
mack, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has at all times pledged itself 
to help and assist any international or- 


the recommendation was 


187 


ganization chartered and working under 
ts banner; and 

WHEREAS, It has repeatedly de- 
nounced rival organizations and seceders 
from regularly chartered international 
bodies; and 

WHEREAS, There exists at the present 
time in some of the large cities a dual 
organization of teamsters, which is at- 
tempting to deceive the rank and file of 
the workers of that craft and organized 
labor in general; therefore, be it 
ED, That this Convention of 
American Federation of Labor 

proclaims that the only bona fide 
organization of teamsters and helpers 
chartered under the American Federation 
of Labor is the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and Helpers; and, be It 
further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor de- 
nounces and condemns. seceding and dual 
organizations as tending to disrupt or- 
ganized workers and strengthen’ the 
power of unjust employers; and it is fur- 


er 

RESOLVED, That all Central bodies and 
State Federations refuse to allow any or- 
ganization of teamsters and helpers not 
chartered by the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters to affillate with them: 
and If any such dual or seceding organ- 
izations are at present affillated with them 
or seated in their councils, that they 
be immediately unseated or exnelled from 
such Central bodies or State Federations 
until such time as they become chartered 
under the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 283, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resolution No. 26—By Delegates James 
O'Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: 

That the second and third whereases 
be stricken out entirely and that the 
fifth whereas be amended to read: 


WHEREAS, We realize that an injury 
to one is the concern of all, and should 
the Denver and Rio Grande succeed in 
destroying the organization of their em- 
ployes It is but a question of time when 
other employers and corporations would 
be led tc adopt similar tactics, a condl- 
tion which would work to the serious 
injury of the Metal Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor and 
prevent it from protecting and elevating 
the American workingmen’s standard of 

ving. 


“Your committee recommends that the 
first resolve be amended by striking out 
the words ‘and financial’ in lines 4 and 
6, and the words ‘or slavery’ in line 10, 
and insert after the words ‘men and 
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boys,’ in line 6, the words ‘and recom- 
mend the financial support of organized 
labor.’ 

“Your committee further recommends 
that the last resolve be stricken out 
entirely.’’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Handley asked that further 
consideration of the resolution be de- 
ferred until the amended resolution could 
be printed. 

Vice-President Duncan stated that one 
of the signers of the resolution was a 
member of the committee and had 
agreed to the amendment. 

Delegate Dunn stated that other metal 
trades were interested in the strike and 
should be included in the resolution. 

Delegate Stark stated that while the 
resolution was signed by the delegates 
of the Machinists’ organization the word 
**machinist’’ was not used in the resolu- 
tion, but that it applied to all the organ- 
{zations interested. 

Delegate Dunn moved that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the committee, and 
that those interested be given a hearing 
before the committee. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate VanLear, Delegate Sarber and 
Vice-President Duncan. 

Delegate VanLear—I move that the 
resolution be referred again to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, and that we be 
given an opportunity to appear before 
them. (Seconded and carried.) 

Secretary Frey—Certain portions of the 
report of the Executive Council were re- 
ferred to this committee. We desire to 
make a partial report on the sections 
referred to us: 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE, 


As we reported to you at the Norfolk 
Convention, in conformity with the in- 
structions given by the Minneapolis Con. 
vention, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source information 
relative to uniform laws to protect hu- 
man life in various lines of industry. 
The Norfolk Convention directed that our 
efforts along these lines should be con- 
tinuea. However, notwithstanding our 
best efforts, but little if any additional 
Information has been forthcoming. and 
she matter is therefore submitted to you 
for such further action as you may deem 
advisable to take in the premises. 


‘Your Committee on Resolutions rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council 
continue its investigation of the subject 
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and report thereon at succeeding Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor, compiling and tabulating such 
data as can be secured for the informa- 
tion of the Convention and the trades 
enumerated in general.’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 


ALASKAN FISHERIES. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
179 dealt with the wanton destruction of 
fish in the rivers of Alaska by the use of 
salmon traps. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Secretary of Commerce and 

bor and a hearing obtained. As a re- 
sult of the testimony presented, an order 
was issued Pr ooiting the use of fishin 
traps in the Wood river and Nushagak 


“Your committee most heartily ap- 
proves of the action taken by the Execu- 
tive Council upon this question, and rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council be 
requested to lend its assistance and in- 
fluence in a similar manner should simi- 
lar cases arise.”’ 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Delegate Wheeler, for the special com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 


“Report of the Special Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the application of the 
Operative Plasterers’ International Asso- 
clation of the United States and Canada 
for a charter from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


“To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


“The Special Committee appointed by 
President Gompers, by and with the con- 
sent of this Convention, to consider the 
admission of the Operative Plasterers’ 
International Association of the United 
States and Canada to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, begs leave to report: 

“That the entire subject-matter of the 
application of the Plasterers’ Association 
for a charter, together with the protests 
of the Tile Layers and Resolution No. 3 
of that organization, introduced by the 
delegate representing the Tile Layers at 
this Convention, as well as the protests 
of the Cement Workers, received our 
careful consideration. 

“After an extended hearing from all 
parties concerned, in which the points at 
issue were clearly brought forth, we find 
that the objections raised against grant- 
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ing a charter to the Plasterers are not 
very serious. To be more explicit, the 
Tile Layer claims the putting on of the 
scratch coat and the brown coat In order 
to create a foundation for his tile. On 
the other hand, the Plasterer contends: 


“First. That this has always been his 
work; that he does it now on all large 
jobs and does not concede it to any other 
mechanic on the building, except to the 
Tile Layer in cases where there is only 
a small room or two to be done. 


“Second. That in the majority of the 
cases it is stipulated in the specifica- 
tions that the Plasterer does the plaster- 
ing work in preparation for tile. 


“Third. That the brown coat, com- 
monly known as second coat of plaster, 
is kept far enough back to give ample 
room to the Tile Layer to lay tile. 

“Your committee, therefore, would 
recommend that the claim of the Plaster- 
ers in this case be granted, as we are 
firmly of the opinion that the application 
of plaster to walls and ceilings belongs 
solely to the plasterer. 

“In the case of dispute between the 
Cement Workers and the Plasterers, we 
find that the Cement Workers have in- 
creased their jurisdiction claim since the 
admission of that body to the American 
Federation of Labor, and have gone so far 
as to claim all plastic material, and the 
application of same to walls. 


“The Plasterers claim this work origin- 
ally belonged to them, belongs to them 
now and is done by their members. They 
lay no claims whatever to the laying of 
cement floors, sanitary cement base, ce- 
ment block, cement coping, sidewalks, 
alleys, curbs or streets. 

“Your committee therefore believes that 
they should be granted a charter by the 
American Federation of Labor, and we, 
therefore, recommend that the Executive 
Council grant a charter to the Operative 
Piasterers’ International Association in 
accordance with the official claim of jur- 
isdiction made by that organization, and 
the conditions and terms herein stipu- 
lated. 

(Signed) 
“FRANK DUFFY, Chairman. 
“JOHN T. TAGGART, 
“JACOB TAZELAAR, 
“JAMES CRUICKSHANK, 
“Cc. D. WHEELER, Secretary.” 


Delegate Wheeler—The committee 
recommends the adoption of the report. 
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A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Huddell—If the report of the 
committee is adopted will it allow the 
Plasterers a seat in this Convention. 

Vice-President Mitchell— That matter 
would come before the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, 

Vice-President Duncan—The law pro- 
vides that a charter shall have been 
issued a month prior to the Convention, if 
delegates are to be seated. 

Delegate Huddell—Could the Convention 
vote to seat the Plasterers’ delegates? 

Vice-President Duncan—That question is 
not up now. It would come up under the 
report of the Committee on Credentials. 
Action will be taken by the Executive 
Council upon the action of the Convention 
this morning if the report is adopted, and 
the Executive Council will report back to 
tHis Convention. Then it will be the prop- 
erty of the Convention to do with it as 
they may see fit. 

Delegate Leps discussed the question at 
some length, and stated that under the 
laws of the American Federation of 
Labor a charter could not be issued to the 
Plasterers upon their application, as it 
trespassed upon the jurisdiction of other 
organizations. He stated as a point of 
order that the report of the Special Com- 
mittee was in violation of the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor and of the 
rights of the Tile Layers’ International 
Union, and asked the chairman to rule on 
the point. 

Vice-President Mitchell—The chair is of 
the opinion that the point of order should 
not be sustained. The matter was 
brought before the Convention and was by 
the Convention referred to a Special Com- 
mittee. The committee has reported. To 
sustain the point of order would mean 
that the report of the committee would 
not be entertained. Your organization 
will have a right to appear before the 
Executive Council. The chair understands 
that the report does not order that a 
charter shall be issued; it is a recommen- 
dation that it be issued. 

Delegate Leps stated that his organiza- 
tion had not had its day in court. 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Special 
Committee—All parties to this controversy 
appeared before the Special Committee. 
We asked the Tile Layers and the Plas- 
terers to get together themselves. first and 
see if they could not adjust their difi- 
culty. They did so. The result was that 
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they could not come to an understanding. 
Then we asked the representatives of the 
Plasterers and the Cement Workers to get 
together and see if they could adjust their 
difficulties. They reported that they could 
not. Then we went into session with the 
Plasterers and the Tile Layers. We went 
into all the detalis of the case. We gave 
them their own time. We did not curtail 
them in any way. After that we took the 
Cement Workers and the Plasterers to- 
gether and did likewise. When we had 
all the information we thought necessary, 
or all that could be given to us, and after 
going over copies of their constitutions, 
the committee got together and made the 
report which has been presented. When 
any one of them say they have not had a 
hearing, or were cut short, I wish to say 
it is not so. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Leps, Keough, Vice-President 
Duncan, Delegates Stemburgh, Murray 
and Leps, 

Vice-President Duncan in the chalr. 

Delegate Leps moved, as an amendment 
to the report of the committee, that the 
application of the Operative Plasterers’ 
International Association for a charter 
be referred to the Executive Council, 
that everyone Interested be summoned 
before the Executive Council, and that 
the charter be issued in accordance with 
the law. 

Vice-President Duncan—The chair rules 
the amendment out of order. The regular 
procedure provides what shall be done. 
The subject-matter of the report, if 
adopted, will go to the Executive Coun- 
cil, the Executive Council will hear the 
parties in interest if they desire to be 
heard, and if the action of the Executive 
Council is not tn accord with the vlew 
of the Convention, the Convention can 
express itself when the report is made. 

Delegate Leps appealed from the de- 
cision of the chair, but afterwards with- 
drew the appeal. 

Delegate Murray—I move that the en- 
tire matter be referred to the Executive 
Council, and that all parties concerned 
be requested to submit specific jurisdic- 
tions. 
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Vice-President Duncan—The motion is 
out of order. It is practically the same 
motion. 

Delegate Duffy, chairman of the Special 
Committee, discussed the question at 
length, and stated fully the reason why 
the Special Committee, composed of five 
Building Trades delegates, brought in the 
report they did. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Leps, D'Alessandro, Wheeler 
and Keough. 

Delegate Keough—I desire to make an 
amendment. I move that the part of the 
report of the committee which contains 
the recommendation be stricken out. and 
that the entire subject-matter be referred 
to the Executive Council. 


The motion was seconded, but not car- 
ried. 

The report 
adopted. 


Delegate Boettger—I desire to ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. My in- 
structions In regard to it did not reach 
me until last night after the time for in 
troducing resolutions had expired. 


The unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion was given, and Delegate Boettger in- 
troduced the following: 

Resolution No. 8—-By Delegate H. HA. 
Boettger, of the Iowa State Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, It is evident that in organi- 
zation and unison there is strength: and 
WHEREAS, In this Convention no point 
has been more forcibly emphasized than 
that we must organise the unorganized: 
therefore, be It 
E . That the Executive Coun- 
cll of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to send an organiser into 
the State of Iowa. whose sole purpose It 
shall be to organize and to act in con- 
Junction with the officers of all Central 
Rodies and President of the Iowa State 
Federation of Labor to secure the aflia- 
tion of all unions with the Central Bodies 
and these in turn to affillate with the 
State Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Organisation. 


At 12 o’clock the Convention was ad- 
journed to 9 a. m., Monday. November 16. 


of the committee was 





SIXTH DAY—Monday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9a.m., Monday, November i6th, President 
Gompers in the chalr. 

ABSENTEES: Kerker, Tracy (Thos. 
F.), Williams (J. J.), Hoag, McSorley, 
Bowler, Potter, Wilson (W. B.), Alpine, 
Tracy, (W. J.), Berry, Clark, Byrnes, 
Powell, Welch, Hood, Robinson (Harry 
P.), Moore, Piggott. Leonard, Nutt, Mc- 
Donald, Frazier (G. L.). 

Vice-President Morris, for the Executive 
Council, read the following supplemental 
report: 

Denver, Colorado, November 14, 1908. 

The Executive Council herewith submits 
a supplementary report to this Conven- 
tion, as follows: 


IMMIGRATION. 


Information has reached us that, largely 
due to the efforts of some of the men in 
the labor movement of our country, the 
Parliament of Italy appointed representa- 
tives to visit several countries, the United 
States included, to ascertain the condition 
of workmen who emigrate from Italy to 
these respective countries; that as a re- 
sult of their investigations a Congress was 
recently held in Rome, Italy, at which 
representatives of Italian workmen, In all 
these countries, were present. The result 
of these deliberations and the action of 
the Italian government have been to en- 
deavor to have such Italians who emi- 
grate to the United States (and elsewhere) 
diverted from the congested condition of 
the cities to the country. In other words, 
as far as possible to establish colonies re- 
moved from the congested or industrial 
centers. Moneys have been appropriated 
by the Itallan government for the purpose 
of carrying these projects into execution. 

We recommend that this subject be 
further investigated; that the President 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
authorized by this Convention to confer 
with the representative of the Italian 
government at Washington with a view 


to ascertaining further information upon 
this subject and report to the Executive 
Council thereon; and, further, that the 
Executive Council be authorized to take 
such action as will protect and further 
the interests of the people of our own 
country, as well as the interest of the 
Italian immigrants who may lawfully 
come to our shores. 


It is further recommended that author- 
ity be given to make such further in- 
vestigation as may be deemed advisable 
relative to immigrants from other coun- 
tries to the United States. The different 
phases of immigration, and particularly 
that phase of immigrants who come from 
Russia and deportation of whom might 
mean the handing of them over to a 
brutal autocracy, must be borne in mind. 


PAPERHANGERS-PAINTERS. 


During our Chicago meeting a commit- 
tee representing the Paperhangers’ Local 
Unions, claiming to be aggrieved by the 
action of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers, appeared 
before the Executive Council. This sub- 
ject-matter came before us ag per resolu- 
tion No. 159, of the Norfolk Convention, 
and was referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil, ‘To give a full and complete hearing 
to the Paperhangers’ grievance, and, after 
such a hearing, the Executive Council 
shall take such steps to settle said 
grievance as are consistent with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
report the result to the next Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor.” 


The Paperhangers’ Unions, as well as 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers, were ably represented. 
Upon the facts of the complaint there 
was no dispute; as to whether the com- 
plaints were just, was contended for by 
the representatives of the Paperhangers’ 
Union and contested by the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood. 

It is necessary to briefly recount the 
matter upon which the complaint ifs 
based. The Brotherhood of Painters 
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claimed jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
ers and Paperhangers’ Unions. There ex- 
isted at the time a National Paperhang- 
ers’ Protective and Beneficial Association 
claiming jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
ers. The latter frequently made appli- 
cation for charter to’the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, which was denied. The 
division continued. As the result of re- 
peated efforts conferences were held re- 
sulting in amalgamation being accom- 
plished upon an agreement, the condition 
substantially being full autonomy over 
Paperhangers conceded to the Paperhang- 
ers’ Unions. This agreement was ratified 
by a Convention of the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, 
and ratified by a referendum vote of the 
membership. Since then the Brotherhood 
has changed its laws, by which are im- 
paired the conditions of the agreement 
upon which the amalgamation was ef- 
fected. 

Against this the representatives of the 
Paperhangers’ Unions protest. The rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood insist that 
the Brotherhood possesses the right to 
change the laws as its judgment directs. 

We entered into an exhaustive hearing 
and discussion of the controversy, and de- 
cided that President Gompers should com- 
municate with the officers of the Brother- 
hood and the representatives of the Pa- 
perhangers’ Local Unions, that ‘the 
terms upon which amalgamation was ef- 
fected are in fact agreements, and in 
effect and practically in the form of 
treaties, and that the conditions and 
terms upon which amalgamation was ef- 
fected should be adhered to as closely as 
possible, unless they are altered with the 
consent of both parties thereto.” 

This was communicated to the represen- 
tatives of the Brotherhood as well as 
of the Local Unions of Paperhangers by 
President Gompers under date of July 2, 
1908. We have no information as to any 
further developments upon this subject, 
or whether the Brotherhood has taken 
action in conformity with the action 
taken by the Executive Council, at 
Chicago, and communicated in that let- 
ter. 

PLASTERERS’ CHARTER. 


The Convention recommended to the 
Executive Council that a charter be issued 
to the Operative Plasterers’ International 
Association. The matter was considered, 
representatives of that organization as 
well as of the International Union of 
Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic Tile 
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Layers and of the Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers appearing before our 
Council, Chairman Duffy of the Special 
Committee being also in attendance. 
After a full presentation of the matter, 
the Executive Council] issued the charter 
and recommend that Messrs. John Don- 
lin, Peter G. Cook, James O’Connor and 
John G. Twyford be accorded the courtesy 
of seats in this Convention, but without 
vote. And it was further decided that 
representatives of the three organizations 
named be invited to send two representa- 
tives each to the meeting of the Executive 
Council to be held at Washington, D. C., 
for the purpose of agreeing upon details 
of jurisdiction and for harmonious co-op- 
eration. 
Fraternally submitted, 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-Presi- 
dent, 
JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice- 
President, 
JAMES O’CONNELL, Third Vice- 
President, 
MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-Presi- 
dent, 
D. A. HAYES, Fifth Vice-President, 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, Sixth Vice- 
President, 
WM. D. HUBER, Seventh Vice-Presi- 
dent, 
JOS. F. VALENTINE, Eighth Vice- 
President, 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer, 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


Vice-President Morris—I move the adop- 
tion of the supplemental report of the 
Executive Committee. 

President Gompers—There are two mat- 
ters that require reference to committees 
for consideration, and one matter that 
will require the action of the Convention. 
That part of the report referring to imm!- 
gration is referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions, and that part referring to the 
Painters and Paperhangers is referred to 
the Committee on Adjustment. 

That part of the report in which a 
recommendation is made that Messrs. 
Donlin, Cook, O’Connor and Twyford be 
admitted to the courtesy of seats in this 
Convention should be acted on at once. 

Delegate Huddell—I move that the sup- 
plemental report of the Executive Council 
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be received and the recommendation 
adopted. (Seconded and carried.) 


Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 3, having been re-referred 
to the committee at a former session, the 
committee recommended that it be 
adopted when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher of the International Photo 
Engravers: 


WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibili- 
ties, to-wit: the immigration to the 
United States and its Insular territory of 
large and inoreasing numbers of Japan- 
ese, Koreans and other races native of 
Asia; and - 

WHEREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion In demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
races native of Asia on the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
{ff granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
can standards in these essential respects, 
(2) that the racial incompatibility, as be- 
tween the peoples of the Orient and the 
United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 


r, not only to the domestic peace, 


but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual Convention as- 
sembled this 16th day of November, 
1908, that the terms of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act should be enlarged and ex- 
tended so as to permanently exclude 
from the United States and its insular 
territory all races native of Asia other 
than those exempted by the present 
terms of that Act; therefore, be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration 
and action by that body. 
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Delegate Gallagher—I move the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended by the 
committee. (Seconded and carried.) 

Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Edward 
Stack, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Great Britain has enacted 
that no person shall be signed on any 
vessel as an able seaman unless he shall 
have served at least three years at sea 
on deck, and no person, unless he be 
a subject of the Empire, shall be signed 
on any vessel unless he shall have suffi- 
cient knowledge of the English language 
to understand orders given on board: and 

WHEREAS, These laws have excluded 
a large number of inefficient men from 
English vessels, which men are now 
crowding into American vessels; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, that we protest 
against the still further deterloration of 
the personnel in our Merchant Marine and 
demand that laws similar to the English 
in this regard be enacted by our Con- 
gress: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be submitted to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, to the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate, and to the Commission on 
Laws Relating to the Safety of Life at 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 41, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 43-By Delegate A. 
Kahn, of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers of the United 
States and Canada has exerted its best 
efforts to organize this industry; and 

WHEREAS, We succeeded in organiz- 
ing three new local unions in New York 
City; and 

WHEREAS, We have been severely 
hampered and injured by the Industrial 
Workers of the World, who forced us 
to appeal to the law and employ counsel; 


an 

WHEREAS, Our treasury has become 
completely depleted and we now have an 
opportunity to have our label agreement 
signed by some sixty-two shops, adding 
about 2,000 new members to our Inter- 
national Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at Denver, Colo., in- 
struct the proper officer to issue a loan 
of five hundred ($600.00) dollars to our 
International Union, to be repaid in Feb- 
ruary or April, 1909. 


The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘That the substance- 
matter of the resolution be referred to 
the Executive Council for further in- 
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vestigation, with the suggestion that such 
advice be given as wi!l better enable the 
membcrs of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States 
and Canaca to become financially able 
to build up and maintain their organ- 
{zation.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Kahn—Has the Executive 
Council the power to give the Fur Work- 
ers $500, either as a loan or a donation? 

President Gompers—Past Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
given positive instructions that no loans 
be made from the funds of the Federa- 
tion. That was first decided at the Phila- 
delphia Convention of the Federation. 
Prior to that Convention the Executive 
Council had made a number of loans to 
organizations. Promissory... notes were 
given the Council for their payment, but 
the organizations were not in a position 
to pay the notes, and the Convention de- 
cided they should be destroyed and that 
the loans be made in the form of appro- 
priations to the organizations. At the 
same time the Convention instructed the 
Executive Council that In the future they 
would not have the power to make loans. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Kahn, Vice-President Duncan 
and Delegate French. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 49—By the International 
Typographical Union Delegation, the In- 
ternational Printing Pressmen and As- 
sistants Union Delegation, and the 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders Delegation: 


WHEREAB, A contest of unusual di- 
mensions and extreme bitterness has been 
in progress for some years in the city 
of Akron, Ohio, one of the leading in- 
dustrial centers of the Middle West, be- 
tween local unions of many trades and 
an Employers’ Association, which flatter 
body has succeeded in destroying a num- 
ber of Jabor organizations by the mercl- 
less use of injunctions, lockouts, black- 
lists, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, In a contest between the 
International Unions of the printing 
trade and the unfair Werner Publishing 
Company of Akron, a private detective 
lost his life; and 

WHEREAS, Two union men are, we 
believe, unjustly held responsible for the 
death of the agent of the unfair firm; 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to make immediate in- 
vestigation of all the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tragedy herein recited, and 
if it is found that the result justifies 
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support and defense of the lives and 
liberty of the trade unionists involved, 
the Council be empowered to urge the 
affillated international, state and local 
organizations to contribute to a defense 
fund to secure for the accused a fair 
and tmpartial trial; and, be It further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be and hereby are instructed to take 
proper steps to reorganize the trades in 
which no unions exist, and to strengthen 
such locals as require assistance in the 
city of Akron, Ohio. 


The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘Your committee are of 
the opinion that the subject matter con- 
tained in the preamble and first resolve 
belong more properly to the International 
organizations introducing the resolution, 
and that they, rather than the American 
Federation of Labor, should make such 
investigation and give such financial sup- 
port as the case may warrant. We there- 
fore non-concur in the preamble and first 
resolve. 

“We would further recommend that the 
last resolve be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the request that they take 
up the subject-matter with the national 
organizations having jurisdiction, and 
that the local organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor be directed to give 
their assistance in the efforts to reorgan- 
ize these crafts In the city of Akron.” 

Delegate Frey—I move the adoption of 
the report of the committee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Hayes (Max 8.) spoke at some 
length in opposition to the report of the 
committee, and urged that the resolution 
as presented be adopted without changes 
or amendments. He spoke of the condi- 
tion of the trade union movement in 
Akron, Ohio, and stated that all the In- 
ternational organizations having locals 
there should assist. He also spoke in de- 
tall of the case of the two unlon men who 
are held for the murder of a detective, 
and asked for assistance in defending 
them. 

Secretary Frey spoke at some length in 
defense of the report of the committee. 
Delegates Glockling, Gallagher, Kemper, 
McKee, Stark, Hawley and McCullough 
opposed the report of the committee, and 
urged that the resolution be adopted as 
presented. Delegate Mahon spoke in sup- 
port of the report of the committee. 
Delegate Lynch spoke at length In de- 
fense of the resolution, and opposed the 
report of the committee. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was lost, 
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Secretary Morrison—I move that the or- 
iginal resolution be adopted as read. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Stark, and adopted by unanimous vote. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 50 be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and that it be given 
their earliest attention, after being 
amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 50—-By Delegate Ed- 
ward H. Eilis, of the Michigan Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, One of the principal 
objects of the American Federation ot 
Labor is the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local trades unions in every city, 
as set forth In Article II, Section 1, of 
the Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, A few brave union men 
are standing together and fighting for 
their rights in spite of a strong combi- 
nation against them, captained by one 
of the greatest enemies of organized la- 
bor in this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the attention of the 
American Federation of bor in Con- 
« vention assembled, and all the Iinterna- 
tional officers in attendance at said 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, is 
called to the unorganized condition of 
the workers of Battle Creek and that 
some effort be made to send organizers 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
as well as organizers of the various in- 
ternationals, to that city to work in 
conjunction with the Central body and 
locals; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is requested to take up this mat- 
ter at the earliest possible moment. 


Delegate Ellis—I accept the amend- 
ment of the committee and move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Resolution No. 5i—By Delegate D. 
D'Alessandro, of the International Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers Union of 
America: 


WHEREAS, In localities other than 
cities and thickly .settied centers, in 
the digging and construction of work 
undertaken by the federal and state 
governments, as well as by private cor- 
porations, conditions which are destruc- 
tive of health and morals and dangerous 
to life generally obtained; that is, the 
workmen are generally huddied in large 
numbers in tiers of bunks, in freight 
cars, in cabooses, in sheds, with plain 
boards for beds, with only sufficient 
room for men to lie in rows, where 
for months at a time they have neither 
the facilities nor the opportunity to dis- 
robe or attend to the most ordinary re- 
quirements of cleanliness and necessary 
changes of clothing, thereby impairing 
not only their own health, but helping 
to spread filth and disease among the 
people with whom they come in contact 
after the season’s work is closed; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs is 
not only brutal to the men employed 
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on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the spirit 
and concept of our time; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorence and 
condemnation of such treatment ac- 
corded to human beings; and, be it 
further 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to demand 
from the Federal Congress such legisla- 
tion and from the executive heads and 
governmental departments that they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engaged 
in the lines of work indicated in the pre- 
ambles of these resolutions, such quar- 
ters and sleeping accommodations as will 
conform to some such reasonable de- 
gree of sanitary and healthful condi- 
tions as can be previded in the prosecu- 
tion of such work; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the same efforts be 
made by the officers of the Federation 
of Labor of the different states, coming 
within the jurisdiction of the various 
states, and that copies of these pre- 
ambles and resolutions be furnished by 
the Fresident of the American Federa- 
or to e Officers of 

State Federations of Labor. such 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it 
be adopted. ; 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The secretary of the committee an- 
nounced that the following resolutions 
had been considered together: 

Resolution No. 85—-By Delegate E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers, and J. T. 
Johnston, of the Chicago Heights, Ill., 
Trades and Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, Education is a most im- 
portant factor in the labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, It Is to the highest in- 
terest of organized labor that every 
child should receive the highest stan- 
dard of education; and 

WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact 
that thousands of children are deprived 
of such an education on account of the 
poverty of their parents; therefore, 


it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby declares itself in 
favor of free text books, furnished to 
the children in all public schools of the 
United States. and requests all affiliated 
unions to use all honorable means to 
further this cause. 


Resolution No. 52-By Max Morris, of 
the Itetail Clerks International Protec- 
tive Associaticn: 

WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
adopted by the Minneapolis Convention, 
and re-affirmed and amended by the 


Norfolk Convention, among other planks 
in its platform, affirms its bellef im 
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"Woman Suffrage co-equal with man 
suffrage,” and 

WHEREAS, In the annual report at 
the last National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, it was 
expressly stated that it was the "much 
abused trade union movement which 
stands for the recognition of the rights, 
political, socia;, moral and industrial, of 
women; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, does now re- 
affirm this platform and expresses its 
belief in the need of full political equal- 
ity for all women. That this political 
equality is as necessary to their ecu- 
nomic independence as it is for their 
brothers in all branches of labor, and 
we pledge the affiliated unions of the 
land to earnestly work for this political 
freedom. . 


The committee reported as follows: 
“Your committee approves the substance 
of these resolutions, the subject-matter 
of which is provided for in the official 
declaration of principles adopted at pre- 
vious Conventions of the American Fea- 
eration of Labor.” 

On motion of Vice-President Morris the 
recommendation of the committee was 
- eoncurred tn. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 63 be referred to the 
Committee on Organization. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Executive Council ot 
the American Federation of Labor meet 
from time to time in various localities, 
for the purpose of transacting the neces- 
sary business coming before that body; 
and 

WHEREAS, It has been the custom, 
to some extent at least, for the Council 
to meet in such locality or city as will 
serve the best interets of the general 
movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Council have never 
met on the Pacific Coast, outside of San 
Francisco: thcrefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Council be re- 
quested to hold a meeting as early as 
possible in the coming year, in either of 
the cities of Portland, Ore.; Seattle or 
Tacoma, Wash., in order that the locall- 
tles named may have the benefit and In- 
spiration necessarily induced by those 
meetings, and also be the means of al- 
lowing the membership to become ac- 
quainted as far as possible with the 
representatives of our great movement, 
and to hear their words of counsel and 
advice, which will naturally induce a 
greater activity and determination to 

serve: and, in the last analysis, be 
of at benefit to the movement as a 
“whole. 
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The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 61 be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Board for their favorable con- 
sideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resclution No. 74—By Delegates Frank 
H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch, and Wm. H. Frazier, of the In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union: 


WHEREAS, Brother Frank K. Foster 
has been confined to a hospital for u 
wards of a year, and, according to the 
best medical advice, is beyond recovery: 


and 

WHEREAS, Through his long illness 
all his financial resources have become 
exhausted; through which fact the 
Massachusetts State Branch, American 
Federation of Labor, has opened a fund 
for the purpose of affording him and his 
family financial relief: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested to consider the advis- 
ability of making such an appropriation 
from the general fund of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Massachu- 
setts State Sranch Foster fund as. in 
their opinion, the circumstances warrant. 


The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 74: ‘‘Your committee de- 
sire to record their cordial approval of 
the steps which have been taken by the 
Massachusetts State Branch of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to give financial 
assistance to Brother Frank K. Foster 
and his family since that period when 
the ravages of disease have rendered him 
unable to remain a bread winner and to 
take that part in our movement which 
he had occupied with such distinction 
and success. In view of the limitations 
of the financial system of the American 
Federation of Labor. we recommend that 
the resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council, with the request that their 
influence be given to the building up of 
a fund for the relief of Brothér Frank K. 
Foster, so that he may receive the com- 
forts and attention which his present con- 
dition requires.’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 

Delegate McCarthy spoke at some 
length of the services of Mr. Foster in 
the labor movement, and paid a high 
tribute to him as a member of organized 
labor and as a citizen. Vice-President 
Duncan also paid a high tribute to Mr. 
Foster and his work and sacrifices for 
the cause of organized labor. He also 
spoke of the generous manner In which 
the members of organized labor in 
Massachusetts had contributed to the 
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fund for Mr. Foster and his family, and 
of the fact that ten thousand dollars 
had been raised in the past year for the 
famfties of Mr. Cohen and Mr. Driscoll. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No, 8—By Delegates Samuel 
Ross and John Golden, of the United 
Textile Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, There are over six hun- 
dred thousand textile workers in this 
country, of whom sixty per cent. are 
womer and children; and 

WHEREAS. This latter fact greatly 
militates against the progress of these 
workers by organized efforts. as we 
realize that women and children are 
largely dependent upon legislative action 
for an amelioration of their present con- 
dition; and 

WIIEREAS, The very small, 
some states the almost entire lack of 
remedial legislation prevents further 
progress in other states; and 

WHEREAS, This playing of state 
agalnst state has in the past prevented, 
and bids fair in the future to prevent, 
the economic and industrial progress of 
women workers throughout the country; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, go on record 
as favoring the appointment on each and 
eve.y state commission on uniform state 
laws representatives of organized labor, 
to the end that these commissions may 
seek to put the worst states (in the 
matter of labor laws) on a level with 
the best, that the movement to uplift 
the standard of our women workers and 
to abolish child labor may be carried on 
in a more universal manner. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 8, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 8&—By Delegates John 


Golden and Samuel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Legislature of Mass- 
achusetts at its session last year, mainly 
at the request of the trade unions of that 
state, adopted the savings bank insurance 
and annuity system, by means of which 
the wage earner is enabled to get abso- 
lutely safe life insurance at Its lowest 
possible cost, and is afforded the oppor- 
tunity of securing out of his own earn- 
ings, by monthly payments, annuities to 
make his old age financially independ- 
ent; and 


WHEREAS, The Massachusetts savings 
bank insurance and _ old-age annuity 
system has now been put into practical 
operation, and under it the heavy ex- 
pense of solicitors, collectors, high-sal- 
aried officials and dividends to stock- 
holders have been eliminated, and a sys- 
tem established which is conducted 
wholly for the benefit of the insured—a 


and in 
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system of the people, for the people and 
by, the people: therefore, be it 
ESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, having given careful consideration 
to this project, and realizing its impor- 
tance and far-reaching influence to the 
wage earners of the United States, hereby 
endorses the system and recommends it 
to the careful study and consideration of 
the organized wage workers of America. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. &, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 92—By Delegate Geo. R. 
French, of the Cigar Makers Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, For many years it has been 
the policy of the American Federation of 
Labor to, whenever possible, in disputes 
between employers and employes to ap- 
Ply, the principle of voluntary arbitration; 


WHEREAS, This policy when intelli- 
gently employed has resulted in many in- 
stances to be of benefit to the organiza- 
tions interested; and 

WHEREAS, There is now pending be- 
fore Congress a bill known as the ‘“Town- 
send bill,’ which purports to be a meas- 
ure in the direction of compulsory inves- 
tigation of strikes, but which is really, tn 
effect, the forerunner of compulsory arbi- 
tration, with all its evils; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has been and Is still opposed to 
compulsory arbitration: therefore, be it 

LVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reindorse its opposition 
to the principles of compulsory arbitra- 
tion as contained In the “Townsend bill” 
and recommend to our affiliated organiza- 
tions that they use every honorable means 
to apply the principles of voluntary arbi- 
tration in disputes between them and 
their employers. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 92, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Gallagher—I would ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to a 
resolution. Late Saturday night I re- 
ceived a special delivery letter from our 
International office asking me to intro- 
duce a resolution in behalf of our label. 

The unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion having been gained, Delegate Gal- 
lagher presented the following: 

Resolution No. 94—-By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo 
Engravers: 


WHEREAS, The International Photo 
Engravers’ Union of North America has 
adopted a Union Label, to be placed on 








178 


all oto engravings which are made en- 


tir by union men; and 
WHEREAS, The many affiliated Inter- 
national Unions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have occasion to use photo 
engravings in connection with pro - 
da, advertising their own particular 
abels; therefore it 
RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention assembled, hat the atten- 
tion of our affiliated unions is called to 
the necessity of demanding the label of 
the Interna ı Photo Engravers’ Union 
on all half tones, cuts and other fllus- 
trated matter as a means of effectively 
assisting the International Photo En- 
avers’ Union in its efforts to obtain 
he best possible conditions for its mem- 


The resolution was referred by Presi- 
dent Gompers to the Committee on La- 
beis. 

Delegate Hayes (Max 8.), for the Com- 
mittee on Labels, reported as follows: 

“We, your Committee on Labels, beg 
leave to call attention to the following, 
under the caption of ‘Label Conference,’ 
ia the report of the Executive Council to 
this Convention: 


LABEL CONFERENCE. 


In conformity with the resolution 
adopted the Norfolk Convention au- 
thorizing the call of a conference of five 
members representing the label o ni- 
zations, President Gompers select the 
following organisations to select repre- 
sentatives to that conference: 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union. 
United Hatters of North America. 
United Garment Workers of America. 


International Typographical Union, 
and the 

Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
merica. 


The representatives of these organiza- 

tions held two meetings at the head- 
uarters in Washington. Full reports of 

this committee are pubiished in the 
March and August issues of the Ameri- 
can Federationist. Briefly stated, the 
reports of the committee recommended 
that in view of the recent court decisions 
a circular be issued to all affiliated In- 
ternational unions, State Federations, 
Central Bodies and the labor press, urg- 
ing that greater attention be paid to the 
work of creating a demand for union 
labor and union fabeled products. It was 
also decided to autho the issuance 
of a Union Label Law D t, covering 
the laws and court decisions, for the 
tection of the union labels, and also 

e basis u which suits may be in- 
stituted before the courts for the pro- 
tection of the rights of the. organiza ons 

eir respective union els. 

It was further decided that the vari- 
ous affiliated organizations having labels 
be requested to donate certain sums for 
the pu se of carrving on the necessary 
work. arlous label organizations hav- 
| labels have been communicated with 
and requested to make such donations. 
Sufficient mone 


has already been re- 
ceived at the o to 


ce for this purpose 
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arantee the carrying out of this work. 
e are still in communication with sev- 
eral of the organizations relative to their 
making a donation for this purpose. 

The conference clearly demonstrated 
one thing; that is, the adoption of a 
universal label at this time or in the 
near future is entirely out of the ques- 
tion. It will be necessary to advance 
gradually toward the methods for a com- 
prehensive, universal tation of the 
union label in which all unions must 
bear their proportionate share of the 
expense involved. Some advance has 
been gained and unquestionably more 
will be as it progresses. 


The committee reported as follows on 
the above portion of the report of the 
Executive Councll: 

“The committee have given the report 
of the Exccuiive Council due considera- 
tion, and fully endorse the action 
which resulted in calling the Label Con- 
ference, as well as the action taken by 
that body, and would recommend that 
such conference be continued, especially 
at this time when a hostile judiciary and 
capital'stic combinations are endeavor- 
ing to discrimirate against trade unions 
and union-made products. We believe 
that the propaganda in favor of union- 
labeled products will not only redound 
to the benefit of those trades that have 
labels, but will also add strength and 
solidarity to all other organizations.” 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 14—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, Recent court decisions 
have practically negatived the prosecut- 
ing of boycotts on unfalr corporations 
and industries, thereb depriving the 
workers of a means of redress for op- 
pressions imposed; and 

WHEREAS, A means of redress for 
wrongs and oppressions im is nec- 
essary for the protection of the workers 
and those dependent upon them: and 

WHEREAS, The accomplishment of 
this purpose and end will require the 
more systematic, vigorous and con- 
stant agitation among the trade union- 
ists and among those who are not mem- 
bers of any trade unlon, but who are 
open to conviction as to the true merits 
and meaning o: the ‘Trade Marks’ of 
the trade unions, education being nec- 
essary to the success of our noble move- 
ment; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an arrangement be 
effected by and between the National 
and [nternational Unions (who have a 
trade mark that the public generally 
should be In closer touch with and have 
a greater knowledge of), whereby a 
space of one or two pages in each 
monthly journal shall be devoted to the 
advertising of a given number of Unton 
Labels each month. That a system of 
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electrotypes of a standard size be got- 
ten up of a given number by National 
and International Unions containing a 
cut of the respective labels, with suita- 
ble reading matter around them giving 
instructions as to where each particular 
label will be found on the product of 
that particular craft. That these elec- 
trotypes be shipped to the American 
Federation of Labor headquarters and 
there uped and numbered so that 
each label will be presented to the mem- 
Ders of each National and International 
Union during the succeeding 12 months. 
That each group of labels for assignment 
shall be numbered, and the respective 
journals be also numbered. That one 
group be shipped to each journal from 
the American Federation of Labor head- 
quarters, and after that, Journal No. 1 
shall ship, after publication, Group No. 
1 to Journal 100, or whatever the high- 
est number be after the numbering has 
been completed, each group number be- 
ing moved up each month until each 
group has appeared in each one of the 
journals entering this plan of label ad- 
vertising. 


On Resolution No. 14 the committee re- 
ported as follows: “Your committee 
recommend to the organizations hav- 
ing labels this resolution for favorable 
consideration and also recommend its 
reference to the Union Label Conference, 
the committee taking it for granted that 
such conference will reconvene.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 6-By Delegate Robert 
Glockling, of the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 


hood of Bookbinders has adopted a label . 


to be used exclusively on blank books, to 
which the Allied Printing Trades labels 
do not apply, such as ordinary daybooks, 
journals, plain ledgers, blotters, exercise 
books, cash books or any class of books 
without printing therein; and 
WHEREAS, Such label has received 
the endorsement of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades; and 
WHEREAS, The general use of this 
label will materially aid in organizing 
this particular branch of the bookbind- 
ing industry which has heretofore been 
found difficult to reach by reason of the 
fact that much of this class of work is 
produced by cheap forei labor to a 
large extent on a sweat-shop basis; and 
WHEREAS, A great deal of this class 
of goods is constantly in use in our thou- 
sands of labor organizations; therefore, 
eb it 
RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
do hereby recommend that all labor or- 
ganizations affiliated herewith do encour- 
age, to the extent of their ability, the use 
of the “Bookbinders’ Blank-Book Label" 
by giving preference to such blank books 
as label of the International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders, and we 
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further recommend that all labor journals 
do aid and encourage, through their 
columns, the use of the same. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 6 and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 13—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Union Label is the 
trade mark of our trade unions; and 

WHEREAS, This trade mark has been 
adopted to be used by all members of 
trade unions as a guide to distinguish 
the fair union made products from those 
that are unfair; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union has adopted a blue 
label for the express purpose of giving 
the purchaser undisputed proof that the 
tobacco he buys which bears the blue 
label is the product of union labor; and 

WHER ‚ The Tobacco Workers’ blue 
label has received the endorsement of the 
American Federation of Labor and al) its 
affiliated unions; and 

WHEREAS, It is esesntial to the best 
interest of the Tobacco Workers’ Inter- 
national Union that the greatest possible 
patronage shall be given to the tobacco 
products bearing the union label; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, November, 1908, hereby 
reaffirms its previous endorsement of the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
affiliated unions are requested to lend 
their assistance In creating a greater de- 
mand for tobacco bearing the blue label. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate McAndrew. 

On motion- the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 18 be amended to read as fol- 
lows, and then referred to the Executive 
Council for further action when occasion 
arises: 

Resolution No. 18—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alllance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 


The International Alliance of Bill Post- 
ers and Billers ef America do hereby 
notify the assembled delegates of this 
Convention that our International Con- 
vention, to be held in the near future, 
will adopt an emblem or design as a trade 
mark of our vocation in the shape of a 
uniform rubber stamp. and an ink im- 
pression of this stamp will be placed 
n a prominent place on all dis- 
play advertising in our line, viz.: what 
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is known as indoor and outdoor ad- 
vertising. The emplem will be planned 
at our next Convention. We now have 
in use a stamp in different cities denot- 
ing that the advertising was handled 
from a union standpoint, but on account 
of it not being uniform in design, we 
take this means of notifying the Conven- 
tion of the proposed change. We expect 
that our stamp (fac simile) will be given 
the necessary trades union publicity In 
the various channels at the American 
Federation of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Tighe. 

The motion to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 19—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alllance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 


WHEREAS, It has been the custom of 
labor organizations in the past to give 
balls, dances, excursions, receptions, ben- 
efits, etc., and it has been the custom to 
have bill posting and advertising done for 
same; an 

WHEREAS. The International Alllance 
of Bill Posters and Billers of America is 
afflllated with the American Federation 
of Labor: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That whenever any labor 
organization, afillated with the American 
Federation of Labor, have any work of 
this description done, either bill posting, 
indoor or outdoor advertising, it shall be 

ven to members of our Alliance or firms 

hat employ our members. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 19, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 2—By the International 
Typographical Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union is making a most vigor- 
ous label campa in this connection 
expending, thousands of dollars; and 
EREASB, Every well-conducted, con- 
sistent and persistent label campaign is of 
value and assistance to all other label 
crusades, and in the propagation and ex- 
tension of the sale and use of union- 
labeled products: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That all International, Na- 
tional, State, City Central and Local 
Unions be requested to aid the Interna- 
tional Printing Trade Unions by attach- 
ing label stickers (which may be obtained 
in an quantity desired from the Interna- 
tional, ypographical Union), to non- 


labeled printed matter and returning it to 
the party, firm or corporation responsible 
for the issuance of this non-labeled 


printed matter. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 
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On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegates James 
A. Cable and Thomas McManus, of the 
Coopers International Union of North 
America: 

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the loyal 
support which is given to the Coopers’ 
label by some affiliated organizations, it 
is nevertheless stili lacking in prestige 
to accomplish the fullest measure of re- 
sults; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 

. reaffirms its endorsement of the 
Coopers’ Union label and calis upon all 
unions and members of unions every- 
where to assist in creating a better de- 
mand for same. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The Committee on Entertainment an- 
nounced that a ride around the city had 
been planned for Tuesday afternoon, and 
asked that the Convention be adjourned 
at noon on Tuesday. 

Delegate Ehret—I move that the invita- 
tion be accepted, and that when this Con- 
vention adjourns at noon on Tuesday it 
be to reconvene at 9 o’clock Wednesday 
morning. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Morris moved as an 
amendment that the Convention be ad- 
journed at 1 o’clock Tuesday. (Seconded. 
but not carried.) 

Delegate Mahon spoke In opposition to 
the motion before the Convention, stat- 
ing many of the delegates had only a 
limited time in which to attend the Con- 
vention, and the Convention should re- 
main in session and attend to the busi- 
ness that would come before it. 

Delegate Sharpe spoke in favor of the 
motion. 

Delegate Hawley opposed the motion. 

On motion, debate was closed, and the 
motion was carrled by a vote of 8 to &. 

Delegate Hatch asked for and obtained 
the consent of the Convention to the in- 
troduction of a resolution, and presented 
the following, which was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions: 

Resolution No. 9%—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The firm of 8. Karpeen 
Bros. of the city of Chicago, JIL, has 
been awarded a large contract for up- 
holstered furniture to be used for the 
furnishing of the United States Senate 
office, Washington, D. C.; and 


WHEREAS, The labor laws of the 
United States of America provide that 
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government contracts shall be awarded 
to contractors who pay the prevailing 
rates of wages, and work their employes 
not more than eight hours per day; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of 8. Karpsen 
Bros. is at this time working on the con- 
tract in question, and working its men 
nine hours per day, which is a violation 
of the laws under which this contract was 
awarded; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
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structed to communicate immediately 
with the department responsible for the 
letting of this contract and attention be 
called to the violation of the labor laws 
by the in question, and a request 
be made to have its work turned over to 
contractors who will comply with the 
we. 


At 12:2 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 2 p. m. 


SIXTH DAY—Monday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Monday, November 16, President 
Gompers in the chalr. 


ABSENTEES: O’Brien (M. J.), Barnes, 
Kellington, Bechtold, Williams (J. J.), 
Hoag, Potter, Curran, Quinn, Foster, 
Tracy (Wm. J.), Clark (W. W.), Barry 
(P. T.), Byrnes, Powell, Braunschweig, 
Rocker, Welch, Dowling, Dunn (Jas. J.), 
Hood, Robinson (Harry P.), Wurster, 
Moore, Peetz, Kuhn, Behrens, Nutt, Sny- 
der, Frazier. 


Delegate Hayes (Max 8.) continued the 
report of the Committee on Labels, as 
follows: 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 31, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 31—By Delegate Chris 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers International Union: 

WHEREAS. The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union represents bread made 
under fair and sanitary conditions, hon- 
est wages and by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ is the only 
proof of same, as it distinguishes union- 
made products from non-union products 
which are unfair; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, Colo., endorse the label 
of Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and is hereby 
requested to demand the Union Label on 
all bread he or she may purchase, 
therebv showing his or her loyalty to 
the cause of Unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 36, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. %—By Delegate James 
W. Wall, of Federal Labor Union No. 
1102: 

WHEREAS, Thousands of dollars have 
been spent by the trades union move- 


ment of America in advertising union- 
made products, as well as the various 
union labels. so as to educate the work- - 
ers and our friends; also to constantly 
call the attention of the public to the 
fact that goods so labeled are made 
under fair conditions as well as in 
healthy and sanitary workshops; and 

WHEREAS, Many attempts are being 
made to deceive the public into buying 
alleged union-made goods; and 

WHEREAS, There is now and has 
been on the market for some time a 
tobacco known and advertised as Union 
Leader, which is an infringement upon 
a Union tobacco known as Central Union, 
bearing the label of the Tobacco Work- 
ers’ International Union: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled. hereby endorse and recommend that 
union men and friends purchase only such 
brands of tobacco as bear the Tobacco 
Workers’ union label. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 38—By the Cigarmakers 
Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America, through a 
want of necessity, to protect the interests 
of the cigarmakers, created an emblem 
known as the Blue Label, to be placed on 
each box of cigars, thereby guaranteeing 
the consumer that the cigars contained 
therein are manufactured under sanitary 
conditions and by competent workmen; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union of Am- 
erica represents the eight-hour work day 
and fair paid labor, thereby making the 
pronounced distinction between coolle, 
trust, tenement house and child labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled at Denver, Colo., re-endorse the Blue 
Label of the Cigarmakers’ International 
Union of America. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 88, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 68—By the Journeymen 
Tallors and the Garment Workers dele- 
gations: 


WHEREAS, The courts of our country 
in several instances have denied us our 
constitutional rights, and have frequently 
enjoined us from doing that against which 
there is no moral or civil law, and have 
restrained us from doing many things 
which are essential to the life and wel- 
fare of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Up to this time they have 
not enjoined us from putting union labels 
on products made by our hands for our 
employers who want labels on their out- 
put, and as we have not been enjoined 
from requesting our friends to patronize 
unfon-made products, nor enjoined from 
mentioning that there are union labels in 
this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all delegates of this 
Convention. upon their return home, 
preach with greater energy than ever be- 
fore the gospel of earnest work and fidel- 
ity for and to the label, and to Insist that 
their organizations make Its supply and 
demand one of the paramount objects in 
the fleld of thelr endeavor to uplift the 
wage earners of our common country. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 58, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 


On motion the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 63—By Delegate Arthur 
Kahn, of the International Association of 
Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The Fur Workers are in 
a continuous struggle for the betterment 
of their conditions; and 

WHEREAS, They can 
only by and through the aid of organ- 
{zed labor and its friends; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we request of the 
members of organized labor and its 
friends to ask for the label of the Inter- 
national Association of Fur Workers of 
the United States and Canada whenever 
urchasing fur garments, and that the 

enty-Eighth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor appeals to 
all sympathizers to do likewise, and that 
we request all trade and labor papers to 
turn the attention of their readers to the 
label of said organization. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 63, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred tn. 


Resolution No. 71—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the observance of 
the patronage of union products of union 
men and of firms union exclusively 
shall be made as obligatory among 
union principles and tenets as that of 


be successful 
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maximum hours and the minimum wage; 
that political action shall be an asset of 
unionism and no excuse for non-o 

ance shall be countenanced. 

The committee reported nan-concur- 
rence in Resolution No. 71, and recom- 
mended that it be not adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 8i—By Delegates A. B. 
Grout and James J. Dardis, of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union: 

WHEREAS, All metal goods havi a 
polished or plated finish, if they are 
manufactured under fair union condi- 
tions, can be secured with the Meta: 
Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and Brass 
and Silver Workers’ Union Label at- 
tached; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, recommend to 
its affillated bodies and all friendly per- 
sons that they demand such goods bear- 
ing the label whenever making any pur- 
chase, 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 87, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of tbe 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Hayes—That completes the 
partial report of the Committee on 
Labels. 

Vice-President Mitchell, Chairman of 
the Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegate Charles 
T. Smith, of the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Twenty-Eighth Convention that all 
subordinate unions of Internationa] and 
National unions are hereby requested to 
immediately afflliate with the city cen- 
tral bodies of their respective localities. 

The committee reported favorably on 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 16—By Delegate T. W. 
McCullough, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, For the purpose of propa- 
ganda, it becomes necessary at times to 
reach the individual members of organ- 
ized labor directly; and 

WHEREAS, Much difficulty has been 
met at various times because of the in- 
ability of access to the mem - 
rectly. and by reason of this 
the dissemination of needful and often 
important information is greatly re- 
tarded, and thus the cause suffers; and 

WHEREA It is often destrable to 
reach the mass of unorganized labor as 
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individuals for the purpose of imparting 
information that may be of service to or- 
ganized labor, especially in the matter 
of education of the unorganized in the 
fundamentals of the labor movement, 
and the necessity of organization; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommends to central 
bodies of the various cities and industrial 
centers of the jurisdiction of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that the secre- 
taries of such bodies provide, whenever 
practicable, Hsts of the memberships of 
the several affiliated unions composing 
such central bodies; such lists to con 
the postoffice addresses of the member- 
ships. and to be carefully preserved un- 
der rules to be made by the central bodies 
for the protection of the membership. 
These Hats to be available, under proper 
restrictions, at any time to the properly 
recognized bodies of organized labor for 
the purpose of spreading needed or use- 
ful information to the members. And 
that the secretaries of the central bodies, 
as far as possible, provide similar lists 
of the non-union workingmen in their 
several districts. such lists to be similarly 
Kept and used as the lists of union mem- 

rs. 


The committee reported favorably on 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, A charter has been issued 
the Executive Council of the American 

ederation of Labor to the Bronx Labor 
Council, New York City, N. Y.; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vicinity 
entered a protest against the granting 
of said charter to the Twenty-Seventh 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Norfolk, Va.; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, To request information at 
the Twenty- ghth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of bor at 
Denver, Colo., as to why such charter 
was anted without due notice being 
given to the protesting body. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


LOCAL UNION STRIKES. 


A number of applications have been 
made by locals directly affiliated for as- 
sistance in case of strikes and lock-outs 
during the year. Where such applica- 
tions were made and were in conformity 
with the provisions of Article XIII of 
the Constitution, assistance has been 
promptly given to them. In some cases 
it developed that the officers of the local 
unions did not thoroughly understand the 
provisions of Article XIII, and it required 
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eonsiderable correspondence to have them 
thoroughly understand this provision in 
the Constitution. The Executive Council 
is now, as it has always been, desirous of 
dealing as generously as possible under 
the law with the directly affiliated local 
unions. 


During the year, benefits from the De- 
fense Fund to the directly affillated local 
unions were paid to the amount of §$12,- 
124.0. This amount paid out is whally 
apart from payments by assessments or 
by other funds raised by voluntary con- 
tributions to aid workmen engaged in 
trade disputes. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the _ caption 
"Local Union Strikes,’’ the committee re- 
ported as follows: ‘The committee recom- 
mend that a circular letter be directed by 
the Executive Council to all directly afli- 
ated local unions calling attention to 
Article XIII of the Constitution.’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Gallagher and President Gompers. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


Delegate Wheeler—I would like to have 
the Secretary note in the proceedings of 
this session that the question of the 
Pavers and Rammermen Is referred by the 
Committee on Building Trades to the 
Committee on Adjustment. 


On motion the request of 
Wheeler was granted. 


Delegate Coombe, for the Committee on 
Credentials, presented the following sup- 
plemental report: 


"Your Committee on Credentials recom- 
mend the seating of W. G. Richards as 
delegate from the Ohio State Federation 
of Labor, with one vote; the seating of 
Ss. J. Thompson, delegate from the Texas 
State Federation of Labor, with one vote, 
and William E. Terry, from the Federated 
Trades Council of San Diego, California, 
with one vote.’ 

(Signed) 
“ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secretary.’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in and the dele- 
gates seated. 

Delegate Sharpe, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Treasurer’s Report, submitted 
the following: 


Delegate 
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COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S RE- 
PORT. 


Denver, Colo., Nov. 16, 1908. 


To the American Federation of Labor: 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your Committee on Treasurer’s Report 
beg leave to submit the following: 

Your committee understand that it as- 
sumes no responsibility for the actual ex- 
istence of funds as accounted for in 
Treasurer Lennon’s report, but having 
compared the Treasurer’s statement with 
reports of the Secretary and Auditing 
Committee of this Federation, we find 
they agree, and so report. The duty of 
verifying and checking vouchers, receipts, 
certificates of deposit, etc., is one that 
devolves upon the Auditing Committee 
and that body has already submitted its 
report, and the same has been adopted. 

Your committee think this an oppor- 
tune time to direct attention to the neces- 
sity of further guarding all funds of the 
American Federation of Labor. The re- 
cent experience of the United Hatters of 
America makes it plain that the funds 
of this and kindred organizations are sub- 
ject to attachment upon order of the 
court, and we deem this matter suffi- 
ciently important to justify special con- 
sideration. We, therefore, recommend 
that Immediately following adjournment 
of this Convention the Executive Council 
take this matter under advisement and, 
if possible, devise and put in operation 
some method whereby the funds of this 
organization will be removed from the 
danger of attachment and be preserved 
subject only to such order as provided for 
in our Constitution and By-Laws. 

Your committee desire to express their 
approval of the manner in which the 
business affairs of the Treasurer's office 
have been administered under direction 
of the present incumbent. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


MAGNUS SINCLAIR, Chairman; 

HARRY 8. SHARPE, Secretary: 

D. F. MANNING, 

A. J. GALLAGHER. 

EK. W. SHIRK, 

JOHN SHERET, 

A. P. TIGHE, 

JAS. J. DARDIS, 

MISS CARRIE PARMER, 
Committee on Treasurer’s Report. 
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Delegate Mahon—I move that the report 
of the committee be approved and 
adopted. (Seconded by Delegate Sinclair.) 

Treasurer Lennon-—I desire to say a few 
words regarding safeguarding the funds 
of the Federation against Judgments from 
suits at law. The matter was discussed 
in a Council meeting a short time ago, but 
other business intervened and no definite 
conclusion was reached. After returning 
home I discussed the matter with one of 
the best lawyers in our city. He was un- 
able to point out any way it could be 
accomplished with absolute certainty that 
would not involve at some time or another 
perjury on the part of some one. I do not 
say the matter has been examined thor- 
oughly, for it has not. I think the recom- 
mendation of the committee is commend- 
able. It may be that further examination 
and investigation will lead us to some 
conclusion that will reach the end desired. 
I want to assure the delegates here that 
the Treasurer, as well as every member 
of the Council, is as desirous of reaching 
that end as anybody can possibly be. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Tighe and Delegate Furuseth. 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.)\—There is no 
question as to the gravity of the situa- 
tion that confronts, not only the Fed- 
eration, but the average international 
union that may have a sum of money 
on deposit in the bank. In fact, even 
local unions are in danger under the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court In the Hat- 
ters’ case. The funds of organized labor 
are practically at the mercy of any em- 
ployer who will attempt to go into 


“ court and prove he has been damaged 


by reascn of a strike or boycott. If the 
Executive Council has already consid- 
ered plans by and through which the 
funds can be protected, that is some- 
thing I know nothing about. It is a 
question, however, that will have to be 
arranged for In the future. I was going 
to suggest that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor move its headquarters to 
Cleveland, Ohio, for we have a bank 
there where any trade unlon can deposit 
funds and defy any court to reach them. 
Their plan is this: Say a local has one 
thousand dollars in its treasury. Noth- 
ing is to prevent that local from re- 
questing John Smith, a member of the 
local, from taking that money to the 
bank and securing depositor's certificates 
in its stead. He can then retnrn these 
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depositor’s certificates to the treasurer 
of the local union. There will be noth- 
ing on the books of the bank to 
show that the treasurer has a cent in 
the bank, and yet he can take these cer- 
tificates of deposit, keep them in his 
safe or in a deposit vault and go to the 
bank whenever he needs money and get 
his funds. 


Delegate Ramsay—The union men, Mr. 
Chairman, had an opportunity to place 
their treasuries beyond the reach of 
these persons, but they let that oppor- 
tunity pass by on November 3d. I hope 
and trust the day will come when the 
union men will forget political affilla- 
tions of the past when they see that 
laws are being enacted that take away 
from their rights, and laws that are on 
the books are being misinterpreted so as 
to take away the few rights that are 
left. There is only one correct way to 
reach this, ‘and that is to change the 
law. Whenever union men can stand to- 
gether and go to the legislatures ana 
say, “You who give us laws that give 
us equality we will recognize, and those 
of you who do not we will remember, 
not on the floor of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor and for- 
get at the ballot box, but we will re- 
member you there.” When you do that, 
those lawyers who are so decried at 
Convention time, and those legislators 
who are on the wrong side of the fence, 
will take heed and get over on the right 
side. If you have money in your treas- 
ury you cannot evade having it levied 
on so long as the right of injunction 
prevails and is so readily issued. 


President Gompers—Discussing this 
matter with competent attorneys this 
statement was made: ‘“Yes, suppose you 
do find a way by which through subter- 
fuge you evade the processes and order 
of the court in mulcting your organiza- 
tion in damages under the interpreta- 
tion of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, or 
by fines in cases of contempt proceed- 
ings-supnose you do that, the court 
may thereafter appoint a recelver, not 
necessarily in order to get the money 
you have in some way secreted, but to 
get the money that is being contributed.” 
The receiver would receive the per 
capita tax, the asse :sments or the vol- 
untary contributions, and then we would 
have, instead of the secretary-treasurers 
or the secretaries and treasurers of the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
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International unions receiving the pay- 
ments of the members and of the local 
and International unions, a court officer 
receiving the moneys and turning over to 
the courts the fines imposed and giving 
you what was left. In other words, the 
American labor movement, instead of be- 
ing conducted by its duly elected officers, 
would be conducted by receivers appointed 
by the courts. 


Delegate Furuseth—I would like to ask 
one of the British Fraternal Delegates to 
give us their experience. It is of great im- 
portance that we have all the information 
we can get on this question. 


\ Fraternal Delegate Skinner—Before the 
Taff Vale decision, which was a judge- 
made law, the unions were supposed to be 
immune In that resnect. If an offense was 
committed against the common law by an 
official of a labor union he was held re- 
sponsible, but the Taff Vale decision 
made the unions responsible in damages 
when they induced men to leave their 
work or tried to prevent other men from 
taking their places when they struck. 
The injunction was applied for against 
the Amalgamted Society of Railway 
Servants. The injunction was granted and 
the courts had charge of the union’s 
funds. The case was tried and the union 
found guilty of breach of contract and 
interfering with the business of the rall- 
way company. They were assessed in 
heavy damages. 


Then there was the miners’ case. Men 
working in a mine struck without the 
sanction of their executive council. They 
did not give the required notice, and that 
committed a breach of contract between 
themselves and their employers. Not- 
withstanding that, the union’s executive 
council decided to contribute towards the 
support of the men who were out. One 
of the members of the union was induced 
by the employers to take action in the 
court and get an injunction to prevent 
the union from using its funds for the 
benefit of the men on strike. That in- 
junction was granted and action taken 
against the miners’ union for stopping 
work and damaging the company. In 
the first instance, I think, the courts 
gave damages of something like £180,000 
against the Yorkshire Miners’ Associa- 
tion. 

A general election was well in sight 
at the time the last decision was given, 
and the Yorkshire miners Instructed their 
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council] to endeavor to have the case de- 
ferred until after the general election. 
That was a wise move, as events proved, 
because the decisions of courts often fol- 
low the ballots. They were successful 
in securing the postponement of the case 
until after the elctions, and to their as- 
toniehment, when the case went to the 
House of Lords, that body gave a ver- 
dict in favor of the miners’ organization. 
We are quite confident that had that 
case heen completed before the general 
elections it would have gone against the 
miners and placed them in a very serious 
position. 

We have had two aspects of this. We 
have had employers appeal to get in- 
junctions to prevent the men from using 
the money to maintain the men who 
were out, and, on the other hand, if an 
agent of the union was responsible for 
causing a single man to lose his em- 
ployment that man could immediately 
enter a case in court and claim heavy 
damages from the union for losing his 
situation. 

It seems te me you are in a position 
similar to the one we were in at that 
time. I have listened to the discussion 


very closely, and to schemes to drive a 
coach and four through the law. The 
lawyers are watching these things very 
closely and will manage to circumvent 
the unions. 

Fraternal Delegate Draper in the chair. 

A discussion of the Danbury Hatters’ 
case, and of the working of ‘‘govern- 
ment by injunctions’ generally was en- 
tered Into. This was followed by a dis- 
cussion of how these could be remedied 
by political action. Those taking part 
in the discussion were President Gom- 
pers, Delegates McCullough, O’Sullivan, 
Hayes (Max S.), Grout, Gallagher, Furu- 
seth and Walker. 

Or motion of Vice-President Duncan 
debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the Committee on Treasurer’s Report was 
carried. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.) moved that the 
report of the Adjustment Committee be 
made a special order of business for 
10 o’clock Wednesday morning. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

The Convention was adjourned under 
the rules to reconvene at 9 a. m. Tues- 
day, November 17th. 


SEVENTH DAY—Tuwuesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Tuesday, November 1l7th, Pres- 
{ident Gompers in the chair. 

@. F.), 
illiams 


ABSENTEES: Richardson 
Tracy (Thos. F.), Feeney, 

(Jos. J.), Kahn, Rickert, Hoag, Sarber, 
Miller (Owen), Balhorn, Tracy (Wm. J.), 
Thompson (8. J.), Welch, Hood, Robin- 
son (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Moore, 
Woodman, Kotera, Murray, Nutt, Gass, 
Snyder, Frazier (G. L.). 

Delegate Smith, secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Business, 
presented the following supplemental 
report: 

“We, your Committee on Rules and 
Order of Business, desire to present the 
following report on Resolution No. 70:” 

Resolution No. 70—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED (1), That permanent rules 
of order and business be made a part 
of laws of the American Federation of 
Labor, and that Article III be so 
amended as to not Include this Conven- 
tion committee, as by past experience it 
has been shewn that the committee’s 
work is a waste of time, and that each 
Convention so amends the report as to 
fit the temper of the times, and that 
whatever actual business is before the 
Convention will be transacted, no mat- 
ter what rules may be adopted. (2.) 
That the hours belonging to the legiti- 
mate transaction of business be not 
taken up with hair-splitting discussions 
emanating from either obtuseness, obli- 
quity or personal interest, to the de- 
traction of actual business; be it the 
sense of this Convention that the present 
rules of order be made permanent for 
each succeeding Convention, and that a 
three-fifths vote be required to change 
any provision. (3.) That the secretary 
shall prepare and submit to the Laws 
Committee a concrete draft of the pro- 
posed addition to the laws, to be re- 
ported to the Convention for adoption 
as permanent provisions. 

The committee reported non-concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

The report was signed by 

ALVIN C. HOWES, Chairman, 

GEORGE K. SMITH, Secretary, 

JAMES McKENZIE, 

J. J. MOCKLER, 

E. J. BRAIS, 

FRANK DETLEF, 

HENRY H. BOETTGER, 

A. G. LOBBENBERG, 
Committee. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


President Gompers—Delegate Flannery, 
of the Interior Freight Handlers’ Inter- 
national Union, has a report he will read 
to the Convention. 


Delegate Flannery read the following 
report: 


Denver, Colorado, November 16th, 1908. 


At a meeting arranged at Denver, 
Colorado, on November 16th, 1908, for the 
purpose of arranging certain differences 
between the Brotherhood of Rallway 
Clerks and the Interior Freight Hand- 
lers’ International Union, present: 

F. T. Hawley, President of the Switch- 
men’s Union of North America; H. B. 
Perham, President of the Order of Rail- 
road Telegraphers; P, . Flannery, 
President Interfor Freight Handlers’ In- 
ternational Unton; iibur Braggins, 
Grand President, Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks, it was agreed: 

That the membership of both organi- 
zations should remain as at present, but 
hereafter the line of jurisdiction shall be 
drawn as follows: 

The Interior Freight Handlers’ Inter- 
national Union will organize all men em- 
ployed in warehouses or on team tracks. 

The Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
will organize all clerks employed In gen- 
eral o » local freight offices and yard 
clerks. 

It was further agreed that both organ- 
izations will aid in carrying out the 
terms of this agreement. 

P. J. FLANNERY, 
President, Interior Freight Handlers’ 

International Union. 

WILBUR BRAGGINS, 
Grand President, Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks. 


Witnesses: 
H. B. PERHAM, 
F. T. HAWLEY. 


Delegate Mannery—Mr. President and 
Delegates: It affords me great honor 
and pleasure at this time to welcome 
anether sister organization of railroad 
men under the banner of true trades 
unionism into the American Federation 
of Labor. While we have had jurisdiction 
squabbles fer some time we have now 
found a ground, thanks to the President 
of the Switchmen’s Union and the Presi- 
dent of the Railway Telegraphers, on 
which we can meet and agree. Although 
we have had differences in the past we 
are now willing to forget them and walk 
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hand in hand in our work for the ad- 
vancement of the trades unlon move- 
ment of our country. 

I welcome the Order of Railway Clerks 
into the American Federation of Labor, 
and hope that no act of theirs will ever 
tarnish the fair name of this great Insti- 
tution. We hope before the close of the 
Convention to form a Railroad Section 
that will bring under our banner all the 
men engaged In the commercial divisions 
of the railway service. It will also be 
in our minds always to bring all the 
Railroad Brotherhoods under our banner. 

Delegate Mahon moved that the Con- 
vention endorse the agreement read by 
Delegate Flannery. (Seconded.) 

President Gompers—I know I speak the 
sentiment of every delegate to this Con- 
vention, as well as the sentiment of the 
great rank and file of our movement, in 
saying we are heartily glad to welcome 
them in. 

Delegate Mahon’s motion was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

Penargyl, Pa., Nov. 14, 198. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary American 

Federation of Labor, Denver, Colo. 

In Convention assembled the Interna- 
tional Union of Slate Workers sends 
greeting and hopes for the success of the 
Federation and the re-election of Samuel 
Gompers. 


THOMAS H. PALMER, Secretary. 


San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 16, 1908. 


The Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, 
american Federation of Labor, Denver, 
olo. 

The Asfatic Exclusion League of Cali- 
fornia sends cordial greetings and sin- 
cere expressions of gratitude for your 
valuable support in behalf of the White 
Man’s cause. We earnestly hope that 
you wll continue your efforts until the 
Congress of the United States gives to 
this country an Asiatic exclusion law 
that will effectually exclude all Oriental 
coolies. 

(Signed) 
O. 8. TVEITMOE, President, 
A. E. YOELL, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from 8. H. Loeb, President Den- 
ver Aerie No. 30, Fraternal Order Eagles, 
inviting the delegates to visit their club 
rooms Tuesday evening. 

Vice-President Morris, for the Enter- 
tainment Committee, announced that the 
ride about the city on Tuesday afternoon 
would be by carriages and automobiles 
instead of by street cars, as first an- 
nounced. 

Delegate Fiannery—I would like to 
move at this time that, inasmuch as the 
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charter of the Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks has been pending for some time, 
the same courtesy be extended to their 
President as was extended to the Presi- 
dent of the Operative Plasterers’ Associa- 
tion—that he be seated In this Conven- 
tion, without a vote. 

Secretary Morrison—I move to amend 
the motion that this Convention recom- 
mend to the Executive Council that a 
charter be issued to the Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks, and If charter is issued 
that Mr. Wilbur Braggins be seated as 
a delegate without vote. 

Delegate Flannery—I will accept that as 
part of my motion. 

The motion, as amended by Secretary 
Morrison, was carried. 

Delegate McArdie—I move that the re- 
port of the Committee on President’s 
Report be made a special order of busi- 
ness for 10 o’clock Thursday morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—Why not make it a 
special order for 9 o’clock and not waste 
the first hour of the session? 


Delegate McArdle—That will be per- 
fectly satisfactory to us, and I move 
that it be made a special order for 9 
o’clock Thursday morning. (Seconded and 
carried.) 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON INTERNATIONAL BROTHER- 
HOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


Delegate Sexton, chairman of the com- 
mittee, submitted the following: 

To the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

Greeting—Your Special Committee, to 
whom was referred the various resolu- 
tions and protests against the seating 
of delegates representing the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
respectfully submit the following report: 

The committee held five long sessions, 
considered all protests and resolutians 
submitted, and gave full hearing to both 
sides, going into not only the question 
of the eligibility of delegates, but also 
covered fully the unfortunate division 
existing in the Brotherhood. 

We recommend that F. J. McNulty and 
8. J. Fay be seated as the delegates 
from the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers with the full vote of 
the Brotherhood. These delegates having 
been elected by the regular and legal 
Convention of the Brotherhood held at 
Loulsville, Ky., in September, 196. We 
find no authority in the laws of the In- 
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ternationa] Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for the President to fill vacan- 
cies in the delegation, and, therefore, do 
not recommend the seating of F. J. 
Sweek, P. W. Collins and M. 8. Culver, 
who were appointed by President Mc- 
Nulty. Your committee finds from the 
evidence submitted that the contesting 
delegation, Brothers J. J. Reid, Harry 
Sherman and H. W. Potter, were not 
elected as delegates in accord with the 
laws of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, and are not, there- 
fore, entitled to seats in the Convention. 


Your committee further recommend 
that all officers, members and local 
unions of the Brotherhood make every 
effort possible to promote the holding of 
a special Convention in St. Louis, Mo., 
on January 18, 1909, and that under exist- 
ing circumstances every local should be 
represented. We recommend that Presi- 
dent McNulty and Secretary Collins issue, 
jointly, without delay, a circular urging 
the holding of sald special Convention 
and every local to be represented there- 
in. We also recommend that Brothers 
J. J. Reid and F. J. Sullivan, represent- 
ing the protesting delegation, issue a 
similar circular urging the holding of 
the special Convention in January, 1909, 
at St. Louis, Mo., and that all locals 
be there represented. 

Your committee also recommend that 
President Gompers be directed to issue a 
circular to all local unions of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers urging that the special Convention 
be held, that all local unions send dele- 
gates, and to embody in such circular 
the action of this Convention. 

Your committee find that the funds 
of the Brotherhood are not available for 
the necessary payment of benefits, and 
the general work af the Brotherhood, be- 
cause of injunction suits, attachments, 
etc., leaving the organization in a condi- 
tion that threatens the life and necessary 
work of the Brotherhood. 


Your committee, in order to relleve this 
unfortunate and perilous situation, rec- 
ommend that all suits at law tleing up 
the funds be withdrawn; that all funds 
now in hand or on deposit, or hereafter 
received, by either side to this contro- 
versy, be made a special trust fund in 
charge of a bank in Springfield, Ill., to 
be designated by President Gompers, to 
be paid out by said bank on orders or 
checks signed by Secretary P. W. Col- 
lins and Treasurer F. J. Sullivan, in ac- 
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cord with the laws of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

Your committee further recommend 
that the action of the special Conven- 
tion to be held in St. Louis, Missouri, 
in January next, be binding and final 
in accord with the Constitution of the 
Brotherhood, upon all questions sub- 
mitted thereto, and that all moneys in 
the trust fund be at the close of the 
Convention turned over to the proper 
officers of the Brotherhood, as desig- 
nated by said special Convention. 

Your committee further recommend 
that as soon as possible President Gom- 
pers appoint a prominent trade unionist 
to co-operate with all officers and mem- 
bers of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers to carry out the 
provisions of these recommendations, his 
salary and expenses to be paid by the 
American Federation of Labor. In case 
of any difference arising as to the car- 
rying out of the provisions of these 
recommendations, either as to the ex- 
penditure of money from the trust fund 
or any other of these recommenda- 
tions, the representative of the American 
Federation of Labor, appointed by Pres- 
ident Gompers, shall decide the matter 
at issue and his decision shall be final 
and binding on both sides; said repre- 
sentative shall also attend the special 
Convention provided for, in an advisory 
capacity. Your committee also recom- 
mend that, if possible, President Gom- 
pers attend said Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. A. SEXTON, Chairman, 
D. 8. FITZGERALD, 
JNO. B. LENNON, 
R. P. RUBIN, 
JAMES E. ROACH, Secretary, 
Special Committee. 


Delegate Perham—I move that the re- 
port of the committee be concurred in. 
(Seconded.) . 

The question was discussed at length 
by Mr. Potter. 

At the expiration of the time usually 
allowed a speaker Delegate Handley 
moved that Mr. Potter’s time be ex- 
tended. (The motion was seconded and 
carried.) 

The question was further discussed 
by Mr. Potter, Treasurer Lennon, Mr. 
Sweek, Mr. Reid, Delegate McNulty, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Culver, Mr. Collins and 
Mr. Sullivan. 
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On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the Special Committee was carried by a 
vote of 150 to 22. 

The announcement was made that 
Resolution No. 5 was referred from the 
Committee on State Organizations to 
the Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Coombe, Chairrhan of tc 
Committee on Credentials, submitted the 
following supplemental report: 

“Your committee on Credentials recom- 
mend the séating of William Morrison 
to represent the Dallas, Texas, Trades 
Assembly, with 1 vote; also the seating 
of George B. Lang, Fraternal Delegate 
from the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
Operative Union, without vote. 


(Signed) “ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secre- 


tary.’’ 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 


Chicago, TL, Nov. 15, 1986. 
American Federation of Labor, Conven- 
tion Hall, Denver, Colo. 


Chicago Federation of Labor, in regu- 
lar meeting assembled, by unanimous 
vote adopted the followi resolution: 

WHER Considerabie 
notoriety has of late been gi 
is termed a snub to the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, and since 
nothing has taken place in the last six 
months that can detract from the honor, 
honesty and integrity of this great labor 
leader; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our loy- 
alty to and confidence in the President 
of the American Federation of Labor— 
Samuel Gompers. 

JOHN FITZPATRICK, President, 
E. H. NOCKELS, Secretary. 


Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Hon. Joseph Olive, Mayor of 
Toronto, urging the Convention to hold 
its next Convention in that city. 

A communication from the President 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employes, A. B. 
Lowe, was also read, inviting President 
Gompers and Secretary Morrison to at- 
tend their Convention to be held in New 
Orleans in December. 

A communication was also read from 
the Chamber of Commerce of Elmira, 
N. Y., extending an invitation to the 
Convention to meet in that city in 190. 
The statement was made that the Mayor 
of Elmira joined in the invitation. 
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RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINDSS. 


The following are the rules and order 
of business as amended and adopted by 
this Convention: 

Rule 1—The convention shall be called 
to order 9 a. m., remain in session until 
12 o’clock noon; re-assemble at 2 p. m., 
and continue in session until 5:30 p. m. 
except on Saturday, which shall be a 
half-holiday. 

Rule 2—If a delegate while speaking be 
called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chalr, take his seat until the 
question of order is decided. 

Rule 3—Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4—No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks except it be to 
call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5—A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same question 
until all who wish to speak shall have 
had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule €6—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question with- 
out permission from the Convention. 

Rule 7—Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 8—A motion shall not be open for 
discussion until it has been seconded and 
stated from the chair. 

Rule 9—At the request of five members 
the mover of a motion shall be required 
to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10—When a question is pending 
before the Convention no motion shall 
be in order except to adjourn, to refer, 
for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain 
time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 11—Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable, except as limited 
by Roberts’ Rules of Order. 

Rule 12—A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 18—That the reports of committees 
shall be subject to amendments and sub- 
stitutes from the floor of the Convention, 
the same as other motions and resolu- 
tions. 

Rule 14—Any delegate failing to pre- 
sent his card within % minutes after 
the Convention is called to order shall 
be marked absent, but in the event of 
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unavoidable absence he may so report to 
the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 15—It shall require at least 380 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 16—All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introducer and the title 
of the organization he represents. 

Rule 17—No motion or resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or intro- 
ducer has had a chance to speak if he 
or she so desires. 

Rule 18—No resolutions shall be re- 
ceived after Friday’s session, November 
18, without unanimous consent of the 
Convention. 

Rule 19—When a roll call vote has 
been taken, and all delegates or delega 
tions present have had the opportunity to 
record their votes, the ballot shall be 
declared closed. 

Rule 20—When a roll call ballet has 
been ordered that no adjournment take 
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place until the result has been an- 
nounced. 

Rule 2Z1—Roberts’ Rules shall be the 
gulde on all matters not herein pro- 
vided. 

Rule 2-The main body of the hall 
shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1—-Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with unless 
called for. 

2—Report of Committee on Credentials. 

3—Report of Officers. 

4—Report of Regular Committees. 

5—Report of Special Committees. 

6—Unfinished Business. 

I—New Business. 

&—Election of Officers. 

9—Good of the Federation. 
10—Adjournment. 


At 1 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 9 a. m. Wednes- 
day, November 18th. 


EIGHTH DAY—Wednesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9a.m., Wednesday, November 18th, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Collins (P. W.), Will- 
iams (J. J.), Hoag, Miller (Owen), Gal- 
lagher, Tracy (Wm. J.), Martin, Byrnes, 
Tobin (D. J.), Powell, Thompson, Davis 
(Austin), Welch, Hood, Robinson (Harry 
P.), Breitenstein, Moore, Woodman, 
Kotera, Nutt, Frazier (G. L.). 

President Gompers—There exists two 
organizations of Railway Carmen, one af- 
filiated to the American Federation of 
Labor, the other unaffiliated, both of 
them international unions, and both 
claiming the same jurisdiction. For sev- 
eral years this matter has been in con- 
tention, and whatever efforts I could 
bring to bear to effect some agreement 
between these two bodies I brought to 
bear. <A conference was held some two 
months ago, but with little or no suc- 
cess; in fact, there was entire disagree- 
ment. I continued correspondence with 
the representatives of both organizations, 
however, and thinking they were in 2 
more yielding state of mind I invited 
them to send representatives here. I sug- 
gested that if they desired a representa- 
tive committee from the Convention, the 
Executive Council, or myself to act with 
the committees of both organizations, a 
closer union or amalgamation might be 
brought about. If the Convention will 
authorize the appointment of a commit- 
tee of three the Chair will appoint such 
a committee to endeavor to bring about 
harmony between these two organiza- 
tions. 


On motion of Delegate Fitzgerald the 
chair was authorized to appoint a Spe- 
cial Committee to confer with the repre- 
sentatives of the two organizations 
named. 

President Gompers appointed as such 
Special Committee Delegate Perham, Del- 
egate Flannery and Delcgate Braggins. 


Delegate Coombe, Chairman of the 
Committee on Credentials, presented the 
following supplemental report: 


“We hereby recommend the seating of 
Arthur A. Hay, representing the Los An- 
geles Central Labor Council, with one 
vote. 

(Signed) 
"ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secretary.”’ 


Recommendation concurred in and Dele- 
gate Hay seated. 

Vice-President Mitchell, for the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies, 
submitted the following report: 

Resolution No. 6—By Delegates J. J. 
Sullivan and W. F. Costello, of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers: 


WHEREAS, Article XI, Section of 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
stitution stipulates specifically that no 
Central Body affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor shall reject creden- 
tials presented by a duly elected or ap- 
pointed delegation of a local union char- 
tered by a national or International unlon 
having afflliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers have made application for 
affiliation with Central Bodies afflliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and the same have been rejected; there- 
fore, be It 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor immedi- 


ately noti all Central Bodies affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
that they shall immediately comply with 


Article I, Section 8, of the American 
Federation of Labor Constitution. 

The committee reported concurrence In 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President Mitchell—That concludes 
the report of the Committee on Local 
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anG Federated Bodies, which Is signed by 
the full committee: 


JOHN MITCHELL, Chairman: 
VICTOR A. OLANDER, 

WM. TOBIN. 

JOHN CAREY, 

ARTHUR MUHLEMAN, 
JOHN MORRISSEY, 

A. F. STARK, 

JOHN E, LONGSTREET, 

R. H. CURRAN, 


J, E. . 
R. E. ROLLINS, 
EY 


P. MALONEY, 
EUGENE MERZ, 
H. P. ROBINSON, Secretary. 


Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Special 
Committee on Lincoln Celebration, pre- 
sented the following report, which was 
amended to read as follows: 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
CENTENNIAL. 


We, your Special Committee, to whom 
was referred that portion of the report 
of the Executive Council dealing with the 
Lincoln Centennial, beg leave to report as 
follows: 

The leading incidents in the early life 
of the men who have most decidedly in- 
fluenced the destinies of our republic 
present a striking similarity. The de- 
tails, of course, differ; but the story, in 
outline, is the same—'‘‘the short and sim- 
ple annals of the poor.” 

Of obscure parentage—accustomed to 
toll from their tender years—with few 
facilities for the education of the school 
—they struggled on, independent, self-re- 
liant, till by their own personality they 
had hewed their way to the positions for 
which thelr individual] talents and pecu- 
Harities stamped them as best fitted. 
Children of nature, rather than of art, 
they have ever in their later years—amid 
scenes and associations entirely dissimi- 
lar to those with which in youth and 
early manhood they were familiar—re- 
tained something indicative of their ori- 
gin and training. In speech or in action 
—often in both—they have smacked of 
their native soll. If they have lacked 
the grace of the courtier, ample compen- 
sation has been afforded in the honesty 
of the men. If their address was at 
times abrupt, it was at least frank and 
unmistakable. Both friend and foe knew 
exactly where to find them. Unskilled in 
the subtlety of the mere politician or the 
self-seeker, they have borne themselves 
straightforward to the points whither 
their judgment and conscience directed. 
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Such men may have been deemed fit sub- 
jects for the jests and sneers of more 
cultivated peoples, but they are none the 
less dear to us as Americans—will none 
the less take their place among those 
whose names the good, throughout the 
world, will not willingly let die. 

Of this class, pre-eminently, was Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the sixteenth president of 
the United States, son of Thomas and 
Nancy Lincoln—the former a Kentuckian, 
the latter a Virginian—who was born 
February 12, 1809, near Hodgenville, the 
county seat of what is now known as 
Le Rue county, Kentucky. 

The hardships and privations of his 
early life are too well known to call for, 
or necessitate, a recital here. We be- 
lieve, were he living now, he would be 
an ardent exponent of the principles 
promulgated by the American Federation 
of Labor in its contest for {industrial 
freedom, government by law, and equal- 
ity of all before the law. We believe it 
timely to quote a few sentences from 
speeches and messages delivered by Mr. 
Lincoln prior to, and during, the time 
that he occupied the presidency, which, 
in our opinion, apply somewhat to the 
industrial situation as we find it to-day: 


I believe this government cannot en- 
dure rmanently half slave and half 
free. ringfleld, Illinois, June, 1868. 


Thank God, we have a system of Labor 
where there can be a strike. Whatever 
the pressure, there is a int where the 
workingman may stop.—Speech at Hart- 
ford, 1860, referring to the New England 
Shoeworkers’ great strike. 


I am glad to see that a system of la- 
bor prevails in New England under which 
the laborers can strike when they want 
to. © © © I like the system which lets 
a man quit when he wants to, and wish 
it might prevail everywhere.—Speech in 
New Haven, Conn., March 6, 1860. 

I hold that while man exists it is his 
duty to improve, not only his own con- 
dition, but to assist in ameliorating the 
condition of mankjnd.—Speech at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, February 12, 1861. 

am exceedingly anxious that this 
Union, the Constitution, and the liber- 
ties of the people shall be perpetuated 
in accordance with the original idea for 
which the Revolution was made.—Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, Feb. 21, 1861. 

If this country cannot be saved without 
giving up the principle of Liberty, I was 
about to say I would rather be assassin- 
ated on this spot than surrender it.— 
Speech at Independence Hall, Philadel- 
phla, Feb. 21, 1861. 

Labor is prior to and independent of 
capital. Capital is only the fruit of Ja- 
bor. Capital could never have existed 
if labor had not first existed. Labor Is 
the superior of capital and deserves 
much the more consideration.—From the 


+ 


194 


First Annual Message of President Lin- 
coln. 


Having thus chosen our course, with- 
out guile and with pure purpose, let us 
renew our trust in God, ana go torward 
without fear and with manly hearts.— 
Message Dec. 1, 1862. 


In giving freedom to the slaves, we 
assured freedom to the free; honorable 
alike in what we give and what we pre- 
serve.—Message Dec. 1, 1862. 

I hope peace will soon come, and come 
to stay; and so come as to be worth the 
keeping at all future time.—Springfleld 
Letter of Aug. 26, 1868. 

I claim not to have controlled events, 
but confess plainly that events have con- 
trolled me.—Letter to A. G. Hodges, 
April 4, 1664. 

shall not attempt to retract or modify 
the emancipation proclamation, nor shall 
I return to slavery any person who is 
free by the terms of that proclamation, 
or by any of the acts of Congress.-— 
Amnesty Proclamation, Dec. 8, 1864. 

With malice towards none, with char- 
ity for all, with firmness in the right, as 
God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in. 
—Last Inaugural, March 4, 1866. 


We are also of the opinion that through 
this report the second inaugural address 
delivered by President Lincoln in the 
city of Washington on Saturday, March 
4, 186, should be brought to the attention 
of the trades unionists of this country. 
It reads as fcllows: 


Fellow Countrymen: At this appear- 
ance to take the oath of the Presidential 
office there is less occasion for an ex- 
tended address than there was at the 
first. Then a statement somewhat in de-~ 
tail of a course to be pursued seemed 
very fitting and proper. Now, at the ea- 
niration of four years, during which pub- 
lic declarations have constantly been 
called forth on every point and phase 
of the great contest which still absorbs 
the attention and engrosses the ener- 
gies of the nation, little that is new 
could be presented. 


The progress of our arms, upon which 
all else chiefly depends, is as well known 
to the public as to myself, and it is, I 
trust, reasonably satisfactory and en- 
couraging to all. With high hope foi 
the future, no prediction in regard to it 
is ventured. On the occasion correspond- 
ent to this four years ago, all thoughts 
were anxiously directed to an impend- 
ing civil war. All dreaded it, all sought 
to avoid it. While the Inaugural address 
was being delivered from this place, de- 
voted altogether to saving the Union 
without war, insurgent agents were in 
the city seeking to destroy It, without 
war: seeking to dissolve the Union and 
divide the effects by negotiation. 


Both parties deprecated war, but one 
of them would make war rather than let 
the nation survive and the other would 
accept war rather than let It perish, and 
the war came. 
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One-eighth of the whole population 
were colored slaves, not distributed gen- 
erally over the Union, but locat in 
the southern part of it. These siaves 
constituted a peculiar and powerful in- 
terest. All knew that this interest was 
somehow the cause of the war. To 
strengthen, perpetuate and extend this 
{interest was the object for which the 
insurgents would rend the Union by war, 
while the government claimed the right 
to do no more than to restrict the ter- 
ritorial enlargement of it. Neither party 
expected the magnitude or the duration 
which it has already obtained. Neither 
anticipated that the cause of the con- 
flict might cease, even before the con- 
flict itself should cease. Each looked for 
an easier triumph and a result less fund- 
amental and astounding. Both read the 
same Bible and pray to the same God, 
and each invokes his aid against the 
other. It may seem strange that any 
man should dare to ask a just God's as- 
sistance in wringing his bread from the 
sweat of the other men’s faces. But let 
us judge not, that we be not judged. 

The prayer of both should not be an- 
swered. That of neither has been an- 
swered fully. The Almighty has his pur-. 
poses. ‘‘Woe unto the world because of 
offenses, for it must needs be that of-' 
fenses will come: but woe to that man by 
whom the offense cometh.” If we shall 
suppose that American slavery is one or 
these offenses which. in the Providence of 

» must needs come, but which, hav- 
ing continued through his appointed time, 
he now wills to remove, and that he gives 
to both North and South this terrible 
war as the woe due to these by whom 
the offense came, shall we discern therein 
any departure from those divine attrib- 
utes which the believers in a living God 
always ascribc to him? 

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we 
pray, that this mighty scourge of wat 
may speedily pass away. Yet if God 
wills that it continue until all the wealth 
piled by the bondsman’s two hundred 
and fifty years of unrequited toil shall 
be sunk and until every drop of blood 
drawn by the lash shall be paid by an- 
other drawn with the sword, as was 
said three thousand years ago, so still 
it must be said that the ju ents of 
the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether. 

With malice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the right. as 
God ves us to see the right, let us 
strive to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds, to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow and his orphans, to 
do all which may achieve and cherish 
a just and lasting peace among ourselves 
and with all nations. 


We might go on and cite many other 
occasions when President Lincoln, in a 
pronounced and heartfelt manner, exhib- 
ited his love and sympathy for the toll- 
ing masses of his country, but we deem 
any lengthy reference in that line unneo- 
essary. Millions of the American pee 
ple will assemble at different points 
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throughout the United States on the 12th 
day of February next for the purpose of 
paying tribute to his accomplishments 
and to commemorate the hundredth an- 
niversary of his birth. There are none 
among them, however, who have a bet- 
ter right to participate in the proposed 
ceremony or who would enter into the 
task with more vigor than the various 
trades-unionists who form the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be It 
RESOLVED, By this, the Twenty- 
eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, that the Exec- 
utive Council be, and is hereby, in- 
structed to co-operate in a fitting man- 
ner in support of the movement to make 
of Abraham Lincoln's birthplace a per- 
petual Mecca for all who love liberty and 
humanity; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That Friday, February 12, 
1909, the centennial anniversary of the re- 
vered and martyred Lincoln, be made a 
holiday wherever possible by the respect- 
ive labor unions affillated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor; and, be it fur- 
ther 
RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
Congress of the United States and the 
Legislatures of the several states to make 
February 12th an annual legal holiday; 
and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be and is hereby authorized to be duly 
represented in any national celebratlon 
which may be inaugurated or which they 
may initiate, so that the day and mem- 
ory of the advent and services of this 
great and good man may be fittingly ob- 
served and impressed upon the hearts 
and consciences of our people. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. A. HAYES, Chairman, 
D. G. RAMSAY, Secretary; 
JAMES M. LYNCH, 
WwW. D. RYAN, 
EDMOND F. WARD, 
JO EVANS, 
J. MAHLON BARNES, 
NELLIE O’BOY, 
ELIAS BREIDENBACH, 
T. C. KELSEY, 
HUGH KIRK, 
JOHN T. BUTLER, 
D. J. TOBIN, 
HOWARD O. SMITH, 
HUGH McDONALD. 


Delegate McCullough—I move you the 
adoption of the report, and in order to 
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show fittingly the feeling of this Conven- 
tion toward the memory of the great 
president, I move that the vote be a ris- 
ing one. 

The motion was seconded, and after a 
slight amendment of the language of the 
report, and some additions suggested by 
Delegate Furuseth and Vice-President 
Mitchell, was carried by unanimous ris- 
ing vote. 


Delegate Hayes (Max S.) asked the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. No ob- 
jection being offered, Delegate Hayes in- 
troduced the following: 


Resolution No. 9%—By Delegate Max 8. 
Hayes, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 


WHEREAS, There are to exceed four 
million unemployed men in the United 
States, many with families dependent 
upon them for support. This vast army 
of men are denied access to the means 
of earning a living by the industrial 
monarchs who own and control the ma- 
chinery of production and distribution. 
Already on the verge of starvation, 
thousands of unemployed are now sub- 
ects of charity. The bread line of New 

ork, the thousands of hungry school 
children in Chicago, the riots in Phila- 
delphia, Cleveland and other cities among 
unemployed men for opportunities to 
work, and other manifestations reflected 
in the daily newspapers indicate the 
heartrending circumstances that are 
prevalent and the aggravated conditions 
that in a measure extend to every lo- 
cality. 

These millions of unemployed are idle 
and helpless through no fault of their 
own. A large percentage of them are 
union men who are, to all intents and 
purposes, locked out. Unionists and non- 
unionists alike are suffering the bitter 
pangs of a long-drawn industrial depres- 
sion, and all their means of sustenance 
have been exhausted. On the verge of 
starvation, facing the blasts of inhos- 
itable winter, their anguish of privation 
s terrible to contemplate. 

This army of unemployed is a standing 
menace to good government, to organ- 
fzed labor and the best elements of so- 
cial order. Laws and union rules cannot 
long restrain the gnawing anguish of 
empty stomachs. Men, strong men, are 
driven to desperation by the mute ap- 
peal from the loving eyes of a blanch- 
faced wife or the stified cries of hungry 
children. 

As citizens of this nation every un- 
employed individual who is willing to 
work is justified in demanding from his 
government the inherent right of earn- 
ing an honest living. It is not enough 


to say, ‘all places are filled,’ “there 
is no work.’ Work can and must be 
provided. 


Realizing the urgent need of the work- 
ers now unemployed and recognizing the 
debasing influence of charity misapplied; 
therefore, 





196 


We demand that justice prevail and 
opportunit be provided for the imme- 
diate relief of the unemployed. We urge 
that municipal, state and federal gov- 
ernments at once take steps to furnish 
work by constructing schools and other 
government buildings, by protecting for- 
ests and reforesting cut over and waste 
lands, by building canals and extending 
deep waterways, by draining swamp 
lands, by building dykes and docks, by 

redging harbors, by building roads and 
improving roadways and streets, by 6X- 
tending geological and agricultural sur- 
veys, by any or all means intended to 
employ the involuntarily idle and suffer- 
ing of our citizenship in whom we desire 
to forever maintain the spirit of inde- 
pendence and freedom, tempered with 
sentiments of justice and love of order 
that must prevail to preserve a republic 
of freemen. 


Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.), Secretary of the 
Committee on Adjustment, presented the 
following report: 


“Denver, Colo., November 18, 1908. 


‘The Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, Am- 
erican Federation of Labor: 

“Your Committee on Adjustment, ap- 
pointed to hear, and, if possible, adjust 
disputes of jurisdiction between affiliated 
organizations, have given all parties an 
opportunity to be heard on those ques- 
tions submitted to us, and report for 
your consideration the following: 


Resolution No. 76-By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, For nearly three years 
the Quarry Workers’ International Union 
has been engaged in controversy with the 
employers of granite workers in Bebe 
Plains, Quebec district, who have organ- 
ised a dual union for their scabs, refusing 
to sign an eight-hour agreement with an 
affillated body of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Paving Cutters’ Union 
has deliberately and persistently sent the 
members of its organization into the af- 
fected district to cut stone quarried by 
opposition labor and taken the places of 
our men on strike for an American Fed- 
eration of Labor union, and as the Pav- 
ing Cutters’ Union still maintains the 
same position; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is detrimental to 
the best interests of organized labor in 
Canada and the United States, and is 
therefore condemned; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is suspended until 
it ceases giving ald and comfort to an 
employers’ ansoclation whose watch-word 
is Canada for Canadians and disruption 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


The committee reported as follows: 


. Convention relates 
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“The representatives of the two inter- 
ested parties expressed the opinion that 
they would be able to agree within a 
period of sixty days. 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject-matter of the resolution be referred 
to the Quarry Workers and Paving Cut- 
ters’ Unions for final settlement.’’ 


On motion of Delegate Fitzgerald the 
recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. u 


MOVING PICTURE MACHINE OPER- 
ATORS. 


Resolution No. 3 of the Norfolk 
to the question of 
jurisdiction over Moving cture Ma- 
chine Operators. After considerable cor- 
respondence between President Gom 
ers and the executive officers of e 
Stage Employes, and Electrical Work- 
ers, the representatives of these or- 

nizations met in conference with 

esident Gompers at Washington and 
an agreement reached. Later it de 
veloped that the Actors’ organisation 
also made claim for jurisdiction over the 
picture machine operators. A conference 
was thereupon held in New York City 
when it developed that the Theatrical 
Stage Employes at their last Convention 
had repudiated the agreement entered 
into between them and the Electrical 
Workers. An effort is now being made to 
have representatives of these three or- 

nizations meet in conference with 
President Gompers as early as possible 
after the close of this Convention. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 


“The representatives of the interested 
organizations, having agreed to meet for 
the purpose of settling their jurisdiction- 
al dispute, committee recommend: 

“That President Gompers arrange & 
conference of the representatives of the 
three organizations at the earliest possi- 
ble date to settle controversy.”’ 

On motion of Delegate Lewis, seconded 
by Vice-President O’Connell, the recom- 
mendation of the committee was con- 
curred in. 


BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY 
CLERKS—CHARTER APPLI- 
CATION. 


The Brotherhood of Railwa Clerks 
made application for charter. he repre- 
sentative of the Interior Freight Hand- 
lers and Warehousemen’s International 
Union protested against its issuance, 
claiming that their International Union 
covered Railway Clerks. These matters 
came before the Executive Council, and 
we directed that a conference be held 
by the representatives of both organiza- 
tions with President Gompers in an ef- 
fort to reach an agreement relative to 
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jurisdiction claims. Without commenting 
upon the matter we are of the opinion 
that arrangements should be ma by 
which the charter should be issued. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 

“The parties to this controversy, at the 
suggestion of the committee, agreed to 
settle their differences, and have re- 
ported to this Convention, and that re- 
port was ratified.’ 

On motion of Delegate Lewis the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 27-By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, The stability and progress 

of every labor organization can only be 
secure and effective by joint action 

based upon solidarity; and 

WHEREAS, Labor organizations are 
atrengthened and advanced by such co- 
operation; and 

REAS, The Walters’ craft is one 

of those which can be placed upon & 
plane above all others if every branch 
connected proceeds in solid phalanx; and 

WHEREAS, It being a fact that 
Waiters’ Union, Local No. 6, Branch B, 
ever since it was organized in 1885 under 
the name of the Amalgamate1 Waiters’ 
Union No. 1, has done everything in its 
power to establish strict union condi- 
tions in restaurants, halls and parks, 
but could not accomplish very great re- 
sults, because the necessary assistance 
was refused by the largest, strongest 
and mightiest union in our calling, the 
American Federation of Musicians No. 310, 
of New York, their co-operation being 
requested and urged for many years; and 

WHEREAS, It is an indisputable fact 
that if these Musicians had supported 
the Waiters at New York not one non- 
union hall or park would exist, but all 
would be strictiy union; and 

WHEREAS, Great results would obtain 
by the co-operation of the Musicians with 

Waiters; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Denver, Colo., urge 
the American Federation of Musicians 
No. 310 to act jointly with the Waiters’ 
Local Union No. 5, Branch B, by only 
furnishing music to strictly union places 
and refusing to play in non-union places 
until union conditions prevail. 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject matter be referred to the parties at 
interest for final adjustment.’’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Frank 
Detlef, of the International Wood Carv- 
ers Association of North America: 

RESOLVED, That jurisdiction over 


the Machine and Spindle Wood Carvers 
fs hereby given by the delegates assem- 


197 


bled in the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, to the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“The committee recommend that the 
representatives of the International 
Wood Carvers’ Association and the 
Spindle Wood Carvers’ organization meet 
for the purpose of adjusting the juris- 
dictional dispute.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Detlef—I cannot see why the 
committee should make such a report. 
There is no organization of Spindle 
Wood Carvers in existence. For that 
reason we do not know who to confer 
with. 

Vice-President O’Connell, Chairman of 
the Committee—The laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor require that if 
an organization has a grievance with 
some other organization, and there is a 
question of extending their charter In a 
way that will affect some other organiza- 
tion, there shall first be a conference held 
by those concerned before it will be 
handled by the American Federation of 
Labor. If there is no other organization 
that has a complaint the application can 
come before the Executive Council. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Detief and Delegate Lewis. 

Delegate Mulcahy discussed the ques- 
tion at some length, and stated that the 
Woodworkers conceded jurisdiction of 
the hand carvers to the Wood Carvers’ 
Association, but that the machine 
spindle carvers were a part of the Wood- 
workers’ organization, 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 62—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, The dispute between Lo- 
cal Union No. 60, Shipwrights’ Interna- 
tional, and Local Union No. 696, United 
Brotherhood Carpenters and Joiners of 
America (located at Tampa, Fla.), as 
contained in Resolution o. 89 of the 
Norfolk Convention, was referred (by 
said Convention), on recommendation of 
Committee on Adjustment, to the gen- 
eral officers of the respective interna- 
tional unions; and 

WHEREAS, The General President of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, reporting on the 
subject-matter to the International 
Union of Shipwrights, stated that upon 
investigation he had found the matter 
had been satisfactorily settled by a com- 
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mittee representing the two local unions 


interested; and 
Third Vice-President 


WHEREAS, 
Hankins, of the International Union of 


Shipwrights (domiciled at Tampa, Fla.), 
reports that nothing whatsoever has been 
done to adjust the grievance; that mem- 
bers of Local 696, United Brotherhood 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, still 
continue to work for less than the stand- 
ard rate of shipwrights’ wages, and also 
work in harmony with non-union ship- 
caulkers, thereby perpetuating the open 
shop; an 

WHEREAS, Such conduct on the part 
of members of Local No. 696, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
is contrary to the principles of organized 
labor and should not be tolerated; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED That the delegates at- 
tending this Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention request the esident of the 
American ederation of Labor to in- 
struct a district organizer to proceed to 
Tampa, Fla., and investigate this griev- 
ance, with a view of bringing about an 
amicable settlement between the two 
local unions interested. 

The committee reported as follows: 

‘Representatives of interested organl- 
zations have expressed the belief that a 
representative of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor could settle the dispute. 

“Committee recommend that President 
Gompers be instructed to send a repre- 
sentative of the American Federation of 
Labor to Tampa, Florida, to meet repre- 
sentatives of the Carpenters and Ship- 
wrights, for the purpose of settling their 
controversy.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank)—There is no 
dispute at Tampa between the Ship- 
wrights and the Carpenters. This ques- 
tion came before the Norfolk Convention 
and was referred to the Adjustment 
Committee. The committee recommended 
that it be referred to the two Interna- 
tional organizations in interest. The 
Secretary of the Shipwrights took the 
matter up with the President of the Car- 
penters. President Huber took the mat- 
ter up with our local in Tampa, and re- 
ceived the reply that there was no 
trouble there; that representatives of 
both organizations had met and settled 
their own difficulties. 

Vice-President O’Connell—There is no 
doubt in the minds of the committee but 
that what Delegate Duffy says is true. 
We feel, however, that an investigation 
might be made by a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor who fs 
in that locality. That will take the 
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matter away from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor altogether. 

Delegate Kirk—There is no question of 
the good faith of both organizations, but 
there is conflicting testimo on both 
sides, and we would like to have an in- 
dependent Investigation made. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Huber, Fitzgerald and Lewis. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


UPHOLSTERERS — CARRIAGE AND 
WAGON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 


%. relative to the dispute between the 


above named organizations, has received 
the attention of this Council at several 
meetings. Representatives of both or- 
ganizations submitted their cases in 
writing to the Executive Council at the 
January meeting, but no settlement was 
reached. The Secretaries of both organi- 
gations in interest stated in communica- 
tions that they are trying to bring about 
an adjustment, but nothing has been 
accomplished in this direction. At the 
meeting of the Executive Council held 
in June, the following resolution was 
8 SOLVE 

u D, That inasmuch as eve 
effort has been made to bring about = 
settlement without success, that this 
fact „be reported to the Denver Conven- 
y dhe matter is 1 berefore submitted to 

or such action as you ma 
advisable to take. y y deem 
esolution No. By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The carriage and auto- 
mobile upholsterers or trimmers of the 
country are practically unorganized, and 
because of this fact the employers in that 
industry are introducing an unlimited 
number of apprentices to learn the trade, 
with a view of flooding the market with 
labor of that class; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America real- 
ize that unless the carriage and automo- 
bile upholsterers or trimmers are p 
erly organized and a stop put to the 
efforts of the employers to flood the 
market with so-called mechanics who 
have only learned to do a small part of 
the work required of a competent 
mechanic, this class of men will eventu- 
ally be used as strike breakers in the 
future when disputes arise with the em- 
ployers, and as a consequence it will 
affect all branches of the upholstert 
craft and be a menace to the welfare OF 
our membership at large. 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America belleve 
that the men in that industry can be 
successfully organized, and we are ready 
to place organizers In the field to bring 
about this result; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the merican 
Federation of Labor recognize the full 
jurisdiction of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America over 
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this class of work, and that the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor in- 
struct their organizers to co-operate in 
every way possible for the purpose of 
thoroughly organizing the craft. 


The committee reported as follows: 


“The representative of the Upholsterers 
expressed the opinion to the committee 
that the controversy could be settled 
within sixty days, if a proper effort was 
made. 

“Your committee recommend that 
President Gompers be instructed to as- 
sist in the settlement of the jurisdictional 
dispute between the Upholsterers’ and 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ Unions.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Hatch, 
as an amendment to the report of the 
committee: 

“That the matter be disposed of by the 
Convention conceding jurisdiction of the 
Carriage Upholsterers to the Interna- 
tional Upholsterers’ Union of North Am- 
erlca.” The amendment was not enter- 
tained. 


The report of the committee was 
adopted. 


’ Resolution No. 4—By Delegates James 
O'Connell, Eugene Sarber, A. F. Stark, 
Thomas Van Lear and H. W. Churchill 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists was chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor and 
conceded, so far as the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has a right to do so, 
jurisdiction over all work performed by 
machinists, regardless where such work 
is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter of affiliation 
to the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors over the protest of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, 
because the jurisdictions claims made by 
the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, namely: that members of 
the sald organization should be con- 
ceded the right to assemble, erect or re- 
pair engines, pumps, dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
clation of Machinists has always had, 
and still claims, jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erecting and repalring ot 
engines, pumps and dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators or performing similar work, 
regardless of where said machines may 
be assembled, erected or repaired; and 

WHEREAS, The executive officers of 
the International Association of Ma- 


who moved . 
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chinists, with a view to adjusting said 
dispute between the two organizations, 
and with the further view of carrying 
out the laws of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, appointed a committee of 
its national officers to meet with a 
similar committee of the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors. Said 
meeting was held between the represen- 
tatives of both organizations at the 
headquarters of the International Union 
of Elevator Constructors, 1529 Nineteenth 
street, Philadelphia, Pa., August 29, 1908. 
No adjustment or agreement was 
reached. The representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Elevator Construc- 
tors refused to concede that the assem- 
bling, erecting or repairing of engines, 
pumps, dynamos and other machinery 
necessary to operate elevators was the 
work of a machinist; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists to 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
were instructed to bring this contro- 
versy to the attention of this Conven- 
tion, with a view to having a decision. 
rendered that should be binding upon 
both organizations; thereforg, be It 

RESOLVED, By the delegates assem- 
bled at the Twenty-Eighth Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
that the International Association of 
Machinists has jurisdiction over the as- 
sembling, erection or repairing of en- 
gines, pumps, dynamos and other ma- 
chinery necessary to operate elevators in 
buildings or elsewhere. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject matter of this resolution be referred 
to the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for investigation 
and final decision as to jurisdiction.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted. 

Delegate McNulty—Is it the intention 
of the resolution to also have the Elec- 
trical Workers present at that meeting? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—The report of the committee 
recommends that the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor for investiga- 
tion and final decison as to jurisdiction. 
If there are any jurisdiction disputes be- 
tween any other people in connection 
with this work I assume the Executive 
Council or the pyoperly authorized rep- 
resentatives will direct them to appear 
when the matter is taken up for adjust- 
ment. 

Delegate Van Lear spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, and moved 
as an amendment that the decision of 
the Executive Council be rendered within 


the next ninety days. (Seconded.) 


The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Young, Delegate Feeney, Vice- 
President O’Connell, Vice-President Dun- 
can, Delegates Tazelaar, Duffy (Frank), 
Sarber and Churchill. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Van Lear, that the decision of the Exe- 
cutive Council be rendered within ninety 
days, was carried, and the report of the 
committee, as amended, was adopted. 

Resolution No. & and the portion of 
the report of the Executive Council 
under the caption of ‘Paperhangers- 
Painters’’ were considered under one re- 
port of the committee. 

Resolution No. 65—By Delegate Arnold 
B. MacStay, of the New York City Cen- 
tral Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the Amerioan Federation of Labor 


Resolution No. 159 was introduced by 
Delegate James P. Holland, representing 


the New York Central Federated Union, 

relating to the controv between the 

Brotherhood of Paigters, rators and 
the Paper 


Paperhangers and 
Said resolution was amended, instructing 
the Executive Council to give a complete 
hearing to the Paperhangers’ grievance, 
and to settle the same consistent with the 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and report results to the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor: therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to make & 
report at this Convention of their find- 
ings, and refer the same to the proper 
committees, so that a settlement of the 
difficulty complained of can be perma- 
nently settled at this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


PAPERHANGERS-PAINTERS. 


During our Chicago meeting a commit- 
tee representing the Paperhangers’ Local 
Unions, clalmi to be aggrieved by the 
action of the otherhood of Painters 
Decorators and Paperhangers, appea 
before the Executive Council. This sub- 
ject-matter came before us as per Resolu- 
tion No. 18, of the Norfolk Convention, 
and was referred.to the Executive Coun- 
cell, ‘To give a full and complete hearing 
to the Paperhangers’ grievance, and, after 
such a hearing. the Executive Council 
shall take such steps to settle said 
grievance as are consistent with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
report the result to the next Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor.’ 

The Panerhangers’ Unions, as well as 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers, were ably represented. 
Upon the facts of the complaint there 
was no dispute: as to whether the com- 
Diaints were just, was contended for by 
the representatives of the Paperhangers’ 
Union and contested by the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood. 

It is necessary to briefty recount the 
matter upon which the complaint is 
based. The Brotherhood of Painters 
claimed jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


ers and Paperhangers’ Unions. There ex- 
fisted at the time a National Paperhang- 
ers’ Protective and Beneficial Association 
claiming jurisdiction over the Pa rhang- 
ers. The latter frequentiy made a 
cation for charter to the American Fed 
eration of Labor, which was denied. The 
Givision continued. <As the result of re- 
peated efforts conferences were held re- 
sulting in amalgamation being accom- 
plished upon an agreement, the conditton 
substantially being full autonomy over 
Paperhangers conceded to the Paper- 
hangers’ nions. This ment was 
ratified by a Convention of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Pa 

ers, and ratified by a referendum 
vote of the membership. Since then the 
Brotherhood has changed its laws, by 
which are impeired the conditions of the 
agreement upon which the amalgamation 
was effected. 

Against this the representatives of the 
Paperhangers’ Unions protest. The rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood insist 
that the Brotherhood possesses the right 
to change the laws as its judgment 
directs. 

We entered into an exhaustive heart 
and discussion of the controversy, an 
decided that President Gompers should 
communicate with the officers of the 
Brotherhood and the representatives of 
the Paperhangers’ Local Unions, that 
“the terms upon which amalgamatipn 
was effected are In fact agroements, and 
in effect and practically in the form of 
treaties. and that the conditions and 
terms upon which amalgamation was 
effected should be adhe to as closel 
as possible, unless they are altered wit 
the consent of both parties thereto.” 

This was communicated to the repre- 
sentatives of the Brotherhood as well as 
of the Local Unions of Paperhangers b 
President Gompers under date of guy 
1908. We have no information as to any 
further developments upon this subject, 
or whether the Brotherhood has taken 
action in conformity with the artion 
taken by the Executive Council, at 
Chicago, and communicated in that 
etter. 


The committee reported as follows: 

"Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to President 
Gompers to investigate whether or not 
the agreement entered into between the 
Paperhangers and Painters when they 
amalgamated is being complied with.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


Resolution No. 48—By Delegate C. O. 
Young. of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor (presented by request): 

The purpose of this communlcation is 
to bring to your attention a matter 
which is of vital importance to a great 
number of tollers who are now partially 
organized, and who, if proper recogni- 
tion was secured to them. would aug- 
ment their numbers three-fold tn a short 
space of time. 

The Longshoremen on the Pacific 
Coast were at one time affiliated with 
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an organization chartered from the 
American Federation of Labor as the 
International Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion, with headquarters at Detroit, Mich- 


igan. 

The organization under this name 
grew, both upon the shores of the Great 
Lakes, P ce Coast and elsewhere. 
Some years after the formation of said 
International Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion, on account of its organizers on the 
Lakes being able to organize and con- 
trol branches of industry not in any 
way connected with Longshore work, its 
officers saw fit to extend the name, and, 
as a consequence, its scope of jurisdic- 
tion. The name adopted is Known as 
“The International ngshore, Marine 
and Transport Workers’ Association.’ 


It will perhaps be no news to your 
Convention to tell you that the exten- 
sion to the name was made without the 
consultation of the officers or body of the 
American Federation of Labor, and the 
further fact that the organization 
named is not now recognize by the 
American Federation of Labor as the In- 
ternational Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association, but is 
officially recognized by its former name, 
the “International Longshoremen’s As- 
soctation.”’ 

While, on the Lakes, the organization 
with its extended name was able to con- 
trol its extension of jurisdiction to a 
great extent, not so on the Pacific Coast. 
Much difficulty was experienced in the 
extension of organization and contro] of 
work to conform to the new name. 
Jurisdictional strife arose between the 
International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association locals 
and another organization closely allied 
with them, and, as a consequence of the 
continual controversy relative to the ex- 
tended jurisdiction of the Internationa) 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, the locals on the Pa- 
cific Coast were compelled to relinquish 
their charters in order that they might 
have some semblance of organization. 
Let it be understood* that the Long- 
shoremen of the Pacific did not with- 
draw from their international in a spirit 
of secession or rebellion, but on account 
of circumstances over which they had 
no control they were forced to cease 
their affliation with the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Assoclation. 

The Longshoremen have never been, 
and are not now, antagonistic to the 

rinciples of the American Federation of 

bor, and it has always been their de- 
sire to be in affiliation with the great 
lubor movement of this continent. 

As a matter of fact, some of the locals 
on the Coast retained their charters from 
the International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association until a 
short time ago, in the hope of some re- 
lief. But after the rejection of the 
award of President Gompers (of which 
you are familiar) the remaining locals— 
those of the Columbia River—ceased 
their affillation. After being compelled 
to cease affillation in the various ports, 
for most part the locals remained for 
some time distinct, independent locals, 
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forming federations as time went on 
with nearby locals. A kind of water 
front central body, as it were,, assum- 
ing various names. 

In August of this year a call was sent 
out to the various locals and branches 
by two Federations of different localities 
for a meeting of elected delegates of 
the various locals on the Coast, with 
the object in view of forming a com- 
bined organization under one federation. 
The convention was called for Monday, 
September 21, 1908, and did convene at that 
time, and formed what is now known as 
The Longshoremen’s Union of The Pa- 
cific, having now affillated thirty-five 
hundred members. And if affillation 
could be had with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the number of mem- 
bers in affiliation could be made to easily 
reach ten thousand in a short time. 
This brief story is presented to your 
Convention for the purpose of bringing 
your attention to the condition of this 
craft in the locality named. 

We want you io realize that we are 
not seceders or rebels. 

We want to impress upon the dele- 
gates assembled that we earnestly ask 
for affiliation. 

‘Ve desire to impress upon you the im- 
possibility of maintaining our organiza- 
tions under affiliations with the Inter- 
national Longshore, Marine and Trans- 
port Workers’ Association for reasons 
already set forth, and known to most 
of the representatives present. 

Now, in conclusion, we ask your Con- 
vention to consider this communication 
as an application for affiliation in some 
way with the American Federation of 
Labor, and zppeal to your good Judg- 
ment to consider our honest appeal, ask- 
ing you to allow discussion of the 


merits upon the floor of the Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. C. WILLIAMS, 
President, Longshoremen of the Pacific. 


The committee reported as follows: 


“Committee recommend that President 
Gompers and the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be m- 
structed to use their best efforts to bring 
about a reaffiliation of the Pacific Coast 
Longshoremen.”’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chalr. 

Delegate Young, Introducer of the mo- 
tion, discussed it at some length, and 
moved that J. C. Williams, President of 
the Longshoremen of the Pacific Coast, 
be granted the privilege of the floor. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and Mr. Williams spoke at some length 
of the Longshoremen’s organization on 
the coast not affillated with the American 
Federation of Labor. Both Delegate 
Young and Mr. Williams urged that some 
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method be adopted whereby that organi- 
zation could become affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. The time 
allowed both Delegate Young and Mr. 
Williams was extended beyond the ten 
minutes allowed each delegate under 
tbe rules. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, and Vice-President Keefe. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Vice-President O’Connell was recog- 
nized by the chair, and spoke at some 
length of the pleasure of the delegates 
in having with them representatives of 
the British Trades Union Congress and 
the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada. He spoke at length of the 
growth of fraternal feeling between the 
different countries since the custom of 
sending fraternal delegates to the dif- 
ferent Congresses and Conventions was 
first established. 

At the conclusion of his address Vice- 
President O’Connell presented, on behalf 
of the delegates in the Convention, 
handsome gold watches, suitably in- 
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scribed, to Fraternal Delegates Wads- 
worth and Skinner, and to Fraternal 
Delegate Draper a case of silver, sultably 
engraved. 

Vice-President O’Connell also presented 
to Mrs. Wadsworth a handsome bracelet, 
and to Mrs. Max Morris, of Denver, a 
diamond sunburst, as a recognition of 
the part she had taken in entertaining 
the delegates and their wives. 

Each of the recipients of the gifts 
made a suitable reply. The fraternal 
delegates again conveyed to the Conven- 
tion the best wishes of their respective 
organizations, and expressed their appre- 
ciation of the kindness and hospitality 
that had been shown them while in the 
city and in the United States. 

Delegate Hawley—I move that when 
the fraternal delegates are ready to re- 
turn to thelr homes we extend to them 
our best wishes, bid them godspeed and 
the hope of a safe journey, and that we 
manifest this by a rising vote. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous rising vote. 


At 12:46 the Convention was adjourned 
to 2:45 p. m. 


EIGHTH DAY—Wednesday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:6 p. m., Wednesday, November 18th, 
Vice-President Morris in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Barnes, Bechtold, Wil- 
Hams, Hoag. O’Connor (T. V.), Potter, 
Quinn, Alpine, Tracy (Wm. J.), Martin, 
Byrnes, Powell, Thompson, Welch, Hood, 
Roach. Robinson (Harry P.). Breitenstein, 
Moore, Woodman, Kotera, Nutt, Frasier 
(G. L.). 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment. reported as fol- 
lows: 

The committee considered that portion 
of the report of the Executive Council 
under the caption of ‘International 
Ladies Garment Workers” and Resolu- 
tion No. & in one report: 


INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ GARMENT 
WORKERS. 


The subject-matter contained In Reso- 
lution No. 174 relates to the controversy 
between the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union and local union 
No. 10 of that organisation. 


It was decided that Organizer Ford be 
selected to arbitrate the difficulties be- 
tween the contending parties in accord- 
ance with an agreement between them. 
Organizer Ford, after considering the 
matter. made an award by which it Is 
claimed the International Union failed to 
abide. Organizer Ford was further in- 
structed to bri the matter contained in 
his award to the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Central Federated 
Union of New York as well as to the 
representatives of the parties in interest. 
In the report made to the Executive 
Council under date of tember 16, Or- 
ganizer Ford says: ‘If I may presume, 
without being presumptuous, It appears 
to me that a thorough investigation of 
both organizations, local and interna- 
tional. is in drder, with a view to re-or- 
ganization of the International Union. 
The only solution to this chaotic and 
deplorable condition that I can see from 
my connection with the case is that 
above mentioned.” 

Of course. the matter of re-organizing 
an existing international union Is a 
matter which should be approached with 
the greatest possible care, but that some 
action that will be heipful to the work- 
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ers of the trade is necessary no one dis- 


putes. 
This matter is referred to this Con- 
vention for consideration and action. 


Resolution No. 64—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, Resolution No. 174, of the 
Norfolk Convention, relates to the inves- 
tigation And reorganization of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers Union 
by the Executive Council; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council, 
acting in « falr and impartial manner, 
held a meeting at Washington in Janu- 
ary, 1908. The defendant not being pres- 
ent, the Executive Council decided to 
refer the subject-matter to a sub-com- 
mittee to meet in New York City for 
further investigation; and 

WHEREAS, Said sub-committee met 
in New York City, April 17th and 18th, 
the matter was taken up. both sides 
represented, and as no agreement could 
be reached, the sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee suggested that a 
referee be appointed by the Executive 
Council, who shall be impartial and not 
familiar with the suject-matter in ques- 
tion and his decision to be final; and 

WHEREAS, Both sides agreed to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the sub-committee 
of the Executive Council; and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Council ap- 
pointed Mr. Cornelius Ford, of Hoboken, 
as arbitrator, who was not known to 
the parties to this controversy, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford had summoned 
the representatives of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and 
Local 10 to a conference, to be held in 
New York City, May 20, 1908, both sides 
represented; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford rendered the fol- 
lowing decision, viz.: 

“ı That the General Executive Board 
reinstate the Amalgamated Ladies Gar- 
ment Cutters’ Association of Greater 
New York. formerly Local 10 of the In- 
ternational Union. to full membership 
and benefits as existed previous to the 
revocation of charter. 

“2 That every effort be made by the 
General Executive Board, which will 
clearly and specifically define the duties 
of district councils and local unions. 

“3 That Local No. 10 furnish the Gen- 
eral Local Board with the dupilcate 

een sheets of the financial secretary’s 

ay book, provided by the Genera! Office 

and also to send In a quarterly financial 
report, ending March, June, September 
and December, and Local No. 10 pay up 
all arrears and assessments and one- 
half the per capita. 

“4 Shop meetings to be called for all 
branches of the trade working in one 
particular shop. The business agents of 
the Tailors and Cutters to be present at 
such meetings whenever possible. 

‘© That the question of the status of 
Local No. 53, or its membership, be de- 
cided as follows: To resume former re- 
lationship with No. 10.” And 

WHEREAS, Said decision was endorsed 
‚by the Executive Council of the Amer- 
‘can Federation of Labor; and 
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WHEREAS, Local No. 10 has received 
and accepted said decision of Arbitrator 
Ford; and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union has failed to 
comply with the decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers 
be revoked. and the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
empowered to call a Convention of all 
unions of the craft for the purpose of re- 
organizing the International Ladies Gar- 


ment Workers’ Unio 
lines. n upon trade union 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the de- 
cision of Cornelius Ford, arbitrator, be 
enforced by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS—ST 
MOUNTERS. Ove 


In the matter of the dispute between 
these two organizations, a conference 
was held between the representatives of 
beth organizations at the Federation 
headquarters in April, at which no 
agreement was reached. A further con- 
ference was held in September between 
ihe representatives of these organiza- 
tions and Vice-President Hayes repre- 
senting the Federation. Mr. Hayes 
recommended that charter be issued un- 
der the title of Stove and Steel Range 
Mounters. The Executive Council 
adopted the recommendation and de- 
cided that it be reported to this Con- 
vention for your consideration, because 
the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers’ 
Internationai Alliarce protested against 
the words “Steel Range” being con- 
tained in the Stove Mounters’ arter, 
basing its claim on section 11 of article 
IX, of the American Federation of Labor 
Constitution. 


The committee report as follows on 


the portion of the report of the Execu- 


tive Council under the above caption: 

“Committee recommend that the ex- 
tension of the title ‘Steel Range’ be not 
granted to the International Union of 
Stove Mounters, and that each of the two 
organizations, International Union of 
Stove Mounters and Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers’ International Alliance, is 
instructed to refrain from infringing on 
each other’s jurisdiction.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegates 
Matthew Comerford, Robert A. McKee, 
P. C. Winn and A. M. Huddell, of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers: 

WHEREAS, The Norfolk Convention 


of the American Federation of Labor did 
order Double Drum Hoisters’ Local 
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Union No. 11,275 to join the International 
Union of Steam Engineers; and 
WHEREAS, Said uble Drum Holst- 
ers’ Local Union has not complied with 
said decision; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the charter of Lo- 
cal Union No. 11,275 be revoked. 


Resolution No. 7—By Delegate Robert 
J. Riddell, of the Double Drum Hoister 
Runners: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers presented an agree: 
ment to be signed by the Double Drum 
Hoister Runners; and 

WHEREAS, The Double Drum Holster 
Runners did sign the said agreement 
and requested the International Steam 
Engineers to also sign the same; and 

HEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers refused to so sign 
and adopt their own agreement; be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Double 
Drum Holster Runners, herewith appeal 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, Denver, Colo., for redress and fair 
play. and that the International Steam 

ngineers sign the said agreement; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 141, 
adopted by the Norfolk Convention, be 
enforced. 


The committee reported as follows on 
Resolutions No. 67 and No. 79: 

“Committee recommend that the 
Double Drum Hoisters surrender their 
charter No. 11,275, and be given autonomy 
as an auxiliary to Local Union No. 18, 
International Union of Steam Engineers.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. @—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, California State Federation of 
Labor, and David McLennan, San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union 
is composed, as the title signifies, of 
shirt and waist makers, cutters, collar 
and cuff makers, as well as bona fide 
laundry workers; and 

WHEREAS, We, the Laundry Workers 
of San Francisco, maintain most em- 
phatically that shirt makers, waist 
makers and collar and cuff makers be- 
long by every reason of thelr occupa- 
tion to the Garment Workers’ Union, 
and that all people en ed in this class 
of work on the Pacific Coast do beion 
to said Garment Workers’ Union an 
that the Garment Workers’ International 
Union claims and desires jurisdiction 
over all people engaged in such work; 


and 

WHEREAS, This amalgamation of 
people engaged in such divergent lines 
of occupation threatens the ultimate 
welfare and prosperity of both organi- 
gations, and as past experience has 
demonstrated that this policy of amal- 
gamation has created a disposition to 
engender strife and foster jurtsdioc- 
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tion disputes instead of promoting a 
spirit of co-operation; and 

WHEREAS, The Lau Workers’ 
Union No. 38, of San Fran , believe 
on account of the vast numbers of peo- 
ple engaged in their particular class of 
work throughout the entire country, that 
the Laundry Workers of all the cities 
of the United States are entitled to, 
and by every reason of equity and jus- 
tice should have, a separate and inde- 
pendent charter; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in regular Convention 
assembled does hereby endorse the con- 
tentions of the Laundry Workers and 
does hereb order that the present 
charter of the Shirt Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union be 
changed to read, International Laundry 
Workers’ Union, and that all persons 
employed in the manufacture of gar- 
ments under the jurisdiction of the 
Shirt Waist and Laundry Workers’ 
International Union be transferred to 
the United Garment Workers of Amer- 
ica; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive OfM- 
cers of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to inaugurate this 
change of charter as expeditiously as 
possible. 


The committee reported as follows: 

“This dispute, being an internal one, 
affecting the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union, committee 
recommend: 

“That the National Officers of the 
Laundry Workers investigate the com- 
plaint of Local Union No. 23 of San 
Francisco, and co-operate to bring about 
the desired change in the name and jur- 
isdiction of the Laundry Workers’ Inter- 
national Union.’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 78—By Delegates Martin 
E. Goellnitz and T. E. Keough, of the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers: 


WHEREAS, Section 3 of Article IX, 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reads in part: ‘And it 
is further provided that should any of 
the members of such National, Inter- 
national, Trade or Federal Labor Union 
work at any other vocation, trade or 
profession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade or profession, pro- 
vided such are organi and affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 


bor;”’ and 
. Federal Labor Union No. 
nging on 


11,624, Spokane, Wash., is infri 


the jurisdiction rights of the American 
Brotherh of Cement Workers, and 
on No. 12,283 of the same city 
for a like violation of the Constitution: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Spokane Sec- 
tional Central Labor Union be and is 
hereby instructed to notify the above 
mentioned local unfons to comply with 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor and instruct members of Federal 
Labor Union No. 11,624 and Federal La- 
bor Union No. 12,2233, who are engaged in 
eement work, to affiliate with Local 
Union No. 68, Spokane, Wash., Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cement Workers; 


and, be it further 
RESOLVED, t in the event of the 


said Federal Labor Unions No. 11,634 and 
No. 12,222 refusing to comply with the 
laws above quoted their charters shall 
be revoked. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to have Federal 
Labor Unions 11,624 and 12,222 of Spokane, 
Washington, transfer such of their mem- 
bers as are eligible to membership in 
affiliated International Unions.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, Previous Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
recognized that the Brotherhood of 
Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America has jurisdiction over var- 
nishers, polishers and hardwood finish- 
ers; an 
' WHERAS, Members of the Amal- 

ated Woodworkers’ International 
nion are doing this work despite re- 
peated protests; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national nion to transfer to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America all of its mem- 
bers engaged in varnishing or finishing 
wood: said Brotherhood to admit them 
without initiation fee. 

The committee reported as follows: 

"Committee recommend that the rep- 
resentatives of the Painters’ Brotherhood 
and Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Union 


have a conference to adjust the existing 
dispute.’’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Bahlhorn, Braunschwelg, Tazelaar 
and Vice-President O’Connell. 

Delegate Arnold—I move as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee 
that the Executive Council be instructed 
to enforce the decision of the San Fran- 
cisco Convention. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—I desire to explain why the com- 
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mittee made the recommendation. The 
claim is made of jurisdiction by the 
Painters over work of varnishers, polish- 
ers and hardwood finishers employed in 
woodworking establishments. The Wood- 
workers deny the claim. The claim, is 
also made that there is an agreement 
existing that we know nothing about. 
The Painters claim that under the de- 
cision rendered in the San Francisco 
Convention they were given jurisdiction 
over all painters wherever they were. 
The Woodworkers claim that any de- 
cision rendered by any Convention could 
not take away from them their charter 
rights and their jurisdiction rights under 
their charter. That, in a few words, is 
the entire question as presented to the 
committee. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Bahlhorn, Mulcahy, Braun- 
schweig, Cullen, Johnston, Skemp and 
Fitzgerald. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Arnold was declared lost on a viva voce 
vote. A division was called for, and the 
amendment was lost by a vote of 119 to 
60, 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Tazelaar—In view of the fact 
that Delegate Mulcahy stated before the 
committee, when asked whether they in- 
tended to take painters into their organi- 
zation and keep those who are there now, 
that they did, is this an endorsement 
of his position? 

President Gompers—The Convention did 
not have that information until the dele- 
gate stated it just now. The Convention 
was ignorant of the fact that the state- 
ment had been made. It is not an en- 
dorsement one way or the other. 

Delegate Mulcahy-—-The statement is 
not true. I deny it now. 


Resolution No, 90—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America: 


WHEREAS, The Boston, 1903, San 
Francisco, 1904, Pittsburg, 19%, and Minne- 
apolis, 1906, Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor ruled that the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America has jurisdic- 
tion over all painters; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg, 190, Con- 
vention adopted a resolution’ providing 
that the charter of the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers be so amended 
as to preclude the admission or reten- 
tion of Painters as members of said As- 
sociation, which decision was reaffirmed 
by the Minneapolis, 1906, Convention, 


which instructed the Executive Council 
to enforce the decision of the Pittsbur, 
Convention, requiring, the Internation 
Association of Car orkers to transfer 
all painters to said Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers; an 

WHEREAS, Many Painters are still 
members of the International Association 
of Car Workers, which continues to so- 
licit and accept applications for member- 
ship from painters, despite the repeated 
efforts of the Brotherhood of Painters to 
induce the said International Association 
to transfer its members employed in 
painting to said Brotherhood of Painters; 

erefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby is, instructed to again 
notify the International Car Workers’ As- 
sociation to at once transfer all its mem- 
bers engaged in painting to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, that organization 
agreeing to admit them to membership 
without requiring the payment of an in- 
itiation fee. 


The committee reported as follows: 


“Committee recommend that the rep- 
resentatives of the Painters’ Brother- 
hood and Association of Car Workers 
hold a conference to settle their juris- 
dictional controversy.” 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Skemp—As Delegate Richard- 
zon, of the Car Workers, is absent from 
the hall, I ask that action be deferred 
on this matter until his return. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I am in- 
formed by Delegate Richardson that the 
report is satisfactory to him. He further 
stated that if the report is adopted he 
will be glad to enter Into a conference 
with the representatives of the Brother- 
hood of Painters at any time, and will 
do his best to settle the controversy. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


PAVERS AND RAMMERMEN. 


To the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 38 relative to the Inter- 
national Union of Pavers and Rammer- 
men and its contending local unions, the 
Executive Council ve its consideration, 
and a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor was selected to 
meet with the representatives of the con- 
tending parties for the purpose of set- 
tling the matter In dispute by arbitra- 
tion. Conferences were held between 
the various representatives, and, after 
hearing the testimony on both sides, an 
award was made, which follows: 

“That the officials of the Pavers and 
Rammermen’s International Union are 
justified in their act of suspending local 
unions No. 10 and No. 19.’ 
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The local unions in interest, however, 
refused to accept the decision of the ar- 
bitrator and have formed independent 
unions. We recommend that efforts be 
made to bring about an amicable ad- 
justment of this difficulty. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 

"Committee recommend that the Exe- 
cutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor enforce the provisions: of 
the award which has been rendered.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The portion of the report of the Exe- 
cutive Committee under the caption 
“Woodworkers-Carpenters’’ and Resolu- 
tions No. 47 and No. 57 were considered 
by the committee in one report. 


WOODWORKERS-CARPENTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
119 deals with the dispute between the 
Woodworkers and the Carpenters. The 
matter was taken up between the offi- 
cers of both organizations, with the re- 
sult that a conference was held between 
the representatives of both organisations 
and President Gompers. No agreement 
was reached at this conference and it 
was decided to hold another. However, 
the proposition looking toward the amal- 

mation of both bodies was proposed 

y the Woodworkers and submitted to 
the officers of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters. 


Resolution No. 47—By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Wm. D. Huber, Wm. Sexton, J. 
P. O'Reilly, Thos. Flynn, 8. Botterill 
and M. J. O’Brien of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America: 


WHEREAS, An agreement was entered 
into between the representatives of the 
Amaigamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America and the repre- 
sentatives of the United Brotherh of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America at 
the Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of 
the American F'ede ‘ation of Labor, held 
at Minneapolis, Minn., in 1906, distinctly 
stipulating that complete amalgama- 
tion shall take place within two - years 
from November 1, 196, and that any 
evasion or violation of said ment 
by either organization shall merit imme- 
diate revocation of the charter of the 
organization so violating: and 

WHEREAS, The agreement was con- 
curred in by said American Federation 
of Labor Convention, with but one die 
senting vote; and 

WH EAS, The United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
endorsed said agreement by referendum 
vote, as recommended by its Executive 
Officers: and 

WHEREAS, The Amal ted Wood- 
workers’ International nion did not 
endorse the plan of amalgamation es 
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their Executive Officers did not recom- 
mend same, but, on the contrary, ad- 
vocated distinct and separate organiza- 
tions (see page 20, Proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor to bear this out); 


and 

WHEREAS, The stipulated two years’ 
time having now expired, within which 
amalgamation should have taken place; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor. be instructed to forthwith carry 
out the preamble of said agreement and 
revoke the charter of the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers’ International Union of 
America. 


Resolution No. 5/—By Delegates D. D. 
Mulcahy and Richard Braunschwelg, of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The delegates representing 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union introduced a set of pre- 
ambles and resolutions in the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Amer- 
jean Federation of Labor held in Norfolk, 
Va., known as Resolution No. 119, arfd 
printed on page 270 of the proceedings 
of that Convention; and 

WHEREAS, That instrument recited 
the record and position of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International Union 
in relation to the American Federation 
of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Said Convention decided 
that the President and Secretary of the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union and the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, together 
with the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, should meet and make 
recommendations to both organizations 
in controversy; and 

WHEREAS, The meeting was held at 
Washington, D. C., January 2%, 1908, 
which adjourned to convene in Indian- 
apolis. March 19. Owing to circumstances 
the second conference was postponed by 
President Gompers; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amal- 

mated Woodworkers’ International 

nion submitted a proposition on April 
18th, which apnears in the report of 
the proceedings of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
held in Chicago, June 13, 198. This propo- 
sition was submitted to the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners by 
President Gompers. No information has 
been given to the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union as to ac- 
tion thereon by the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners; and 

WHEREAB, In October. 1908, a propo- 
sition in accordance with the Minneapolis 
agreement was submitted to the mem- 
bership of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union through the 
referendum which was defeated; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention de- 
mand that the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners desist from fur- 
ther molesting or interfering with the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ International 
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Union in exercising their right to or- 
ganize and maintain local unions of fac- 
torv workers as defined in charter is- 
sued by the American Federation of La- 
bor to the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ 
International Union of America. 


The committee recommended that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor be present at the Convention of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers, which 
is to be held in March, 1909, and that the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ officials 
are advised to invite the officials of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters to be 
present, and to endeavor to comply with 
the intent and purpose of the Minne- 
apolis decision, affecting the interests of 
the Carpenters’ and Woodworkers’ or- 
ganizations. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


-The question was discussed by Dele- 


gate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate Mul- 
cahy. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was adopted. 


The portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council under the caption ‘‘Brewery 
Workers, Engineers, Firemen, Team- 
sters” and Resolution No. 68 were con- 
sidered by the committee in one report. 


BREWERY WORKERS—ENGINEERS— 
FIREMEN—TEAMSTERS. 


In pursuance to the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention, the charter of the 
Brewery Workers was restored on Feb- 
ruary Ath. Immediately after the close 
of the Norfolk Convention the Executive 
Council met and decided that a confer- 
ence should be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the various organizations In 
interest for the purpose of coming to an 
agreement in accordance with the Min- 
neapolis decision. President Gompers 
was designated to meet the representa- 
tives of the organizations In this confer- 
ence. He reported that the conference 
failed to reach an understanding, and it 
was decided that the representatives of 
all the organizations should hold a con- 
ference, and if they failed to agree that 
each representative or representatives 
submit a statement or proposition to 
which thev would be willing to agree. 
The following is the statement sub- 

ed: 


Washington, D. C., January 21, 1908. 
To the Executive Council, American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


Greeting: We, the undersigned repre- 
sentatives of the Teamsters, Engineers, 
Firemen’s International Unions met with 
the representatives of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers, as 
called for by the decision of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation 


of Labor, and could come to no agree- 
ment. 

We stand ready to carry into effect the 
decision of the Minneapolis Convention 
and so informed the Brewery Workers, 
but their representatives stated posi- 
tively that no agreement could be reached 
on the basis of that decision. Therefore, 
we protest against the Brewery Workers 
charter being restored to them until such 
time as they comply with the Minne- 
apolis decision. 

(Signed) THOMAS L. HUGHES, 
Representative, Teamsters’ International 

Brotherhood. 

MATT COMERFORD, 
Representative, Engineers Union. 
C. L. AMP 


Representative, Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen. 


The following is the proposition sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America: 

We, the under ed representatives of 
the International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, present the follow- 
ing as a basis of settlement of the juris- 
diction dispute now existing between our 
organization and the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and the Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen. 

First. That on and after date all 
hostilities shall cease. 

Second. All brewery engineers and fire- 
men now members of the International 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of America to remain such, and in all 
localities where the International Union 
of the United Brewery Workmen of 
America have contracts with the brewery 
proprietors, covering engineers and fire- 
men employed in said vreweries, their 
jurisdiction shall not be disputed or in- 
terfered with. 

Third. In all localities In which the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and Brotherhood of Stationary remen 
have contracts covering pee fe engi- 
neers and brewery firemen, this jurisdic- 
tion shall not be disputed or interfered 
with. 

Fourth. In localities where the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America have contracts for 
all departments of the brewertes, with 
exception of engineers and firemen, and 
the International Union of Steam Ensgi- 
neers and the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen hold contracts for the brewery 
engineers and firemen, a local joint con- 
ference board shall be formed. Said local 
joint conference board to be constituted 
as follows: 

Two representatives of the local union 
or unions under jurisdiction of the In- 
ternationa! Union United Brewery Work- 
men of America, and one representative 
each from the local unions of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers and 
the International Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionary Firemen. 

Each local union or unlons desiring 
the assistance of the parties to this 
agreement shall present their demands 
or grievances to the local joint confer- 
ence boards for approval. 

All questions under consideration by the 
local joint conference boards shall 
decided by a majority vote, and in case 
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of disagreement the entire matter shall 
be referred to the different international 
unions, parties to this agreement, for 
adjustment. unions in enteri 
into agreements with employers shal 
arrange that these agreements terminate 
at the same time. 

In the event of a fallure to secure 
an agreement or to adjust grievances 
between the local unions with employers 
it shall be within the power of the local 
joint conference boards to declare strikes 
providing the same have been approved 
by the international unlons, parties to 
this agreement. 

Strikes may be declared off by the 
local joint conference boards by and with 
the consent of the international unions, 
parties to this agreement. 

Existing agreements between parties 
hereto and employers shall not be dis- 
turbed, and no further agreements shali 
be made by the parties hereto in conflict 
with the provisions of this agreement. 

The International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America agree to 
accept any and all members of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers or 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen who 
have a clear transfer card from the sec- 

taries of the respective local unions, 
without any initiation fee to the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, and ask that the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen transfer engineers 
and firemen holding transfer cards from 
the International Brewery Workmen of 
America to their respective organizations 
without the payment of any further in- 
itlation fee, and that all, immediately 
upon transfer, be entitled to all the 
rights, benefits, privileges and protection 
as all other members of the d organi- 
zations of brewery workers, engineers 
and firemen unions at present time en- 
joy, provided, however, that the regular 
dues or assessments shall be paid by 
all members of said local unions to their 
respective organizations up to the time 
of transfer. 

(Signed) JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 

International Secretary. 


Representing International nion United 
Brewery orkmen of America. 


At this meeting it was decided that 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Valentine be appointed a sub-committee 
to hold conferences with the Brewery 
Workers for the purpose of securing an 
agreement with them to abide by the 
Minneapolis decision. Later on Vice- 
President Valentine reported that he had 
had a conference with the Brewery 
Workers, but that they would not agree 
to the proposition binding their organi- 
zation to the decision rendered by the 
Minneapolis Convention. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the 
Executive Council meeting, which was 
held in January, communications were 
sent to the representatives of the United 
Brewery Workmen, the neers, Fire- 
men and Teamsters, requesting that they 
hold another conference for the purpose 
of coming to some adjustment of this 
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difficulty. In pursuance with this re- 
quest, a conference was held between 
the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations, but without any beneficial 
result. The attached are copies of com- 
munications received from these organi- 
zations giving result of that conference. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF UNITED 
BREWERY WORKMEN. 


Washington, D. C., February 16, 1908. 
To the ecutive Council of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor, Mr. Samuel 
‘ Gompers, President. 

Gentlemen: We, the undersigned rep- 
resentatives of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, beg leave to re- 
port the following to your honorable 


e have, in accordance with your re- 
quest, met the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers, 
the Brotherhood of Firemen and the 
Teamsters’ International Union, and 
have submitted to them, as also to your 
body, a proposition which we believe to 
be in full accord with the fundamental 

rinciples of and in conformity with the 
aws and ethics governing organized 
labor. We further believe our proposi- 
tion to be fair, honorable and acceptable, 
and one which would eventually lead to 
a final and satisfactory solution of the 
questions in controversy. We are sorry 
to state that our proposition did not 
meet with approval on the part of the 
three organizations named above, the 
insisting that our organization be di- 
vided and apportioned to the different 
organizations laying claim thereto, 
thereby disrupting same and entirely de- 
troying its usefulness. We are to-day 
ready to carry Into effect all the stipula- 
tions contained in the proposition sub- 
mitted to you on or about January 22, 
1908, and hope and trust that same will 
meet with your approval. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) LOUIS KEMPER 
JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
A. J. KUGLER. 


Washington, D. C., February, 1908. 


Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


We, the undersigned, representatives of 
the Engineers’, Firemen’s and Teamsters’ 
organizations, do hereby submit the fol- 
lowinp statement, that we cannot come 
to any agreement with the United Brew- 
ery Workers, owing to the fact that the 
United Brewery orkers continue to 
take into their organization members of 
the Teamsters, Firemen and Engineers, 
and refuse to change their position. 

We therefore beg to inform you that 
we cannot change the position taken at 
last conference held January 2, 190, 
which was that we are willing to abide 
by the Minneapolis decision. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
Teamsters. 
MATT COMERFORD, 
Engineers. 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
Stationary Firemen. 
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No agreement having been reached, 
the whole matter received the considera- 
tion of the Executive Council at the 
meeting held at headquarters in Janu- 
ary. Much testimony was taken on mat- 
ters pertaining to difficulties in vari- 
ous localities and the propositions sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the 
various organizations were eonsidered. 
The Executive Council, after giving the 
matter its careful consideration, adopted 
the following: 

That the charter of the Brewery 
Workers be restored by the President at 
the expiration of ninety days from the 
close of the Norfolk Convention, and 
that in the meantime the Executive 
Council use every influence in its power 
to bring about a settlement of the dis- 
pute between the organizations in ac- 
cordance with the following decision of 
the Minneapolis Convention covering 
the matters in dispute: 

Section 1. All Brewery employes now 
members of the United Brewery k- 
men’s Union may remain such, pr ed 
that such members of said nited 
Brewery Workmen's Union as are now 
employed as engineers, firemen and 
teamsters may withdraw from that or- 
ganization and join their respective 
unions, representing these crafts, with- 
out prejudice or discrimination on the 
part of their former associates. 

Bec. 2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respeo- 
tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where such organizations 


st. 

See. 8 <All engineers, firemen and 
teamsters employed in breweries shall 
eonform to the laws, rules and regula- 
tions made by that organization of which 
the majority of the members of the 
respective crafts employed in each brew- 
e are members. 

. 4. Whenever a majority of men 
employed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, the 
organization or organizations represent- 
ing such majority shall appoint a com- 
mittee to act co-jointly th the United 
Brewery Workmen’s Union in any ne- 
gotiations which may arise with the em- 
ployers, provided that the United Brew- 
ery orkmen shall have equal repre- 
sentation with all the other organiza- 
tions in joint conference. 

RESOLVED, That unless an agree- 
ment be reached by the International 
Unions of Brewery Workers, Engineers, 
Firemen and Teamsters covering the 

vestion of jurisdiction, the decision of 
the Norfolk Convention re-aflrming the 
declarations and decision of the former 
Conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council holds 
that the decision of the Minneapolis 
Convention will prevail and will be en- 
forced, and upon the fallure to comply 
therewith, the Executive Council will, as 
directed by the Norfolk Convention, pre- 
scribe such disciplinary punishment as 
may be necessary. 
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When the charter was forwarded to 
the officers of the United Brewery Work- 
men, the following communication was 
transmitted therewith: 


Washington, D. C., Feb. 24, 1908. 


To the Officers and Members of Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, Rooms 109-110 Odd Fellows’ 
Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio: 


Dear Sirs and Brothers—In accordance 
with the direction of the Minneapolis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council revoked 
the charter held by your organization, 
by reason of the violation by your or- 
ganization of the decision rendered at 
Minneapolis. 

The Norfolk Convention of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

“RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Union of Brewe Workers 
be, and the same Is, hereby ordered to be 
restored. 

“RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no way 
alters o: modifies the declarations and 
decisions of the American Federation of 
Labor in regard to the jurisdiction claims 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen, the International Brotherhood 


of Teamsters and the International Union ° 


of Brewery Workmen, but, on the con- 
trary, are hereby re-affirmed. 

“RESOLVED, That within ninety days 
after the close of this Convention a con- 
ference shall be held at the headquar- 
ters of the American Federation of La- 
bor. the conference to consist of three 
representatives of the International 
Brewery Workers, one from the Inter- 
national Engineers, one from the Brother- 
hood of Firemen, one from the Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and one member of 
the Executive Council, the conference to 
endeavor to effect an agreement regard- 
ing jurisdiction, harmony and co-opera- 
tion of action of the organizations in in- 
terest, and for the protection and pro- 
motion of the interests of the workers 
employed in and by breweries. 

ad OLVED, That in the event of an 
agreement, or a tentative agreement, be- 
ing reached, the officers of the organiza- 
tions named shall submit the same to 
their respective International Unions for 
ratification under the supervision of the 
representative of the Executive Council, 
who shall in that circular urge its rati- 
fication and give his reasons therefor. 

“RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fall to reach an agreement, the Ex- 
ecutive Council is hereby authorized and 
directed to impose such disciplinary 
punishment upon the organization re- 
sponsible for such failure as the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council may 
direct.’’ 

In accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, several conferences were 
held by the representatives of the or- 
ganizations therein named, and the mat- 
ter was considered further by the Execu- 
tive Council. No agreement was reached 
between the representatives of your or- 

nization, the International nion of 

team Engineers, the Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and the International 
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Brotherhood of Teamsters, and I am not 
now authorized officially to say at whose 
door the fault of fallure to reach agree- 
ment can be laid. 

However, I am directed by the Execu- 
tive Council, upon order of the Conven- 
tion, to restore to your organization the 
charter which was revoked, and the same 
is hereby restored to you, and which is 
transmitted this day by express. 

In restoring this charter to the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, it In no wise modifies or changes 
the decision of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as to 
claims of jurisdiction. The duty imposed 
upon the Executive Council of disci- 
plinary punishment to any organisation 
violating the decision of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor is 
not changed or modified by the restora- 
tion of this charter to your organization. 

In welcoming you back among the 
family of trade unions, it is the hope of 
the Executive Council and myself that all 
parties in interest will see the necessity 
of coming to some form of agreement or 
understanding, so that the best interests 
of all may be secured. Pi 

With best wishes, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 


It is to be regretted that no amicable 
adjustment of this unfortunate difficulty, 
which has caused to much confusion in 
the labor movement of our country, has 
been reached—an amicable settlement 
that would be for the best interests of all 
concerned. However, we sincerely ho 
and trust that at this Convention the 
various conflicting interests will eo 
upon some plan that will restore har- 
mony in the brewing industry, which will 
be beneficia] to all concerned. It is be- 
yond question that this controversy has 
to a great degree not only retarded the 

owth of the organizations in Interest, 

ut has ta some extent at least had the 
same effect upon the general labor move- 
ment, and it is our sincere desire that 
this matter should finally be adjusted by 
the grpanizations in interest at this Con- 
vention. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate Matthew 
Comerford, of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, By order of several suc- 
cessive Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, the jurisdiction of 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers over members of the Steam En- 
gineers’ craft were fully ratified and 
confirmed, as against the contesting 
claims of the United Brewery Workmen; 
an 

WHEREAS, The United Brewery 
Workmen were, by order of the Minne- 
apolis Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, forbidden thereafter to 
initiate into its ranks any person over 
whom the International Union of Steam 
Engineers were given jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, As a result of its con- 
tinued defiance of said order the charter 
of the United Brewery Workmen was 
revoked; and 
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WHEREAS, Said charter was by order 
of the Norfolk Convention restored, with 
the understanding that the United Brew- 
ery Workmen would thereafter refrain 
from further interference with the mem- 
bership of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Since the restoration of 
its charter, as at all times before, the 
United Brewery Workmen have refused 
. compliance with the mandates of this 
body, and have introduced into its mem- 
bership engineers owing allegiance’ to 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers, greatly to the detriment of said 
body; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen be, and they are, hereby 
ordered forthwith to surrender to the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
all engineers initiated since the date of 
the nneapolis Convention, and that it 
be required hereafter to refrain from 
initiating engineers into their body; and, 
be it fufther 

RESOLVED, That In any city or lo- 
cality where the provisions of this reso- 
lution are not fully complied with, the 
endorsement and support of the Amer!- 
can Federation of Labor shall be with- 
drawn from the label of the United 
Brewery Workmen, and the Central 
body of such city or locality is hereby 
instructed to unseat all delegates of the 
Brewery Workmen, pending a settle- 
ment of the difficulty; and, be it fur- 


er 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cll is hereby instructed to revoke the 
charter of any Central body refusing to 
comply with this decision. 


“Your committee has given the juris- 
dictional dispute between the Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers and In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America and other inter- 
ested Unions careful consideration and 
we are pleased to report to this Conven- 
tion that we have succeeded in getting 
the representatives of the International 
Union of Steam Engineers and Interna- 
tional Union of Brewery Workmen of 
America to agree to cease hostilities, so 
far as those two organizations are con- 
cerned, 

“The basis upon which they agree to 
try to have their differences perma- 
nently adjusted is embodied in the fol- 
lowing agreement: 


Denver, Colo., November 18, 1908. 


We, the undersigned representatives of 
the International Union of United Brew- 
ery Workmen of America, and Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers, be- 
Heving that harmony in the ranks of or- 
ganized wage earners is essential to the 
success of the labor movement, and hay- 
ing a sincere desire to promote the in- 
dustrial and material welfare of the men 
employed in and around the breweries, 
agree upon the following as the best solu- 
tion to_settle our differences: . 
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First: All hostilities now existing be- 
tween the members of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 
America and International Union of 
Steam Engineers shall cease immediately; 

Second: Engineers employed in brew- 
eries, now members of, and working un- 
der the contracts and jurisdiction of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers, 
shall remain members of the Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers; 

Third: Engineers employed in brewer- 
ies, noW members of and working un- 
der the contracts and jurisdiction of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, shall remain members of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen; Me 

Fourth: In the month of October, 1910, 
the engineers employed in the breweries, 
and members of the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen of Amer- 
ica, shall take a referendum vote for the 
purpose of deciding whether or not they 
desire to remain members of the Brew- 
ery Workmen’s Union or to affiliate with 
the Steam Engineers’ Union. A majority 
vote of the engineers who are members 
of the Brewery Workmen's Union and 
employed in the breweries shall deter- 
mine the question of their membership 
in the respective cities where the refer- 
endum vote is taken: 

Fifth: The referendum vote shall be 
taken under the supervision of two rep- 
resentatives of the Brewery Workmen, 
two representatives of the Steam Engi- 
neers and one disinterested representa- 
tive selected by the President of the 
American Federation of Labor from each 
of the cities where the referendum takes 


place; 
Sixth: The referendum shall take 
and each engi- 


Place on the same date 

neer, a member of the International 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men of America, shall be furnished a 
ballot, and a duplicate return sheet of 
the result of the vote shall be forwarded 
to the headquarters of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 
America, the International Union of 
Steam Engineers and the office of the 
American Federation of Labor; 


Seventh: All engineers, members of 
the Brewery Workmen's Union, who de- 
cide by a majority of the referendum 
vote in cities where the vote is taken 
to affilate with the Steam Engineers, 
shall transfer their membership January 
1, 1911; and where a majority of engl" 
neers decide to remain members of the 
Brewery Workmen’s Union, they shall 
remain as such; 


Eighth: Beginning now, and continu- 
ing until January 1, 1911, joint confer- 
ence boards may be created in cities 
where the Steam Engineers have juris- 
diction. The duty of the joint boards 
shall be the same as now where the 
jurisdiction of the Engineers exists. It 
is understood that in the negotiation of 
wage agreements, contracts governing the 
Steam Engineers and the Brewery Work- 
men’s respective unions shall expire at 
the same date; 


Ninth: Brewery Workers shall have 


authority to initiate engineers in those 
breweries, malt houses and bottling 


houses In those cities where they have 
jurisdiction over the engineers; 

Tenth: A joint circular letter shall be 
issued to the local unfons of the Interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men of America, the Internationa] Union 
of Steam Engineers and all affiliated 
unions of the American Federation of 
Labor within sixty days from the ad- 
journment of this Convention. The cir- 
cular shall contain the provisions of this 
agreement. and be signed by the officers 

the International Union of United 
Brewery orkmen of America and In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers, 
and by President Gompers on behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor. It 
is understood and agreed that the terms 
of this arrangement will continue and 
remain in effect and be binding on all 
parties interested until January 1, 1911. 


On behalf oc International Union of 
Steam Engineers: 
MATT. COMERFORD, Gen’! Pres., 
R. A. McKEE, Gen’l Sec-Treas. 
A. M. HUDDBLL, Ist Vice-Pres., 
P. C. WINN, Delegate. 


On behalf of International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen of Amer- 
ica (subject to approval of organiza- 


tion): 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
A. J. KUGLER, 
E. F. WARD 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
FRANK KORALEK. 

“It will be seen by this agreement that 
it is signed by the representatives of the 
Engineerg, without any qualification, and 
signed by the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America with the single 
qualification noted. This was done for 
the reason that the representatives of 
the Brewery Workmen did not, under 
their laws, have full authority to act. 

‘The committee recommend that this 
agreement be ratified and carried into 
effect by all parties directly or indirectly 
interested in the controversy that has 
existed between the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen of America 
and the International Union of Steam 
Engineers.’’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.)}—Is the commit- 
tee reporting now on that part of the 
report af the Executive Council dealing 
with the charter of the Brewery Work- 
ers? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—There are four pages of the re- 
port of the Executive Council to this 
Convention that have been considered by 
the committee. There is a resolution in- 
troduced by the Engineers and one by 
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the Firemen and Teamsters. The com- 
mittee is now acting on the resolution 
introduced by the Engineers and the 
part of the report of the Council that has 
application to this unfortunate contro- 
versy. 

The motion to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. Ti—By Delegates Daniel 
J. Tobin, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, and Timothy Healy, of the 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen: 

WHEREAS, The organisation of the 
United Brewery Workers have absolutely 
refused to obey the mandates of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Their charter was restored 
to same o nization at the Norfolk Con- 
vention with the direct understanding that 
they should obey and live up to the de- 
cision rendered in Minneapolis; and " 

WHEREAS, They have openly stated 
before the Adjustment Committee that 
they could not, as it would be im ble 
for them to do so, live up to or obey the 
rulings and decisions of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor along the lines of the Minneapolis 
Convention decision; therefore, be it 

ESOLVED, That the charter of the 
United Brewery Workers of America be 
revoked until such time as the to 
live up to and carry out the on of 
the Minneapolis Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the Presi- 
dent and the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be author- 
ized and instructed to endeavor to bring 
about an adjustment of the differences 
between the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen and the Inter 
national Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men on the same basis as the settie- 
ment which has been agreed to between 
the Brewery Workmen and Steam En- 
gineers. 

“Your Committee further recommend 
that the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convea- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor recognize the jurisdictian of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America over all teamsters 
employed in breweries.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.) discussed the 
question at some length, and objected 
strongly to the report of the committee. 
He claimed that the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters had jurisdic- 
tion over all teamsters upder their 
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charter, and that if the Brewery Work- 
ers should be given the jurisdiction 
recommended by the committee other or- 
ganizations would claim similar jurisdic- 
tion over teamsters hauling goods to and 
from establishments where their mem- 
bers were employed. He stated further 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee was unjust and that the Teamsters’ 
organization would not submit to it. 

Vice-President O’Connell, Chairman of 
the Committee, stated that the commit- 
tee could not agree upon the proposition 
of the Teamsters, but decided to make 
the recommendation submitted to the 
Convention and let the Convention settle 
the question. 

Delegate Tobin—Have we not the same 
jurisdiction rights under our charter the 
Engineers and Firemen have? 

Vice-President O’Connell—Personally I 
believe you have. The committee agreed 
upon a recommendation regarding the 
firemen. They could not agree to make 


a positive recommendation on the Team- | 


sters’ proposition. They brought in the 
recommendation they did to allow the 
Convention to settle the matter. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Daley, who opposed the report 
and recommendation of the committee. 

Delegate Ward discussed the matter, 
and spoke in favor of the report of the 
committee. 

Delegate Flood and Delegate Thompson 
spoke in opposition to the report and 
recommendation of the committee. 

Vice-President Mitchell—It may seem 
like procrastination to defer a decisive 
vote upon the question in controversy, 
but it seems the adoption of the recom- 
mendation of the committee is not going 
to settle the dispute. Therefore, I move 
that the entire matter be referred to the 
Executive Council, with instructions to 
continue their efforts to bring ahout an 
adjustment of the controversy between 
the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, the Stationary Firemen and the 
United Brewery Workers’ International 
Union. (Seconded by Delegate Wilson 
(W. B.) 

Delegate Healy spoke at length in op- 
position to the report of the committee, 
and in favor of the motion offered by 
Vice-President Mitchell. 

Delegate Lewis spoke at length in de- 
fense of the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 
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Vice-President Mitchell spoke in favor 
of the motion to refer to the Executive 
Council. 

The motion to refer to the Executive 
Council was declaredä carried on a viva 
voce vote. 

A division was called for and the mo- 
tion was carried by a vote of 156 to 31. 

Delegates Kemper, Kugler, Koralek, 
Sullivan, Ward and Zusi desired to be 
recorded as voting against the motion to 
refer to the Executive Council. 

Delegate Lewis—That completes the re- 
port of the Adjustmént Committee, 
which is signed by the full committee: 


JAMES O’CONNELL, Chairman; 

B. A. LARGER, | 

JAMES WILSON, 

H. B. PERHAM, 

HUGH STEVENSON, 

D. A. CAREY, 

ALEX FAIRGRIEVE, 

JAMES P. MAHER, 

JOHN GOLDEN, 

WM. E. KLAPETSKY, 

ARNOLD B. MacSTAY, 

T. J. SULLIVAN, 

HUGH ROBINSON, 

JOHN T. SMITH, 

T. L. LEWIS, Secretary, 
Committee on Adjustment. 


Delegate Hawley desired the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. No objec- 
tion being offered, Delegate Hawley sub- 
mitted the following: 


Resolution No. 97—By Delegate William 
Morrison, Dallas, Texas, Trades As- 
sembly: 


WHEREAS, It has come to our knowl- 
edge that all State Federations and Cen- 
tral Labor Unions, or Trades Assemblies, 
are not complying with article XI, sec- 
tion 1, of the Constitution of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, in admitting as 
members delegates of organizations or 
locals which are hostile to Unions that 
compose this great body: therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
fcan Federation of Labor, hereby insist 
on the Constitution, in this particular, 
being complied with without any evasion. 


Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Delegate Thompson desired the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. No objec- 
tion being offered, Delegate Thompson 
submitted the following: 
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Resolution No. 8&—By Delegate 8. J. 
Thompson, of the Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and William Morrison, of 
the Dallas, Texas, Trades Assembly: 


WHEREAS, The Southwestern Organ- 
iser of the American Federation of Labor 
has too large a territory to cover in the 
best interest of the American Federation 
of Labor, said territory comprising the 
states and territories of Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and the In- 
dian Territory; and 

WHEREAS, For the past several years 
Texas, which is a part of the Southwest- 
ern territory, has not received any bene- 
fit from the so-called Southwestern Or- 
ganizer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 

„American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to investigate the matter and 
appoint an Organizer for the state of 
Texas, if he thinks.it will be profitable 
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to the American Federation of Labor and 
the general labor movement, the said Or- 
izer to work in conjunction with offi- 
clals and o rs of the Farmers’ 
Unions of the state of Texas. 


Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 

President Gompers—The chair being 
unable to be present at the conference of 
the representatives of the Longshore- 
men’s and the Seamen’s organizations 
called for six o’clock this evening, will 
ask that Delegate Lennon and Delegate 
Mulcahy act as the representatives of 
this Convention to assist at that confer- 
ence. 

At 5:50 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 9:00 a. m., Thursday, No- 
vember 19th. 


NINTH DAY—Thusrsday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Thursday, November 19th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Tighe, Kline, Smith 
John T.), Bechtold, Williams (Jos. J.), 

oag, Potter, Tracy (Wm. J.), Powell, 
Hatch, Richards, Welch, Hood, Robin- 
son (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Woodman, 
Kotera, Nutt, Frazier (G. L.) 

Delegate Evans—Mr. Chairman, before 
taking up the special order of business I 
would like to make an announcement. 
In behalf of the Entertainment Commit- 
tee of Denver, and through them organ- 
ized labor of the city of Denver, to show 
our appreciation of the honor bestowed 
upon our city in choosing it as the place 
in which to hold this Convention, I wish 
to present this gavel to President Gom- 
pers. We trust you will be as well satis- 
fled, after you have held your Conven- 
tion here as we are to have you with us. 

Delegate Evans presented to President 
Gompers a silver mounted gavel, suit- 
ably inscribed. 

President Gompers—Brother Evans, I 
think that silence would perhaps be the 
most appropriate expression of apprecia- 
tion on my part. I am sure I cannot 
find words to convey to you, and through 
you to our trade union friends of Denver, 
my appreciation of their kindness. 

The hour for the special order of busl- 
ness has arrived, which is the considera- 
tion of the report of the Committee on 
President’s Report. 

Vice-President Valentine in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee—I would like to ask the pleas- 
ure of the Convention as to whether it 
is its desire to act upon the report under 
the different captions as we proceed? 

Delegate Brown moved that the report 
be read as a whole, and then read and 
acted on serlatim under the different 
captions. 

Vice-President Duncan—I move that 
the report be read by paragraphs under 
the separate caption heads and acted on 
seriatim. (Seconded and carried.) 


Delegate McArdle, for the committee, 


read the following: 


Denve:, Colo., Nov. 19, 1908. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting: 


Your Committee on President’s Report, 
to whom was referred such report, some 
matters from the report of the Executive 
Council and sundry resolutions, beg to 
report as follows: 

he President calls attention to the 
fact that fourteen years ago the Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor met at Denver; that then, as now, 
the country was in the throes of a 
financial and industrial panic. We are in 
entire accord with him when he cHarges 
“The Princes of Finance’ and ‘‘Captains 
of Industry’ with thelr responsibility 
for such conditions. He expresses the 
hope that the mountain regions of the 
Rockies and the Sierra, with the popu- 
lation living under less restraint, may 
stand as a bulwark against all efforts to 
destroy government by law, and to curb 
human freedom. We desire to join with 
him in this hope, and at the same time 
we urge upon all the working people of 
this country the imperative necessity and 
the solemn duty to resist by all means 
at their command the present tendency 
on the part of the employers and the 
“Princes of Finance’ to establish in 
some form or other in this country po- 
litical and judicial despotism. 

We realize fully that the President has 
not only been required to ‘devote all his 
time’’ to the Interests of the Federation 
and its declared policies and principles, 
but that he has done so to the fullest 


extent. We appreciate the difficulty and 
stress under which this report was 
written, and we, therefore, appreciate 


more fully its scope and force. 

We urge that the President’s report 
may be read with the eatest of care 
by all members of the labor movement 
and its friends and that the delegates to 
this Convention may, as we feel they 
will, use every effort to bring it to the 
attention of their members. 


The part of the report read was 
adopted. 


Delegate McArdle continued to report, 
as follows: ; 


EXTENDING GROWTH IN ORGANI- 
ZATION. 


We desire to congratulate the Conven- 
tion and our movement upon the fact 
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that the membership of the Federation 
has increased during the past year, not- 
withstanding the industrial conditions 
and the opposition which we have been 
compelled to encounter. 


The paragraph was adopted as read. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Under this heading the report deals 
with the settled policy of organising Na- 
tional or International Unions, as soon 
as there are sufficient locals affillated 
with the Federation, from which they 
may be formed. 

The President calls attention to the 
fact that to permit the locals to organ- 
ize National or International Unions be- 
fore the have sufficient inherent 
strength sometimes a disadvantage to 
such locals, and tends to retard the 
movement, and he suggests that some 
discretion should be exercised in this 
matter. In this suggestion and recom- 
mendation we concur. 

He further calls to our attention that 
there been substantially no reduc- 
tion in , owing to the declared 
pojicy of the labor movement and the 
determination of its organizations and 
members to resist all wage reductions 
and he urges the continuance of that 
polley. We recommenä that this Con- 
vention concur in that declaration. 


The paragraph was adopted as read. 


STATE FEDERATION AND CITY 
CENTRAL BODIES. 


The report calls attention to the fact 
that there are at present affiliated with 
the Federation thirty-eight ($8) State Fed- 
erations and sfx hundred and eight (608) 
City Central Bodies. We endorse all tha 
the President says as to their influence 
for both in the industrial and leg- 
islative fields. 

Attention is called to the mutual re- 
spect and good feeling exist! bet ween 

e officers of the National and Interna- 
tional Unions and the State Federations 
and City Central Bodies. Your committee 
recommends that such good feeling and 
mutual respect be still further {increased 
by the officers of National and Interna- 
tional Unions usin their influence to 
bring about the afflliation of thelr locals 
with such Central Bodies and State F'ed- 
erations where such affillation does not 
now exist. 


With the purpose of further increasing 
the educational value and legislative in- 
fluence of such Central Bodies, your com- 
mittee recommend that they be requested 
to provide legislative committees, that 
in defining the duties of such legisla- 
tive committees it should be specified 
that they shall watch the Congressional 
Record, keep in touch with the Le 
lative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor stationed at Washing- 
ton. D. C.. and bring before such Central 
Bodies and State Federations all matters 
of interest to our movement, and further, 

ll reward as unofficial any 


ha 
report on legislative matters that may 
come to them or to the tral ies, 


unless such comes from the head- 
quarters of the American Federation of 
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Labor, over the signature of the Prest- 
ent. 

As a matter of information we desire 
to state that a dally copy of the Con- 
gressional Record may be obtained free 

y applying to the Co essman from 
your Congressional district or Senator 
from your state. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


Under this headi it is reported that 
there are now five hundred and eighty- 
three (688) local unions in direct a - 
tion with the American Federation of 
Labor. The President here deals more 
particularly with the necessity for using 

iscretion in the furmation of Nationa 
or International Unions, with which mat- 
ter we have already dealt. He further 
calls attention to the fact that there have 
been a number of wage contests during 
the year; that many advances have been 
secured; that reductions have been suc- 
cessfully resisted owing to the moral 
support that the offictals of the American 
Federation of Labor have been able to 

e, and through the financial support 

m the defense fund. We desire to ex- 
press our gratification at the report 
made. and to endorse the policy fol- 
owed. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


We read with great satisfaction the 
report made and recommend that it be 
adopted. We desire to congratulate our 
Canadlan brothers upon the distinct 
pro which they are making, both in 

thering together into efficient organ-. 

tions the workers of the Dominion, 
as well as upon the growth of interna- 
tional solidarity. We desire to recom- 
mend to the National and International 
Unions that they give to their locals in 
Canada all the moral and financial as- 
sistance possible, and that they comply 
with the wish expressed by the fraternal 
delegate from Canada, that the officers 
of the National and International Unions 
should personally visit thelr Canadian 
locals whenever practicable and possible. 


Adopted as read by the ‘committee. 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


There is submitted in the President's 
Report a comprehensive statement from 
the official representative of the labor 
movement in Porto Rico, of the diffi- 
culties under which the workmen labor 
in the Island, in which reference is made 
to the extension of organization in the 
isiand, to remedial legislation obtained 
and that which has been denied the tofl- 
ers, in all of which we concur. We de- 
sire to express our tification at the 
progress made and the spirit exhibited 
by the Porto Rican workmen, and also 
to express the hope that their feeling 
of confidence and trust in thelr fellow- 
workers here may be a constantly grow- 
{ value to them and to us. 

e President calls attention to the 
recommondation of previous Conventions 
that the Constitution and other o 
documents of the ational and Inter 
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national Unions be translated into Span- 
ish and distributed among the organized 
workers of Porto Rico, so that they 
may become thoroughly acquainted with 
the aims, objects and principles of these 
organizations. He suggests as addi- 
ffonal reasons for so doing that we may 
thus reach the workers of other Spanish- 
speaking countries on this continent. 
Your committee urges that the recom- 
mendation be adopted. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


ORGANIZED FARMERS AND OR- 
GANIZED LABOR. 


The mater herein contained was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


LABOR’S FRATERNITY—INTERNA- 
TIONAL PEACE. 


Your committee recommend the en- 
dorsement of what the President has to 
say under this heading, and expresses 
the hope that the interchange of fra- 
ternal visits may be continued and ex- 
tended. We, therefore. recommend that 
the Convention concur in the recom- 
mendation made by the Executive Coun- 
cil to the effect that a representative of 
the American Federation of Labor at- 
tend the next Convention of the Inter- 
national Conference of Trade Unions 
which will meet shortly after the close 
of the British Trades Union Congress, 
and having in mind the report made by 
the fraternal delegates to the British 
Trades Union Congress, we recommend 
that the Convention concur In the request 
made to send Mr. Gompers as our special 
representative to the British Trades 
Union Congress. We further recommend 
that he be instructed to attend the In- 
ternational Congress of Trade Unions, 
and that he visit such other countries 
as the Executive Council may deem ad- 
visable. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


BUCK’S STOVE AND RANGE COM- 
ue PANY INJUNCTION. 


Under this heading the President makes 
a clear and comprehensive report of this 
injunction, stating what it forbids and 
what action has been taken with refer- 
ence thereto. He reports upon the proc- 
ess for contempt of court, instituted 
against him, Vice-President Mitchell and 
Secretary Morrison. He further calls at- 
tention to the fact that under the In- 
junction he is forbidden to make a re- 
port to this Convention upon this sub- 
ject. We urge upon all members of the 
labor movement and all friends of hu- 
man liberty to read and digest the re- 
port upon this subject and the subjects 
allied thereto. We recommend that it 
be adopted, and that a vote of thanks 
be given to President Gompers for the 
splendid example he sets in giving this 
report and his willingness to take the 
consequences. 


Delegate Sullivan (Jere L.)—I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee, 
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and that it be by a rising vote. (Sec- 


onded.)° 

Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—I would like 
to have added, if the move- of the mo- 
tion will accept it, that the sentiment 
expressed by the unanimous vote of this 
Convention is also the unanimous senti- 
ment of the trade unions of this country. 

Vice-President Valentine — After the 
vote is taken we will find out whether 
it is the unanimous sentiment of the 
Convention or not. 

The motion offered by Delegate Sulll- 
van (Jere L.) was carried by unanimous 
rising vote. 


SHALL INJUNCTIONS INVADE FREE 
SPEECH AND FREB PRESS? 


We note and endorse the President's 
report upon this question. We desire 
again to call attention to the report upon 
the subject of injunctions made by this 
committee to the Twenty-Seventh Annual 
Convention of this body meeting at Nor- 
folk, Va., and in addition we desire to 
quote, with our approval, the following 
from later documents issued by the Fed- 
eration: 

*We contend that equity, power and 
jurisdiction, discretionary government by 
the judiciary, for well defined purposes 
and within specific limitations, granted 
to the courts by the Constitution, has 
been so extended that it is invading the 
field of government by law, and en- 
dangering individual liberty. 

As government by equity, personal 
government advances; republican govern- 
ment, government by law, recedes. 

And further: ‘Despotic power under 
the ermine is as dangerous as despotic 
power under the crown. They (the 
udges) cannot divest themselves of their 

umanity by putting on the judicial 
ermine any more than the kingcan divest 
himself of his by putting on the crown. 

We affirm that government by law and 
government by injunction cannot exist 
together, and we again state that the 
usurpation which undertakes to deprive 
us, as working people, of our rights as 
citizens cannot and will not stop until it 
has invaded all flelds of human activity 
and made the judiciary the irresponsible 
arbiter of all relations between employer 
and employe, buyer and seller, man and 
man. 

The President well says that it is now 
the American Federation of Labor and 
the American Federationist which are 
enjolned from the exercise of the right 
of free speech and the liberty of the 
press, and that in the future it may be 
some other publication. The American 
people must learn these facts in order 
that popular government may be pre- 
served. 


Treasurer Lennon—I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 


The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Robinson, and carried. 
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INJUNCTIONS AGAINST WORKMEN. 


We again urge the careful reading of 
this report and the statements under this 
head in particular. We endorse the state- 
ments therein made In full and in par- 
ticular, and call attention to the fact 
that it is by assuming that business is 

roperty, that the barest shadow of 
ustification can be found for the acts 
of the judiciary on these lines. 

Business consists of a location, of 
stock, and patronage. 

Location and stock are property: 
patronage Is not. 

Patronage rests upon nothing except 
the good will of the patron. 

There can be no business without pa- 
tronage; hence, business can not 
property. 

Courts used to be concerned, and justly 
so, with the preservation of property as 
such: not with the profitable or unprofit- 
able use thereof. 

When courts shall have been com- 
pelled to retrace their steps back to this 
undamental position, government by law 
and equal freedom will to this extent 
have been restored. 

Your committee again recommend that 
all candidates for legislative or judiclal 
positions be carefully investigat as to 
their past acts, and interrogated as to 
their position on this matter, before they 
be given anv support, and “that those 
who from their actions or expressions 
are deemed unsound, be, regardless of 
any other question, repudiated.” 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted as read. 


SUPREME COURT _DECISION EX- 
TENDS SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST 
LAW TO HATTERS AND ALL LA- 
BOR ORGANIZATIONS, 


We endorse all that the President has 
said upon this subject. We urge that 
it be studied: that each organization 

lace itself, so far as it is able, In the 
Fratters" place in order that it may real- 
ize the terrible significance of this posl- 
tion. 

We recommend and urge upon all offi- 
clals of labor organizations to study this 
question for themselves, with a view of 
bringing it in its nakedness before their 
members in order that each individual 
may fully appreciate its full meaning 
and the danger to which the organiza- 
tions themselves. their individual mem- 
bers and their joint and Individual prop- 
erty are exposed. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


BILL AMENDING SHERMAN ANTI- 
TRUST LAW. 


Under this heading the President re- 
ports upon the bill that was introduced 
in Congress to amend the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law, and the efforts that were 
put forth to have It enacted. Your com- 
mittee recommend that the report be 
adopted and the bi. approved, and the 
bill be urged in every way possible to its 
final passage, 


„action as we shall 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


BILL TO REGULATE INJUNCTIONS. 


The President under this heading sub- 
mits for our further endorsement or such 


deem proper the 
Pearre bill. We recommend that it be re- 
endorsed. 


He further submits a copy of the Brit- 
ish Trades Dispute Act, and calls atten- 
tion to the fact that by this act the joint 
funds of the organized workers of Great 
Britain have been placed in proper se- 
curity. We recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council obtain competent legal ad- 
vice upon the advisability or the neces- 
sity o nserting the principles contained 
in the Trades Dispute Act in either the 
Wilson (H. R. 20,584) or the Pearre Bill 
(H. R. 94). 

We further recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to confer 
with the representatives of other organ- 
izations, with a view of prevailing upon 
them to give their full and undivided 
support to this important legislation. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


LEGISLATION. 


We note with some interest what the 
President says in his report relative to 
the legislation passed by the last session 
of Congress as well as his reference to 
the failure to pass a general Employers’ 
Liability Law. 

Your committee recommend that the 
Legislative Committee be and is hereby 
instructed to use its best efforts in the 
direction of having a comprehensive gen- 
eral Employers’ Liability Law placed 
upon the statutes during the forthcom- 
ing session of Congress. 

e also note with interest what the 
President has to say relative to the 
passage of a Child Labor Law, to apply 
to the District of Columbia. As he states 
in his report, Congress falled to make 
rovision for the enforcement of this 
aw and that at the present time the 
law is being enforced, partially, by the 
selection of two members of the police 
department, who were selected by the 
District Commissioners. This arrange- 
ment, however, is only temporary, and 
for a successful enforcement of this law 
an appropriation by Congress is neces- 
sary. 

Your committee recommend that a bill 
be drafted. providing for an appropria- 
tion to cover the cost of enforcing this 
law. and be presented to the forth- 
coming session of Congress. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


SOME SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 


Under this heading the President calls 
attention to some of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Your committee recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to compile 
and have published as widely as possi- 
ble the decisions of special Interest to 
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and affecting labor, which the Supreme 
Court has rendered within the last fif- 
teen years. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous. 


LITIGATION HARASSING LABOR. 


We note what the President has to say 
upon this subject. We recommend its 
adoption. We further recommend that 
it be carefully read, and in addition we 
desire to call your attention to these 
significant words: 


“If the situation is to become so acute 
let us personally, as best we can, defend 
our rights before the courts, taking what- 
ever consequences may ensue. or one, 
I can see no remedy for these outrageous 
proceedings, unless there shall e & 
quickening of the conscience of our judges 
or the relief which the Congress of our 
country can and should afford.” 

Bearing this in mind your committee 
desires to state that whenever the courts 
issue any injunctions which undertake 
to regulate our personal relations either 
with our employer, or those from whom 
we may or may not purchase commodi- 
ties. such courts are trespassing upon 
relations which are personal relations 
and with which equity power has no con- 
cern; that these injunctions are de- 
structive of our rights as citizens, as 
well as of popular government, and we 
therefore Insist that it is our duty to 
disregard them, and we recommend that 
such be our action, taking whatever re- 
sults may come. 

We further recommend that when cited 
to show cause why such injunctions 
should not be issued, we should make 
no defense which would entail any con- 
siderable cost, and we further recom- 
mend that when cited for contempt the 
proper policy is as outlined above. We 
further desire to warn our fellow unlon- 
ists that testimony extorted under equity 
process may be partially used in a dam- 
age sult under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Law. 

However, your committee feel con- 
strained to say that when blanket in- 
junctions are applied for or issued by 
the courts against the members of unlons 
for no other reason except that they are 
members of the untons, and these injunc- 
tions are applied for or issued solely for 
the purpose of intimidating the mem- 
bers, we believe that such legal advice 
and protection as may be necessary 
should be provided for them by the or- 
ganizations in interest. 


Treasurer Lennon requested that the 
report of the committee under the cap- 
tion “Litigation Harassing Labor’’ be re- 
read, stating that it was the most im- 
portant part of the report the commit- 
tee had presented. 

The request was complied with by the 
Chairman of the Committee, and Treas- 
urer Lennon moved its adoption. (Sec- 
onded.) 
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Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
Committee—I want before you adopt this, 
gentlemen, to call your distinct and em- 
phatic attention to what it says. Put in 
plain words, it says that when the judge 
issues injunctions in labor disputes it fs 
the duty of the representatives of or- 
ganized labor to go to jall. That is to 
say, to go to jail if the judge wants to 
send you there. 

The second recommendation under this 
heading is that the funds of organized 
labor be not used to any large extent in 
suits to prevent these things, because 
your committee feels it is money use- 
lessly spent. 

The third thing it calls your attention 
to is that there are opportunities for the 
courts to use testimony extorted under 
equity process in a court of law. 

When blanket injunctions are issued 
applying generally to the membership, 
we suggest that you be guided by cir- 
cumstances and conditions then existing 
and make the best of it, using your own 
good judgment as to what is necessary 
to maintain the membership under all 
circumstances. 

Vice-President Duncan discussed the 
report of the comimttee at some length, 
and stated that he objected to the use 
of the word ‘‘disregard’’ used in the 
third paragraph of the section. At the 
close of his discussion he moved the fol- 
lowing amendment to the report: ‘That 
the words advising us to disregard the 
injunction be stricken out, and substi- 
tute instead that we insist it is our duty 
to defend ourselves at all hazards, and 
recommend that such be our action, 
taking whatever results may come.” 
(Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Furuseth, who opposed the amendment. 
Vice-President Duncan and _ Treasurer 
Lennon spoke at length in favor of the 
amendment. Delegate Hawley, of the 
Switchmen’s Union, spoke in favor of the 
amendment. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Hayes (Max §8.), of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, who spoke 
in opposition to the amendment, and in 
favor of the report as presented by the 
committee. Delegate McCullough, of the 
International Typographical Union, made 
an extended speech in which he favored 
the amendment. Delegate Lynch, of the 
International Typographical Union, spoke 
in favor of the amendment. Delegate 





Lewis (T. L.), of the United Mine Work- 
ers, ‘spoke in favor of the amendment. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee, spoke at length In opposition 
to the amendment and in support of the 
report of the committee as presented to 
the Convention. Delegate Walker, of the 
United Mine Workers, spoke in favor of 
the amendment. 

President Gompers spoke in favor of 
the amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. 

Vice-President Morris moved that the 
peragraph sought to be amended be re- 
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ferred to the committee for further con- 
sideration. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan and Delegate 
Furuseth spoke in opposition to recom- 
mitting to the committee. 

The motion to refer to the committee 
was lost. 

Delegate Wilson (James) moved that 
the Convention remain in session until the 
question under consideration was de- 
clded. (Seconded, but not carried.) 

At 12:00 o’clock the Convention was ad- 
journed under the rules, to reconvene at 
2:00 p. m. 


NINTH DAY—Thursday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:00 p. m., Thursday, November 19th, 
Vice-President Valentine In the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Tighe, Sullivan poh”). 
Bechtold, Williams (Jos. J. 

Fuller, Bowler, O’Connor (T. V.), Potter, 
Savage, Tracy (Wm. J.), Heberling, 
Powell, Welch, Hood, Robinson ( 

P.), Breitenstein, Woodman, Kane 


(Thos.), Kotera, Nutt, Fizer, Bohm, 
Creamer (Francis), Frasier (G. L.), 
Curtis (Thos. J.) 


Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Delegate Healy of the Sta- 
tionary Firemen, stating that he was 
called from the Convention on business, 
and asked that J. B. Conroy, duly elected 
as his alternate, be seated in his place. 

On motion of Secretary Morrison the 
request of Delegate Healy was granted, 
and Delegate Conroy was seated. 

The discussion of the report of the 
Committee on President’s Report, under 
the caption “Litigation Harassing La- 
bor,’’ was resumed. 

Vice-President Mitchell—I desire to sub- 
mit an amendment to the report of the 
committee. Before the amendment of- 
fered by Vice-President Duncan, and 
after the words "and we therefore,” In- 
sert the following: “'declare that we will 
exercise all the rights and powers guar- 
anteed to us by the Constitution and the 
laws of our country.” 

Delegate Mahon—Is that in addition to 
the amendment of Vice-President Dun- 
can, or does it take its place? 

Vice-President Mitchell — It precedes 
the amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. 


Secretary Morrison was requested to 
read the amendments as combined, and 
read the following: 


And we therefore declare that we will 
exercise all the rights and privileges 
guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
and laws of our country, and insist it 
is our duty to defend ourselves at all 
hazards, and we recommend that such 
be our action, taking whatever results 
may come. 


The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell was seconded. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Gallagher, who opposed both amend- 
ments, and urged the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Delegate Mur- 
taugh also spoke in opposition to the 
amendments. 

Delegate Wilson, of the United Mine 
Workers, spoke in favor of the amend- 
ments. Delegate Jeske, of the Wiscon- 
sin State Federation, opposed the amend- 
ments. Delegate Grout spoke in op- 
position to the amendments as proposed, 
and urged that the matter be recom- 
mitted to the committee. Delegate Furu- 
seth spoke in opposition to both amend- 
ments, and urged the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Delegate Hud- 
dell, of the Stationary Engineers, spoke 
in favor of the amendments. Delegate 
Mahon, of the Rallway Employes, made 
a short statement in favor of the amend- 
ments. 

Delegate Gallagher—I desire to offer 
the following as a substitute for the re- 
port of the committee and the amend- 
ments: 
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We recommend that when, through in- 
junction proceedings, the constitutional 
rights of our members are infringed 
upon, that they resist such infringement, 
to the end that they demonstrate that 
personal freedom and human liberty will 

reserved to American citizenship at 
all hazards. 


On motion of Vice-President Mitchell 
debate was closed. 

Secretary Morrison read the section 
under discussion and the amendments 
and substitute before the house. 

The substitute offered by Delegate Gal- 
lagher was lost. 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell was declared carried on a 
viva voce vote. A division was called 
for, which resulted in 1234 votes being 
cast for the amendment and 97 opposed 
to it. 

A roll call was demanded, and the de- 
mand being supported by a sufficient 
number of delegates, Secretary Morrison 
was instructed to proceed to call the 
roll. 

Vice-President Duncan—In order to fa- 
cilitate business, and as we are about 
to have a roll call, I accept the amend- 
ment of Vice-President Mitchell as part 
of my amendment, and wish to have the 
matter settled by one vote. I move that 
the two amendments be voted upon in 
one roll call. (Seconded and carried.) 

The roll call was upon the following 
amendment: To strike out the portion 
of the report providing that Injunctions 
be disregarded, and insert: "and we 
therefore declare that we will exercise 
all the rights and privileges guaranteed 
us by the Constitution and the laws of 
our country, and insist that it is our 
duty to defend ourselves at all hazards, 
and we recommend that such he our ac- 


tion, taking whatever results may 
come." 
The roll call resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Klapetzky, Noschang, Shan- 


nessy, Smith (George K.), Kline, Mock- 
ler, Kuykendall Glockling, Howes, But- 
ler, Barry (John H.), uffy (Frank), 
Huber, Sexton, O’Brien, Flynn, Botterell, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Fyfe, Crampton, Rich- 
ardson, Gompers, Tracy (Thomas F.), 
Barnes, French, Smith (John T.), Morris, 
Conway, Loebenberg, Manning (D. F.), 
Robinson (Herman), Cable, McManus, 
McNulty, Fay, Feeney, Huddell, Conroy, 
Shamp, Morton, Costello, Sullivan (J. J.), 
Kellington, Flannery, Williams (Joseph 
J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Hoag, Muhleman, 
Duncan, Coombe, Nestor, D'Alessandro, 
Sullivan (T. J.). Sullivan (Jere L.), Sulli- 
van (Wm. Q.), Farrell, Wallace (John H.), 
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McSorley, Manning (John J.), Keefe, 
Fuller, Bowler, O’Connor (T. V.), 
O'Connell, Sarber, Stark, Price, Potter, 


Call, Dardis, Sheet Metal Workers’ dele- 
gation (53 votes), Lewis, Ryan (W. BY 
White (John P.), Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), 
Savage, Walker (John H.), Valentine, 
Frey, Curran, Duffy (P. F.), Murtaugh, 
Carey (D. A.), Woodill, Winkler, Wilson 
(James), Quinn, Sheret, Foster, Goltra, 
McCarthy, Miller, Perham, Rubin, Ram- 
say, Mahon, Fitzgerald (D. 8.), Doull, 
Clark, Hart (Lee M.), Barry (Patrick T.), 
Evans (Jo), McHugh, Byrnes, Hawley, 
Heberling, Lennon, Robinson (Hugh), 
Tobin D. J.), Daley, McCormack, 
Ross, McAndrew, Evans (E. 
Lynch (James M.), Morrison 
(Frank), Stevenson, McCullough, Hatch, 
Gray. Pulver, Jones, Boettger, Rocker, 
Williams, McCarthy (Frank H.), Ellis. 
Howley, Ford, Richards, Young, Thomp- 
son (8. J.), Copeland, Roach, Mangan, 
Johnston (Julius T.), Morrison (William), 
Tobin (William). Strait, Moore, Peterson, 
White (Norval), Kelsey, Hay, Kuhn, 
MacStay, Kane, Chrisman, McKee, Merz, 
Anderson, Whalen. Terry. Fechnor, Gib- 
bons, Carroll, Holmes, urray, Hamlet, 
Voll, Riddell, Gass, Hall, Whittaker, 
Bohm, Dunne and Richter, representing 
11,272 votes. 


NAYS—Kerker, Franklin, Dunn (G. F.), 


Walls. xe BoM ane, neem er, Kugler, 
oralek, Sullivan ohn), ard, an 
(F. M.), McKenzie, Detlef, Comerford. 


McKee, Winn, Kahn, Cruickshank, Law- 
ler, Maher, Stemburgh, Kenehan. Mor- 
rissey, McArdle, Richards, Davis (D. J.), 
Ehret. Hart (E. F.), Churchill, VanLear, 
Grout, eet Metal Workers’ delegation 
(108 votes), Miller (Owen), Balhorn, 
kemp, Tazelaar, Arnold, Elsenring, Cul- 
len, allagher, Alpine, Tracy Ww. J.), 
Clark, Shirk, Martin, Berry, organ, 
Ritchey, Torpey, Sinclair, Frazier (W. 
H.), Olander, ruseth Stack, Brown, 
Biggs, Brais, Leps, Hayes ax §.), 
Mulcahy, rauns weis. Dale, Sharpe, 
Fairgrieve, Keough, ynch (Patrick). 
Davis, Allen, Jeske, owling, Dunn 
(J. J.), Gifford. Johnston (J. .C.), Rist, 
Campbell, Breidenbach, Wurster, Smith 
(H. O.). Flood, Peetz, Handley, Hum- 
phrey. McLennan, Leonard, Behrens, Mc- 
onald, Snyder and Wall, representing 
8,566 votes. 

NOT VOTING—Tighe, Baine, Goellnitz, 
Keough (T. E.), Bechtold, Moffitt, Tag- 
art, Parmer, Pfeiffer, Duffy (T. J. . 
irk, Carey (John). Powell, Loos, Welch, 
Rollins. Maloney, Hood, Robinson (H. P.), 
Breitenstein, Woodman, Smith (O. P.), 
Zusi. Kotera, Nutt, Smith (C. T.), Fizer. 
Creamer, Frazier (G. L.), Curtis. Mc- 
Donald, Skinner, Wadsworth, Draper, 
representing 375 votes. 


Vice-President Valentine—According to 
the vote the amendments have been 
adopted. The proposition now before the 
Convention is the report of the commit- 
tee as amended. 

The report of the committee as 
amended was adopted. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move you 
that a special order of business at ten 


322 


o’clock to-morrow be the election of of- 
ficers. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Mahon—I rise to a point of 
order. The Constitution provides that 
the election shall be on the last day of 
the Convention. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated that 
he offered the motion because the other 
business of the Convention would prob- 
ably be completed by ten o’clock on Fri- 
day. 

Delegate Furuseth and Delegate Fair- 
grieve opposed the motion. 

Vice-President Valentine—Inasmuch as 
the Constitution states that the election 
shall take place on the last day of the 
Convention, and as we are not reason- 
ably sure to-morrow will be the last day, 
the chair will declare the motion out of 
order. 

Delegate McArdle, for the committee, 
continued the report as follows: 

We further recommend that when cited 
to show cause why such injunctions 
should not be issued, we should make 


no defense which would entail any con- 
siderable cost, and we further recom- 


mend that when cited for contempt the 

proper policy is as outlined above. We 

further desire to warn our fellow unfon- 

ists that testimony extorted under equity 

process may be partially used in a dam- 

age suit under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Ww. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the paragraph just read be stricken out. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Fairgrieve oposed the amend- 
ment. Delegate Lewis spoke in favor 
of the amendment. 

Secretary Morrison—I move as an 
amendmeht to the amendment that the 
first sentence of that paragraph be 
stricken out. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lewis accepted Secretary 
Morrison’s amendment. 

Delegate Furuseth opposed the amend- 
ment. Delegate Barnes (J. M.) opposed 
the amendment and spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee. Delegate 
Kemper spoke in favor of the report of 
the committee. Vice-President Mitchell 
spoke in favor of the amendment. 

The motion to strike out the first 
sentence of the paragraph was carried 
by a vote of 101 to 66, 

Vice-President Valentine—What Is the 
pleasure of the Convention with the bal- 
ance of the paragraph? 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—I move that 
the balance of the paragraph be adopted 
nr read. (Seconded and carried.) 
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On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 
balance of the section of the report under 
the caption “Litigation Harassing La- 
bor’’ was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Delegate McArdle continued the report 
of the committee as follows: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION 


Under this heading the President de- 
scribes in chronological sequence the his- 
tory of the efforts of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor along these lines. We 
recommend its careful reading, and the 
unqualified approval of the statements 
made and the actions taken. 

We shall call attention to a few of his 
specific statements. We quote the fol- 
lowine: 

“The American labor movement is not 
vartisan to a litical party; it is par- 
tisan to a principle, the principle of equal 
rights and human freedom.’’ 

e call especial attention to this state- 
ment, in order that we may emphasize 
its soundness and because it has to some 
extent been disputed. We appeal to pub- 
lic opinion, we do our best to so culti- 
vate it, so that it may become on sub- 
jects which we urge suMctently extensive 
and strong to be crystallized into law. 
One political party deals with our poli- 
cies and rejects them; another deals with 
them and adopts them; that is, it ex- 
presses itself as being in agreement with 
us on these policies, and if we are to 
remain true to the principles and policies 
which we have urged upon the public, 
we necessarily must work with such 

arty for the accomplishment of our ob- 

ect. If an endorsement of our conten- 
tions by a political party is to compel 
us to abandon those contentions, then 
it needs but such endorsement of our 
very existence to compel us to disband. 
The thought needs but to be stated in 
order that it may be repudiated. Par- 
tisanship is exhibited by adherence to a 
party which refuses its endorsement, and 
non-partisanship consists in continued 
work for our principles regardiess of 
what any political party may do. The 
President makes the following statement: 

“Our Conventions have frequently de- 
clared that our movement has neither 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a 
member shall cast his vote. It has been 
my privilege and honor always so to 
insist. I have not departed, and can 
not now depart, from that true trade 
union course. At the Minneapolis Con- 
vention the following declaration was 
adopted: 

. e must have with us in our eco- 
nomic movement men of all parties .as 
well as of all creeds, and the minority 
rights of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where 
his conscience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.’ ”’ 

Your committee are in full accord with 
this expression, and desire to reiterate 
the Minneapolis declaration, but we do 
hold that this declaration does not apply 
to an executive officer while he remains 
as such. Executive officers, when they 
are elected are aware of the declared 
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policies and purposes of the Federation. 
They asume the office for the purpose, 
so far as they can, of sustaining and 
giving effect to such declaration and pol- 
icies as have been adopted. If, after 
more mature consideration, they find 
themselves unable to agree with, and 
feel that they must, in order to be true 
to themselves, proceed to oppose these 
adopted policies, or any adopted policy, 
your committee believe it to be their 
duty, as it certainly is their right, to 
resign from such office and thus place 
themselves squarely within the Minne- 
apolis declaration. Such action would be 
honorable to themselves and advantage- 
ous to the movement. 

The President closes by saying: 

‘It has been my purpose to place be- 
fore you the entire matter in connec- 
tion with my participation in the cam- 
paign, whatever consequences it may en- 
tail. I submit it to you for such judg- 
ment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to take. 
I am deeply conscious of this one fact, 
that I have endeavored to give voice 
to the wrongs which Labor has endured 
and to which the toilers are subject. I 
have plead for the righting of these 
wrongs, I have pressed home to the 
fullest the sufferings and injustice done 
my fellows. To the very limit of what- 
ever ability and power I may possess, I 
have thrown it into the scale of the 
cause of my fellow workers.”’ 

In commenting upon this statement of 
the President, we feel that he has gone 
to his fullest limit, physically and men- 
tally, in carrying out the mandates of 
the previous Conventions of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor, as well as the 
conclusions reached by the conferences 
of the representatives of the National 
and International Unions held in the 
city of Washington, D. C., in the years 
of 1906 and 1908, and we agree with the 
President when he says that the cam- 
paign as carried on by the Amerfcan 
Federation of Labor was on a high 

lane; that the educational features are 

und to be of lasting benefit, and that 
a greater moral victory has been won. 

We recommend that the policy be con- 
tinued and that every effort be made 
to bring the principles for which we con- 
tended and for which we shall continue 
to contend. not only to all members of 
the labor movement, but to all friends 
and adherents of popular government. 


Delegate Fitzgerald—I move the adop- 
tion of the report as read. (Seconded.) 
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Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
Committee—I call your attention to the 
fact that there are three very important 
separate statements in this part of the 
report. 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.) discussed the 
question at some length, speaking in op- 
position to the report of the committee. 

Delegate Furuseth, Delegate Klapetzky 
and Delegate Wilson (W. B.) spoke in 
favor of the report of the committee. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.)}—Inasmuch as 
there are three separate recommenda- 
tions in the report of the committee, I 
move that they be taken up and con- 
sidered seriatim. (Seconded and carried.) 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee, read the first paragraph of 
the report, as follows: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION. 


Under this heading the President de- 
scribed in chronological sequence the 
history of the efforts of the American 
Federation of Labor along these lines. 
We recommend its careful reading, and 
the unqualified approval of the state- 
ments made and the action taken. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Handley and Delegate 
Barnes (J. M.) spoke in opposition to 
the report of the committee. 

At the close of the session Delegate 
Tracy moved that the Convention re- 
main in session until the part of the re- 
port under consideration could be dis- 
posed of. (Seconded.) 

The motion was declared lost on a viva 
voce vote. A division was called for, 
and the motion was lost by a vote of 116 
to 61. 

It was moved that the Convention re- 
main in session until six o’clock. (Sec- 
onded, but not carried.) 

At 5:35 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to 9:00 a. m., Friday, November 
20th. 


TENTH DAY—Friday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Friaay, November Mth, President 
Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Tracy (Thos. J.), 
Healy, Bechtold, Williams (Jos. .. 
Hoag, Keefe, Fuller, O’Connor (T. V.), 
Price, Tracy (Wm. J.), Ritchey, Clark 
(Ww. W.), McHugh, Heberling. Tobin (D. 
.). Powell, Davis (Austin), elch, Hood, 
Robinson (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Wood- 
man, Kotera, Nutt, Smith (Chas T.), 
Snyder, Fizer, Frasier (G. L.). 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mrs. Harriet G. R. Wright, 
Fraternal Delegate from the Colorado 
Branch of the American Woman Suf- 
frage Arsoclation, who addressed the 
Convention briefly, and thanked the dele- 
gates for adopting resolutions and re- 
affirming the declaration of principles of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
favor of equal suffrage for men and wo- 
men. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, for the Committee 
on President’s Report, continued the re- 
port of that committee as follows: 

The following section of the report was 
under consideration at the time of ad- 
journment: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION. 


Under this heading the President de- 
scribed in chronological sequence the 
history of the efforts of the American 
Federation of Labor along these lines. 
We recommend its careful reading, and 
the unqualified approval of the state- 
ments made and the action taken. 


The pending motion to adopt the report 
of the committee as read was carried. 


We shall call attention to a few of his 
specific statements. We quote the fol- 
lowing: . 

“The American labor movement is not 
partisan to a litical party; it is par- 
tisan to a principle, the principle of equal 

hts and human freedom.” 

e call especial attention to this state- 
ment, in order that we may emphasize 
its soundness and because It has to some 
extent been disputed. We appeal to pub- 
lic opinion, we do our best to so culti- 
vate it. so that it may become on sub- 


jects which we urge sufficiently extensive 
and strong to be crystallized into law. 
One political party deals with our poli- 
cies and rejects them; another deals with 
them and adopts them; that is, it ex- 
presses itself as being in agreement with 
us on these policies, and if we are to 
remain true to the principles and policies 
which we have urged upon the public, 
we necessarily must work with such 
arty for the accomplishment of our ob- 
ect. If an endorsement of our conten- 
tions by a political party is to compel 
us to abandon those contentions, then 
it needs but such endorsement of our 
very existence to compel us to disband. 
The thought needs but to be stated in 
order that it may be repudiated. Par- 
tisanship is exhibited by adherence to a 
party which refuses its endorsement, and 
non-partisanship consists in continued 
work for our principles, regardless of 
what any political party may do. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted as read. 

The President makes the following 
statement: 


Our Conventions have frequently de- 
clared that our movement nei 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a 
member shall cast his vote. It has been 
my privilege and honor always so to 
insist. I have not departed, and can 
not now depart, from that true trade 
union course. At the Minneapolis Con- 
vention the following declaration was 
adopted: 

“We must have with us in our eco 
nNomic movement men of all parties as 
well as of all creeds, and the minority 
rights of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where 
his conscience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.”’ 

Your committee are in full accord with 
this expression, and desire to reiterate 
the Minneapolis declaration, but we do 
hold that this declaration does not apply 
to an executive officer while he remains 
as such. Executive officers, when they 
are elected. are aware of the declared 

licles and purposes of the, Federation. 

7 assume the office for the purpose, 
so far as they can, of sustaining and 
giving effect to such declaration and pol- 
icles as have been adopted. If, after 
more mature consideration, th find 
themselves unable to agree with, and 
feel that they must, In order to be true 
to themselves. proceed to oppose these 
adopted policies, or any adopted policy. 
your committee believe it to be their 
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ht LO as it certainly is their right, to 
ses from such office, and thus place 
themselves rquarely within the Minne- 
apolis declaration. Such action would be 
honorable to themselves and advantage- 
eus to the movement. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 
The question was discuss d briefly by 
Vice-President Mitchell, Delegate Mc- 
Ardle and Delegate Crampton. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

The President closes by saying: 


It has been my purpose to place be- 
fore you the entire matter in connec- 
tion with my participation in the cam- 
paign, whatever consequences it may 
entail. I submit it to you for such judg- 
ment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to 
take. I am deeply conscious of this one 
fact, that I have endeavored to give 
voice to the wrongs which Labor has 
endured and to which the toilers are 
subject. I have plead for the righting 
ef these wrongs, I have pressed home 
to the fullest the sufferings and fnjus- 
tice done my fellows. To the very limit 
of whatever ability and power I may 
possess, I have thrown it into the scale 
of the cause of my fellow workers. 

In commenting upon this statement of 
the President, we feel that he has gone 
to his fullest limit, physically and men- 
tally, in carrying out the mandates of 
the previous Conventions of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor, as well as the 
conclusions reached by the conferences 
of the representatives of the National 
and International Unions held in the 
city of Washington, D. C., in the years 
of 1906 and 1908, and we agree with the 
President when he says that the cam- 
paign as carried on by the American 

ederation of Labor was on & high 
plane; that the educational features are 
bound to be of lasting benefit, and that 
a greater moral victory has been won. 


The above two paragraphs of the re- 
port of the committee were not read by 
the Secretary, but Vice-President Dun- 
can ruled that they were adopted when 
the following section was adopted as 
read: j 


We recommend that the polley be con- 
tinued and that every effort be made 
to bring the principles for which we con- 
tended and for which we shall continue 
to contend, not only ta all members of 
the labor movement, but to all friends 
and adherents of popular government. 


No objection was made to the ruling. 


ECONOMIC POWER MOST ESSEN- 
TIAL AND POTENT. 

Under this caption attention is again 
ealled to the fact that the most impor- 
tant every-day work we can do is to get 
eur fellow-workers organized on econo- 


mic lines. We endorse the statements 
made by the President and desire to call 
attention to the fact that by far the 
greater number of wage workers are as 
yet unaffiliated with our movement, 
partly because it is not understood and 
partly because of the conditions under 
which they live and work. We desire 
to say that there is no form or kind of 
work that could not have its conditions 
improved from day to day, or rather 
from year to year, through organization 
on trade union lines and affillation with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

We hope to see the day when all le- 
gitimate wage-workers will be within 
the fold of organized labor and will en- 
joy that encouragement and improve- 
ment In their condition which come from 
the principle of mutual ald, understood 
and sincerely practiced. We should work 
to this end to the limit of our power, 
bringing to it such ability and self-abne- 
gation we have. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 


We note the report made upon this sub- 
ject and we appreciate the efforts put 
forth and the success gained, and hope 
and trust that we shall be able from 
year to year to note greater victories 
achieved. Incidentally we may here 
state that on the third of November Mis- 
souri adopted the constitutional amend- 
ment to which the President refers. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 
PANAMA CANAL LABOR CONDI- 
TIONS. 


We note the report upon the labor con- 
ditions at Panama. We endorse the state- 
ment made and recommend that the Exe- 
eutive Council be instructed to ca out 
the suggestions made by the President. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


t This was referred to a special commit- 
ee. 


ORGANIZERS. 


Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


We note with considerable interest 
what the President says in his report as 
to the American Federationist. We fully 
realize that it has been of valuable as- 
sistance In disseminating to the workers 
and our friends matters that are of im- 
portance and iuterest to our movement. 
That the extension of its circulation may 
be increased is the hope of your com- 
mittee. No local union or the members 
thereof should be without a copy of this 
magazine. The price is reasonable, $1.00 
per year, and within the reach of every 
member. We especially desire to call 
the attention of the officers of National 
and International Unions. and request 
them to urge thelr members to subscribe 
for the American F'ederationist. With an 
increased subscription list, such as our 
official magazine is entitled to, by rea- 





son of the immense value of the matter 
contained therein, {t would give the op- 
portunity of extending all reliable in- 
formation that ts of value and interest, 
and that should be within the possession 
of every member of our movement. 


Regarding the ‘We Don't Patronize 
List,’ we recommend that the question 
of its republication be submitted to the 
affiliated unlons for their decision, such 
action to be taken in accordance with 
their regular method and reported to the 
Federation office before September 15, 
1909. and we further recommend that the 
President issue a circular letter giving 
full explanation for the information of 
the organizations and their members. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 


Delegate Barnes (J. M.) offered the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution: 


PREAMBLE. 


The President in his report says: ‘In 
editorials in our American Federationist, 
I have discussed the great principles in- 
volved in the campaign,’ and under the 
caption ‘American Federatlonist,” asks 
that ‘‘financial provisions should be made 
for the official magazine from the gen- 
eral fund of the Federation.” 

In connection with the publication of 
the official organ, the editorial utterances 
should be considered, as to whether they 
make for unity and harmony in labor’s 
ranks and are fair representations of 
current events. In this connection at- 
tention is directed to editorials appear- 
ing in the September and November {s- 
sues. The following is quoted from the 
September issue: 

“We note the ‘Socialists’ Spectal’ train 
is to make a tour of the country, carry- 
ing Mr. Debs with all the luxurious ac- 
cessories which modern transportation 
can accomplish. The train is said to cost 
$23.000 for the campaign. Now, we would 
like to inquire who finances the Socialist 
campaign It seems hardly probable 
that such luxurious style of transporta- 
tion would be authorized by those voters 
of small means whose contributions are 
alleged to be the chief support of the 
Socialist campaign. Why not publish a 
list of your campaign contributions, Mr. 
Debs? It would be interesting to know 
who contributes the $23,000 campaign 
train. There is a strong suspicion, in 
the minds of many that the money has 
the same similarity of source as the 
abuse. In other words, that the interests 
behind Parry-Post-VanCleave-Taft-Debs 
opposition to unions furnishes the money 
for any branch of the campaign where 
it is expected to do the most harm to 
the unions and their friends. Come out 
into the open. Mr. ebs. Where does 
your party get the money? What Is the 
real reason of your virulent hostility to 
the American Federation of Labor politi- 
cal campaign?” 

The following from 
Issue: 


"Events are 


the November 


proving the truth of 
what we said early in the campaign 
about the Independent and Soclalist 
Parties being Taft Aid Societies.” 
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This question as to the source of the 
income of the Socialist Party has been 
officially raised in the official publication 
and should be officially investigated, or 
answered. 

Itemized financial statements of the re- 
ceipts for the Socialist special train 
have been published periodically, that ts, 
complete to dates mentioned—namely, 
August 15th, August 3Iist, September 
Mth, and October 3lst. These reports 
have been nerally circulated and have 
been available at all times to any person 
upon application. The office of the 
American Federation of Labor has been 
supplied with each copy at the time of 
pu leation, and the members of the 

xecutive Council have been provided 
with copies during the session of this 
Convention. 

The names of thousands of members of 
the American Federation of Labor and a 
number of affiliated unions appear in the 
aforenamed reports as contributors, and 
they principally, though all organized 
workers, must be interested in asoertain- 
ing the truth as to the allegations, or in- 
ferences, contained in the editorials 
quoted. 

At the ve threshold of a departure 
to a new polley by the American Fed- 
eration of bor, known as ‘The liti- 
cal policy,’ and which must have for ita 

urpose the political unity of the work- 
ng class, it is most necessary that cor- 
rect information be avallable in the 
matter of finances connected with the 
conduct of political movements by the 
working class, or any division of i 

For the above reasons the following 
amendment is submitted to the commit- 
tee’s report: 

“That a committee be elected by this 
Convention to repair, at their conveni- 
ence, but within sixty days from date, 
to the National Office of the Soclalist 
Party at No. Washington Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose of veri- 
fying, or correcting, the editorial state- 
ments above referred to. The report of 
said committee to be published in the 
American Federatlionist; and. further, 
that the Executive Council of the Amert- 
can Federation cause to be published 
within ninety days a complete report of 
all receipts for campaign purposes, with 
names of contributors, together with a 
statement as to expenses. salary, etc., of 
persons working under the direction of 
the ‘Labor Representative Committee’ of 
the American Federation of Labor.” 


. J. KUGLER. 
FRANK KORALEK. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the resolution be adopted as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee. 
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The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Tazelaar, O’Brien, Biggs, Kerker, 
Hayes (Max S.), Secretary Morrison, 
Delegates Stemburgh, Barnes, Kugler 
and Arnold. 

Delegate Cable—I move as an amend- 
ment that this committee, if appointed, 
be instructed to proceed to the head- 
quarters of both the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties to make a similar in- 
vestigation. 

The motion was seconded, but 
withdrawn by the mover. 

Delegate Duffy (T. J.), offered the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

That, before this Convention takes ac- 
tion on the amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Barnes and others, the delegates 
offering the amendment be asked to 
state whether or not they are willing to 
vouch for the truth and accuracy of the 
articles published in Socialistic papers in 
reference to the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor and other labor 
leaders, and also, whether or not they 


are willing to go on record as approving 
of same. 


later 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the amendment to the amendment be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Smith, Kemper, Shanessy and 
President Gompers. 

Delegate Young—I rise to move that the 
entire subject-mater of this amendment 
be laid upon the table. (Seconded). 

Vice-President Duncan—If the delegate 
insists on his motion it will carry with 
it that part of the report of the com- 
mittee now before the Convention. 

The motion was withdrawn by Delegate 
Young. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Walker. 

Delegate Miller moved the previous 
question. 

Delegate Barnes asked the privilege of 
the floor. 

Vice-President Duncan — Delegate 
Barnes presented the resolution, made 
his statement and again discussed the 
question. He will not be allowed to 
speak again until all others who desire 
have spoken. 

The motion to close debate was de- 
clared carried by a viva voce vote. A 
division was called for, and the motion 
was carried by a vote of 114 to 88. 

Delegate Gallagher—I understand the 
rules provide that the introducer of a 
motion shall have an opportunity to 
close debate. 
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Vice-President Duncan decided that 
under the rules Delegate Barnes could 
not again speak, even though debate had 
not been closed. 

Delegate Gallagher appealed from the 
decision of the chair. 

After statements by Delegate Gallagher 
and Vice-President Duncan a vote was 
taken, and the decision of the chair was 
sustained by a vote of 139 to 64. 

Vice-President Duncan stated that the 
question before the house was the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Duffy. 

Delegate Barnes stated that he would 
appeal from the decision of the chair 
that he had discussed the resolution, and 
stated that as introducer of the resolu- 
tion he was entitled to the floor to close 
the debate. 

Vice-President Duncan declined to rec- 
ognize the appeal, as the matter had 
been settled by the vote of the Conven- 
tion. 

Delegate Grout arose to a point of 
order, and asked the privilege of the 
floor as one of the signers of the reso- 
lution. 

Vice-President Duncan declared 
point not well taken. 

A brief discussion of the rules and of 
parliamentary procedure. ensued, in which 
Vice-President Duncan, Delegates Barnes, 
Gallagher, White and Walker took part. 

A motion to close debate was again 
carried by a vote of 1% to 75. 

Delegate Brown moved that Delegate 
Barnes be given the unanimous consent 
of the Convention in order to make a 
statement. 

Delegate Sexton arose to a point of 
order, and stated that as the previous 
question had been ordered nothing else 
could come before the Convention. 

The point was declared well taken. 

Delegate Barnes asked the floor on a 
question of personal privilege, and a mo- 
tion was made and seconded that he be 
granted that privilege. 

Statements were made by Delegates 
Mahon and Dowling in regard to the mo- 
tion, which were declared out of order by 
the Chairman. 

Delegate Gallagher discussed briefly the 
ruling of the chair. 

Delegate Lewis arose to a point of 
order, and stated there was nothing be- 
fore the Convention, as a motion to close 
debate had been carried. 

Vice-President Duncan declared the 
point well taken. 


the 
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The amendment offered by Delegate 
Duffy was carried. 

Vice-President Duncan—There is a ques- 
tion of information in that, is there not? 

Secretary Morrison—The question is 
that before action is taken on the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Barnes and 
others the delegates offering the amend- 
ment be asked to state whether or not 
they are willing to vouch for the truth 
and accuracy of the articles published in 
Socialistic papers In reference to the of- 
ficers of the American Federation of La- 
bor and other labor leaders, and also, 
whether or not they are willing to go on 
record as approving same. 

Vice-President Duncan—The first dele- 
gate entitled to the floor is Delegate 
Grout. 

Delegate Grout discussed the question 
briefly. 
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Points of order were raised by Delegate 
Sullivan (T. J.) and Delegate Wilson (W. 
B.) during the discussion, but they were 
declared not well taken. 

Delegate Ramsay—I move that further 
consideration of this question be laid 
upon the table until 10 a. m. Monday, 
November 28. 

Vice-President Duncan—The motion is 
out of order. The whole subject-matter 
is before the Convention. The Conven- 
tion voted that the previous question be 
put. The amendment was carried. There 
is nothing in order at the present time 
but to proceed to allow the delegates 
whose names are signed to the resolution 
to speak. . 

The ruling of the chalr was discussed 
briefly by Delegate Ramsay. 

The Convention was adjourned under 
the rules to reconvene at 2 p. m. 


TENTH DAY—Friday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Friday, November 2th, Vice- 
President Duncan in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Kline, Healy, Bechtold, 
Williams (J. J), Hoag, Keefe. Fuller, 
Savage Tracy (Wm. J.), Duffy (Thos ry. 
Braggins, Hart (Lee M.), Barry (P. T.), 
McHugh, Tobin (D. J.), Evans (E. L.), 
Loos, Welch. Maloney, Hood, Robinso 
(Harry P.). Breitenstein, Woodman, Ko- 
tera. Nutt. Voll, Snyder, Fizer, Frazier 
(G. L.), McDonnell. 

Vice-President Duncan—The chair de- 
sires to say he will rely upon the good 
nature and good sense of the delegates 
to avoid as much as possible parlia- 
mentary tangles, for they can do little 
good. Let us therefore proceed in an 
orderly way with the deliberations of the 
Convention. The delegates whose names 
are attached to the resolution read at 
the morning session have mutually 
agreed during the noon hour that but 
two of them will speak—Delegate Hayes 
and Delegate Barnes. 

Delegate Hayes (Max 8.) spoke at some 
length on the report of the committee 
and the amendment. Delegate Barnes 
spoke on the resolution and the report 
of the committee. 

President Gompers stated that he real- 
{zed that under the motion no delegate 
was entitled to discuss the question ex- 
cept those whose names were signed to 


the resolution, but stated that as a dele- 
gate, as President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and as editor of the 
American Federationist he wished to be 
permitted to speak. 

Delegate Barnes objected to President 
Gompers speaking. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.)}—I move that 
the rules be suspended in order to give 
President Gompers an opportunity to 
speak. 

President Gompers—I will not speak, 
even if the unanimous consent of the 
Convention is given, in the face of Dele- 
gate Barnes’ objection. 

Secretary Morrison read the resolution 
offered by Delegate Barnes, which was 
then voted on and lost. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Kemper received the wunani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution, and pre- 
sented the following: 

Resolution No. 9—By Delegate Louis 
Kemper, of the United Brewery Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, For the 
the United Hatters of orth America 
have been and are now contendi with 
the non-union hat firm of D. E. we 


& Co.. of Danbury, Conn., to have estab- 
lished In said firm's factory humane con- 


t five years 
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ditions, to-wit: A fair earning power 
and reasonable working hours: and 
WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. havin instituted suit 
against the United atters of North 
America, under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act, for three hundred and forty thou- 
sand ($340,000.00) dollars; and 
WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. have caused to be attached 
the homes and personal savings of two 
hundred and fifty (250) of the members 
of the United Hatters of North America; 
an 
WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided that the firm 
of D. E. Loewe & Co. would be entitled 
to damages If the court finds that the 
company has suffered loss by reason of 
the withdrawal of the patronage of or- 
nized labor and its friends; therefore, 


t 

RESOLVED, That we, the American 
Federation of Labor in Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention assembled, do hereby 
pledge to the United Hatters of Nort 
America, and especially to the two hun- 
dred and fifty (20) members of that or- 
ganization whose homes and bank ac- 
counts are attached, moral and such 
financial support as may be necessary 
in the pending contention; and, be it 
urther 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
fe hereby authorized and instructed to 
take such action as will at the proper 
time carry these resolutions into effec 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate McArdle continued the report 
of the Committee on President’s Report 
as follows: j 

LABOR PRESS. 


We note what the President says ın 
his report as to the Labor Press, and 
desire to express our thanks to the edi- 
tors of the official journals of our Na- 
tional and International Unions, as well 
as to the bona fide labor press. We fully 
realize many of the disadvantages under 
which the editors of bona fide labor 
papers have to work, but we desire to 
commend them for their untiring efforts 
and devotion to our cause, owever, 
we realize that there are publications is- 
sued which masquerade as labor papers, 
but which in reality are but vultures upon 
the body politic, and whose columns are 
open to the highest bidder, particularly 
those bidders who are in opposition to 
our movement. For this class of so- 
called labor papers we have nothing but 
the utmost contempt, but would urge 
upon our members and friends. wherever 
possible, to give their support to the 
regular bona fide labor papers. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 


CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion we desire to manifest 
our appreciation of the work done and 
the progress made during the past year. 
We express the hope that the work will 
continue and that we may all learn more 
fully to appreciate its value, and the 
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value of absolute unity and solidarity 
among our members, and that by the 
time of holding our next Convention the 
substantial growth in our movement dur- 
ing the past year will be continued and 
extended. 


Respectfully submitted, 


P. J. McARDLE, Chairman: 
A. PU USETH. Beoretary; 


JAMES J. DUNN 
H. A. STEMBURGH, 
OWEN MILLER. 


. BAINE, 
JOHN R. ALPINE, 
FRANK KEOUGH, 
J. P. O'REILLY, 
CHAS, T. SMITH, 
PATRICK LYNCH, 
W. B. WILSON, 
THOS. F. TRACY. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—I move the 
adoption of the report as a whole as 
amended. 

Seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
committee, presented the following sup- 
plemental report: 


Resolution No. 82-By Delegate Emil 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


WHEREAS, President Gompers has 
shown in his report that since 18% all 
efforts of the American Federation of 
Labor to have protective laws for the 
laboring people passed by Legislatures 
and Congress were met with defiance 
from politicians; and 

WHEREAS, The law-making bodies of 
the United States consist of members of 
both corupt political parties; and 

WHEREAS, It is a fact, not to be de- 
nied, that organized labor can not ex- 
pect any justice from these bodies; and 

WHEREAS, Too much energy of the 
American Federation of Labor and all 
trades unions is wasted in begging for 
favors from these politicians; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby refuses to have 
anything to do with any corrupt political 
parties, and hereby instructs the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to use all their energies and 
time to organize all the workers of the 
United States and strengthen the labor 
movement of this country, independent 
from corrupt politics; educate the mem- 
bers of our affiliated unions that they 
can not get anything from politicians, 
but they can only gain better conditions 
by uniting and to fight for right and jus- 
tice. We do not want the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to go on 
the stump for any political parties. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence, the reason for such action be- 
ing embodied in the committee’s report 
dealing with the subject-matter as pre- 
sented in the reports of the President 
and the Executive Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 8&&—By Delegate I. B. 
Kuhn, of the Hanover and McSherrys- 
town Central Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The urgent need for an 
effective medium in the way of a gen- 
eral publication on the part of the 
American Federation of Labor must 
necessarily be apparent to all thinking 
members of the general labor movement; 
and 

WHEREAS. A four or six-page 
monthly builetin could be issued by the 
American Federation of Labor and to 
the eat advantage of the individual 
members, which would result in the edu- 
cation of the rank and file of the Fed- 
eration: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention 
hereby instruct the Executive Council 
to proceed, as soon as arrangements can 
be made, to issue. free of charge to 
every member of an affiliated organiza- 
tion, a four or six-page monthly publi- 
cation. to be known as the American 
Federation of Labor Bulletin (or some 
similar name): and, be It further 

RESOLVED. That the President of the 
American Federation of -Labor should 
become the editor-in-chief of this pub- 
lication: and that a general circular be 
issued to all local unions from time to 
time requesting voluntary contributions 
for the support of this educating pub- 

cation. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence In the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


LIBEL SUIT. 
Volunteer Organizer Aybar, Porto Rico. 


The Porto Rico Federation of Labor 
brought to the attention of the Execu- 
tive Council the libel suit against Or- 
ganizer Aybar, editor of a labor paper 
in Porto Rico. This case has been tried 
by the courts of Porto Rico, and the de- 
cision being against Organizer Aybar, 
he has been sentenced to a term in 
prison, but is now at liberty on ball, 
pending appeal to the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

The fundamental principle involved in 
this case is the right of free press. Ay- 
bar is eharged with libeling a judge. e 
did not mention any name in the al- 
leged libelous article which he published 
in his labor paper. The matter has been 
appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court and the firm of Ralston & Siddons 
has filed an appeal. 

The Porto Rico State Federation of 
Labor says that it will "try to jointly 
bear the expense involved in appealing 
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the case to the United States Supreme 
Court.” That organization has for- 
warded the necessary amount for the 
fee that is required to file the case. We 
have referred this matter to President 
Gompers to give such advice and coun- 
se] as he can. 

On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above 
caption, the committee reported as fol- 
lows: “The committee recommend that 
the matter be left in the President’s 
hands, to take such action as the exigen- 
cles of the case may require.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—Mr. President 
and Fellow Delegates: It devolves upon 
me at the present time to perform a very 
pleasant duty, one I believe every dele- 
gate in this Convention will be interested 
in. Those of you who have watched the 
birth, development and progress of the 
labor movement of this country under- 
stand better than I can tell you that we 
have many men in our ranks who are 
looked up to as brilliant leaders, men of 
matchless executive ability, men who 
understand all of the ramifications of 
the labor movement. Not only have we 
such men in our ranks, but we have men 
who are able to cope with ‘men in every 
walk of life and in every profession in 
defending the principles that we all so 
much admire and so much love. 

Among the leaders in the labor move- 
ment we have a man who for a number 
of years has stood out in the Nmelight, 
and, by reason of his position, has at all 
times been made the target of the ene- 
mies of this movement, and very often 
the target of the criticisms of those 
whom we look upon as our friends. In 
all the years that he has served this or- 
ganization he has shown wonderful exe- 
cutive ability, has possessed a matchiess 
magnetism, and has displayed a sincerity 
of purpose that commands the admira- 
tion of even his bitterest enemies. He 
is a man who possesses all the qualifi- 
cations of a successful leader. Those 
qualifications include, not alone execu- 
tive ability, not alone the power to sway 
multitudes of people in public discussion, 
but, over and above that, they Include 
honesty of purpose, independence of 
thought and expression and sincerity in 
his desire to serve, not alone the labor- 
Ing people, both men and women, but to 
serve the people of this country in gen- 
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eral. The man I have in mind is our 
worthy President, Samuel Gompers. As 
a slight token of our esteem and our re- 
spect for his devotion to the cause to 
which he has given the better part of his 
life, his friends and followers and sup- 
porters desire to present him with this 
loving cup. 

Delegate Lewis then presented to 
President Gompers a magnificent loving 
cup. The entire Convention arose and 
applauded President Gompers. 

Delegate Lewis—There is, Mr. Presi- 
dent, another person in this Convention 
who has been just as loyal to duty, just 
as earnest in supporting the work as our 
worthy President, and just as interested 
at all times in the success of the move- 
ment. That person has been too long for- 
gotten by the leaders and the laymen of 
this magnificent movement of ours. To 
have an understanding of the real worth 
and the real value of the splendid sup- 
port that person has given to President 
Gompers, I need but recite a single in- 
cident. When this movement was young, 
when it was in its incipiency, when the 
Cigarmakers were struggling for an ex- 
istence, when they were in the midst of 
a contest and many of their members 
in want, realizing that Mr. Gompers was 
the leading figure in perpetuating that 
struggle against tyranny, when a posi- 
tion was offered him through the 
medium of his helpmate—offered to take 
him out of the way-she scorned the 
offer and said she would stand or fall 
with him, even though she starved In the 
effort. Therefore, as a slight token of 
the appreciation, the respect and the 
esteem of those who believe in this 
movement, we present to Mrs. Gompers 
this diamond ring. 

In acknowledging the gifts and in re- 
ply to the speech of presentation Presi- 
dent Gompers said, in part: 

Brother Lewis, Mr. Chairman and 
Friends: I do not know how to respond. 
I feel positively overwhelmed. This 
token of your respect and esteem is 
valued more than I can tell you. I do 
not know but that I have received at 
the hands of my fellow workers more 
than I deserve. It is a common saying 
that republics are ungrateful; and It 's 
still more generally said that labor cr- 


ganizations are ungrateful. As long as 
I ‚have lived and participated in the 
movement I have antagonized that 


thought with whatever power was in me, 
and have pointed to a number of men, 
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including myself, as a refutation of such 
a charge. 

As a young boy a little more than ten 
years of age I was put to work in & 
factory. Both by precept and from my 
father, who was a trade union man be- 
fore me, and by his example, I early be- 
came a union man, or rather a union 
boy. The spirit of justice, the spirit of 
liberty, the suffering of men and women, 
appealed to me, and together with the 
practical work in the labor movement 
the sentimental side appealed to me 
deeply. And being engaged in the days 
of my boyhood and young manhood with 
labor men, I was brought up in a very 
hard and cruel school of trade unionism. 
I was in the movement with Strasser, 
with P. J. McGuire, with Jim Duncan, 
with John B. Lennon and a number of 
others too numerous to mention, and we 
made up our minds that, no matter what 
came we would not permit ourselves to 
be diverted from our work in the labor 
„movement. If we were offered positions, 
either in our line of trade or work, if it 
was a matter of preferment in the shop 
or factory, if it was in the line of pre- 
ferment in business, or politics, or public 
position, we would not be diverted from 
the labor movement. We believed the 
opportunity which the men of labor gave 
us for the acquirement of information 
and knowledge, the opportunity to learn 
and to know, the opportunity to polish 
off some of the rough edges of our dispo- 
sitions and natures was a valuable 
asset, and that that asset did not belong 
to us alone, but belonged to the rank 
and file of the men and women of labor 
who gave us the opportunity to have 
that asset. 

It will not be difficult, therefore, for 
you to understand that temptations of 
that sort were indeed no temptations at 
all. In the work of the movement, 
whether on the platform or in the 
ofice, whether in conference here or 
elsewhere, whether among our own labor 
men or in conference with the captains 
of industry, never has an opportunity 
been let slip by that an effort was not 
made to say the right word at the right 
time in defense and advocacy of the 
rights of labor. 

In behalf of my children, my ten 
grandchildren, in behalf of my dear 
father, who although in his eightieth 
year is still a member in good standing 
of the Cigarmakers’ Union, in behalf of 
all those who respect and have confi- 
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dence in me, I want to thank you sin- 
cerely and heartily. In the few words 
I have said I have expressed to you 
but faintly—very faintly—my apprecia- 
tion of your good will and confldence, 
not merely in this loving cup, and not 
merely in the ring presented to my good 
wife, but for all your kind expressions. 
All I can say in return is that so long as 
life shall remain in me you may count 
that that asset you have afforded me the 
opportunity to acquire shall always be 
used for the very best welfare of the 
men and women of labor and the people 
in general. 

Mrs. Gompers was introduced to the 
Convention by Vice-President Duncan, 
and thanked the Convention for the 
beautiful gift presented to her. 


Delegate Sullivan (W. Q.), for the Com- 
mittee on Secretary’s Report, presented 
ihe following: 


Denver, Colo., November 17, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Delegates: We, your Commit- 
tee on Secretary's Report, after care- 
fully going over the same desire to sub- 
mit the following: 

After carefully going over that part of 
the report pertaining to ‘“Finances’’— 
we find the receipts for the fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 1907, and ending 
October 1, 1908, are absolutely correct. 

We also find the Secretary's report of 
expenditures for the same period when 
compared with the Treasurer’s report 
and the (financial table) report of the 
Auditing Committee agree in every re- 
spect. n that portion of the report in 
which the Secretary furnishes a table 
giving the receipts and the expenditures 
covering a period of twenty-eight years 
between 1 to 1908, we, your commit- 
tee, earnestly urge upon the delegates 
and organized labor in general to care- 
fully peruse this table showing the 
splendid achievements of the American 
Federation of Labor during the period 


noted. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


The table showing the growth in 
membership during the past nine years 
should indeed be very gratifying to the 
Organized Labor Movement of our coun- 
try when we consider that during that 
time to the present organized labor has 
encountered most of its bitterest 
struggles in the way of strikes, lockouts, 
writs of injunctions, Manufacturers’ As- 
soclations, Citizens’ Alliances and other 
strike-breaking institutions. Notwith- 
standing all the forces enumerated, the 
labor movement, under the banner of the 
American Federation of Labor, has con- 
tinued to grow larger in membership, 
richer in finances and the men of labor 
more determined than ever before to de- 
fend themselves against the merciless 
assaults of their enemies. 
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CORRECTION. 


In connection with that part of the 
Secretary's report bearing upon the cor- 
rection of the vote taken at the Norfolk 


Convention against the decision of Vice- 
President O’Connell while presiding, by 
Delegate T, L. Lewis on the resolution 


introduced by the latter while the case 
of the Flint Glass Workers was under 
discussion, the committee desire to say 
that we have taken the roll call of the 
Norfolk Convention giving the total vote 
at that time, and after comparing the 
votes of those who voted for and against 
the decision of the chair and those not 
voting at all, the comparison with the 
printed proceedings an the correction 
made by Secretary Morrison are correct. 

We desire to say further in connection 
with this matter that the committee have 
looked over the letters and correspond- 
ence of Delegate James P. Archiba d, of 
the Brotherhood of Painters and Deco- 
rators, and Delegate John J. Manning, 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers, the latter 
having appeared before the committee 
and verified his letter and signature in 
person. 

We desire to say that inasmuch as no 
objections were raised at the time of the 
vote being taken by the co-delegate of 
Delegate Archibald, we are of the 
opinion that the corrected vote as given 
in the report of Secretary Morrison 
should stand as the official vote taken at 
that time. The vote as corrected fol- 
ows: 


@eateeeneteeeesaanne 


NOT VOTING ....... cc . . . . :: 1. 
Total vote of the Norfolk Conven- 
tion ........ ................ ........ ....14. 910 


In concluding this report your commit- 
tee feel they should say a few words of 
commendation In regard to the very able 
manner in which the affairs of the Secre- 
tary’s office are being conducted when it 
is considered that during the past fiscal 
year alone, as the following statement 
will show, there have been issued from 
the headquarters the following: 

Duri the twelve months endin 
September 30, 1908, there has been issue 
from Headquarters an average of 1,419 
letters, circular letters and packages per 
day, as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by 
express and post...... ........ ....... 
Packages of literature and miscel- 
laneous supplies for Organisers 

and Others -................. ......... R 

cent envelopes ................6- ..... 56,568 
Circulars and circular letters in 

one cent envelopes 196,327 


Total ............... cnc encceces ces ce 4d, S48 

When we take into consideration that 
together with this vast amount of let- 
ters, express packages and literature 
sent out, the Secretary has been in con- 
stant touch with all the International 
Officers and their Organizers, the Organ- 
ixers of the American Federation of La- 


so. ........ ..... 
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dor, Officers of State Federations, City 
Central Bodies, Local and Federated La- 
bor Unions, and all Organizations con- 
nected with the American Federation of 
Labor and those who are indirectly con- 
nected, all this work has been carried on 
during the year just ended as in previ 
ous years, under the supervision of & 
retary Morrison, we unhesitatingly say 
that the affairs of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are being conducted In an 
able and efficient manner, commensurate 
with the duties involved through the of- 
fice of its Secretary. 
All of which your committee submits 
tor your hearty ‘approval. 
'raternally, 
rman; 
Secretary; 














W. A. CHRISMAN. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 

Delegate Nestor, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Education, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 


Denver, Colo., November 20, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Your Committee on Education respect- 
fully present the following: 

Resolution No. 2—By the International 
‘Typographical Unton delegation: 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in pamphlet form 
and convenlent for v ‘ket reference, 
@ Ilst of weekly, monthly and quarterly 
publications produced under union and 
non-union conditions; and 

‘WHEREAS, This list is intended for the 
guidance of ‘friends and supporters of 
fair wages, fair hours and fair condi- 
tions: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, ‘That all trade unlonists 
be requested to secure a copy of the list 
referred to, and that they guide them- 
selves by its contents in the purchase of 
weekly papers and monthly or quarterly 
magazines. . 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended Its 


adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

For Resolution No. 72, by Delegates 
A. B. Grout and James J. Dardis, of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union, the 




















committee offered the following substi- 
tute: 


WHEREAS, The President of the 
Buck's Stove and Range Company, Mr. 
3. W. VanCleave, who is also President 
of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers, has used such part of the million 
and half dollar war fund as he has suc- 
ceeded in hoodwinking the membership 
of the Manufacturers’ Association to pay, 
for the purpose of defraying, expense to 
prevent legislation from the United States 
Congress in the Interest of labor and 
the people generally, and influencing 
political parties from declari: in favor 
of_rellef prayed for by labor; and 

WHEREA! In pursuance of the ob- 
jects of the sald J. W. VanCleave, Pres 
dent of the Buck's Stove and Rang, 
Company, and President of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, to disrupt 
labor organizations, he has caused Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-President Mitchell 
and Secretary Morrison to be summoned 
in the Distrfct Court of the District 
Columbia to show cause why they should 
not be punished for contempt of court; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Editor of The 
American Federationist, the labor press, 
all friendly publi ions, the committee 
of Central Bodies all Organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
and they are hereby requested to carry 
on a campaign of education so that the 
rights and interests of labor and the 
people generally be best conserved. 

RESOLVED, That in order to afford 
the best legal protection possible to those 
who are at present defending themselves 
in the interests of Union Labor, and 
those who may be attacked on account 
of their attitude in the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Company's case, that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be authorized to levy 
such assessments from time to time as 
in its Judgment may be necessary to 
protect and advance the rights and the 
interests of the trades union movement; 
be it further 

RESOLVED. That If the present con- 
tempt proceedings instituted against 
President Gompers, Vice-President Mit- 
chell and Secretary Morrison result In 
thelr being found gullty, that on the 
second Sunday after such finding all 
Central Bodies be requested to hold pro- 
test meetings and Invite friendly socleties 
and the general public to participate. 


Delegate Grout—I am in favor of the 
report of the committee, and hope it will 
be adopted by unanimous vote. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred In, the vote being unani- 
mous, 


Resolution No. 8—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samvel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, According to latest gov- 
ernment statistics there are six hundred 
thousand textile workers in this country, 
over sixty per cent, of whom are women 
and children, many of them working 
long hours and for meager wages, mak- 


















































ing the work of organising them both 
slow and difficult; and 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America are at the present time 
conducting an aggressive campaign of 
organization among their people, both 
North and South, having increased their 
per capita tax sixty per cent. during this 
work. and to enable them to place more 
organizers in the field; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, instruct the 
Executive Council to lend every assist- 
ance to the United Textile Workers of 
America in their efforts to bring about 
a better organization, and thereby better 
conditions among the many thousands 
of textile workers throughout the coun- 
try, especially among the women and 
children. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee reported as follows on 
that portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council under the caption of ‘“In- 
dustrial Education”: 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


We note with satisfaction the splendid 
progress accomplished by the Executive 
Council along the lines of Industrial Ed- 
ucation, carrying out the Instruction of 
the Norfolk Convention. Much data and 
material have been brought to hand and 
referred to you. committee. But your 
committee feels that in no sense with 
the limited time allotted them can they 
make a complete report on the value of 
the mass of material referred to them on 
this subject. and we can best submit our 
reco 7 mmendations in the following reso- 
ution: 

WHEREAS. Industrial Education is 
necessary and inevitable for the progress 
of an industrial people: and 

WHEREAS. There are two groups with 
o site methods, and seeking antagonis- 
tic ends, now advocating industrial edu- 
cation In the Urited States: and 

WHEREAS, One of these groups is 
largely composcd of the non-union em- 
ployers of the country who advance in- 
dustrial education as a spectal privilege 
under conditions that educate the stu- 
dent or apprentice to non-union sym- 
pathies and prepare him as a skilled 
worker for scab labor and strike-break- 
ing purposes. thus using the children of 
the workers against the interests of their 
organized fathers and brothers In the 
varione crafts: and 

WHEREAS, This group also favors 
the tratning of the student or apprentice 
for skill in enly one industrial process, 
thus making the graduate a skilled 
worker in only a very limited sense and 
rendering him entirely heloless If lack of 
employment comes in his single sub- 
division of a craft: and 

WHEREAS. The other croup on 
posed o educators, en en 
epresentatives: of organized labor and 
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persons engaged in genuine social service, 
who advocate industrial education as a 
common right to be open to all children 
on equal terms to be provided by gen- 
eral taxation and kept under the con- 
trol of the whole people with a method 
or system of education that will make 
the apprentice or graduate a skilled 
craftsman, in all the branches of his 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor has the 
largest personal and the highest public 
interest in the subject of industrial edu- 
cation, and should enlist its ablest and 
best men In behalf of the best system, 
under conditions that will promote the 
interests of the workers and the general 
welfare: now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President, in 
conjunction with the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
be and i3 hereby authorized to appoint 
as fal committee of at least fifteen, 
to composed of a majority of trade 
union members of this Convention, who 
will serve without compensation and in- 
cur no expenses other than necessary and 
legitimate expenditure within the judg- 
ment of the President and Executive 
Council, to investigate the methods and 
means of industrial education in this 
countrv and abroad, and to report Its 
findings, conclusions and recommenda- 
tions to the next annual meeting of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted. 


The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Nestor, Furuseth, Wilson 
(W. B.), Sarber, Handley, Frayne, 
Wheeler and Vice-President Valentine. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 


On that portion of the President’s re- 
port under the caption, ‘‘Organized Farm- 
ers and Organized Labor,’’ and that por- 
tion of the report of the Executive 
Council under the caption, ‘Farmers’ Or- 
ganizations,’’ the committee reported as 
follows: 


Your committee have viewed with ap- 
proval and appreciation the organization 
and owth of the two great farmers’ 
organizations, The National Farmers’ 
Union and the American Society of 
Equity, and the friendly attitude which 
they have manifested towards the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor and the policies 
which we have adopted in the interest 
of America’s Workers. The exchange 
of fraternal delegates has already borne 
good fruft, for these organizations of 
farmers have become deeply interested 
in those fundamental questions which 
affect the American Workmen's stand- 
ard of living. and their Influence has al- 
readv been felt in the industrial and 
legislative fields. 

e most heartily approve of the action 
of the Executive Council in delegati 
representation to the Conventions 
these two great organisations. The 
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interest which they have manifested and 
their evident Intention to take an active 
rt in those reforms, social and in- 
ustrial, as well as legislative, has 
opened up avenues through which we 
may spread a wider knowledge of those 
special and general methods by which 
we seek to advance the welfare and 
interest of the American Workman. 


The opportunities presented through 
exchange of fraternal delegates has en- 
abled the organized farmer to become 
more fully acquainted with the evils of 
child labor, the sweatshop, and the pro- 
ducts of contract convict labor, and to 
recognize that he can greatly assist in 
eliminating these social and industrial 
evils by demanding the union label, when 
purchasing. So strongly has the value 
of our union label impressed itself, that 
these organizations have adopted the 
same method of designating their prod- 
ucts, so that to-day the labels of these 
Farmers’ Unions are to be found in the 
markets of our largest cities. 

Your committee have had an opportu- 
nity of conferring with Mr. George B. 
Lang, Colorado State President of the 
National Farmers’ Union, who has 
pointed out the great benefit that will 
accrue to the workers of this country, 
by close co-operation along the lines of 
this report. 

Your committee are of the opinion that 
these organizations will prove a most 
important factor in the people’s welfare 
and that their influence will hasten the 
day when unfair, avaricious and un- 
scrupulous employers will no longer be 
able to find a ready market for the nrod- 
uct of the child, the defenseless inmate 
of the sweatshop, and the convict whose 
term of imprisonment is used for the 
unholy heaping up of wealth for the 
contractor, while his reformation and the 
conditions which would provide for his 
safe return to society are given but a 
secondary place or entirely overlooked. 
-To the end that the work of education 
already begun may be carried on, and 
the bonds of common interest and friend- 
ship strengthened still further, we 
would recommend: That two fraternal 
delegates shall be selected who will of- 
ficially represent the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at the Conventions of the 
National Farmers’ Union and the Ameri- 
can Soclety of Equity. We would sug- 
gest that the President of the American 
Federation of Labor should be desig- 
nated as one of these delegates and that 
the other be selected by the Executive 

ouncil. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Mahon—Inasmuch as there is 
already in the hands of the Committee 
on Organization a resolution that will be 
reported here, calling attention to the 
farm laborers nd asking that an inves- 
tigation into the condition of farm labor 
be made, I move to amend the report of 
the committee by adding: ‘The frater- 
nal delegates in visiting the Farmers’ 
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Convention be instructed to make an in- 
vestigation Into the conditions and wages 
of the farm laborers."’ 


The amendment was seconded and 
adopted. The report of the committee, 
as amended, was adopted. 


On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
‘Conservation of Natural Resources,’ the 
committee reported as follows: 


The conservation of the nation’s nat- 
ural resources is a subject of the most 
vital importance to all our people. While 
nature with a lavish hand has covered 
our land with vast forests of trees and 
filled the earth in abundance with min- 
erals and metals, so necessary to the 
welfare and progress of our civilization, 
avariciousn2ss or. the cne d and an 
almost criminal carelessness on the 
other has already laid waste a large 
portion of our natural resources, upon 
which we depend, and upon which our 
children, and our children’s children, 
the great American people, must depend. 

The gifts of nature belong to the peo- 
ple of the earth, and our own natural 
resources should be protected from the 
hands of those who through indifference, 
wanton avarice or ignorance would al- 
low the gifts of nature to be wasted and 
destroyed, or assume that form which 
would allow a few to grasp to-day, and 
retain for the future, those gifts of na- 
ture which should be used for the wel- 
fare of the people as a whole, and not 
for the benefit and aggrandizement of a 
ew. 

We, your committee, view with ap- 
proval the steps taken by President 
Roosevelt in calling a conference of gov- 
ernors of our several states to con- 
sider this question, and endorse his ac- 
tion in inviting President Gompers and 
Vice-President Mitchell to take part in 
the deliberations of this conference, as 
representatives of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

We heartily endorse the action of the 
Executive Council in authorising the 
participation of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in co-operating with the 
general movement inaugurated at the 
conference at Washington for the pres- 
ervation of the nation’s natural re- 
sources, and would earnestly recommend 
that the Executive Council at all times 
use its best efforts to assist any legiti- 
mate movement which has for its object 
the protection and conservation of the 
natural resources of our country. 


JOS. F. VALENTINE, Chairman; 
AGNES NESTOR, Secretary; 
GEO. D. WOODILL 

JOSEPH P. GIBBONS, 

GEO. M. MARTIN, 

E. ARNOLD, 

EDW. B. GOLTRA, 

ANNA E, McKEE, 

JULIUS T. JOHNSTON, 

I. B. KUHN 


JOHN A. VOLL, 
ERNEST BOHM, 
WM. J. TRACY, 
P. F. RICHARDSON. 
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Delegate Nestor—I mov the adoption 
of the report of the committee as a 
whole, as amended. (Seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote.) 


Delegate Fiannery, for the Special 
Committee appointed to consider that por- 
tion of the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil under the caption "American Federa- 
tion of Labor Office Buillding,’’ pre- 
sented the following: 


Report of the Special Committee Ap- 
inted to Consider the Advisability of 
recting an Office Bullding at Wash- 

ington, D. C., Suitable for the Wants 
and Requirements of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting: The Special Committee ap- 
pointed by President Gompers, by and 
with the consent of the Convention, to 
whom was referred that part of the Exe- 
cutive Council's report referring to and 
dealing with the erection of an _ office 
building at Washington, D. C., suitable 
for the transaction of the affairs and 
business of the American Federation of 
Labor, held several meetings, at which 
Preisdent Gompers and Secretary Morri- 
son were present. We carefully con- 
sidered that part of the report referring 
to the erection of an office building and 
are satisfied, after listening to President 
Gompers and Secretary Morrison, that 
the present headquarters in Washington, 

., are not suitable nor large enough 
to transact business In a business man- 
ner. More floor space is wanted; larger 
offices for the President, Secretary and 
Executive Council are necessary, and re- 
ception rooms are required. e, there- 
fore, concur in the recommendation of 
the Executive Council that the American 
Federation of Labor bulld suitable and 
appropriate headquarters in Washington, 
D. C., that will be a credit to the organi- 
gations affillated, and a monument to 
the organised labor movement of 
America in the time to come. 

The local trades and federal labor 
unlons directly af_llated by charter 
have already voted in favor of a loan of 
$60.000 from the defense fund for that 
purpose, as per the letter submitted to 
them by President Gompers under date 
of September 2ist, 1%, by instructions 
of the Executive Council. Your commit- 
tee, however, believe that this sum is 
not sufficient to buy ground and erect a 
building thereon large enough to trans- 
act the business of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We would, therefore, 
recommend that authority be given the 
Executive Council to devise ways and 
means to raise $30,000 more, making in 
all $8,000, and we feel sure that with 
this amount at their disposal land can 
be purchased and an office building 
erected in which the business and affairs 
of the American Federation of Labor 
can be transacted and conducted in an 
up-to-date manner: and in which its 
wants and requirements can be attended 
to without undue delay. 
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We consider it unjust to the officers of 
the American Federation of bor, or 
any other ‘labor organization, to be re- 
quired to work and transact business in 
small, stuffy, dingy, ill ventilated and 
poorly lighted offices. 

We, therefore, concur with the Execu- 
tive Council in the proposition of buying 
ground outright, and building’ offices 
thereon for the American Federation of 
Labor, in Washington, D. C 


FRANK DUFFY, Chairman; 


JOHN R. HOLMES 
MISS MELVIA RICHTER, 
F. M. RYAN, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 
JOHN R. DUNNE, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
Special Committee. 

Delegate Flannery—I move the adoption 
of the report of the Special Committee. 
(Seconded.) - 

Delegate Furuseth—I would like to ask 
whether the committee has considered 
the possibility of the building being 
seized for damages? 

Delegate Duffy (Frank)—The committee 
went into that thoroughly. I was par- 
ticularly interested in it because we have 
had this question up in the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters, and to-day the roof is 
going on the office building of our organi- 
zation in Indianapolis, Ind. We consulted 
legal authority and were advised not to 
incorporate. We asked if the property 
could not be seized for damages, and 
were told that was not what the em- 
ployers wanted; that they wanted to tle 
up the funds of the organizations. If 
the property should be attached the case 
could be put at the end of the docket, 
come up in two or three years, be put 
back again, and by that time the strike 
would be over. 

Delegate Perham—The Order of Rall- 
way Telegraphers took under considera- 
tion this same question, and arrived at 
the conclusion that if our building was 
going to be attached it would have to be 
attached, and that we would not con- 
sider it a very bad business investment 
if it was attached. If the organizations 
have no right to their own buildings the 
sooner we settie that the better it will 
be for this movement. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Perham, for the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to make an effort to se- 
cure amalgamation of the two Interna- 
tional Unions of Car Workers, reported 
as follows: 
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“in presenting this report I desire to 
preface it by saying that the representa- 
tives of the two organizations at interest 
were not equipped with the necessary 
power to settle the questions that were 
presented. However, we arrived at & 
method of eventually settling the dis- 
putes that have been running along for 
years. Our method is contained in the 
following report’: 


To the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Greeting—Your Special Committee a 
pointed to make an effort to secure amal- 
gamation between the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers and the 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen beg 
leave to report that after several con- 
ferences between the parties at interest 
and your committee, at which all phases 
of the matters were discussed, it was 
agreed to: 

That the Grand Chief Carman of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen will put 
to a referendum vote the question of 
affillation with the American Federation 
of Labor, also the appointment of five 
members, with full power to act, to meet 
with a like committee of the Interna- 
tional Association of Car Workers and 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for the purpose of 
formulating a plan of amalgamation of 
the two organizations. 

Thnt the Grand President of the Inter- 
national Association of Car Workers 
will put to a referendum vote the ques- 
tion of appointment of five members, 
with full power to act, to meet with a 
like committee of the Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen and the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor for the purpose of formulating a 

lan of amalgamation of the two organ- 


tions. 
FRANK L. RONEMUS, 
Grand Chief Carman, Brotherhood of 
Rallway Carmen. 


8. F. RICHARDSON, 
Grand President, International Asso- 
clation of Car Workers. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


H. S. PERHAM, 

WILBUR BRAGGINS, 

8. J. FLANNERY, 
Special Committee. 


Delegate Perham—I move the adoption 
of the report of the Special Committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Delegate Moffitt—I move that the elec- 
tion of officers be made a special order 
of business for 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. (Seconded by Delegate Ryan (W. 
D.). 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move as an 
amendment that ‘9’ be stricken out and 
‘10° inserted. (Seconded.) 
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Vice-President Duncan—I move as.an 
amendment to the amendment that the 
rule making Saturday afternoon a half 
holiday be suspended and that the elec- 
tion of officers take place at 2 o’clock. 
(Seconded, but not carried.) 

Delegate Moffitt—I accept the amend- 
ment offered by Vice-President O’Connell. 

The motion offered by Delegate Moffitt 
was adopted as amended. 

Delegate McCarthy, for the Committee 
on Organization, presented the following 
report: 

To the Officers and Members of the 


Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

We, your Committee on Organization, 
beg leave to submit the following report 
upon the resolutions referred to us: 


Resolution No. 5—By Delegate James 
Whittaker, of Federal Labor Union 11,823: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union 11,823 
of Evanston, Wyoming, consisting of 
machinists’ he'pers, pipe men and help- 
ers, boiler washers, fire lighters, station- 
ary firemen, engine wipers and wrecking 
engineers employed on the Union Pacific 
Rallroad, have been reduced 30 to 50 per 
cent. in the last year, and we can not 
secure any redress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 

laced in the field to cover the entire 

nion Pacific System from Omaha to 
Evanston for the purpose of thoroughly 
organizing the above named employes of 
the Union Pacific into Federal Labor 
Unions, to the end that they can resist 
further reduction and secure improved 
conditions. 

The committee reported as follows: 
“Your committee concur in the resolution 
and recommend that it be referred to 
the Executive Council for their favorable 
consideration, and also recommend that 
the Executive Council instruct all Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor organizers in 
that part of the country to pay particu- 
lar attention to the organizing of the 
men named in the resolution.’’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Dunn, Lennon, Shamp and 
Morris. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 24 be amended to read as fol- 
lows, and that when so amended it be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
favorable consideration: 

Resolution No. 24—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council: 
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WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of Milwaukee, employing thousands of 
craftsmen of the metal trades, have in 
the past year reduced wages and at this 
tine, while so many are unemployed, are 
endeavoring, and have started in some 
shops the system of piece or task wor 
and the members of the various me 
trades organizations are doing all in 
their power to defend and sustain their 
Constitutions from the wanton attacks 
of corporate power, which seeks to take 
advantage of this panic and fasten upon 
its employes a slavish condition of servi- 
tude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the In- 
ternational Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America having been engaged in a bitter 
strike in this city for over two years 
we feel that the conditions of the metal 
trades in Milwaukee must be looked after 
sharply: and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we view it with serious 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
nize in it an insidious attack on organized 
labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee 
Metal Trades Council of the Metal 
Trades Devartment of the American 
Federation of Labor, request the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 

Labor to send an organizer of some 
metal trades craft to Milwaukee in the 
spring of 1909. for a period of not less 
than four months. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 34 be referred to the Executive 
Council when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 4—By Delegate James 
McKenzie, of the International Broom 
and Whisk Makers Union: 


WHEREAS, The International Broom 
and Whisk Makers’ Union is seriously 
menaced by reason of the fact that the 
various penal institutions are engaged in 
the broom making industry, thereby en- 
tering Into direct competition with free 
labor to the detriment of the latter: and 

WHEREAS, But a small portion of the 
Broom Makers are organized, because of 
the reasons above enumerated: and 

WHEREAS, The Broom and Whisk 
Makers’ International Union is unable, by 
reason of its small membership, to rem- 
edv these deplorable conditions, and they 
desire assistance from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: therefore, be It 

RFSOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
ci] of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby requested to detail an organ- 
izer to assist in upbullding the Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ International Union, and 
co-operate with the officers of that or- 
ganization. 


The committee further recommended 
that the Executive Council be requested 
to instruct all American Federation of 
Labor organizers and request all Central 
and State Bodies to pay personal atten- 
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tion to the organising of Broom and 
Whisk Makers; and in order that the 
greatest assistance possible be rendered 
to the Broom and Whisk Makers’ Inter- 
national Union, the committee further 
recommended that the proper officers of 
the same be requested to keep the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
bor informed as to the localities in which 
assistance is most desired. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 37, when amended 
to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegates Jo 
Evans and J. F. McHugh, of the Jour- 


neymen Stone Cutters Association of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, There is at present a dual 
organization of stone cutters styling 
themselves ‘The National Stone Cutters 
Association; and 

WHEREAS, This association {s formed 
solely of seceders from the parent body, 
“The Journeymen Stone Cutters’ Associa- 
tion of North America:’ and 

WHEREAS, This dual organization was 
formed and Is governed and controlled 
by the Employers’ Association, who use 
it as a menace and a means of disrup- 
tion to organized labor, sending Its mem- 
bers as strike breakers into every local- 
ity where trouble occurs between the 
Employers and the Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Association of North America; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That the Executive 
Council be requested to instruct all 
affiliated Central Bodies to comply with 
Section 1 of Article XI of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor Constitution; 
that the Journeymen Stone Cutters’ As- 
sociation of North America, which is 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, shall be sustained in every pos- 
sible manner by every member of the 
American Federation of Labor in the 
protection of their organization and the 
enforcement of their rights. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 40 be referred to the Executive 
Council for favorable consideration when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 40—By Delegate Chas. 
E. Jeske, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, A resolution was intro- 
duced at the Norfolk Convention asking 
for an organizer for Southern Wisconsin, 
and referred to the Executive Council 
for action, and since no organizer has 
been sent to this day: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil send an organizer to Wisconsin in 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


compliance with Resolution No. M of the 
Norfolk Convention. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 43—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, of the California State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, There are in this country 
some three millions of agricultural 
workers and laborers, who seek work 
wherever it can be found, having no 
homes, chiefly because their earnings are 
such as to prevent them from assuming 
family responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, These men need organiza- 
tion as much as any men now in our 
country; and 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest inter- 
est of our movement that these men 
should be acquainted with our movement 
that they may learn to love it; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of their condi- 
tion they can do but little for themselves, 
especial y in the beginning; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Organization be instructed to go care- 
fully into the form of organization that 
might be useful to agricultural workers 
with a view of the American Federation 
of Labor putting forth all the force avall- 
able to help organization amongst these 
men. 


Your committee recommend that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council and the Council be requested to 
investigate the working conditions of 
farm laborers, and establish organiza- 
tions of the same wherever possible. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth spoke at some 
length in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee and the resolution. 

The motion to concur In the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 53—By Delegate James 
Kotera, of the South Omaha Central 
Labor Council: 


Present conditions within South Omaha 
demand that the work of organization 
be pushed with all possible vigor. Since 
the great strike of 1%4 in all packing 
centers, the unlons among the packing 
house employes of South Omaha have 
been utterly demoralized, and are in need 
of assistance at the present time. Pres- 
ent conditions and local sentiment make 
the time of reorganization strategic. 

Furthermore, the Clerks, Bartenders, 
Cigarmakers, Steam Fitters and other 
locals, who in the past have maintained 
unions, could be organized at the present 
time with great added strength to all 
concerned in the labor movement. 

WHEREAS, The above statement of 
facts shows to a small degree the need, 
desirability and assured success of im- 
mediate action in the reorganization of 
dismembered unions; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, B the Central Labor 
Union of South a, Neb., that we 
urge the Organisation Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, to send a salaried or- 
ganizer to said city to spend a consider- 
able time among the packing house em- 
ployes and other unions, as the local 
Central body shall direct. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 56—-By Delegate 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Councils in the cities of Oakland, Cal., 
San Jose, Cal., Sacramento, Cal. and 
San Francisco, Cal., have affiliated with 
them unions of carpet mechanics: and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter. 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measurers: and 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics’ 
Unions affillated with the above men- 
tioned bodies have seceded from the Up- 
bolsterers’ International Union of North 
America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor request all National Unions affiliated 
to notify their Local Unions seated in the 
above mentioned Building Trades Coun- 
cils to use thelr good offices in order 
to induce the Carpet Mechanics to affill- 
ate with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America; therefore, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Carpet Mechanics failing to apply for a 
charter of affiliation from the Uphols- 
terers’ International Union within sixty 
days from the date of adjournment of 
this Convention the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
shall request all Local Unions seated in 
the above mentioned bodies to unseat 
Carpet Mechanics’ locals not affiliated 
with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America. 


Your committee recommend that the 
resolution be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and that organization 
be requested to instruct its affiliated 
bodies to comply with Section 1 of Arti- 
cle XI of the American Federation of La- 
bor Constitution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 66 when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 66—-By Delegates T. J. 
Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, John H. Wal- 
lace, Thos. S. Farrell and W. Q. Sulli- 
van, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 


James 
Inter- 
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ployes International Alllance and Bar- 
tenders International League of Amer- 
ica: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that the women wage earners of this 
country are forced to labor under dis- 
tressing and inhuman conditions, working 
long hours for miserably small wages 
hardly sufficient to keep body and soul 
together; and 

HEREAS, The women employed in 
ublic service establishments, such as 
otels, restaurants, cafes and similar in- 
stitutions are by reason of their unor- 
ganized conditions suffering under @ 
species of bondage that should not pre- 
vail in a free country such as ours is 
alleged tc be; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that if the 
organized workers and such organiza- 
tions that seek to ameliorate the dis- 
tressing conditions under which the wo- 
men wage earners of our country are 
forced to labor will lend their assist- 
ance, that with such co-operation our In- 
ternational Union will able in the 
very near future to produce excellent re- 
sults in establishing and organizing the 
women wage workers employed in the 
hotels, restaurants and similar public 
service establishments into good, active 
unions: and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the or- 
ganized workers of America are opposed 
to intolerable conditions and meager com- 
pensation for all the men and women of 
this land: Government statistics show 
that there are hundreds of thousands of 
unorganized female workers employed in 
the hotels, restaurants, etc., in these 
United States who by reason of the long 
hours they are compelled to toll and gen- 
erally unsanitary accommodations are 
seldom free from the necessity of medical 
care and attention: therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we pledge the 
moral assistanee of every affiliated or- 
ganization to the before mentioned fe- 
male workers and urge the unionists and 
their friends to endeavor to establish in 
their respective cities unions of these 
female workers. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Sullivan (J. L.) and Delegate 
McCarthy. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 73, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 73—By Delegate Frank 
H. McCarthy, Massachusetts State 
Branch: 


WHEREAS, There are in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., upwards of three thou- 
sand men employed in the shipbuilding 
industry that are unorganized; there- 
fore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be directed to consider the advisabil- 
ity of placing in the city of Quincy, 

ss., an American Federation of Labor 
Organizer for at least six months of the 
year 1909. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 7%—By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers In- 
ternationa] Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that there are at present among the 
great industrial army of toiling work- 
men thousands of unorganized Italians 
who need the protection of the American 
Federation of bor and its affiliated Na- 
tional and International Unions, and be- 
lieving that the best results can o be 
accomplished by the employment of an 
organizer who can speak the language of 
these people: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall consider the ap- 
pointment of a man who can speak, read 
and write the Italian language and best 
fitted to fill the office of organizer, that 
these people may be ven the oppor- 


tunity to understand e benefit of or- 
ganization. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council] for their favorable consideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. %8—By Delegate 8. J. 
Thompson, of the Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and William Morrison, of 
the Dallas, Texas, Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The Southwestern Organ- 
izer of the American Federation of Labor 

too large a territory to cover In the 
best interest of the American Federation 
of Labor, said territory comprising the 
states and territories of Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and the In- 
dian Territory; and 

WHEREAS, For the past several years 
Texas, which Is a part of the Southwest- 
ern territory, has not received any bene- 
fit from the so-called Southwestern Or- 
ganizer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to investigate the matter and 
appoint an O nizer for the state of 
Texas, if he thinks it will be profitable 
to the American Federation of bor and 
the general labor movement, the said Or- 
ganizer to work in conjunction with offi- 

als and organizers of the Farmers’ 
Unions of the state of Texas. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be referred to the Executive Council for 
favorable consideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 


lution No. 8 be referred to the Execu- 
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tive Council for favorable consideration, 
when amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate H. H. 
Boettger, of the Iowa State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, It is evident that in or- 
ganization and unison there is strength; 


an 

WHEREAS, In this Convention no 
point has been more forcibly emphasized 
than that we must organize the unor- 
ganized; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be requested to send an organizer into 
the State of Iowa, whose sole purpose it 
shall be to organize and to act in con- 
junction with the officers of all Central 
Bodies and President of the Iowa State 
Federation of Labor to secure the affilia- 
tion of all unions with the Central 
Bodies and these in turn to affillate with 
the State Federation of Labor. 

On motion the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 


LOS ANGELES. 


The Norfolk Convention directed that 
an effort be made to improve the labor 
conditions of Los Angeles and elsewhere, 
and authorized an assessment of one cent 
per member on each of the affiliated or- 
ganizations. This assessment was levied, 
which yielded $15,342.02. We have had 
two organizers nearly the entire year 
at Los Angeles, Messrs. Arthur A. Hay 
and William E. Terry. Headquarters 
were established and an assistant em- 
ployed. Reports from Los Angeles in- 
dicate considerable improvement. 


On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion, the committee recommended that 
efforts to improve the labor conditions of 
Los Angeles be continued. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire to take the 
floor for a minute, because at the last 
Convention we informed the delegates 
that a lockout of our members had taken 
place in that city, they being notified to 
return their books or lose their jobs. 
They did not return their books. Our 
organization has spent $40,000 In the past 
year, the city has been cleaned up, and 
we have solid union shops in the city. 
We are under obligations to the Ameri- 


can Federation of Labor for sending’ 


Brother Terry to that city. He assisted 
us materially. 

Vice-Presjdent Duncan—The Granite 
Cutters in Los Angeles won their strike 
after our men had been out and paid 
strike benefits for fifty-two weeks. | 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried 
by unanimous vote. 


‘from Robert G. McClure, 


. main in session until 6:30. 
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Delegate McCarthy—That completes the 
report of the Committee on Organization, 
which is signed. 


T HAWLEY, 
W. CHURCHILL, 
& HUDDELL 


HOMER D. CALL, 
JOHN J. PFEIFFER. 

On motion of Delegate McCarthy the 
report of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion addressed to Delegate O. P. Smith 
Secretary of 
the Indianapolis Commercial Club, urging 
that the next Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be held in that 
city. 

The Secretary stated that similar 
letters has been received from Mr, Mc- 
Clure by President Gompers, Delegate 
Duffy (Frank) and Delegate Lynch (J. M.) 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.) stated that a 
similar letter had been received by him, 
and that he had answered that while he 
would like to see the Convention go to 
Indianapolis he favored the next Conven- 
tion going to Toronto. 

A letter from the President of the 
Board of Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, addressed to President 
Gompers, was read, urging the American 
Federation of Labor to hold its next 
Convention in Washington, D. C. 

Delegate Fairgrieve moved that the 
Convention remain in session until 7:30 
p. m. (Seconded, but not carried.) 


Delegate Murray moved that the rules 
be suspended and that the Convention re- 
(Seconded, but 
not carried.) 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the rules be suspended and that the Con- 
vention reconvene at 8 a. m., Saturday. 
(Lost.) 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved that the 
rules be suspended and that a session be 
held on Saturday afternoon, the morning 
session to convene at 9 o’clock and ad- 
journ at 12 o'clock. (Seconded and car- 
ried.) 


The Convention was adjourned under 
the rules to meet at 9 o’clock a. m., 
Saturday, November 21. 


ELEVENTH DAY-—Saturday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Saturday, November 21st, Treas- 
urer Lennon in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Bechtold, Wil- 
liams (J. J.), Hoag, Fuller, Potter, Tracy 
W. J.), Goltra, Miller (Jesse), Olander, 
lark, Byrnes, arey (John) ayes (Max 
8.), Powell, Davis (Austin), Welch, ood, 
Robinson (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Moore, 
Woodman, Carroll, Kotera, Nutt, Snyder, 
Fizer, Rittaker, Frazier (G. L.), Mc- 


Delegate Perham asked the unanimous) 


consent of the Convention to the intro- 
duction of a resolution. No objection be- 
ing offered, Delegate Perham presented 
the following: 


At a meeting held at the Albany Hotel, 
Denver, Colorado, November 2, 1908, a 
Railroad Employes’ Department of the 
American Federation of Labor was or- 
ganized by the reppresentatives of ten 
affiliated organizations. 

H. B. Perham was elected Chairman 
and P. J. Flannery Secretary. The pur- 
pose of the department is to enhance the 
welfare of all railroad employes: to aid 
in more closely organizing all such em- 
ployes, and seek to affiliate the unafBill- 
ated with the American Federation of 
Labor. To further the interest of em- 
ployes by means of legisiation, and to 
take such action as may be necessary 
to protect their interests. The first Con- 
vention of the department will be held 
immediately after the Convention closes. 

The undersigned move that the forma- 
tion of said department receive the en- 
dorsement of this Convention. 


H. B. PERHAM, 
Order of Rallroad Telegraphers, 

P. J. FLANNERY, 
International Freight Handlers Union, 

J. A KLI na 
a 


. a ry 


The Brotherhood of Boilermakers, 
Iron Shipbuilders of America. 
JAS. O'CONNELL, 

The International Association of Ma- 


chinists, 

P. F. RICHARDSON, 
The International Association of Car- 
workers, 


J. J. MOCKLER, 
The International Brotherhood of Black- 


smiths, 
WILBUR BRAGGINS, 
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, 
F. G. HAWLEY, 
Switchmen’s Union of North America, 
B. LOWE 


A. B. . 
International Brotherhood of Mainte- 
nance of Way Employes. 
J. J. SULLIVAN, 
The International Association of Steam- 
fitters of America. 


Delegate Perham moved the adoptien 
of the resolution. The motion was sec- 
onded by Delegate Ramsay, and carried 
by unanimous vote of the Convention. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate Wheeler, for the Committee on 
Building Trades, presented the following 
report: 


Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twentv-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—Your Committee on Bullding 
Trades, to which was referred various 
matters contained in the reports of the 
President and Executive Council, also 
resolutions presented to the Convention, 
submit the following: 

Resolution No. 2—-By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 


WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused to 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of sald dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


The committee recommended that the 
matter be referred to the Building Trades 
Department for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Fyfe and Delegate Crampton 
spoke in opposition to the report of the 
committee, and argued that the matter 
should be settled by the Convention. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate 
Huber spoke in favor of the report of 
the committee. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the action of the Executive Council, as 
stated in the following portion of their 
report, and recommended that it be re- 
ferred to the Building Trades Department 
for adjustment and drawing the Hne of 
demarcation: 
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PLUMBERS-STEAM FITTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
@ refers to the dispute between the 
United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers of the United States and Can- 
ada, and the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America, and provides that three 
representatives from each organization 
meet with a representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the purpose 
of arranging an agreement defining the 
jurisdiction of the two organizations. 


This conference was held at headquar- 
ters at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives of the above named organ 
tions and President Gompers. No agree- 
ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the organizations in 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter, decided that the 
subject-matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention with the recommendation 
that It be referred to the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation 
of Labor for adjustment. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 
To the report of the committee Dele- 


gate Costello offered the following amend- 
ment: 


“The committee recommend that the 
suggestion of the Executive Council, with 
the reference to the Internationa) Asso- 
ciation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers, be adopted. We further 
recommend that the Building Trades De- 
partment assembled in Convention in 
Denver, Colo., November 23, 1908, outline 
the jurisdiction of the organization of 
the International Association of Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of 
America and the United Association of 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers of the United 
States and Canada. This shall be done 
immediately in order to promote har- 
mony among the members of the two 
organizations, and to protect the inter- 
ests of both trades in accordance with 
the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor.’ (Seconded.) 


In the amendment, as offered by Dele- 
gate Costello, the titles of the organiza- 
tions were abbreviated. At the request 
of Delegate Tracy the titles were given 
in full. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 


gates Alpine, Mangan, Tracy, Costello, 
Leonard and Sullivan (J. J.). 
The amendment offered by Delegate 


Costello was adopted, and the report of 
the committee, as amended, was adopted. 
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Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Eugene 
Merz,. of the Pittsburg Central Labor 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers of Pittsburg, 
Local No. 218, is and has been the d y 
recognized local of Steam Fitters an 
Helpers in the city of Pittsburg; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers are affillated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
through a charter which grants to them 
the jurisdiction over steam fitters and 
helpers; and 

HEREAS, The United Assoctation 
Plumbers Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement in the city of Pittsburg by 
endeavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers’ Local 
No. 27, in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the actions of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and elpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 
Labor, and that the Convention so order. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended 
adoption of Resolution No. 91, 
amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 91—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Modern Woodmen of 
America, many of the members of 
which organization are also members of 
trades unions, is now erecting, at Colo- 
rado Springs a home for its aged and 
indigent members, on which are em- 
ployed workmen who are neither Wood- 
men nor members of the unions of their 
respective crafts; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor of Colorado Springs has been un- 
able to induce the superintendent in 
charge to employ union labor; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
this Convention be {Instructed to urge 
the Executive Officials of the Modern 
Woodmen of America to employ only 
members of trades unlons in the erection 
and completion of the Home. 


the 
when 
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On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that the 
following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the 
Building Trades Department for adjust- 
ment: 


HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING 
LABORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 


Upon the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recom- 
mended that the matter be referred to 
this Convention, with the further recom- 
mendation that it be referred by you to 


the Building Trades Department of the 
American ederation of Labor for ad- 
justment. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 


Delegate D’Allesandro, Delegate Stem- 
burgh and Delegate Murray. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


The committee recommended that the 
following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the 
Building Trades Department for adjust- 
ment: 


WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATH- 
ERS—BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
110. which deals with the dispute be- 
tween the above named organizations, 
having been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver Convention, 
with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjudication. The 
officers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary-Treasurer Brandt 
of the International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers made the re- 
quest, "That you set forth in full the 
action of your Executive Board on this 
question which took place in March. 1%, 
and also set forth the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention on this question by quot- 
ing the action of the Building Trades 
Commitee In this dispute, which can be 
done by quoting the report of that com- 
mittee.’ In the event of the Convention 
adopting the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, all the papers in this 
matter will be referred to the Building 
Trades Department, thus complying 
with the request of Secretary-Treasurer 
Brandt. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

In conclusion of our report, your com- 
mittee note the progress made in the 
Building Trades since the Norfolk Con- 
vention, as shown at this time, in their 
Department. 

All the International Unions, eighteen 
in number, are now members of the 
Bullding Trades Department, except the 
Asbestos Workers and the Slate and Tile 
Roofers. Charters for seventy-seven 
councils have been granted. 

Notwithstanding the most adverse and 
depressing conditions existing during the 
period of its formation, the foregoing 
statement Indicates that the Department 
has made steady, practical progress. 

We the members of your Committee on 
Building Trades, are convinced that it is 
our duty to urge consistent co-operation 
on the part of all concerned in order 
to develop this Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in such man- 
ner as to effect the purposes outlined 
in the resolution as reported and passed 
by the Norfolk Convention, under which 
this Department was created. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WM. D. HUBER, Chairman; 
C. D. WHEELER, Secretary; 
J. J. SULLIVAN, 

FRANK FEENEY, 
CHARLES M. LEPS, 

J. C. BAHLHORN, 

T. E. KEOUGH, 

JAMES CRUICKSIIANK, 

D. D'ALLESANDRO, 

JO EVANS, 

THOS. B. CLARK, 

J. H. BARRY, 

MATT COMERFORD, 

F. J. McNULTY, 

WALTER V. PRICE. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
In. 

President Gompers—The Chair would 
like to inquire if the Committee on Bulld- 
ing Trades has given consideration to 
the matter referred to It by this Con- 
vention in regard to the issuance of char- 
ters to State Branches? 

Delegate Huber, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee—As none of the committee were 
officers of that Department we can not 
tell you whether they refused to Issue 
charters or not. We understand they 
have not. The committee had no Infor- 
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mation on the subject, and therefore 
could not report on it. 

President Gompers—If the committee 
had reported that they had no informa- 
tion that would have been some report, 
but there is no reference made to the 
matter which was referred to it. 

Vice-President Duncan—In the absence 
of a report from the Building Trades 
Committee on this subject, I move as an 
amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee that the American Federation of La- 
bor adhere to the conditions on which 
the Norfolk Convention decided tu organ- 
ize the Building Trades Department, and 
that the American Federation of Labor 
expects it to comply with the action of 
the Norfolk Convention. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate McSorley, Vice-President Duncan 
and Delegate Duffy (Frank). 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan was declared carried by a 
viva voce vote. A division was called for, 
and the amendment carried by a vote of 
96 to A. 

The concluding part of the report of 
the committee was adopted, and the re- 
port _of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 


Vice-President Keefe—I arise at this 
time on a question of personal privilege. 
I desire to make a statement that per- 
haps will in part at least clear the atmo- 
sphere regarding my position at this 
time. 


President Gompers—In the judgment of 
the Chair the delegate is entitled to the 
floor on a question of personal privilege, 
and he may state It. 

Vice-President Keefe—Within the past 
twenty-four hours I announced my de- 
termination not to be a candidate for re- 
election as a member of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, owing to the recommendation of 
the Committee on President’s Report, re- 
stricting members of the Council as to 
what they shall or shall not do In politi- 
cal contests. I have voted the Republi- 
can ticket in National affairs for thirty- 
two years, and will continue to vote the 
Republican ticket in National affairs un- 
til my conscience advises otherwise. 

I have been connected officially with 
the labor movement continuously perhaps 
longer than any other man in this 
Convention. I have been in the employ 
of the organization I represent, either in 
full or in part, for nearly twenty-elght 
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continuous years. During that period I 
had opposition to my election but once, 
or, in other words, I was elected with- 
out opposition twenty-seven times in 
twenty-seven years. There seems to be 
an impression, Mr. Chairman, that the 
Executive Council and myself are at vari- 
ance. In order that the delegates who 
are trying to convey that ideA may un- 
derstand more clearly that that infer- 
ence is made out of whole cloth I wish 
to make a statement. When I announced 
that I would not be a candidate for re- 
election to a position on the Executive 
Council, giving as my reason that I could 
not subscribe to the policy as recom- 
mended by the Committee on President's 
Report, every member of the Council, or 
nearly every member, appealed to me to 
reconsider my position and advised that 
I stand for re-election. So there is no 
division, misunderstanding or feeling be- 
tween any member of the Executive 
Council and myself that either I or they 
have shown. 


Mr. President, a large number of dele- 
gates have advised me to be a candidate 
for re-electien, saying if I would stand it 
would put the Convention on record as 
to what the future policy of the organ- 
ization should be. This I absolutely de- 
clined to do. My purpose in not being a 
candidate is one of principle, not because 
I feared defeat. Those who know me 
know quite well that if I only got half 
the vote of a Central Body I would stand 
for re-election if it were a matter of 
principle. 


Just one more word. The relations be- 
tween the President of the American 
Federation of Labor and the Executive 
Council and myself are as amicable to- 
day, I take it, as at any time during the 
past number of years. While we may 
not agree on some things we do agree 
wholly on our economic movement and 
will work jointly or collectively and in- 
dividually to advance that movement. If 
at any time I can be of any service or 
assistance to the President of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, to the Execu- 
tive Council or any organization repre- 
sented in this Convention—well, my serv- 
ices can be asked for and they will be 
forthcoming. I want to say, Mr. Chalr- 
man, that I have no feeling in this mat- 
ter at all; I bow to the will of the Con- 
vention in labor affairs. I want to re- 
iterate what I have already sald, that if 
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I can be of any service I want to render 
that service. 

In conclusion I want to thank the 
President and the members of the Execu- 
tive Council for the many courtesies ex- 
tended to me in the past and to express 
my deep appreciation to this Convention 
for the consideration given me at this 
time in allowing me to speak on a ques- 
tion of personal privilege. 

President Gompers—The hour for the 
special order of business, which is the 
nomination and election of officers and 
the selection of a Convention city, having 
arrived, I will ask President Lynch, of 
the International Typographical Union, 


to preside. 
Delegate Lynch in the chair. 
Chairman Lynch — Nominations for 


President are in order. 

Delegate Frey, in placing in nomina- 
tlon Samuel Gompers for President of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
the ensuing year, sald in part: 

“This Convention is about to select a 
leader for the coming year, and select 
him because he has certain qualifica- 
tions. In this labor movement of ours we 
have selected our leaders, as a rule, for 
the same reasons that led primitive 
tribes to select one man to act as leader 
and adviser. They selected a man who 
had the ability to adjust differences 
within the tribe, maintain peace and 
unity and harmony in the tribal family. 
They also selected a man who, when 
the tribe was menaced, was able to in- 
spire the tribe to fight in defense of their 
own interests. And not only that, they 
selected a man who would lead the war- 
riors of the tribe and in the forefront 
of the battle Inspire his followers with 
courage. We have with us in our move- 
ment a man of that type, a man who 
has always used his influence to adjust 
the differences that arise In our ranks 
and wipe out all those feelings that 
sometimes endanger the peace and har- 
mony of the movement. When our in- 
terests were menaced he was always the 
first to occupy a prominent place on the 
battlefield and Inspire us by his courage 
and ability as a warrior, and we fell in 
behind him in order that the enemy 
might not take away from us those 
things which we as working men believe 
we are entitled to. He is not only known 
by all of us and loved by all of us, but 
is known and respected throughout the 
world where organized labor is known. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


It is therefore an honor and pleasure to 
present to you the name of Samuel 
Gompers for t’resident for the ensuing 
year. 

On motion of Delegate McSorley nomi- 
nations were closed. 

On motion of Delegate Sullivan (T. J.), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Samuel Gompers as the unani- 
mous choice of the Convention for Presli- 
dent for the ensuing year, 

Secretary Morrison complied with the 
instructions of the Convention, and 
Chairman Lynch _ declared Samuel 
Gompers duly elected as President for 
the ensuing year. 

Delegate Jeske, Wisconsin State Fed- 
eration of Labor—I would like to make a 
statement. I represent an organization 
that is opposed to the re-election of 
President Gompers. I wish to be 
recorded as voting in the negative. 

President Gompers was asked to ad- 
dress the Convention, and made a brief 
speech in which he thanked the Conven- 
tion for their expression of confidence in 
him. 

In placing James Duncan, of the Gran- 
ite Cutters’ International Association, in 
nomination for the office of First Vice- 
President, Delegate Valentine said in 
part: 


“I recall the Convention of the Federa- 
tion held in this city fourteen years ago 
when I had the honor to place In nomi- 
nation for a member of the Executive 
Council a representative of a Central 
Body. I felt if he should be placed upon 
the Council he would be a credit to the 
labor movement. The Convention enter- 
tained the idea and selected this repre- 
sentative of a Central Labor Body in 
the person of James Duncan. Now four- 
teen years later I am more than pleased 
to have the opportunity of again placing 
his name before the Convention for mem- 
bership on the Executive Council.” 

Nominations were closed, and on mo- 
tion of Delegate Wilson (James), the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for James Duncan as the unani- 
mous choice of the Convention for First 
Vice-President for the ensuing year. 

The Secretary complied with the tn- 
structions of the Convention, and the 
Chairman declared Vice-President Dun- 
can duly elected for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Duncan was called upon 
to speak, and In a brief address thanked 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


the Convention for the honor of his re- 
election. 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Vice-President Duncan, in placing in 
nomination for Second Vice-President 
John Mitchell, of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, said in part: 

“I rise again to say to John Mitchell's 
face what I said in this Convention when 
he was not present in Norfolk. He was 
not then with us because he was lying 
in a hospital at the point of death, but, 
thank God from whom all blessings flow, 
he is with us again in robust health. We 
all know John and we all love him, so I 
will simply say that It affords me great 
pleasure as a colleague and as one who 
nominated him in his absence to do so 
again in his presence.” 

Delegate Grout—I believe that John 
Mitchell is as well qualified to serve on 
the Executive Council as any man who 
has been selected or will be selected at 
this Convention; but in the minds of a 
great many people—in my mind, par- 
ticularly—the position which he now holds 
in an organization supported by the em- 
ployers makes him ineligible to a posi- 
tion on the Executive Council. I doubt 
that he is eligible to this position be- 
cause of his connection with the Na- 
tional Civic Federation, an employers’ 
organization and supported wholly by 
them. Naturally he will be expected to 
carry out their wishes. I will ask the 
chair if he js eligible to membership on 
the Executive Council? 


President Gompers—Any member in 
good standing in any affillated organiza- 
tion in good standing in the American 
Federation of Labor is eligible to any 
office within its gift. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the Secretary be instructed to cast one 
ballot for John Mitchell as the unani- 
mous choice of this Convention as Sec- 
omd Vice-President for the ensuing year. 


The motion was seconded and carried, 
and Secretary Morrison complied with 
the instructions of the Convention, 

President Gompers—I declare John 
Mitchell duly elected Second Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of La- 
bor for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Mitchell—Mr. Chairman 
and Fellow Delegates: In addition to 
expressing my appreciation of this con- 
tinued evidence of your confidence, I 
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take this oceasion to thank you for the 
very kindly message you sent me from 
your Norfolk Convention a year ago. 
Among the hundreds of letters received 
expressing hope and sympathy, none 
was so much appreciated as the message 
from your Convention. 

During the ten years it has been my 
privilege to serve as Vice-President of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
during all the Conventions I have at- 
te » I have not unnecessarily taken 
your time, and I therefore ask your in- 
dulgence if on this occasion I consume 
some little time upon a matter that ts 
somewhat personal to me. 


I am very glad that Delegate Grout 
expressed the opinion he held, because I 
learn that that opinion has been ex- 
pressed outside of the Convention by a 
number of my fellow delegates. I want 
to explain that I feel rather keenly that 
the objection comes from one whose 
evidence may help to send me to prison. 
It was in defense of his organization I 
am now before the United States Court 
on the charge of contempt of the injunc- 
tion issued by that court. If my employ- 
ment by the National Civic Federation 
is in any degree inimicable to the inter- 
ests of organised labor, why are those 
employers of unfair labor prosecuting 
me and attempting to send me to prison? 
If I had not been loyal to labor in every 
act of my life, do you suppose they 
would seek to send me to jail? 


My eonnection with the National Civic 
Federation has not been changed; I 
hold the same position with that organi- 
zation now I have held for the past five 
years, Chairman of their Trade Agree- 
ment Department. The difference is 
that now I am devoting all my time to 
the promotion of trade agreements, one 
of the cardinal principles of the great 
trade union movement. When the time 
comes when any man shall seek to con- 
trol directly or indirectly what I shall 
do or what I shall say in the Interest 
of labor I will quit that job. 


When, as a consequence of Ill health, 
I was compelled to relinquish my posi- 
tion as president of the United Mine 
Workers of America, among the many 
positions offered me I selected—not the 
one that paid the most salary, not the 
one that would have given me the most 
ease and leisure, but the one that would 
enable me to be of greatest use to 
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organized labor which my health would 
allow me to fill. 

My friends, I have never sought a 
position in the labor movement, I have 
never directly or indirectly asked any 
man for his support, and I never shall. 
If the organized workers believe I can 
render service to them and they call 
upon me I shall serve. When the time 
comes that even a respectable minority 
of my fellow workers believe I am, no 
longer able to render them good service, 
then I shall willingly retire. 


I trust you will understand the cir- 
cumstanees that make this explanation 
necessary. It is true the Civic Federa- 
tion is supported by voluntary contri- 
butions. It may be true that employers 
contribute a large amount of that 
money, but I do not know that any em- 
ployer opposed to the trade union move- 
ment is contributing to my support. Be- 
fore accepting a place with the Na- 
tional Civic Federation to work actively 
with them I consulted every labor man 
on its Executive Board. I had letters 
from them, not only advising, but urg- 
ing me to do so. When I decided to 
work for them I tendered my resigna- 
tion to President Gompers so that if 
there was even the remotest reason 
why I should not continue on the Coun- 
cil he might have my resignation. Presi- 
dent Gompers said to me, “You owe 
something to the labor movement; it has 
a right to demand something from you,” 
and he refused to accept my resignation. 

So far as I am able, no matter whether 
I am with the Civic Federation or dig- 
ging coal, I shall do my best to serve 
the hopes and aspirations and the pur- 
poses of the trade union movement. 
When I can not do that I wili come here 
and tell you about It. 

I thank you, my friends, and promise 
to do the best I can to carry out the 
principles of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Delegate Walker (J. H.)—Mr. Chairman 
and Delegates: A delegate who spoke 
after Vice-President Mitchell had been 
placed in nomination made the same ob- 
jection that has been made by a great 
many people who do not know the facts 
in the case. I have no doubt they are 
honest in their views, and for that rea- 
son I will make a brief reference to the 
matter. 
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Since I was a very small boy I have 
been a personal friend and close asso- 
clate of John Mitchell in his every-day 
life. All of his life, so far as I know it, 
has been one earnest effort to make 
things better for those of us who were 
placed In a position similar to his own 
from childhood up. As a result of his 
work in that cause he was compelled to 
give up a position which I know he 
holds higher than any other position 
that could be afforded him in this life. 

When he was compelled to leave the 
movement because of the result of that 
work on his health, when he was Ill and 
with no assurance of recovery, men— 
possibly they were honest in their 
opinion—made attacks on him similar 
to this, only in more bitter language. 
Yes, they branded him as a traitor to 
the labor movement! There is one 
thing those who know me will never 
say, and that is that I am a quitter; but 
through my knowledge of what John 
Mitchell wag and through resentment 
for what they said and did, I took ac- 
tion that made it necessary for me to 
leave a movement which, next to the 
trade union movement, I love better than 
any other on earth. I don’t care what 
position in life he may hold, I know that 
the very best he is capable of will be 
given in the interest of the men and 
women and children who live as a re- 
sult of their labor. | 

In placing James O’Connell, of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, in 
nomination for Third Vice-President, 
Delegate Owen Miller said in part: 

“When I attended the Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor In 1395 
I noted there a young man representing 
a great organization. I was favorably 
impressed with his conduct in that Con- 
vention, and in every Convention since 
that time I have been more and more 
impressed by his worth. I have ob- 
served his work for the American Fef- 
eration of Labor and for the Interna- 
tional organization he represents, and I 
can say that every step he has taken 
since the time I became acquainted with 
him has been a step of progress, always 
for and in the interests of the working 
people. It is therefore with unbounded 
pleasure that I place before you James 
O’Connell for Third Vice-President. 


On motion of Delegate Tobin (D. J.), 
seconded by Delegate Dale, the Secre- 
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tary was instructed to cast one ballot 
for James O’Connell as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Third Vice- 
President. 


The Secretary complied with the in- 
structions of the Convention, and the 
chair declared Vice-President O’Connell 
duly elected for the ensuing term. 


Vice-President O'Connell spoke briefly 
in response to a request for an address, 
and thanked the Convention for the 
honor they had shown him. 


In placing in nomination for Fourth 
Vice-President Max Morris, -of the Re- 
tail Clerks International Protective As- 
sociation, Delegate Ryan (W. D.), said 
in part: “In my opinion, for the efforts 
he has put forth to take care of the 
delegates since their arrival in Denver 
he is as much entitled, if not more so, 
to a unanimous election as any of those 
who have preceded him.” 


On motion of Delegate Daley (P. D.), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Max Morris as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Fourth 
Vice-President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. The Secretary complied 
with the instruction of the Convention, 
and the chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Morris duly elected for the ensuing 
term. 


Vice-President Morris made a brief ad- 
dress in which he thanked the Conven- 
tion for the confidence expressed in him. 


Vice-President O’Connell—I desire to 
place before this Convention a candidate 
who has devoted the greater part of his 
life, energy, and whatever ability he has 
possessed to build up, against great diffi- 
culties and obstacles, a strong ard 
powerful organization affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. His 
trades unionism has never been ques- 
tioned. He Is dignified in every way, a 
dignified gentleman, when met on the 
field or in the halls of labor one who re- 
flects credit in every manner on the 
movement. I present the name of Denis 
A. Hayes for Fifth Vice-President. 


On motion of Delegate Hart the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast one ballot 
for Vice-President Hayes as the unanl- 
mous choice of the Convention. The 
Secretary complied with the instructions 
of the Convention, and the chairman de- 
clared Vice-President Hayes duly elected 
for the ensuing term. 
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In response to a request for a speech 
Vice-President Hayes made a hrief ad- 
dress. 


In placing in nomination for Sixth 
Vice-President William D. Huber, of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
Delegate Klapetzky said in part: 


**According to the usual custom of the 
American Federation of Labor when a 
vacancy occurs on the Executive Couit- 
cil those down the scale are entitled to 
step up in order to give them an oppor- 
tunity to reach the top. For that reason 
I have very great pleasure in placing in 
nomination for Sixth Vice-President Wil- 
Ham D. Huber, referred to in a loving 
and in a pecullar way at times as ‘Old 
Bill’ Huber.” 


On motion of Delegate Wheeler the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Vice-President Huber as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
Sixth Vice-President. The Secretary 
complied with the instruction of the Con- 
vention, and the chairman declared 
Vice-President Huber duly elected for 


_ the ensuing term. 


Vice-President Huber made a short ad- 
dress to the Convention. 


Delegate Furuseth, in placing in nomi- 
nation for Seventh Vice-President Joseph 
Valentine, of the Iron Molders’ organi- 
zation, said in part: 


“Twenty-five years ago I learned to 
know the man I am about to nominate, 
and I have watched his progress in the 
labor movement ever since with great 
pleasure. I saw him in desperate strug- 
gles when he was a local officer, and I 
have since seen him as an organizer of 
his craft and as a representative of his 
International Union. I take great pleas- 
ure in nominating for Seventh Vice- 
President Joseph Valentine, of San 
Francisco.” 


Delegate Rist—I want to nominate 
Joseph Valentine, of Cincinnati, for 
Seventh Vice-President. 


On motion of Delegate McKee (Anna), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Vice-President Valentine as 


the unanimous choice of the Convention 
for Seventh Vice-President. The Secre- 
tary complied with the Instructions of 
the Convention, and the chairman de- 
clared Vice-President Valentine duly 
elected for the ensuing term. 


Vice-President Valentine made a brief 
address in response to a request for a 
speech. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I desire at this 
time to place in nomination for Bighth 
Vice-President a man whom every one 
In the labor movement knows, a man 
who at all times and under all circum- 
stances has responded to the cry of dis- 
tress from every industrial center of the 
cduntry when we were in a contest with 
the employers. He represents the trans- 
portation interests of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and his ability to serve 
the labor movement with signal credit 
on the Executive Council cannot be 
questioned. The name of the man I de- 
sire to place in nomination is William 
D. Mahon, of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Street and Electric Railway Em- 
ployes of America. 


Delegate Walker (J. H.)}—I desire to 
place in nomination af this time a man 
whom I think is as well known in the 
labor movement as almost any other in 
it. He has served his own organization 
in an official capacity for the past six- 
teen years, and is recognized as one of 
the ablest and most conscientious work- 
ers in the movement. I am sure that if 
elected he will add strength to our Exe- 
cutive Council and prove an able and 
efficient member of that body. I there- 
fore desire to place in nomination John 
R. Alpine, of the Plumbers’ organiza- 
tion. u 

Vice-President O’Connell—As the time 
for adjournment !s here I move you that 
we remain in session until the roll call 
is completed. 


Treasurer Lennon moved as an amend- 
ment that the Convention remain in ses- 
sion until the order of business then in 
progress was completed. (Seconded and 
carried.) 


A roll call for Eighth Vice-President 
resulted as follows: 


FOR MAHON-Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Shanessy, Smith (G. x. Tighe, Kline, 
Mockler, Kuykendall, cGlockling, McKen- 
zie, Sanders, Fyfe, rampton, Richard- 
son, Clerks’ dele —XR votes). Cable, 
McManus, Electrical Worlgers’ delegation 
(161 votes), Comerford, McKee (Robt. A.). 
Winn Huddell, Conroy, Shamp, Morton, 
Costello, Sullivan (J. J.). Flannery, Wil- 
liams, (J. J.), Hoag, Granite utters’ 
delegation (43 votes), Kenehan, Morris- 
sey, Sullivan (T. J.), Bullivan (Jere L.), 
Sullivan (W. Q.), Farrell, Wallace, 
Richards (J. H.). Davia (D. J.), Ehret, 
Parmer, Pfeiffer, Hart (E. F.), O'Con- 
nor, Call. Grout, Dardis, Lewis, Wilson 
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W B.), Savage, 
308 votes), Miller (Owen), Carey ( 
Woodill, Winkler, Bahlborn, 
Eisenring, Cullen, Wilson (Jas.), en 
Sheret, Gallagher, Foster, erry, 
Morgan, Ritchey, Torpey MoCarthy 
(P. F. Miller (Jesse), T phers’ 
delegat on votes), Mahon, Sinclair, 
Shs a" Frazier, Olander, Furuseth, 

Hart (Lee M.), Barry, 
Hawley, Heterliue Robinson, Tobin (D. 
J.), Da ey McCormack, Golden, Ross, Mc- 
Andrew, Evans (E. Lewis), Typographi- 
cal Union delegation (3% votes), Mul- 
cahy, Braunschweig, Gray, Dale, Jones, 
Ellis, Thompson (8. J.), Allen, Rolline, 
Maloney, Johnston (J. C.), Mangan, Rist. 
Morrison (Wm.), Breidenbach Strait, 
Wurster, Flood, Smith P.), Hay, 
Peetz, Kun, r MacBtay, „Shrieman, Mc- 
Kee (Anna), McLenn Murray, Hamlet. 
Smith (C. * Voll, Riddell, Wall, Dunne, 
representing 6,679 votes. 


FOR ALPIN E—Kerker, 
Dunn (G. F.), Baine, Walls, 
Kane (J. F.), Howes, ‘Kem er, Kugler, 
Koralek, Sullivan (John), ard yan 
(F. M.), Butler, Barry, Duffy (Frank), 
Huber Sexton, O’Brien, Fl nn, Botterill, 


Molders’ dele Ba. 


Franklin, 
O’Boy, 


O'Reilly, Detlef, Goellnit Keough, 
Gon rs, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French, 
Smit (J. .), Clerks’ delegation (300 
votes), Electrical Workers’ de tion 
(169 votes), Feeney, Kellington, ahn, 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman. 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Mubleman, 


Granite Cutters’ delegation (8% votes), 
Nestor, Moffitt, Lawlor, Maher, Stem- 
burgh, D’ Alessandro, McArdle, McSorley, 
Taggart, Manning (J. J.), Keefe, Fuller, 
Bowler, O'Connell, Sarber, Churchill, 
VanLear, Stark, Price, Potter, O’ Sulll- 
van, Frayne. Wheeler. Ryan (W. .). 
White, Mitchell, Walker, Molders’ 
delegation, 2, votes), Tazelaar, Alpine, 
Tracy . ( J.), Clark, Shirk, fty 
). Martin Railroad Telegraphers’ 
delegation (76 votes), Doull, Bro 
Clark (W. W.), Evans (Jo), 
Byrnes, Lennon, Biggs, 
Typographical Union delegation (110 
votés), Hatch Pulver, 1.008, Boettger, 
Rocker, Willlams (F. H.), McCarthy 
(F. H)), Howley, Sha Falrgrieve, 
Keough, Young, Fopela ‘Jeske. Roach, 
Dew! ing, Dunn (J ), Gifford, Johnston 
(J. T.), Campbell, Tobin (Wm.), Smith 
(H. 65. White, Handley, Humphrey. 
Zuei, Kane, Whalen, Terry, Fechnor, 
Gibbons, Leonard, Holmes, McDonald, 
Gass, Richter, representing "8,886 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Bechtold, Arnold, Gol- 

tra, Carey (John), Powell, Ford, Rich- 
ards (W. G.), Lynch (Patrick), Davis 
(Austin), Welch, Hood, Robinson (H. P.), 
Breitenstein, Moore, "Woodman, Peter- 
son, Kelsey, Merz, Anderson, Behrens, 
Carroll, Kotera, Nutt, Snyder, Hall, 
Fizer, Whittaker, Bohm, Creamer, 
Frazier (G. L.), Curtis, McDonnell, 
Skinner, Wadsworth, Draper, represent- 
ing 189 votes. 


President Gompers—And the chair de 
clares John R. Alpine duly elected 
Eighth Vice-President for the ensuing 
term. 
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Delegate Alpine—Since brevity is said 
to be the soul of wit, I will endeavor to 
exemplify the truth of that adage, and 
will not occupy many minutes of your 
time. I desire to thank you all for the 
honor you have conferred upon me, and 
to assure you that in the days to come 
I will endeavor to prove that your con- 
fidence has not been misplaced. I thank 

ou heartily for the appreciation shown, 
and will give to you the best there is 
in me. I can say no more and am un- 
willing to do less. 


Delegate Mahon—I desire to take this 
opportunity, Mr. Chairman, to thank 
those who have supported me in this 
contest. I went into it at the request of 
a number of my friends. It is not the 
first time in my life I have been de- 
feated. I can assure you that when I 
go out of this Convention I shall go out, 
as I always have, to fight for the prin- 
ciples of the American Federation of 
Labor. I have had many battles on the 
floor of this Convention; I have dis- 
agreed with the policies of this organi- 
zation on many occasions; but I fought 
out my battles here on this floor and 
have bowed to the will of the majority 
on all occasions, and always went out 
to work for the best interests of the 
trade unions. In the future that shall 
be my policy. To the most of the dele- 
gates I suppose it is unnecessary for 
me to make this declaration. I have 
been straightforward in whatever I have 
had to say, and have not quibbied, 
whether it made me friends or foes. I 
shall continue the same policy I have in 
the past; I shall continue the same bat- 
tle for what I believe is right, and for 
what I belleye are the principles of the 
American trade union movement as I see 
them and as T conceive them to be. 


I want to say to those who have sup- 
ported me that I thank them, and to 
those who have opposed me that there is 
no feeling on my part. You need not 
come to me and explain why you did 
not vote for me; I shall feel towards 
you in the future as I have in the past, 
and I shall do my duty in the future as 
I have in the past. There are a number 
of grave questions confronting us now; 
they are calling for a united labor 
movement, and I shall stand for the 
policies of this organization in the fu- 
ture as I have in the past. I thank 
you. 


Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I rise to 
place in nomination for Treasurer a man 
who for the past twenty-one years has 
been a commanding figure in the Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor; one who is considered to be, not 
only a leader in the movement, but also 
one of its foremost statesmen. I heartily 
commend him to the consideration of 
the Convention for re-election. Permit 
me to place in nomination the name of 
John Brown Lennon. 

On motion of Delegate Altman nomi- 
nations were closed. 

On motion of Delegate Kugler the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Treasurer Lennon as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention. 
The Secretary complied with the in- 
structions of the Convention, and John 
B. Lennon was declared by the Chalr- 
man duly elected Treasurer for the en- 
suing term. 

Treäsurer Lennon made a brief address 
to the Convention, and thanked the dele- 
gates for their appreciation of his serv- 
ices in the cause of organized labor. 

Delegate Lynch (J. M.)—Mr. President: 
Secretaries are a necessary evil. Natur- 
ally the Presidents are all against them. 
It reminds me somewhat of the saying 
that It is no crime to be poor, but it 18 
mighty inconvenient. However, if we 
are to have Secretaries we want to have 
good ones. Duty well performed de- 
serves its reward, and that In the case 
of the man I am about to name it has 
been well performed is attested by the 
financial condition of the organization 
and its magnificent growth since he has 
served as its Secretary. I therefore 
take pleasure in nominating for re- 
election Secretary Frank Morrison. 

Delegate Mahon—I move that the 
President be authorized to cast the 
unanimous vote of this Convention for 
Frank Morrison for Secretary of this 
organization for the ensuing year. (Sec- 
onded and carried by unanimous vote.) 

President Gompers complied with the 
instructions of the Convention and de- 
clared Secretary Morrison duly elected 
to serve for the ensuing term.. 

Secretary Morrison made a brief ad- 
dress in which he thanked the delegates 
for the confidence expressed in him by 
the unanimous vote. ° 

Delegate John P. Frey, of the Iron 
Molders’ International organization, was 
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placed in nomination by Delegate Wilson 
(James) for first fraternal delegate to the 
British Trades Union Congress. 


There being no further nominations a 
motion was made and carried that Sec- 
retary Morrison cast one ballot for Dele- 
gute Frey as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention. The Secretary complied 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
and the Chairman declared Delegate Frey 
duly elected as first fraternal delegate 
to the British Trades Union Congress. 


Delegate Larger, of the United Gar- 
ment Workers of America, was placed in 
nomination by Treasurer Lennon for 
second fraternal delegate to the British 
Trades Union Congress. 


Delegate McKee, of the International 
Union of Steam Engineers, was placed in 
nomination by Delegate Comerford. 

A roll call vote for second fraternal 
delegate to the British Trade Union Con- 
. gress resulted as follows: . 


FOR LARGER-Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Shanessy, Smith (G. K.) Tighe, Kline, 
Mockler, Kuykendall, Glock ing, Baine, 
Walls, 0 Boy, Kane, Howes, McKenzie, 
Duffy (Frank), Huber, Sexton, O’Brien, 
Flynn, Botteril!l, O'Reilly Crampton, 
Detlef, Richardson, Goellnitz, Keough, 
Cigarmakers’ delegation (327 votes), 
Clerks’ delegation (250 votes), Cable, 
McNulty, Feeney, Conroy, Shamp, Mor- 
ton, Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 
men delegation (39 votes), Kahn (2 votes), 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Muhleman 
Nestor, Moffitt, Lawlor, Maher, Hotel 
and Restaurant Employes’ delegation 
(154 votes), Richards, Mc orley, Taggart, 
Manning J.), Parmer, ngshore- 
men’s delegation (237 votes), achin- 
ists’ delegation (373 votes), Price, Dardis 
Sheet Metal Workers’ delegation (64 
votes), Mine Workers’ delegation (360 
votes), Valentine. Frei. Curran, Duffy 
(P. F.), Murtaugh, Miller (Owen), Carey, 
Woodill, Winkler, Skemp, Sheret, Gal- 
lagher, Foster, Alpine, Tracy (W. J.), 
Clark (Thomas), Shirk, Printing Press- 
men’s delegation (129 votes) allroad 
Telegraphers’ delegation (75 votes), 
Doull, Clark (W. W.), Hart (L. ) 
Barry, Hawley. Heberling, Lennon, Rob- 
inson, Biggs. Brais, Tobin (D. J.). Daley, 
McCormack, Golden, McAndrew, Evans 
(E. Lewis), Typographical Union delega- 
tion. Dale. Jones, Boettger. Rocker, Wil- 
Iams, Ellis. Sharpe, Fairgrieve. Young, 
Thompson (S. J.), Copeland, Roach, Ro 
lins, Gifford, Johnston (J. C.) Mangan, 
Rist. Breidenbach, Strait, Smith (H. O.), 
White, Flood. Smith (O. P.). Hay, Peetz, 
Kuhn. Humphrey, MacStay. McKee 
(Anna), Whalen. Terry, Gibbons, Leonard, 
Hamlet. Smith (C. T.). Voll, Dunne, Rich- 
ter, representing 8,437 votes. 

FOR McKEE—Kerker, Franklin, Dunn 
(G. F.), Kemper, Kugler, Koralek. 8ulll- 
van (John), Ward, Ryan (F. M.), Butler, 
Barry, Sanders, Fyfe, Cigarmakers’ dele- 
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sation (82 votes), Clerks’ delegation 
(260 votes), McManus, Fay, Comerford, 
McKee (Robt.). Winn, Huddell, Costello, 
Sullivan (J. J.), Freight Handlers and 
Warehousemen delegation (39 votes), 
Kahn (2 votes), Hoag, Duncan, Cruick- 
shank, Coombe, Stemburgh, D’ Alessandro, 
Kenehan, Morrissey, Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes’ delegation (232 votes), 
McArdle, Davis, Ehret, Pfelffer, Long- 
shoremen delegation (78 votes), Machin- 
ists’ delegation (248 votes), Grout, Sheet 
Metal Workers’ delegation (107 votes), 
Mine Workers’ delegation (2,165 votes), 
Bahlhorn, Tazelaar, Arnold, Eisenring, 
Cullen, Wilson (James), Quinn, Duffy 
(T. J.), Martin, Printing Pressmen dele- 
gation (43 votes), McCarthy (P. F.), 
Miller (Jesse), Rallroad Telegraphers’ 
delegation (75 votes), Mahon, Sinclair, 
Fitzgerald, Frasier, Olander, Furuseth, 
Stack, Brown, Kirk, Ross, Leps, Mul- 
cahy, Braunschweig, Pylver, Loos, Mc- 
Carthy (F. H.), Jeske, Dowling, Johnston 
(J. T.), Wurster, Handley, Zusi, Chris- 
man, Fechnor, Holmes, Murray, Mc- 
Donald, Wall, representing 6,478 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Kellington, Bechtold, 
Hart (E. F.) Potter, Call, Gboltra, 
Evans (Jo), McHugh, Byrnes, Carey 
(John), Powell, Hatch, Gray, ° Howley. 
Ford, Keough, Richards (W. G.). Lynch 
(Patrick), Davis, Allen, Welch, aloney, 
Dunn (J. J.), Hood, Campbell, Robinson, 
Morrison (Wm.), Tobin, (Wm.), Breiten- 


stein, Moore, Woodman, Peterson, Kel- 


sey, Kane (Thomas), Merz, Anderson, 
McLennan, Behrens, Carroll, Kotera, 
Nutt, Riddell, Gass, Snyder, Hall, Fizer, 
Whittaker, Bohm, Creamer, Frazier 
(G. L.), Curtis, McDonnell, Skinner, 
Wadsworth, Draper, representing 288 
otes. 


On motiton of Delegate McKee the 
election of Delegate Larger was made 
unanimous. 

Delegate Jerome Jones, of the Georgia 
Federation of Labor, was placed in nomi- 
nation for delegate to the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Assembly by Delegate 
McCullough. 

Vice-President Mitchell—On behalf of 
the United Mine Workers’ delegation I 
second the nomination. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion the Secretary was Instructed to 
cast one ballot for Delegate Jones as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
delegate to the Canadian Trades and La- 
bor Congress. The Secretary complied 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
and Delegate Jones was declared duly 
elected. 

Each of the delegates-elect made a 
short address in which he thanked the 
Convention for the honor conferred upon 
him, and assured the delegates that he 
would do his best to represent them 
properly. 
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The Chairman announced that nomina- 
tions were In order for the city in which 
to hold the next Convention of the Amer- 
{can Federation of Labor. 


Treasurer Lennon placed in nomination 
the city of Toronto, Canada. The nomi- 
nation was seconded by Delegate Robin- 
son. 


St. Louis, Mo., was nominated by Dele- 
gate Murray, Delegate Sharpe and Dele- 
gate Strait. 

Rochester, N, Y., was nominated by 
Delegate Whalen. 

Milwaukee, Wis., was nominated by 
Delegate Handley. 

Kalamazoo, Mich., was nominated by 
Delegate Ellis, but later the nomination 
was withdrawn. 

Delegate Smith nominated the city of 
Washington, D. C. 

A roll call was ordered, and on motion 
it was decided that the city receiving the 
highest number of votes would be de- 
clared the one selected in which to hold 
the next Convention. 


The roll call resulted as follows: 


FOR TORONTO—Tighe, Kline, Frank- 
lin, Dunn (G. F.), Glockling, Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ delegation (256 votes), 
Kemper, Kugler, Koralek, Sullivan (John), 
Ward, Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers’ delegation (67 votes), Brotherhood of 
Carpenters’ delegation (1,539 votes), 
Sanders, Fyfe, Crampton, Richardson, 
Cigarmakers’ delegation (246 votes), 
Morris, Conway, Loebenberg, Mannin 
(D. F.), Robinson (Herman), Coopers 
delegation (25 votes), Feeney, Kahn, 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. .), Hoag, Muhle- 
man, Duncan, Cruickshank, Coombe, 
Nestor, Hod Carriers and Bullding La- 
borers’ delegation (56 votes), Kenehan, 
Morrisey, Iron and Steel Workers’ dele- 
gation (331-3 votes), Ehret, Parmer, 
Hart (E. F.), Keefe, Fuller, Bowler, 
O’Connor, O'Sullivan (M.), Frayne, 
Wheeler, Lewis, Ryan (W. D.), White, 
Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Savage, 
Walker, Musicians’ delegation (279 votes), 
Painters’ and Decorators’ delegation 
(540 votes), Gallagher, McCarthy (P. F.), 
Miller (Jesse), Perham, Rubin, Ramsay, 
Mahon, Sinclatr. Fitzgerald. Furuseth, 
Tallors’ delegation (81 votes), Golden, 
Ross, Evans (E. Lewis), Typographical 
Union deleration. Mulcahy, Braunschweig, 
Pulver, Jones, Boettger, Williams (F. H.), 
McCarthy (F. H.). Ells. Dowling. Gifford, 
Johnston (J, C.), Rist, Campbell, Breiden- 


bach, Zusi, Kane (Thomas), McKee 
(Anna), Terry, Gibbons, Voll, Richter, 
representing 9,476 1-3 votes. 

YOR ST. LOUIS—Kerker, Klapetzky, 
Noschang, Shanessy, Smith (G. K.), 
Mockler, Kuykendall, Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ delegation (64 votes), Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ delegation 
(3 votes), Goellnitz, Keough, Cigar- 
makers’ delegation (163 votes), Coopers’ 
delegation (24 votes), McNulty, Fay, 
Conroy, Shamp, Morton, Hod Carriers’ 
and uilding Laborers’ delegation (56 
votes), Iron and Steel Workers’ delega- 
tion (66 2-3 votes), McSorley, Taggart, 
Pfeiffer, O'Connell, Sarber, Churchill, 
Van Lear, Stark, Grout, Dardis, Mold- 
ers’ delegation (100 votes), Mus!- 
cians’ deleration (96 votes), Painters and 
Decorators’ delegation (108 votes), Berry, 
Morgan, Ritchey, Torpey, Frazier 
(W. H.), Olander, Stack, Clark (W. W.), 
Hart (L. M.). Barry, Tallors’ delegation 
(80 votes). McAndrew, Gray, Dale, Loos, 
Rocker. Sharpe. Rollins, Johnston (J. T.), 
Morrison (Wm.), Tobin (Wm.), Strait, 
Wurster, Smith (H. O.), White, Kelsey, 
Smith (O. P.), Kuhn, Chrisman, Fech- 
nor, Holmes. Murray. Hamlet, Gass, rep- 
resenting 3,079 2-3 votes. 


FOR ROCHESTER — Brotherhood of 
Carpenters’ delegation (257 votes), Det- 
lef, Comerford. McKee (Rob’t), Winn, 
Huddell, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere 
L.), Sullivan (Wm. Q.). Farrell, Wallace. 
Manning (John J.). Molders’ delegation 
(400 votes), Alpine. Tracy (W. J.). Clark 
(Thos.), Shirk, Keough, Roach, halen, 
Hall, Wall, Dunne, representing 1,438 
votes, 


FOR WASHINGTON — Foster, Tobin 
(D. J.), Daley, McCormack, Smith (C. T.), 
cepresenting 390 votes. 

FOR MILWAUKEE—Handley, repre- 
senting 1 vote. 


NOT VOTING—McKenzie, Costello, Sul- 
Hvan (J. J.), Kellington, Bechtold, Flan- 
nery, Williams (J. J.), Moffitt. Lawlor, 
Maher, Price, Potter, Call. Wilson (Jas.), 
Quinn. Sheret, Goltra, Duffy (T. J.). Mar- 
tin, Doull. Brown (J. G.) Kirk, Evans 
(Jo), McHugh. Byrnes, Carey (John), 
Hawley, Heberling, Leps. Powell, Hatch, 
Howley, Fairgrieve, Ford, Richards (W. 
G.), Young, Lynch (Patrick). Thomnson 
(S. J.). Davis, Allen, Coneland, Welch. 
Jeske, Maloney, Dunn (J. J.), Hond, Man- 
gan, Robinson (H. P.). Breitenstein. 
Moore, Woodman, Peterson, Flood, Hay. 
Peetz. Humphrey, MacStay, Merz, Ander- 
son, McLennan. Leonard. Behrens, Car- 
roll. Kotera, Nutt. McDonald, Riddell. 
Snvder Fizer, Whittaker. Bohm, Creamer. 
Frazier (G. L.). Curtis, McDonnell. Skin- 
ner. Wadsworth, Draper, representing 818 
votes. 


At 2:15 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 4 p. m. 
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ELEVENTH DAY-—Saturday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
4p. m., Saturday, November Ast, Vice- 
President Duncan in the Chair. 


ABBENTEES: Kline, O’Bo Kane, 
Howes, McKenzie, Loebenberg, McManus, 
Fay, Shamp, Kellington, Bechtold, Wil- 
liams (J. J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Hoag, 
Richards (J. H.), Pfeiffer, Keefe, Fuller, 
Van Lear, Potter, Call, Carey (D. A.), 
Woodill, Winkler, Wilson (James), 
Quinn, Foster, Tracy (W. J.), Clar 
(Thomas), Berry, Morgan, Ramsay, Sin- 
clair, McHugh Heber ing, Biggs, Tobin 
(D. J.), Ross, Powell, Lynch (James M.), 
Hayes (Max 8.). Stevenson, Hatch, Gray, 
Howley, Ford, Richards (W. a) Thomp- 
son, Davis, Welch, Maloney (P.), Hood, 
Rreitenstein, Moore, Woodman, Peterson, 
Kane, Merz: Leonard, Behrens, Leonard, 
Kotera utt, Voll, Gass, Snyder, zer, 
Whittaker, Frazier (G. L.), McDonnell. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication: 


Denver, Colo., November 20, 1908. 


Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Dear Sir and Brother—In accordance 
with a report submitted by a Special 
Committee appointed by President Gom- 

ra dealing with the controversy exist- 
ng in the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers I was appointed tq 
assist in the carrying out of the rec- 
ommendations contained therein. 

It is indeed fortunate that I am re 
mitted to report to you at this early date 
that an agreement has been reached 
whereby a complete settlement of all the 
questions at issue will be finally settled 
at a Convention to be held by this organ- 
{zation In St. Louis, Missour!, early in 
the coming year. . 

The following is a copy of the stipu- 
lations agreed to which have been signed 
by both parties to the controversy: 


Memorandum of Agreement and Stipula- 
tions Entered Into by the Opposing 
Factions in the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, in Pursu- 
ance of the Report of a Special Com- 
mittee Appolnted by the Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


First: It is hereby agreed that a Con- 
vention of all the locals of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers shall be caled In St. Louls on Janu- 
ary 18. 1909. Every local organization in 

ood standing on September 15, 1968, shalt 

entitled to representation In this Con- 
vention. 

Second: The officers of both opposing 
forces shall submit to the representative 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 

inted by President Gompers a complete 
Ist of the organizations in their posses- 
sion, not later than November 28, 1908. 
[he Hat of organizations thus submitted 
shall be considered by both opposing 


forces as an official roster of the oom- 
ing Convention. 

hird: It is further eed that both 
of the opposing forces will at once notify 
the local unions of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers their 
desire that each local respond to.the call 
for the said convention to be held Janu- 
ary 18, 1909, incorporating in the same in 
concise form the action of the Denver 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Fourth: It is further agreed that all 
suits at law or court processes of any 
character, relating to the affairs of the 
organization shall be at once withdrawn. 

fth: It is further agreed that all 
necessary and legitimate expenditures of 
the opposing forces of the orga tion 
shall defrayed by the proper officers, 
signing warrants and checks tn accord 
with the laws of the International 
Brotherhood. In case any questions 
arise relative to the payment of any bill 
which cannot be adjusted amicably by 
the fiscal officers, it is agreed that the 
same shall be referred to the Conven- 
tion oF January 18, 1909, for final adjust- 
ment. 

Sixth: It Is also further agreed that 
after the Convention has been convened 
and the delegates have been seated in 
the Convention as accredited delegates, 
the rules of the procedure and laws of 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers shall be taken as author- 


ity. 

Seventh: It is further agreed that all 
funds now on hand and those hereafter 
received by either side to this contro- 
versy shall be made a special trust fund 
and placed in a bank in Springfield, Illi- 
nois, said bank to be esignated by 
President Gompers. Funds now on de- 
posit drawing interest shall not be trans- 
ferred to the Springfield trust fund until 
after interest is due and payable. 

Elghth: It is hereby further agreed 
that the actions of the Convention to be 
held In St. Louis, Missouri, January 18, 
1909, shall be accepted by both sides to 
the controversy, as final and binding, to 
the end that the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers shall be 
maintained In one complete organization. 

Ninth: It is also further agreed that 
the recommendation of the Special Com- 
mittee shall be complied with (a copy 
of which is hereby attached), where not 
specifically detailed in these stipula- 

ons. 

Tenth: It is hereby agreed by and be- 
tween the opposing forces of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers represented by F. J. McNulty, 
Peter W. Collins, J. J. Reid, J. W. 
Murphy, F. J. Sullivan and J. E. Mc- 
Cadden, that from this date there shall 
not be any suits at law or in equity 
filed, by cither of the aforesaid opposing 
forces, for any cause whatsoever, con- 
necting In any manner the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Werkers, 
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pending the Convention to be held In St. 
uls, Missouri, January 18, . 
Eleventh: It is hereby agreed that 
should the referendum vote be against 
the holding of the Convention on January 
18, 19099, a Convention will be called at 
once in accordance with the Constitution 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Klectrical Workers. 


‘ J. J. REID, 
H. W. SHERMAN, 
H. W. POTTER, 
H. 8. WHALEN, 
F. J. SULLIVAN, 
McNULTY 


FRANCIS J. 
M. 8. CULVER. 


The parties to this controversy signing 
the agreement are entitled to the con- 
sideration of every member of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
splendid manner in which they ap- 
proached the problem of re-cementing 
their organization, and for this reason 
I believe they are entitled to be com- 
mended by the delegates here assembled. 

Yours fraternally, 


M. GRANT HAMILTON, 
General Organizer, American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Secretary Morrison also read the fol- 
lowing telegram from the attorneys: 


Springfield, Ill., Nov. 21, 1908. 


Peter W. Collins or Francis J. McNulty, 
Denver, Colo. 


Suit here dismissed in accordance with 
telegram of November 20 from Collins, 
Sullivan and Hamilton to us. 


(Signed) GRAHAM & GRAHAM. 


Secretary Morrison—I move that the 
agreement be endorsed and incorporated 
in the minutes of this Convention. (Sec: 
onded.) 

Vice-President Duncan—The Chair un- 
derstands that the action of the Conven- 
tion supersedes the previous action of 
the Convention. 

President Gompers—The previous agree- 
ment reached provided that a representa- 
tive of the American Federation of La- 
bor should act as mediator or advisor, 
and immediately upon that conclusion be- 
ing reached I called the representatives of 
the contending factions of the Electrical 
Workers together, and called in Organ- 
izer M. Grant Hamilton, of Denver, to 
act as the representative of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. He brought 
the representatives of the Electrical 
Workers together. 
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Vice-President Duncan—The Chair un- 
derstands that the provisions of the pre- 
vious action have been complied with, 
and that this is the result of the Fed- 
eration’s portion in dealing with the 
difficulties of the Electrical Workers. 

The motion offered by Secretary Morri- 
son was carried by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Treasurer Lennon—I take a great deal 
of satisfaction in the work that resulted 
from the efforts of the Committee on 
Electrical Workers. As I was a member 
of that committee I take some gratifica- 
tion to myself. I am now going to offer 
a report that’ is equally pleasing to the 
committee having in charge, with Brother 
Mulcahy and myself, the matter of the 
Longshoremen and the Seamen. 

Treasurer Lennon presented the follow- 
ing report: 


Denver, Colo., Nov. 20, 1908. 


Pursuant to an understanding reached 
between the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor and the officers of 
the International Seamen’s Union ot 
America and also the officers of the In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Association, 
a conference was held in Denver, Colo., 
on this the 2th day of November, 1908, 
at which were present: 

Representin the Seamen—Andrew 
Furuseth, Wiliam H. Frazier, V. A. 
Olander and Edward Stack. 

Representing the Longshoremen—Dan- 
iel J. Keefe, T. V. O’Connor, W. E. Ful- 
ler and John L. Bowler. 

Representing the American Federation 
of Labor—John B. Lennon and D. D. 
Mulcahy. 

At this conference the following propo- 
sitions were adopted and approved by 
the parties represented in the conference, 
as a means of settlement of differences, 
heretofore existing between the Interna- 
tional "Seamen’s Union and the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen's Association: 

First—That the Longshoremen eliml- 
nate from their name or title the words 
“Marine and Transport Workers” and 
resume as their official title ‘The Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s Association.” 

Second—That this change of title shall 
not in any way be construed as requir- 
ing the Longshoremen to relinquish any 
members or branches now affiliated wit 
them under the title of the International 
Longshoremen, Marine and Transport 
Associaciur. 

Third—That as to jurisdiction over 
werk, should any dispute arise, the of- 
ficers or designated representatives of 
the two unions, the Seamen and Long- 
shoremen, shall meet and by conference 
attempt a satisfactory settlement. 

Fourth—That every possible effort be 
made by both the Longshoremen and 
the Seamen to restore the amicable re- 
lations that existed between them some 
years ago, and be thereby helpful to 
each other in promoting the industrial 
{interests of both. 
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Fifth—That the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor lend every as- 
sistance in their power to restore har- 
mony between the Longshoremen and 
Seamen, and also aid them In every pos- 
sible manner to perfect their respective 
organizations. 


ANDREW FURUSETH, 

WM. H. FRAZIER, 

v. A. OLANDER, 

EDWARD STACK 

DANIEL J. KEEFE 

THOMAS V. O'CONNOR, 

W. E. FULLER, 

J. BOWLER. 
Witnesses: JOHN B. LENNON, 

D. D. MULCAHY. 


Vice-President Duncan—I move the — 


adoption of the report of he committee, 
and that it be made part of the minutes 
of the Convention. (Seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote.) 

Delegate Sullivan (Jere L.), for the 
Committee on Labels, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 9 be amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 9—By Delegate Frank 
J. Pulver, of the Colorado State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Blue Cross buttons or 
pins which originated in Denver, Colo., 
and which have been so persistently 
pushed and become so universally known 
as the Union Label League emblem; and 

WHEREAS, We, the delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor, In the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention as- 
sembled, believe that much good can and 
will be accomplished by a general use of 
such emblem. 

The committee made the further re- 
port: The committee commend the ef- 
forts that are being made by the Union 
Label League to educate the puréhasing 
public to a better understanding and 
wider patronage of goods made under 
union conditions and bearing the labels 
of the various trades; but the commit- 
tee is of the opinion that the subject 
properly belongs to the Label Confer- 
ence; and, therefore, we recommend the 
resolution, as amended, be referred to 
the Label Conference, and recommend 
favorable consideration of the same. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 94—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo 
Engravers: 

WHEREAS. The International Photo 
Engravers’ Union of North America has 
adopted a Union Label, to be placed on 


all photo engravings which are made en- 
tirely by unfon men: and 


WHEREAS, The many afflliated Inter- 
national Unions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor haYe occasion to use photo 
engravings in connection with propa- 

anda, advertising their own particular 
abels; therefore, be it . 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention assembled, That the atten- 
tion of our affiliated unions ‚is called to 
the necessity of demanding the label of 
the International Photo Engravers’ Union 
on all half tones, cuts and other illus- 
trated matter as a means of effectively 
assisting the International Photo En- 
gravers Union in its efforts to obtain 
the best possible conditions for its mem- 

ers. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: 

Your committee recommend that all 
Union Labels and emblems endorsed by 
previous Conventions, and which are 
now the property of and used by the or- 
ganizations affillated with the American 
Federation of Labor, be reaffirmed, and 
we request that the membership be urged 
to work unceasingly to popularize and 
increase the influence of all Union 
Labels and emblems, to the end that 
wider opportunities may be opened to or- 
ganized workingmen and women. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee offered a further recom- 
mendation, as follows: 

Your Label Committee recommend that 
the Executive Council be Instructed by 
this Convention to revise the present 
Label Chart containing fac similes of 
the labels and emblems of the various 
prganizations and that labels endorsed 
by this and previous Conventions not 
included in the chart be added thereto. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The recommendation was discussed 
briefly by Delegate Klapetzky. 


The motion to concur In the recommen- 
dation of the committee was adopted. 

The committee offered the following as 
Its final report: 


In concluding its report, your Label 
Committee would recommend that the 
committees of arrangements in future 
Convention cities be Instructed, when 
selecting headquarters, meeting halls, 
etc.. to engage only such places as em- 


ve 
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ploy union labor and handle union-made 
products as far as obtainable. 

JERE L. SULLIVAN, Chairman; 

MAX 8. HAYES, Secretary; 

MARTIN LAWLOR, 

JOHN SULLIVAN, 

CHRIS A. KERKER, 

JOHN J. MANNING, 

GEO. R. FRENCH, 

THOS. McMANUS, 

EMMET T. WALLS, 

D. G. BIGGS, 

E. LEWIS EVANS, 

G. MORGAN, 

8. L. LANDERS, 

F. X. NOSCHANG. 


On motion the final report was adopted, 
and the report of the committee as a 
whole was adopted. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 39—By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen’s 
Union of Amerlca: 


WHEREAS, The merchant seamen 
under our flag are still suffering under 
‘Involuntary servitude’’—being compelled 
in a foreign port in the foreign trade, to 
continue to labor against their will on 
pain of imprisonment; and 

WHEREAS, Hon. Mr. Spight, of Mis- 
sissippi, during the last session of the 
present Congress introduced H. R. 14,666 
to amend the laws relating to American 
seamen, etc., that seeks to remove this 
injustice as well as to remedy many 
other wrongs hoary with age under 
which seamen suffer, and thus opening 
up a possibility of the native American 
boy seeking the sea; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we endorse this bill and urge its 
adoption: and be it further 

RESOLVED. That this resolution be 
sent to Mr. Spight. to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisherles of the 
House, and the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 46 be adopted when amended 
to read: 


Resolution No. 46—By the Delegates 
from the International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The law enacted by the 
last session of Congress, delegating to 
the inspection service the power to de- 
termine the number of officers and men 
te be employed on steam vessels, passen- 
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ger and freight; such law providing no 
standards of either skill, language or 
numbers by which such inspectors are to 
be ided; and 

WHEREAS, This law has already 
worked great mischief and confusion 
and has reduced the crews both in skill 
and in numbers, such being done upon 
recommendation of ship owners, thereby 
endangering life and property at sea 
and increasing the hardships of sallors 
and firemen who were already too 
severelv burdened; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, That we con- 
demn this law, in its present form, as 
dangerous to human life, and demand 
that it be amended so as to provide a 
proper standard of skill and a sufficient 
nowledge of the English language to 
understand and obey orders given on 
shipboard, and a _ sufficient number to 
furnish each lifeboat on vessels carrying 
passengers with two skilled sailors to 
manage such boat in case of danger; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED. That a copy of these 
resolutions be submitted to the Commit- 
tee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
of the House, to the Committee on Com- 
merce of the Senate, and the Commission 
on Revision of Laws Relating to the 
Safety of Life at Sea. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 9%—By Delegate J. H. 
Hatch, of the Upholsterers International 
Union of North America, was referred 
back to the committee. The committee 
presented the following redraft: 


WHEREAS, The firm of 8. Karpen 
Bros., of Chicago, Ill, have been 
awarded a large contract for upholstery 
furniture to be used for the furnishings 
of the Senate office building at Washing- 
ton, D. C.; and 
WHEREAS, The government of the 
United States has been recorded in favor 
of an elght-hour work day; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Karpen 
Bros. treat their men unfairly and work 
their employes nine hours per day, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to communicate immediately 
with the department responsible for the 
letting of these contracts, and that a re- 
quest be made to have the contract on 
this work turned over to a firm who 
treat their men fairly and who work 
their employes not more than eight 
hours per day. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 26, by Delegates James 
O'Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists, was re-submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions at a former ses- 


sion. The committee submitted the fol- 
lowing as the redraft: 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


WHEREAS, On the 16th day of March, 
19898, the Denver and Rio Grande Rail- 
road Comranys abrogated all contracts 
held with the various organisations 
whose members were employed in the 
mechanical department, thus. attempting 
to break down the rates of pay, hours 
of labor and shop conditions enjoyed by 


the employes under their contracts, 
which resulted in a general strike of 
Machinists, Boilermakers, Blacksmiths, 


apprentices and helpers; and 
HEREAS, The employes, in order to 
avert a strike, through their respective 
representatives, did everything in their 
power to bring about a settlement, even 
to a ing to submit all questions in 
dispute to arbitration, which was re- 
fused by the company, the company de 
claring that there was nothing to arbi- 
trate; and 

WHEREAS, The various mechanics en- 
gaged in this strike have carried on an 
aggressive and upright campaign with a 
view to forcing the earliest possible ad- 
justment with this company, but to date 
without success; therefore, be it 

VED, That the Twenty-Eighth 

Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor congratulates the 
mechanics engaged in this strike upon 
the gentleman); and business-like way 
in which the whole affair has been car- 
ried on. and extends to the men engaged 
In the strike the best wishes for an 
early and successful settlement of the 
trouble; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby instructed to issue an appeal 
for financial assistance to all affillated 
organizations, and that the moneys col- 
lected from such donations be sent to the 
officers of the joint committee in charge 
of the strike. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES O’CONNELL, I. A. of M. 


J. A. FRANKLIN. B. of B. & I. 8. B. 
J. W. KLINE. I. B. of B. & H. 


The committee reperted concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 9%, when amended, 
by striking out the fourth paragraph of 
the firat whereas, and the first four lines 
of the sixth paragraph. 

On motions offered by Vice-President 
Duncan and Delegate Wheeler the reso- 
lution was further amended by striking 
out the words *to exceed four millions’’ 
in the first line and substituting the 
word “many.” striking out the words 
“thousands of’ In the twelfth line and 
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the words “in Chicago” in the thirteenth 
line, also the words ‘‘millions of’? in the 
first line of the second paragraph. 

The recommendation of the committee 
and the amendments were discussed by 
Delegate Klapetzky, Delegate Frey, Dele- 
gate Barnes, Delegate Smith (O. P.), 
Delegate Wheeler, Vice-President Dun- 


can, Delegate Walker, Delegate Robin- 
son, Delegate Furuseth and Delegate Mc- 
Cullough. 

The report of the committee, as 


amended, was adopted. 
The resolutiton as adopted reads as 
follows: 


Resolution No. 9%—By Delegate Max 
8. Hayes, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 


WHEREAS, There are many unem- 
ployed men in the United States, many 
with families dependent upon them for 
support. This vast army of men are de- 
nied access to the means of earning a 
living by the industrial monarchs who 
own and control the machinery of pro- 
duction and distribution. Already on 
the verge of starvation, thousands of 
unemployed are now subjects of charity. 
The bread line of New York, the hungry 
school children, the riots in Philadelphia, 
Cleveland and other cities among unem- 
ployed men for opportunities to work, 
and other manifestions reflected in the 
daily newspapers indicate the heartrend- 
ing circumstances that are prevalent and 
the aggravated conditions that in a 
measure extend to every locality. 

These unemployed men are idle and 
helpless through no fault of their own. 
A large percentage of them are union 
men who are, to all intents and purposes, 
locked out. Unionists and non-unionists 
alike are suffering the bitter pangs of a 
long-drawn industrial depression. and all 
their means of sustenance have been ex- 
hausted. On the verge of starvation, 
facing the blasts of inhospitable winter, 
their anguish of privation is terrible to 
contemplate. 

This army of unemployed is a standing 
menace to good government, to organ- 
ized labor and the best elements of so- 
clal order. Laws and union rules can- 
not long restrain the gnawing anguish of 
empty stomachs. Men, strong men, are 
driven to desperation by the mute a 
peal from the loving eyes of a blanch- 
faced wife or the stifled cries of hungry 
children. 

Realizing the urgent need of the work- 
ers now unemployed and recognizing the 
debasing influence of charity misapplied; 
therefore, 

We urge that municipal, state and fed- 
eral governments at once take ste to 
furnish work by constructing schools 
and other government buildings, by pro- 
tecting forests and reforesting cut over 
and waste lands, by building canals and 
extending deep waterways, by drain! 
swamp lands. by building dykes a 
docks, by dredging harbors, by build! 
roads and improving roadways a 
streets. by extending geological and agri- 
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cultural surveys, by any or all means in- 
tended to employ the involuntarily idle 
and suffering of our citizenship in whom 
we desire to forever maintain the spirit 
of indevendence and freedom, tempered 
with sentiments of justice and love of 
order that must prevail to preserve a re- 
public of freemen. 


The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 97 be adopted, when amended 
to read as follows: 


WHEREAS, It has come to our knowl- 
edge that some State Federations and 
Central Labor Unions, or Trades As- 
semblies, are not complying with article 
XI, section 1, of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, in admit- 
ting as members delegates of organiza- 
tions or locals whic are hostile to 
Unions that compose this great body; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention, insists that 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be complied with without 
any evasion. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 99—-By Delegate Louls 
Kemper, of the United Brewery Workers 
of America: 


WHEREAS, For the past five years 
the United Hatters of orth America 
have been and are now contending with 
the non-union hat firm of D. E. Loewe 
& Co.. of Danbury. Conn., to have estab- 
lished in said firm’s factory humane con- 
ditions, to-wit: A fair earning power 
and reasonable working hours; and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. having instituted suit 
against the United Hatters of North 
America, under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act, for three hundred and forty thou- 
sand ($340,000.00) dollars: and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of D. EB. 
Loewe & Co. has caused to be attached 
the homes and personal savings of two 
hundred and fifty (250) of the members 
of he United Hatters of North America; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided that the firm 
of D. E. Loewe & Co. would be entitled 
to damages if the court finds that the 
company has suffered loss by reason of 
the withdrawal of the patronage of or- 
ganized labor and its friends; therefore, 


be It 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor In Twenty-Eighth An- 
nual Convention assambled. do hereb 
pledge to the United Hatters of Nort 
America, and especially to the two hun- 
dred and fifty (250) members of that or- 
ganization whose homes and bank ac- 
counts are attached, moral and such 
financial support as may be necessary 
in the pending contention: and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED. That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby authorized and instructed to 
take such action as will at the proper 
time carry these resolutions into effect. 


The committee reported concurrence 
and recommended that the resolution be 
adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption of 
“Pouren Extradition Protest,’ the com- 
mittee reported as follows: 

“Your committee recommend that the 
Convention endorse the action of the 
Executive Council in their endeavor to 
secure the freedom of Jan Pouren. 

“We further recommend that the Exe- 
cutive Council interview the President 
of the United States, to the end that the 
traditional right of asylum for political 
refugees shall be preserved in this re- 
public, 

“We further recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor communicate with all afflliated 
organizations requesting them to peti- 
tion their respective representatives in 
Congress to intervene in behalf of Jan 
Pouren, that he may be relleved from 
imprisonment.”’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unantmous. 

Resolution No. 64—By Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of Amertea: 


WHEREAS, Ricardo Flores Magon, 
Antonio I. Vilar Librado Rivera, 
and other members of the Mexican Lib- 
eral party, were arrested in Los Angeles, 
California, August 23, 1907, at the in- 
stance of the Mexican government, and 
have since been detained in prison, while 
extraordinary effort has been made to 
extradite them; and 

WHEREAS, The Mexican government, 
as prosecutor, has succeeded in inducing 
the American authorities to hold them 
on varying criminal charges, ranging 
from petty larceny to that of murder; 


and 

WHEREAS, The several charges, in 
turn and of necessity, have been aban- 
doned when fully refuted by legal testi- 
mony, and the one active charge remain- 
ing Is that of endeavoring to invade 
Mexico with an armed force, all of 
which proves by court records that 
these men are not criminals in any 
sense—if offenders at all, political of- 
fenders only; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extends its earnest 
sympathy to the aforesald Magon, Vil- 
larreal, Rivera, et al., and commends to 
all affiliated organizations the considera- 
tion of proper means for their defense. 


The committee reported as follows: 
“Your committee recommend that the 
subject-matter of this resolution be re- 
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ferred to the Executive Council with in- 
structions to place it before the proper 
authorities at such time when the in- 
structions in connection with the Jan 
Pouren case are carried out.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“Old Age Pensions,’ the committee re- 
ported as follows: 

“The subject of old age pensions ex- 
tensively referred to in the reports of 
the President and of the Executive 
Council has received the careful atten- 
tion of your committee, both as to its 
intrinsic merit and its necessity, owing 
to the conditions which have arisen 
with the development of our industries, 
and which give evidence of being still 
further intensified as the workman is re- 
moved still further from the small vil- 
lage and small employer, and _ forced 
more and more to seek a livlihood in the 
industrial centers, from the large em- 
ployers and corporations. We have ex- 
amined the existing legislation of Europe 
establishing old age pensions, and we 
heartily approve of the steps which have 
been taken by the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to acquaint the 
American people with the substance of 
these laws and the conditions which have 
made them necessary if justice, to say 
nothing of humanitarian motives, Is to 
be done to those whose labor, manual 
and skilled, and whose lives have been 
given to the production of those ma- 
terial forms of wealth upon which the 
welfare of the nation and of our civili- 
zation must rest. Owing to the contrast 
in the methods of securing national leg- 
islation between European countries and 
the United States, your committee did 
not have time and opportunity to pre- 
pere and present to the Convention, in 
specific terms, the steps which the work- 
men of this country should take, that 
they may secure for themselves that 
guaranteed by law that their years of 
service to the community as producers 
of wealth will be rewarded by the na- 
tion with a pension when old age shall 
have overtaken them. 

"We would therefore recommend that 
the Executive Council be authorized to 
secure the assistance of such competent 
legal advice as will enable them to pre- 
pare the draft of a bMl providing for old 
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age pensions, and that such bill be in- 
troduced either in the legislatures of the 
States or in Congress, their action in 
this being governed by their decision as 
to whether this legislation is to be most 
readily secured and applied through the 
individual action of the several States, 
or by Federal legislation, or by both.” 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption of 
“Immigration,’ the committee reported 
as follows: 


Your committee concurs in the recom- 
mendations of the Executive Council, 
and recommend that they be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“Anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,” the com- 
mittee reported as follows: 

“Your committee approves the report 
of the Executive Council on anti-tuber- 
culosis and recommend continuation of 
distribution of printed matter upon the 
subject, thereby giving the public from 
time to time the latest, best and fullest 
information on preventing or on stamp- 
ing out the great white plague. 

“We desire to compliment the trade 
union movement on its good work so far 
performed on this humane subject, also 
to place on record our appreciation of 
the excellent effort by many doctors of 
medicine and other public spirited citi- 
zens in the same direction. 


“We heartily approve and commend 
the action of the Albany, N. Y., Trades 
and Labor Council on its erection of a 
tuberculosis pavilion, again showing that 
on humane procedure organized labor is 
in the vanguard; and wherever possible 
we advise that the meritorious action of 
the Albany, N. Y., Trade Unionists be 
duplicated in other industrial centers. 

“We advise continuation of the agita- 
tion on behalf of better sanitary condi- 
tions and regulations in shop, mill and 
mine, and of rigid enforcement of exist- 
ing laws on the subject. 

“We believe that the public expositi- 
tions and lectures on anti-tuberculosis 
which have recently taken place in dif- 
ferent parts of North America should 
be continued and encouraged, as their 
educational value is exceedingly impor- 
tant. 
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‘We recommend in the strongest pos- 
sible terms that, as means to the desired 
end, all trades and occupations not now 
working eight hours per day make addi- 
tional effort to reduce their work day 
to not over eight hours; that where in- 
door employment is necessary open air 
exercise be instituted; that improved 
conditions of life in the home be encour- 
aged; that temperate habits be prac- 
ticed; that Central Bodies should agitate 
in their respective localities for careful 
supervision by building inspectors of 
plans for buildings for human abode so 
that proper sanitary conditions in the 
home and plentiful supply of fresh air 
can be amply and “suitably provided; 
that State Federations be strongly ad- 
vised to initiate legislation favoring the 
erection of public hospitals for the cure 
and care of consumptives in the States 
where such hospitals do not now exist. 
Your committee consider it a blot on 
our boasted civilization that so little 
care by the State is provided for men 
and women, old or young, who are suf- 
fering from the ravages of tuberculosis 
in any of its stages. 

“We commend the good and practical 
work of the new National Society for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, lately of 
New York City. Its work each summer 
in Greater New York, especially on the 
floating barges in the East and North 
rivers and its plentiful supply of pure, 
fresh and wholesome food to the con- 
sumptives of the great city, deserves our 
heartiest approval. 


“Your committee submits that this 
subject is of the utmost importance to 
the individuals affected, as well as to 
the entire public, and the co-operation of 
all medical, charitable, philanthropic 
and other reform bodies is invited to ald 
in the good work, 80 that by united action 
the spread of the white plague may be 
halted if not entirely eradicated from the 
social system.”’ 


Vice-President Duncan—I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 


Vice-President Duncan—The resolution 
that is to be read now is by common 
consent the prerogative of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions to offer. The Secre- 
tary will read it. ’ 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, read the following resolution of- 
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fered by the committee and _ slightly 
amended at the suggestion of President 
Gompers: 


Resolution No. 10—By the Committee 
on Resolutions: 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, extend to the 
offictals and citizens of the city of Den- 
ver, Colo., its sincere for the 
hospitality and many courtesies extended 
to the delegates during their stay. That 
the city and state officials, business men 
and clubs and the rank and file of or- 
ganized labor have all contributed to 
make our stay a most pleasant one, and 
that the local committee appointed by 
organized labor to entertain the dele- 
gates have succeeded most effectively in 
accomplishing their duties, their atten- 
tiveness to our comfort and recreations 
having never been excelled. 

That the wives and daughters of the 
organized workmen of this city have 
earned our thanks and our admiration 
through their courteous and successful 
efforts to leave leasant memories in 
the minds of the lady delegates and the 
other ladies who have been in attend- 
ance to the Convention. 

That we extend our thanks to the of- 
ficers of the International Typographical 
Union, and to Superintendent Charles 
Deacon, of the Union Printers’ Home, for 
the hospitable reception and many cour- 
tesies shown to the delegates during their 
visit to the Union Printers’ Home at Colo- 
rado Springs, and for the opportunity 
which was afforded of investigating the 
commendable work that is being done b 
the Union Printers on behalf of their 
aged or distressed members. 

That we thank the press of Denver 
for the publicity given to our Convention. 

We leave the city with the conscious- 
ness of labors performed under pleasant 
surroundings, and we now express our 
keen appreciation of the many courtesies 
received. 

JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman; 
JOHN P. FREY, Secretary; 
JOHN A. MOFFITT, 
D. D. MULCAHY, 
W. F. COSTELLO, 
GEORGE W. SAVAGE, 
T. V. O’CONNOR, 
J. C. SHANESSY, 
JACOB TAZELAAR, 
EUGENE SARBER, 
JOHN 8. WHALEN, 
WILLIAM FYFE, 
THOMAS 8. FARRELL, 
HERMAN ROBINSON, 
©. P. SMITH. 

Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate Hawley—I move the adoption 
of the resolutions by a rising vote. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by a unanimous rising vote. 

On motion the report of the committee 
as a whole, as amended, was adopted. 

Delegate Ford, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Boycotts, reported as follows: 


Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—We, your Committee on Boy- 
cotts, to whom was referred Resolutions 
Nos. 3% and 33, Introduced by Delegate 
Chris A. Kerker, and appearing on page 
143, third day’s proceedings, make the 
following report: 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Bake and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
America has been engaged in a severe 
contest with The National] Biscuit Com- 
pany, commonly known as ‘Uneeda,”’ 
and The American Baking Company, 
commonly known as Heydt, Condon, St. 
Louis, eund, Wells-Bottler, Hauck- 
Hoerr and Home Bakeries of St. Louis, 
Mo.; and 

WHEREAS, The said trusts control a 
large portion of the bakery industry, 
thus making it difficult for the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union to successfully push a boy- 
cott against each individual brand made 
by the trusts; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its officers and 
organizers give special aid and assist- 
ance to the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union in pushi 
a boycott against each individual bran 
made by both The American Baking 
Company and National Biscuit Company, 
commonly known as ‘“Uneeda Biscuit;’ 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
State Federations, Central Bodies and 
Local Unions affilated by their Inter- 
national or National or Federal Unions, 
to assist the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union by vigor- 
ously pushi a boycott of trust bread 
sold in thelr localities. 


Resolution No. 83—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The fight inst the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Company of 8t. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by 
the Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 
. WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread 
Company still refuses to make a settle- 
ment with our International Union of 
America: and 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-Seventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor did recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor make an effort to bring about an 
adjustment of the long standing contro- 
versy, and If not successful, that a vigor- 
ous campaign be inaugurated to make 
their declaration of unfairness effective; 
therefore, be it 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty- hth 
Annual Convention of the American - 
eration of Labor reaffirm and place on 
the unfair list the McKinney firm of 8t. 
Louis, Mo., and try its utmost to make 
a settlement satisfactory to ery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America. 


Your committee respectfully report hav- 
ing carefully considered the resolutions 
and make the following recommenda- 
tions: 

That both resolutions be referred to 
President Gompers, he to make further 
effort, through correspondence, to bring 
about an amicable adjustment of the 
existing differences between the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union and the concerns mentioned in 
Resolutions Nos. 3 and 33. 

We further recommend that in the 
event of failure by President Gompers 
to adjust the differences then the entire 
subject-matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council for immediate action. 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, Chairman; 
CORNELIUS FORD, Secretary: 
SAMUEL BOTTERILL, 

A. C. SANDERS, 

A. J. KUGLER, 

MARTIN GOELLNITZ, 
THOMAS RITCHEY, 
EDWARD STARK, 

SAMUEL ROSS, 

A. McANDREW, 

JEROME JONES, 

T. V. COPELAND, 

J. L. ALLEN, 

JOHN P. WHITE, 

P. F. DUFFY. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Treasurer Lennon, Chairman of the 
Committee on Laws, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LAWS. 


Mr. President and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—We, your Committee on Laws, 
beg leave to submit the following report 
for your consideration: 

Resolution No. 1, which appears on 
page 100, second day’s proceedings, by 
Delegates William Fyfe and Herbert 
Crampton, Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters, and reads as follows: 


Amendment to Article XI, Seetion 2, of 
American Federation of Labor Co tu- 
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cal councils of t 
sertment 


And Resolution No. 45, which appears 
on page 150, fourth day’s proceedings, 
by Delegate J. J. Handley, of the Mil- 
waukee Federated Trades Council, and 
reads as follows: 

Amend Section 2 of Article II to read: 
The establishment of National and Inter- 
national Trade Untons recognizing the 
autonomy of each trade ba upon & 
close federation of all Kader cndustelally 
and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Having reference to the same subject 
both were considered jointly by the com- 
mittee. Your committee believe that the 
desired end, provision of laws, governing 
the establishment and defining the pow- 
ers and functions of industrial depart- 
ments, international and local, can be 
best secured, in part at least, by the 
enactment of two new sections and the 
amendment of two existing sections of 
the Constitution of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 


We therefore recommend the adoption 
of a new section to be known as section 
3 of article II, following sections to be 
renumbered accordingly and to read as 
follows: 

Section 3, Article II: The establish- 
ment of Departments composed of Na- 
tional or International Unions, afliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
of the same industry and which Depart- 
ments shall be governed in conformity 
with the Laws of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee also recommend the 
adoption of a new section to be known 
as Section 10 of Article XI (the following 
sections to be renumbered accordingly) 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to read as follows: 

Section 10, Article XI: Local Unions 
of National or International Unions af- 
fillated with the departments attached 
to the American Federation of Labor, in 
any city where a local department 
exists, shall not be eligible to member- 
ship in any local department unless they 
are connected with the chartered Central 
Body, nor shall they be eligible to mem- 
bership in the Central Bod unless they 
are affillated with the department. 


*Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
(8econded.) 

Delegate Barnes—What does the word 
“Department” mean in that section? 


tion, to provide for its application to lo- 
r the ullding Trades De- 
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President Gompers—Such a department 
as the Building Trades Department, or 
the Metal Trades Department, and the 
proposed Railway Department. 

Delegate Gallagher—If we have a union 
affillated with the city Central Body that 
refuses to join the departmental council, 
can we retain them in the Central Body 
unless they affiliate with the depart- 
mental council? 

Treasurer Lennon—They must join the 
departmental council if they are eligibie. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Gallagher, Stemburgh, Strait and 
Treasurer Yennon. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was concurred in. 

Your committee further recommend 
that Section 2 of Article XI be amended 
by the insertion of the word ‘Depart- 
ment” after word “bodies” in the fvurth 
line on page 17, so that the section wilt 
read as follows: 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of afl! 
National and International Unions afif 
ated with the American Federation cf La- 
bor to instruct their Local Unions_to 
join chartered Central Labor Bodies, De- 
partments and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar in- 
structions shal] be given by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to all Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions under its jurisdic- 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee further recommend that 
Section 8 of Article XI be amended by 
the insertion of the words ‘or depart- 
ments’ after the word ‘‘body’’ in the first 
line, page 18 of the Constitution, to read 
as follows: 


Section 8. No Central Body or Depart- 


“ment affiliated with the American Fed- 


eration of Labor shall reject credentials 
presented by a duly elected or appointed 
delegation of a Local Union, chartered by 
a ational or an International Union 
having afillation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; provided, however, that 
upon written charges signed by at least 
three delegates, any delegate of an affill- 
ated Union may, upon conviction after 
a fair trial. be expelled or suspended. 
Action of the Central Body, under this 
section, shall be subject to appeal to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor and no delegation 
representing Local nions affillated, as 
herein described, shall be suspended or 
expelled until like action is taken. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Alex 
Fairgrieve, of the Montana State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 
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» The American labor move- 
ment, as by its affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, or- 
ganizes the various International, Local 
and Federated Trades Unions, State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies duly 
chartered, and 1 recognizing the -sol- 
idarity of the labor movement and im- 
bued with the principles of mutual pro- 
tection; and 

WHEREAS, Governments hold and 
maintain the respect of all people where- 
in just laws are enacted and enforced 
for their government. A nation or state 
whose laws are indefinite or inadequate 
to the purpose for which they were in- 
tended never attain that efficiency neces- 
sary to giving protection to their adher- 
ents; an 

WHEREAS, The State Federations and 
Central Councils form int rts of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
are important auxillaries to the Inter- 
national and National Trades Unions in 
dissemination of thoughts inciting a de- 
sire in the minds of the unorganized in 
their respective vicinities to become 
united with the great labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, At present the State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies are to 
a great extent retarded in their efforts 
to advance the interests of organized 
labor by the refusal of some local unions 
to afflliate with the state and city organ- 
izations, and also by their withdrawal, 
on the least provocation, from the State 
Federations and City Central bodies, thus 
weakening the labor movement and aid- 
ing its enemies in consequence thereof; 


therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 


Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that Article Bection 
2, of the Constitution, be amended to read 


as follows: 

“Section 2 It shall be the duty of the 
executive officers of all National and In- 
ternational Unions affillated with the 
American Federation of Labor to, within 
ninety davs after the organization of a 
Local Union, notify such union that it 
must affiliate with the State Federation 
and City Central body, chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
locality 1 which such Local Union is 
organ . The officers of the American 
Federation of Labor must, within the 
time specified in this section, cause all 
directly chartered Trade and Federal 
Unions to affillate with State and City 
Central bodies in their localities chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor. 
It shall be the duty of all unions now 
organized to at once affiliate with said 
State and City Central bodies. 


The committee recommend that the 
subject-matter of the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council, it to 
urge affiliated National and International 
Unions to so amend thelr Constitutions 
as to obtain the desired end, and to also 
insist that all Federal Unions chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor 
affiliate with Central Bodies where such 
exist. 
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A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Fairgrieve, who 
called the attention of the International 
Officers present to the fact that many of 
thelr locals were connected with dual 
Central Bodies and independent bodies 
not affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Montana. The question 
was further discussed by Delegates Mc- 
Cullough and Kerker. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 59—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, In Boston, Mass., and 
vicinity, the District Council of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have instituted a 
campaign of proselytism among the 
already organized members of the Inter- 
national Union of Shipwrights; and 

WHEREAS, The methods employed 
emulate those of the life insurance com- 

nies of our country, namely, they of- 
er to pay ter financial benefits to 
seceders and others than that which 
they (the seceders) were already guar- 
anteed by the International Union of their 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, The employment of such 
vicious and discreditable methods, within 
the trades unlon movement, are a men- 
ace and a hindrance to the advancement 
of that noble cause, inasmuch as It has 
caused some of our most ardent and de- 
voted workers to retire in dis t from 
the trades union movement altogether; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, As a remedy for so de- 
plorable a condition within our t 
movement, that Section 1, Article ‚of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be amended to read as 
follows: °No Central Labor Union, or 
any other Central Body of delegates, shall 
admit to, or retain in their councils, 
delegates from any local organization 
that owes its alleglance to any other 
body, national or international, hostile to 
any affiliated organization, or that has 
been suspended or expelled by, or not 
connected with, a national or interna- 
tional organization of their trade herein 
affiliated, or whose membership in part, 
or in whole. have seceded from or re- 
fused to affillate with the national or In- 
ternational organization of their trade, 
under penaltv of having their charter re 
voked for violation of the same, subject 
to appeal to the next Convention.” 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegate BE. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 
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RESOLVED, That no delegate to the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have the right to cast the 
vote for his whole delegation only by 
written consent of his respective organi- 
zation or by his delegation. Such power 
must be proved before the delegate is al- 
lowed to cast the full vote of his delega- 

on, 


The committee recommend non-concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee. was concurred in. 

Your committee recommend that Sec- 
tion 10, Article IX, page 14 of the Con- 
stitution, be amended to read as follows: 


All Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Labor Unions holding charters direct 
from the American Federation of Labor, 
desiring the assistance of the American 
Federation of Labor in trade disputes, 
shall submit to the President of the 
American Federation of Labor for ap- 
proval by the Executive Council the 
full statement of the grievance, and 
shall receive within twenty (20) days 
from the President an answer as to 
whether they will be sustained or not, 
and no benefits shall be paid where a 
strike takes place before the Local Union 
has received the approval of the Execu- 
tive Council. 


A motion .was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. j 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Gallagher and Treasurer Lennon. 

President Gompers—From what time Is 
the twenty days to be reckoned? 

Treasurer Lennon—The committee did 
not state, but I say, as an officer of an 
International Union, that our law pro- 
vides that the time is to be reckoned 
from the time the letter was malled, as 
shown by the stamp. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
was carried. 


Treasurer Lennon—That completes the 
report of the committee, which Is signed: 


JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman; 
J. C. SKEMP, Secretary; 
JOHN H. WALKER, 
ROBERT A. McKEE, 
THOS. A. RICKERT, 

Cc. L. SHAMP, 

DAVID J. DAVIS, 
JOHN MURTAUGH, 
JOHN C. JOHNSTON, 
M. O’SULLIVAN, 

LEE M. HART, 

J. B. DALE, 

HARRY P. HOAG, 
JOHN MANGAN, 

THOS. VAN LEAR. 


On motion the Constitution as a whole, 
as amended, was adopted. 

Delegate Duffy (T. J.), for the Commit- 
tee on State Organization, presented the 
following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Elighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Your Committee on State Organiza- 
tions beg leave to report that having 
given due consideration to the question 
of State Federations and their relation 
and utility to the general labor move- 
ment, are of the opinion that State Fed- 
erations are essential factors in progress 
and advancement of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Your committee note with satisfaction 
the addition of four State Federations to 
our list duri the past year, and are of 
the opinion that every effort should be 
made to complete the list by adding the 
remaining states to the roster of State 
Federations. 

Your committee are in hearty accord 
with the sentiment expressed by Presi- 
dent Gompers wherein he says: ‘‘There 
are no bodies more effective in carrying 
into execution the policies and principles 
for which our movement stands than 
these State Federations and City Cen- 
tral Labor Organizations. Their influ- 
ence for good is marked and wide- 
spread. By reason of their constant 
mingling with the rank and file of the 
tollers in their respective states and lo- 
calities they inspire feelings of unity, 
fraternity and solidarity among the 
workers and all right thinking men.” 

Your committee are or che opinion that 
a State Labor Federation can made as 
essential to progress within the state as 
is the American Federation of Labor to 
the nation. They serve the purpose of 
educating the workers to more thor- 
oughly grasp the intent and purpose of 
the wider movement. 

A State Federation, in its general pur- 
pose, may be classed under three heads: 

First: To seek favorable legislation in 
the interest of labor. 

Second: To oppose legislation that mill- 
tates against the general good. 

Third: To seek to foil the efforts of 
the professional lobbyist in the interest 
of corporate wealth. 

That the State Federations have been 
successful in the matter of improved 
laws, governing prison labor, on compul- 
sory education, more effective factory in- 
spection, and other remedial legislation 
fe beyond peradventure. 

Your committee are also of the opinion 
that the State Federation is of material 
assistance in the matter of organization, 
and feel that every assistance possible 
should be rendered them by the Execu- 
tive officers of this Federation. 

The educational value of the State Fed- 
eration can not be over-estimated. The 
Annual Convention provides opportunity 
for the study of the ethics and philoso- 
phy of the great labor movement. The 





wider contact of thought evolves knowl- 
edge that materially aids in broadening 
the mind and greatly enhances the use- 
fulness in the local field. 

For the foregoing and many other rea- 
sonr that might be given, we would rec- 
ommend that the International Unions 
should use eve effort to have their Lo- 
cal Unions affiliate with their respective 
State Federations, and tn furtherance of 
this end we recommend that the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
ber be and Is hereby Instructed to com- 
municate with the officers of the Inter- 
national and Federal Unions, urging them 
to have the Local Unions throughout the 
country affliate with the State Federa- 
tions where such exist. Also to take 
such measures as will lead to the forma- 
tion of State Branches in the remaining 
ten states not yet In line. 


R. GLOCKLING, President; 
THOS. J. DUFFY. Secretary: 
JAMES F. KANE 
TIMOTHY HEALY. 

DAVID McLENNAN, 

T W. McCULLOUGH. 
RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG, 
M. J. O'BRIEN, 

P. C. WINN, 

J. H. RICHARDS 
McSORLEY. 


P. ¥. McCARTHY. 
ALEX DOULL, 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Delegate Grout—I arise to a question 
of personal privilege, and would like to 
make a statement in the Interest of my 
organization. I regret exceedingly that 
Delegate Mitchell holds the organization 
I have the honor to represent here re- 
sponsible for the attempts of the Manu- 
facturers’ Association to put him in jail. 
Many attempts have been made to put 
members of our organization in jail, and 
in some instances they have been suc- 
cessful. Our organization did not hold 
anyone responsible for that except the 
Manufacturers’ Association. In _ behalf 
ef the organization I represent I intro- 
duced in this Convention a resolution 
asking that financial assistance be given, 
and that the best legal talent be secured 
for all those attacked by the Buck's Stove 
and Range Company. We appreciate the 
efforts of those who heiped us in that 
fight, but It is your fight as well as ours, 
and I see no reason why I should be ex- 
pected to remain silent on subjects I am 
interested in. 

Delegate Walker intimates that my po- 
litical bellef influences me in question- 
ing the eligibility of Delegate Mitchell 
to a seat on the Executive Council. I 
have never charged anyone with being 
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a traitor to the labor movement because 
they differ with me politically, and I 
don’t want that inference drawn from 
his statements. 

President Gompers—The gentleman is 
exceeding his question of personal privi- 
lege. 

Vice-President Duncan-—I desire to say 
a word, if the Conventilon will permit, 
upon the subject spoken of by Delegate 
Grout. I desire to speak as an interested 
party, as a member of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor and concerned in the Buck’s Stove 
and Range sult. 

I desire to say that Delegate Grout 
should be the last man to stand on the 
floor of this Convention and question 
anything in connection with the standing 
of John Mitchell. Vice-President 
Mitchell's statement to-day may not 
have been as well understood by the 
average delegate as it is by us. This 
suit that has been introduced recently 
in Washington affecting President Gom- 
pers, Vice-President Mitchell and Secre- 
tary Morrison only seriously affects 
Vice-President Mitchell in two particu- 
lars. The first is that as President of 
the United Mine Workers. He was in 
the chair when a motion was passed by 
the Convention of that organization. The 
second is that the journal of the or- 
ganization of Delegate Grout, the Metal 
Polishers, published a statement to the 
effect that the boycott circulars of Dele- 
gate Grout’s organization reached a good 
many people through the office of the 
Mine Workers. Mr. Davenport, the 
lawyer for the Buck's Stove and Range 
Company, questioned and pilloried Vice- 
President Mitchell because of that pub- 
lished statement that the United Mine 
Workers’ office was sending out those 
circulars. It was made one of the prin- 
cipal things whereby Mr. Mitchell was 
charged with violating the Injunction of 
Judge Gould. Mr. Davenport had the 
journal with the statements in it. 

It therefore ill becomes Delegate Grout 
to come here and try to besmirch the 
name of a Vice-President of this organi- 
zation, and a former President of the 
United Mine Workers of America, in the 
same way the employers are trying to 
besmirch his character. I don’t Know 
that the literature spoken of was sent 
out from the office of the United Mine 
Workers, as stated in the journal of the 
Metal Polishers, but Mr. Davenport is 
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making that one of his two strong points 
to put John Mitchell én prison. 


I would not have said this at this time 
had it not been that some delegates com- 
ing to this Convention are not satisfied 
at any time unless they are endeavoring 
to nag at a man who is an officer. Dele- 
gate Grout stated that John Mitchell was 
doing wrong because he was working for 
capitalists and receiving a salary: Are 
not the members of our unions working 
for employers who are capitalists and 
receiving salaries for services performed? 
That is not what is in his mind; it was 
an effort to connect Vice-President 
Mitchell with the side that is against or- 
ganized labor. 


I would be unfair, I would be untrue 
to myself and my colleagues, if I did not 
stand here and say this in the closing 
hours of our Convention. I would have 
saved the Convention this if Delegate 
Grout had not insisted upon rising to 
try to do something to belittle John 
Mitchell before the delegates here. 

Delegate Grout—I would like to say a 
few words. 

Delegate Gallagher—I rise to a point of 
order. He had his chance to make a 
statement, and my point is that the in- 
cident is now closed. I move that the in- 
cident be considered closed. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I move that 
the Convention adjourn sine die. (Sec- 
onded.) 

President Gompers—Just a word be- 
fore I put the motion to adjourn. It has 
been my pleasure to preside over and to 
participate in the the proceedings of the 
Conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor almost without interruption 
from the date of its formation in 1881 to 
this time. It has been a matter of 
gratification to me to note the growth 
of the organization within the past year; 
not so much its growth in numbers, but 
the mental growth of the men and 
women who make up our Convention. 
When the list of delegates was first 
shown me I noted many new names, and 
I experisnced considerable difficulty in 
determining without personal knowl- 
edge and personal contact who to place 
on the important work of our com- 
mittees. But, standing before you at 
the first session, I saw an immense num- 
ber of new faces, and I can say, without 
flattery or undue praise, that the men 
and women I found in the Convention 
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are a great contribution toward our ad- 
vance. 

It is something to know that ‘in this 
American Federation of Labor we pre- 
sent the broadest platform and the 
freest forum for every man to express 
himself upon any subject of concern to 
the cause of labor. I don’t believe there 
is anywhere a freer forum than the floor 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

During our Convention we have per- 
formed splendid work. We have outlined 
work for the coming year, and for the 
future after that year, that will make for 
the solidarity of the organized labor 
movement of this country. I am sure 
that it will make for fraternity and for 
the common uplift. During the Conven- 
tion two International Unions have be- 
come affiliated. One International Union 
being in rivalry, or having a rival in its 
craft, has had the foundation laid for 
amalgamation or ccnsolidation and peace 
in the trade. A terrible dissension arose 
in one Brotherhood, which was divided 
in two opposing forces. Through the in- 
strumentality and mediation of the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion we have laid the basis for the unity, 
the success and the permanency of that 
organization. Through the instrumental- 
ity of the American Federation of Labor 
two organizations, which to a pessimist 
it would seem never could ally them- 
selves, never could be brought into com- 
munion with each other or to co-operate 
with each other, were brought into an 
agreement and a basis was lald that will 
mean peace among the Longshoremen 
and the Seamen. 

Much more has been done which I have 
not the time to review or you the time to 
listen to. I do believe. however, that out 
of this Convention will grow, not only 
the feeling, but the knowledge and the 
determination that this American labor 
movement of ours has been planted so 
firmly that there is no power in all the 
combined antagonists of labor to sepa- 
rate, to divide or drive us out of ex- 
istence. 

This movement of labor, this American 
labor movement stands as a protest 
against wrong; it stands as the van- 
guard, the living, crystallized sentiment 
of discontent against injustice. It is a 
movement that expresses the struggles 
and hopes and prayers of the men and 
women who toil. 

I trust that after the close of the Con- 
vention you may all reach yow' 


in safety and in health, and that you 
will take up your work with renewed 
courage and vigor. May the coming 
Thursday be a day of real thanksgiving 
for right and justice as well as for 
plenty; may the coming holiday season 
usher in a new day, a bright day ot 
peace and good will to all mankind. 

I shall ask one of the delegates from 
the youngest International Union in this 


FRANK J. PULVER, 
Assistant. 
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Convention to sing that good old song se 
often sung in our Conventions, taken 
from Bonnie Scotland and made the 
universal song of brotherhood and good 
will. Brother Peter G. Cook, of the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation, will sing ‘“‘Auld Lang Syne.” 


At the close of the singing the Con- 
vention was adjourned sine die. 


FRANK MORRISON, 
Beoretary American Federation of Labor 
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Bakery and Confectionery Workers, J 
International Union of............ 2 | 


A. J. Kennedy. 3622 Paulima st., Chicago, Ill. 
.C hris Kerker, 2070 Prospect ave., New York 
sity. 

; Henry Koch, 41 N. York st., Patterson, 


Ww. i. Klupetzky, Box 43, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Frank X. Noschang, Box 39%, Albany, N.Y. 

Jacob Fischer, 222 East Michigan st. In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Chas. S. Mote, 122 Villa st., Elgin, Ill. 


John Whitehead, care of Grand Opera 
House, Minneapolis, Minn. 

J.W. Kline, 585 Monon Building, Chicago, Ill. 

WwW. J. Dougherty, 209 Breckenridge st., 

Buffalo, N 

Ws G. Powelsland, 350 Beatrice st., Toronto, 

n 

Joseph A. Franklin, Suite 7-12 Law Buiid- 
ing. Kansas City, Kans. 

N. Quesnel, 130 Grace st. Toronto, Canada. 

. John Dohney, 5640 South Center ave., 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Robert Glockling, 182 Nassau st..N. Y. City. 

James W. Dougherty, 132 Nassau st., New 
York City. 

John F. Tobin, 246 Summer st., Boston, Mass. 

Michael J. Hallinan, 46 Calmar st., Boston. 
MASS. 

C. W. Agnew, Manchester, N. H. 

Sadie Spraggon, 1l Rugsby Place, St. Louis, 


Mo. 

Curtis A. Batchelder, 175 Hovendon ave., 
Montello, Mass. 

Louis Kemper, Vine and Calhoun sts., Cin- 
einnati. Ohio. 

Joseph Proebstle, Vine and Calhoun sts. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

ALS; Kugler, 110 Grant ave., Jersey City, 


Barbers’ International Union, Jour- 
NEYMEN...... . ... ...... . . . .............. 4 | 


@ S22 B Fa 


Bill Posters and Billers of America, | 
International Alliance of............. 1 | 


oo 
LS 


Blacksmiths, International Brother- : | . 
hood ot .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3° 


Boilermakers and Iron Ship Balla. | 
ers of America, Brotherhood of ..... 3 | 


wt KB U 88 


Bookbinders, International Brother- 
Of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


Brewery Workmen, International , 
Union of the United............. .... 


Edmond F. Ward, 1117 Columbus ave., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

John Sullivan, Astoria Hall, 62 E. 
Fourth st., New York City. 


Frank Butterworth, Room 409, 56 Fifth ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Frank M. Ryan, 422 American Central Life 
Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 

John T. Butler, 116 E. North st., Buffalo, 


N. Y. 
Adam Sladky, 966 Well st., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers, 
Alliance, International .............. 


International Association of........ 
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Bridgeand Structural Iron Workers, ' 3 
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Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
United Brotherhood of. 


Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgn-i 
mated Society of. nn 

Car W orkers. I International Associa- 
tion of 
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Cement Workers, A American Brother- 
hood of . 


Cigarmakers’ International | Union of: 
America. 


...* 


Clerks’ International Protective As- | 
sociation, Retail . Z 


Cloth Hat and (‘ ap. Makers of N 


. An 
United nn 


Coopers’ International Unionof N.A. 


Klectrical Workers of America, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 


Elevator Constructors, International 
Union of 


Engineers, 


International Union of 
Steam .. . 


Firemen, Internationn! Brother- 
hood of Stationary . 


| 


No. ' 


| of 


Dele- 


gates. 


te 


No. 


of 


votes 
for each 
delcgate. 





— — 


— —— | — 


ty 
th 


ze 32 22a zur «=H YE EEE 


DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-NINTH ANN 


‘UAL CONV ENTION 


— — —- —— — — — — 


NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


William D. Huber, Carpenters’ Building, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
nk bu. Carpenters’ Building, Indian- 
S 
Pp. O'Reilly, 714 Fifth st. N. E. Minne- 
polis, Minn. 


Samuel Botterill, 24 Clinton st., Fast Orange, 


Ww. „A: ‚Sexton, 4300 E. First st.. Los Angeles, 
Cal. 
Thomas F Flynn, 2060 W. Twelfth at., Chicago, 


Michael J. O'Brien, 9 Saratoga ave., Roch- 
ester, N. 

James Reid, "Labor Hall, Homer st.. Van- 
couver, B.C, 

Herbert Crampton. #7 Abbott Court, 
Chicago. 111. 

P. F. Richardson, Rooms 145-6 Star Build- 
ing, 6 Dearborn st., Chicago, ID. 


William A. Brennan, 151 2d ave., New 
York City. 
Henry Redler, Hamgari Hall, 8. E. cor. 


loth and Carr sts., St. Louis. Mo. 

Samuel Gompers, Ouray Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Thomas F. Tracy, Ouray Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

J. Muhlon Barnes, 
Chicago, IM. 

George R. French, 820 Monon Building, 
Chicago, IN. 


10 Washington st,, 


nn vo. Smith, 1112 Locust st. Kansas 
t 
H. I. Conway, 815 Appel Building, Denver, 


Colo 
D. F. ‘Manning, 423-6 G st. N. W., 
ton, D. €‘. 
Herman Robinson, % Third ave., New York 
N ity. 


Washing- 


Max Zuckerman, 2 E. Seventh st., 
York City. 

J. A. Cable, Suite A, Board of Trade Build- 
ing, Kansas City, Kans. 

Thomas McManus, 1615 Freeman ave., Cin- 
einnati, Ohio. 

Frank J. Mes ulty, Pierick Building, Spring- 

ele 

Stephen J. Fay, 2180 Grenshaw ave., Chi- 
cago. Ill. 

F.A. Monaghan, 224 Guerrero st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 


New 


Frank Feeney, 2386 8S. Fifteenth st., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

M.C omerford. 308-810 Temple Bar Annex, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

R. A. McKee, 606 Main st., Peoria, Ill. 

Po Winn, 2019 N. Sawyer ave.. Chicago, 


M. Murphy, care of P. J. Horan, 502 W.One 
Hundred and Seventy-Seventh st., New 
York City. 

Timothy Healy, Es E. Twenty-Seventh st. 
New York. N. Y. 

J.W. Morton, Room #3, 275 Ia Salle st.. Chi- 
eago, 11. 
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Fitters and Helpers of America, 
International! Association of Steam : 
and Hot Wator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


Garment Workersof America, United 6 


Garment Workers’ Union, Interna- 
tional Ladies’................. ........ 1 


Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association of, 
the United States and Canuda...... | 


3 


Glass Workers’ International Associ- | 
ation, Amalgamated 


Glove Workers Ution of America, In- | 
ternational 


Granite Cutters’ International Asso- 
ciation of America, The 


| 
i 
Hatters of North America, United.. | 9 


Hodcarriers’and Building Laborer’s 


| No, 
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Union of America, International. .- 
Horseshoers of United States and | 

Canada, International Union of 

Journeymen.................... 26.05. ı 2 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes’: 


International Alliance and Bar- : 
tenders’ International League of | 
America 


.... 


Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gamuated Association of... .......... Ä 2 


Jewelry Workers’ 


ica, International .................... i] 


Lathers, International 
Wood, Wire and Metal 


— — 


Laundry Workers’ Internationa! 
Union 


Union of | 
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NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


3 | John Mangan, 7700 Lowe ave., Chicago. Ill. 
23 | R. P. Walsh, 62 Huren st., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
107 | T. A. Rickert, Room 418, 275 La Salle st., Chi- 

cago, Ill. 
107 | B. A. Larger, 117 Bible House, New York 
y. 
107 | S. L. Landers, 2 Sherman ave., Hamilton, 
Ontario. 
107 Victor Altman, 261 Hickory st., Buffalo, 
106 | Maier Schwarz, 612 Vine st. Cincinnati, 
. Ohio. 
18 | Abraham Rosenberg, %-27 Third ave., New 
York City. 
81 | Dents A. Hayes, 990 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
$1 | Martin M. Lollo, 2128 N. Eleventh st., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
$1 | Brazier Wescott, General Delivery, Glass- 
boro, N. J. 
ll | Walter West, 1016 Simpson st., New York 
City. 
8 | Miss Agnes Nestor, Room 606, Bush Temple 


— — — —— mn — — 


of Music, Chicago, III. 
James Duncan, Hancock Building, Quincy . 
ass. 
James Garvey, Milford, Mass. 
Tsang Coombe, 145 Railroad ave., Brooklyn. 


John A. . Moffitt, 24 Lincoln Place. Orange, 


James P. Maher, il Waverly Place, New 


York City. 


D. D’Alessandro, Box 697, Albany, N. Y. 
H. P. Smith, 611 Towle st., Hammond, Ind. 
David Kirby, 79 E. Canton st., Boston, 
Mass. 
Roady Kenehan, P. O. Box 1381, Denver, 
Yolo 
36 John Morrissey, 2974 Drake ave., Chicago, 
74) Jere L. Sullivan, Commercial Tribune 


Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Thomas S. Farrell, 1866 E. Sixth st., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


74 


* 


74 | John J. Griffin, 70 Adanıs st., Lynn, Mass. 
73 TS Sullivan, 86 Franklin ave., Hartford, 
Yon 
William Q. Sullivan, 17 Gladys st., Roch- 


ester, N. 
P. J. McArdle, Room 506, House Building, 
| Pittsburg, Pa. 
Fred C. Daniels, Box 118, E. Chicago, Ind. 


| Al. Weisenberger, 43 Red Jacket Parkway, 


78 
20. 


Buffalo, N. Y 


25 William J. McSorley, 401 Superior Building, 
' Cleveland, Ohio. 

3: Edwin T. Stevenson, 121 Davenport ave., 
| New Haven. Conn. 


35 John J . Manning, 602 Second ave. Troy, 
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Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of 


Lithographers, International Pro- 
tective and Beneficial Association 
of the U.8.and Canada..... ....... 


Lithographic Press Feeders of U. 8. | 
and Canada, International Pro- 
tective Association of. on ' 


Longshoremen's Association, Inter- | 
national 


Machinists, Intl. Assoctation of... . 


Maintenance of Way Employes, In- 
ternational! Brotherhood of . 


Marble Workers, Intl. Association of 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
men of North Americen, Amalga- 
mated 


Metal Polishers, Buffers. Platers and 
rass Workers’ Inti. Union of 
North America . ..... .. 
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Metal Workers’ International Alli- 
ance, Amalgamated Sheet.. ... 


Mine Workers of America, United. | 


Molders‘ Union of North America, 
International 


o 
dele- | 


votes 
for sach 


delegate. 
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NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


John J. Pfeiffer, 210 Postal Building, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


Frank Gehring, 3 Carltonave., Jersey City. 


W. A. Coakley, 43Centre st.. New York City. 

Thomas V.O‘Connor, 1008 Mutual Life Bulld- 
ing, Buffalo. N.Y. 

John J. Joyce, 1008 Mutual Life Building, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

James Raymond, 5004 Woodland ave., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

James E. Dwyer, 1821 Washington Boule- 


vard, Chicago, Ill. 

James OConnell, #6 MeceGill Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Eugene Sarber, 36 Howard Building, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Cy: Fry, 30 Merchants’ Building, Chicago, 


J.J . Keppler, New Amsterdam Hotel, New 
York Cit 


. Thomas Van Lear, 19299 University ave., St. 


Paul, Minn. 

A. B. Lowe, 3900 Olive st., St. Louis, Mo. 

T. W. Cassiday, 19 Winter st., W. Summer- 
walle: Mass. 
Wm. H. Noyes, & Wright ave., Toronto, 


Can 
Walter V. Price, 106 W. One Hundred and 
Thirty-Kighth st., New York City. 


Homer D. Call, Box 212, Syracuse, N. Y. 
August Molter, 127 Louisiana st., Buffalo, 


ate 


T. M. Daly, Rooms 407, 408, 409, Neave Bulld- 
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Thomas Rumsey, 314 Cherry st., Toledo, 
Ohio. 


M. O’Sullivan. 41 Madison ave., Crafton. Pa. 

Thomas Butler, 06 W. Kightieth st., New 
York, N. Y. 

R. G. M. Ross, Brentwood, Md. 

T.L. Lewis, 1111 State Life Building, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

John Mitchell. 10006 Metropolitan Building, 
New York City. 

John H. Walker, Farıners’ Nationai Bank. 
Bullding, Springfleld, I. 

W.B. Wilson, Bliossburg, Pa. 

W.D. Van Horn, West Terre Haute, Ind. 

Frank J. Hayes, Farmers’ National Bank 
Building. Springfield, Ill. 

G. W. Savage, 75 Ruggery Building, Colum- 


bus, Ohio. 
Valentine, Box 0, Cincinnatt, 


Joseph F. 
Ohio. 

Jobn P. Frey, Box 600, Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Thomas Humphrey, Trades Assembly Hall, 
New Castle, . 

Chas Mae ilkerson, 875 Boulevard, Spring- 
fiel 

P. J. Jordan, 4 Wilbur st., care of Wm. John, 
Kverett, Mass. 


DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY. NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


No. of 
votes 
for each 
delegate. 


vil 


NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


— — mmm — — —— — — — — 


No. 
‘of 
ORGANIZATIONS. dele- 
gates 
Musicians, American Federation of... 4 
Painters, Decorators, and Paper- 4, 
hangers of America, Brotherhood of. 
| 
Papermakers of America, United 
Brotherhood ot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 
Patternmakers’ League ofN.A........ 


Pavers, Rammermen. Flag Layers, | 
Bridge, and Stone Curb Setters 


Paving Cutters’ Union of the United | 
States of America and Canada... || 

Photo-Engravers’ Union of North 
America, International.............. 

Piano and Organ Workers’ Union of: 
America, International.............. 


Plate Printers’ Union of North | 
America, International Steel and 
Copper 


Plasterers’ International Association , 
of the United States and Canada, 
Operative 
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Plumbers, Gasfitters, Steamfitters, | 
and Steamfitters Helpers of 
United States and Canada .......... 


Post Office Clerks 
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Potters, National Brotherhood of 
Operative 


* 





Print Cutters’ Association of Amer- 
ica, National 


Ce —2—— 


Printing Pressmen’s Union, Inter- 
national.........:...:. . . . . . . . . . ee eee 

Quarry Workers’ International 
Union of N. A . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


bee eer 


Railroad Telegraphers, Order of 





a 
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Jos. N. Weber,3 St. Nicholas ave. New 
York City. 

Owen Miller, 8535 Pine st., St. Louis, Mo. 

Jos. Winkler, 134 KE. Van Buren st. Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

D. A. Carey, % Markham st., Toronto. Can. 

Jacob Tazelaar,3 E. Seventeenth st., Room 
45. New York City. 


Emil Arnold, 5023 W. Strang st., ‚Jefferson, 


. Chas. J. Eisenring, 2134 St. Louis ave., St. 


. Matthew Woll, 611 Bishop st., 


‚Geo. L. Berry, 


: W.A.V 


Louis, Mo. 
C.A.Cullen, 2 Fairmount ave., Worcester, 
Mass. 


Jt. Garey, 22 Smith Building, Watertown, 


James Wilson, 1008-10089 Second National 
Bank Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

James L. Gernon, 411 Albemarle Road, 
Brooklyn, N.Y 


Edw. I. Hannah, 249 E. Fifty-seventh st., 
New York City. 


John Sheret, Box 116, Albion, N. Y. 
Chicago, Ill. 
1823 Greenwood Terrace, 


Charles Dold, 
Chicago, 111. 


George P. Foster, Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, Washington, D.C. 

John Donlin, 817 Loomis st., Chicago, 11l. 

Edward J. McGivern, 3 Mulvey st., Matta- 
pan Station, Boston, Mass. 

Peter G. Cook, 38 Union Road, Roselle 
Park, N. J 

John R. Alpine, 401-6 Bush Temple of Music, 
Chicago, Ill. 

William J. Tracy, &%7 N. Thirteenth st., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
. W. Shirk, 2065 W. Twenty-eighth st., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Thomas B. Clark, 821 E. Thirty-ninth st., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Edward B. Goltra, 301 W. Sixty-fourth st.. 
Chicago, Il. 

Thomas J. Duffy, Box” 6, East Liverpool, 

0. 

Thomas J. Humphrey, 61 Grand st., Tren- 
ton, N. J. 

John Paravicini, 5245 Chester ave., Philadel- 

Lyric Theatre 


phia, Pa. 
Building, 
Rooms 802-807, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Norman Sprague, 2008 Thirteenth st. N. W., 
Washington, D.C. 
William Hall, Rooms 802-807, Lyric Theatre 
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
ickery, Rooms 802-807, Lyric Theatre 
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio 


P. F. McCarthy, Scampini Building, Barre, 


vt. 
ı W.F.B. Feyler, Waldoboro, Maine. 


H. B. Perham, Star Building, St. Louis, Mo. 

W.T. Brown, Star Building, St. Louis, Mo. 

L. A. Tanquary, Board of Trade Building, 
Pueblo, Colo. 
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gates delegate. 


Kansas City, Mo 
Claude Manlove, 1008-1010 Walnut st., Kan- 


, 23 Wilbur Braggins, 310 K. C. Life Building. 
Railway Clerks, Brotherhood of .... 2 
° sas City, Mo. 


Railway Employesof America, Amal- 
gamated Association of Street and 
Blectric... 0 .... 2.2.2.2 . . . . . .. .. I 33 W. D. Mahon, 601-608 Hodges Building. Pe- 
troit, Mich. 
84 ' Andrew Furuseth, 44-46 East st.. San Fran- 
. cisco, Cal. 
Victor A. Olander, 674 W. Madison st., 


Chicago, Ill. 
Shingle Weavers’ Union of America,’ 
International .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 18 Ernest P. Marsh, Labor Temple, Everett, 


Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union of ash. 
America, International. ..... G. M. Huddleston, 6] Fourth st. N. W. 
Washington, D 


5 
; | % Lee M. Hart. State Hotel, Chicago, Ni. 
Stage Employes’ International Alli- 3° 7 


Seamen's Union of America, Inter- 
national. . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 2 


ance, Theatrical .... ...... ee Patrick k T. Barry, 11 National st., Boston, 
John Suarez, 622 Walnut st., St. Louis, Mo. 
Stereotypers and Hlectroty pers’ 


Union of North America ......... 1* % J ames RE Freel, 1889 EKighty-fifth st.. Brook- 
yn, N. 
390 J 95 Evans, 620 Sixth st. N. W., Washington, 


3% James F. McHugh, 5% Sixth st. N. W., 
Washington, D.C. 
% Joseph Gervais, 108 Bienville st., Montreal. 


Stonecutters’ Association of North 
America, Journeymen. 


Can. 
Stove Mounters’ International Union |] 10 D an Ottinger, 166 Concord ave., Detroit, 
ch. 
Switchmen’s union of North America 1 8 D. A. Harshbarger, care of Frank T. Haw- 


ley, 326 Brisbane Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 
4 John B. Lennon, Box 697, Bloomington. 


Til. 

Tailors’ Union of America, Journey- g | 44 Hush Robinson, 3 Kent st., Hamilton, Ont., 
men ; . .... an 

Thomas Sweeney, 182 Gregory st. Roch- 
ester, N.Y. 

Dantel J. Tobin, 222 E. Michigan st.. In- 
diana polis, Ind. 

Thomas L. Hughes, 22 E. Michigan st., In- 
diuna polis, Ind. 

John E. Longstreet. ® E. Twelfth st.. Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


44 
64 
64 
Teamsters, International Brother- 6 
6 Joseph F. Murphy, 39 Market st., Chicago, 
64 
50 
5 


hood of on J § 


I} 
Patrick D. Daley, 9 Alliston st., Charlestown, 
MASS 
John Golden, Box 742, Fall River, Mass. 


Textile Workers of America, United 2 James Tansey, Box 368, Fall River. Mass. 


Tile Layers and Helpers’ Union, In- 
ternational Ceramic. Mosaic and 


— — —— 


Encaustic . . nn } 17 Charles H. Leps, 5 N. Thirteenth st., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Tin Plate Workers’ Protective Asso- 
Cintion of America, International | 15 Charles E EK. Lawyer, Reilly Block, Wheel- 
ng, W. Vi 


2 XK. Lewin "Evans. Room 50, American Na- 
tional Bunk Building, Louisville, Ky. 

21 Anthony McAndrew, Room 50, American 
National Bank Building, Louisville, Ky. 


Tobacco Workers’ International J 
| 91 James M. Lynch, Rooms 640-£0, Newton 


Union 2 


Clay pool Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 

9 Frank Morrison, » Ouray Building, Washing- 
ton, D.C 

91 MaxS. Hayes, 979 Parkwood Driv e, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

91 Hugh Stevenson, 176 McPherson ave. 
Toronto, Can, 

91 Te, McCullough. 2028 Maple st., Omaha, 

ebr 


Typographical Union, International 5 
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Upholsterers’ International Union 
of North America.. 


Wood Workers’ International Union 
of America, Amalgamated 


Arkansas State Federation of Labor | 


Alabama State Federation of Labor 
Colorado State Federation of Labor.. 
Georgia Federation of Labor..... .... 


Illinois State Federation ofLabor ... 


Indiana State Federation of Labor. . 
Kansas State Federation of Labor. .. 


Maine State Federation of Labor 
‚Massachusetts State Branch 


Minnesota State Federation of Labor 
Michigan Federation of Labor. ...... 
Montana State Federation of Labor. 
Missouri State Federation of Labor... 
New „Jersey State Federation of 
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New York, Workingmen’s Federation 
of the State of 


Nebraska State Federation of Labor 
Ohio State Federation of Labor...... 

Pennsylvania Federation of Labor... 
Porto Rico, Free Federation of Work- 


ingmenao . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Rhode Tsland State Branch 
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..... 2 
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mb] 
Ailianes (Ohio) Central Labor Union. 


Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades... 
Baltimore (Md.) Federation of Labor | 


Beaumont (Tex.) Trades and Labor 


Assembly . .. .. .. . .. . . .. cc ee eee ee 
Berlin ont. ) Trades and Labor Coyn- 


Brooklyn (N.Y.) Central Labor Union 


Brockton (Mass.) Central 
Union 


Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union 


Brainerd (Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 


Chicago (11l.) Federation of Labor.... 
Cleveland (Ohio) Federation of Labor 


Labor 


een 
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28 
21 
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x Henry Ott. 81 Hopkins St., 
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NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


James H. Hatch, 116-147 E. Fifty-third st., 
| New York City. 
ID. D. Muleahy, 101 Magnolia st., Detroit, 
Mich 
Cincinnati, 
hio 
Cc. C. Calvert, care of News-Record, Fort 
Smith, Ark. 
P. J. Doherty, Box 1801, Birmingham, Ala. 
George A. Hally, Box 1408, Denver, Colo. 
Jerome Jones, 406 Austell Building, Atlanta, 
| 
, James B. Connors, 638 E. Forty-first st., 
Chicago, Ill. 
O.P. Smith, 409 North st., Logansport, Ind. 
Thomas P. Menton, care ’of Labor Bureau, 
Topeka, Kans. 
J erry Cronin, Bangor, Me. 
D:D. Driscoll, Box C, Station A, Boston, 
ass. 
has . E. James, 3089 Wabasha st., St. Paul, 
nn. 
Wrath. McKinstry, Box 34, Kalamazoo, 
eh 
M.M. Donoghue, Box 81, Butte, Mont. 
George Manuel, Moberly, Mo. 


Cornelius Ford, 728 Willow ave., Hoboken, 


Thomas McGovern, Congress and Third sts., 
Troy, N. Y. 
616 8. Thirteenth st. 


Louis V. j Guye, 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Ed. McEachern, 1866 E. Sixth st., Cleveland, 

oO. 


A. P, Bower, 111 N. Sixth st., Reading, Pa. 


Santiago Iglesias, box 807, San Juan, P. R. 

Chas: H. Lee, 752 Potters ave., Providence, 

Daniel A. Bruten, 76 South st., Rutland, Vt. 

A. W. Swenson, 118 Lincoln st. So. Spo- 
kane, Wash. 


John F. Hurley, 738 E. Third st., Alton, Ill. 
' George Thompson, care of 106 W. State st., 
Alliance, Ohio. | 
Ethel McClain, care of Box 716, Atlanta, Ga, 
: Edward Hirsch, Franklin Building, Balti- 
| more, Md. 


A.L. Garrett, Box 62, Benumont, Tex. 


Steve Welheuser, 150 King st. E., Berlin Ont 
John P. Coughlin, 135 Adelphi st.. Brooklyn 


| Thos. F. O’Leary, 29 Union st., Brockton, 
ASS. 

‘ John J. Hynes, care of Henry Abrahams, 11 
Appleton st., Boston, Muss. 


Frank Hoffman,General Delivery, Brainerd, 
nn 
| John C. Harding, Room 506, 275 La Salle st., 
Chicago, Ill. 
C. R. Bailey, Arch Hall, Ontario st., Cleve- 
ı  Jand, Ohio. 
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ORGANIZATIONS. 


Cincinnati (Ohio) Central Labor 
Council .. 


Corning (N. Y.) Central Associated | 
Trades Council . oa 


Dayton (Ohlo) United Trades and 
Labor Couneil _.. 


Dubuque (Iowa) Trades and Labor 
Congress 


Du Boils (Iowa) Central Trades and 
Labor Council 


Fargo (N.D.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly ... 


Fort Wayne, (Ind.) 


....... GE: 


tee eee 


Federation of 


Granite City (IN.) Tri-City Central 
Trades Council. 

Hamilton (Ont.) Trades and Labor 
Council 


se eee ee 


Hancock (Mich.) Trades and Labor ' 
Council . 


FE Er Er Er EEE 


Haverhill t{Mass.) Central Labor 
Union ..... on . 
Hartford ıConn.) Central Labor 

Union nn 


Indianapolis tInd.) Central Labor 
Union ©... wen, 

Jamestown (N. Y.) Central Labor 
Counell. 


Joplin (Mo.) Trades Assembly 
Kalanınzoo ı Mich.) Trades and Labor 
Council. 
Lincoln (Neb.) Central Labor Union 
London (Ont.) Trades and Labor 
ounell.. ... .... 
Logansport (Ind.) Trades Assembly 


(P. R.) Labor 


Minneapolis (Minn.) Trades and 
Labor Assembly . ........2...2 220... 


. Y.) Central Feder- 


Central 


Mt. Vernon (N 
ated Union 


Milwaukee ( Wis.) Federated Trades 
Council . 


Montreal Trades and Labor Council 
Newark (N. J.) Essex Trades Council 


New York City. Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and 
Vieinity (20 220 . ... 

New Orleans (La.’) Central Tradesand 
Labor Council 
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DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


Frank L. Rist. 1311 Walnut st.. Cincinnati. 
Ohio. 


W. W. Huggins, 66 W. Third st., Corning. 


Ve e 


Elins Breidenbach, 20 Glencoe ave. Dayton. 
0. 


Simon Miller, 1222 Rhombergave., Dubuque. 
Iowa. 


Samuel Bruce, R. F. D. No. 2, Du Bots, 


Iowa. 


Emanuel Kovaleski, 7 Pleasant st.. Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 


L. D. Redding, 637 E. Jefferson st., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


Wm. L. Johns, Madison, Ill. 


eg Aitchison, Box 333, Hamilton, Ontario. 
n. 


Joseph C. Wareham, 127 Quincy st... Han- 
cock, Mich. 


P. J.. Burke, 28 Locust st., Haverhill. Mass. 


Chas. B. Leonard, 48 Hopkins st., Hartford, 
Conn. 


Hugo Miller, 646 Newton Claypool Build- 
Ing. Indianapolis, Ind. 


Louis E. Ruden, ® McKinley ave., Jumes. 
town, N.Y. 
Cc. W. Fear, 821 W. Fourth st., Joplin, Mo. 


W. H. Stewart, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Wilt M. Maupin, Lincoln, Nebr. 


H. B. Archer, 155 St. James st., London, Ont. 

Geo. W. Burkhart, R. F. D. No. 2, Logans- 
port, Ind. 

Abraham Pena,7 Sol st., Mayaguez, P. R. 


Mrs. Thomas Van Lear, 1712 Nicollet ave.. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


William B. Martin, 72 Adams st., Mt. Ver 
non. N. Y. 


Edmund Melms, 579 Eighth ave. Milwau- 
kee. Wis. 
3” St. Dominique st.. Mon- 


G. R. Brunet. 
treal, Canada. 
Wm. J. Brennan, 26 Washington st.. 


Newnrk, 
Harry De Veaux,8 Union Square, New York 
Mtv, 


John N. 
La. 


Breen, 33 Camp st.. New Orleans. 
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ORGANIZATIONS. | 


gates 
t 





Ogdensburg (N. Y.) Tradesand Labor | 
Council... ....... .. .. eee eee | 


| 
Ottawa (Ont.) Allled Trades and | 
Labor Aspociation ....... ... . .. ...... 


CC eS 


a Zee Beer Zu Be Ze See u Zee Zur Sr er Zur Zu er Be ee  Y 


Pittston (Pa.) Central Labor Union. | 
Providence (R.I.) Central Federated : 
On rn 


Pueblo (Colo.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 


Rock Island (III.) Tri-City Labor 
Congress . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Rochester (N.Y.) Central Trades and 
Labor Couneil................. . . . . . .. 


San Francisco (Ca).) Labor Council . 
Scranton ( Pa.) Central Labor Union, 


St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union .......................... 
St. Paul (Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly . .l.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 


Springfield (Mass.) Central Labor : 
Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


Springfield (Ill.) Federation of Labor | 


Springfield (Ohio) Trades and*Labor 
Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


Toronto (Ont.) District Labor Couneil 


Tampa (Fla.) Trades and Labor As- | 
sembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Warren ( Pa.) Central Labor Union. 


Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Union ... 


Zanesville (Ohio) Central Trades and 
Labor Council... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 


Bookkeepers, Stenographe rs 
Accountants 12646 


City Laborers 11002 ............2....2 2... 
Federal Labor 1164... .................. 
Federal Labor 12791 ... ................ 
Federal Labor 188 . nn | 
Flat Janitors’ Union 13512 .............. 
Grain Workers’ Association 11407..... 


Laborers Protective Union (Women) 


ee SS SS 


De Be BE eS 


and | 


Se Ze ee Be ee 


— Dt reed ped fund pet 





. for each 
delegate. 


vet et 


re 


— und Od pet 


a mm mn — — — 


Qo = mt te 
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David T. Letham, 85 Elizabeth st., Ogdens- 
burg, N. Y. 


P. M. Draper, Drawer 515, Ottawa, Ont. 
W.R. Ferguson, P.O. Box 164, Oneida, N. Y. 


Charles A. Dougherty, 1519 S. Mole st., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 
Chas. R. Oliver, Box 185, Pittston, Pa. 


Lawrence A. Grace, Room 2, Labor Temple, 
Providence, R. I. 


Ed. Anderson, Board of Trade Building, 
Pueblo, Colo. 


P. J. Carlson, 18% Thirty-eighth st., Rock 
Island, 111. 
John 8S. Whalen, 78 Frank st., Rochester, 


John A, Kelley, 1188 Haight st., San Fran- 

cisco, Cal. 

John T. Dempsey, 407 Pauli Building, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 


David Kreyling, 8585 Pine st., St. Louis, 


George B. Howley, 3009 Wabasha st. St. 
Paul, Minn. 


Edmond Raleigh, 307 
Springfield, Mass. 
Robert Byron, Jr.. 

Springfield, I). 


T. J. Creager, Room 10, Johnson Building, 
Springfield, Ohio. 
John W. Bruce, care 61 McGill st., Toronto, 


Ont. 
James A. Roberts, 1512 Eighth ave. Tam- 


pa, Fla. 
L. A. Gardner, 14009 Pennsylvania ave., E. 
Warren, Pa. 


Sam De Nedrey, 425 G st. N. W.., 
ton, D.C. 


Baldwin st., West 
50344 N. Sixth st., 


Washing- 


John A. Voll, 134 Hamline ave., Zanesville, 
Ohio. 


Miss E. C. Morris, 10006 Metropolitan Build- 
ing, New York City. 

Thomas McManus, Worcester, Mass. 

Irwin Howell, 1607 Stone st., Spokane, Wash. 

A. M.Smith, 189 Ford ave., Ogdensburg, N.Y. 

D. W. Roderick, Burnside, Chicago, Ill. 

Fred Mawbray, 5401 Calumet ave., Chicago, 


Th. 
Ernest Bohm, 210 E. Fifth st., New York, 
ty. 


: Justa Iglesias, San Juan, P. R. 


a Somerville, 80 Mansfield st., Montreal, 
sam "Letbowich. 151 CHnton st., New York 


City. 
John R. Dunne, % Frankfort st., New York 


City. 
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No. No. of 
ORGANIZATIONS. ate | forewth NAME AND ADDRESS OF DELEGATES. 


gates| delegato. 


Rock Drillers and Tool! Sharpeners 
11808 


ee 1 4 Thomas J. Curtis, 150 E. 18th st.. New York 
ity. 
Stenographers and Typists’ Associa- 
tion 11755.. ren 1 Miss Olive Sullivan, 5830 E. Forty-second 


Place, Chicago. Ill. 

A. H. Gill, 61 Hampden st., Bolton. London 
England. 

J. R. Clynes, 174 Union st., Oldham, London. 
England. 

F. Bancroft, 18 Sinclair ave., Toronto, Ont. 


Miss Annie Fitzgerald, 3300 W. Adams st.. 
Chicngo, Ill. 


British Trade Union Congress 


Canadian Trades and Labor Congress | 1 
Women’s International Union Tabel 
League . . . . . . . . . . . . . on 1 


2) 
—_—_—— 
ft eee ee 














National Women's Trade Union 
League of America... .._ .... 11 1} Mrs. Raymond Robins, Room 5083, 275 La 
Salle st., Chicago, Ill. 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ of Amerlica..... .. .......... 1 l| Rev. Charles Stelzle, 156 Fifth ave. Rooms 
1007, New York City. 
Farmers’ Educational and Co-opera- 
tive Union of America .......... 1 1 | John Grady, Gilbertsville, Ky. 
Number | Numpber | Number 
of ORGANIZATIONS. of of 
Unions. Delegates. | Votes. 


i 





87 : National and International...................00 . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wz 14,383 
3 | State. eee cece. = Bw 
6B Central. 2 . . . .. Q. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ht | 3s 
13 Trade and Federal Labor Unions. ... 13 3 
6 Fraternal Organizations . ...:.. con 6 3 


192 | Ä 312 | 14.197 
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To British Trades Union Congress. 





Samuel Gompers. 
1805 | P. J..McGuire. 
1806 J. W. Sullivan. 
Adolph Strusser. 
1997 } Martin Fox. 
Geo. E. McNeil. 
1896 | James Duncan. 
’ Harry Lloyd. 
1899 } James O'Connell. 
Thomas F. Tracy. 
1900 } J. M. Hunter. 
‘Sidney J. Kent. 
1901 ( Daniel J. Keefe. 
'Kugene F. O’Rourke. 
1902 ! Patrick Dolan. 
Henry Blackmore. 
1903 } Max S. Hayes. 
Martin Lawlor. 
\W.D. Ryan. 
1904) 1. D. Driscoll. 
1905 } John A. Momitt. 
James Wood. 
1906 | Frank K. Foster. 
James Wilson. 
1907 John T. Dempsey. 
W.E. Klapetzky. 
1908 } Andrew Furuseth. 
ems J wo reamer. 
ohn P. Frey. 
1909 (B. A. Larger. 
1910 ) W. B. Wilson. 
(T. V.O’Connor. 


To Canadian Tradesand Labor Congress. 


1888 Thomas I. Kidd. 
189 James H. Sullivan. 
1900 W. D. Mahon. 

1901 John R. O’Brien. 
1902 D. D. Driscoll. 

1908 John Coleman. 

1904 John H. Richards. 
190 Frank Feeney. 

1906 Thomas A. Rickert. 
1907 Robert S. Maloney. 
1008 Hugh Frayne. 

19009 Jerome Jones. 

1910 John J. Manning. 


List of Fraternal Delegates. 





From British Trades Union Congress. 





John Burns. 
1804 } David Holmes. 
1806 Kdward Cowey. 
James Mawdsley. 
1998 | Sam Woods. 
(John Mallinson. 
1897 } Edward Harford. 
!J. Havelock Wilson. 
1998 | William Inskip. 
) William Thorne. 
1809 | James Haslam. 
t Alexander Wilkie. 
1900 3 John Weir. 
( Pete Curran. 
1901 § Frank Chandler. 
| Ben Tillett. 
. Arrandale. 
1902 E. Edwards. 
1903 William Mullin. 
James O'Grady. 
1904 William Abraham. 
James Wignall. 
1905 William Mosses. 
David Gilmour. 
en Gee. 
1906 } J. N. Bell. 
1907 David J. Shackleton. 
' John Hodge. 
1908 John Wadsworth. 
eee 
1909 | J. R.Clynes. 


From Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 


1898 David A.Carey. 
1899 David A. Carey. 
1900 David A. Carey. 
190] P. M. Draper. 

1902 John H. Kennedy. 
1908 James Simpson. 
1904 John A. Flett. 
1905 William V. Todd. 
1906 Samuel L. Landers. 
1907 W. R. Trotter. 
1908 P. M. Draper. 

19009 F. Bancroft. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1910 





PREAMBLE. 


Wuereas, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all 
countries, a struggle between the capi- 
talist and the laborer, which grows in 
intensity from year to year, and will 
work disastrous results to the tolling 
millions {f they are not combined for 
mutual protection and benefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representa- 
tives of the Trade and Labor Unions of 
America, in Convention assembled, to 
adopt such measures and disseminate such 
rinciples among the mechanics and 
aborers of our country as will perma- 
nently unite them to secure the recogni- 
tion of rights to which they are justly 
entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in 
favor of the formation of a thorough 
Federation, embracing every Trade and 
Labor Organization in America, organized 
under the Trade Union system. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE IL.—NAME. 


This Association shall be known as 
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, and 
shall consist of such Trade and Labor 
Unions as shall conform to tts rules and 
regulations. 


ARTICLE II.—Ossgcrs. 


Section 1. The object of this Federa- 
tion shall be the encouragement and 
formation of local Trade and Labor 
Unions, and the closer federation of such 
societies through the organization of 
Central Trade and Labor Unions in every 
city, and the further combination of such 
bodies into State, Territorial, or Provin- 
cial organizations to secure legislation in 
the Interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National 
and International Trade Unitons, based 
upon a strict recognition of the autonomy 
of each trade, and the promotion and ad- 
vancement of such bodies. 

Sec. 3. The establishment of Depart- 
ments composed of National or Interna- 
tional Unions, aMliated with the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor. of the same 


industry and which Departments shall be 
governed in conformity with the Laws of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. An American Federation of aN 
National and International Trade Unions, 
to ald and assist each other; to aid and 
encourage the sale of union-label goods, 
and to secure legislation in the Interest 
of the working people, influence 
public opinion, by peaceful and legal 
methods, in favor of organized labor. 

Sec. 5. To ald and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ARTICLE ITII.—Convenrtion. 


SECTION 1. The Convention of the Fed- 
eration shall meet annually at 10 a m., 
on the second Monday in November, at 
such place as the delegates have selected 
at the preceding Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Conven- 
tion the President shall take the chair 
and call the Convention to order, and 
preside during its sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, con- 
sisting of fifteen members each, shall be 
appointed by the President: First, Rules 
and Order of Business; second, Report of 
the President; third, Report of the Secre- 
tary; fourth, Report of the Treasurer; 
fifth, Resolutions: sixth, Laws; seventh, 
Organization; eighth, Labels; ninth, Ad- 
ustment; tenth, Local or Federated 

odies; eleventh, Education; twelfth, 
State Organization; thirteenth, Boycotts: 
fourteenth, Bullding Trades (to which 
shall be referred I grievances that in- 
volve only building trades, and all other 


matters pertaining exclusively to the 
building trades). 
SEC. 4. The President shall direct the 


chief executive officers of three National 
or International Unions, at least ten days 
previous to the holding of the Annual 
Convention, to appoint one delegate each 
from their respective delegations-elect. 
who shall compose an Auditing Com- 
mittee. The committee shall meet at 
such place as the President of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor may direct. 
and at such time prior to the Convention 
as the President may determine is neces- 
sary for the proper performance of their 
duty; and they shall audit the accounts 
of the Federation for the preceding twelve 
months, and report upon credentials im- 
mediately upon the opening of the Con- 
vention. The expense of sald committee 
shall be paid out of the funds of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 5. Resolutions of any character or 


(xiv) 
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propositions for changes in this Constt- 
tution can not be introduced In the Con- 
vention after the fourth day’s session, 
except by unanimous consent. 

Sec. 6. The Convention shall have 
power to order an executive session at 
any time. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a 
bona fide Trade Union shall be permitted 
to address the Convention or read papers 
therein, except by a two-thirds vote of 
the Convention. 

Sec. 8. Party politics, whether they be 
Democratic, Republican, Socialistic, Popu- 
istic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have 
no place in the Conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business 
governing the preceding Convention shall 
be in force from the opening, of any Con- 
vention of the American ederation of 
Labor until new rules have been adopted 
by action of the Convention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of not less than 
one-fourth of the delegates attending a 
Convention. 

Sec. 11. No grievance shall be consid- 
ered by any Convention that has been de- 
cided by a previous Convention, except 
upon the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Council, nor shall any grievance be 
considered where the parties thereto have 
not previously held a conference and at- 
tempted to adjust the same themselves. 


ARTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 


SEcTION 1. The basis of representation 
in the Convention shall be: From Na- 
tional and International Unions, for less 
than four thousand members, one dele- 
gate: four thousand or more, two dele- 
ates; eight thousand or more, three 
elegates ; sixteen thousand or more, four 


delegates: thirty-two thousand or more, 
five delegates, and so on. From Central 
Bodies, State Federations, Federal Labor 


Unions, and Local Unions having no Na- 
tional or International Union, one dele- 
gate; provided, however, that Local 
Unions and Federal Labor Unions herein 
referred to located in one city shall have 
the right to unite in sending a delegate 
to represent them unitedly. Only bona 
fide wage workers who are not members 
of, or eligible to membership in, other 
Trade Unions, shall be eligible as dele- 
gates from Federal Labor Unions. 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected 
at least two weeks previous to the An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and the names of such dele- 
gates shall be forwarded to the Secretary 
of this body immediately after their 
election. 

Sec. 3. Questions may be decided by 
division or a show of hands, but if a call 
of the roll is demanded by one-tenth of 
the delegates present each delegate shall 
cast one vote for every one hundred mem- 
bers or major fraction thereof he repre- 
sents, but no City or State Federation 
shall be allowed more than one vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for 
use of the Convention printed poll lists, 
containing the number of votes the dele- 
gates from National and International 
Unions are entitled to, based upon the 
average membership during the year, 


from reports made to the office of the 
Federation not later than September 30 
preceding the Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization or person that 
has seceded, or has been suspended, or 
expelled, by the American Federation of 
Labor, or by any National or Interna- 
tional organization connected with the 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
altv, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this Federation, or in any Cen- 
tral Body or National or International 
Union connected with the Amerlcan Fed- 
eration of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be en- 
titled to representation unless such 
organization has applied for and obtained 
a certificate of liation at least one 
month prior to the Convention, and no 
person shall be recognized as a delegate 
who is not a member in good standing 
of the- organization he is elected to 
represent. 


ARTICLE V.—OFFfICERS. 


SECTION 1. The officers of the Federa- 
tion shall consist of a President, eight 
Vice Presidents, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer. to be elected by the Conven- 
tion on the last day of the session, and 
these officers shall be the Executive 
Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary 
shall be members of the succeeding Con- 
vention in case they are not delegates, 
but without vote. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be 
members of a local organization connected 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec, 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall ex- 
pire on the first day of January suc- 
ceeding the Convention. . 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary 
shall engage suitable offices in the same 
building at Washington, D. C., for the 
transaction of the business of the 
organization. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall at all times be open to the in- 
spection of the President and Executive 
Council. 


ARTICLE VI.—DvuTIESs oF PRESIDENT. 


SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of- the 
President to preside at the Annual Con- 
vention; to exercise supervision of the 
Federation throughout its jurisdiction: to 
sign all official documents, and to travel, 
with the consent of the Executive Council, 
whenever required, in the interest of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to 
the Secretary. at the end of each month, 
an itemized account of all moneys, travel- 
ing and incidental, exnended by him in 
the interest of the Federation: and shall 
report his acts and doings to the Annual 
Convention of the Federation. 

SEc. 3. The President, if not a delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a 
tie, but shall not vote at other times. 
He shall be required to devote all his 
time to the interest of the Federation. 

Src. 4. The President shall call meet- 
ings of the Executive Council, when 
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necessary, and shall preside over their 
deliberations, and 8 receive for 
services such sum as the Annual Con- 
vention may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the 
office of President by death, resigna- 
tion. or other cause, the Secretary shall 
perform the duties of the President until 
his successor is elected. In that event It 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
issue, within six days from the date of 
vacancy, a call for a meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council at headquarters for the 
rurpose of electing a President to fill 
said vacancy. 


ARTICLE VII.—Dvurtrres or SECRETARY. 


Section 1. The duties of the Secretary 
shall be to take charge of all books, 
papers, and effects of the general office: 
to conduct e correspondence pertaining 
to his office: to furnish the elective 
officers with the necessary stationery; to 
convene and act as Secretary at the An- 
nual Convention, and to furnish to the 
Committee on Credentials at the Con- 
vention a statement of the financial stand- 
ing of each affiliated body; to forward on 
March Ist and September Ist of each 
year to the secretaries of all affiliated 
organizations a list of the names and 
addresses of secretaries and organizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all 
letters, documents, accounts, etc., in such 
manner as the Annual Convention may 
direct: he shall receive and collect all 
moneys due the Federation, and pay them 
to the Treasurer, taking his receipt there- 
for: provided, that he may retain In his 
hands a sum not exceeding $2,000 for 
current expenses. which money shall be 
patd out only on the approval of the 
President. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall submit to 
the Auditing Committee, for their ins - 
tion, vonchers for all monevs expended; 
close a!l acounts of the Federation on 
September 30 of each year, and all moneys 
rercived or disbursed after such date shall 
not be reported in the general balance 
account of the ensuing Convention. He 
shall publish a financial report monthly 
in tte “American Federationist.” and send 
one copy to each affillated body, and such 
arlaftivna]l number of copies as may be 
ordered and paid for bv anv organization 
connected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond 
of 32.9000 for the faithful performance of 
his cuties, and for his services he shall 
receive such stim as the Annual Conven- 
tien mav determine, pavable weekly. 

Spec, 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps 
to Leeal ard Federal Labor Unions, which 
atl] he used by such unions with which 
to receipt for members’ dues. 

Ser 6. It shall be the dutv of each In- 
terr tional. National, Local Trade and 
RE, ‚or 1 Labor Union affiliated with the 
Arırccan Federation of Tibor to furnish 
ta tie Secretary of the Amerfein Federa- 
then oof Taber a copv of ail official reports 
Iiseyed hy euch affillated organizations, 
ont dese re a statement of thelr member- 
„in irn good standing, and to furnish 
ech +7 PUtienal statistieal data as may 
had for bv the Secretary of the 


Ameri ini Federation of DLvbor as may 
be in the poswmscsion of the respective 
ur ons 


ARTICLE VIII.—DvutTires or TEBASsTER 


SECTION I. The Treasurer shall receive 
an ake charge of all mone propery, 
and securities of the Federation delivered 
to him by the Secretary or other officer 
of the erican Federation of Labor 
All funds of the American Federation of 
Labor, exceeding fifteen thousand dollars 
shall be deposited by the Treasurer & 
bank, or banks, on interest bearing cer- 
tificates of deposit in the name of th 
American Federation of Labor, and in 
order to be cashed shall require the sig- 
natures of the Treasurer, the President 
and Secretary of the Federation. Th 
Treasurer shall collect the interest on all 
such certificates or other deposit at the 
expiration of each six months, and pay 
the same over to the Secretary. The 
Treasurer shall deposit in open account 
in bank, or banks, in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor as Treas- 
urer. all amounts in his possession not 
on certificates of deposit, and before anv 
money thus deposited can be drawn. each 
check shall be signed by him as Treas 
urer. A copy of this section shall bb 
forwarded by the President of the Feder- 
ation to each bank upon which the Feder- 
ation holds certificates of deposit. 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer shall pay. 
through the Secretary, all warrants regu- 
larlv drawn on him, signed by the Presi- 
dent and countersigned by the Secretary. 
as required by this Constitution and none 
others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to 
the Annual Convention a complete state 
ment of all receipts and disbursement: 
during his term of office, and at the ex- 
niration of his term of office he shall de- 
liver up to his successor all moneys 
securities, books, and papers of the Fed- 
eration under his control: and for the 
faithful performance of his duties he shall 
give a bond In such aum as the Executive 
Council may determine. The annual 
salary of the Treasurer shall be $500. 


ARTICLE YX.—ExegcoutTrve Councm 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legtalative 
measures directly affecting the interests 
of working people, and to initiate, when- 
ever necessary. such legislative action as 
the Convention may direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to o ze new 
National or International Trade or Labor 
Unions. and to organize Local Trade and 
Labor Unions. and connect them with the 
Federation until such time as there is a 
sufficient number to form a National or 
International Union, when it shall be the 
dutv of the President of the Federation 
to see that such organization is formed 

Sec. 3. When a National or Interna- 
tional Union has been formed the Pres- 
dent shall notifv all Local Unions of that 
trade to affiliate with such National or 
International Union. and unless said noti- 
fication be complied with within three 
months their charters shall be revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall 
also prepare and present to the Conven- 
tion. in printed form, a concise statement 
of the details leading up to approved and 
pending boycotts (and all matters of in- 
terest to the Convention). and no Indorse- 


ment for a boycott shall be considered 
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by the Convention except it has been so 
reported by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we recognize the right 
of each trade to manage its own affairs, 
it shall be the duty of the Executive 
Council to secure the unification of all 
labor organizations, so far as to assist 
each other in any trade dispute. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the revenue of the 
Federation shall warrant such action, the 
Executive Council shall authorize the 
sending out of Trade Union speakers from 

lace to place in the interests of the 

ederation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of 
time by members of the Executive Coun- 
cil, organizers, or speakers engaged by 
them, shall be $5.00 per day, hotel ex- 
pense and actual railroad fare. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall 
have power to make rules to vern 
matters not in conflict with this Consti- 
tution, or the constitution of affillated 
unions, and shall report accordingly to 
the Federation. ° 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of 
‘any member of the Executive Council, 
other than that of the President, by rea- 
son of death, resignation, or other cause, 
the President shall make such vacancy 
known to the Executive Council, and shall 
call for nominations. The names of all 
nominees shall be submitted to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and it shall require a 
majority vote of the Executive Council 
to elect. Upon each unsuccessful ballot- 
ing the name of the candidate receiving 
the lowest number of votes shall be 
-dropped. 

Sec. 10. All Local Trade Untons and 
Federal Labor Unions holding charters 
direct from the American Federation of 


Labor desiring the assistance of the. 


American Federation of Labor in trade 
disputes, shall submit to the President of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
approval by the Executive Council, the 
full statement of the grievance, and shall 
receive within twenty (20) days from 
the President an answer as to whether 
they will be sustained or not, and no 
benefits shall be paid where a strike takes 
place before the I.ocal Union has received 
the approval of the Executive Council. 
Sec. 11. No charter shall be granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to any 
National, International, Trade, or Federal 
Labor Union without a positive and clear 
definition of the trade jurisdiction claimed 
by the applicant, and the charter shall 
not be granted if the jurisdiction claimed 
is a trespass on the jurisdiction of exist- 
ing affilated unions, without the written 
consent of such unions; no affillated 
International, National, or Local Union 
shall be permitted to change Its title or 
name, if any trespass Is made thereby 
on the jurisdiction of an affillated organi- 
zation, without having first obtained the 
consent and approval of a Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 
and it is further provided, that should 
any of the members of such National, 
International, Trade, or Federal Labor 
Union, work at any other vocation, trade, 
or profession, they shall join the union 
of such vocation, trade, or profession. 
provided such are organized and afflllated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
Sec. 12. The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall only 
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have power to revoke the charter of an 
affiliated National or International Union 
when the revocation has been ordered by 
a two-thirds majority of a regular Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, by a roll-call vote. 


ARTICLE X.—RBEVENUB, 


SECTION 1. The revenue of the Federa- 
tion shall be derived from a per capita 
tax to be paid upon the full paid-up mem- 
bership of all affiliated bodies, as follows: 
From International or National Trade’ 
Unions, a per capita tax of one-half of 
one cent per member per month; from 
Local Trade Unions and Federal Labor 
Unions, ten cents per month, five cents 
of which must be set aside to be used 
only in case of strike or lockout; Local 
Unions, the majority of whose members 
are less than eighteen (18) years of age, 
two cents per member per month; from 
Central and State bodies, $10 per year, 
payable quarterly. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled 
to a seat in the Annual Convention unless 
the tax of their organization, as pro- 
vided for in Section 1 of this Article, has 
been paid in full to September 30 pre- 
ceding the Convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affillated with 
this Federation not paying its per capita 
tax on or before the 15th of each month 
shall be notified of the fact by the Secre- 
tary of the Federation, and if at the end 
of three months it is still in arrears it 
shall become suspended from member- 
ship by the Federation, and can be re- 
instated only by a vote of the Convention 
when such arrearages are paid in full, as 
provided in Section 2 of this Article. 


ARTICLE XI.—LocaL CENTRAL BODIES. 


SECTION 1. No Central Labor Union, or 
any other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain in their councils dele- 
gates from any local organization that 
owes its allegiance to any other body, 
National or International, hostile to any 
afflliated organization, or that has been 
suspended or expelled by, or not con- 
nected with, a National or International 
organization of their trade herein 
affillated, under penalty of having their 


charter revoked for violation of their 
charter, subject to appeal to the next 
Convention. 


Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all Na- 
tional and International Unions affillated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
to instruct their Local Unions to join 
chartered Central Labor Bodies, Depart- 
ments, and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar in- 
structions shall be given by the American 
Federation of Labor to all Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions under its juris- 
diction. 

Sec. 3. Where there are one or more 
Local Unions in any city belonging to 
any National or International Union af- 
fillated with this Federation, they may 
organize a Trades Assembly or Central 
Labor Union, or shall join such body, if 
already in existence. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Lo- 
cal Central Labor Unions shall use all 
possible means to organize and connect 
as Local Unions to National or Inter- 
national Unions the organizations in their 
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vicinity; to aid the formation of Na- 
tiqnal or International Unions where 


none exist, and to organize Federal Labor 
Unions where the number of craftsmen 
precludes any other form of organization. 

Sec. 6. No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
the authority or power to order any or- 

nization, affillated with such Central 

bor Unton, or other central labor 
body, on strike, where such organization 

a national organization, until the 

roper authorities of such National or 
nternational organization have been con- 
sulted and agreed to such action. 

Sec. 6. Separate charters may be issued 
to Central bor Unions, Local Unions, 
or Federal Labor Unlons, composed ex- 
clusively of colored members, where, in 
the judgment of the Executive Council. it 
appears advisable and to the best interest 
of the Trade Union movement to do so. 

. 7% No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
authority or power to originate a boycott. 
nor shall such bodies indorse and order 
the placing of the name of any person. 
firm, or corporation on an unfair list untll 
the Local nion desiring the same has. 
before declaring the boycott. submitted 
the matter in dispute to the Central Body 
for investigation, and the best endeavors 
on its part to effect an amicable settle- 
ment. lolation of this section shall for- 
felt charter. 

Sec. 8. No Central Body, or Depart- 
ment, affillated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall reject credentials 
presented by a duly elected or appointed 
delegation of a Local Union, chartered 
by a National or an International Union 
having affillation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: provided, however, that 
upon written charges signed by at least 
three delegates, any delegate of an 
affiliated Union may, upon conviction, 
after a fair trial, be expelled or sus- 
pended. Action of the Central Body, 
under this section, shall be subject to 
appeal to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and no 
delegation representing Local Unions 
affiliated, as herein described, shall he 
suspended or expelled until like action Is 

en. 

Sec. 9. No Central Body shall take part 
in the adjustment of wage contracts. wage 
disputes or working rules of Local Unions, 
afliated with a National or International 
Union, unless the laws of the Natlonal or 
International Union permit, except upon 
the request or consent of the executive 
officer of the National or Internationa) 
Unton affected. 

Ser. 10. Local Unions of National or 
International Unions affillated with the 
Departments attached to the American 
Federation of Labor, in any city where a 
Local Department exists, shall not be 
eligible to membership in any Local De- 
partment unless they are connected with 
the chartered Central Body, nor shall they 
be eligible to membership in the Central 
Body unless they are afflliated with the 
Local Department. 


ARTICLE XII.—AssussMENT IN DEFENSE 
oF NATIONAL AND INTBRNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Ssctrion 1. The Executive Council shall 
have power to declare a levy of one cent 
per member per week on all affiliated 
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unions for a period not exceeding ten 
weeks in any one year, to assist in the 
support of an affillated National or Inter- 
national Union engaged in a protracted 
strike or lockout. . 

Sec. 2. Any Union. International, Na- 
tional, or Local, failing to pay within 
sixty days the levies declared in accord- 
ance with Section 1, shall be deprived of 
representation in Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and in City 
Central Bodies, affillated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


ARTICLE XIIL—Derense FUND For Lo- 
CAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 


Section 1. The money of the defense 
fund shall be drawn only to sustain 
strikes or lockouts of Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, when such strikes 
or lockouts are authorized, indorsed, and 
conducted tn conformity with the follow- 
Ing, provisions of this Article: 

Sec. 2. In the event of a disagreement 
between a Local Union and an employer 
which, In the opinion of the Local Union 
may result in a strike, such Union shall 
notify the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, who shall investi- 
gate, or cause an investigation to be 
made, of the disagreement, and endeavor 
to adjust the difficulty. If his efforts 
should prove futile, he shall take such 
steps as he may deem necessary in noti- 
fying the Executive Council, and if the 
majority of said Council shall decide that 
a strike Is necessary, such Union shall 
be authorized to order a strike, but that 
under no circumstances shall a strike or 
lockout be deemed legal, or moneys ex- 
pended from the defense fund on that ac- 
count, unless the strike or lockout shall 
have been first authorized and approved 
by the President and Executive Council. 

Sec. 3. When a strike has been author- 
ized and approved by the President and 
Executive Council, the president of the 
Local Union intereste shall, within 
twenty-four hours, call a meeting of said 
Union, “of which every member shall be 
regularly notified,’”’ to take action thereon, 
and no member shall vote on such ques- 
tion unless he Is In good standing. Should 
three-fourths of the members present de- 
cide. by secret ballot. on a strike, the 
president of the Local Unton shall im- 
mediately notify the President of the 
American Federation of Labor of the 
cause of the matter in dispute; what the 
wares, hours. and conditions of labor 
then are: what advances, if any, are 
sought: what reductions are offered, if 
any; state the number employed and un- 


employed; the state of trade nerally 
in the locality, and the number o reons 
involved, union and non-union. Also the 


number of members who would become 
entitled to the benefits herein provided 
should the application be authorized and 
approved. 

Sec. 4. No TI.ocal shall be entitled to 
benefit from the defense fund unless it 
has been in continuous good standing for 
one year; and no member shall be en- 
titled to benefit from sald defense fund 
unless he has been a member in 
standing in the American Federation of 
Labor for at least one year. 

Sec. 6. When a strike has been inaugu- 
rated under the provisions of Sections 2 
and 8, the American Federation of Labor 
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shall pay to the bonded officer of the 
Union involved, or his order, for a period 
of six weeks, an amount equal to four 
($4) dollars Ber week for each member. 
Each Local Union shall require Its treas- 
urer to give proper bond for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of all funds of 
the Local. No benefit shall be paid for 
the first two weeks of the srike. The 
Executive Council shall have the power to 
authorize the payment of strike benefits 
for an addition period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a Local Union 
on strike shall be entitled to weekly bene- 
fits unless he- reports dally to the Proper 
officer of the Local Union while the 
strike continues, and no member who shall 
receive a week's work, three days to be 
a week, shall receive benefits. Any mem- 
ber refusing other work while on strike 
(providing said work is not in conflict 
with labor’s interests) shall not be en- 
titled to any benefits. 

Sec. 7. Any Union inaugurating a 
strike without the approval of the Ex- 
ecutive Council shall not receive benefits 
on account of said strike. 

. 8 In case of lockout the Execu- 
tive Council shall have power to pay bene- 
fits if, upon investigation, it is found that 
the Local Union whose members are in- 
volved did not by their action or demands 
provoke the lockout by their employer. 

Sec. 9. During the continuance of a 
strike, the executive board of the Local 
Union shall make weekly reports to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor, showing the amount of money dis- 
tributed for benefits, and to whom pald, 
furnishing individual receipts to the Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of 
Labor from all members to whom such 
benefits have been paid, and all other 
facts .that may be required. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be de- 
clared off, a special meeting of the Union 
shall be called for that purpose, and it 
shall require a majority vote of all mem- 
bers present to decide the question either 
way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the defense 
fund becoming dangerously low through 
protracted strike or lockout, the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor shall have the power to levy an 
assessment of ten cents on each member 
of Local Trade and Federal Labor Untons, 
assessments to be restricted to not more 
than five per year; and, further, that 
there shall always be a surplus of five 
thousand ($5,000) dollars in the defense 


und. 

Sec. 12. That no Local shall be en- 
titled to any of the benefits of the de- 
fense fund unless it requires its members 
to pay not less than fifty (50) cents per 
month. 

Sec. 13. That the Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions set aside for the main- 
tenance of a local defense fund not less 
than five cents a month from each 
member. ° 


ARTICLE XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


SECTION 1. Certificates of affiliation 
shall be granted by the President of the 
Federation, by and with the consent of 
the Executive Council, to all National 
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and International Unions and local bodies 
affiliated with this Federation. 

. 2. Seven wage-workers of 
character, following any trade or calling, 
who are favorable to Trade Unions, whose 
trade or calling is not organized, and are 
not members of any body affiliated with 
this Federation, who will subscribe to this 
Constitution, shall have the power to 
form a local body to be known as a 
“Federal Labor Union,” and they shall 
hold regular meetings for the purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the Trade 
Union movement, and shall have power 
to make their own rules in conformity 
with this Constitution, and shall be 

nted a local certificate by the Presi- 
ent of this Federation; provided, the re- 
quest for a certificate be indorsed by the 
nearest Local or National Trade Union 
Officials connected with this Federation, 
but not more than three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. 
The President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall have authority to 
appoint any person who is a member of 
any affiliated union to audit the accounts 
of such Federal Labor or Local Trade 
Unions as the President of the American 
Federation of Labor may direct and re- 
port the result thereof to the President 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
The books and accounts of each Federal 
Labor and Local Trade Union shall be 
at all times open to the inspection of 
auditors a inted under this section. 

Src. 3. e certificate fee for affillated 
bodies shall be five ($5) dollars, payable 
to the Secretary of the Federation, and 
the fee shall accompany the application. 

Sec. 4. The American Federation of 
Labor shall refer all applications for cer- 
tificates of affillation from Local Unions 
or Federal Labor Unions from a vicinity 
where a chartered Central Labor Union 
exists to that body for investigation and 
approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall 
not be granted by State Federations of 
Labor. That power is vested solely in 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor and the executive 
officers of National and International 
Unions affiliated therewith. 

Sec. 6. Fraternal delegates attending 
the Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall be entitled to all the 
rights of delegates from Central Bodies. 


ood 


ARTICLE XV.-GENERAL RULES GOVERN- 
ING DEPARTMENTS OF THE AMERIOAN 
FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


SECTION 1. For the greater development 
of the labor movement, such departments 
subordinate to the A. F. of L are to be 
established from time to time as in the 
judgment of the A. F. of L. or of its 
Executive Council, may be deemed ad- 
visable. Each department is to manage 
and finance its own business. 

Sec. 2. To be entitled to representation 
in any department, organizations eligible 
to join must first be, and remain in 
affliation to the A. F. of L., and to be 
entitled to representation in local councils 
oT departments, local bodies shall first 
be and remain in affiliation to central 
labor unions chartered by the A. F. of L. 

Sec. 3. The fundamental laws of each 
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department are to conform to, and be 
administered in the same manner as, the 
laws governing the A. F. of L. No de- 
partment or local council of same shall 
enact laws, rules or re tions in con- 
fiict with laws of the F. of L, and 
in the event of change of laws of the 
latter, departments and local councils are 
to change their laws to conform thereto. 
. 4. Each department to be con- 
sidered the official method of the A. F. of 
for transacting that portion of its 
business. 

Sec. 6. All departments of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor shall have their 
headquarters located in the City of Wash- 
ington, D. C., and, if possible, in the same 
building with the Federation Head- 
quarters. 

Sec. 6. All departments of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor shall hold their 
conventions, whether annually or less 
often, during or immediately before or 
after the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, and in the same 
city where the conventions of the Fed- 
eration are held. 

Sec. 7. The officers of each department 
shall report to the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor what 
if any, has been taken by the 
Department, elther through its xecu- 
tive Council or through conventions upon 
any and all matters that have been re- 


ferred to the Department by the Feder- 
a on. 

Sec. 8. The officers of the various de- 
partments shall submit a quarterly re- 
port to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor of the 
work done by their department, and its 
general conditions. 

Sec. 9. At all regular meetin of the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, there shall be present 
during some period of the Council meet- 
ing either the President or Secretary, 
or both, of each department, to take up 
with the Council matters that may be 
of mutual interest. 

Sec. 10. A page of each issue of the 
“American Federationist'’ to be available 
to, and to be used by each department 
for official report or for publication 
of some subject identified with the 
Department. 

Ec 11. National and International 
Unions affiliated with the A. F. of L. shall 
also become affiliated with any depart- 
ment in which they may be eligible. This 
section does not apply to the Union Label 
Trades Department. 


ARTICLE XVI.—AMENDMENTS. 


This Constitution can be amended or 
altered only at a regular session of the 
Convention, and to do so it shall require 
a two-thirds vote. 
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First Day—Monday Morning Session 


Massey Music Hall, Toronto, Canada, 
November 8, 1909. 


Pursuant to law, the regular meeting 
of the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention 


of the American Federation of Labor 
was called to order by President Gom- 
pers at 10 o’clock a.m., in Massey Music 


Hall, Toronto, Canada, by President 
Samuel, Gompers. 

President Gompers—On behalf of the 
city government of Toronto, His Wor- 
ship, Mayor Oliver, will address the 
convention. I have great pleasure in 
presenting to you His Worship, Mayor 
Oliver. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

It was prior to the advent of the 
white man on the northern half of this 
Continent that Toronto earned the so- 
briquet “Convention City.” Indeed the 
assertion is made that the name “To- 


ronto” is a corruption of the Indian 
word “Taranta,” signifying “place of 
meeting.” Legend tells us it was here, 


on the northern shore of Lake Ontario, 
that the children of the forest fore- 
gathered. It was here they held their 
Great Council. It was here they met to 
Plan raids, to take the war path, or 


perhance to smoke the calumet of peace. 
The red man has long since given Place 
to his white brother. The wigwam has 
vanished and in its stead stands the 
monumental brick and granite of a 
mighty metropolis. Out of the wilder- 
ness of those times has arisen this 
beautiful city, the home of a loyal, pro- 
gressive and God-fearing people. Nor 
have the years that have passed In the 
evolution of an Indian village bedim- 
med the lustre of our city’s fair fame as 
a place of meeting. It has grown 
brighter and brighter with the gradual 
development until Toronto stands to- 
day, in fact as in name, the premier 
Convention City of Canada. 

We are from time to time favored 
with the presence of delegates to Con- 
ventions from the United States, whose 
aims and objects are perhaps as diversi- 
fied as it is possible to conceive. It is 
our invariable custom to welcome them 
with open arms and to do our utmost 
to contribute to the pleasure and in- 
terest of their visit. But it is seldom 
indeed that any city is honored with a 
Convention in whose proceedings the 
great mass of the people—those we are 
pleased to term “the working classes"’— 
are so intimately concerned. Never be- 
fore in the history of our city have we 
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been favored with the presence of a 
delegation representing so vast an army 
of workers. It is a source of gratifica- 
tion to us that on this occasion we not 
only welcome our fellow-citizens from 
every part of this broad Dominion and 
our kinsmen from the neighboring Re- 
public, but also two honored represen- 
tatives from the Motherland beyond the 
sea. <As the representative of five mil- 
lions of English-speaking people, it is 
with more than ordinary pleasure that I 
bid you welcome to Toronto. It is with 
more than ordinary warmth I greet 
you. 

The American Federation of Labor, as 
I understand it, is an open organization 
whose purpose is to maintain the rights 
and advance the cause of the wage- 
worker—a commendable purpose surely. 
And when the present status of the 
wage-earner is compared with that of 
the past, the necessity for the exist- 
ence of such an organization is evi- 
dent. A hundred years since and the 
position of the wage earner was little 
better than deplorable Evil as was his 
social condition, his industrial plight 
was even worse A little earlier, a cen- 
tury and a half ago, and we find no less 
a personage than the distinguished 
Samuel Johnson protesting against the 
ralsing of wages as wrong in principle. 
“ Raising the wages of day laborers Is 
wrong,” sald he, “for it does not make 
them live better, but only makes them 
idler.”’ I cannot belleve the great lexi- 
cographer’s view to be just. even as ap- 
plied to the laborer of that time, and it 
would certainly be most cruel and un- 
just if pronounced to-day. I am happy 
to say that his is not the prevailing 
opinion of the present age. 

When one considers the gigantic 
strides that have been made since John- 
son's time toward the wage-earner’s 
industrial and social amelloration—due 
fn some measure to a higher plane of 
civilization, but primarily to organiza- 
tions such as yours—one cannot but feel 
great admiration for those who have 
contributed so largely to the toiler’s 
present day status. Thanks to them, 
and, as I have said, to an an advanced 
civilization, the poorest laborer of to- 
day ia enabled to live a life of luxury 
and affulence in comparison with his 
prototype of that age. 

But the struggle of the wage-worker 
for that meed of recognition which is 


his has proved a never-ending task. It 
has continued for centuries, and must 
still continue. His condition is steadily 
improving, but the end is not yet. He 
must fight on. Let his leaders find com- 
fort and consolation in the fact that 
the odds against which they are pitted 
have steadily decreased from century 
to century, from decade to decade, and 
from year to year. 


Despite the laws that have been 
enacted to protect it, Labor continues to 
be the only commodity, if such it may 
be termed, that may be stolen with im- 
punity. If the product of labor be pil- 
fered, the act is termed “theft,” and he 
who is guilty of it is committed to the 
common jail. But if labor be stolen by 
the payment of an unfair wage, it is 
possible only to exact redress by means 
of perfectly organized labor bodies. 
This, unfortunately, involves great 
financial loss and hardship and not In- 
frequently the sacrifice of human life. 
It remained for Abraham Lincoln, fore- 
most of Americans, dead or living, to 
amend the old commandment. He made 
it read: “Neither shalt thou steal the 
product of labor, nor shalt thou steal 
labor itself.” It was Lincoln, too, who 
said that "to secure to each laborer the 
whole product of his labor, or as nearly 
as possible, is a worthy object of any 
good government.” 


It may be of interest to you to know 
that in Toronto the municipality regards 
the laborer as worthy of his hire. Not 
only does he receive the prevailing 
union wage for an eight-hour day, when 
employed by the city directly, but all 
city contractors must engage to mete 
out to him the same liberal treatment. 

It may also interest you to learn 
that the employees of the Toronto Rall- 
way Company are amply protected un- 
der the terms of agreement entered 
Into In 1891 between the Corporation of 
the City of Toronto and the Company. 
The Company is neither permitted to 
pay any adult employee a less wage 
than fifteen cents per hour. nor to com- 
pel him to work for a longer period 
than ten hours per day, or on more 
than six days per week. 

I venture the assertion, without fear 
of successful contradiction, that as a 
result of the: fair wage rate paid the 
artisan and laborer in Toronto, our city 
contains a greater percentage of wage- 
earning home-owners than any other 
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city of equal population in America. It 
follows as a matter of course that you 
will find also a greater contentment, a 
higher average of intelligence, a better 
read people, and consequently a more 
law-abiding and useful citizenship than 
commonly prevails elsewhere. Where 
the wage-earner has a material interest 
in a community, that community is in- 
finitely better for his presence than 
if he were a mere, perhaps transient, 
wage-earner. 

And now, gentlemen, I desire to say 
a word to you concerning what you, on 
your part, as representing the true in- 
terests of labor, owe—not to capital— 
but to good citizenship. It would be 
wisdom on your part to refrain from 
countenancing the demagogue. The 
domination of the demagogue does more 
to create an unfavorable impression of 
the conscientious trades and labor ad- 
vocate than all other causes combined. 
I allude to the blatant ‘work-dodging 
agitator, who delights in beguiling and 
parading those unfortunates, ‘chiefly re- 
cent importations, who are to be found 
in every large centre of population. 
While I am free to admit that there 
are always in evidence many cases of 
actual hardship, especially during the 
winter season, I am satisfied that if 
such unfortunates—and I fear we shall 
ever have them with us despite our best 
endeavors to remedy their condition— 
were to divorce themselves from the 
self-appointed leaders under whose ban- 
ner they are led to enroll themselves, 
their interests would be better served. 
The true leader of labor is remiss in his 
plain duty when he lends countenance 
to the self-chosen misrepresentative of 
labor whose office is to incite the unem- 
ployed by impassioned appeals to de- 
mand what he is pleased to term “their 
rights.” Advocating the doctrine of 
anarchy, too—and by anarchy I mean 
the utter disregard of properly consti- 
tuted government—to those among 
whom are many human derelicts who 
have become embittered against society 
and who are therefore prone to yield 
all too readily to such an Influence, is 
to propagate an evil that Is destructive 
alike to the true principles of labor, to 
the individual, and to the community at 
large. Who among you can calculate, 
can even estimate the mischief that 
must inevitably result from the con- 
tinued pursuit of such a courze? Intel- 


ligent organization, education, agitation, 
and the ballot box are the true cor- 
rectives for such evils as exist. It is 
by these means and by these means 
alone that you can hope to achieve suc- 
cess in the advancement of your cause, 
It is not my intention to dictate to you. 
You are undoubtedly more capable of 
safeguarding your own interests than 
I am of advising you. Nevertheless it 
does seem to me that some means 
should be adopted by organized labor 
to discourage those acts which tend to 
lower its dignity in the eyes of the 
people, to whom after all you must ap- 
peal for that moral and tangible sup- 
port without which you can hope to 
accomplish very little. 

Let me once more assure you, gentle- 
men, that it is a pleasure to welcome 
to Toronto a gathering so thoroughly 
representative of labor as that which 
is assembled here to-day. The five mil- 
lions of wage-earners identifled with 
your organization, in every concelvable 
branch of labor, will watch with deep 
interest the reports of your proceed- 
ings, and will discuss with no little 
animation the results of your delibera- 
tions. Let us hope that they will be 
such as will meet with their entire ap- 
probation and that they make for the 
continued and increasing success of 
your Federation. 

It is my earnest desire that your stay 
among us may prove a most interesting 
and profitable one. I trust that when 
your visit draws to a close you may 
feel that nothing has been left undone 
to contribute to your enjoyment; that 
our people are not unlike their cousins 
of the Great Republic to the south of 
us in their warmth of welcome and the 
generosity of their hospitality, and that 
each and every one of you will look 
forward to a repetition of your visit to 
Toronto in the not distant future. 

President Gompers—Representing the 
Premier and the Government of the 
Province of Ontario, we have with us 
this morning a gentleman who will speak 
for them to you. I therefore have the 
pleasure of presenting to you Dr. 
Reaume, Minister of Tublic Works for 
the Province of Ontario. 

Dr. J. O. Reaume—Ladies and Gentle- 
men: I can assure you that it affords 
me great pleasure to be present and to 
voice the sentiments already expressed 
in welcoming you to this Province... 1 
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‘di not make a lengthy speech, how- 
ever. It appears to me perhaps that I 
have been put up mostly to supplement 
what has been lacking in His Worship’s 
speech. There is very little lacking, but 
if I am here to supplement anything I 
will only supplement by adding what he 
usually says, and what he forgot in this 
case. His Worship has always been 
known to be a big man, noted for his 
even temper, noted for his amiable dis- 
position, noted for his generosity and 
his liberality, and in all his career in 
welcoming the various associations and 
conventions that have happened in the 
past to meet in Toronto he has always 
given them a most pleasant welcome and 
tendered to them the freedom of the 
city. I think he forgot that this morn- 
ing. I don’t know what actuated him 
in not giving you the freedom of the 
city, whether the year is drawing to a 
close and the election will soon be on 
again; but I am sure I can take chances 
with the American Federation of Labor 
assembled here as well as and a great 
deal better than many associations that 
have met here. And if he does not see his 
way clear to give you the freedom of 
the city, in the name of the Government 
of Ontario I give you the freedom of 
the whole Province for all the time you 
are here. 

If some of our visiting ladies and 
gentlemen from the United States find 
that a week or two weeks is not long 
enough to see the beauties and enjoy the 
hospitality of our country, why, just 
apply to me for an extension of time. 

I regret very much that the Premier 
of the Province, Sir James Whitney, 
through unavoidable circumstances, 
could not attend. He was called out of 
the city on important business, and it 
will be impossible for him to return 
until this evening. He has requested 
me to do what I have done—give you 
the freedom of the City and of the 
Province and welcome you—which I do 
with a great deal of pleasure. 

I understand this is your first Con- 
vention in this country, but I hope it 
will not be the last. I do not know all 
the bodies that make up this gathering. 
but I believe you have the federated 
organizations and the Dominion Trades 
and Labor Congress. At all events, I 
understand that each province or each 
municipality has its own autonomy, as 
it were, and regulates its own scale of 


wages, and this certainly is a wise pro- 
vision, for the same conditions do not 
obtain all over the country. 

I am proud to welcome you and to 
meet you. I desire to Say, and to say 
with a great deal of earnestness, that 
you certainly have a right to organize 
to better your conditions. How could 
I ever refuse to a fellow-citizen the 
right of organizing when I have been 
in tne habit of doing it myself for 
years? I have been ergaged in the 
practice of medicine, and in our own 
little way we have never forgotten to 
meet and organize and establish a rate 
of tariff and have it ratified by the 
government. You have the same right I 
have. You are not, I hope, denying the 
right of employers to organize also. We 
have seen many of them endeavoring, 
sometimes with a great deal of dif- 
culty to make ends meet, through com- 
Petition and on account of products im- 
ported from the old country. However, 
I don’t think I will speak of that be- 
cause it belongs to the tariff. 

When you are here we obliterate all 
geographical lines; but it does not affect 
the loyalty of anyone, whether he is a 
Canadian or a citizen of the United 
States. I live on the border and I know 
how loyal they are in the United States; 
in fact, I married one myself and I 
have had occasion to find out. I might 
tell you a little story, but I will keep 
that for the time the ladies are not 
present. I know the people of the 
United States are most loyal. I know 
that those of Canada look upon that flag 
as the symbol of civil and religious 
liberty. Lines, however, are obliterated 
and you are working under the folds of 
another banner, that of united labor. 

I understand one of the great prin- 
ciples you are advocating is arbitration. 
I think it is one that ought to be put In 
force as much as practicable. We all 
know, as beautifully illustrated in the 
address of his Worship. the Mavor. that 
conditions have changed. We have 
reached an ax of steam, of electricity. 
or natural gas. in a great many places, 
an age of structural] steel in building. 
Where you formerly saw small shops 
and a few men emploved, now you see 
large factories, and they are gradually 
being expanded. You know in the Uni- 
ted States how you have expanded. \We 
have not kept up, perhaps. such a great 
pace, but we are getting on to the pace 
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and we intend to keep it up. 

I don’t want to take up any more of 
your time— 

(Cries of “Go on, go on.”) 

. Dr. Reaume: Well, I will. It is easy 
for a politician. You may have to coax 
me to keep on on an occasion like this 
where the Opposition is not here, but if 
the other side were here, you might 
have difficulty in getting me to stop. 

We have a Labor Bureau. It is an 
institution that is doing a very good 
work, and we are trying to keep it up 
and improve it. We are preparing year- 
ly statistics. We met with a great deal 
of difficulty at times, but now we are 
meeting with fairly good success. We 
are extending our usefulness. We first 
had only the Central Bureau in Toronto, 
but we are establishing branches in 
various cities like Ottawa and London, 
where employers can go and find the ex- 
tent to which they can secure labor and 
where the unemployed can go and regis- 
ter and secure employmert. By the de- 
mands I have from all the other cities 
and towns and provinces, I understand 
it is giving great satisfaction to the 
employers, to labor and to the people at 
large. 

I repeat a most hearty welcome to 
our City and our Province. 

President Gompers—The next gentle- 
man who will address yo is the Presi- 
dent of the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress, our own fellow unionist, Mr. 
William Glockling. 

President Glockling of the Canadian 

Trades and Labor Congress: 

Mr. President and Fellow Workers: 


Possibly I will not make a8 
polished a speech qs my two 
predecessors, but I want to as- 


sure you that every word I say will 
come from the heart. There is one thing 
our two friends have not promised to 
give you while you are in the City of 
Toronto, and that is good weather for 
the balance of the two weeks. I think 
they ought to get together and make 
the balance of our stay all sunshine. 
On behalf of the Dominion Trades and 
Labor Congress and also the Trades 
Council of the City of Toronto, I want 
to extend to you a cordial and hearty 
welcome. We trust your visit here will 
be pleasant and that your deliberations 
will be fraught with much good to your- 
selves and to those you represent. We, 
in the City of Toronto and in the Do- 
minion, are proud to be able to say that 


you saw fit to hold one of your great 
Conventions in Canada. We feel es- 
pecially proud in Toronto because you 
happened to select our city as the place 
for your first visit. We feel it will do 
a great deal of good to Toronto and to 
every city in Canada. We have in this 


‘country a movement on foot which has 


for its object the division of our forces 
and our influence. I think the visit you 
are making to this country will, to 
some extent, offset that. I believe it 
will demonstrate to those who were fear- 
ful of the trend of your business, that 
you are not the people you have been 
represented to be. The division I speak 
of is possibly not very large, and we 
are going, as far as our ability lies, to 
offset it at every stage. We have not 
said very much of the demonstrations 
that have been made, for various rea- 
sons. We are somewhat in the position 
of the man from whom his wife sought 
a divorce: one of the grievances cited 
against him was that he had not spoken 
to her but once for two months. The 
Judge questioned him on that point, 
and he said, “Well, the once I spoke to 
her was the only opportunity I had.” 
However, I believe we can do &a great 
deal together. 


I do not think I am begging, but it 
is absolutely necessary for you to assist 
us in this country at this juncture. I 
will tell you why. We have now twenty- 
five affiliations with our international 
bodies; that is, twenty-five bodies pay- 
ing directly from headquarters. We are 
made up in this country of large dis- 
tances with a sparse population. We 
have not the same opportunity of gather- 
ing finances that you have. While I 
know very well that you have lots of 
use for your finances, still it 1s neces- 
sary, in order to make our movement 
ac perfect as yours is on the other side, 
to have finance. 


There is an Idea existing in the minds 
of many of the international officers that 
the Congress Is somewhat similar to a 
State Federation. We take issue on that 
point. State Federations of course are 
under the direct domination of your gov- 
ernment. We are governed by a different 
country. We have here many provinces 
to which we have to contribute for 
legislative purposes. The Dominion 
Trades and Labor Congress is solely a 
legislative body. We have to watch 
every Province. We have to watch, not 
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only the t'ederal, but also the Provin- 
cial Houses in our efforts to obtain 
legislation. That demands considerable 
money. In your case the State Federa- 
tion always have the direct support of 
the American Federation of Labor. You 
have also possibilities of raising revenue 
that we have not. 


Many of the international officers are 
under a misconception as to what they 
have to pay upon. One of the interna- 
tional officers the other day said he 
would affiliate immediately; that he had 
always been under the impression that 
the Dominion Trades and Labor Con- 
gress required per capita tax on the 
entire membership. All we ask you to 
pay on is the membership in the Do- 
minion of Canada. You may possibly 
say, "Why don’t your locals do that?” 
They would were it not for the fact 
that from a legislative standpoint our 
locals are not as keen as they ought to 
be. They want to see—some of them at 
least—a dollar for twenty-five cents. We 
are a part of the movement on this Con- 
tinent, and I earnestly ask you to give 
us that assistance. I take this oppor- 
tunity, as President of the Dominion 
Trades and Labor Congress, to make it 
tc Canada or the United States to make 
this appeal. You want, as well as we 
do, to make this a big movement in 
Canada. We are part of you, and for 
that reason we think you ought to give 
us all the assistance you possibly can. 


We have a struggle going on at the 
present time in a national way. Many 
are of the opinion that this national 
movement is not entirely a working- 
men’s movement. Many think there is 
a slight tinge of politics in connection 
with it. If that is a fact, we are be- 
tween two fires. I want to tell you a 
story that will illustrate our case more 
vividly than I can in my own language. 
I have told this before, but it is very 
appropriate to the occasion. A man liv- 
ing in a country where polygamy was 
permitted had attained to middle age 
and his hair had become streaked with 
grey, when he concluded that he could, 
at that time. take two wives. He mar- 
ried a middle-aged lady and a young 
lady. The young lady, being of a vain 
nature, after being married a short time, 
feared the nelghbors might think she 
had married too old a man, so she com- 
menced to pluck out the grey hairs. 
The middle-aged lady, seeing what was 


going on, and fearing the neighbors 
might think she had married too young 
& man, commenced to pluck out the 
black hairs, and between them they soon 
plucked the poor man bald. Now, we 
are between two fires, and if you do 


not give us your co-operation we will be 
plucked bald. 


I cordially and heartily extend to you 
a welcome to this city. There is not a 
man in Toronto who works among the 
labor ranks who was not more than 
pleased to learn that you had selected 
this as your convention city. We hope 
you will enjoy yourselves during your 
visit here, and if you can see your way 
clear at some future time, we will be 
glad to have you bring your convention 
to Canada again. We have other great 
cities in Canada that will welcome you 
as heartily as we do. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
communications: 


Ottawa, Ont., Nov. 8, 1909. 
James Simpson, care American Federa- 
tion of Labor, Massey Hall Toronto: 
I greatly regret that public duties 
have rendered it necessary for me to be 
in Ottawa to-day, and will prevent me 
from being present at opening meeting 
of the American Federation of Labor 
this morning. Will you kindly express 
to President Gompers and the delegates 
from the United States my wish that 
their sojourn in Canada may be both 
pleasurable and profitable, and to all 
present best wishes for the success of 

the Convention. 
W. L. MACKENZIE KING, 
Minister of Labor. 


American Consulate 
Toronto, Ont., November 2, 1909. 
James Simpson, Esq., Sec’y-Treas.. Am- 
erican Federation of Labor Convention 

Committee, 167 Church Street, To- 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of yours of the 2nd instant. in- 
viting me, on behalf of your Committee 
to be present at the opening of the Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor in Massey Hall, on November 
8th, at 10 a. m., and in reply regret to 
say that I have made arrangements to 
leave Toronto this wek for a business 
trip to California, and am therefore un- 
able to accept your invitation. 

In regard to the two flags that you 
desire, I have to say that if you will 
send someone to my office I shall be 
glad to meet your wishes, If we have 
on hand such flags as you desire. 

With renewed regret. 
Very trulv vours 
R. S. CHILTON, 
Consul. 

President Gompers—Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen: I think I can specak for the 
delegates to this Convention. although 


anything I can say will but faintly con- 
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vey to you our apperciation of your wel- 
coume. We appreciate not only the 
welcome itself, but the evident sincerity 
of the language in which it was con- 
veyed, as well as the enunciation of some 
great thoughts contributed to this great 
cause in which we are engaged. In ad- 
dition to appreciation for your welcome, 
if we can do so in this informal] way, we 
wish to convey through you to the great 
departments and constitutencies and the 
government you represent, our appreci- 
ation and gratitude. 

It 4s true that this is the first Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 


Labor held in Canada but we are not: 


strangers to Canada. I do not think I 
need have any hesitancy in expressing 
my opinion that fully thre-fourths of 
the delegates to this Convention have, 
at some time or other, visited Canada 
on official business in connection with 
the great Labor cause, and many of 
them many times. The Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor held one of its most important ses- 
sions in Canada. We have gone through 
several of the cities of the various 
Provinces; we have visited the men of 
labor; we have mingled with the people 
of Canada. The officers of the labor 
movement, national and international, 
have visited Canada so frequently that 
if it were not for the fact that some- 
times they are hampered for a moment 
or two by the interruption of a custom 
house inspector, they would not know 
whether they were in the United States 
or Canada. 

I want to refer in a word or two to 
the statement made by President Glock- 
ling of the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress in regard to the effort of some 
Canadian workmen—and perhaps, from 
what I am told, there are fewer native 
Canadian workmen in that movement 
than ‘there are in the American trade 
ounion movement of Canada. An ef- 
fort to try to bring a schism between 
the organized workers of the Dominion 
of Canada is being made, but it is diffi- 
cult to reconcile the attitude of these 
men with coservation of the interests of 
the men of labor. I would not, if I 
could, our movement would not if it 
could, and it could not if it would, take 
from th loyalty of Canada’s workers to 
Canada. 

What may be in store for you and for 
us on the other side of the border line 


we do not know. We have our day 
dreams, and sometimes in our impatience 
we may run ahead of the development, 
but whatever the future may have in 
store for us in common, we do know 
this: that while we hope to establish 
the best possible relations betwen men 
of all nations, there is one common des- 
tiny among the English-speaking peo- 
ple—to fight out the battle for civili- 
gation and right. 


In the American Federation of Labor 
and in our international unions, I ven- 
ture to say—and I am confident I am 
within the limit of truth in the state- 
ment—that among the men called upon 
to officer the international trade unions of 
the American Continent, there is a 
greater percentage of Canadians who 
are in executive positions in the inter- 
national unions, as compared to num- 
bers, than there are natives of the 
United States. I venture to make the 
assertion again—and know it is within 
the limits of truth—that, in comparison 
to payments, as well as per capita tax. 
there is as much, if not more, expend- 
ed out of the funds of the American 
trade union movement in Canada than 
there is in the United States. In the 
American trade union movement we re- 
cognize this one fact, that the border 
line—the imaginary line that designates 
in the mind or on a map that this side 
is Canada and the other is the United 
States—does not interfere with the 
unity of the interests of the employing 
class on both sides of it. It should not 
interfere with the unity of the Amert- 
can workers—and I use the term Ameri- 
can in its broadest sense, including 
every man, woman and child on the 
North American Continent. That is my 
conception of American. When I speak 
of my own country, I refer to it as the 
United States of America, and when I 
say America, I mean all America, not 
a part of it. 


We were all impressed with the 
brief, though very pointed and graphic, 
sketch drawn by His Worship, the 
Mayor of Toronto, when he traced the 
growth of the city from the Indian vil- 
lage to the settlement and te this great 
modern city. It occurred to me to make 
application of my own point of view to 
this thought. Horace Greeley once said, 
“Tt is all in the point of view.” Out 
in the northwestern part of this coun- 
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try, you may see great, giant trees. 
Three men may be looking at one of 
these great growths. One man, from 
his point of view, will praise Almighty 
God, and recognize in that tree one of 
the wonders of His power. The other, 
looking at it, will see in it all the 
beauties of nature, its symmetry of form, 
its colors, its grandeur, and pay tribute 
to it from the artistic point of view. The 
other will look at it and, mentally cal- 
culating, say, “I wonder how many feet 
of lumber that will make.” And so, 
when the Mayor referred to the growth 
of Toronto, I could not help thinking 
of my point of view — of our 
point of view. To whom, after 
all, are the great growth, the 
triumph of architecture, the ma- 
terial prosperity of Toronto due, If not 
to the men of labor? There must be a 
conceiver and designer; there must be 
the men who dream these things; but 
it takes the men of labor to hew them 
out and to rear the great structures to 
the skies. And what applies to To- 
ronto applies to all Canada, to all Am- 
erica, to the whole world. And in spite 
of the fact of the great service which 
the workers contribute to society and 
to the possibility of civilization, It has 
been the workers in all times and In all 
eras who have had to bear the burdens 
of injustice and tyranny. And under 
the pretext, under the pretense, under 
the hypocritical guise of standing for 
the liberties of the working people, 
many of the employing class are seek- 
ing to perpetuate that tyranny. 


One of the most amusing incidents that 
came to my attention recently was when 
I read in an English paper—The Cotton 
Factory Times—a letter written by a 
millowner in India, who protests against 
the Government of England passing any 
laws to restrict the hours of labor of 
the Hindoo workmen, and thus interfere 
with their liberty to work when they 
wanted to. Imagine, if you can, the 
Hindoo’s liberty being infringed upon by 
a law limiting the hours of his labor! 
Jmagine a cotton millowner in India 
protesting against the Government of 
Great Britain passing a law that should 
stand between the millowners of India 
and the poor, helpless Hindoos of that 
country! I do hope that the great Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain will see to It, 
in its onward movement for democrati- 
gation of the institutions of Great Brit- 


ain, that the Hindoo laborers of Indla 
shall be protected also. 

All over the world there is the same 
struggle in some form or other, and we 
have the same, or very nearly the same, 
conditions to meet. We are not going 
to be driven into revolution. The Am- 
crican labor movement is a rational 
movement; the American labor move- 
ment is the historically developed pro- 
test of the workers ,and we are going to 
hold together. We realize the wrongs 
of the past and of the present; we do 
not underestimate the power of owr op- 
ponents; but we propose to work out our 
own emancipation in our own way, not by 
revolution, but by evolution; and if 
there be a wrong done by any class of 
society, the men of labor,, of the organ- 
ized labor movement, will be found de- 
fending themselves, not the aggressors 
in wrong. Whoever may be wrong, the 
labor movement must always be right. 
We appeal to our fellow-men every- 
where to aid us in the most laudable 
cause and movement that has yet exist- 
ed in this world of ours. We want to 
work out this great struggle rationally 
and peacefully, and as good citizens, 
and not only as workers, but as men and 
as citizens to organize, to federate, and 
to instil into the minds of men the duty 
they owe to each other and to them- 
selves, to help bear each other’s bur- 
dens, to work for others, and not for 
self alone. 


I feel that I have rather trespassed 
upon your time in acknowedging the 
welcomes so heartily and generously ex- 
tended to us, and yet I could not escape 
the expression of these thoughts, or 
evade what I deemed a duty devolving 
upon me. I want again to extend to 
Your Worship, to Dr. Reaume, to you, 
Brother Glockling, and to the members 
of the Common Council, our appreciation 
of the honor you have done us in par- 
ticipating in our opening ceremonies this 
morning. I want to thank you and the 
visiting ladies and gentlemen for your 
presence here this morning, and to say 
to the visitors that this hall will be 
open during all the sessions of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor Convention. 
We have nothing to hide from the whole 
world. The National Association of 
Manufacturers, when it meets in con- 
vention or otherwise, meets with closed 
doors, and if, perchance, some news- 
paper man should find entry into the 
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circle, the proceedings are stopped and 
the newspaper man is thrown out. In 
the Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor we have the best seats and 
desks in the hall for the representatives 
of the press. One of the principal rea- 
sons governing the selection of this 
beautiful hall for this Convention was 
the fact that there is ample room for 
visitors, that they might—if they 
chose—come and hear and see what was 
being done. Of course, we cannot allow 
visitors to control the deliherations. 

To the delegates and our friends, per- 
mit me to extend a most cordial and 
hearty welcome in the name of Labor, 
in the name of humanity, whose cause 
we are espousing. 

I declare this Twenty-ninth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor formally opened. 

President Gompers presented to th» 
Convention Fraternal Delegates A. H. 
Gill, M. P., and J. R. Clynes, M. P., from 
the British Trades Union Congress, and 
F. Bancroft, of the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress, and announced that at 
a later session they would address the 
Convention. 

President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Hugh Ferguson, of 
Typographical Union, No. 91, Toronto, 
as assistant to Secretary Morrison; J. 
H. Kennedy, of Sheet Metal Workers’ 
Union, No. 34, as Sergeant-at-Arms; and 
H. R. Barton, Teamsters’ Union, No. 
457, as Messenger. 

President Gompers announced that Dr. 
William H. Tolman, of the Museum of 
Safety Devices and Industrial Hygiene, 
would deliver an illustrated lecture at 
the Convention hall Monday evening, to 
which the delegates and the public were 
invited. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CRE- 


DENTIALS. 
Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 


Toronto, Canada, 
November 8, 1909. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 

dentials beg leave to report that they 

have examined the credentials of 311 


vB 


delegates, representing 57 International 
and National Unions, 21 State Branches, 
62 Central Bodies, 17 Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, and 7 Fraternal 


Delegates, and recommend the following 
be seated: 


Actors’ International Union—S. D. Ri- 
cardo, 11 votes. 

Asbestos Workers of America, Na- 
tional Association of Heat, Frost, 
General Insulators and—A. J. Ken- 
nedy, 6 votes. 


Bakery and Confectionery Workers, In- 
ternational ‚Union of—Chris Kerker, 
Henry Koch, 107 votes. 

Barbers’ International Union, Journey- 
men—W. E. Klapetzky, Frank X. Nos- 
chang, Jacob Fischer, Chas. S. Mote, 
255 votes. 

Bill Posters and Billers of America. In- 


ternational Alliance of—John White- 
head, 14 votes. 


Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood 
of—J. W. Kline, W. J. Dougherty, W. 
G. Powelsland, 100 votes. 


Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 
of America, Brotherhood of—Joseph 
A. Franklin, N. Quesnel, John Dohney, 
126 votes. 

Bookbinders, International Brotherhood 
of—Robert Glockling, James W. 
Dougherty, 71 votes. 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union—John F. 
Tobin, Michael J. Hallinan, C. 
Agnew, Sadie Spraggon, 
Batchelder, 320 votes. 


Brewery Workmen, International Union 
of the United—Louis Kemper, Joseph 
Proebstle, A. J. Kugler, Edmond P. 
Ward, John Sullivan, 400 votes. 


Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers, 
Alliance, International—Frank Butter- 
worth, 25 votes. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, In- 
ternational Association of—Frank M. 
Ryan, John T. Butler, Adam Sladky, 
100 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
United Brotherhood of—William D. 
Huber, Frank Duffy, J. P. O’Reilly, 
Samuel Botterill, W. A. Sexton, 
Thomas Flynn, Michael O’Brien, 1,640 
votes. 

Carpenters and _ Joiners, 
Society or—James 
Crampton, 73 votes. 


Car Workers, International Association 
of—P. F. Richardson, 50 votes. 


Cement Workers, American Brotherhood 
of—Willlam A. Brennan, Henry Red- 
ler, 90 votes. 

Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America—Samuel Gompers, Thomas F. 
Tracy, J. Mahlon Barnes, George R. 
French, John T. Smith, 398 votes. 

Clerks, International Protective Asso- 
clation, Retail—H. J. Conway, D. F. 
Manning, Herman Robinson, 160 votes. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America, United—Hax Zuckerman, 16 
votes. 


Curtis A. 


Amalgamated 
Reid, Herbert 
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Coopers’ International Union of North 
America—J. A. Cable, Thomas Mc- 
Manus, 41 votes. 

Electrical Workers of America, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of—Frank Mc- 
Nulty, Stephen J. Fay, F. A. Monaghan, 
138 votes. 

Elevator Constructors, International 
Union of—Frank Feeney, 20 votes. 
Engineers, International Union of Steam 
—M. Comerford. R 4 McKee, P. C. 

Winn, M. urphy, votes. 

Firemen, International Brotherhood of 
Stationery—Timothy Healy, C. L. 
Shamp, J. W. Morton, 107 votes. 

Fitters and Helpers of America, Inter- 
national Association of Steam and 
Hot Water—John Mangan, R. P. 
Walsh, 56 votes. 

Garment Workera of America, United— 
T. A. Rickert. B. A. Larger, 8. C. 
Landers, Victor Altman, Maier Sch- 
warz, 534 votes. 

Garment Workers’ Union International 
Ladies—Abraham Rosenberg, 18 votes. 

Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association of the 
United States and Canada—Dennis A. 
Hayes, Martin M. Lollo, Brazier Wes- 
cott, 93 votes. 

Glass Workers’ International Assocla- 
tion, Amalgamated—Walter West, 11 
votes. 

Glove Workers’ Union of america, In- 
ternational—Miss Agnes Nestor, 8 
votes. 

Granite Cutters’ International Associa- 
tion of America, The—James Puncan, 
James Garvey, Isaac Coombe. 131 
votes. 

Hatters of North America. Tnited— 
John A. Moffitt. James P. Maher, 85 
votes. 

Hod Carriers and Building T.aborers’ 
Union of America, International—D. 
ND’Alessandro, H. . Smith, David 
Kirby. 88 votes. 

Horseshoers of the United States and 
Canada, International Union of Jour- 
neymen—Roady Kenehan, John Moris- 
sey, 72 votes. 

Hotel and Reataurant Emplovee’ Inter- 
national Alliance and Bartenders’ In- 
ternational League of America—Jere 
L. Sullivan. Thomas 8S. Farrell. John 
J. Griffin, T. J. Sullivan, William Q. 
Sullivan, 868 votes. 

Tron. Steel and Tin Workers, Amalga- 
mated Assoctation of—P. J. McArdle, 
Fred. C. Dantels. 60 votes. 

Jewelrv Workers’ Union of America, In- 
ternational— Al. Weisenberger. 3 votes. 

Lathers. International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal—William J. McSorley, 
Edwin T. Stevenson. 50 votes. 

Laundrv Workers’ International Union 
—John 7. Manning. 26 votes, 

Leather Workers on Horee Goods. T!ni- 
ted Brotherhood of—John J. Pfeiffer. 
40 votes. 

Lithogranhers, International Protective 
and Reneficial Axsoctation of the 
Tinited States and Canada—Frank 
Gehring. 18 votes. 


Loreshoremen’s Assoctation, Interna- 
tlonal—Thomas V. O’Connor, John J. 
Jovce, James TRavmond. James E. 


Dwver, 218 votes. 
Machinists. International Assoclation— 
James O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, C. 


W. Fry, J. J. Keppler, Thomas Van 
Lear, 484 votes. 

Maintenance of Way Employes, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of—A. B. Lowe, T. 
W. Cassiday, Wm. H. Noyes, 100 votes. 

Marble Workers, International Assocla- 
tion of—Walter V. Price, 24 votes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, Amalgamated—Homer 
D. Call, August Molter, 63 votes. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers’ International Union of 
North America—T. M. Daly, Thomas 
Rumsey, 100 votes. 

Metal Workers’ International Alliance, 
Amalgamated Sheet—M. O’Sullivan, 
Thomas Butler, R. G. Ross, 160 
votes. 

Mine Workers of America, United—T. L. 
Lewis, John Mitchell, John H. Walker, 
W. B. Wilson, W. D. Van Horn, Frank 
J. Hayes, G. W. Savage, 2,670 votes. 

Molders’ Union of North America, Inter- 
national—Joseph F. Valentine, John 
P. Frey, Thomas Humphrey, Chas. W. 
Wilkerson, P. J. Jordan, 500 votes. 

Musicians, American Federation of—Jos. 
N. Weber, Owen Miller, Jos. Winkler, 
D. A. Carey, 394 votes. 

Painters, Decorators »vr4 Paperhangers 
of America, Brotherhood of—Jacob 
Tazelaar, Emil Arnold, Chas. J. Eisen- 
ring, C. A. Cullen, 696 votes. 

Paper Makers of America United Bro- 
therhood of—J. T. Carey, 10 votes. 
Pattern Makers’ League of North 
America— James Wilson, James IL. 

Gernon, 50 votes. . 

Pavers, Rammermen, Flag Layers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb Settlers—Edw. 
I. Hannah, 16 votes. 

Paving Cutters’ Union of the T'nited 
States of America and Canada—John 
Sheret, 26 votes. 


Photo Engravers’ Union of North 
America. International — Matthew 
Woll. °2 votes 


Piano and Organ Workers’ Union of 
America, international—Charles Dold. 
40 votes. 

Plate Printers’ Union of North America, 
International Steel and Copper— 
George P. Foster, 12 votes. 

Plasterers’ International Association of 
the United States and Canada, Opera- 
tlve—John Donlin. Edward J. McGiv- 
ern, Peter G. Cook. 145 votes. 

Plumbers, Ga« Fitters. Steam Fitters 
and Steam Fitters’ Helpers of United 
States and Canada—John R. Alpine, 
Willfam J. Tracv. E. W. Shirk, Thomas 
B. Clark. 184 votes. 

Post Office Clerks—Edward Goltra, 18 
votes, 

Potters. National Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive—Thomas J. Duffy, Thomas J. 
Humohrev. 69 votes. 

Print Cutters’ Aarociation of America, 
National—John Paravicini, 4 votes. 
Printing Pressmen’s Union, Interna- 
tional—Geo. L. Berrvy Norman J. 
Snracue, William Hall, W. A. Vickery, 

178 votes, 

Quarrvworkers’ International Union of 
North America—P. F. cCarthy, W. 
F. R. Fevier. 45 votes. 

Railroad Telegraphers, Order of—H. B. 
Perham, W. T. Brown, L. A. Tan- 

169 votes. 


quarvy, 
Brotherhood of—Wil- 


Railway Clerks. 
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bur Braggins, Claude Manlove, 656 

votes. 

Railway Employes of America, Amal- 
amated Association of Street and 
lectric—W. D. Mahon, Ben Com- 
mons, C. O. Pratt, 333 votes. 

Seamens Union of America, Interna- 
tional—Andrew Furuseth, Victor A. 
Olander, 168 votes. 

Shingle Weavers Union of America, In- 
ternational—Ernest P. Marsh, 18 


Roofers’ Union of 
America, International—G. M. Hud- 
dleston, 5 votes. 

Slate Workers, International Union of— 
Sampson H. Milford, 21 votes. 

Stage Employes’ International Alliance, 
Theatrical—Lee Hart, Patrick T. 
Barry John Suarez, 80 votes. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers’ Union 


votes. 
Slate and Tile 


of North America—James J. Freel, 
36 votes. 

Stone Cutters’ ..ssociation of North 
America, Journeymen—Jo. Evans, 


James F. McHugh, Joseph Gervais, 89 

votes. 

Stove Mounters’ International Union— 
D. W. Ottinger. 10 votes. 

Switchmen’s Union of North America— 
Frank T. Hawley, 80 votes. 

Tailors’ Union of America, Journeymen 
—John B. Lennon, Hugh Robinson, 
Thomas Sweeney, 132 votes. 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood 
of—Daniel J. Tobin, Thomas L. 
Hughes, John FE. Longstreet, Joseph 

Murphy, Patrick D. Daley, 320 
votes. 

Textile Workers of America, United— 
John Golden, James Tansey, 100 votes. 

Tile Layers and Helpers’ Union, Inter- 
national Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaus- 
tic—Charles H. Leps, 17 votes. 

Tin Plate Workers’ Protective Associa- 
tion of America, International— 
Charles E. Lawyer. 15 votes. 

Tobacco Workers’ International Union— 

Lewis Evans, Anthony McAndrew, 
48 votes. 

Typographical Union, International— 
James Lynch, Frank Morrison, 
Max S. Hayes. Hugh Stevenson, T. W. 
McCulloueh, 455 votes. 


Upholsterers’ International Union of 
North America—James H. Hatch, 28 
es. 


Wood Workerr’ International Union of 
America, Amalgamated—D. D. Mul- 
cahy, Henry Ott. 41 votes. 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor— 
C. C. Calvert, 1 vote. 

Alabama State Federation of Labor— 
P. J. Doherty, 1 vote. 

Colorado State Federation of Labor— 
George A. Hally, 1 vote. 

Georgia Federation of Labor—Jerome 
Jones, 1 vote. 

Illinois State Federation of Labor— 
James B. Conners. 1 vote. 

Indiana State Federation of Labor—O. 
P. Smith. 1 vote. 

Kansas State Federation of Labor— 
Thomas P. Menton, 1 vote. 

Massachusetts State Branch—D. D. 
Driscoll, 1 vote. 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor— 
Chas. E. James. 1 vote. 

Michigan Federation of Labor—W. H. 
McKinstry. 1 vote. 


Montana State Federation of Labor—M. 
M. Donoghue, 1 vote. 

Missouri State Federation of Labor— 
George Manuel, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor— 
Cornelius Ford, 1 vote. 

New York, Workingmen’s Federation of 
the State of—Thomas McGovern, 1 


vote. 

Nebraska State Federation of Labor— 
Louis V. Guye, 1 vote. 

Pennsylvania Federation of Labor—A. 
P. Bower, 1 vote. 

Porto Rico, Free Federation of Work- 
ingmen of—Santiago Iglesias, 1 vote. 

Rhode Island State Branch—Charles H. 
Lee, 1 vote. 

Vermont State Branch—Daniel A. Bru- 
ten, 1 vote. 

Washington State Federation of Labor— 

A. W. Swenson, 1 vote. 

Wisconsin State Federation of Labor— 

Victor L. Berger, 1 vote. 

Alton, Ill. Trades and Labor Assembly 
—John F. Hurley, 1 vote. 

Altiance, Ohio. Central Labor Union— 
George Thompson. 1 vote. 

Baltimore, Md., Federation of Labor— 
Edward Hirsch, 1 vote. 


Beaumont, Texas, Trades and Labor 
Assembly—A. L. Garrett, 1 vote. 
Berlin. Ontario. Canada, Trades and 


Labor Council—Steve Welheuser. 1 

vote. 

Brooklyn, N.Y., Central Labor Union— 
John P. Coughlin, 1 vote. 

Boston, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
John J. Hynes, 1 vote. 

Brockton, Mass.. Central Labor Union— 
Thomas F. O’Learv. 1 vote. 

Brainerd, Minn. Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—fF rank Hoffman. 1 vote. 

Chicago. Ill., Federation of Labor—John 
C. Harding, 1 vote. 

Cleveland, Ohio, Federation of Labor— 
C. R. Bailey, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati. Ohlo, Central Labor Coun- 
cil of Cincinnati and Vicinity—Frank 
L. Rist. 1 vote. 

Clinton, Towa, Tri-City Labor Congress 
—G. F. Tucker, 1 vote. 

Corning. N. Y. Central Associated 
Trades Council—W. W. Huggins, 1 
vote. 

Davton Ohlo. United Trades and Tabor 
Council—ElNas Bretdenbach. 1 vote. 
Dubuque, Towa. Trades and Labor Con- 

gress—Simon Miller. 1 vote. 

Evansville. Ind., Central Labor Union— 
T. Hornbrook. 1 vote. 

Fargo N. D. Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—Emanuel Koveleski, 1 vote. 

Fort Wavne. Ind. Federation of Labor— 


L. D. Redding, 1 vote. 

Granite City, Il, Tri-City Central 
Trades Council—Wm. L. Johns, 1 
vote. 


Hancock, Mich., Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—Joseph C. Wareham 1 vote. 

Haverhill. Mass., Central Labor Union— 
P. J. Burke, 1 vote. 

Hartford, Conn., Central Labor Union— 
Charles B. Leonard, 1 vote. 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, Trades and 
Labor Council—C. I. Aitchison, 1 vote. 

Indianapolic. Ind., Central Labor Union 
—Hugo Miller, 1 vote. 

Jamestown, N. Y., Central Labor Coun- 
cil—Louts E. Ruden, 1 vote. 
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Kalamazoo, Mich., Trades and Labor 
Council—W. H. Stewart, 1 vote. 

Lincoln, Neb.. Central Labor Union— 

Will M. Maupin, 1 vote. 

Lognsport, nd., Trades 

o. W. Burkhart, 1 vote 

Minneapolis, Minn., Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Mrs. Thomas Van Lear, 1 
vote. 

Mt. Vernon, N.Y., Central Federated 
Union—William B. Martin, 1 vote. 
Milwaukee, Wis., Federated Trades 
Council—Edmund Melins, 1 vote. 
Montreal Trades and Labor Council— 

G. R. Brunet, 1 vote. 

Newark, N. J., Essex Trades Council— 
Wm. J. Brennan, 1 vote. 

New York City, Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity— 
Harry De Veaux, 1 vote. 

New Orleans, La., Central Trades and 
Labor Councitl—John N. Breen, 1 vote. 

Ogdensburg N.Y., Trades and Labor 
Council—David T. Letham, 1 vote. 

Ottawa, Ont., Canada, Allied Trades 
and Labor Association—P. M. Dra- 
per, 1 vote. 

Oneida, N.Y., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—W. R. Ferguson, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Central Labor Union 
Charles A. Dougherty, 1 vote. 


Assem bly— 


Pittston, Pa., Central Labor Union— 
Charles R. Oliver, 1 vote. 
Providence, R. I., Central Federated 


Union—Lawrence A. Grace, 1 vote. 

Pueblo, Colo.. Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—Ed. Anderson, 1 vote. 

Rock Island, Ill, Tri-City Labor Con- 
gress—P. J. Carlson, 1 vote. 

Rochester, N. Y., Central Trades and 
Labor Council—John S. Whalen, 1 
vote. 

Scranton Pa., Central Labor Union— 
John T. Dempsey, 1 vote. 

St. Louis, Mo.. Central Trades and La- 
bor Union—David Kreyling, 1 vote. 
Springfield, Mass., Central Labor Union 

— Edmond Raleigh, 1 vote. 

Springfield, INl.. Federation of Labor 
—Robert Byron, Jr., 1 vote. 

Springfield, Ohio, Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—T. J. Creager, 1 vote. 

Toronto District Labor Council—John 

. Bruce, 1 vote. 

Warren, Pa. Central Labor Union—L. A. 
Gardner, 1 vote. 

Washington. D. C.. Central Labor Union 
—Sam De Nedrev. 1 vote. 
Zanesville, Ohio, Central Trades and La- 
bor Council—John A. Voll, 1 vote. 
Federal Labor Unio No. 7426—R. E. 
Woodmansee, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11624—Irwin 
Howell. 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7479—Earl E. 
Russ, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 12791—A. M. 
Smith, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Unton, No. 10829—D. W. 
Roderick. 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 11816—M. P. 
McDonnell, 1 vote. 

Fiat Janitors’ Union, No. 12512—Fred 
Mawbray, 1 vote. 

Grain Workers’ Association, 
—Ernest Bohm, 1 vote. 


Machinists’ Helpers, No. 13799—James 
Somerville, 1 vote. 


No. 11407 


Newspaper and Mail Deliverers, No. 
9463—John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 

Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners, No. 
11808—Thomas J. Curtis, 4 votes. 

Stenographers’ and Typists’ Association 
of Chicago, No. 11755—Miss Olive 
Sulivan, 1 vote. 

British Trade Union Congress—A. H. 
Gill, J. R. Clynes, 2 votes. 

Women’s International Union Label 
League—Miss Anie Fitzgerald, with- 
out vote. 


National Women’s Trade Union Lague 
of America—Mrs. Raymond Robins, 
without vote. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America—Rev. Charles 
Stelzle, without vote. 


Canadian Trades and Labor Congress— 
F. Bancroft, 1 vote. 


Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative 
Union of America—John Grady, with- 
out vote. 


The following organizations are in- 
debted for per capita tax and under the 
Constitution their delegates are not en- 
titled to seats until the same is liqui- 
dated: 


Council Bluffs, Iowa, Trades and La- 
bor Assembly, E. S. Tooker; Dubois, 
Iowa, Central Trades and Labor Council. 
Samuel Bruce; Joplin, Mo. Trades As- 
sembly, C. W. Fear; London, Ont., 
Trades and Labor Council, H. B. Archer: 
Mayagues, P. R., Central Labor Union, 
Abraham Pena; St. Paul, Minn. Trades 
and Labor Assembly, Geo. B. Howley; 
Tampa, Fla., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly, James A. Roberts. 


We have received credentials of: 
John P. Egan of the Ohio State Federa- 
tion of Labor; L. O. Pouchet, of the 
Iowa State Federation of Labor; James 
B. Drake, of the Birmingham, Ala, 
Trades Council; Henry H. Boettger, of 
the Davenport, Iowa, Trades and Labor 
Assembly; R. G. Stewart, of the Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, Federation of Labor; and 
David Kiely, of the Detroit, Michigan 
Federation of Labor. whose charters 
hive been revoked for non-compliance 
with Section 1, Article XI., of the Con- 
stitution of the A. F. of L. which says 
that no central labor union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to, or retain in, their councils 
delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other 
body .national or international, hostile 
to any affillated organization, or that 
has been suspended or expelled by, or 
not connected with, a national or inter- 
national organization of their trade 
herin aMiliatd. . 
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We recommend that these delegates 
be not seated. 

We have credentials for James J. 
Reid from the Erie, Pa., Central Labor 
Union. Mr. Reid is a member of the 
geceding faction of the Electrical Work- 
ers, and we recommend that he be not 
soated as a delegate, our recommenda- 
tion being based on Section 5 of Ar- 
ticle 4 of the Constitution of the A. F. 
of L., as follows: 


No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled, by the American Federation of 
Labor, or by any National or Interna- 
tional organization connected with the 
Federation shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this Federation, or in any Cen- 
tral Body or National or International 
Union connected with the American 
Federation of Labor, under the penalty 
of the suspension of the body violating 
this section. 

We have credentials for Ed. McEach- 


ern from the Ohio State Federation of 
Labor. This organization was char- 
tered on October 16, 1909, and is there- 
fore not in affillation the required 
period, which is one month, according 
to the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor in order to be en- 
titled to representation. We therfore, 
recommend that the delegate be seated, 
and be ntitled to vote when the required 
period of affiliation shall have expired, 
that is, on November 16, 1909. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. CABLE, Chairman, 
THOS. J. HUMPHREY, 
R. A. McKun, Secretary. 


A motion was made and -econded 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

Delegate Lewis—Do I understand that 
the motion contemplates the adoption 
of the entire report, or only that por- 
tion of the list of delegates against 
whom there are no protests? 

President Gompers—The entire report 
of the committee. 

Delegate Lewis—I move to amend that 
the report be divided and that we adopt 
that part of the committee’s report 
seating the delegates against whom 
there are no protests. (Seconded.) 

In reply to a question in regard to 
the credentials from the Des Moines 
Central Labor Union, Secretary McKee 
of the committee stated that the cre- 
dentials had been protested and would 
be considered in another report. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
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Lewis was carried, and the original mo- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

President Gompers—I now declare 
that the delegates against whom no dis- 
sent has been expressed are seated as 
the regular delegates to this convention. 

Delegate Mahon—I would ask for a 
reading of the names of those whose 
credentials have not been accepted, and 
for an explanation of why they were 
not seated. 

Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the list of the Central 
bodies not seated and said: The rea- 
sons the committee have to give for so 
reporting are that they were guided 
entirely by the constitutional Provision 
of the constitution that governs this 
body. It is a question of law. As their 
charters were revoked, there was nothing 
for the committee to do but bring in 
the report. 

Treasurer Lennon—Will the commit- 
tee explain what they have done in 
violation of the constitution? 

Delegate McKee—The committee was 
of the opinion that, inasmuch as the 
constitution was cited in the matter, 
the reason is evident. These Central 
bodies have held in their membership 
local organizations that have seceded 
from a legitimate trade union, as recog- 
nized by the American Federation of 
Labor, and for that reason their char- 
ters were revoked. The charters being 
revoked, and that information given to 
the committee, the committee had 
nothing to do other than to apply the 
law of the Federation and so reported 
as they did. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—I move you 
that each of the cases reported by the 
committee be taken up separately. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Miller (O.)—I rise to a point 
of order. <As the charters of these or- 
ganizations were revoked, the Credential 
Committee should not have considered 
their credentials at all. If they have a 
contest, it should be brought on the 
floor in the proper way, not through the 
Credential Committee. 

President Gompers—The chair makes 


‘this ruling: Any organization that does 


not hold a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor and hold it in good 
standing is not entitled to representa- 
tion in this convention. In addition to 
that, and relating to the subject matter 
upon which this entire question is based, 
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the chair will now volunteer the infor- 
mation to the delegates that appeals 
haye been taken against the action of 
the Executive Council. The Executive 
Council has incorporated these appeals 
in its report, which will be read to this 
convention. The Executive Council 
recommends that the subject matter 
shall be referred to an appropriate com- 
mittee for the purpose of considering 
the appeals. In that way and in that 
way only, in the opinion of the chair, can 
this matter come up before this con- 
vention. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee, in so far as 
it has been read, be adopted. 

Delegate Lewis discussed briefly the 
report of the committee in regard to 
seating the delegate from the Ohio 
State Federation of Labor, and spoke in 
favor of taking up each case separately. 

President Gompers—The Secretary of 
the committee will please read each of 
the cases separately. 

Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
Committee—I have tried to comply with 
the will of the convention as expressed 
by its vote in deciding to separate these 
questions. The portion read, and which 
is now before you, is that portion which 
has to do with recommending that the 
delegates holding credentials from Cen- 
tral labor bodies whose charters have 
been revoked be not seated. 

We have received the credentials of 
John P. Egan, of the Ohio State Federa- 
tion of Labor, whose charter has been 
revoked for non-compliance with Sec- 
tion 1, Article XI, of the constitution 
and of the A. F. of L., which says that 
no Central Labor Union or any other 
central body of delegates shall admit to 
or retain in their counsels delegates 
from any local organization that owes 
its allegiance to any other body, na- 
tional or international, hostile to any 
affiliated organization, or that has been 
suspended or expelled by, or not con- 
nected with, a national or international 
organization of their trade herein 
affiliated. 

President Gompers—The organization 
of which Mr. Egan claims to hold cre- 
dentials has no charter recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
Mr. Egan is not entitled to representa- 
tion in this convention. 


Delegate McKee—We have received 


the credentials of L. O. Pouchet, of the 
Icwa State Federation of Labor, and 
make the same recommendation as in 
the first case. 

President Gompers—The chair makes 
the same ruling in this case. 

Delegate McKee—We have received 
the credentials of John B. Drake, of the 
Birmingham, Ala., Trades Council, and 
make the same recommendation as in 
the first case. 

President Gompers—The chair makes 
the same ruling in this case. 

Delegate McKee—We have received 
the credentials of Henry H Boettger, of 
the Davenport, Ia, Trades and Labor 
Assembly, and make the same recom- 
mendation. 

President Gompers—The chair makes 
the same ruling in this case. 

Delegate McKee— We have received 
the credentials of R. G. Stewart, of the 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Federation of Labor, 
and make the same recommendation. — 

President Gompers—The chair makes 
the same ruling in this case. 

Delegate McKee— We fave received 
the credentials of David Kiely, of the 
Detroit, Mich., Federation of Labor, and 
make the same recommendation. 

President Gompers—The chair makes 
the same ruling in this case. 

Delegate McKee—We have credentials 
for James J. Reid, from Erie, Pa., Cen- 
tral Labor Union. Mr. Reld is a mem- 
ber of the seceding faction of the Elec- 
trical Workers, and we recommend that 
he be not seated as delegate, our recom- 
mendation based on Section 5 of Article 
IV of the constitution of the A. F. of L., 
as follows: 

“No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled, by the American Federation of 

abor, or by any National or Interna- 
tional organization connected with the 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
alty. be allowed representation or recog- 
nition In this Federation or in any cen- 
tral body or National or International 
Union connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating 


this section.” 
The motion to adopt the report of the 


committee was carried. 

Delegate McKee— We huve credentials 
for Ed. McEachern from the Ohio Fed- 
eration of Labor. This organization was 
chartered on October 146, 1909, and is 
therefore not in affillation the required 
period, which is one month, according 
to the constitution of the American Fed- 
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eration of Labor, in order to be entitled 
to representation. We, therefore recom- 
mend that the delegate be seated and be 
entitled to vote when the required period 
of affillation shall have expired, that is, 
on November 16, 1909. 

Delegate Smith (P.)—I move that we 
non-concur in the report of the com- 
mittee. 

President Gompers—The chair will 
make a ruling. At this time the or- 
ganization is not entitled to representa- 
tion. When the time comes when the 
organization is entitled to representa- 
tion, its credentials may be presented 
and considered at that time. It is not 
proper to consider it now. 

President Gompers announced that the 


Committee on Credentials would meet 
in the hall immediately after the ad- 
journment of the session. 

Secretary Morrison—If the unions 
that are in arrears for per capita tax 
will meet the committee at the Secre- 
tary’s room in the Prince George Hotel 
and the per capita tax is paid, it will 
give the committee an opportunity to 
report favorably on their credentials. 

Mrs. McDougal, on behalf of the Local 
Committee for the Entertainment of the 
visiting ladies, presented Mrs. Gompers 
a handsome bunch of chrysanthemums, 
and Mrs. Gompers made suitable ac- 
knowledgement. 

At 12.45 p.m. the convention was ad- 
journed to 2.30 p.m. 





FIRST DAY—Monday Afternoon Session 


The convention was called to order at 
2.30, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES. 


Delegates Ricardo, Kennedy, Kline, 
Bottesill, Conway, Robinson (Herman), 
Fay, Feeney, Rickert, Larger, Landers, 


Smith, Gehring, Price, Frey, Cullen, 
Wilson (J.), Gernon, McGiverin, Tracy, 
Pasavincini, Manlove, Commons, Pratt, 
Huddleston, Milford, Evans (J.), Mc- 
Hugh Gervais, Hawley (F.), Sawyer, 
Evans (G. L.), Hayes (M. S.), Hally, 
Driscoll, McGovern, Swenson, Berger, 
Thompson, Garrett, Tucker, Huggins, 


Buden, Archer, Burkhart, Penna, Mar- 

tin, Anderson, Hawley (G. B.), Roberts. 

Smith, Roderick, McDonnell, Maubray. 
President Gompers announced that 


different arrangements would be made 
at future sessions for seating the dele- 
gates more comfortably in the hall. 

First Vice-President Duncan presided 
while President Gompers, Secretary 
Morrison and Treasurer Lennon read the 
following reports, and at the conclusion 
of each report annonuced that it would 
be referred to the proper committee 
when appointed. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 





TORONTO, CANADA, November 8, 1909. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention, American Federation of Labor : 


FELLOW-WORKERS: Permit me in the name of the great cause of labor and humanity in 
which we have the honor to be enlisted, to welcome you to this twenty-ninth annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor. In this labor movement we gather as the repre- 
sentatives and by direction of our organized fellow-workers, and it is upon the labor movement 
that the toilers and the lovers of human freedom have set their heartsand hopes. They realize 
that the trade union movement of America is the historically developed potential force which 
bears the brunt and scars of battle and which makes sacrifices for right and justice for all, for 
alltime. There is not a wrong against which we fail to protest or seek to remedy; there is not 
a right to which any of our fellows are entitled which it is not our duty, mission, and work and 
struggle to attain. So long as there shall remaina wrong unrighted or a right denied, there 
will be ample work for the labor movement to do. The struggle through the ages has always 
been attended witb brutal tyranny and cruel injustice. Some have always had to suffer that 
the people might obtain some modicum of freedom. The times in which we now live are no 
exception tothat rule. They who are true to their fellows, true to themselves, can not and 
dare not evade the duties and responsibilities which may come from their advocacy of the 
cause of the people. 

Tyranny, exercised by no matter whom or from what source, must be resisted at all 
hazards. The labor movement which is the defender, protector, and promoter of the rights and 
interests of the people must be carried forward, its rapacious, ignorant opponents to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. We should not, and we must not, surrender the rights which we have 
achieved for the toilers; we dare not permit the workers to become the victimsof the tender 
mercies of their exploiters. 

Tho higher manhvod, womanhood, and childhood, a better standard of life which we have 
achieved for America’s toilers, the better concept of human rights and liberties which have 
been secured at such great sacrifices are too precious heritages even to permit them to become 
debatable topics. They are the result of conquests in the struggle; they are ours to maintain 
and perpetuate for unborn generations. 

Meeting in convention as we do for the first time in our history on Canadian soll, may we 
not indulge the hope that there will be brought to the consideration, discussion, and action of 
the work of our convention the very best that is in us, and so shape the course of our movement 
that it will prove of still greater advantage to our fellow-workers and the people generally. 
that we may win not only their respect and confidence, but their full association and 
co-operation? 

The attention of friends and foes is equally attracted to this convention. Let us bring 
hope, comfort, and encouragment to the one; disappointment and dismay to the other. 

Again, in the name of the tollers of our continent and for the success of the aspirations 
of the great cause of humanity and liberty, I bid you welcome. 

The laws and practice of our Federation require that your president shall report to you 
annually, and it has been and is my desire to submit to conventions the matters which are 
most important, requiring attention and action. 

The year which Is Just closed has been fraught with events of transcendent importance, 
and yet I feel that by reason of the many questions with which this convention must deal, as 
wellas my absence from America for some considerable period, the report which I have the 
honor to submit falls far short of that which I hoped I could present. 

There is no limit to the lines of activity in which our movement is engaged for the better- 
ment of the condition of the workers, to attain all rights, and to work for the attainment of 
justice. The interest and the right of anyone of our fellows is the concern of the labor move- 
ment. Tobring ligkt into the homes, hope to the hearts, aspirations to the minds of the 
workers, is the duty and mission of our movement. To make mankind truly free has been the 
dream of philosophers, sorg of the poets, and the struggle of the workers. 
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ORGANIZATION AND GROWTH. 


It is a source of great gratification to be able to report the growth in the trade union 
movement during the past year. From the time of the panic, October, 1907, there were myriads 
of our fellow-workers unemployed, and this necessarily had an injurious influence upon them. 
As a consequence, there was a falling off in membership in many of our organizations. These, 
however, have been regained and additional members enrolled. There can be no doubt but 
that our experience before, during, and since the last panic has fully justified the attitude of 
the American Federation of Labor so stoutly maintained by nearly all workers. The declared 
position of America's workers that wage reductions would be resisted at all hazards, not only 
prevented reductions to any appreciable extent, but also gave courage to the workers to main- 
tain their membership and stand true by organized labor. 

Previous industrial crises were not only prolonged and made acute, but the organiza- 
tions were crushed out of existence or they emerged from these periods with ranks decimated 
and unions disbanded. The period of our last panic was not only shortened, but the wage 
standard practically maintained, and the organizations of labor emerged from them better 
organized and better prepared to defend and promote the rights and interests of the workers. 

It is impossible here to enter into detailed statements. Some other opportunity through 
our official magazine may present itself. 

The present average membership of our affiliated organizations for the year is nearly up 
to the Lighest standard in the history of the Federation. The officers of, one-third of interna- 
tional unions affiliated to our Federation, have made report of an increase over previous years. 
Thirty-four of them reported a net increase of over 80,000 for the past year, while there has been 
a substantial increase in the membership of the local unions formed or revived, attached to the 
international unions or directly affiliated to the American Federation of Labor. The reports 
of the one-third of the organization may be taken as a fair indication of the general growth. 

We issued during the fiscal year 176 certificates of affiliation. Of this number 8 were 
to international unions: the Operative Plasterers’ International Association of the United 
States and Canada, the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, and the International Brotherhood of | 
Pulp, Sulphite, and Paper Mill Workers of the United States and Canada; 2 to departments, 
as follows: Railway Employes’ Department and Union Label Trades Department; 40 to 
central Jabor unions; 2 to state federations, Nebraska and Wyoming; 52 federal labor unions, 
and 77 local trade unions. 

I strongly recommend that every effort be made to organize the yet unorganized workers 
of America. We must not cease our efforts to bring every wage-earner within the beneficent 
fold of unionism, to cultivate the spirit of fraternity and solidarity, that we may go onward 
and forward toa higher, better standard of life for all. 


SUMMARY OF INJUNCTION, CONTEMPT AND APPEALS. 


The injunction proceedings of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company of St. Louis, Mo., of 
which James W. Van Cleave is president, against the American Federation of Labor, resolved 
themselves into two separate cases; one, the original injunction issued by Justice Gould of the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia; the other. the proceedings for contempt brought 
against Vice-President John Mitchell, Secretary Frank Morrison, and myself. Anappenl was 
taken by the American Federation of Labor on both cases. For convenience and an Intelligent 
understanding, a brief summary of the case is here given. 

Owing to the refusal of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, of St. Louis, to continue 
the nine hour workday to the metal polishers in its employ and its discrimination against and 
discharge of eınployes because of their membership in the union, and despite efforts to har- 
monize and adjust the differences existing, the labor organizations in interest of St. Louis 
placed the product of the Buck's Stove and Range Company upon their ‘We Don't Patronize’ 
list. Application was made to the American Federation of Labor at our Minneapolis conven- 
tion, 1906, to endorse the action of the workers particularly interested and place the name of the 
company upon the “We Don't Patronize” list of the American Federation of Labor. 

The matter was referred by the convertion to the Executive Council for the purpose of 
investigation and, if possible,adjustment. The Executive Council entrusted the matter to Vice- 
President Valentine to use his best efforts in the direction indicated. At a subsequent meeting 
ofthe Executive Council Vice-President Valentine reported that he had gone to the limit of 
his opportunities, and definitely ascertained that any effort on his part or on the part of any- 
one else to confer with Mr. Van Cleave upon the subject would be utterly fruitless, and though 
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some of the then employes of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, who might be affected, were 
members of the Iron Molders’ Union of North America, of which Mr. Valentino is president, 
he could not conscientiously interpose any objection to the attitude of the workers and organ- 
izations aggrieved or to the full endorsement of the application of our fellow-workers to place 
the Buck's Stove and Range Company npon the “We Don't Patronise” list of the American 
Federation of Labor. Thereupon, the Executive Council unanimously voted to approve the 
application.‘ 

On December 18, 1907, Mr. Van Cleave, president of the Buck's Stove and Range Company 
of St. Louis, who at the time was also president of the National Association of Manufacturers, 
obtained from Justice Gould, of the District of Columbia, an injunction against the American 
Federation of Labor, the members of the Executive Council, both officially and individually, 
the officers and members of local and international unions affiliated to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, its agents, friends, sympathizers, or counsel, forbidding them in any way to 
publish, print, write, verbally or orally communicate the fact that the Buck's Stove and Range 
Company was unfair to or had any dispute with organized labor, or that it was ‘“‘boycotted” by 
organized labor. The injunction prohibited the publication of the company's name upon the 
“We Don't Patronize” list of the American Federation of Labor, directly or indirectly, and all 
were forbidden to state, declare, or say that there existed or had been any dispute or difference 
of any kind between the company, the American Federation of Labor or any of its affiliated 
organizations in any manner whatsoever. 

Hearing was had before the temporary injunction was issued by Justice Gould. He 
declined later to modify it or to explain its terms. On December 18th the court issued the 
temporary injunction, it becoming effective December 23d when the Buck's Stove and Range 
Company filed its bond, approved by the court. The temporary injunction was made permanent 
March 2%, 1908, by Justice Clabaugh of the same court. 

Upon the authority of the Norfolk Convention of the American Federation of Labor ap 
appeal from the injunction was taken to the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, our 
main contention being that the terms of the injunction were in violation of fundamental con- 
stitutional rights and guarantees, and that it was, therefore, invalid and void. While this 
appeal was pending before the court, so hasty and vindictive was Mr. James W. Van Cleave. 
of the Buck's Stove and Range Company, that he petitioned the court which issued the injunc- 
tion toadjudge Vice-President John Mitchell, Secretary Morrison, and myself guilty of con- 
tempt of court and to require us to show cause why we should not be punished therefor. We 
were harassed for months, our counsel and witnesses being required to travel throughout large 
sections of the country to take testimony. Days upon days were consumed in the examina- 
tion of Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison, and myself at Washington. Practically the history of the 
American Federation of Labor, printed, written or unpublished, was made part of the testi- 
mony. 

The court heard argument of counsel on both sides as to whether the defendants, Mitchell, 
Morrison, and I, were guilty of contempt of court. And while the appeal on the original in- 
Junction was pending, Justice Wright on December 3, 1908, adjudged us guilty of contempt of 
court and imposed a sentence of six months, nine months, and one year’s imprisonment 
respectively upon “Morrison, Mitchell, and Gompers.” 

This passing comment appears apropos. It is that an unprejudiced, impartial judge 
might wellhave deferred a decision in a contempt case alleging violation of an injunction 
while an appeal upon the validity of the injunction itself was pending and was being con- 
sidered for decision by a higher court, and further, that the unprecedented sentences imposed 
were entirely in conflict with the spirit and plain provision of the constitution as being cruel 
and unusual. 

The language and manner of Justice Wright in delivering his opinion upon the guilt of 
the men charged with disobeying the terms of the injunction, the fact that he had given his 
opinion, or permitted it to be given, out in advance, the whole mockery and formality of ask- 
ing us whether we had any reasons to assign why sentence should not be pronounced, when he 
had determined on the sentences in advance; all these, as wellas the matter and manner of 
the arrangement for the scene and the delivery of the opinion and sentence indicated the 
unfitness of the man to wear the judicial robe and occupy the judicial position. 

What are the offenses for which Mitchell, Morrison, and ] are sentenced to long months 
of imprisonment, and the ignominy of being classified as criminals? We have dared to defend 
our constitutional rights as men nnd us citizens. despite the injunction of a court which sought 
to invade the rights of free speech and free press secured to the Anglo-Saxon people centuries 
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ago by Magna Charta and clinched by the adoption of the first amendment to the constitution 
of the United States. 

And what, after all, are the grounds upon which Justice Wright held the defendants guilty 
of violation of the termsof the inJunction? When the Injunction was issuedand went into effect, 
both temporary and permanent, we proposed to test ths principles involved before the estab- 
lished legal tribunals. By instruction of and with authority from the Executive Council the 
name of the Buck's Stove and Range Company was removed from the ‘We Don’t Patronize” 
list in the American Federationist. 

Vice-President Mitchell, it was alleged, violated the injunction by allowing certain acts 
to be performed by the officers of the American Federation of Labor, and also, that while pre- 
siding at a convention of the United Mine Workers of America, a resolution, regularly intro- 
duced by & delegate, calling upon the members of that organization not to bestow their patron- 
aga upon the product of the Buck's Stove and Range Company was submitted by Mr. Mitchell 
to the delegates for a vote. 

Secretary Morrison was charged substantially with having violated the terms of the 
injunction in so far as that be sent, or caused to be sent out copies of the printed official pro- 
ceedings of the previous convention of the American Federation of Labor containing officers‘ 
and committee reports and resolutions of the convention relative to the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Company's injunction and copies of the American Federationist containing similar 
references, circulars, appeals for funds, and editorials written by me on the injunction abuse. 

The allegations charging me with violating the terms of the injunction were that I did, 
or authorized, or directed to be done, these things; because, by authority of the convention 
and of the Executive Council I sent to our fellow-workers and friends an appeal for funds in 
order that we might be in a position to defend ourselves before the courts in the very injunc- 
tion case involved; because in lectures and on the public platform, during the Presidential 
campaign I made addresses to the people giving the reasons for the vote asa citizen I was to 
cast at the then pending Presidential election, and because I dared editorially to discuss the 
fundamental principles involved, not only in the injunction pending but the entire abuse of 
the injunction writ. Aye, because I published inthe American Federationist the order of the 
court to show cause why we should not be punished for contempt of the injunction was made 
part of the testimony upon which Justice Wright deemed it important to hold me guilty. 

Immediately after Justice Wright declared us guilty of contempt of the injunction and 
imposed the sentences, notice of appeal wa3 given and bonds furnished in the following sums: 
Gompers, $5,000; Mitchell, $4,000, and Morrison, $3,000, for our appearance before the court at any 
time when called upon. 

On March 11, 1900—that is, nearly four months after Justice Wright imposed these sentences 
for alleged contempt of the inJunction—the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia handed 
down its decision upon our appeal in the original injunction. That court greatly modified the 
terms of the injunction, holding that no publication could be forbidden except in furtherance 
of ‘a ‘“conspiracy ’ to boycott. 

The injunction as modified and affirmed by the court fs as follows: 


“It is adjudged, ordered and decreed that the defendrnts. Samuel Gompers, Frank 
Morrison, John B. Lennon, James Duncan, John Mitchell, James O'Connell, Max Morıis. Denis 
A. Hayes, Daniel J. Keefe, William D. Huber, Joseph F. Valentine, Rodney L. Thixton, Clinton 
O. Buckingham, Herman C. Poppe, Arthur J. Williams, Samuel R. Cooperand Kdward L. Hick- 
man, individually and as representatives of the American Federation of Labor, their and each 
of their agents, servants and confederates, be, and they hereby are, perpetually restrained and 
enjoined from conspiring or combining to boycott the business or product of ccmplainant. and 
from threatening or declaring any boycott against said business or product, and from abetting 
aiding or assisting in any such boycott, and from directly or indirectly threatening. coercing 
or intimidating any person or persons whomsoever from buying, selling or otherwise dealing 
in complainant's product, and from printing the complainant, its business or product in the 
‘We Don’t Patronize’ or ‘Unfair’ list of defendants in furtherance of any boycott against 
complainant’s business or product, and from referring, either in print or otherwise, to com- 
plainant. its business or product, as in said ‘We Don’t Patronize’ or ‘Unfair’ list in further- 
ance of any such boycott. 

“The costs of this appeal are equally divided between appellants and appellee. 

“Modified and affirmed.” 


The court which handed down this “modified and affirmed” decision is composed of three 
judges, each of whom delivered different opinions. One justice who concurred in the conclu- 
sion gave different reasons. It is difficult to rend Justice Van Orsdel's concurring opinion 
and reconcile it with his conclusion to affirm the injunction even in modified form. Chief 
Justice Shepard dissented from the conclusion of the court. 

J urge upon every wage-earner and every one interested in the discussion of great rights 
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and principles involved to read the decision and opinions of the justices rendered in this case. 
The opinions and decision were published in the April, 1900, issue of the American Federationist. 

The Court of Appeals did not take any original testimony in the case, and I am justified 
in saying that the judges were somewhat in error in their estimate of the actual facts in rela- 
tion to the boycott of the Buck's Stove and Range Company. This is understandable from the 
fact that the American Federation of Labor at no time entered a detailed defense to the allega- 
tions of the Bucks’ Stove and Range Company, although the charges were untrue in many 
important particulars. 

On account of the fundamental issues of free press and free speech, which were involved 
in the original injunction, we preferred to stand upon the unconstitutionality of the injunction 
rather than obscure this great issue by going into the details of the original trouble with 
the Bucks’ Stove and Range Company. 

Judge*’Wright’s prejudiced and misleading extracts from the original testimony, and his 
ignoring of testimony, also tended still further to becloud the facts. 

The Court of Appeals said, that the only reason the publication of the Bucka’ Stove and 
Range Company was enjoined from appearing on the "We Don’t Patronize” list was because 
they believed that a “conspiracy” to boycott had been entered into and that “threats,” intimi- 
dation and coercion had been used on innocent third parties. On this wrong assumption the 
modified injunction was affirmed. \ 

It was regrettable that the court should have been so in error as to the facts of the boycott. 

Even if we had been guilty of unlawful conspiracy and coercion and intimidation—which 
we were not—surely there should be some more adequate punishment than by a process of 
injunction. In fact, existing laws do provide greater punishments for these offenses, and we 
respectfully submit that if we are guilty of them we should be tried by the due process of law 
before a jury of our peers and if found guilty punished as the law provides, rather than be 
subjected to the caprice of a Judge who solely determines the sufficiency of the charge, the 
guilt of the defendant and who imposes punishment as his whim may prompt. 

It was tothe Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, the personnel of which has 
undergone nochange since the rendering of the opinion modifying the injunction, that the 
appeal in the contempt proceedings was made. The argument upon the appeal against 
the sentences imposed by Justice Wright was made April 19-20, 1000, Hon. Alton B. Parker 
and Hon. J. H. Ralston making the arguments in labor's behalf. 

It may be interesting to know that Justice Wright assessed “Gompers, Mitchell, and Mor- 
rison” in the sum of $1,500 as costs of the injunction proceedings against them. From this 
decree an appeal is also pending. 


FREE SPEECH—FREE PRESS. 


In the whole history of our movement no greater struggle has taken place than that for 
the preservation and the maintenance of the right of free press and free speech. As you well 
know, this arose under the injunction proceedings and court decisions in the case of the Buck's 
Stove and Range Company against the American Federation of Labor, December, 1907. 

The technicalities of the case were soon lost sight of in the battle to preserve the great 
principles of human liberty which were involved. 

The people of our country have with the men of Jabor made it clear to the whole world 
that no curtailment of the rights of free press and free speech will be tolerated. 

The herculean efforts of the men of labor to arouse the people of the country to a realiza- 
tion of the danger which threatens our constitutional liberties will go down in the annals of 
history as one of the great crusades forthe maintenance and advancement of human rights. 

A complete summary of the case in all its technical and legal detail will form a portion of 
this report, so that it may be available as a historical record. 

At the time I made my report tothe convention last year, John Mitchell, Frank Morrison, 
and I had been cited to appear before the court and show cause why we should not be punished 
for contempt of the injunction because we had continued to exercise the rights of free press 
and free speech after they had been enjoined and forbidden by the Buck's Stove and Range 
Company's injunction issued by Justice Gould of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

It isa matter of history and of common knowledge that on December 23, 1908, Justice 
Wright sentenced “Samuel Gompers, John Mitchell, and Frank Morrison" to one year, nine 
months, and six months imprisonment respectively for alleged violation of the injunction and 
that tho decision accompanying the sentence was most virulent and!unjust In its terms, 

It is alsoa matter of the history of this year that the Court of Appeals of the District ot 
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Columbia, in May, 1%09,\upon our appeal, rendered a decision modifying the terms of the original 
injunction. 

This decision was fully discussed in the American Federattontst, April, 1909, and as the 
limits of this report will not permit a full review of the editorial opinions there expressed 
it isto be hoped that all those who are interested in the preservation of our liberties will 
familiarize themselves with this and other editorial] matter in relation to this case which has 
been published in the American Federationist since the injunction was obtained by the 
Buck's Stove and Range Company. 

Through efforts of our officers and members, through our own magazine the American 
Federationist, and through the labor press, through the great mass meetings and public 
speeches which voiced our protest there was kindled throughout the country among all the 
people the spirit of liberty, the spirit of patriotism, the spirit of protest which’ demands that 
there shall be no tampering with our constitutional liberties by the courts, whether under 
the guise of injunction order or of prejudiced judicial decree and sentence. 

I say advisedly that the whole people of our country are aroused to the seriousness of 
the situation. They realize that this attack upon free press and free speech among the workers 
is only the insidious beginning of the entire withdrawal of those rights from the whole people 
whenever it might suit the plans of those who desire to profit by injustice and tyranny. 

The response of the masses of the people to the campaign of the American Federation of 
Labor for the preservation of constitutional rights shows how thoroughly our labor movement 
is in harmony with the spirit of liberty and the love of justice and right which makes a nation 
great. 

The struggle is far from ended. Eternal vigilance ever was and always will be the price 
of the liberties of a people. 

Let no one doubt my great respect for the judiciary of our country; I have confidence in 
their integrity, no matter what their decision, still they are human beings and as such liable to 
err. I say this with respect not only to the three justices of the District Court of Appeals, but 
with reference to the judiciary generally. 


COURT OF APPEALS’ DECISION. 


It was generally expected that the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia would 
hand down its decision early in October, 1900. Indeed, it was to meet the issue, whatever it 
might be, that I was careful to be within the jurisdiction of the court when the decision would 
be handed down. The decision was rendered Tuesday, November 2d—that is, on Election Day 
throughout the country. The court stood two to one in affirming Justice Wright’s decision 
and sentences of one year, nine months, and six months’ imprisonment for “‘Gompers, Mitchell, 
and Morrison,” respectively, on the ground that they had violated the terms of Justice Gould's 
injunction. Chief Justice Shepard dissented from the decision and opinion of the court, and 
declared that Justice Wright's decision and sentences should be reversed, on the ground that he 
issued an order entirely beyond the power vested in him, and that the order was therefore void. 

Concretely stated, the decision of the court leclares that no matter wbether the injunc- 
tion of Justice Gould was right or wrong, valid or void, we were compelled toobey. Against 
that concept, at least for myself, I enter a most emphatic protest. Whena judge so far tran- 
scends his authority, and assumes functions entirely beyond his power and jurisdiction, when 
a judge will set himself up as the highest authority in the land, invading constitutionally guar- 
anteed rights of citizens, when a judge will go so far in opinion, decision, and action, that even 
judges of the Court of Appeals have felt called upon to characterize his action “unwarranted” 
and “foolish,” under such circumstances it is the duty of the citizen to refuse obedience and to 
take whatever consequences may ensue. 

it is common knowledge that a judge has issued an injunction against municipal 
officers enjoining them from performing their duties in the enactment of laws. Assume 
that a judge will so far forget himself as to issue an injunction prohibiting a legislature, 
or Coneress itself, from enacting laws. Will it be contended that obedience must follow? 
Let a judge issue an injunction enjoining the President of the United States from performing 
the duties of his office. Does it follow that the Chief Executive of our nation must yield obedi- 
ence, and perhaps thereby failto perform the duties of his great office. to the injury of the 
people of the country? Were the matter involved merely material, or of such a character that 
time would not destroy, the situation would be vastly different. All realize that for the orderly 
continuance and development of civilized society, obedience to the orders of the court is neces- 
sary, and to that there would be no dissenting voice. 
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I repeat and emphasize this fact, that the doctrine that the citizen must yield obedience to 
every order of the court, notwithstanding that order transcends inherent, natural, human 
rights guaranteed by the constitution of our country, is vicious and repugnant to liberty and 
human freedom, and that it is the duty, the imperative duty, to protest. 

The history of the human race has been full of tyranny and the denial to the people of 
the right of expressing freely by speech or in the press their opinions. After our people estab- 
lished a government they recalled that they had omitted to safeguard this vital right in 
framing our constitution. Therefore, the first amendment to that instrument was that guar- 
anteeing the right of freedom of speech and press. 

That means something. We do not need this right to please those entrusted with the 
authority of government. Free pressand free speech were guaranteed that men might feel 
free tosay things that displeased. Demand for reform coming from the people is generally 
distasteful to those entrenched in power and privilege. 

It was not necessary that we be given the privilege for the purpose of singing the praises 
of the powers that be. No Russian needs constitutional guarantee of the right to sing the 
praises of the Czar. 

We must have the right to freely speak and print for the wrongs that need resistance and 
the cause that needs assistance. 

There is no persecution, no injustice, to a great movement but if met in the right spirit 
bears its harvest of good. In this case the tremendous popular indignation at the attempt to 
abolish the right of free press and free speech brings our union members into closer relations 
and more in sympathy with each other throughout the country, and, more than that, it 
brings to the attention of the people as a whole the noble aspirations and the splendid 
ach levements of the labor movement in behalf of right, justice, and humanity. 

Out of this attempt to seal the lips of the men of labor I believe will come good. 

We know that the people of our country and the labor movement will be found united in 
patriotic protest (against any curtailment of the liberties for which our forefathers struggled 
in order that we might be free. 

We have come too far in the march of human progress for any set of influences to drive 
us back into slavery. 

I see a silver lining to the clouds and a bright star of hope in the heavens, and I see ulti- 
mately the spirit of humanity, justice, and the brotherhood of man obtaining in the minds 
and hearts of the people of the country. Like Jefferson, I am willing to trust the people, and 
I have acertainty of their final triumph. 


LEGISLATION-ANTI-TRUST LAW-INJUNCTION. 


Congress has thus far failed to pass any amendment to the Sherman Anti-Trust Law 
relieving the labor organizations from the operations of that law as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the suit of Loewe & Co., hat manufacturers of Danbury, Conn., 
against the United Hatters of North America for threefold damages claimed by Loewe-that 
18, $240,000. Though it is true that since this decision has been rendered but few suits have been 
instituted against organized labor under the provisions of the new interpretation placed upon 
the law, yet it is also true that every labor organization and every individual member of the 
organization are menaced by the present status. 

Now any action taken by our voluntary organizations cf labor for the protection and the 
furtherance of the interests of the workers makes them amenable to the law with its penalties 
of imprisonment and tbreefold damages which anyone may allege he has suffered by reason of 
a strike by men withholding their labor from employers or their patronage from business 
men. 

There are different contentions as to what Congress had in mind when the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law was enacted. From the assurances given the representatives of laborand the dec- 
larations made upon the floor of Congress at the time when the bill, now a law, was under 
consideraticn, the workers were justified in believing that the Sherman Anti-Trust Law was 
the result of on aroused indignation among the people against the combinations of great cor- 
porations which prey upon the public. And that. as the very title of the. bill conveys itisalaw 
contemplated to reach, regulate, and deal with the trusts whose operations are not with labor, 
but with the products of labor; that as the organizations of the working people concerned 
themselves, not with the labor products, but with human beings, the law ought not and could 
not properly have application to them. But the Supreme Court of the United States has de- 
cided that the law applies to the workers’ organizations instituted for theirown physical and 
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moral protection and advancement, and from that decision there is but one appeal—to the 
people of our country. 

The Sherman Anti-Trust Law is not what it is now superficially supposed to be, but is, 
indeed, a re-establishment of the oldest !aws proclaimed by tyrants more than a thousand 
years ago, laws which had for their effect the prohibition of associations and organizations of 
the people of whatsoever kind. 

The Sherman Anti-Trust Law, as it now exists, may more appropriately be styled an anti- 
coalition law. Under the anti-coalition laws of the dim, distant past every association or 
organization of the people was disrupted and disbanded; their liberties were destroyed, and 
ignorance, darkness, misery, and demoralization enveloped the people for a thousand years; 
a period when the arts, the sciences, industry, and progress were strangled and inanimate, 
when but one in every five hundred of the people could either read or write. 

Take away the right and opportunity of the workers, the masses of the people, to associ- 
ate themselves for their common protection against oppression, whether by king or industrial 
potentate; curb the power of the workers, the people, for effective protest, and & new era of 
blighted life will have been inaugurated. Against the possibility of such a condition of affairs 
America’s workers must not only protest, but they must make that protest effective and 
complete. 

There is no factor in all our public life so potent to maintain and perpetuate the liberties 
of the people as a well organized movement of the workers. 

In all times and under all forms of government wherever slavery existed, the workers 
were the slave class. Other portions of society may have been deprived of rights and liberties, 
but only in degree and in proportion as the workers were driven into the forms of slavery. 
And particularly under modern industrial conditions with wealth concentration, if from the 
workers is filched by government the right to associate peacefully and voluntarily and in their 
association and organization to exercise the natural, normal functions of such organizations 
to protect their rights and interests against greed, avarice, and overbearing tyranny, then the 
first elements of slavery have been injected into our lives and future. 

The rights and the liberties of the people have never been, and will never be, taken from 
them with one fell swoop. Oppressors are more adroit. The invasion of rights is gradual, 
and by specious assurances the people are often lulled into a fancied security only to find 
themselves enmeshed, circumscribed and almost crushed, requiring ages of struggle and 
travail for their awakening and their rehabilitation. 

Today our wage-workers’ organizations existence legally considered is by the sufferance 
of the powers that be. Such a condition of affairs is intolerable. 

It has been, and is, the aim of the American labor movement to be in fullest accord with 
the American concept of gradual,rational progress and devolopment, and by natural evolution- 
ary process peacefully to work out labor's emancipation. For one, I feel assured that we shall 
secure both by law and by the public conscience the full lawful right to carry on the work and 
the necessary functions of our organizations as time, industry,and conditions afford. Of one 
fact Iam fully persuaded and have no hesitancy in asserting; it is that the labor organizations 
of America will live, be maintained, grow, toil, and struggle for the amelioration of the condi- 
tions of the workers, the improvement of their standard of life and citizenship, and to work 
out their salvation for a higher and better manhood, womanhood, and childhood, all the bitter 
antagonistic elements to them tothe contrary notwithstanding. Rapacity, greed, tyranny,and 
ignorance can not and will not subjugate or enslave America’s workers. 

In order that all the blessings of civilization may keep pace with industrial development 
the tollers of the United States have repeatedly urged Congress and the State legislative bodies 
to grant certain specific remedial economic reforms which the tollersare unable to obtain in 
any other way, than by legislation at the hands of the representatives of the people. 

If the wage-earners could have obtained these reforms through the regular channels of 
economic force as expressed in their trade organizations or in any other way by their own 
efforts, relief and protection would have been successfully secured years ago. 

. In response to the instructions of the Norfolk and Denver conventions legislative meas- 
ures were presented to the ®th Congress, asking for relief from the exactions of the so-called 
Sherman Anti-Trust Law, but that Congress adjourned without daring toassert its own power, 
even after an overwhelming majority of its members had individually pledged themselves in 
favor of the measure, which after much deliberation was prepared and which was introduced 
by the Hon. William B. Wilson, member of the United Mine Workers, and representative of 
the 15th Congressional] District of Pennsylvania. That bill, known as H. R. 20684, did not ask for, 
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nor would it have added, any special privilege to laborers’or farmers’ organizations. There 
was no semblance of class legislation in this proposed measure when fairly and honestly ana- 
lyzed. Its purpose was and is to carry out the premeditated and emphatically expressed intent 
of the framers of the original Sherman Anti-Trust Law. The mental giants who debated that 
measure In its course through the United States Senate were better informed in modern eco- 
nomics than to confuse property rights with human rights, and they almost unanimously agreed 
that no court in the land would ever construe a law designed to curb grad-grinds and money- 
mongers into a scheme to persecute the wealth producers, the bread winners of the nation. 

When the representative government of the United States was demanded by the colonists 
and established, it had for its basis the government of, by and for the people, they having their 
respective property and property rights. In its very concept and declaration of independence, 
it placed first, and recognized, man above the products of man. It had for its purpose the 
affirmation and maintenance for all time of the rights of living, breathing, liberty-loving man. 
The decision of the United States Supreme Court has affirmed that in the law as it now stands, 
there is no distinction between the combinations formed for the manipulation, control, and sale 
of the products of human labor and the voluntary organizations of the working people formed 
for the protection and advancement of the physical, material, moral, and social welfare of the 
masses of the people. 

it would seem that the Congress of the United States, the representatives;of the people, 
would have afforded the relief from the onerous conditions brought about by the Supreme 
Court decision. If the 60th Congress had possessed in the slightest degree the conception of its 
duties, if it had observed the commonest rules of legislative independence and the simplest meth- 
ods of self-assertive honesty, it would not have permitted the first session to dally its time away 
while one man (Mr. Charles E. Littlefield) went through the questionable farce of ‘‘subcom- 
mittee hearings” on the merits and demerits of the Wilson Bill. When that gentleman became 
thoroughly saturated with the grim humor of his transparent hold-up scheme, he resigned 
hia seat in the House in the middle of the term without sufficient respect for the Judiciary 
Committee, which he was presumed to represent, even to make a formal report to it. Inthe 
second session of the Oth Congress, Mr. Charles Q. Tirrell, of the Fourth Massachusetts Con- 
gressional District, who succeeded Mr. Littlefield as chairman of the subcommittee of the 
Judiciary Committee, having charge of such measures, played a game of battledore and 
shuttlecock with Mr. John L. Jenkins, chairman of the full committee. Together they con- 
trived so to shift the responsibility (under the plausible guise of parliamentary courtesy), that 
they effectively denied your Executive Council and myself an opportunity to make a brief 
statement in order to have a complete record on the subject in the printed hearings before the 
committee. 

For full details concerning this peculiar parliamentary transaction, I refer you to the 
Legislative Committee's report on page 875, American Federationist for April, 1900, and I urge 
every delegate and all others interested to again read it and bring it to the attention of every 
organization and every citizen of every congressional constituency. In connection therewith 
should be read the report of Labor's Legislative Committee published in the August, 1908, issue 
of the American Federationist under the heading “Congress and Labor.” 

This illustration is a glaring example of how to avoid duty and responsibility, and is 
merely one Instance of the subserviency of Congress to the absolute will of its dictator, Speaker 
Cannon. He is the potential instrument of every predatory interest that infests the halls of 
Congress, whose tactics are and whose motto should read: ‘‘They shall take who have the 
power, and they shall keep who can.” 

In connection with the present status of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, the Executive 
Council had an extended conference with the President of the United States and had the 
opportunity of fully discussing the subject with him. He freely expressed his judgment that 
the law required change, particularly for definiteness to accomplish the purposes for which 
the law was enacted, and he suggested that he would be pleased to confer later with any repre- 
sentative of the Executive Council and also with Judge Parker, ourattorney. Later, by direction 
of the Executive Council, I had an extended interview with the President and the subject- 
matter was again discussed. Then I hed an interview with Judge Parker, and conveyed to him 
the President's suggestion, to which he gladly assented. The following letter in connection 
with the matter is of interest: 

* BLACKPOOL, ENGLAND, July 1, 1909. 
To the Honorable WILLIAM H. Tarr 


President of the United States, Washington, D. C., U. 8. A. 


Sim: When I had the honor of an interview with you in Washington, in June, you sug- 
gested that when you had discussed with the members of your Cabinet the subject of the 
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amendment of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, and particularly in reference to its present 
application to the labor organizations, that a conference with the Honorable Alton B. Parker 
would be agreeable to you. 

I left Washington within two days after our interview for New York, and brought the 
matter to Judge Parker's attention. He expressed himself as in entire accord with the sug- 
gestion, and authorized me to say that he would be glad to call upon you at any time and place 
when so advised by you. 

The few days I had in New York prior tomy departure for this side of the Atlantic on 
June 19th were so taken up by a meeting of the Executive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, that I could not get to write to you in regard to this matter. Then, again, I was aware 
that there existed no necessity for immediate haste. I take great pleasure, however, in com- 
municating the above to you at this, my earliest opportunity. I have the honor to remain, 

ours very respectfully, SAMUBL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor.” 


A copy of this letter was sent to Judge Parker. Though the interview has thus far not 
taken place there is no doubt that it will in the very near future. 


INJUNCTIONS. 


We asked the 60th Congress for relief from the abuse and misuse of the writ of injunction; 
we asked for a restoration of the ancient and cherished right of a trial by jury. so that the 
people may be safeguarded from the absolutism of judicial tyranny; but in spite of all hitherto 
accepted rules of procedure and of evidence, one man,a judge, presiding in an equity court 
may disregard all such established methods and absolutely set his own opinion as a finality, in 
spite of the fact that no written statute in this or any other land grants him such extraordi- 
nary authority. 

Instead of the beneficent injunction writ being a safeguard of human liberty as it was 
originally intended, it has been so wilfully perverted that it has been made an instrument of 
coercion and tyranny and is wielded for the sole purpose of those who not only possess wealth 
but arrogate power never legally granted or intended in order to hold and keep the men of 
labor and the masses of the people in awe and subjection. 

The American people have fondly nursed the sentiment in their hearts that the govern- 
ment of our Republic was founded upon the inherent principles of Justice and right, and that 
these righteous principles are adhered to by their representatives; but such chicanery as this 
record shows should arouse every citizen in the land toa sufficient sense of the danger that 
threatens the very life of a free government that a renewed public energy and vigilance should 
and must be exerted to correct existing evils. 

To do this the American Federation of Labor and all its members should bend their efforts 
and take the lead. No men are more loyal to the fundamental institutions of our Republic or 
more jealous of their maintenance than those who are enrolled in the American labor move- 
ment; to foster and spread the growth of intelligence, to instill character, to improve and ele- 
vate the general standard of life among all our people, to cultivate a sterling manhood and self- 
reliant spirit, and to establish a recognition of the interdependence of one man with his fellows 
are some of the praiseworthy purposes of our unions, and we have faith that all liberty-loving, 
clean-thinking American citizens will not only extend us their sympathy but will in every 
honorable and lawful way possible, actively assist us in securing these justifiable and commend- 
able results. 

The congressional record heretofore given on the Wilson Bill, H. R. 20,584, for the purpose 
of restoring to the workers the rights which were so summarily taken from them by the United 
States Supreme Court is so identical to that on the Pearre Anti-Injunction Bill, H. R. 9, that 
it would be tedious to repeat it, but a word on another phase of the situation is very essential 
as a warning to many of our zealous members, especially those of our members who are officials 
in central labor unions, state federations, or national and international organizations. 

During the life of the 60th Congress it almost became a fad to introduce a bill, ostensibly 
to regulate the issuance of injunctions and restraining orders, limiting the meaning of “con- 
spiracy’ in certain cases, authorizing the right of trial by jury in contempt cases, direct or 
indirect, change of venue, etc., etc. 

The number of such bills introduced was legion; they became so numerous, in fact, that 
our legislative committee dubbed them “life savers.’ They were invariably introduced by 
members for the purpose of popularity among their constituents, who are members of labor 
organizations and others whose love of justice is still alive. In a few cases there was a spas- 
modic effort by the member introducing it to make it appear there was going to be some 
genuine consideration given it; but in the majority of instances such bills were merely 
introduced and printed copies franked to constituents at home—for a purpose. 
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There were other instances where members, usually first-termers, drafted an “anti- 
injunction bill’ and endorsements from the organizations in their district were solicited 
purely on the strength of the title of the bill and not because of the merits or efficiency of the 
bill itself. 

These tactics are already in evidence preparatory to the regular session of the 6lst Con 
gress, and it is a fact that already some of these spurious drafts of so-called “anti-injunction 
bills” have been unsuspectingly favored by certain organizations. Toallof such I strongly 
advise that no endorsements be given to any bill “anci-injunction,” or other subject affecting 
vital fundamental rights and principles unless it has been given the approval! of the American 
Federation of Labor, or, in the interim of conventions, the Executive Council. A word to the 
wise should be sufficient. 

Congressman Wilson, of Pennsylvania, has introduced a bill, H. R. 8068, which has been 
approved by the Executive Council and which clearly covers the issues we are making. 

During the last year it has been observed that the agitation against the wilful misuse of 
injunction orders in labor disputes is bearing fruit. , 

In August, Judge Baker of the United States Circuit Court in Indiana refused to grant a 
petition made by the American Sheet and Tin Piste Company against the Amalgamated 
Association of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers. Another Judge in Newcastle, Pa., refused to 
enjoin picketing and peaceable persuasion on petition of the samecompany. Evenin Judge 
Alston G. Dayton’s United States Circuit Court of West Virginia, there isa tendency to be less 
sweeping, and he does not draw the line on “inducing or persuading” as on former occasions. 

In state courts there is a noticeable reluctance to go to the extremes they formerly 
did. What must be most vigilantly guarded against now is the legalizing of the injunction 
process in industrial disputes when they would not be issued where no industrial dispute 
existed. Labor men must now more than ever be alert and ever active and absolutely loyal to 
their own best Interests, ~ 

With regard to the other subjects of legislation considered by the Denver Convention, the 
legislative committee made its report which was duly published in the April issue of the 
American Federationist. I commend it to your careful consideration. It is advisable, however, 
to make additional special reference to some of the subjects in which we are particularly 
interested. 

EIGHT HOUR BILL. 


Many strenuous efforts have been made to obtain an amendment to the Federal Eight 
Hour Law so as to extend its beneficent provisions to all government employes and employes 
of contractors and subcontractors doing work for or on behalf of the government. 

This subject was an interminable one In the House Committee on Labor during the first ses- 
sion of the 60th Congressand a bulky volume of the hearings was duly recorded. The responsible 
members of the party responsibie for legislation or the lack of it again availed themselves of 
dilatory tactics, and instead of meeting the issue squarely by reporting it favorably or adversely 
and getting it before the House. they resorted to the much abused question of “ constitution- 
ality,” and referred the bill with the hearings to a subcommittee of lawyers for their “con- 
stitutional opinions,’* but Inasmuch as the 60th Congress expired, the committee can never 
receive the “opinion of its defunct subcommittee. The constituents of Mr. Haskins, a mem- 
wr of the subcommittee, regarded his services so highly that they preferred to keep him home, 
and the world may never know the acumen of this gentleman's insight on the constitutionality 
of an eight hour law. 

Some considerable argument was made by attorneys for the interests against the bill 
because of its possible “Iimitation of output.” In the examination of the United States Census 
Statistics I find by a careful analysis that In the year 180 the average per capita production of 
wealth in the manufacturing industries of the United States was $1.064 and fifty years later 
in 1000 it had increased to 82.4561 or an increase in production of 180 per cent. In 180 the 
average annual wage in the same industries was $247, or an equivalent of 2.21 per cent of 
the product. Fifty years later in 1000 wages had risen to $437, an increase of only 77 per 
cent in wages as against 130 per cent incrense In production. 

No more conclusive argument can be made in behalf of the need of an eight hour day than 
these cold blooded but eloquent figures, coupled with the astounding fact that in industries 
like the building trades and others where the eight hour day has prevailed for some years the 
wages have increased from 3 to 100 per cent. 

With the complete spectalization of labor and the enormous increase in production, the 
wage-earner should by every logical reason reap the benefits of iabor-saving machines and 
labor-saving systems so he could participate in the industrial progress and the blessings of 
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civilization with fewer hours of daily toiland more hours for leisure and opportunities for 
recuperation, study, and reflection to better fit the workers for the highestithought and activity 
of citizenship. 

We should press the demands for a bill for an eight hour day to cover the fleld here described 
and hasten the time when the long, unnecessary and uneconomic 10 hour day will have forever 
passed inour wonderfully productive work shops, bearing ever in mind that “reducing the 
hours increases the pay,” adds longer and happier years to life, reduces disease, and is a never 
failing preventative or cure for the great white plague. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY AND AUTOMATIC COMPENSATION LAWS. 


This important problem is now receiving serious and careful attention. The workers have 
contended for it for a long period of time, but in the recent past many other thoughtful persons 
have given this subject aspecial study, and, from the many sympathetic utterances which now 
reach me, show an active consideration. I am hopeful that legislation of this charz.cter will 
soon take a uniform and definite character. 

The old fallacies like “assumption of risk,” “contributory negligence,” “fellow servant” 
responsibility, and recognition by courts of the validity of ‘“‘waiving rights” in order to obtain 
employment, are fast becoming obnoxious to right-thinking men, and instead of the wage- 
earner and his family being compelled to endure all the mental and financial, as well as the 
physical, suffering due to accidents in industry, it is now becoming more acceptable to the 
minds of those who would conserve the interests of the working forces as the pre-eminent and 
most logical of all public questions, that the industry should bear the financial burden of acci 
dents to the human factor, exactly as it does now to the mechanical accidents, or accidents 
through natural elements. 

This view of the subject is becoming so pronounced that the conviction is fast growing 
that there should be speedily enacted uniform laws by our states for intra-state employments 
together with a comprehensive federal statute covering all interstate and foreign commerce 
that will provide for, and guarantee to, those whoare injured during employment an auto- 
matic compensation for accidents instead of undertaking expensive and wearisome litigation 
before the courts to recover damages. 

This plan has become almost universal in European countries, so much so that the last 
President felt so keenly on the subject that he practically rebuked Congress because of the 
inhuman conditions tolerated in the United States and its multiplicity of industries. 

It has become an additional source of gratification to have so many inquiries made as to 
our definite position on this phase of the solution of the problem, and for the purpose of aiding 
the convention to formulate a plan of action that may be generally supported in the Federal 
Congress and the various state legislatures, and all of a uniform character, it has been consid- 
ered advisable to prepare four bills covering the various features of these questions. They 
are as follows: 

No. 1. A bill to amend the law relating to the liability.of employers for injuries to their 
employes within the states. 

No. 2. A bill to provide compensation (automatically) for accidents occurring to employes 
of the United States Government. 

(Note: On May 80, 1908, a bill of this nature—though very limited in its provisions—was 
approved and became a federal law, and this was obtained wholly and solely through the 
activities, and at the expense of the American Federation of Labor.) 

No. 8. A bill to provide compensation (automatically) for accidents fin dangerous occupa- 
tions subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, and without the necessity of litigation 
therefor. 

No. 4. A bill to regulate all interstate and foreign commerce in relation to accidents and 
to provide compensation (automatically) without the necessity of litigation therefor. 

In presenting this subject to your thoughtful consideration, it may not be amiss to impress 
upon all the need of uniformity in the enactment of these laws. It has been the bane of our 
peculiar form of dual government that state laws differed so widely as well as in some cases 
almost outrageously, and then again the most of them differed from, and, some in fact almost 
opposed, federal statutes. It is therefore necessary again to urge, that the legislative com- 
mittees of city central bodies, state federations, etc., act in harmony and with the advice of the 
American Federation of Labor in the work of securing labor legislation of an effective char- 
acter. In enumerating tho bills to which reference has just been made it should be stated that 
the Executive Council gave several days to the discussion of these various measures and 
the subject in its entirety. 
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 


in my report to the ccnvention of the American Federation of Labor at Boston, in 1903, I 
said that "a law was enacted creating a new department of government, known as the De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor, with a secretary as its chief officer, who isa member of the 
President's Cabinet. Under the law several departments and bureaus were detached from 
other departments of the federal service and were placed under its jurisdiction. Among the 
departments transferred was the Department of Labor, which was independent from any 
other department and is now designated as a bureau. 

The committee having this subject under consideration expressed its regret that the 
Department of Labor was absorbed in the new Department of Commerce and Labor. 

The American Federation of Labor adopted the following: 


“Resolved, That the American Federation of Labor, through its Executive Council, devise 
means and put into execution some plan whereby the incoming national administration and the 
Congress may be urged to consider the advisability of establishing a department of labor and 
the merging of the bureaus alleged to be in the interest of American citizens who are, or desire 
to be, employed as tradesmen, artisans, mechanics, and laborers, and that. if necessary to 
accomplish t result,a committee, geographically selected, be hereafter appointed by the 
president to assist in advancing this and other approved measures. 

**Resolved, That each general and local organization embraced in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be requested to promote the plans agreed upon in this connection, and make 
appeals to their representatives in Congress to favorably consider and advocate through this 
means an aid to peace, prosperity, and patriotism.” 

The committee to which this report was referred made the following recommendation, 
which was unanimously adopted by the convention: 


“We indorse the views of the President upon the desirability of establishing a department 
of labor, with a secretary having a seat in the President's Cabinet.” 


This demand for a department of labor, independent of any other department under the 
government, with a secretary at its head, has been the unanimous declaration of the organized 
labor movement of our country time and again. It was at the urgent insistance of organized 
labor that the Department of Labor as it was primarily constituted was created, which was 
afterwards bereft of its individual function by the law merging it with the Department of 
Commerce and Labor. The labor forces and labor interests are of so vast and comprehensive a 
character that a department devoted entirely to the many questions and problems so inti- 
mately associated with it, the secretary at the head of that department having an intelligence 
of and sympathy for the duties involved, a secretary who will be at the council table of the 
President's Cabinet to give advice and counsel, and to speak the right word at the right time, 
is one of the growing, important necessities of our great industrial development. I therefore 
recommend that the convention again express its judgment upon this matter in a resolution 
properly considered and formulated. 


SHIP SUBSIDY BILL. 


The special interests and prospective beneficiaries of this vicious and mercenary “special 
class legislation” are active on this proposition; in fact. they never sleep. When this bill was 
supposed to be quietly resting in the pigeon holes of the committee room, during the closing 
days of the 0th Congress, it surprised the members when the “interests” which would be 
benefited by the enactment of the bill made a vigorous effort to muster strength enough to pass 
it through the House as the Senate had passed it in the first session, but the opposition which we 
aided in mustering against it was sufficient to prevent the iniquitous features of this bill, with 
its odious contemplated conscriptive features from being at this time foisted upon the Ameri- 
can people. 

It Is necessary to be very alert on this subject, because of the adroitness of its advocates. 
They are now trying to foster public sentiment in favor of a ‘‘mail subsidy,” in order to have 
the principle of “subsidy” established. Once n measure reaches that stage it will be less dim- 
cult toamend the original law and saddle upon it all the vicious clauses affecting labor, partio- 
ularly our seamen. 

See that your congressional representatives all understand that you are actively and 
positively opposed to It, or to any bill of that character which proposes to take public funds for 
private gain. It is one of the most vicious pieces of ‘favored class” legislation that is possible 
to devise. 
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ASIATIC EXCLUSION. - 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs did not take this matter under consideration or give any 
hearings on the subject, buta large number of bills dealing with this grave evil were introduced 
and referred to the committee. 


CENSUS BILL. 


Just before the close of the 60th Congress the Census Bill passed both Houses. It pro- 
vided for the printing of the census reports outside of the Government Printing Office, the 
award to be given to the lowest bidder. President Roosevelt vetoed the bill, and it failed of 
passage over his veto. The President, among other reasons given for his veto, stated that the 
bill did not provide for the printing of the census reports upon an eight hour workday basis. 

The bill was introduced early in the special session of this, the 6lst Congress, and passed 
the House with the feature of having the reports printed by contruct outside of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, omitted. Learning that an effort was being made by interests hostile to 
having the work done in the Government Printing Office, our legislative committee and I 
had a number of interviews with the members of Congress and executive officers for the pur- 
pose of securing the passage of the bill as passed by the House. 

The legislative committee co-operated with the officers of the Typographical Union of 
Washington, and succeeded in having the census reports printed and bound in the Govern- 
ment Printing Office as against the effort to have the work done by outside contractors. 

There was another feature we succeeded in having included in the Census bill, and that 
was providing foran enumeration of the unemployed, and the causes and period of their 
unemployment. 


CONVICT LABOR. 


The House Committee on Labor again evaded the issue, and did not even keep faith with 
themselves on this subject. On the adjournment of the first session it was the declared inten- 
tion of the committee to hear the report of the subcommittee having this bill in charge imme- 
diately upon the convening of the second session. 

Only one call was made for the committee to meet to hear the report; there was not a 
quorum present then, and no further effort was made by the committee to again obtain an 
expression on this subject. Representatives of such a plastic mold, who neither dare to do nor 
dare to openly deny, should be kept home among their neighbors, and labor should see to it 
that men from its own ranks go to Congress, men who understand what labor is and what 
laborers want, and who will have enough American grit to assert themselves for the bone, 
brain, and brawn of their constituents. 

The average congressman either does not know or he does not care, or he does not dare. 
Give us men who do know, who do care, and who will dare, and labor legislation will then come 
as a natural sequence. 

The wage-earners of our land have all these subjects in the hollow of their hands, and 
when they show an intelligent determination to assert themseves, senators, congressmen, 
judges, and president will all be very, very eager to come nearer to the determinedly expressed 
public judgment. 


CHILD LABOR. 


The most precious heritage of a nation is its children. This truth is scarcely yet fully 
realized. One of the greatest dangers to the health and patriotic life of a country has been the 
exploitation of our helpless children. Children are the wards of the nation, the responsibility 
of which can not and must not be shifted. The century past was noted for many remarkable 
discoveries, but none was greater than that of the great economic and social power of woman. 
Our present century will be noted for much greater and more significant advance, the impor- 
tance of the discovery of child nurture, the valuo of childhood. The science of raising and 
training children has only just begun to appeal to the great mass of the people as a serious 
proposition. When the young heads, hearts, and minds are trained in an Intelligent, scientific, 
and humane course, the era of the industrial slaughter of the innocents will have been obliter- 
ated, and they will in their innocence be preserved, cultivated and developed to their fullest 
mental, moral, and social welfare. 
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Due to the patient and persistent efforts of the men and women in the great army of or- 
ganized labor, the dawn of the emancipation of children from the workshop, In all its forms. 
where their tender bodies are stunted tosatisfy rapacity, is now clearly discernible. 

In 42 states and the District of Columbia laws now obtain to control and protect 
children in some form or other, particularly in reference to their employment. The tendency 
of legislation on this subject is to effectiveness. . 

In connection therewith it is necessary that your attention, and through you the atten- 
tion of the great rank and file of tbe workers and the people generally, be called to the need 
not only of improved laws upon the subject of children, but that every effort be made so that 
as near as possible greater uniformity in the laws of the states may be obtained. In the past it 
was the policy of our opponents to play the backwardness of one state against another, and 
under the plea of hindrance to economic and industrial progress, the road to success was made 
doubly difficult. What now is required is toraise the levelof the poorest laws in the most 
backward states to the standard of the best laws in the most progressive states. Let the efforts 
of all be directed to follow this suggestive plan systematically, and the evil of child labor will 
be more readily and effectively eradicated from our entire industrial and commercial life. 

The child labor law for the District of Columbia went into effect March 38,108, and I 
reported tothe last convention that it was deficient because of the failure of Congress to make 
an appropriation to maintain inspectors to rigidly enforce the law. The last convention urged 
that such an appropriation should be made. The Senate agreed thereto, but the House of 
Representatives failed to concur, and it was defeated. Representatives Nichols and Wilson 
deserve much credit for their efforts in connection with this matter. The Commissioners in 
the Distriet of Columbia have, in the meantime, detailed two police officers from the regular 
force for the special duty of enforcing the child labor law. My information is that the law is being 
fairly well enforced, but the two police officers assigned to this, first, are insufficient in number; 
and, second, it is merely an assignment dependent upon the will of the Commissioners. I am 
strongly persuaded, and the Denver Convention so went on record, that an appropriation 
should be made for the maintenance ofa sufficient number of inspectors to enforce the law 
thoroughly, and the policy and purpose of the law shall have no element of doubt in regard to 
enforcement. We should again endeavor to secure an appropriation from Congress for the 
enforcement of the Child Labor Law in the District of Columbia. 


IMMIGRATION. 


A most vigorous effort to obtain legislation covering this subject was made, but the em- 
ploying interests were so intrenched that they prevented the House Committee on Immigration 
from making a favorable report on the bill. From recent industrial developments especially 
the widely discussed strike at the Pressed Steel Car Company at McKees Rocks, Pa., and from 
other emphatic revelations of recent date, it is becoming more apparent that members of Con- 
gress will not be held in check by the power of the speaker and his allied influences, but that 
they will insist upon some better regulation of immigrants. 


LITIGATION. 


In connection with the decision of the Untted States Supreme Court in the suit brought 
under the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, by Loewe & Company against the United Hatters of North 
America, it will be remembered that the original suit for $240,000 damages was remanded for 
trial. The Federal court for the circuit of Connecticut authorized the taking of depositions 
then the attorneys for the Loewe Company led the representatives of the hatters and their 
attorneys a “merry chase” around the country, going as far as California and covering a period 
of several months. The trial of the case before a jury began Monday, October 11th, and has con- 
tinued up to the present time on the part ofth plaintiff, the Loewe Company. Al! indications 
point that the case will be drawn out and that it may not be concluded much before the end of 
the year. 

Of course, it Is not difficult to fathom the reason for such litigation and the purpose of its 
prolongation. The whole proceedings were instituted at the instance of the worst elements of 
‘the capitalist class—the National Association of Manufacturers and Itsallies. The creationand 
collection of a war fund of a mil!ion and a half dollars, under the presidency of James W. Van 
Cleave by the National Association of Manufacturers discloses at once the financial ability to 
insure the expense of this sujt by the plaintiff, the Loewe Company. Itis the evident hope of 
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labor's opponents to harass the men engaged in our movement by litigation; to exhaust our 
energies and resources in defending our organizations and our men before the courts. 

There is a remedy for the outrageous course pursued by those wLo antagonize our every 
effort, that is, the more thorough organization of the workers and in the quickening conscience 
of the people by which relief may be secured at the hands of Congress. 


THE BOYCOTT—JUDICIAL OPINION. 


While the discussion of greater issues in the past year has tended to regulate to the back- 
ground such rights as that of the boycott, yet I should be recreant in my duty were I to remain 
silent upon that subject, and thus, perhaps, strengthen an impression which has been assidu- 
ously given out by our opponents, that the boycott—that is, the right to withdraw patronage, 
to bestow it upon whom we please—has been withdrawn from the workers of the country during 
the legal proceedings in relation to the injunction secured by the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company. 

It will be remembered that the injunction was sought primarily to restrain the people in 
their right to quit buying Buck's stoves and ranges. It over-reached itself so far that the right 
to freedom of speech and press became involved. However, no consideration of the injunction 
has been possible by the courts without taking up the principle involved in the boycott. 

We have always held, and we still hold, that the workers, or any of the people, have the 
right to withhold or to bestow their patronage as they choose; that they have the right to 
advise friends and sympathizers of this action and of the reasons therefor. It is hardly neces- 
sary to state that in the case of the workers the unfair attitude of the dealer in question has 
always been the reason for withdrawal of patronage. It has been made clear that he refused to 
pay the standard rate of wages and to agree to other equitable conditions which the workers 
seek through their organizations, and hence the withdrawal of patronage. The boycotts declared 
by other citizens have sometimes been placed for other reasons, and they can safely be left toa 
defense of theirown actions. I only wish to point out in passing that the boycott is by no 
means a weapon used by the workers alone. It is one of those inalienable rights which are at 
times used by all people. The right to withhold or bestow patronage is one of those things 
which can neither be enjoined. forbidden, nor punished. 

Upon the workers an! their organization, however, was made the attempt to have the 
boycott declared unlawful and a conspiracy, and hence, subject *o judicial decree and 
punishment. 

In connection with the decree rendered by the Court of Appeals of the District of Co- 
lumbia greatly modifying the original injunction issued by Justice Gould in response to the 
petition of the Buck's Stove and Range Company, the following judicial opinions on the boy- 
cott should receive especial attention. It is not that they enunciate anything new or different 
from the views held and declared by our Federation, but it is a marked step in advance when 
a Judge here and there shows by his opinion that he has escaped from the shades of medig- 
valism and has given to modern industrial conditions the reasonable and logical study which 
they require. 

Justice Van Orsdel, in speaking of the boycott, says in his decision modifying the Buck's 
Stove and Range Company injunction: 


“I conceive it to be the privilege of one man, ora number of men, to individually conclude 
not to patronize a certain person or corporation. It is also the right of these men to agree 
together, and to advise others, not to extend such patronage. That advice may be given by 
direct communication or through the medium of the press, so long as it is neither in the nature 
of coercion or a threat. 

"As long as the actions of this combination of individuals are lawful, to this point it is not 
clear how they can become unlawful because of their subsequent acts directed against the same 
person or corporation.” 


Again he says: 


“Tt is not unlawful for citizens to organize together for any of the main purposes for 
which the American Federation of Labor exists. It is not unlawful for that order to have an 
official organ; it is not unlawful for that organization, through the medium of that organ, to 
express freely its opinion as to the fairnessor unfairness with which certain employers deal with 
their employes; and it is not unlawful for the paper to contain advice to the friends of labor 
not to patronize such employer. 

“Again, we do not assume that it will be contended that a citizen has not perfect freedom 
to deal with whom he pleases, and withhold his tronage for any reason that he may deem 
proper, whether the reason be one originating in his own conscience, or through the advice of 
# neighbor, or through the reading of an article ina paper. Neither would it be unlawful for 
such citizen to advise another not to deal with a person with whom he has concluded not to 
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continue his patronage. If this advice may extend to one, it may toa hundred; and the thing 
done will not be actionable so long as it is an expression of honest opinion and not slanderous, 
however much the intercourse between this citizen and his neighbor may operate to injure the 
person against whom the advice is directed. As long as confined to a mere expression of opin- 
fon as to the fairness or unfairness of a business transaction, it is not actionable.” 

In another portion of his opinion he says: 

“So long, then, as the American Federation of Labor, and those acting under its advice, 
refused to patronize complainant, the combination had not arisen to the dignity of an unlawful 
conspiracy or a boycott.” 

It is to be regretted that the whole opinion can not be quoted here. The extracts are 
given, not with any desire to detach them from the accompanying text of the opinion, but in 
order to call attention to some of the more important remarks in regard to the use of the boy- 
cott. And it must be borne in mind that the opinions just quoted are from the judge who 
voted to sustain the injunction, though in modified form. 

Justice Shepard dissented from his colleagues in that he believed that the right to boycott 
should be conceded to the following extent: 

I can not agree to the terms of the decree as modified. In my opinion, it should be modi- 
fied so as to restrain the acts, only. by which other persons have been, or may be coerced into 
ceasing from business relations with the Buck’s Stove and Range Company; but so as not to 
restrain the publication of the name of that company inthe ‘We Don’t tronize’ columns of 


the American Federationist, no matter what the ob!ect of such publication may be suspected or 
belleved to be. 


“One person may not only cease to labor for another without liability to action, but may 
also cease or decline to further purchase his goods, or to have any business relations with him. 
“This being lawful for one person to do, does not become unlawful when two or more per- 
sons, impelled by a like motive, voluntarily agree todo the same thing. Consequently, the 
rsons composing the organization of the Federation of Labor had a legal right to agree 
pogethor not to purchase the goods of the Buck's Stove and Range Co.: Refusing to purchase 
those goods does not constitute a ‘boycott’ in the legal sense. - 


“So long, therefore, as the members of the Federation of Labor contented themselves 
with refusing to purchase the goods of the Buck's Stove and Range Co. from it or from others 
their combination was not illegal.” 

It is regrettable that, although expressing opinions like these quoted, so in harmony with 
all principles of justice and right, all three justices of the Court of Appeals seemed not to have 
informed themselves as to the facts relating tothe boycott in question. They all assumed 
wrongly that there had been “conspiracy” or “coercion” in order to force innocent, timid par- 
ties against their will to cease dealing witha firm. It is well-known to all men of labor that 
such tactics have never been used; had they been attempted our Federation would be the first 
to call a halt and to endeavor by every means in its power to punish s’ıch action and to dissuade 
those mistaken from attempting such a course; but the general public has been misled and 
some portion of it at least made to believe in the bugaboo of “conspiracy” in relation to a con- 
oerted withdrawal of patronage. 

It is necessary that our members should take pains to inform the general public of this 
judicial expression of opinion. It should be given the widest possible circulation. 

The fight must continue to uphold the right to boycott not because the workers have any 
particular love for the boycott. Indeed,they have no more love for the boycott than for the 
strike. Both are extreme measures of defense forced upon the workers by unjust conditions. 
The workers fully realize that the boycott and the strike are means to be used to maintain 
their rights and promote their welfare when seriously threatened by hostile, greedy, and unfair 
employers when no other remedy seems available. It is not the strikeor the boycott itself 
which matters so much, as the recognition of the lawful right to employ either or both when neces- 
sary. 

With the boycott, cleared of wrongful charges and misapprehension and recognized as a 
lawful right, we will find its use diminishing. It will be a power held in reserve and used only 
when no other remedy is adequate. 


LABOR’S PRACTICAL POLITICAL ACTION. 


Naturally, during the present year, there has been some lull in the political activities of 
the country because there has been neither an immediate presidential nor congressional elec- 
tion to stir the minds of the people. The need for adequate remedial, definitive, and protec- 
tive legislation, both state and national, is, however, as great as when I had the honor to sub- 
mit to you my report a yearago. At that time we had barely emerged from the throes of a 
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presidential election. It was difficult to estimate to what extent our political powers as work- 
ers had been exercised. It was not possible then to ascertain many encouraging facts which 
have since been verified. We know that at least 6,000,000 votes were cast for the principles 
espoused by labor, particularly in reference to the remedy from the abuse of the writ of inJunc- 
tion, to trial by jury and to the full and free legal right of existence of the workers’ orgeniza- 
tions. That so large a number of citizens as stated expressed their sentiments by their votes 
is conceded even by our opponents. I may add that I have had statements from some of the 
leaders of the political party which for the time being at least made our cause its own that the 
votes of the workers alone saved that party from utter, crushing oblivion. It is my belief, end 
that of those qualified to judge, that at least 80 per cent of organized labor’s forces voted in 
accordance with the recommendations of our Federation. It will never be known to what ex- 
tent coercion and trickery prevented the registry of a still larger vote of those who believed 
with us and who desired to stand with us. 

During the past year this subject was most earnestly discussed and every possible for- 
ward step taken in the definition and assertion of labor’s political as well as economic power. 
Our conventions have asserted this whenever opportunity presented itself. I take from a 
number of quoted declarations of the American Federation of Labor, contained in the report 
I had the honor to submit to you to the last convention, a few as follows: 

In 1895 the New York Convention declared: 


“That the American Federation of Labor most firmly and unequivocally favors the inde- 
pendent use of the ballot by the trade unionists and workingmen, united regardless of party, 
that we may elect men from our own ranks to make new laws and administer them along the 
lines laid down in the legislative demand of the American Federation of Labor, and at the same 
time secure an impartial judiciary that will not govern us by arbitrary injunctions of the 
courts, nor act as the pliant tools of corporate wealth. 

“That as our efforts are centered against all forms of industrial slavery and economic 
wrong, we must also direct.our utmost cnergies to remove all forms of political servitude and 
party slavery to the end that the working people may act asa unit at the polls at every election.” 


In 1896 the Cincinnati Convention reaffirmed that declaration. 
At the 1890 Detroit Convention the following was adopted: . 


*‘Resolved, That this Federation recommend that the various central and local bodies of 
labor in the United States take stcps to use their ballots, their political power, on independent 
lines, as enunciated in the declaration of principles of the American Federation of Labor.” 


Another declaration of the Amcrican I"ederation of Labor is as follows: 


“The American Federhtion of Labor is not partisan toa political party; it is partisan toa 
principle, the principle of equal rights and human freedom.” 


At Denver last year the convention adopted the following: 


“In commenting upon this statement of the president, we feel that he has gone to his 
fullest limit, physically and mentally, in carrying out the mandates of the previous conven- 
tions of the American Federation of Labor, as well as the conclusions reached by the confer- 
ences of the representatives of the national and international] unions held in the city of Wash- 
ington, D.O., in the years of 1906 and 1908, and we agree with the president when he says that 
the campaign as carried on by the American Federation of Labor was ona high plane: that the 
educational features are bound to be of lasting benefit, and that a greater mora) victory has 

n won. 

“We recommend that the policy be continued and that every effort be made to bring the 
principles for which we. contended and for which we shall continue to contend, not only to all 
members of the labor movement, but to all friends and adherents of popular government.” 


In accordance with the above instructions I made the following recommendations to the 
meeting of the Executive Council in Apri! this year and they were endorsed: 


“In connection with the subject of legislation. I beg to suggest that inasmuch as there 
appears to be little disposition on the part of Congress, particularly in its present make-up, to 
ive the relicf that we should have from the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
tates in so far as concerns the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, relief from the abuse of the writ of 
injunction, or to enact legislation for the extension of the Kight-Hour Law, for the protection 
of seaman’s rights, or for the regulation of convict labor, etc., I recommend that we urge upon 
organized labor and all reform forces to begin an agitation and to organize so as to be prepared 
to take action in the next congressional election. In centering the effort of labor and its 
friends upon congressional and state legislative action, we shall be following the direct instruc- 


tions of a number of conventions of the American Federation of Labor, emphasized by the 
direction of the Denver Convention.” 


It is encouraging to be able to state that our reports from organizers in many sections of 
the country show that such activity is already manifested, and with excellent results, in local 
nnd state affairs I would most earnestly urge that our members and friends endeavor to make 
the utmost use of their economic and political power. . 

We must be partisan for n principle and not for a party, but we must make manifest the 
fact that we have political power and that we intend to use it; otherwise the ballot will become 
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an impotent weapon. Our members and friends can not expect that the officers of the Federa- 
tion can impress either upon political parties or upon Congress the demands of the workers for 
justice and right unless those workers themselves have shown sufficient interest in the use of 
their political power as to make it clear that they are the potent force behind their chosen 
officers and representatives. The potency of the ballot begins in the primary, independent or 
a party, and there the workers must begin to assert their adherence to labor's principles and 
demands. There the workers make of themselves an educational force. They must endeavor 
to draw with them those unorganized, perhaps, or who have not yet become familiar with the 
legislation which is needed. 

Let us restate that there can be no coercion of any man along party lines. Labor must 
learn to use parties to advance our principles, and not allow political parties to manipulate us 
for their own advancement. The distinction is easily understood and readily carried into 
effect. If each worker as an individual uses the ballot for the advancement of the principles 
for which labor stands and has declared there will be no question in future as to the power 
of labor to achieve its Just demands; political apathy and partisan adherence will weaken; 
political activity and partisanship for labor’s principles will bring strength and success. The 
activity, the loyalty of the workers in every part of the country is what we need in order that 
our political power may be used harmoniously with our economic efficiency. The time is now 
for emphatic declaration and positive, practical preparation for action. 


DEPARTMENT, AND LABOR CONFERENCE. 


February 10th and llth last a conference was held at the Department of Commerce and 
Labor, Washington, D. C., over which presided the then Secretary of the Department. The 
Secretary had with him several representatives of the Department and the Commissioner of 
Labor, as follows: 

Hoan. Oscar 8. Straus, Secretary of Commerce and Labor, presiding. 

Daniel J. Keefe, Commissioner-General of Immigration and Naturalization. 

Charles P. Neill, Commissioner of Labor. 

Terence V. Powderly, Chief of the Division of Information. 

To that conference were invited representatives of labor, the following participating 
therein: 

Samuel Gompers, President, American Federation of Labor. 

John Mitchell, Second Vice-President, American Federation of Labor. 

Frank Morrison, Secretary, American Federation of Labor. 

Warren S. Stone, Grand Chief Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. 

W.G. Lee, Grand Master, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen. 

W.S. Carter, Grand Master, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. 

A. B. Garrettson, Grand Chief, Order of Railway Conductors. 

Henry B. Perham, President, Order of Railroad Telegraphers, and Chairman Railroad 
Employes’ Department of the American Federation of Labor. 

Timothy Healy, President, International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen. 

T. J. Dolan, General Secretary International Assoclation of Steam Shovel and Dredge 
Men. 

William F. Yates, President Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association. 

Thomas Nolan, Boilermakers and Iron-Ship Builders’ Union of North America. 

Joseph F. Valentine, President, Iron Molders’ Union of North America. 

Frank P. Hawley, President, Switchmen’s Union of North America. 

Thomas F. Tracy, Cigarmakers’ International Union. 

J. R. T. Auston, Secretary, Order of Railroad Telegraphers, Dispatchers, Agents, and 
Signalmen. 

D. J. S. Baird, President, Order of Railroad Telegraphers, Dispatchers, Agents, and 
Signalmen. 

P. J. Conlon, International Association of Machinists. 


The subjects which the conference was invited to discuss were as follows: 


‘1, The advisability of recommending legislation so as to extend the steamboat-inspec- 
tion service to include the inspection of locomotive boilers on interstate roads. 

- 9 To consider the work of the Division of Information under the Bureau of Immigration 
and Naturalization, and how the division may be administered for the best interests of the 
wage-workers genernlly. 

“3, To discuss the problem of the unemployed, and how andto what extent the depart- 
ment, through its Division of Information or otherwise, could be most helpful, especially in 
periods of depression. 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 35 


“4, The statistics of emigration in connection with immigration, which were forthe first 
time made accessible for the last fiscal year, indicate that much of the immigration that comes 
to this country is induced to do so under mıisleading information as to labor conditions in the 

n ates. 

“5. To consider how the Nobel Peace Prize, which President Roosevelt devoted to the 

Foundation for the Promotion of Industrial Peace, can be made most effective." 


There was no prior conference held by the representatives of labor as to the course they 
should pursue, and yet there was the strongest possible unanimity of opinion. It was favor- 
able tothe propositions as they read, but considerable adverse criticism was indulged in, in 
reference to the second and third questions, particularly in regard to the true policy of the Divi- 
sion of Information nearly allof the representatives of labor addressing themselves thereto, 

Some months later the Commissioner-General of Immigration issued an instruction to 
the Division of Information to the end that its work be confined to the. purposes for which it 
was created. Later the present secretary of the department declined to approve the directions 
of Commissioner-General Keefe. 

It will be remembered that the Norfolk Convention gave this subject, the new division. con- 
siderable attention and commendation, but subsequent developments did not justify our hopes. 
The matter is of such a character as to require your consideration and action, and I shall place 
in the hands of the committee having the subject in charge the complete printed report of the 
conference held as issued by the Department of Commerce and Labor. 

Anyone interested in the subjects discussed at the conference can obtain a printed copy 
thereof, without cost, upon application to the department. 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


The American labor movement is in line with, and has given expression to, the best 
thought for the education of all the people in all the elements of learning. It isespecially 
interested in the further education of the wage-workers of America, industrially. At several 
conventions the American Federation of Labor has gone on record upon these subjects, and at 
Denver last year the following resolution was adopted: 


**Resolved, That the President, in conjunction with the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, be and is hereby authorized to appoint a special committee of at 
least fifteen, to be composed of a majority of trade union members of this convention, who 
will serve without compensation and incur no expenses other than necessary and legtimate 
expenditure within the judgment of the President and Executive Council, to investigate the 
methods and means of industrial education in this country and abroad, and to report its find- 
ines. conclusions, and recommendations to the next annual meeting of the American Federa- 

ono r.’ 


In accordance with this instruction the Executive Council with me endeavored to consti- 
tute a committee, but there was some difficulty in accomplishing that result by correspond- 
ence. Later, and during my absence from the country, the committee was completed, detailed 
report of which will be communizated to you in the report ofthe Executive Council. 

Two meetings of the Committee on Industrial Education have been held; one in New 
York city during the summer, the other at Washington, D.C., last month. The latter I was 
privileged toattend. Prior to my departure the Executive Council directed that I make an 
effort to learn some of the present conditions of industrial education in European countries as 
well as the position which organized labor there takes toward the subject. With the important 
duties devolving upon me while abrogd, there was little time to make a careful study of the 
systems in vogue, but the best that has been said and printed upon the subject has been gath- 
ered iu printed form. Nowhere in all the countries that I visited has there been an expression 
of organized labor other than in full endorsement of the best methods to educate the workers 
industrially as well as along lines of the arts and sciences; and thus there is the universal dec- 
laration of the organized workers upon this great question. 

It may not be uninteresting here to call attention to the ignorant, reckless and vindic- 
tive hostility which the Post-Van Cleave-Parry-Kirby National Association of Manufacturers 
has manifested toward the American labor movement. When our conventions declared in 
favor of industrial education, and particularly since the authorization at Denver forthe crea- 
tion of a special committee to pursue the study of the problem and to report, the most malig- 
nant misrepresentations of our purposes and aspersions upon our character were the utter- 
ances of these men who, judging us from their own narrow standpoint charged us with 
perverting the purpose of industrial education. Our own work’ in this and other flelds of 
activity, the results achieved and yet to be achieved, must and will stand as our best answer. 

The American labor movement appreciates the fact that experience has shown that 
education industrially is but one phase of the growing recognition of labor’s rights, and that 


36 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


in this respect it is closely related to all the general work of the trade union movement, 
the movement which has since its inception stood for constantly increasing better oppor- 
tunities, better factory and labor conditions, better home life, and the protection of the 
young and the innocent children from exploitation. 

Organized labor has always been and is now deeply concerned with the well-being of the 
human family, and all the influences that go to make for the advancement of the industrial 
workers. Inour principles and purposes are comprised the fullest scope of human activity 
Labor has always manifested its humane interest in the welfare of children; it realizes that 
industrial education has the same purpose and aims—that is, to secure co-operation of all 
human agencies which make for the betterment of mankind. 

Industrial education, the raising of the age limit of child workers, and compulsory school 
attendance sre necessarily a part of the one great beneficial scheme. Organized labor has 
always stood for, aye, has been the pioneer in, the demand for free schools, free text-books, 
compulsory education in the elementary grades and for the fullest and freest opportunity in 
all lines of learning, technology included. 

The subject of education, industrially, concerns not only the wage-earners themselves 
but every inhabitant of the nation. It is, therefore, necessary and eminently proper that it be 
administered by the same authority and agency which administers our public school systems 
and such other institutions as are concerned in the public welfare. 

Already reference has been made to the false position in which some elements’of employers 
would place our movement upon this subject. All we ask of fair-minded men is a comparison 
of the utterances of our opponents with ourown. Wecontend that education in America must 
be free, democratic, conducted by, of, and for the people, and that it must never be consigned 
to, or permitted to remain in, the power of private interests where there is sure to be the 
danger of exploitation for private profit and wilful rapacity. Under the pretence of indus- 
trial education private agencies for personal profit have perverted the term, resulting in a 
narrow and specialized training to the detriment of the pupils, the workers, and people 
generally. 

Modern methods of manufacturing with their division and subdivision and specialization 
have, toa large extent, rendered nearly superfluous and therefore largely eliminated the all- 
around skilled worker. Some so-called modern apprenticeship systems are narrow, producing 
a line of trained ‘‘specialists.” It has been well said that specialists in industry are vastly dif- 
ferent from specialists in the professions. In the professions specialists develop from the knowl- 
edge of all the elements of the science of the profession. Spectalists in industry are those who 
know but one part of a trade and absolutely nothing of any other part of it. In the professions 
specialists are possessed of all the learning in their professions; in industry the specialists are 
bereft, and denied the opportunity, of learning the commonest elementary rudiments of in- 
dustry other than the same infinitesimal part performed by them perhaps thousands of times 
over each day. 

Our movement in advocating industrial education protests most emphatically against 
the elimination from our public school system of any line of learning now taught. Educa- 
tion, technically or industrially, must be supplementary to and in connection with our modern 
school system. That for which our movement stands will tend to make better workers of our 
future citizens, better citizens of our future workers. 


EVROPEAN TOUR. 


For two succeeding conventions the fraternal delegates from the British Trade Union 
Congress, on behalf of their ‘movement, extended an invitation to me to visit their congress 
and make an investigation of labor conditions in England. We had some correspondence with 
the International Secretariat relative to participation in the International Trade Union Con- 
ference. Because of the pending elections of 1908 I requested the convention not to direct me 
to accept the invitation. 

At the Denver Convention one of the committees took cognizance of the matter and pre- 
sented the following report, which was unanimously adopted by arising vote of the corvention: 

“Your committee recommend the endorsement of what the president has to say under 
this heading, and expresses the hope that the interchange of fraternal visits may be contin- 
ued and extended. fe, therefore, recommend that the convention concur in the recommen- 
dation made by the Executive Council to the effect that a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor attend the next convention of the International Conference of Trade 


Unions which will meet shortly after the close of the British Trades Union Congress, and hav- 
ing in mind the report.made by the fraternal delegates to the British Trades Union Congress, 
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we recommend that the convention concur in the request made to send Mr. Gompers as our 
special representative to the British Trades Union Congress. We further recommend that he 
be instructed to attend the International Congress of Trade Unions, and that he visit such 
other countries as the Executive Council may deem advisable.” 


The Executive Council authorized me to visit several countries in Europe for study and 
rendering such assistance as might be mutually helpful to the workers everywhere. The reso- 
lution just quoted indicates that there was a misapprehension upon our part as to when the 
International Trade Union Conference was to be held. However, the International Secre- 
tariat, Mr. Carl Legien, of Berlin, when informed that I had been authorized to attend the 
conference consulted by correspondence with the officers of the trade unions of the various 
countries, and they voted to hold the Congress in Paris, 1909, instead of in Stockholm, 1910, as 
had been previously resolved. 

I also received an invitation from the officers of the General Federation of Trade Unions 
of Great Britain to attend their annual convention at Blackpool, England. A number of 
invitations were extended to me from representative labor men and government officials to 
visit their respective cities and countries. 

{n the course of the tour in Europe taken in obedience to your mandate, I made studies 
of the labor movement and the conditions of the wage-workers in the following places: 

United Kingdom—Liverpool, Dublin, Blackpool, Manchester, London, and Ipswich: 
France—Calais and Paris; Belgium—Brussels and Antwerp; Holland--Amsterdam; Germany— 
Hamburg, Berlin, Munich, and Cologne; Bohemia—Prague and Pilsen; Austria—Vienna; 
Hungary—Budapest; Italy—Milan, Rome, Naples, Genoa, and Turin; Switzerland—Berne and 
Basle. Brief visits mere made to other cities—The Hague, Bremen, Dresden, Verona, Venice, 
Mayence—sufficient to widen to some extent the general fleld of observation. 

The more important of the gatherings attended were (1) the tenth annual general meeting 
of the Genera] Federation of British Trade Unions held at Blackpool, July 1-2; (2) the sixth con- 
ference of the International Secretariat of Trade Unions held at Paris, August 30-31 and Sep- 
tember 1; (8) the forty-second annual British Trade Union Congress held at [pswich, England, 
September 611. Special central labor committee meetings were attended in a number of 
cities visited, besides labor addresses which were made on a number of occasions. In all the 
places visited both tha labor and the general news press gave much space to the action of 
the American unions in sending a delegate on a general mission to Europe, the reporters inter- 
viewing me with regard to our trade union organization, the sphere of its action and its 
achievements. . 

The British General Federation of Trades reported this year at Blackpool as having a 
membership of 606,998. From March 81, 1908, to March 31, 1909, it dealt with 638 disputes, involv- 
ing 64,062 persons, the total outlay in the resultant benefits being, in American money, more 
than $000,000. In the dispute in the Lancashire cotton industry more than 45,000 claimed benefits. 
The year had brought a strain on the Federation through unemployment. The chairman in his 
annual address said that not one of the disputes had been caused by demands made upon the 
employers by unions. The decrease in the reserve fund of the year was $470,000; there remained 
$870,000. The number of organizations affillated in the Federation is now 181. All are algo 
represented in the Trade Union Congress. 

The preeident of the Trade Union Congress at Ipswich, announced that 49 delegates were 
present, representing a membership of 1,701,000. Among the delegates were 83 members of 
Parliament, 29 justices of the peace, 1 mayor, 6 aldermen, and 18 councillors. The subjects 
before this year’s congress creating the most interest were government labor exchanges, 
which have now become an established fact; propositions affecting Great Britain’s scourge of 
unemployment; amendments to the old age pension and compensation acts, and proposed 
changes in the national school system. The congress expressed the accepted trade unions 
views or made definite recommendations in regard to such questions as the employment of 
women and children; overtime; the extra unrequited work and long hours of government em- 
ployes; land taxation; international blacklegging ; freedom of the press; evictions during labor 
disputes, and the factory acts. <A proposal toadvocate proportional representation was lost 
by a large majority. As usual, compulsory arbitration was overwhelmingly rejected. A 
tailors’ union label was indorsed—the hatters having already a label. 

During congress week at Ipswich well-attended demonstrations, various in character, 
took place nightly in the public halls, and on Sunday in some of tke churches. Among the 
movements thus promoted were those for women's trade union leagues: co-operation; tem- 
perance; the catholic federation; poor law reform; Ruskin College; reform in Salvation Army 
industrial methods; abolition of insurance evils, and several ideals of socialism. 
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It is to be observed that while the single organization of the American Federation of 
Labor administers the funds contributed by the international unions in cases of trade dis- 
putes, decides at its conventions upon the policy relative tuany proposed acts of Congress or 
the legislatures, and takes advisory notice of elections involving rigkts essential to the wage- 
workers or citizens, in Great Britian these several features of working class achievements are 
performed by three separate agencies. 

The General Federation of Trades was called into existence 10 years ago because the func- 
tion of national financial assistance to unlons suffering from the stress of self-protection against 
employing class a.~ressors could not be assured by the one central organization already 
existing. 

The Parliamentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress, as its name implies, has for ite 
purpose the work carried on in America by the state federations of labor and {ederation legis- 
lative committees: namely, the promotion of laws protective to labor. The Trade Union Con- 
gress seldom takes cognizance of any resolutions except such as contain instructions to its 
Parliamentary Committee whose chairman is president of the congress. 

The political sentiments of the 1,701,000 members sending delegates to the Congress are by no 
meansinagreement. Fifty-two union card holders are in the House of Commons,of whom are 
in the “block” which has subscribed toa compact on a working platform on labor affairs. The 
rest are, in cases, in ling with the Liberal Party, and in others independent. Within the 
“block” there are strongly marked partisan differences. Tha labor bills passed in the House of 
Commons have, of course, been those accepted by the Liberal Party. 

The various labor representatives in the United Kingdom doubtless represent, on the 
whole, a movement necessary to its working people at the present time. The Taff- Vale decision 
evoked a spirited political protest from the wage-workers. Whatever dissensions, uncertainties 
of purpose, and lack of cohesion among the political representatives of labor may exist in the 
House of Commons must bar adverse judgment in America. The difficulties with which the 
wage-workers in politics in the Kingdom contend are many and various. The state pays no 
salaries to legislators. Forty per cent of the wage-workers in some cities are excluded from 
franchise, while property qualifies its holders for multiple voting. The hereditary lords and 
the partisans of the crown are interested enemies of democracy: the aristocracy, buttressed 
by vested rights, nurtures an unprogressive public sentiment; real estate taxation, as com- 
pared with our American methods, is grossly partial to unused land-holders: the working 
classes are only beginning to make their voting power tell on the old party organizations. 

At the Paris conference of the International Secretariat the principle which was brought 
out above all others, and emphasized on every possible occasion, was that the working classes 
of all countries today oppose war. They are systematically arraying themselves against the 
present military establishments and other preparations that in themselves constitute a war- 
fare which bears most heavily on *he working classes whose sons must fill the ranks, and 
which heaps up national debts that must be paid from the proceeds of toil. At the close of the 
conference 8 mass meeting was held in one of the large halls of Paris, attended by thousands 
of wage-workers, who listened to the delegates representing not only allthe larger countries of 
Europe, but Amcrica, condemning the attitude of the privileged classes toward war and 
denouncing them as standing apart from the mass of the pcople, ready to perpetuate their 
powers through the interruption of social progress due to war. 

It must be admitted, however. that the conferences of the International Secretariat as yet 
find but little practical work to look after except the promotion of peace, the interchange of 
amenities, and the publication of labor statistics. The representation is not purely trade union, 
Professor Huysmans, of Brussels, international secretary of the Socialist party, was one of the 
two delegates representing Belgium, where trade unionism is about at the lowest ebb reeched 
in Europe. The delegates from Austria and Holland confined their many speeches to wholly 
socialistic propaganda and denunciationsof true trade unionism. The two delegates from France, 
leaders of the General Confederation of Labor, were classed in the French press and by the 
socialist delegates as anarchists. Upon explaining that the American Federation of Labor had 
not yet decided to become afflliated to the International Secretariat, and that it was beyond 
my power, without your authority to become affiliated, I wasaccordeda seatin the conference 
with a voice and, of course, without a vote. 

Discussion on the very few propositions introduced at the conference such as tnose con. 
demning the importation of non-unionists from one country to anotner during lauor disputes, 
the action of the Prussian police in imposing excessive restrictions on wage-worke.s at the 
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frontier; assistance for the Swedish strike; the promotion of the eight hour day, were over- 
shadowed by somewhat heated criticisms in turn of the French, the English, and especially the 
American trade union movements, by delegates from the countries whose unions have hardly 
emerged from crude beginnings, and are yet in large masses !ed by partisan, non-wage working 
class politicians. In these debates the detegates from Germany, France, and England, main- 
tained a wholly fairand honorable attitude toward the trade union movements in the countries 
criticised. 

The Executive Councilof the American Federation of Labor adopted two resolutions to be 
presented to the International Conference at Paris in the form of sugges wons. They are as 
follows: 


“The International Trade Union Congress recommends to the trade 1.n10n centers (Gen- 
eral Federations or Congresses) of all countries the discussion of the proposition of establishing 
an International Federation of Labor, the autonomy of the trade union movement of each 
country being ordained and guaranteed, the purpose of the federation being for the protection 
and the advancement of the rights, interests and justice of the wage-workers of all countries 
and the establishment of international fraternity and solidarity.” 

“It shall be the purpose of the labor movement of all countries to endeavor to the fullest 
extent to prevent the workers from one country being induced to emigrate to other countries 
during periods of industrial depression or when trade disputes exist or are in contemplation; 
that it shal] be the duty of the recognized representatives of the labor movement of the coun- 
try affected to notify the International Secretary, who in turn shall at once communicate the 
situation to the representatives of the trade union movement of each country.” 


These I submitted for such consideration as the conference could give, and I entered into 
a detailed statement in support of their favorable consideration. Of course, it was entirely out 
of the question for the conference to vote upon them, inasmuch as they were notonthe agenda 
of business and were not presented in the form of propositions by aduly accredited delegate , 
but the conference decided that both questions shall be printed upon the program or 
agenda of the next International Conference which 1s to be held at Budapest, August, 1911. 

On the whole, the conference served .to clear the fleld for a possible deliberative inter- 
national body, democratically organized, leaving tothe labor movement in each country its 
autonomous rights, and excluding questions not within the sphere of trade unionsim. 

I am fully persuaded, and have no hesitancy in recommending, that though the Inter- 
national Secretariat leaves much to be desired, yet the best interests of the workers of America 
will be served by our adherence thereto. Financially the cost would -be but small, the sub- 
stantial benefits would of necessity be exceedingly meagre, yet the spirit of international 
fraternity which it would foster would be immeasurable. I feel assured also that our adherence 
to the International Secretariat would hasten the establishment of an International Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Well worthy of our study in America are the legal methods of establishing employers’ 
Hability in case of accidents that are now in force in Germany and Great Britain. Among the 
subjects which at present engage the attention of the working classes abroad are old age 
pensions, municipal labor exchanges, and government industrial insurances, to the establish- 
ment of which in this country are difficulties that do not exist under European governments. 

There is much to report to you and our fellow-workers of vast interest, but which can not 
be included here, but it remains to be said now that in no country in Europe does there exist 
a national labor organization of any form better adapted to obtain directly successful results in 
the interests of the workers than the American Federation of Labor. Nowhere is there equal 
national or international unity in trade unionism. free from entangling alliances. Nowhere are 
the unions of the various trades organized on a better basis—that of but one general union for 
the entire industrially united area, national or international. Nowhere is the Just idea of trade 
autonomy better maintained. Nowhere have there been greater achievements in advancing 
wages, shortening the workday, generally improving workshop conditions, or in convincing 
all ranks of society that the organization of labor is the great contributory and potent power 
to social peace and general prosperity. 


FRATERNITY OF LABOR. 


While our trade union movement and Federation are purely American, the spirit and 
purpose of international amity and universal peace is an accomplishment we strive to attain. 
During my stay in Paris, and in connection with the?international labor conference there, no 
incident occurred which afforded me greater satisfaction than participation in and delivering 
an address to a great mass gathering of Parisian workmen in which representatives of labor of 
many countries delivered addresses for the abolition of war and the attainment of universal 
peace. It was my pleasure to voice the sentiments of America’s workers for labor's solidarity 
and for the fraternity of man. 
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The interchange of fraternal delegates between the labor organizations of other countries 
and our own has contributed toward a better understanding of our respective movenients and 
aspirations. 

The freer and more general mutual acceptance of union cards issued by bona fide trade 
unions will cement the bonds of unity, fraternity, and solidarity as will no other fucıor. 

Let it be known and accepted that workers who have manifested their intel .igence and 
concern for their own welfare, as well as that of their fellows, by membership in bona fide 
unions in their own country, and that they will be universally regarded as brothers, and it will 
give an impetus to organization in trade unions the world over. 

On behalf of this convention, I extend a most cordial and hearty welcome to the fraternal 
delegates, the ambassadors of labor from Great Britain and the Dominion of Canada. They are 
the bearers of messages of good will and fraternity, and we trust that their stay with us may 
be both pleasant and interesting. 

HATTERS’ STRIKE-STEEL WORKERS’ STRIKE. 


During the year two trade contests of considerable importance oecurred—the United Hat- 
ters of North America and the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers. 
That in the hat trade was more in the nature of a lockout inaugurated by the Hat Manufac- 
turers’ Association, which is part of and whose attitude was endorsed by the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers. Ostensibly it was a concentrated effort of tne hat manufacturers of the 
country to discontinue the use of the unlon label; in fact, it had for its purpese the reduction 
in wnges und the imposition of onerous conditions. The United Hatters of North America 
resolved to resist. On January 14, 1909, the 6ß hat manufacturers of the association in the United 
States closed down their establishments, their workmen striking against the conditions sought 
to be imposed. 

The United Hatters of North America exhausted their funds in the payment of benefits 
of their members and to those other workers involved in the contest though not members, and 
submitted to me an appeal for financial assistance, which in turn was submitted to the Execu- 
tive Council, who approved the levying of three one-cent assessments upon the members of al] 
affiliated organizations. That levy yielded $41,852.59, and was turned over to the organization. 

Subsequently the Executive Council approved and sent broadcast a circular appeal for 
voluntary financial assistance and the voluntary contribution of 10 cents per member upon 
certain days. After the contest had been prolonged eight months, thirty manufacturers came 
to agreement with the union and re-established the former good relations existing before the 
contest. Since tren 14 other manufacturers have come to agreement with the union, 
and the information has been given me within this past week that the prospects of the final 
termination of the struggle are good, and this long drawn out battle for labor's rights has 
resulted in an honorable and advantageous adjustment. 

The strike of the Iron, Steel and Tin Workers was inaugurated July Ist. It was in protest 
aguinst the company’sorder declaring for the so-called “open shop” and fa reduction in wages. 
Unton and non-union workmen made common cause in protesting and striking. Before leav- 
ing on the European trip I had a conference with President McArdle of the Amalgamated 
Association of Iron, Steeland Tin Workers, when he related the deep indignation felt by the 
workers in the industry, and that the strike would be inevitable when the company 'sorder would 
gu tntoeffect. In anticipation, I ‘made arrangements so that our Federation through its offi- 
ccrs and organizers and such other assistance as we could give, would be helpful to the men 
and the organization engaged In the contest. In some instances victory has been achieved for 
the workers; in others the struggie is still on. 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


The conditions of the labor movement in Porto Rico have improved, and with them the 
corresponding advantages accruing to the workers and the people generally on the island. In 
Porto Rico there is no influence so potent for the Americanization of the people of the tsland 
ax our labor movement there. For your informacion and for the interest it contains I quotes 
report Just made to me by our representative on the island, Santiago Iglesias. which says: 

“In the Inst year 3 new locals have been organized and more than 2,000 new members were 
initiated in the labor movement. Our State or Insular branch, the Free Federation of Work- 

dnouwmen, has inaugurated a “Siek and Death Fund Benefit’ for ail locals of Porto Rico, and has 
already more than 1,500 inembers affliated to it, causing great benefit to the labor movement 


of tbe Island 
Severni strikes have occurred this year, which have been fought with relative success on 


every occasion, getting for the men and women Involved in them, better conditions and wages. 








; AMERIOAN FEDERATION OF LABOR» 41 


Just at this time I am conducting a Baker’s strike at Mayaguez, Local No. 800, which was 
inaugurated and approved by the Bakers’ International since last May 6th. It is carried on 
with great enthusiasm and intelligence by 66 men, and we hope to obtain a complete and decis- 
ive victory. The bakers are struggling to get more wages, less hours and better conditions. 

After the receipt of your letter I have sent blank forms of statistics to the 120 locals in 
good standing throughout the Island, asking from them information regarding their member- 
ship and benefits received by them. 

Until today I have received answers from 99 local unions as follows: 


Ninety-nine locais have a membership of 6,344. 


Lockout benefits paid.............. ....n.......e0 .. 1.1020 000100000 000.200. —A $2,710 85 
Sick benefits Paid. .....cccccsccccrcccececs oo... ...............:,:0 e@ eeeecvcen ........,.d"“d 10,027 77 
Strike benefits Dald........ eonvee 000% ..n.....o."....e ....nn.n.. 00010 Tr TEM Oe . 6,849 58 


Death benefits PBA. ccc rccccccccccsevce: coccccenseccccneessccccseccccccceeeessesces 1,815 00 


Grand Total .ccceccccccccccccccccccvccccccceccccccceccccscccvccesevcesececvecs $20, 402 70 
Money in the treasuries or banks belonging to the 99 locals, $16,270.99. 


This is the economic standing of the principal organizations of this island. 

As you know, when you appointed me general organizer of Porto Rico, in 1901, not one 
organization affiliated to the American Federation of Labor was in existence in Porto Rico. 

According with the reports that I keep In file in our office, our organizations in Porto 
Rico have produced the results which were to expected from a country where the 8 per 
cent of the workers can not read and write and did not know the principles and practices of 
American trade unionism. 

In reality, since 1902, there were 207 local unions with charters formed in the Island by 
the work and propaganda of our organizers, and they were as follows: 


State Branch.....ccccccccccccccssecccecvvccccnccsccescece ..9.,...u....u.n.. 00889... ,n. aRae a0 00 0 819809998 1 
Central Labor Unions, American Federation of Labor...... cece ccccccccccecs coosesee 8 
Protective Womens, American Federation of Labor........cccsccccccscsseccccscccecs 
Tobacco Strippers, women, American Federation of Labor..... ....... .............. 
Bricklayers, American Federation of Labor...... ................. ............... .... 
Garment Workers, women, American Federation of LADOr......cccccccsccccsecs .... 
Federal Labor Unions, American Federation Of Labor.......................... zoo... 
Agricultural Unions, American Federation of Labor............ .......... ............ 
Tobacco Selectors, American Federation of Labor............ ............ ............ 
Bakery and Confectiomery Workers.................................... ... 
Barbers’ International Union.........ccc-.ceseee .......... ............ .................. 
Boot and Shoe Workers...... sm e,o0on00»% SOHSHOHOEHSHEHRHOT KERNE EEE EEE eo ...............000 
Oarpenters and Joiners Brotherhood.....cccccccccccccccvccccvccecsccccscsecssvccessecveces 
Cigarmakers’ International Union......ccccccccscccccccvccccucscssccccssssvceccecesscens 
Coffee Selectors. eeeveecensn „nr... .n......uan.....e.....87 00:00 9 „sr. ...... ....n 0, ..„..„...:aeae"n .v....— 
Hodcarriers and Building Laborers........ccseccsceessecs ce ccccvcccc ccc ccccnccenseccenes 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes. ....cccccccccess ereegesesene ss... .—......:.”n.r-....CEe"e.e2...,... 
Longshoremen Workers. ..ecee ese@eae8 .m— — nn 7 8 79 PTR HERE VE TREE BT AR HE HH ET RE OH SE FT FT LE £00600 AP Anes 
Machinists eve... vv re 20000 %* .w-......., se... .....2...„..0.00,..0.0.,,.r.... ..-—....... ......"e-ar..-......0.00s 
Painters and Decorators ..... .......o. ...........—nm.......- -..r..-...... m. ......... ,0...,..:........®© 
Tailors v...... ....:... or... mono 880 9 8 0 8 8 01 9 0 0 0 0 TS TE BT TE HH ET ET © vr... ....n.n...r...,..:.,....aeaua.uaunus.s. 
Typogra hical Union eeoeeovues eeenaveseeeSGreeaeeeaeeeesn @eeeeeeansevneosseeeseeseeosteeseeseeeeees ees eR anee 
Embrot OLY .cccccvccrccvcescceneccstecsccenvcesccvecseseccssenees ........:. soo see, ro 2090 08 
Meat Outters............................................................................... 


wwaß 


tas bed ba bad ed BODO ON ATEN ta IH BO tom tO TS 


Coopers -».... LUISE ⏑U ZES EEE KEN ER} so. ......._"e vs. ............m......”-...88., CBOE eseenee sea 


Chartered unions..... LEE ZEZ ZZ ZEN SEE EZ ZZ ZU — ZEN ZZ A u EI 267 


We had constituted and organized these 207 locals with 11,000 workers all over the island 
in good standing, and these have been reduced to 120 locals, numbering about 5,500 members in 
good standing. But we hope in the near future most of the old charters will be reinstated. 

More than once I had the opportunity to explain to you the true causes of this situation in 
the labor movement of Porto Rico. Persecutions, injustices, misery, treacheries, and also a 
wave of anti-Americanism propagated by the politicians here, and the ignorance of the great 
maas of the people, are the leading causes. 

The labor movement in this country is undergoing the same calamities, intermissions, 
and crises suffered by American labor movement about forty years ago. in the United States, 
as well as those suffered in Europe. Its history is the same and it is mathematically repeated 
just as in any other country. 

The aggressive methods employed by our many enemies, most of them anti-Amer!- 
cans and reactionaries of the monarchial times are fighting our unions and their devel- 
opment; and this has contributed and Is contributing to retard the advance of our movement. 
But, despite all their efforts. we are advancing and progressing in a safe and permanent way. 

We believe that the labor movement in Porto Rico, is now placed on a safe and more solid 
base and its advance will be gradual in the future, but continuous and permanent. 

The labor movement in this country, despite its relative small number of members in 
good standing, is, however, the one exerting a most powerful influence to avoid the deviation 
of the public opinion towards the reactionary and monarchial cause, to which the heirs of the 
past government try to give it impulse. This has been proved by the last rebellion of the 
Unionist Party against the American Administration and the American Methods. 

On last March the Unionist politicians created a grave crisis to the American government 
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of this island and the people. The legislature of Porto Rico closed without passing the budget 
for 1909-1910, the deficiency bill for 1906-1908, as well as other important bills. None of the labor 
bills were enacted, although they were of an economic character, such as the Bureau of Labor, 
Eight Hours’ Bill, Employers’ Liability Bill,and others. The principal argument used in appo- 
sition to these bills was ‘because they are American.’ 

The Unionist party sent their leaders to Washington to ask for more political power, and 
at the same time their followers started a campaign in Porto Rico against the American con- 
trol of public affairs in this island. Then our American Federation of Labor started another 
campaign against the anti-Americans with a magnificent success for the honor and dignity of 
American institutions. We. the organized workers know that, ‘in the ratioas political power 
is given today to these renctionary politicians so the laborand American institutions of freedom 
and human progress be lost. 

Our Federation of Lubor is the one which is defending and maintaining for ever the 
American public education and liberties; It isthe one resisting the big politicians and capi- 
talistic combination; and lastly, it isthe more honorable guard, watching for the true rights 
and liberties of the masses of the people of Porto Rico. 

Of course, the existing system of the Government of Porto Rico is not a democratic one 
in form; but in practice, it has made the island progress with intensity and it should continue 
its work protecting the masses of the unhappy workers, under the control of honest and true 
Americansand Porto Ricans. We do fear the reaction of the monarchical and clerical ele- 
ments of Porto Rico in whose hands the fatal ignorance of the people has put the power of the 
majority of the voters. 

Now, the principal question which will cause a fundamental change in the actual condi- 
tions will be the granting by Congress of full American citizenship to all the people of Porto 
Rico. The refusal to grant this has been the strongest argument used by the enemies of 


American control of the island. 
During the last eight years we have greatly advanced in this country with the help of the 


American labor movement and we hope our progress will continue.” 

We continued our efforts to help our fellow-workers in Porto Rico in every way within 
our powerand in addition to the special organizer and representative, Santiago Iglesias, a 
number of efficient and faithful general organizers are constantly giving the best efforts of 
which they are capable for the organization and improvement of the conditions of the workers 
of Posto Rico. . 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


So many references have been made in other portions of this report to the part played by 
the American Federationist in tbe struggle and achievements of the year that it is hardly 
necesıary under this head to point out specifically and at great length the importance of our 
official magazine in working out the destinies of the American labor movement. 

The struggle for the maintenance of free press and free speech relates directly to our oM- 
cial magazine. Should the efforts of our opponents be successful, we would be denied the 
right to print freely the things which it is most necessary that our fellow-workers and the 
general public should know. While I have pointed out elsewhere in this report, the struggle is 
by no means terminated, yet I can say with sincere conviction that at no time in the past has 
there been any change in my policy of writing and printing freely what the people should know 
of our labor movement, nor should there be any change in the future. 

Not only have the columns of the American Federationist contained the best thought put 
forth by able writers, but it has been an open foruin for the discussion of the economic 
problems of the day, and for the dissemination of information which could be sent forth 
through no other better channel. 

In our struggle for the maintenancé of free press and free speech the files of the Amertcan 
Federationist will afford inspiration to the historian and information to the student as to the 
temperate, yet insistent, manner in which we have struggled for the preservation of constitu- 
tional rights, not only for the workers, but for all the people for all time. 

The work which the American Federationist has already performed will become more and 
more important as time goes by—there is much yetto do. There may be some wrong to be 
combatted, some injustice to be righted. some improvement to be secured, some advantage to 
be gained for the tollers. There will always exist the necessity for a free forum, having the 
confidence and esteem of the workers. through which shall be stated the accurate attitude and 
record of the doings of our organized labor movement; to voice the timely protest, a voice 
that shall ring clear and true. Itisouraim to havethe American Federationist truly express 
and refiect the sentiments, hopes, and aims of the tollers for the welfare of all. 

The American Federationist continues to grow in the estimation of thoughtful people and 
of the public generally. That it is appreciated is shown by the large amount of its editorial 
and other matter which is continually reprinted by the labor press and other publications in 


America and other countries. 
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It has been my aim to maintain a temperate, just,and courteous spirit in all editoria! 
utterances, and yet to stop at no limit of plain speaking which might be necessary to place 
before all the position of lahor on the vital problems of our time. I believe this attitude has 
been appreciated even by our most bitter opponents though it would be too much to say that 
they have replied in the same spirit. 

The blackmailing and boycotting tactics of certain opponents still continue, and their one 
hope and strongest effort is so to cripple our advertising that the magazine will become too 
expensive for our Federation to bear and thus be unable to carry on its good work. 

The increasing number of public problems which demand attention and elucidation at the 
hands of the workers makes it necessary to publish a magazine of large size and one which in 
appearance and character of contents may challenge favorable comparison with any publica- 
tion, and yet I would wish to impress strongly upon the workers the necessity of securing for 
our official magazine a much larger circulation; this, not only for the financial support which 
would result, but more especially that the matter set forth may reach all the workers, even 
those who are not yet officially associated with us as members of our unions. 

The support and sympathy of our members and friends have been the greatest possible 
inspiration and encouragement in aiding the American Federationist to the accomplishment of 
its high ideals. I feel that with the continuance and spread of this feeling much greater 
things may be accomplished. 


LABOR PRESS. 


Again I may refer to the splendid service rendered our movement by the Labor Press of 
America. In no country on the globe are there so general or so effective publications purely 
devoted to the interests of the wage-earners as are issued by the men of our movement. The 
service of the labor press in organizing and uplift work can not be calculated in dollars and 
cents. It is our duty as trade unionists not only to give them our moral support but the more 
substantial assistance that they may live and prosper and be of still greater efficiency to help 
in the struggle for justice and right. 


ORGANIZERS. 


My report would not be complete if I did not add my tribute of thanks and esteem to the 
salaried and volunteer organizers of the American Federation of Labor for the magnificent 
services they have rendered and the sterling fortitude they have displayed during the trying 
ordeals of the year just closed. No effort has been neglected, and no difficulties have been too 
arduous for these intrepid and devoted lovers of their class. In season and out of season, by 
night and by day, through storm and stress in the face of every obstacle, these loyal working 
men and women have urged and toiled for solidarity and progress through the medium of self- 
help, the trade union movement. 

It is especially gratifying to say that in addition to the unbounded enthusiasm, courage 
and loyalty that our staff of organizers possess in such an unstinted quantity that they give 
every evidence of their substantial development as original thinkers, and they are losing little 
opportunity to increase their fund of information. This fact is a realization of a hope fre- 
quently expressed by many of our friends and well-wishers, and it emphasizes two essential 
features; first, that the labor movement stimulates study, and second, that it inspirgs men 
with the ambition to take their natural place in society as factors for social progress. 

Our organizers have not only shown talent, logic, and force in public expression, but they 
give numerous examples of development as tactful, thoughtful, diplomatic adjusters of griev- 
ances, either between employers and employes, or between members of our own organizations 
in their jurisdictional disagreements, or other lines of economic demarkation. The only regret 
is that we are not always possessed of funds sufficient to accommodate our constituents with 
the services of an organizer when they find the time opportune. Nor are we ina position to 
keep organizers in the various localities for sufficient length of time to produce ‘the best 
results. Weare doing the best we can, however, with the limited means at our command. 

There is not a dollar expended in the fleld of organizing our fellow-workers but that brings 
its return a hundredfold in the form of improved conditions for the toulers, the protection of 
their rights, and the resultant organization. It is our duty to the fullest to provide the means 
with which this work can be carried on and extended. 
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CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion let me reaffirm my conviction that the labor movement of our country will 
emerge triumphantly from the persecutions of those who would hamper its beneficent activi- 
ties. Our work for the uplift of humanity goes steadily on through gloom and through sun- 
shine. Defeat is not possible to those who toilfor humanity. Our brief summary of the events 
of the past year gives us every reason to hope for even greater victories in the future. We 
are progressing toward the day of real freedom and brotherhood for all humanity. In our 
labor movement lies the hope and promise of the future. Let us be of good cheer and make 
this convention the instrument of even greater achievements for the future. 

The year has been full of constant work and duties which I have endeavored to perform 
to the best of whatever ability I may possess. It is true that for four months the work varied 
from previous years, but it was only different in place, and partly in character, for wherever 
I happened to be it appears that my greatest desire and pleasure are to be of service to my 
fellows in the great work for the common uplift, and to me there is no line of activity so po- 
tent to accomplish this as in the labor movement of our time. 

There is no one who realizes more than do I how far short comes my work and this report 
from the ideals which I have set for myself, but from that realization comes also the conscious- 
ness to me that I have tried to do my very best to be helpful to my fellows. With that one goal 
constantly before me, I work on and on. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 
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SECRETARY MORRISON’S REPORT. 





To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the American Federatio® 
of Labor: 

FELLOW-UNIONISTS—I have the honor to submit a report to you of the receipts and 
expenditures for the past twelve (12) months, beginning October 1, 1908, and ending Septemher 
80, 1909. 

It is with much pleasure that I report at the close of this fiscal year $167,808.46 in the 
treasury, the high-water mark inthe history of the American Federation of Labor. Of the 
amount on hand $115,877.14 is in the defense fund for local trade and federal! labor unions, and 
can be used for strike benefits only in the case of a strike or a lockout of the members of these 
local unions. The balance, $51,426.32, is in the general fund. Of that fund $12,787.21 is avail- 
able for general expenses of the American Federation of Labor. The balance, $388,6€9.11, is 
divided as follows: In the fund created by the one-cent assessment levied by the Executive 
Council, in accordance with the recommendation of the Norfolk Convention, for the purpose of 
placing organizers in Los Angeles, Cal., and other cities, to offset the efforts of the Manufac- 
turers’ Associations to disrupt labor unions, $220.75; in the fund created by the one-cent assess- 
ment levied by the Executive Council, in accordance with the recommendation of the Norfolk 
Convention, to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in injunction suit, $413.00; in the fund created by the moneys received in 
response to the appeal issued by the Executive Council to the local unions offiliated to the 
American Federation of Labor, for appropriations to be used for the legal defense of the officers 
and members of the American Federation of Labcr, in injunction suit and contempt’case. 
$88,024.37. 

The total receipts from all sources are $282,377.64; the total expenses are $208,702.07; leaving 
a balance of receipts over expenses of $28,675.57. 

The following isa summary of the receipts and expenses for twelve (12) months, ending 
September 30, 1909: 





RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand October 1, 1000............................ cece meee ere ance nveescessesssosees $138,627 89 
Per capita ta x...................... .... .................. .................. ........ >” $104,170 49 
Supplies ............................... . sees ......................................... 7,194 45 
Interest on funds ON depostit. ............................ ........ ................ . 2,060 00 
The American Feder ationtst ............................................. .......... 20,148 73 
Assessment, United Hautters. ..................................................... 41,852 59 
Assessment, Los Angeles and other citfes. ........................... ........... 1,202 10 
Assessment, for legal defense...... ...... ............ ................ ............. 852 54 
Assessment, I. To. U. ......................... ............ ........................... 40 00 
Appeal for legal defense fUN....... ccc ccc cece cece ete e eee ee eect cece esseeecee 40,89 34 
Defense fund for local trade and federal labor unions. ........................ 11.383 06 
Premiums on bonds of local unions............... .. ........ pacer esencecececcese 1,602 35 
— 213237 64 
Total...o...0... @reserve ............. ........e. ............Ae ....... eee ereeeresvereeorenvese e $371,005 58 
EXPENSES. 
General . ................. ............................ .......... ......... ....... $137,181 88 
The American Federctionist .................... Ener rennen een ernennen nen 22,703 57 
Defense fund for local trade and federal labor UNICNS...........ccceeenee ..... 788 
Premiums on bonds of local unions....... ..................... ......... ......... 1,226 
Assessment, United Hatters............. ................ ......... .......... .... 41.852 59 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1009.......... ............ .............................. $167,308 46 
é 
. RECAPITULATION. 
In general fund..........:ceesssacooeonensreeesnenuneerenns een ernennen ........... ...... ......... $01,426 82 
In defense fund for local trade und federal lubov unions............00. ........ .......... 115,877 14 
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The following is the grouping under their respective heads of the detailed 
expenses; 


Appropriations: 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. ................................................. 
Union Label Trades Department. . .. ......................... ............... ............ 
Union Label Laws, to compile and pri t digest. ............ ........ ......... ........ . 
Rubber Workers 124%, for per capita tax ...... ....... ............................. cece 
Ship Drillers 9037, for per capita tax............................................... zo... 
Central Labor Union, Chelsea, Mass., for per Capita tax........................... . 
1 1 .................. ........................................................................... . 
Refund of premiums on bond, supplies returned and charter | (or sec ecccecece 
Premiums: 
Bonds, local unlons....................................................................... 
Treasurer’s bond.............. ......... ............. ............................... ...... 
sSecretary’s bond....... ....... ............. ........................... ....... ........... . 
Fire insurance ............................ .................................... ............ 
Newspapers, magazines, and books ................. ................. ....................... 
Stamped envelopes. ................ occa cece ens ....................... ............ ......... . 
Freight, drayage, and expressage ............ ......................... ....................... 
Printing and binding bound proceedings of Denver Convention. ...................... . 
Telegrams, etc rer ...... COSHH Sc zur zur Zur Zr eee zu Zr OHO ur Zr HORE HEHE .. 10 or. ?6e .... nr 00.0 0020006 
Postage stamps ................. ................ ............................................... 
Legislative expenses.......... occ e ee eee eet see cence eeseeeneereeeres ................... ........... 
Supplies and Printing. ........................ ............ ................................... .. 
(lee flxtures. .......................................... .......... .............................. 
Committee on Industrial Education cee cece terete ewe e entre ernennen ernennen nenne . 
Expenses of fraternal delegates=tto British Trades Union Congress and ‘Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress. ............. ......................... ................. ...... 


Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain. .......................... 


Denver Convention: 


Printing daily proceedings. ............................................... voro.e 
Telegrams, telephone, stamps, porters, baggage, stationery, reading proof, ‘send- 

ing out daily proceedings, rent of typewriters, photographs........cc.ecccccecs 
Committee rooms. ................... ....................................... .. ....... 
Stenographers .................... ............... ............................. ........... 
Printing and supplies......... ccc cece ccc cece ............ ............................... 
Messenger, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Assistant Secretary ...... cc . ................. . 


Expenses Secretary attending Denver Convention. ......cccceccccevccsccccccccccees 


Salary: 
President eeeeaeetpesveeeevneoe se Be Pr 2 Le y ,r 8 ,r HH TE 9 FT ET ET FT TE PT TR ET LE RT EC OU DT BE OH CC I BD TH TH es © vs 000090 
Secretary -2r8 v8 0 1 0998 9 I ET HH» = m na 7 1 PP HE HU HU RER eet eas ev—so, era 90 4 van 0 na oe esa 
Treasurer ........ ............ ............. ................................................ 
Office emploxes. ............ .............................................................. 
Janitor service em or.» vv... .......s wo. .............e 20, 0 0 7 y EP Pr ROH RH HH BETT LT TO EHE OH BB OH HH HT TFT TE CE 5 080 
Expenses: 
Executive Council meetings 2... ccc cc ccc ccc nee cc ete .................... ............. 
President „9 eevee ee sen -...... .......:.n.n”„.„.„...... wear 18 0 9 01 1 0 8 0 ee voeos,seeuoe 90 so .....:.,:,, 
Secretary 2000-0000 s 0000 RL ER Rn Rn en ernennen nn nee Pa ER 
Auditing and Credential Committee @re ose it-#+et# ee eee eeeeeete vw... ...—. .v-—.....n. .."n.,,;>,0. 


Defense fund: 


Strike benefits .-»—-— nn. un —n—sns 0 8 1 BE 9,1 0 8 0 8 9 7 8 8 0 U HH OH ER HH TH TR EEE ST Te Denkens onen 00 
Assessment: 

For United Hatters of America (Scent) . .............................. .......... ...... 

For organizing in Los Angeles and other eities (l-cent) ............... ............. 

For legal defense (l-cent) verr.e0 vers so. e® voran u, 980 1 a0 0 82 0000 8 ser 000 0001 TB re ee - 8 @@e8 66 

_ Appeal: 

Legal defense fund . ..................................... ............. .... cece eee ....... 
OÖrganizing EXPENSES. ooo. ccc ee . ........... . .... .. .. te beeen ... ..... ernennen rennen ne ...... 
Printing and publishing The American FPederatiomist. ............ ..... ...... TT erT TET TT eee 

Total PEPPER ee ener sesoneeoneseees u... 0n Er TEE eOoemrveasreverteaveess nee erene-e8 e 


monthly 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1909. 
I herewith furnish a table giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 29 years: 


203,702 07 
$1,887,705 8 





VOTING STRENGTH OF FEDERATION, 1897 TO 1909. 


No. votes. 
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ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following is a statement of the amount received during the fiscal year from the one- 
cent assessment levied tc place organizers in Los Angeles, California, and other cities where 
the manufacturers are endeavoring to disrupt labor unions, and an itemized statement of the 
moneys paid out of that fund during the fiscal year ending September 80, 1900: 











RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1008... .................. ......... ............ ............... $7,787 02 
Receipts from October 1, 1908, to October 1, 1909... ess seeeeereeereee ....................... ... 1,202 10 
Total... .cccsccccccccvcccsccscccesccecs ....... ................ ................. ........... $8,980 13 
⸗ EXPENSES. 
Expenses, A. A. Hay, October 10, 118, to September 18, 1909: 
Salary......ccccccsecaces .................. .................................... $1,500 00 
Hotel expenses ................... ................ ..... ...................... 1,152 00 
Railroad fare.............................. Cece cece sare cecerececees ......... 374 8 
Salary and expenses of asslata nts........................ ................... 1,346 5 
Telegrams and tele ppwones........................ occ ee ene recerccecceesscece 227 44 
Baggage transferring ............. .......... ............ ..................... 38 60 
Rent of Off1 Ce... 2... ccc cece cece renee .................... ...................... 621 50 
Stam 07 nenn nenn nennen nennen een nennen nen 219 50 
Printing and office supplies........... ............ ....... ................... 450 26 
Office furniture and fixtures................ cece meee cece eee sencnceercsseccess 4 65 
6,944 34 
Amount paid back on account of amount advanced in excess of bills 
rendered last year........... ....... ................................... 06 95 
=— 85373» 
Expenses, Wm. E. Terry, October 8, 1908, to July 81, 1909: 
Salary ........ ................. ........... ............... ....................... $1,360 00 
Hotel Expenses. .....cccccccccccccecscccsensccccssnsssccscessscsccsseces ....... 70 00 
Railroad fare, stationery, stamps, telegrams.. .... ............. ......... 849 15 
e 2,409 15 
Amount paid back for balance of amount received in excess of bills j 
rendered last yea@r..........ceseeees ........ ............. ................. 31 7 
— 2,487 8 
Bxpenses, O. W. Fredrickson, August 7 to September 18, 1000: 
Salary .......................................... seco cece arco ees cccsceseees . 206 00 
Hotel eXPpenSes.................... .............................. ............. 122 50 
Railroad fare, stationery, stamps, telegrams... ....... ............ .... 26 60 
Amount advanced in excess of bills rendeéered. ............................ 100 00 
— 43 10 
Total ...crcccccrcccsescccveccnccevesccesesesses .............. ...................... un BURN 
RECAPITULATION. 
Receipts..... ........ ................ ............ ............ Kronen ....... ... ..... ..... .......... mn 12 
RXPponses.......... ........... .......... .................. .......... ............ ............... 8,768 37 
Balance on hand October 1, 1909....... oe ................ .................. sn... ...... . $20 75 


ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following isa statement of the amount recetved during the fiscal year from the one- 
cent asscssment to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American 
Federation of Labor in the injunction sult, and an itemized statement of the moneys paid out 
of that fund during the fiscal year ending September 30, 1909: 





RECEIPTS. 

Balance on October 1, Iä. . ooops eee cc ere rec ccer cece ....................... .............. $4,007 13 

Receipts from Getober 1, 1908, to October 1, 1I000............. cee cece reece ee ............... 862 54 
Total. ............ .... PP $5,459 $7 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 49 


EXPENSES. 
On account Attorney Fees and Expenses: 
Ralston & Siddons.... eeeoese eeeoaesesmeseoeoeesneoevesveoseeoeeeceoeoeneeeeveeeeneeeveeeeseee eo — — TH ST BT DT OT ER ee $4,442 61 
Alton B. Parker.........cccccceees .............. ....... ER 264 52 
Stenographic report on hearings......... ................ ......... ......................... ee 96 80 
Premiums on bonds, Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison. acer cceccccncescoeces ccc enccccscces 245 00 
Expenses as witness, Ed. A. Weeck, se cy...................... ........ ..................... 6 76 
Tota! ....... 1002200000000 r* w.—.........©. wm... 00100 0000086 os... ........n..n... .””r-.-—..,.... eoeeee 85.045 68 
RECAPITULATION. 
Receipts ...........n.—..0.0.1.0., 00000090 . 0010500000. sm... 00:00 000000 ô 2—0 ...0n 0, 0@en 0000000000. . 00,0 0000 $5,459 67 
Expenses uno, ,.0000. sen, .000en00 0000000 0.0 00° ....... .............am Ceocreoeeresescessceces 6,045 68 
Balance on hand October 1, 1909...... .......... ................ ...................... 8413 00 


APPEAL FOR APPROPRIATIONS. 


The following is an itemized statement of the amount received from the appeal issued to 
local unions requesting appropriations to be used for the legal defense of the officers and 
members of the American Federation of Labor in the injunction suit, and an itemized state- 
ment of the moneys paid out of that fund during the fiscal year ending September %, 1900: 


| RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand October 1, 1908 .......u vr... :.— a rn 002 eo ep eo 098 sur 008 0 pa 7 Bo 1 BE a 9 0 0 TH TR ET LE aeons $3,406 64 
Receipts October 1, 1908, to October 1, 1000................................. Sonnen eneeunnennnne 40,891 34 
Total.. ....... ve, 08 0 989 088 ver r........—.,. 0... sv... .n.. nr. nn... 007 0...,....:....e . m... .... ....2 0 e,.,...0..® $44,207 or 
EXPENSES. 
On account Attorney Fees and Expenses; 
Alton B. Parker eee@eoveoev @evoeee #9 eene .s.-„.„......aannm.e vw... 1.1... er 0, 0, 009,090 ven BP 9,9 vo 9 9 oe 920080 92,500 00 
Ralston & Siddons a. 0,008 vv -—......... m —_........”u‚ .v....e.nso “vw. ......n..n..... -. . .n..ne. nr. 0......”. .—© ee 604 80 
Stamps, mailing circulars........oneeneenecsnsnnnnnnnennnunn nun nn nennen nun nenn nee ........... 495 00 
Clerk hire, addressing, folding and filling circulars.. ........ ................... ........... 694 67 
26.000 envelopes. Seoeeseseereeeeseeseresrennsneses Seer eseeneeeessese eeesesces —o |. 00000. —......... . . 76 70 
1. 100 copies Washington Law Reporter... @esoovooeses .m.-.....—...L.. .....:..:”"..... eeeeeeeoeeeeseeeee aes ee 48 00 
25,000 pamphlets, reprint of Editorial ...................... ...... .................... ........ 349 EO 
Clerk hire.................. ........... .......... ....................... ............... ........ eee 8&2 66 
Printing @esetenveeceveesee ose aeveseeevevoeseveoeteoteesecneaevreaeaneeens @eseovpoaeeenes eon .„-—-—....n.n...n.........,,—0 so ...n..0 eo... 084 38 
8 copies, arguments before Court Of Appeals........................ occ ccec er eccsesceccccece 216 15 
Expenses, President Gom pers holding conferences with attorneys at New York City.. 1% 50 
Refund ..-..-....... ... ...n...:.0,0...m. nm. .... .8n.,...."-.. esp . 0... 200 0. 0. 1... ..,.... LESE ZEZEHZZELS EZ EN EEE LKEK ETW ERWIN ET 25 00 
Copy of decision of Court of Connecticut ......... .................... ....................... 13 
Total @eeteoeeoeeec 0 0 99.0900 08 sv... ...n..m—... vor. ....a.a. 2u..:„.... @eeera 0864 ee „ss... ...n... ....".u2 8er. ,....:.....„. $6,273 61 
|  REOAPITULATION. 
Receipts zes Tree 350 01er 2000 0 ...—.—  ............ ............. .0.®s m... .:am-„...>0.0 @eesesneeece $44,207 98 
Expenses ..,. 1000000002008 080001 0000000 Seen, eeeweeeecnsewenoeeenneeened .. 0 000.0 LEKEIS EKETENIN WETTEN 0,273 6 
Balance on hand October 1,1000 ............... ....... ............... ........... ....... .. $88,024 87 
CHARTERS. 


During the twelve months ending September %, 1009, fees have leen received for 176 
charters issued to National and International, Department, State, Centrul, Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number three were granted to the following Internationals: 


Operative Plasterers’ International Association of the United States and Canada. 

Brotherhood of Railway Clerks. 

International Brotberhood of Pulp, Sulphite, and Paper Mill Workers of the United 
States and Canada. 


Two Departments as follows: 


Railroad Employes Department. 
Union Label Trades Department. 
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Two State Branches as follows: ° 
Nebruska, Wyoming. 
Forty Central bodies as follows: 
Alabama: Kentucky: Ivania: 
Heuser, Henderson, Jeannette, 
Kanans: Louisville. Latrobe, 
Hartford, Missouri: Oil City. 
Hot Springsand Victnity. Poplar Bluff. rto Rico: 
Arisonn: Mississippi: Ponce. 
(Globe Water Valley. Tennessee: 
Canada, Ontario: Montana: Jackson. 
Hamilton, Roundup. @XAs: 
Ottawa, Ne : Childress, 
Toronto. ly. 
Florida: New Jersey: Greenville, 
Miami. Atlantic City, Palestine, 
Tino a: Perth Amboy. Wichita Falls. 
Henrdatown, New York: Washington: 
Kidorado, Mt. Vernon, Olympia, 
(iil’o«plie and Vicinity. Tarrytown. nsin: 
Kankakee. klahoma: Rhinelander. 
Indiann: Guthrie, Wyoming: 
Hicknell: Sa pulpa. Sweetwater County. 
Kansun: Oregon: 
lola. Portland and Vicinity. 
CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897°1909. 
In- De- | | 
Cen-; Trade 
YEAR. terna- part- : State. 
| tonal. ment. tral.; Unions. 
WOOT cece eee ................................ | BR... ese 2 18 | 154 
) |... Se Roemer ee tae ee ease cece nese easeeeas 9 ........ 0 12 122 
im, ‘ eaate eee « ee Se 0 1 000000. | 9 .e 000. 1 hs) 303 
lian), @eurnte ec u u u zu @Qeewmaereaaeveeveereesee ee ORO RC CHER ee 1 14 mer: 0006 § 06 484 
WOLD, ccc cece cect cence reece ese e eset eene er eeees | T ........ 4; 138 675 
Woy Coleve Wh months'........ ................. | 14 ........ 6 | 1% 598 
Ct) ...... . ........................... cece MW ........ 3 | 171 743 
) {1 VE 1 ........ 5 yo 179 
WAS. .............. ........................... Bo ........ 1 07 143 
WOOD, . . .... —VV— u a 588 167 
IVM. ............................... 8 ........ 1 72 204 
TOON, cc ccc ese ese ener en eee eee en ene eneeeeeee rons 0 2 | 4| 78 100 
WOOD .......... ............. ..................... 3 2 2 410 77 
Total................ .................. . 107 | 4| 38 986 | 3,866 6,871 
International.... aeeeeeeSeeeeseseeoeeeeeeoneeeeeeeeeeeeeenese ....n...nm.._......0.0%0 ............--...........2—> 3 
Department euseee SeOeeeoseoeeseeneeeesonesevenoeonee .—..... nn. ........ Pee ee TIEFE 2 2 2 
Mta to. ............. ee .........u.s. eoeeeeresersne @eeeeeaesteesas SOHC HHE HEHEHE HHH ORE eR HEH HOH BREST “oo... 2 
CTY 1 | nennen nn nen ..................... .......................................... 4) 
Federal Labor Union .... ........................................................................... 62 
Local Trade Union. .—.. .........08002.0..0..:C..„„.......— .e..........,.,: -@eeoee eee vv... »moeo...... .n..e."... ....n... 7 
Total..... ................Ee vu... .......» IKEU TEEN TITEL EKETEINTET EIER TET TER TER IRETEW ENT .v.... 176 


CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED, DISBANDED, JOINED INTERNATIONAL 
UNIONS, AND RESTORED. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS.—Suspended, 2; Lobster Fishermen's International Protective 
Association, Gold Beaters’ International Protective Association of the United States. 

STATE BRANCHES.—Revoked, 1; Iowa State Federation of Labor. 

CENTRAL BODIES.—Revoked, 11; disbanded, 16; suspended, 82; charters restored, 8. 

LOCAL TRADE UNIONS.—Disbanded, 30; suspended, 68; joined international unions, 6; 
merged with other unions, 4. 

FepuraL LABOR UNIONS.— Disbanded, 8; joined international unions, 1; suspended, 36. 


e 
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MEMBERSHIP. 


To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the 
membership during the past nine years, I have prepared the following table, showing the vot- 
ing strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1901 up 
to and including 1909. This table is based upon tha average membership reported or paid upon 
to the American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizations: 



































ORGANIZATION, 1901. | 1902. | 1908. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. | 1908. | 1909. 

Actors’ International Protective Union .. . g 5 1 1 11 1 1 
Allied Metal Mech. Int CRP ORO LO ODO E EES 4 6 a a a a a 
Bakers and Confectioners’ International....| 64] 102 19 | 106 | 110 | 108 107 
Barbers’ National Union.......ccccccssceveesee| 116 | 100 231 | 241 | 285 
Bill POBtOTS. 0.1... . .s....o u... 14 14 14 ı 14 
Blacksmiths, Intl. Brotherhood Of ...........| 85 48 100 82 os | 100 100 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders.........| 73 95 134] 18| 187] 162 196 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union............«:-| 8&8 | 14 390 | 821] 390] 320 920 
Bookbinders, Intl. Brotherhood of...........| 68 70 06 68 80 70 71 
Bottle Blowers’ Asso. of U.S. and Canada...| 47 59 70 78 80 88 98 
Brewery Workmen, National Union.........| 336 | 201 30 | 360 °| 400 400 
Brickmakers’ Alliance, National ........0..+.| 17 41 4 6 48 98 95 
Broommakers’ Union, International......... 8 9 10 10 9 8 8 
Brushmakers’ International Union.............. . 7 6 5 4 2 
Building Employes of Amer. Intl. Union of..|......)......1. ° e * e 
Carpentersand Joiners, Amalgamated......| 26 82 48 48 58 81 78 
Carpenters and Joiners, Uni Bro. of... 400 | 800 1432 | 1687 | 1030 | 1706 | 1640 
Carriage and Wagon Workers .............6+-| | 81 82} 383 $1 16 16 
Carvers’ Union, International Wood........| % 3 16 16 16 18 18. 
Car Workers, International Association of..| 10 4 50 40 50 4 50 
Cement Workers....... ............... | 2| 8| 78 90 
Chainmakers’ National Union’....... ......... 4 6 6 6 6 6 8 
Cigarmakers’ International Union..........| 880 | 3847 414 | 31 | 390 | 409 808 
Olerks, Bro. Railway....... .. P.................. ............ ............... ... 56 
Olerks, Order of Railway ...... Sounnenronsnenne B lecccce + + + + + 
Olerks’ Intl. Protective Asso., Retail........| 30 | 300 500 | 500 | 6500 | 600 150 
Clerks, National Postoffiice @eeeeseneoenesn SOeSeeSFeBtiggsccoeleeszenne evueeleseonce 0 12 18 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United ..........]..... 1% 6 91 3 18 18 
Clothingmakers, Special Order of.........+.+/......| 60 ° ° ° ° õ 
Commercial Telegra phers.............. ...... 20 20 85 19 10 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, Intl ......+/......)..0.0. 13 18 13 18 8 
Coopers’ International Union..........scsese-| 49 57 66 55 53 49 4 
Coremakers’ International Union............| 13 12 b b b b b 
Ourtain Operatives, Amalgamated Lace..... 4 5 5 6 7 8 8 8 8 
Outting Die and Cuttermäkers, Intl. Union.'......1.................. 3 8 8 8 8 
Electrical Workers, International Bro......| 7] 115 | 1831| 210 | 210 | 10 | 392 | 321 188 
Blevator ComstructOrs ...cccccccccssscccccscces eeeon-elenecese 91 99 22 » 3 95 30 
Engineers, National Union of Steam...... | 48 65 | 12 | 176! 175 | 175) 175 | 168 161 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of........./ 18 19 . . . ° . ° ° 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting..| 10 8 9 ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary..| 4 62; 148! 180! 1292| 1383| 1858| 178 107 
Fishermen's National Prot. Asso., Lobster..|......|......|. ....................... 6 6 
Freignt Handlers’ International Untion.....|......)...... 48 3 A 3 63 78 46 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes...... ....... ....... ...... 21 21 9 7 7 8 8 
Foundry Employes, International Bro. of...|.. .... ...... ...... 10 10 10 10 7 6 
Far Workers, International Association of..|...... ...... ...... 8 4 4 4 4 3 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of America.| 14 9 15 16 165) tt) +t} + + 
Garment Workers of America, United....... 154 | 243 | 457 | 457 | 819 | 240 | 834 | 439 534 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint......... ......... 72 71 oe oe oe * oe oe eo 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A., Window....|..... 5 + + + + + + 
Glass Workers’ International Asso., Amal.. 8 20 7 17 16.| 14 12 11 
Glass Workers of America, Amal. Window. |......|...cccleceoe ........... 68 61 oe oe 
Glass House Employes’ International Asso.|......|..... . 6 6: 2 2; ti +t +t 
Glass Snappers, Window............ .......... .......... oe 9 11 12 10 6 . bd 
Glove Workers... .cc.scccsseee .................. ..... ....... DO 20 11 8 8 8 8 
Gold Beaters’ Protective Union, National....|...... 8 8 8 3 8 5 5 + 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife...... 2 2 8 8 8 8 8 3 2 
Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife Blado....... .................. 2 3 8 8 8 
Granite Cutters’ International Union....... 70 82 04 0 | 103} 113 | 196 | 190 131 
Hatters of North America, United........... 73 80 8 83 853 85 85 85 85 
Heat Frost, Genl. Insulators, and Asbestos..|....--!-.c...|.. u... 7 8 5 § 8 6 
Hodcarriers and Building Laborers..........|....cejeceeee 883 55 47 50 %Y| 112 88 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada..| 3 2 44 4 42 4 4 61 72 
Hoteland Restaurant Employes..............| 108 | 191 | 891 | 494 | 887 | 345 | 363 | 386 368 
Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers’ Amal. Asso...; 8 | 150 | 150 | 135 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 60 
Iron Workers, Bridge and Struc., Intl. Asso.| (00 +| 100; 115 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 
Jewelry Workers’ International....... ....... 9 10 24 24 7 4 6 4 8 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, International....| 2% 21 80 22 18 18 2 16 18 
Lathers, Intl. Union of W. W.and Metal....) 14 2 44 50 43 40 40 68 & 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods............{ 82 42 48 46 40 40 #0 40 40 
Leather Workers of America, Amal...... u... 3 R2I| 8 8 10 10 10 8 8 
Lithographers’ Int!. P. and B. ASSD..cccccces eeeeesieoeve ........—.._—Ce ..... 30 3 ll 13 
Lithographic Press Feeders of the U. 8. and | | 

Oan., Intl. Protective Association of...... Snnnnnloneneon sence ...... Vases Kennen ones 6 cesses 10 

shoremen’s Association, International.| 250 | 37 | | 600 | 478] de) | 320] 315 | 218 

Machinists’ Union of America, Intl.......... $325 | 365 | 488 | G7 | 48 600 | 600 | 621 484 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers....... ............... 4 4 4' 5; 5 5 5 











Two State Branches as follows: 


Nebraska, Wyoming. 


Forty Central bodies as follows: 


Alabama: 
Sesser. 
kansas; 
Hartford, 


Hot Springs and Vicinity. 


Canada, Ontario: 


Gilespie and Vicinity. 


Kankakee. 
Indiana: 
Bicknell: 
nsas: 
lola. 


Kentucky: 
Henderson, 
Louisville. 

Missouri: 

Poplar Bluff, 

Mississippi: 

Water Valley. 

Montana: 
Roundup. 

Nevada: 


New J ersey: 
Atlantic City, 
Perth Amboy. 

New York: 

Mt. Vernon, 
Tarrytown. 

Oklahoma: 
Guthrie, 
Sapulpa. 


gon: 
Portland and Vicinity. 
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Pennsylvania: 
Jeannette, 


Childress, 
El Paso, 
Greenville, 
Palestine, 
Wichita Falls. 
Washington: 
Olympia. 
Wisconsin: 
Rhinelander. 
Wyoming: 


Sweetwater County. 


CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897-1909. 













In- De- 
Cen-| Trade 
YEAR. terna-' part- | State. Total. 
tonal. ment. | tral.| Unions. 
1807 eeveserseecenvneeene *eeeneereoesenesatresennee eeoeesneve 8 eoneeree 2 18 154 27 
1808. ..200.. 0... cece cece cece nennen nn nenne nn 9 ........ 0 12 122 63 208 
B 1... ' os | ........ 1 35 308 101 449 
WOOO... rr 5| 96 484 256 80 
WOOL... cc ce ccc ccc ccc cen n cence ce scenssesecese ( ........ 4 123 675 an 016 
1902 (eleven MIONEHS |... cccccececececeeccec ce, 11 ........ 6} 127 598 279 1,034 
OB : : : : : . : : . . : . . . . : . 99 | 3| 171 743 306 | 1.888 
WOOE. ccc ccc cc ccc cc ccc cece nee e tenses senecesans ll ........ 5 00 179 149 443 
1905 ccc cccccecccceccesvecconecceceececesseeses Bere. 1| 67 143 78 987 
1006. oo piece cccesccccccccssereeecesceceeereestees 6 .!! 4| 68 167 87 817 
IVV............................................ 8 ........ 1 72 204 os 373 
1908. eee ee ec ec eee ec ec eeeeeewenens — 2 4| 73 100 55 284 
1009. ree — — 3 2 2| 40 77 52 176 
J pm 

u 2.)7 \ PORRRRRRRERRPEREPEEREERSPRERRRER ea 4 | 8] 088 8,86 6.821 
International oeeeoe 88 eeee @eenvoetsceoese @eovneeveeveeev ove eo ee@rvoeovevevesesvetreone enae ...........n....„.......”„... 3 
Department ........ SER ü TEC HEHE HOT EEE ECO HEHEHE TER EEE TU SCHSHSHHHSHEHHFT ET TE LT TE TE TE TFT ET TE DT OT TE TTS TE TE 2 
BState.............. eeecees Conmeeertresensenane ee ee POCO SOS ECHERHOO SESE ee BPeeesesascvsess eee g 
Central....... ccc ccc cece es ccees ........................... ....... ......... .......................... a) 
Federal Labor Union. ............ ......................... ........................................... 52 
Local Trade Union............ ................. ............... ......... ...... ....... ................ 7 
Total...... eeoeeeeaaneseeoeeeene @veeeeresoce sw... ......n.... ......... ........ ...........- 1.1.0... ee eeaeee 176 


CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED, DISBANDED, JOINEO INTERNATIONAL 


UNIONS, ANO RESTORED. 


INTERNATIONAL UNrons.—Suspended, 2: Lobster Fishermen's International Protective 
Association, Gold Beaters’ International Protective Association of the United States. 
STATE BRANCHES.—Revoked, 1; Iowa State Federation of Labor. 
CENTRAL BODIES.-Revoked, 11; disbanded, 16; suspended, 32; charters restored, 8 
LocAL TRADE UNIoNs.— Disbanded, 39; suspended, 68; joined international unions, 63 


merged with other unions, 4. 


FEDERAL LABOR UnioNs.— Disbanded, 8; joined international unions, 1; suspended, 36. 


e 
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To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the 
mombership during the past nine years, I have prepared the following table, showing the vot- 
ing strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1901 up 
toand including 1909. ‘This table is based upon ths average membership reported or paid upon 
to the American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizations: . 


































































































































ORGANIZATION. won. | 1008. | 1000. 
Actors’ International Protective Union .. . g 5 nh pit n u u 
Allied Metal Mech, Int ... | a 61} 118 70 a a a a u 
Bakers and Confectioners’ International,...| | 102 | 154 | 162| 190] 106 | 110 | 106 107 
Barbers’ onal Union. | m8 | | | | 241 | 255 = 
“Bisa wpa] Bl a8) Bl 8) 8) ag] 8 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders. r ‘178| 190 | 184 | 128] ı87 | 152 126 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union. 8 || | | | 90 
Bookbinders, Intl. Brotherhood 63 7 8 6 6 8 * nv n 
Bottie Blowers’ Asso. of U. 8. and Canada...| 47 50 61 1.3 70 78 a 88 * 
Brewery Workmen, National Union. ses] 336] 291} B00) 306 | 340} 300 “| 400 00 
Brickmakers’ Alliance, National . J 17 4 55 TB 41 “4 43 3 6 
Broommakers’ Union, International 8| 9} n| mi} io} 0| 9| 8 8 
Brushmakers’ International Union. 7| 7] 5] 5| 4 2 
Building Employes of Amer. Intl. Union of. —92 — 3 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated ol | 4) | sı| we 
Carpenters and Joiners, Unit Bro. 1664 | 1482 | 1687 | 1920 | 1706 | 1640 
Carriage and Wagon Workers | s2| al al 15| 16 
Carvers’ Union, International 21 16 16 16 18 18. 
Car Workers, International Association of.. 108 * cy 5 4 wo 
Coment Workers....... “us 42] 63) Rn) 90 
Chainmakers’ National Union 6 6 6 6 6 8 
Cigarmakers’ International Union 405 | a4) 801 | 890] 409 2 
Clerks, Bro. Railway. Fu 56 
Clerks, Order of Rallway . + EE) + 
Olerke’ Intl. Protective A: 00 | 500 | 600} wo| 150 
Clerks, National Postoffice 9 12 
Cloth Hat and Cap Maker: | is) 15 
Olothingmakers, Special Order of * 9 . * * 9 
Commercial Telegraphers ...... » » » 5 ot 10 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, Intl. | 12] 18] w| wl 8 
Goopers’ International Union..... n|s so] 8 o0| a 
Coremakers’ International Union, nny o| o| oe] o| o| © 
Curtain Operatives, Amalgamated Lace 6! 7} sl s| el 8 
Cutting Die and Cuttermakers, Intl, Uni a s| 3| 3] 38 
Electrical Workers, International Bro. s10| 29 | sa] 138 
Elevator Constructors se 21 2 2 2 2 5 2» 
Engineers, National U1 steal 12 | 176 | 175 | 175 | 175) 168 161 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of. 18 1 * * . . ° 2 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting..| 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stattonary..| 41| ¢2| 143 | ım| ı22| 128 | 185 | ım | 107 
Fishermen's National Prot. Asso., Lobste eulenel 6] 6] + 
Freignt Handlers’ International Union.....|. eB 3B 4 8 rs 4 
Fiour and Cereal Mil} Employes. a 2 9 7 7 8 8 
Foundry Employes, Internationa! re 10 10 10 10 T 5 
Far Workers, International Association of a al al al 4] 8 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of Ameri 15 | t+) tt] + + 
Garment Workers of America, United. “| B19) 240 | | 430 5% 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint - Ca - - - .. 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A. +] +] ¢/ +] +1 + 
Glass Workers’ International Asso., Amal 8 7 » m Ww 16) 14 2 a 
Glass Workers of America, Amal. Window. 1 Pa 88] gl} ae] 
Glass House Employes’ International Asso. Neo 2 Sg 
Glass Snappers, indow. 9 u 2 10 6 . 
Glove Workers... » 2 i 8 8 8 8 
Gold Beaters’ Protect J 8 3 8 8 5 5 t 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife. 2 8 3 3 3 8 3 2 
Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife Blade. se 2 3 3 3 3 
Granite Cutters’ International Union.. 7 ® a | 103] 118] 196] 190 13k 
Hatters of North America, United...... 73| 9 | | 95 | | | 5) | 8 
Heat Frost, Genl. Insulators, and Asbestos 7 8 5 5 8 6 
Hodcarriers and Building Laborers..... & 3 a7 0 m7) 1z * 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada. 2B 2 4 42 42 41 4 6 72 
Hoteland 108 | 191 | 301 | 404 | 887) 345 | 963) 886 308 
80} 1560 | 150 | 135 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 Cy 
oO +| 160) 115 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 
9 10 Py a 7 4 6 4 3 
2 2. BO Rn 18 13 B 16 18 
u» 4 m 8 0| | 8 60 
a az * 46 * * * “ 0 
+ 3 2 6 = 10 10 10 8 8 
"and B, Assn. a 2 ul » 
seders of the U. 8.anı 
re Association of. 10 
ation, Internatio: 28 
America, Intl = 
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MEM BERSHIP—Continued. 


. 


OBGANIEATION. 1 





‘Maintenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro.of.| 
Marble Workers, Intl. Association of.. 
‘Mattress, Spring, and Bedding Workers. 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.... 
Metal Workers’ Intl. Asso. Amal. Sheet 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Platers, etc. . 
Metal Workers, Intl. Union, United...... 
Mine Workersof America, United. ..... 
Mine Managers and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso. 
Mineral Mine Workers, United..... 
Molders’ Union of North America, Iron. 
‘Musicians, American Federation of. 
Oil and Gas Well Workers Union, Inti 
Painters of America, Brotherhood of 
Paper Box Workers, International Union of. 
Papermakers, United Brotherhood of. 
Patternmakers’ LeagUß....... sur... 
Pavers and Rammermen, inti. Union 
Paving Cutters’ Union of U. 8. of Ameı 
Photo-Engravers’ Union of N. A. In 
Piano and Organ Workers’ Union... 
Pilots’ Association . 
Pilots’ Association t Lal 
Plasterers’ Intl. Asso. of U. 8. & Can. Oper. 
Plumbers, Gasfitters, Steamfitters, etc. 
Potters, Stoneware... 

Powder and High Explosive Workers u 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative. 
Potters’ National Union of America. 
Printing Pressmen. International. 
Printers, Plate, of U. 8, A., National. 
Print Cutters. 
Printers, Machine Textile.. 
Pulp, Suiphite, and Paper Mili Workers of 
United States and Canada, Intl. Bro. of... 
uarry Workers, International. 











































Railway Expressmen. vn 
Roofers, Comp. Damp & Waterproof Wikra. 
Rubber Workers. 
Bawsmiths’ Union of America. 
Seamen's Union of America, Inti: 
Shingle Weavers 

Shipwrights, Joiners, ai 
Bhibe Walet, and Laundry Work 
Slate and Tile Roofers. 
Slate Workers. 
Spinners’ Assoc 
Steamand Hot Water H 

Bteel Plate Transferrers’ Axso. of America. 
Stereoty pers & Klectrotypers Union of N. A. 
Btonecutters’ Association, Journeymen. 
Stove Mounters' International Union. 
Switchmen's Union of North America. 
Tackmakers ... seve 
Tallora' Union of America, Journeymen. 
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of. 
Telegraphers, Order of Railroad... 
Textile Workers of America, United, 
Theatrical Stage Employes, National 
Tile Layers and Helpers, Intl. Union . 
Tin Plate Workers, Intl, Protective. 
Tol 


























Tube Workers of United States & Canada 
release Union. International 
terers, International Union of 
Watch Case Engravers. Internationa) 
Watch Case Makers, International . 
Weavers. Elastic Goring... 
Wire Weavers’ Protective, American. 
Woodamen and Baw Mill Workers 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DURING 
THE PAST YEAR. 








Death 
Death benefits Sick 
ORGANIZATIONS. benefits. members’ benefits. 
vos. 











— °°" $860 00 | .—.—-—.....e...: "5.100 52° 
ers e@seoaeseeeoeoveeeveneteecesce secs * $300 00 

Barbers eseene s......... ...-.e.000e0 a @eeeoenevesoeeteon [EN KETTE 
Botlermakers.....ccccccccccecace 2.606 60 ver Be, u 0 4 eo venues o.... 
Bookbinders... ...:0. 08 ve... nnn..,.,0 3,900 00 .vsonse = vs r.r....:e..ELaEA".e...0 eee 
Boot and Shoe Workers........| 14,250 00 j........... -| 66,629 67 
Brick, Tile & Terra Cotta Wkrs. 850 00 .seosee .......2e2...e 068606068 0 0 | one neu 0: no ule sn 00 Hannes | Fr 100 — ear-eeoe 
Brid & Structural Iron Wkrs 12,900 00 eeeuneeeuvsce .. eoecoelean eeneceeeveliseoseeseeeeesioeceseeveseoe 
Brus IMAKOPSB......ccccccccccecees @eeoeoeveosvseeove8 eee een eecee 380 00 
Carpenters, Brotherhood......| 221,742 56 33,575 00 29,235 00 
Carpenters, Amalgamated..... 1,203 OO P........................ $3, 

Carvers ............ ........ eeeeesr 2,900 00 .......... 100 C8eeeeeeeerelsa ae soon n00e 81 00 os. .o, 000.0 .. 
Car Workers.....ccccccccsccsvece 625 00 |..0...... 1,000 00 |. 
Cigärmakers ........ .......... .| 238,000 00 5,600 00° 108'000 00 . 
Clerks eeoeneeseoneeeeeoe eeeeasveansese 34,785 00c m. ee 002 — — ⏑0—4 w......................!”"."eee ....... 
Coopers KETTE TETTTERTT ss... ...... 450 00 w„........."."n......"n...e....,.: eeaeecveleosea eoeevneovnaoleeonaevet ae. 
Curtain Operatives. Lace...... 1,725 00 100 00 P........... .............. ennnnoncnelesere eecccce 
Cutting Dieand Cuttermakers. BOO 00 ....................... .. ............... ...... % 00 
Engravers, Watch Case .......clesccsccccccslee ; 
Foundry Employes............. 850 00 ............ 185 00 le. 
Freight Handlers............... 6,040 00 |..... .......... ........ .......... . 00 OD |.....0r.... . 
Fur Workers........... ......... 150 00 ............ ... As ..................... .. .......... 
Glass Bottle Blowers..... ...... 56.077 92 |..... ....... | ........ .... ............ ............ BOV,000 VO 
Glass Workers, Amalgamated. ETT 00 ............ . 

Glove Workers.... .vo... . -....ne. 300 00 epeoe er. ....:e0%0%+ sooo es ele, 00 98 .s.........:".,.:©., ........]).:...,...,.... ee 
Granite Cutters .oo 00.0 ...000.0 eee 19,407 06 ..... soon... Br ..... “el 0000e. @eevanles @eeeveeveselescseeeneseeoee 


Hotel and Resturant Empi®s.. BDO 44 |... cere eees 
Iron and Steel Workers. ewpeeeeose 2,400 00 650 00 6,930 00 IEEE ET ET EEE SKIZZE ZECHE NH .v.........,C,. 
Jewelry Workers......... ....... 50 OD ............ 137 00 |.... 
Lathers m. -... nr... ...,..Oer2e......u.008% ç0U — 8,048 60 LEE ESEZEZIUUZZET TS WEN EEG 
Leather Wks. on Horse Goods. 8,175 00 |....... cones 7,085 00 
Lithographers.... .....ccecccees 6,000 00 ...................... 
Machinists.... ww... 0,0002 0000 0 00 88 44,268 00 w——..n...n.n... =: 145,455 60  .s.......:.0,00 0 |e os aan. so. ........n..o. 
Maintenance of Way Empl's.. 6.000 00 ........................ ............ ............ 
MeatCuttersand Butch. kmn 2,250 00 so .....n...n..l.e.....„.....,..n.........|0 0. wecccvevelecasccoscces 
Metal Polishers eenvensev, ce eeensoevoece 8,000 00 eeeoeoeee s.-...."..n."."r ...er ...i0.. vw... ...n..: ened ......... eeoeoeveeee se 
Metal Workers, Bheet........+. mS | sooo s......|... .........„e..ee sooo... 


 -......n....".. 1.0000 90.0...)„.. ⏑ — — 0. 4 
............!].,.0..s..”„..e.„...."C%Ieeeen ses on 6. 
.........ne efeeneeseneeevofeseeveseeca ane 
@eseeveeseueoeteseesoeenesvsoeoteeseseeseeve 


. 0,0000 0900|: ve neo 00000 | Teen 00 0 


en, 00:00 0000| en 0020000 0 n| + es ee, oe. eo». 


eeeseecevoseesot seen 20 0 0 01 00505 *#@eeeeeeesnve . 


⸗—600 00 00 on Holm oe soo non 0100| ee 500 


....0o00 : |esen ernennen 0: epson, 0 0 
eteesteoeeeneetaeivres eeneaee eofeeeuvueeeeeote » 
zone el oeenenbenne jenen rom 


SetTeseaenvevneonveeeteeese @eeeeese ....n)o...... 


ss eo, 9,,900 00 


Molders, Iron....... senses soecee-| 68,682 06 |. 
Painters . o ode esnseneeeeseene 76,788 50 
Patternmakers...... stesecceccee| 2,060 00 

















Paving Cutters ....... v........., 700 00 ı eeeoee eenrmeeetloeoeseeaesveeees ........ ....""„-........_C. e@eseseeeones® 
Photo-Engravers .............00 1,275 00 on 0ne00|lcon0n« u 00-0 0loen en none nn e|o nenn 00) 11er 
Plasterers...... »oeoo®e sv .....„...n.®. 6,850 00 eeewseteeeeaeeel ao eoaseee eeeenvatoae @ereeeageewoeoapeseaeceneesceote se — — —ß 
Plumbers — s.........e..0:0. 8,000 00 ..... ....... 7,920 00 ERTEILT ILEN ZN ERST ERIER TEE — EZ 
Print Cutters “oo ..0.00 .........—“0O0. 40 00 soon 00o0000r0|len nee: non .j.e DKEXELETERIEZ LEEREN EEE EEE SZ ©8008 
Printi Pressmen ..........00.0 13,600 00 .......0 eoesleseseeseeoosice Peo earesseleeosevesevessiveeeaseseenee 
Quarry 'orkers v..... ers ee 1,600 00 ............„e.e........88,—0e,0 MUSEEN ERIELKELN EEE BE Se zu ze zu zu 3 
Railroad Tele raphers .......: 114,100 00 ........... sle òν ö— ———ä — ———— IE IE u 
Railway Employes, St.& Elec.| 18,000 00 |............ 14,900 79 |........ nun|essnsonneenelennnnnennnre 
Saw Smiths toeeeeoaseoaner s....... 300 00 | ...... @eoeeseleane — —————046400 — ———— EI 
Slate and Tile Roofers ....... eee 1,163 76 POCO HH SHES sr ga nee Seeeee Peeeeeeseseseel|*HHHRSORHEHEOS |S SOF SHER ETO 
Slate Workers ..... ....... ...... 1,800 00 [oe eetscesees Peer | er 000.0 weces St eere8 IKERKIERKZI III ICE IR) 
Spinners Cee ever eonerseser eset senor 700 00 200 00 ........................ —— 

Stereotypers & Klectrotypers. 1,680 00 .„.„...—.,— .....:..„.n... nennen air Eee rare ...........,. 
Stove Mounters .. 001.000. 9000 ee 1,000 00 oo. 0000 De rw we looseson nenne 8080-8 ......I.."„..".....,:C0.0 
Switchmen ..................e.s .. 108,661 00 Teese wvecceesis eoerneconeenece 1,907 86 | eeneece ..... 3110 est 10.09 
Tallors ...........sccceeee — | 11,878 68 |..... en 22,886 00 1.0.0... Kenn ceceneeeee HFSTEPLILRERE 
Tobacco Workers eeosete eoveeeee 1,300 00 „oo. ....... 7. 00 Loop Tre 
Typographical Union .......... 88,175 00 ..... no... —ä—— ——ö Verena 200888 ceccne le eeescecenes 





Weavers, Elastic Goring. ..... eennenenuren Ion eenonenee ............ ............ nenne zu... 
Weavers, Wire. ...—..,,, 0,022 000%° 800 00 ! ..., 0.00 pees —— “on... nn. CHC SHE .... ...... 








c Death a and sick benefits. 
d Voluntary on the part of the association. 
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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

Actors.—No report. 

Asbestos Workers.—Charters surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 2; won, 1; pending, 1. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 20; benefited, 190. Asa result of the organization of the trade 
considerable increase in wages has been secured. 

Bakers and Confectionery Workers.—Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 12. Gain in membership, 
1,310. Number of strikes, 11; won 6. Number of persons involved, 1,077. Cost of strikes, 
$21,000. Death benefits, 8860; death benefits, members’ wives, §300; sick benefits, $5,100.52. 
Local unions expended about §25,000 for unemployed benefits. Donations to other 
unions, $11,000. 

Barbers.—Charters issued, 90; surrendered, 16. Gain in membership, 264. ‘umber of strikes, 4; 
won, 4. Number of persons involved, 960. Offers of reductions in wages were success- 
fully resisted. Death and sich benefits, 858,000. The conditions of the members are being 
gradually improved as a result of organization. 

Bill Posters.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 9. Number of strikes, 
1; compromised. Number of persons involved, 100; benefited, 100. An average gain in 
wages of $l per week. Gains in other respects, recognition of union. No reduction in 
wages in the past year. Material improvement in the conditions of the members of the 
organization in the past 10 years. 

Blacksmiths.—Charters issued, 21; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 4. Cost of strikes, $15,000. 
Number of persons involved, 550; benefited, 550. Nine hour day prevails in the trade. 
Conditions improved generally in the past year, and in several places advantages gained 
without strike. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. 

Boilermakers.—Charters issued, 86; surrendered, 51. Number of strikes, 61; won, 12; compro- 
mised, 3; lost, 34. Number of persons involved, 1,002; benefited, 81; not benefited, 741. 
Cost of strikes, $27,221.24. No reduction in wages in past year. Agreements with 6 large 
corporations on the basis of 9 hour day secured without strike. Death benefits, 
$3,606.50. Higher wages, shorter hours, and better conditions generally prevail as a result 
of efforts of the organization in the past 10 years. 

Bookbinders.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered and suspended, 15. Gain in membership, 884. 
Some members still involved in the continued strike for the 8 hour day which was 
inaugurated October 1, 1907. About 15,000 union and non-union have been benefited, and 
the trade has been placed on an 8 hour workday basis. Cost of strikes, §70,023.75. Death 
benefits, 82,900. Donations to other unions, $190.80. In the past 10 years wages have been 
increased from average of $12 per week of 59 hours to $17.50 per week of 48 hours. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 13. Number 
of strikes, 7; won, 6; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,082; benefited, 1,087; 45 
stillout. Have maintained wages throughout the trade where organized, and in some 
union factories secured increase in wages and better conditions. Cost of strikes, $4,016.35. 
Death benefits, $14,260; sick benefits, $66,629.57; disability benefits, §875. Donations to other 
unions, $25,000. Reviewing results of the organization, increase in wages and better con- 
ditions in all factories where union secured any strength. 

Brewery Workmen.—No report. 

Brick, Tile, and Terra Cotta Workers.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes’ 
one in progress, with 66 members involved. Thirty per cent increase in wages in some 
parts of New Jersey, and union shop agreement in one city, gained in past year. Offers 
of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, §80. Donations 
to other unions, $60. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 8. Two strikes have 
been pending since 1905 against two firms, resisting open shop policy. During the past 
year increases in wagesand better working conditions have been secured in several 
places without strike. No reductions in wages. Death benefits, $12,000. As a result ot 
organization conditions have been improved during the past 10 years from & 10 hour 
workday at §2 to the 8 hour workday at $4. 

Broommakers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 4. Number of strikes, 8; won, 8. Number of per- 
sons involved and benefited, 40. Cost of strikes, $600. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Donations to other unions, $200. Reviewing results of the organization: improve- 
ments in shop conditions and advance in wages amounting to about 5 per cent. 

Brushmakers.—Sick benefits, $88. Donations to other unions, $80. 

Carpenters, Brotherhood.—Charters issued, 136; surrendered, 191. Gain in membership, 4,086. 
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Cost of strikes, $38,266. Death benefits, $221,742.56; death benefits, members’ wives, 832.555; 
disability benefits, $20,225. 

Carpenters, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 6. Cost of strikes and lockout. 
$3,762.50. Deaths benefits, $1,202; sick benefits, $7,020.26; accident benefits, §2,195; tool in- 
surance, $3,126.36; traveling benefits, 83552; superannuation benefits, §7,360.18; unem- 
ployed benefits, $48,298.17. Assistance granted members and other trades, $3,307. Several 
decided improvements of conditions were gained during the spring of 1900. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.—No report. 

Carvers, Wood.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 0. Number of strikes, 1; lost. 
Seven persons involved. Cost of strike, 878. No reductions in wages in the past year, 
and increases in 4 cases secured without strike. Death benefits, $2,000. Tool insurance 
$81.00. Material improvement in the conditions of the members through efforts of the 
organization in the past 10 years. 

Car Workers.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 19. Number of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Two hundred 
persons involved. Cost of strikes, $1,250. Advantages gained without strike: agreements 
signed with 8 railroads. No reductions in wages in the past year. Death benefits, 86535. 
Sick benefits, $1,000. Donations to other unions, $800. - 

Cement Workers.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 21. Four lockouts; won, 1; pending, 3 
Four hundred members involved. An average gain in wages of 2 cents per day. 
Chainmakers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. No reduction in wages in the past year. 
Donations to other unions, 825. As the result of the efforts of the organization 8 hour 

day prevails in all organized shops. 

Cigarmakers.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered,6. Number of strikes, 74; won, 15; compro- 
mised, 1; lost, +. Number of persons involved, 2,606. Owing to incomplete records at 
this time 60 strikes are not included in final result, either in process or not reported. A 
great majority were successful. As far as reported, 798 were benefited, but it is estimated 
that this number will reach 2,000 when all returns are in. Number of persons not bene- 
fited thus far reported, 826. An average gain in wages of 10 per cent per day. Cost of 
strikes, 825,000. The Cigarmakers’ International Union has had the 8 hour day since 
1886. Death benefits, $233,000. Death benefits, members’ wives, $5,000. Sick benefits 
$106,000. Traveling benefits, 850,000. Unemployed benefits, §90,000 

Clerks, Retail.—Charters issued, 62; surrendered, 71. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number of 
persons involved, 200; benefited, 600 clerks. Death and sick benefits, §24,785. Asa result 
of organization the clerks are steadily gaining agreements providing for a maximum 
hour week and a minimum wage scale. | 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 204. 
Number of strikes, 28; won, 18; compromised, 11; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 
462; benefited, 38; not benefited, 124. Cost of strikes, $4,440. No reductions in wages in 
the past year. 

Commercial Telegraphers.—Charters surrendered, 3. Increases in wages for 1% men aggre- 
gating $6,000 a year, secured without strike. Donation toother unions, $00. Asa result of 
the efforts of this organization the pressmen are working shorter hours and the broker 
and press telegraphers have higher wages. 

Compressed Air Workers.—No report. 

Coopers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 8 Number of strikes, 26; won, 13; compromised. 8; 
lost, 7; pending. 4. Number of persons involved, 613; benefited, 100; not benefited. 518. 
An average gain in wages of 1 per-cent per member per day and a corresponding 
reduction in hours of labor. Cost of strikes, $3,475.50. Offers of reductions In wages during 
the past year have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, 50; this feature was 
inaugurated 4 months ago. As a result of the organization of the trade, wages have 
been increased 2 per cent and hours of labor reduced 1 per day. 

Curtain Operatives, Lace.—Charters surrendered. 1. Gain in membership, 6. Number of 
strikes, 1; lost,1. Forty-two persons invoived. Cost of strikes, $5,183.36. Death benefits, 
$1,725. Death benefits, members’ wives, $100. Donations to other unions, $06.40. As a 
result of the organization of the trade higher wages and shorter hours prevail. 

Cutting Die and Cutter Makers.—Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Persons involved, 12, gaining 3 
cents per day in wages. Cost of strike, $300. Death benefits, $300. Unemployed benefits, 
$35. Donations to other unions, $0. As the result of organization in the trade shorter 
hours have been secured and wages increased with a perceptible improvement morally. 

Electrical Workers.—No report. 
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Elevator Constructors.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 5; won.8; 3 
pending. Number of persons involved, 405; 275 benefited, the balance involved in the 
pending strikes. Average gain in wages, 82 cents per member per day. Cost of strikes, 
$23,488.89. No reduction in wagesin the past year. As a result of the organization of 
the trade hours have been reduced from 12 to 16 per week, and wages increased on an 
average of $8 per week. 

Engineers, Steam.—Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 21. Number of strikes, 18; won, 4; 4 de- 
clared off; 1 not reported; 1 lost; lcompromised. Numberof persons involved, 46; bene- 
fited, 46. Cost of strikes, §2,028.50. Material improvement in conditions of the members 
as a result of organization of the trade. 

Engravers, Watch Case.—Number of strikes, 1; pending, 1; 14 members involved. Cost of strike, 
$1,121. Sick benefit, §74.50. Traveling benefits, §34.50. Donations to other unions, $77. 
Better wages prevail as result of organization of the trade. 

Firemen, Stationary.—Charters issued, 16; surrendered, 4. Number of strikes, 5; won, 8; com- 
promised, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 265; benefited, 250. Twenty-five 
cents average gain in wages per member per day. Hours of labor reduced per day for 
8,200 men. Cost of strikes, $3,000. Nine hundred men secured an 8 hour day instead of 
12 without strike. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. 
Donations to other unions, by Internationals, §2,500, and $5,000 by locals. Asa result of 
organization for the trade 9,000 men work 8 hours per day instead of 12, with more pay. 

Fitters, Steam.—Charters issued, 2. Number of strikes, 8; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 
1,200; benefited, 800. No wage reductions reported. As a result of organization wages 
have been increased 26 per cent and hours decreased 20 per cent. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Fifteen per cent increase 
in wages in the past year secured by 40 members without strike. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Increased wages and shorter hours are among the results of 
organization of the trade. 

Foundry Employes.—Charters surrendered, 6. Offers of reductions in wages for the past year 
have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $350; sick benefits, 8185. Donations to 
other unions, $87. Asasresultof the organization of the trade, the 9 hour day has been 
established with an increase in wages from $1.25 to $2.06 a day. 

Freight Handlers.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 12. Number of strikes, 5; 1,740 persons 
involved; 1,000 benefited: 740 not benefited; X cents gain in wages per day. A portion 
of the membership secured Saturday half-holiday. Cost of strikes, $400. Offers of re- 
auctions in wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $6,040; tool insurance, 
$60. In the seven years’ existence of the international wages have been increased 35 per 
cent, and the workday shortened 25 per cent for organized members. 

Fur Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 8. No reductions in wages reported in the past 
year. Death benefits, $150. 

Garınent Workers, United.—Charters issued, 30; surrendered, 16. Gain in membership, 8,497. 
Number of strikes, 7; won, 7. Number of persons involved, 15,000, gaining an average 
increase in wages of 17 cents per day. One hour reduction in hours of labor. Cost of 
strikes to international, $1,000. Donations to other unions, $10,000. Offers of reductions 
in wages in the past year have been successfully resisted. As a result of organization of 
the trade, higher wages, shorter hours, and better conditions prevail. 

Garment Workers, Ladies.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 4. 

Glass Bottle Blowers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 1,00. Number 
of strikes, 4; pending, 4: persons involved, 800. The Association voluntarily con- 
tributed $300,000 in the way of relief to members numbering about 8,000, who were idle 
on account of the introduction of an automatic machine. Death benefits, $56,677.92. 
Donations to other unions, $1,400. 

Glass Workers, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 10. 
Two locals reduced .hours from 54 to 52 a week without strike. Death benefits, $577. 
Donations to other unions, $100. As a result of organization the workday has been 
reduced from 10 to 9 hours, and in some cities the 8 hour day has been secured and 
wages increased 10 per cent. 

Glove Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered,8. Agreements secured with 4 firms providing 
increases in wages from 5 to 15 per cent without strike. No reduction in wages in the 
past year. Death benefits, §200. Asa result of organzation in the trade wages have been 
increased 25 per cent and Saturday half-holiday inaugurated, machine rent and 
charges for needles abolished, and conditions generally improved. 
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Granite Cutters.—Number of strikes, 18; won, 18. Number of persons involved. 978: benefited, 
978. Geins in wages secured as follows: 3% cents per hour for 500 members: 1% cent 
per hour for 800; % cent per hour for 2,500 members, and slight increases in several other 
localities. Cost of strikes, 98,346... No offers of reduction in wages were made during 
the past year. Death benefits, 819,407.06. As a result of organization of the trade the 
hours of labor have been reduced for % of membership from 9 to 8 per day, and wages 
increased 25 per cent per hour for the same number. In some instances bi-monthly and 
weekly pay-days have been established instead of the former monthly system. 

Grinders, Pocket Knife Blade. -Number of strikes, 2. Number involved, 3. These strikes pre- 
vented any further attempt to reduce wages, thus benefiting all members of the trade. 
Cost of strikes, §1,144.90. Donations to other unions, $86.32. General improvement in 
conditions of the members as a result of organization. 

. Hatters.—No report. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.—Charters issued, 57; surrendered, 14. Death benefits, 
$8,000. 

Horseshoers.—Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 500. Increase in wages 
of 35 cents per day for 2,000 members. As a result of organization of the trade wages 
have been increased, and hours reduced generally. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.—Charters issued, 60; surrendered, 88. Number of strikes, 68; 
won, 49; compromised, 10; lost, 9. Number of persons involved, 2,140. Benefited, 1.792: 
not benefited, 92. Slight increase in wages and hours have been reduced on an average 
of % hour per day. The organization has secured recognition and the adoption of con- 
tracts in many cites. Oost of strikes, $17,300.52. Death benefits, $43,280.44. Sick benefits, 
$70,928.08. Donations to other unions, §24,917.87. As a result of organization there has 
been a steady moral and financial advancement of the members. 

Iron and Steel Workers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 15; all pend- 
ing. Number of persons involved, 5,000. Cost of strikes, $25,822.18. Strikes against 
reductions in wages. Death benefits, $2,400. Death benefits, members' wives, 8550. Sick 
benefits, §7,920. Donations to other unions, $30. While there has not been much general 
improvement in the conditions of members, yet the organization has been successful in 
combatting the efforts of the employers to establish infinitely worse conditions. 

Jewelry Workers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Hours have beon reduced from 1 to 
1% per day. No reductions in wages in the past year. Death benefits, §50. Sick benefits, 
$137. Donations to other unions, $04.86. As a result of organization of the trade hours 
have been reduced from ® to BA and 62 a week and better sanitary conditions in factories. 

Lathers.—Charters issued, 17; reinstated, 16; surrendered, 25. Gain in membership, &. Number 

of strikes, 2; won, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 800. Offers of reductions in 
wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, §8,648.50. Donations to other 
unions, 810. Asa result of organization of the trade wages have been increased 50 per 
cent, and conditions otherwise splendidly improved. 

Laundry Workers.—No report. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 

86. Number of strikes, 6; won, 4; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 182; benefited, 
113; not benefited. 3. Reduction of wages prevented, and conditions slightly improved. 
Cost of strikes, $3,190. Adjusted piece price schedules without strike. Death benefits, 
$3,175; sick benefits, $7,985. Donations to other unions, $2,345.85. Asa result of organization 
of the trade wages have been increased, hours reduced, and the yearly revision of piece 
price schedules inaugurated. 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.—No report. 

Lithographers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 442. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Deati benefits, $6,000. Donations to other unions, 8155. 

Lithographic Press Feeders.—No report. 

Longshoremen.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 1: won. Number of 
persons involved, 200; benefited, 200. Offers of reductions in wages were successfully re- 

_resisted. Donations to other unions, $600. General improvement in conditions of the 
members as a result of the organization. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.—No report. 

Machinists.—Number of strikes, 30; won, 23; compromised, 4; pending. 8. Number of persons 
involved, 4,000; benefited, 10,000. Cost of strikes, $233,802. Offers of reduction in wages 
were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $44,268. Sick benefits, $145,455.00. Donations 
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to other unions, 372,888, 18. Hours of labor have been reduced and wages increased as a 
result of organization. 

Maintenance of Way Employes.—Chartes issued, 3; surrendered, X. Gain in membership, 
1,000. Gain in wagos, 10 to 85 cents per day. Contracts with 10 railroads secured without 
strike in the past year. No reductions in wages. Death benefits, 5,000. Donations to 
other unions, $600. Splendid improvement in wages and general conditions as a result 
of organization. 

Marble Workers.—Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 850. Number of strikes, 8; won, 1; 
pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 400; benefited, 40. Cost of strikes, $500. Strikes 
were called to resist reductions in wages. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.—Charters issued, 26; surrendered, 14. Gain in member- 
ship, 800. Number of strikes, 2; won,2. Number of persons involved, 198; benefited, 198. 
Maintained conditions and prevented reduction in wages. Cost of strikes, $612. Death 
benefits, 82,250. Donations to other unions, $846. Largely increased wages, reduction in 

‘working hours, and better conditions generally are results of organization. 

Metal Polishers.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 20; won, 9; compro- 
mised,7; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 500; benefited, 800. Conditions unchanged 
for the other 200 involved. Gains in other respects. Better sanitary conditions. Cost of 
strikes, $15,826.05. Reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, 
$8,000. Donations to other unions, $4,000. As a result of organization wages have been 
increased about 50 per cent, hours shortened | and 2aday, better sanitary conditions, and 
better blower laws, diminishing the death rate from tuberculosis. 

Metal Workers, Sheet.—Number of strikes, 12; won, 8; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 
800; benefited, 600. Cost of strikes, §14,000. Offers of reductions in wages have been suc- 
cessfully resisted. Death benefits, 89,800. Donations to other unions, $00. Asa result of 
the organization wage scale has been increased 30 per cent and the 8 hour day generally 
established. 

Mine Workers, United.—Charters issued, 168; surrendered, 167. Gain in membership, 51,664. 
Number of strikes, 40. Two-thirds of the strikes won; compromised, 1; one-third lost. 
Some strikes 300 and up to 6,000 were involved. Cost of strikes, $472,189.09. Theanthracite 
agreement now in force was obtained without a strike. In West Virginia certain 
employers demanded and received for a short time the long ton of 2,240 pounds. The 
national organization protested and the matter was subsequently adjusted. In central 
Pennsylvania certain operators demanded a reduction in the mining price, which was 
resisted by the organization. Over 8,000 men were involved and were idle for several 
months. The matter has been adjusted and the men have returned to work. Donations 
to other unions, $10,204.89. General improvement in the conditions of labor as result of 
organization. 

Molders.—Number of strikes, 90; won, 4; pending, 14; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 6%; 
benefited, 49. Cost of strikes, $125,136.07. Pending strikes are chiefly against reductions 
in wages. Death benefits, $53,682.66; sick benefits, $122,472.36; unemployed benefits, 
$17,444.32. 

Musicians.—Gain in membership, 2,500. Donations to other unions, $8,000. Material improve- 

* ment in conditions as a result of organization. 

Fainters and Decorators.— Death benefits, §75,788.60; death benefits, members wives, 89,875. 

Papermakers.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 4. Number of strikes, 8; won, 8; compromised, 
2; lost, 3. Number of persons involved, 5,000; benefited, 800; not benefited, 5,800. Cost of 
strikes, §50,000. Wages reduced in some instances. 

Patternmakers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 5; won, 8; pending, 2. 
Offers of wage reduction successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $4,161.86. Death benefits, 
$2,060. Sick benefits, $6,352.24. Tool insurance, $1,705.57. Unemployed benefits, $20,000. 
Donations to other unions, $450. 

Pavers and Rammermen.—No report. 

Paving Cutters.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 850.: Number of 
strikes, 6; won, 6. Number of persons involved, 181; benefited, 181. Established the 8 hour 
day and recognition of the union in many sections. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Cost of strikes, $401. Death benefits, $700. Donaticns to other unions, $400. The 
organization has established a regular rate of wages and a uniform workday of not more 
than 9 hours, and in & per cent of the organized trade the 8 hour day has been inaugurated, 

Photo-Engravers.—Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 31. Number of strikes, 8; won, 1. 
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Number of persons involved, 82. Cost of strikes, $4,410.50. Advantages gained without 
strike: 21 local agreements signed. No reductions in wages in the past year. Death bene- 
fits, $1,275. Asa result of organization the 8 hour day has been established with increase 
in wages, working agreements inevery city, and better sanitary conditions in workshops. 

Piano and Organ Workers.—No report. 

Plate Printers.—Gain in membership, %. Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons 
involved, 38; benefited, 60. Average gain in wages of 2% cents per day. Succeeded in 
securing 5 non-union shops for the organization. Cost of strikes, $400. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Donations to other unions, $800. Shorter hours, better wages, 
and steadier employment are the results of organization of the trade. 

Plasterers.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 10. Number of strikes, 22; won 17; compromised, 
2; pending, 2; in one case demands were withdrawn. Number of persons involved. 1,202, 
nearly all benefited. Average gain in wages of 40 cents per day. Eight hour day 
prevails in the trade. Gainsin other respects: Improving the standard of workman- 
ship. In one other city an offer of reduction in wages is now being resisted, with pros 
pects of a successful settlement. Death benefits, 868,850. Where the trade is well organized 
conditions are steadily improving in the matter of wages, hours and workmanship. 

Plumbers.—Charters issued, 88; surrendered, 42. Number of strikes, 20. Cost of strikes, 829,422. 
Death benefits, §8,600. Sick benefits, $27,930. The efforts of the organization have been 
directed more particularly to the reduction of hours and controlling the apprenticeship 
system in preference to gainsin wages, which have generally advanced with progress 
along the other lines. 

Post Office Clerks.—Charters ‘issued, 11; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 314. Donations 
to other unions, (49.2. As a result of the organization the conditions of the members 
are being steadily advanced. 

Potters, Operative. —Charters surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons 
involved, 48; benefited, 48. Cost of strike, §655. Donations to other unions, $736.15. 
Powderand High Explosive Workers.—Charters surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1; won. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 30; benefited, 8; not benefited, 5. Gains in other respects: Con- 
tracts with two plants and about 10 per cent increase in wages was secured at three plants 
without strike. Reduction in wages in some instances; other offers were successfully 
resisted. In the contracts of the organization in the East there is a clause which gives 
the company the right to reduce wages if they can install machinery which will lighten 
& man's work. Inone plant, at Jermyn, Pa. they took advantage of this clause, and 
succeéded in reducing wages in some departments. The first proposition of the com- 
pany, however, was a reduction of $5.30 per day. and §2.50 of this amount was gained for 

the men, reducing the loss in wages to §2.80. Donations to other unions, $100. 

Print Cutters.—An average reduction in hours of labor of 4 hour per day. Death benefits, $450 
Donations to other unions, $412.50. Asa result of the organization of the trade, conditions 
have improved in every respect. 

Printing Pressmen.—Charters issued, 30; surrendered, 17. Number of strikes, 18; won, 9; com- 
promised. 1. Number of persons involved, 450; benefited, 18,000. Cost of strikes, §275.000. 
No reductions in wages in the past year, and jin some ‘localities 15 per cent increase has 
been secured. Death benefits, $13,000. Donations to other unions by international. 8500, 
and by the local unions $2,000. As a result of organization the conditions of the mem- 
bers have improved 401 per cent. 

Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. No reduction in 
wages in the past year. Donations to other unions, $150. Asa result of the organization 
the members are now working eight hours for the same wages as were received formerly 
for 12 hours. 

Quarry Workers.—Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 500. Number of 
strikes, 10; won, 7. Number of persons involved, 800; benefited, 750. Cost of strikes, 4.206. 
Wages were increased in 20 branches without strike, averaging 16 cents per member per 
day. No reductions in wages. Death benefits, $1.00. Donations to other unions, $1,000. 
As a result of organization higher wages and weekly pay-days have been established, 
and agreements secured under which stone will not be furnished to non-union concerns 

or work on which convict contract labor is employed. 

Railroad Telegraphers.—Successful resistance against offers of reductions in wages. Death 
benefits, $114,100. 
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Roofers, Composition.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 122. Number 
of strikes, 8; won, 1; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Persons involved, 68; benefited, 16; not 
benefited, 62. Hight hour day prevails throughout the organized trade. Donations to other 
unions, $821. Material improvement in the conditions of the members as a result of the 
work of the brotherhood. 

Sawsmiths.—Charters issued, 1. No reduction in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $800. 
As a result of the organization of the trade wages have increased 50 per cent with a higher 
standard of workmen. 

Seamen.—Charters issued, 1; number of strikes, 1. Number of persons involved, 11,000. Cost of 

strike, $127,000. 

Shingle Weavers.—No report. 

Shipwrights.—No report. 

Slate and Tile Roofers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 8. Death benefits, $1,168.75. 

Slate Workers.—Charters surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 1,300. Death benefits, 81,500. As 
a result of organization wages have been advanced considerably and hours of labor 
reduced and fewer attempts to reduce wages. 

Spinners.—Charters surrendered, 8. Death benefits, §700. Death benefits, members’ wives, 
$200. Unemployed benefits, 88,000. Donations to other unions, §600. Asa result of the 
organization hours of labor have been reduced 4 per week and wages increased 80 per 
cent. 

Stage Employes, Theatrical.-Charters issued, 20. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of 
strikes, 10; won, 10. Number of persons involved, 600; benefited, 600. Cost of strikes, 
$3,768.78. Thirty local [unions secured increases in their scales without strike. Proposed 
reductions in wages during the past year were successfully resisted. Donations to other 
unions, §2,7&0. Asa result of organization wages have increased 100 per cent over what 
was paid 10 years ago. 

Steel Plate Transferrers.—Gain in membership, 4. Donations to other unions, $50. The organ- 
ization of the trade has resulted in increased wages and shorter hours. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 886. 
No reductions in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $1,680. The organization of the 
trade has materially improved the conditions of the members. 

Stonecutters.—No report. 

Stove Mounters.—Charters issued, 2. Number of strikes, 1. Number of persons involved, 4. 
Cost of strike, $2,154.05. Death benefits, $1,000. The organization bas succeeded in estab- 
lishing a shorter workday and increasing the wages for the trade. 

Street and Electric Railway Employes.—Charters issued, 2%; surrendered, 9 Gain in member- 
ship, 3,000. Number of strikes, 11; won, 6; compromised, 1; lost, 4. Number of persons 
involved, 4,300; benefited, 3,775; not benefited, 626. Cost of strikes, $10,437.75. Fifteen 
thousand members gained an increase in wages averaging >; per cent per hour. No 
reductions in wages. Death benefits, $18,000. Sick benefits, $14,960.79. Donations to other 
unions, $8,226.87. Asaresult of organization hours of labor have been reduced on an 
average of 2 per day and an increase of § cents per hour secured in wages. 

Switchmen.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 5. Death benefits, $108,651; traveling benefits, 
$1,007 88. 

Tailors.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 14. Number of strikes, 18; won, 11; compromised, 4; 
lost, 3. Number of persons involved, 600; benefited, 420; not benefited, &. Cost of strikes, 
$12,960.50. Three thousand members secured 10 per cent increase in wages without strike. 
Offers of reductions during the past year have been successfully resisted. Death 
benefits, $11,873.68. Sick benefits, 822,885. Donations to other unions, $957.70. 

Teamsters.—Charters issued, 83; surrendered, 75. Number of strikes, 12; won, 10; lost, 2. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 821; benefited, 165; not benefited, 656. Average gain in wages of 
16 cents per member per day. Average reduction of.l hour per day inthe hours of 
labor. Cost of strikes, $17,665. Proposed reductions in wages in the past year have been 
successfully resisted. Donations to other unions, §1,800. Asa result of the organization 
conditions have been improved 80 per cent. 

Textile Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 18. Asa result of organization the hours of 
labor have been materially reduced in a number of States. 

Tile Layers and Helpers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 00. Number 
of strikes, 2; won. 2. Number of persons involved, 160; benefited, 160. Twenty-five per 
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cent average gain in wages per member per day. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Asa result of the organization conditions have been materially improved. 

Tin Plate Workers.—Gain in membership, 40. Number of strikes, 1, pending against "open 
shop.” Number of persons involved, 2,000. Asa result of organization wages have been 
increased, hours reduced from 13 to 8, and the elimination of Sunday work. 

Tip Printers.—No report. 

Tobacco Workers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Death benefits, §1,800. Sick benefits, §7,808. Donations to other unions, $2,000. As a 
result of organization hours of labor have been reduced, wages increased, and conditions 
in factories generally improved. 

Travellers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.—Charters issued, 1]. Gain in membership, 15. 
Number nf strikes, 1; compromised,l. Number of persons involved, 150; benefited, 150. 
Cost of strikes, $2,400. Donations to other unions, §65. Organization has improved the 
conditions of the members % per cent. 

Typographical Union.—( Report for fiscal year ending May 31, 1909.) Charters issued, 4: sur- 
rendered, 12. Gain in membership, 1,181 Number of strikes, 16; won, 6; lost, 3; pending, 
7. Number of persons involved, 114; number benefited, 68; not benefited, 2. Total 
defense expenditures, $161,544.45. Death benefits, $88,175. As a result of organization 
wages have been increased, hours reduced,-and sanitary conditions of workshops 
improved. 

Upholsterers.—No report. 

Weavers, Elastic Goring.—Unemployed benefits, $256. Donations to other unions, $60. 

Weavers, Wire.—Gain in membership, 34. Death benefits, £00. Sick benefits, §838.50. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $201.33. 

Woodsmen and Sawmill Workers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 4. 

Wood Workers.—No report. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


The receipts of The American Federattonist for fiscal year ending September 80, 1909, are 
$20,148.73: expenses, $22,708.57; leaving a deficit of $2,554.84. Notwithstanding the deficit of this 
year, the receipts from The American Federationist for the past six years has been $1,049.02 more 
than the expenses for the same time. The following is a statement of the receipts and expenses 
for the twelve mouths ending September 30, 1900: 


RECEIPTS. 
Advertisements, subscriptions, etc...........-000- ........... enenennrenennneneresenecenenen.__PIO,148 73 
£XPENSES. 
Attorney O08... cccccccnvccccccccccccccsecssseccerccccscccnseeeesensereressebereecece s........ mn 
Commissions on advertising CONtracts..........seceeeees Kenenenenenreresenurtenun ann sooceee 10,218 41 
Cuts. our... ..... ...............u:8 Coweeneresesocnesee @neecesrcaceves @reeeeesrecse oe @rceonrerenncces 46 @® 
Hauling .................. ..... . ... . .... en... .......... ...... ae ee eee .......... cs .......... 0 2 
Printing The American Federationtst ....... .......... ............ scene ............. FR 8,073 44 
Printing Bulletins. .....cccccccccccccccccccesses eereroseveson ............ zoo 000 00000. ....... 40 00 
Postage stamps....... eorecee SOHC HHH reer senreeseeeeseenate CEC CRS E OH CHOSE SL ae ee ......:. 624 50 
Salaries....... ‘@eeeotes ee¢eeereoneeeeeovar m... ........e... . ee. ,...:”.e.:m „mn: 88 v....n......".".”...0 eetreeevseaerve 2.369 68 
CONCFIDUTIONS........0.0. cee cecereeeees Pere r Sree Serer ee eee reer eee ee eee eee ee re eee eee rere ... 0S SO 
Printing and supplies...... 11000000000 ne. s — ν —⏑ — ZZ ES RER ER DECKE IE KIEL IE Ku —— 2 @ 
e n& mpany. ...—...........n.... .... „mo o9n00e0..0 on... ....0.. ° ...... .... 7 @ 
Postage. pound TACO... .cccces ........n.....e.,....e ....n..... @eenereeeer- + O's F808 .........®© 408 2 
Re n sn. ee CKKEKETELTET EIER EEE EEE KEN CHOHESER 20* 1 8 
ns on subscriptions................ COSHH SHH HK SHHEHHHHEHHESHHTEHES TOR HHS HEREH RSET IE N 2 
$22,708 87 
BECAPITULATION. 
ReCOIPts ..ccccc ccccccsscccceccccccec ans nenn ran n arena nn ..0er 0008 £0 Dr ee £06 oe @ $90,148 T3 
EEX POMses ................ eoove COPS OOOH ESOS SOROS OR EOL EO FAs BOF HEE> COCO 2.0.0000 6-058 0000-0. 22 703 67 
Deficit... —A m. nn... HES RER RETTET ET OHH OF OO" +8 oem 7 oe @ 


— 
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The following are the receipts and expenses of The American Federationist since it was 
first issued: 





7 
YEAR. Receipts. |[Expenses.| Surplus. | Deficit. 





$2,418 90 | $2,031 66 
BI | 2.675 
Yaz 61 | "m. 


00 80 94 87 
87 41 7 
7100 810 
208 66 OL 
98 2 00 54 
7070 06 46 
i 1843 38 
i 3980 wo 
ı 28 BT 89 86 
{1287 68 12 
I 1086 0 70 
{gal 49 84 
1 4878 ws 








LOCAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 
DEFENSE FUND. 


The following is an itemized statement of amounts received from and paid to our Local 
‘Trade and Federal Labor Unions, giving average membership. number of weeks’ benefit. and 
the amount received by each organization during the fiscal year ending September 30, 1000: 















RECEIPTS. 
Receipts from local trade and federal labor unions for defense fund “ $11,388 06 
. EXPENSES. a 
verage 
membership. Weeks. Amount. 
Bottle Caners, No. 10585, San Francisco, OBl............ * 6 ‘$006 00 
Printer Roller Maker, No. 10688, Chicago, Ili..... + 2 92 00 
Total. seen — — —— STB 00 
. REOAPITULATION. 
Balance on hand in Defense Fund, October 1, 1908..... 
Received in Defense Fund ...... 

3116,065 14 


‘788 00 





It is gratifying to notice the gradual increase of the Defense Fund for Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions since its inauguration in 1002, as follows: 


Receipts. 
$20,423 00 











$170,185 60 


REOAPITULATION, 


$179,185, 50 
808 36 


u SIIBSTT 14 






Balance on hand September 80, 1909 
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ORGANIZERS. 


The following list of organizers, who were engaged in various states under salary from the 
American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work during 
the past twelve months $48,3£9.6. Of this amount §1,206.45 was paid to district or volunteer 
organizers in sums ranging from $5 to $50 for organizing local trade or federal lavor unions, and 
adjusting strikes and grievances of local unions affiliated directly or indirectly with the 





American Federation of Labor: . 
Amount 
NAME OF ORGANIZER. STATE WHEREIN WORK WAS DONE. received. 
1. Herman Robinson ..| New York, New Jersey, Connecticut .............. ............ RR 04 
2. C.O. Young .......... Washington, Oregon, British Columbia... .................... 2,538 En 
3. Emmet T. Flood.....| Illinois. Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Ohio ....................... 2,815 
4. Stuart Reid ..........| Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, New Jersey, 
. Delaware. 0. cece cee ..........................................5.. 2,804 08 
James Roach.......... New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Montana, Washington cece ec ec ececseenecccesevens 2,797 19 
6. M. Grant Hamilton.| Colorado, Ohio, Pennsyivania, Maryland, Indiana, Illinois, 
Missourt, New York, Michigan, Iowa.......... ............. 2,780 cu 
T. J. D. Pierce........... Illinois, Pennsylvania, VIrGInia......................... FR 2701 B 
8. Hugh Frayne........ Pennsylvania, Vermont, New York, New Jersey............ 2,661 38 
9. Henry M. Walker....! Oklahoma, Texas, ArKAansAas.........ccccscsccecces ...,o 2.08 7D 
1. H.L. TEichelberger.. Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylv ania, "New ‘Jersey. New ‘York, a 
MOINS .......................................................... 2.££9 
11. John A. Flett........ New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Canada, New York, "Pennsyl- 
vania, Oblo ..... DEESEEWUTTVERIIEEI TIERE LEITET EN ENTER SEK ER TERTTRTTN LES 
12. T.H. Flynn......... .| Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Maryland, West Virginia.. 2.471 & 
13. Cal Wyatt..... .......| Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Indiana........ 2,231 #6 
14. Jacob Tazelaar...... New York, New Jersey, Missouri, Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Ohto, Diassachusetts, New Hampshire, Maryland, Maine. 2.175 12 
15. 5. Santiago Ig! Iglesias....| Porto Rico............................ cece cect ccc cc sccecconseces 1.941 50 
ah eneeovoercave Penns ivania ....0o0,—.nn0 0a 2er v...nnr nn... .........u0 1,475 9 
i. James Leonard ...... Ohio, Louisiana, ‘Alabama, Florida, Georgia........ ....... ... 1,416 15 
18. J. Fitzpatrick .„..... Illinois . ......00 eo... .0..nn.0.0080r, 1, ee on —4——»000 ...... us. ⏑ 00%9 1,331 00 
19. F. McCarthy......... Massachusetts. .........ccccccuccvcccccccctececcenaccccccseccseucs 1,000 83 
20. A. EK. Holder......... New York, Washington, D.C.; Pennsyivania, Ohio, West 
Virginia seaeene @rceseeeeeveeesecvreseeeseeoensaeetoennee eeneeesvenseeeecans 1.008 58 
21. Cornelius Ford .....| New Jersey..........ccccccccccccccccecccccccceccesesescsscss sees 442 50 
2. W.E. Terry.......... .| California, New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania, North 60 7% 
arolina, Geor South Carolina........... ecco rt ......... ee 
3. John O. Walsh..... ..| California , orgin, So ................ ............... ........... 231 & 
“4. T. F. Tracy........... Washington. "D.C ......... .................................... 200 00 
. A. E. Treland susos0eee Pennsylvania m. ..............: .... . .s...........—0, ....: „eos, e0e0o060 181 & 
26. J. Alney.... eovresvenesen Canada vw „—.......e.... m... ..........er--„-.„......... woa—............ eee 121 90 
M. Frank L. Rist........ OhIO....................... PR ...................... 110 % 
3. J. W. Smiley......... California. ......... lin ....... ....... ........ & 0 
2%. Ed. L. Tucker........ Ohifo.......... occ ec ccc v cece eter screenees nenn nennen nennen nenne ... 64 00 
30. K. A. Bowerman..... Oklahoma...... ... ........... ........ ....... ..................... ao @ 
a M. Padilla.. . Porto Rico ..... ....................... ....... ......... ......... @ 00 
82. J. Luther Tangston. Oklahoma ................................ cc ccc ence eens .......... ao 08 
3. W.J. Pfleger ......... Indiana ........... ........... .................. ........ ........... 58 
3. J.C. Shannesy........| Oblo. Missouri. ........2:0soe0rsonsennnn nee anen nenne ernennen nennen 53 19 
Paid to District Organizers. in amounts. less than $W....... . 1.2085 46 
48,350 & 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 


The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending September 30, 1&9, 
there bas been issued from headquarters an average of 1,101 letters, circular letters, and pack- 
ages per day, as follows: 





Packages of supplies forwarded by express and DOSt....... ................................... 2.406 
Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers and others.............. 118,148 
Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes ............. ................................ 6L.6N8 
Circulars and circular letters in one-cent Envelopes... ... cc. cece es cece ete cece reeset ....... 151.156 

Total...... . . . ........... .... ........ .. ............ ............ .............. .... ...... SRL IG 
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HIGH DUES. 


The prestige and power of the American Federation of Labor is growing each year. It is 
today recognized by all members of society as voicing the hopes and aspirations of the organ- 
ized workers of America, yea the organized and unorganized workets of the world, 

Twelve years ago but 67 international unions, 10 state bodies and 82 city central bodies 
were affiliated, with an annual income of $21,808.27; today there are affillated 119 international 
unions, 39 state bodies, 595 city central bodies, and four departments (Building Trades, Metal 
Trades, Railway Employes and Label Trades), with an income of $932,377.64 for the fiscal year. 

Nearly every international organization has greater power today to protect its mem- 
bership than 12 years ago. That still greater success has not been achieved by a number of 
international unions is due in a great measure to the fact that they were organized and con- 
tinued on the basis of acheap per capita tax,aform of organization which fails to provide 
funds necessary for organizing work to hold and increase membership. In many in- 
stances when the organizers of th» American Federation of Labor have formed unions 
of various crafts and callings in af ıtion with these international unions, the internationals 
failed to retain the members, because, they did not have the necessary funds to support them 
during a prolonged strike or lockout. Nearly all the secession (movements have 
occurred in the international unions having a low per capita tax. Continued success of an 
international organization can only be achieved by a per capita tax that will enable it to pro- 
tect its men.bers, and those dependent upon them, in all exigencies. High dues, weekly 
strike benefits, out of work benefits, sick benefits, and old age pensions will hold members 
in good standing no matter how distressing may be their condition. International organ- 
izations without funds have no resources other than spasmodic efforts by strike to secure 
improved conditions, and for success, even then, must depend on voluntary contributions of 
other organizations to sustain their members. Those who are engaged in ths work of our 
movement well understand the gigantic task which each organization has in hand, in main- 
taining and defending the interests of their respective memberships, and can realize that in 
doing this work alone, they are sometimes taxed almost to the full limit of their financial 
capabilities. It is difficult to secure ample funds from voluntary contributions to carry on a 
strike, except where conditions are brought to light, that arouse the indignation of even the 
public, as in the case of the recent strike of the unorganized, allen, and exploited workers of 
McKees Rocks, Pa. I might say here that before an adjustment of that strike was secured, a 
demand was made by the American Federation of Labor for an investigation by the Govern- 
ment, as to whether or not these workers were receiving the American standard of wages, the 
standard which the representatives of the companies of the iron and steel industry declared, 
before a committee of Congress, would be retained as the result of a high tariff, while, on the 
other hand, a reduction of the tariff or its abandonment would mean a reduction of wages. 
Notwithstanding the fact that a high and prohibitive tariff has been enacted, we find two of 
our international unions struggling against the efforts of a subsidiary company of the steel 
trust to destroy their organizations and thus sweep out of its way, every vestige of organized 
effort, which has in the past stood as a barrier to the exploiting of the alien workers below the 
level of the conditions at McKees Rocks. if, indeed, a lower level is possible. The tasks and 
work of an international union demand a high per capita for resultant benefits. 


LABOR PRESS. 


The labor press is becoming more and morea vehicle through which the membership ia 
being informed as to the necessity of organization. The encouragement that clean cut labor 
papers, that hew to the line of trades unionism, can give to the organized workers is difficult to 
estimate. They areof inestimable benefit. A city central body, without an official organ. 
having the respect and confidence of the rank and file of the organized workers, can not 
accomplish the maximum results. 


IN CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, I desire to say that I feel called upon this year to convey my most 
sincere appreciation— 

To the officers of the international organizations for their splendid assistance and support 
in carrying into effect the instructions of the Minneapolis Convention, the decisions of the 
Executive Council and the enforcement of the laws of the American Federation of Labor, as 
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well as their prompt response and successful efforts in having their local unions affliate with the 
central and state bodies holding charters from the American Federation of Labor; 

To the central and state bodies for the unanimity with which they have responded to the 
call for the enforcement of section 1, Article XI, of the constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor by suspending from affiliation seceding, dual, independent, and suspended 
unions—a unanimity that will set at rest, for all time, the idea that some members of organ- 
ized labor have been, and are now, trying to inculcate into the minds of the wage-workers that 
the decisions rendered and laws enacted by the conventions of the American Federation of 
Labor can be ruthlessly set aside at the behest of forces hostile to chartered national and inter- 
national unions, and, in some instances, to the American Federation of Labor; 

To the organizers of the American Federation of Labor for the faithful and splendid work 
performed by them during the past year; 

Tomy colleagues of the Executive Council for their assistance, encouragement, and advice 
which has enabled me to more readily and effectively perform the duties which devolved 
upon me. ° 

All of whicn I respectfully submit for your consideration. 


FRANK MORRISON. 
Secretary, American Federation af Labor. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 





To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, Greeting: . 

It is with a considerable degree of satisfaction that I submit this, my twentieth annual 
report, as Treasurer of the American Federation of Labor. Inallthe years that I have been 
Treasurer, there has never been a time when it would have been possible to have submitted so 
favorable a financial report as at present. The funds of the organization are at high tide. The 
income is excellent and the expenses as reasonable as it is possible for them to be and carry on 
the work of the Federation. When I reported to you a year ago, our money which was depos- 
ited on certificates was only bearing two per cent, with the exception of three certificates. 
During the yea”, however, I have been enabled whenever certificates were renewed, to renew 
them bearing three per cent, which I find is as good interest as can be had anywhere in the coun- 
try from financial institutions of first-class standing. The detailed statement of receipts and 
expenses and the balance on hand and where it is deposited you will find below. During the 
year there has been collected interest and turned over tothe Secretary the sum of $2,950. The last 
convention directed me to make such investigation as was possible as to whetheror not by any 
means the funds of the organization could be protected absolutely from attacks that might 
come through the courts. I have submitted the question and talked it over with two of the 
most competent and most friendly attorneys that I know in the United States. We have dis- 
cussed the matter from all viewpoints that we could think of, and there is no way that the ends 
desired can be accomplished except it be by perjury on the part of the officers of the Federa- 
tion should they ever be cited into court regarding the question of the funds of the organiza- 
tion. No matter what line of action might be taken by the courts nor what policy we might have 
pursued as to the disposal of our funds, unless they had been absolutely expended, when put upon 
the winess stand in court, only by perjury could the officers avoid indicating where the funds 
were. It is not worth while for me to say perhaps that under such circumstances the only way 
for the Federation to do business is todo it perfectly straightforward, handling its funds as 
they are now handled and transacting its business clear and open béfore the world. In fact, 
under any circumstances, that is the only way that the labor movement ought to transact its 
affairs—perfectly straightforward and open to the world. While temporary evasion and 
secretive methods may seem to win, permanently they can not do so. The straightforward 
method, which is the only one in keeping with the fundamental principles of trade unionism, 
is the only one that should be considered by this convention; and I recommend that nothing 
be attempted along the line that was suggested by the action of the last convention. In spite 
of a great deal of opposition and an immense amount of noise from the opposition, not only 
outside the unions, but to some extent inside, trade unionism has made substantial progress in 
the United States and Canada during the past year. Iam convinced from such observation as 
I have been able to make that there are more union shops inthe United States and Canada 
today than there was a year ago. The talk of the open shop, so-called, is mighty loud. Itisa 
good deal like a charivari party. It attracts people's attention, but it has no substantial effect 
upon industrial conditions and the union shop is gaining ground everyday. It makes for peace 
in industrial life. It makes for high-class products. It makes for the production of the com- 
modities at the least possible cost. And there are more people getting to understand this con- 
tinuously. Consequently trade agreements between the unions and their employers are on the 
increase. The prospects for the future are bright. I don’t belong to the pessimists. I would 
rather die full of hope than to live seeing everything on the dark side. I believe we have sub- 
stantial reason for hope. And I bid the trade unionists of our great organization to continue 
to work for substantial progress for the working classes. Trusting that my transaction of the 
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business of the organization as it came into my hands may have proven satisfactory, I here- 
with submit the detailed report of financial transactions for the year. 








INCOME. EXPENSES. 

Received of Secretary Morrison: Paid Warrants: 

1908. 1908. 
OctOher....cccccsccccoccccccccccvcccscece $14,801 338 OctObe r.................................. $14,380 9 
November........... ...... ............. 8.897 50 | November. ............................. 12.341 &2 
Dece MDE... ccccccccccvcccesscceccgpees 9,868 sl December es eee ane a. ... 0, ®% .—...-„-.....— eo 17,170 61 

1900. . 1900, 

January ................................ 22,190 75 | January ........ ...................... 14,275 76 
February . .................. .......... .. 98,067 94 Februury ................ eecccscccccescee 15,889 43 
March ....................... ........... 85,240 42 | March ....... ....... ....... ...... . ...... 55. 443 53 
ADF .......... ......................... 18,414 88 | April........ ................ ....... or. 14108 8 
May..................................... 185086 15 | May..... ......................... eosees 13,351 74 
June ............... ........ ...... ....... 12,2904 76 | June......... Kennen ............... ..... 172 
July ............... ......... ....... 11,460 30 July................ ............. ........ 1,880 2D 
August....... ......... .................. 13,192 47 | Augpust ........................... ....... 11,322 4 
Se tember „-..... -.. .....e...  vweroeree suneeo 35,224 20 September ............................. 12,954 64 
Balance October 1, 1908. .......-. onen 136,627 89 — 
-— Total expenses ..... ............. SAWB,TUR OF 
Total funds ..................... $369,005 53 
Tota! funds................. ............... ..................................... ........... oe... $3900.005 BB 
Deduct totalexpenses...... .......................... .. ............ ........................... ARTUR OF 
Leaves in hands of Treasurer. ........................ ................ ......................... $166,308 8* 
Leaves in hands of Secretary......... ......... ..................... ...... .................... 2,000 
October 1, total funds . ........ cece cece cece reece ew eees ...... ......... ........... ........ $167.58 46 


The funds of the Federation in the hands of the Treasurer are deposited as follows in 
Bloomington, Illinois. banks: 
On certificates of deposit— 


Stute National Bank, six certificates ........... kan ................. ................... . $45,000 00 
People’s Bank, five certificntes. . ... ................ .................................... . DIT 2 
Third National Bank, three certifVeates .............. kennen ernennen een e ernennen ee . 80,00 0 
MeLean County Bank, six certiflecates . . . . . ...... ............ .......................... 30,000 00 
German-American Bank. three certifleutes .. .......................... . ............... 15.000 oD 
Stute National Bunk, subject to checek. . ................................................ 11.56 22 

Total funds · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .... .... . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... $165,305 46 


Total funds handled in my 20 years as treasurer, $?,015.35. 0.85. 


Fraternally submitted. 
JOHN B. LENNON, 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL., Ortober 1, 149, Treasurer. 


FAR FR — dl 
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Secretary Morrison read the following 
communications: 


Toronto, Ont., Nov. 8, 1909. 


Dear Mr. Simpson: 

Hon. J. O. Reaume was pressed for 
time to keep his appointment this morn- 
ing, and in the hurry of it all did not 
get the enclosed communication, prepar- 
by Sir James Whitney. Sir James was 
particularly anxious that it be read by 
the Minister. Hon. J. O. Reaume re- 
quests that you do so in his stead. 

With best wishes, I remain, 

Your obedient servant, 
H. C. MAISONVILLE, 
Sec’y to the Minister. 
Mr. James Simpson, Toronto, Ont. 


Toronto, Nov. 5, 1909. 
Dear Doctor Reaume: 

As you are aware, circumstances be- 
yond my control will prevent me from 
being present, as I intended, to welcome 
to the city and to the Province the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 

I, therefore, desire to make up as far 
as possible for my absence by request- 
ing you to assure the members of the 
Federation that we offer them a hearty 
welcome, and hope their stay here may 
be satisfactory in every respect. and 
furnish them, with pleasant recollections 
later on. j 

Be good enough, also, to offer this 
general and formal welcome on my part, 
and when you do so, please read this 
letter. 

Yours, faithfully, 
J. P. WHITNEY. 
Honorable Dr. Reaume, etc. etc. 
The President submitted the follow- 


ing list of committees to be printed 
without reading: 


COMMITTEE ON 
DER OF BUSINESS: . 
Ottinger, Frank L. Rist, J. T. Carey, 
John Sullivan, Thos. Rumsey, James 
Reid, David Kirby, Thomas Butler. M. 
Murphy, W. G. Powlesland, E. T. Stev- 
enson, James Raymond, C. W. Wilker- 
son, Abram Rosenberg. 


COMMITTE ON PRESIDENT'S RE- 
PORT: W. B. Wilson. Andrew Furu- 
seth, P. J. McArdle, George L. Berry, 
Owen Miller, John A. Moffitt, Frank 
Duffy, Thomas F. Tracy, C. O. Pratt, 
Eugene Sarber, John S. Whalen, George 
P. Foster, Cornelius Ford. James L. 
Gernon, T. J. Creager. 

COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY'S RE- 
PORT: Jas. F. McHugh, W. T. Brown, 
Edw. J. McGiven, Wilbur Braggins, Jas. 
H. Hatch, James B. Connors, Anthony 
McAndrew. John Morrisey, Charles A. 
Dougherty, M. P. McDonald, Patrick 
Daley, M. J. O’Brien, T. M. Daly, James 
Garvey, H. P. Smith. , 

COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S 
REPORT: Robert Glockling, L. A. Tan- 
auary, Ben Commons, Maier Schwartz, 
J. W. Morton, J. P. O'Reilly, Miss Olive 
Sullivan, W. J. Dougherty, John Dohnay, 
James E. Dwyer, Fred. C. Daniel, W. D. 
Van Horn, T. W. Cassiday, C. J. Eisen- 
ring, Wm. Hall. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS: 
James Duncan, John P. Frey, B. A. Lar- 


» 


RULES AND OR- 
Jo Evans, D. W 


ger, Herman Robinson, John T. Demp- 
sey, John C. Harding, Geo. R. French, 
D. D. Mulcahy. Edward Hirsch, W. R. 
Ferguson, P. M. Draper, Thomas Far- 
rell, P. J. Doherty, Thomas F. O'Leary, 
Geo. B. Howley. 

COMMITTEE ON LAWS: John B. 
Lennon, John H. Walker, T. A. Rickert, 
Lee M. Hart, J. Tazelaar, C. L. Shamp, 
Thomas Van Lear, O. P. Smith, John 
Mangan, R. G. M. Ross. Jerome Jones, 
W. H. McKinstry, Henry Ott, E. Kov- 
elski, John A. Voll. 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION: 
Henry B. Perham, W. D. Mahon, Frank 
T. Hawley, Roady Kenehan, T. V. O’Con- 
nor, Frank Gehring, C. Winn, Ed- 
ward F. Ward, H. J. Conway, C. W. Ag- 
new, J. J. Pfeiffer, Charles H. Lee, Geo. 
A. ally, John J. Hynes, Harry De- 
Veaux. 

COMMITTEE ON LABELS: S. L. 
Landers, John F. Tobin Jacob Fischer, 
Joseph Proebstle, J. ahlon Barnes, 
James W. Dougherty, Homer D. Call, 
Max S. Hayes, John J. Manning, Jere L. 
Sullivan, Thomas Sweeney, Joseph 
Winkler, E. Lewis Evans, Miss Agnes 
Nestor, Chris. Kerker. 

COMMITTEE ON ADJUSTMENT: 
James O' Connell, T. L. Lewis, James 
Wilson, John T. Smith, A. S. Lowe. 
Hugh Stevenson, D. A. Carey, James P. 
Maher, W. E. Klapetsky, T. J. Sullivan, 
John Golden, Matthew Wall. Isaac 
Coomb, C. A. Bachelder, Thos. J. Duffy. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION: 
Joseph F. Valentine, Victor A. Olander, 
Edward B. Goltra, James J. Freel, Wm. 
J. Tracy, P. F. Richardson, Miss Sadie 
Spraggon, John T. Butler, Ernest Bohm, 
Samuel Botterill, G. W. Savage, Hugo 
Miller, Frank Butterworth, Thos. P. 
Menton, C. W. Fear. 


COMMITTEE ON STATE ORGANIZA- 
TION: John R. Alpine, John J. Joyce, 
T. W. McCullough, Joseph A. Franklin, 
Chas. S. Mote, Timothy Healey, Santiago 
Iglesias, Stephen J. Mc- 
Manus, M . 
J. Kepler, D. D. Driscoll, Thos. 
Govern, Steve Welheuser. 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND FED- 
ERATED bUDIES: John Mitchell, Jos. 
N. Weber, J. W. Kline, Thos. Flynn, F. 
X. Noschang, James A. Roberts, Thos. 
J. Curtis, R. E. Woodmansee, Sam De 
Nedrey, E. E. Russ, John A. Kelly, 
Patrick T. Barrv, Daniel J. Tobin, 
Frank J. Hayes, Thos. Humphrey. 

COMMITTEE ON BUILDING 
TRADES: William D. Huber, Frank M. 
Ryan, M. O’Sullivan, Peter C. Cook, Wm. 
J. McSorlev. Frank J. McNulty, Herbert 
Crampton, Thos. B. Clark, Matt. Comer- 


ford. Frank Feenev, R. P. Walsh, D. 
D’Allesandro C. A. Cullen, Chas. H. 
Leps. Wm. A. Brennan. 


COMMITTEE ON BOYCOTTS: D. A. 
Hayes, James M. Lynch, Thos. L. 
Hughes. W. Q. Sullivan, Victor Altman, 
M. J. Hallinan, D. F. Manning, Max 
Zuckerman, Chas. Dold, August Molter, 
w. A. Vickery, P. J. Jordan, H. A. 
Cooper, Louis Kemper, C. W. . 

At 6.30 p.m. the convention was ad- 
journed to 9.00 o’clock a.m., Tuesday, 


November 9th. 
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Second Day—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.30 o’clock am. Tuesday, November 
9th. President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Ricardo, Kerher, Koch, 


Noschang, Mote, Kline, Dohney, Fay, 
Monaghan, Rickett, Larger, Landers, 
Altman, Schwarz, Rosenberg, Price. 


Fry, Wilkerson, Weber, Winkler, Eisen- 
ring, Sheret. McGivern, Tracey (W.). 
laravicini, Berry, Braggins, Manlove, 
Commons, Pratt, Huddleston, Milford, 
Ottinger, Hawley, Murphy, Sawyer, 
Evans (E. L.), Hatch, Calvert, Menton, 
McKinstry, Manuel, McGovern, Thomp- 
son, Garrett, Hoffman, Bailey, Tucker, 
Huggins, Koveleski, Ruden, Maupin. 
Burkhart, Martin, Breen, Ferguson, 
Dougherty, Anderson, Raleigh, Voll, 
Russ, Smith, Roderick, McDonnel, Mau- 
bray, Somerville. 

Secretary Morrison read the names of 
the delegates appointed on committees 
at the previous session and printed in 
the proceedings of Monday afternoon’s 
session. 


President Gompers—Since the list was 
printed it has been found that two dele- 
gates named are unable to attend thc 
Convention. If the Convention will per- 
mit, changes will be made and the 
names of one or two new members of 
the committees will be announced. The 
chair asks if the Convention will con- 
firm the appointments when made. 


A motion was made and carried that 
the appointments to be made by the 
President be confirmed. 

President Gompers—The report of the 
Executive Council will now be submitted 
to you and read by First Vice-President 
Duncan. The reading of an important 
report containing matters of vital inter- 
est should receive your attention, and 
your closest attention. I want to add 
my apprcciation to the appreciation ex- 
pressed by Vice-President Duncan last 
evening of the close attention paid by 
you to the reading of the reports of the 
officers. There are very many matters 
in the report of the Executive Council 
which you must determine in this Con- 
vention. I ask for Vice-President Dun- 


can the same consideration shown the 

other officers of the Convention during 

the reading of their reports. 
Vice-President O’Connell im the chair. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


First Vice-President Duncan, for the 
Executive Council, read the following 
report: 

Toronto, Canada, Nov. 8, 1909. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting: 

It is provided by the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor that the 
Executive Council shall make an annual 
report of the most important matters 
which have been considered by that 
body during the year, and which may re- 
quire still further consideration by the 
delegates assembled in Annual Conven- 
tion. It is in conformity with this that 
we now submit our Annual Report. 

During the year the Executive Coun- 
cil has held six meetings, as follows: 

Denver, Colorado, immediately after 
the adjournment of the Denver Conven- 
tion. 

At Headquarters, in January. 

At Headquarters, in April. 

In New York, in June, prior to Presi- 
dent Gompers’ departure on the Euro- 
pean trip. 

At Headquarters, in October. 

At Toronto, since our arrival Satur- 
day morning. 

We, as a body also attended the two 
days’ session of the A. F. of L. Indus- 
trial Educational Committee at Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

As you are aware, it has been the 
custom for many years for the Execu- 
tive Council to meet from time to time 
during the Convention. However, inas- 
much as the work of the Convention is 
so important, and year by year more 
engrossing, we would suggest that only 
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those matters of the most pressing and 
immediate importance should be sub- 
mitted to the Executive Council during 
the Convention, and that all other mat- 
ters be taken up at the meeting which 
will be held immediaely after the ad- 
journment of this Convention. 

During the year, President Gompers 
has submitted to the Executive Council, 
either by letter or telegram, 91 subjects 
dealing with various matters, some of 
the most important of which we shall 
make part of this Report. 

During President Gompers’ absence 
abroad, Secretary Morrison submitted a 
number of subjects. Those of import- 
ance are also incorporated. 


UNIONS. 


From the reports of our President and 


Secretary, which have already been 
made to you, you have been informed 
as to the number of international 
unions chartered during the year, and 
the numerical strength that the Feder- 
ation has thereby gained. As far as 
practical and possible, representatives of 
the Federation attended the conventions 
of the various affiliated international 
unfons which were held during the 
year; and when this was not possible, 
letters and telegrams of fraternal greet- 
ing, encouragement and good cheer were 
sent to them. While we recognize that 
in issuing charters to national and in- 
ternational unions, the laws of our Fed- 
eration provide for first consideration to 
be given to the rights and the interests 
of those unions already organized and 
chartered, yet we are all agreed that 
the best interests of the trades involved, 
as well as the movement in general, 
are served by having the organization of 
every trade and calling as far as prac- 
tical and possible, enrolled under the 
banner of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


It might not be amiss also to call 
attention to the fact that a special 
letter was addressed to the secretaries 
of the. various national and interna- 
tional unions, urging them, by direction 
of the Denver Convention, to so amend 
their constitutions as to provide for the 
affillation of their locals with the city 
central bodies and the state federations 
of labor. 

The replies received would indicate 


that this recommendation has been 


acted upon favorably, and will be fully 
carried into effect. 


ORGANIZATION. 


The Denver Convention adopted a 
number of resolutions providing for or- 
ganizers, all of which were submitted to 
the Executive Council. To the limit 
of the Federation funds, we have en- 
deavored to comply with these requests 
to the very fullest of our ability. The 
special corps of organizers who have 
been continued from year to year, and 
those who have been additionally ap- 
pointed, have rendered valuable service. 
The reports which have been submitted 
to you bear evidence of this fact. We 
recommend the continuation of the or- 
ganization work to the very fullest 
limit of the financial ability of our 
Federation, and we further recommend 
to, and urge, our international unions 
and all organized labor to a greater 
activity in the organization of the yet 
unorganized workers. 


NEW HEADQUARTERS. 


Authority was given us for the erec- 
tion of a building, to be used as the 
offices of the American Federation of 
Labor, at a cost not to exceed $80,000. 
President Gompers, Vice-President 
O’Connell and Secretary Morrison per- 
sonally inspected: a number of sites 
which were proposed to them. There 
were many difficulties encountered, 
however, one of them being that valu- 
able buildings are on some of the most 
desirable sites. In some instances, such 
buildings could, with comparatively 
little expense, be converted into suitable 
offices, though, of course, it is desirable 
that a new building be erected. Investi- 
gation, however, shows that if a site is 
purchased in or near the business centre 
of Washington, the cost of erecting a 
suitable building would exceed the 
amount decided upon by the Denver 
Convention. 

In the meantime, we believed that the 


best interests of the work of the Feder- 
ation necessitated an immediate change 
in our headquarters, and therefore 
authorized the renting of suitable 
offices in a newly erected office building 
in the city of Washington. This ar- 
rangement has proved temporarily sat- 
isfactory. The propositions submitted 
by various real estate dealers, and all 
of the correspondence in connection 
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with this matter, are still receiving our 
consideration. ° 


BREWERY WORKERS—FIREMEN— 
TEAMSTERS—ENGINEERS. 


The matters in dispute between these 

organizations have only been partially 
adjusted. We have endeavored to be 
helpful, however, by every means at 
our command. The Engineers and 
Brewery Workers entered into an agree- 
ment at Denver, the Brewery Workers’ 
action being subject to the approval of 
their organization. This agreement has 
been ratified by both organizations. 
_ At the June meeting in New York 
City, Vice-Presidents Mitchell and Val- 
entine and Treasurer Lennon were ap- 
pointed as a committee to endeavor to 
bring about an adjustment between the 
Prewery Workers, Firemen and Team- 
sters. Further conference will be held 
with the representatives of these organi- 
zations during the early part of this 
Convention, and the result will be re- 
ported to you later. 


GLASS BOTTLE BLOWERS—FLINT 
GLASS WORKERS. 


We reported to you at Denver that 
we authorized and = directed President 
Gompers to notify the state federations 
of labor, the city central bodies, and 
President Rowe of the American Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union, that all local 
unions of the American Flint Glass 
Workers shall be excluded from repre- 
sentation In the state federations and 
city central bodles until such time as 
the Flint Glass Workers’ Union shall 
comply with the decision rendered by 
the Amertcan Federation of Labor, and 
to which the representatives of that or- 
kunlzution agreed at our Minneapolis 
Convention. 

In reply to the letter which President 
Gompers issued in conformity with 
these Istructions, a few central bodies 
nnd state federations of labor objected 
to thelr being required to unseat the 
delegates from the Flint Glass Workers 
We, therefore, directed Secretary Mor- 
rison to issue a circular letter to the 
nMlinted central bodies and state frder- 
ations of Jabor, giving a review of the 
cease, and directing that the locals of the 
lint Glass Workers should be de- 
tached or unacated before August Ist, 
or the charters of such central bodies 
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and state federations of labor would 
stand revoked under the constitution of 
the A. F. of L 

For your information and conveni- 
ence, as well as for our records, this 
circular letter is made part of our re- 
port to you. It is as follows: 


Washington, D.C., July 6, 1909. 
To City Central Bodies and State Fed- 
erations of Labor: 


At the recent meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, held in New York City, June 
15-19, 1909, further consideration was 
given to the matter of the failure of 
some of the chartered central bodies and 
State federations of labor to comply 
with the instructions conveyed in the 


‘circular Jetter, issued by President Gom- 


pers. under date of September 28, 1908, 
communicating the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council relative to unseating 
locals of the Flint Glass Workers. Upon 
the issuance of this circular, protests 
were received from ten central 
bodies, which protests were acted 
upon at the April (1909) meeting 
of the Executive Council, with the 
result that a decision was rendered 
directing these central hodies to unseat 
the Flint locals by June 10. 1909. or in- 
cur the penalty imposed by the Constitu- 
tion of the A. F. of L. These caces 
have been specifically covered by that 
decision. but there are other instances 
where Flint organizations are still seat- 
ed. In view of these circumstances, the 
Fixecutive Council at its last meeting 
rendered a decision specifying the perind 
within which the central bodies and 
State federations not covered by the de- 
cision rendered at the April meeting. 
shall carry these instructions into effect. 
This decision Is as follows: 


Resolved. That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor fs herehy 
instructed to Issue a circular letter to 
all central bodies having representatives 
of the American Flint Glass Workers 
Union affiliated therewith. the circular 
to contain a review of the efforts made 
by the Fxecutive Council to adfuet the 
relations hetween the two organizations. 
quoting the request for a conference tn 
carry ont the terms of the agreement 
and the refusal of the American Flint 
Glass Workers to complv with the agree- 
ment: stating the action of the Ameri- 
can Flint Glass Workers in invading the 
hottle trade and auoting the letter of 
President Rowe. of the Flinte to J. T. 
Mevers. of Glenshaw Glass Company. of 
Glenshaw. Pa.: and be ft further 

Resolved, That Secretary Morrison no- 
tifv State hodies and central bodies tn 
exnel all Incal unions of the American 
Flint Glass Workere’ Trnion. on or he- 
fore auguet 1. and that the charters of 
central bodies and State hodies failing 
to complv'with this decision of the Fr- 
ecutive Council shall stand revoked on 
that date. with this proviso. howerer. 
that all central hodies that were notified 
tno expel delegates and have not com- 
plied, to be communicated with and In- 
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formed that If they have not complied 
with the communication received from 
President Gompers, that they return 
their charters to the american Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

In accordance with the directions of 
this decision, I will review the efforts 
made by the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor to arrange an ad- 
justment of this controversy upon the 
basis which would enable them to issue 
a charter to the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union in conformity with the 
Constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor. The speelfications of the Con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor are clear cut on the matter of 
the issuance of charters, and for refer- 
ence I herewith quote the provisions 
covering same: 

Section 2, Article 9: No charter shall 
be granted by the American Federation 
to any National, Jnternational, Trade or 
Federal Labor Union without a positive 
and clear definition of the trade juris- 
diction claimed by the applicant, and the 
charter shall not be granted if the 
jurisdiction claimed is a trespass on the 
jurisdiction of existing affillated unions, 
without the written consent of such 
unflons: no affillated International. Na- 
tional, or Local Union shall be per- 
mitted to change its title or name. if 
any trespass Is made thereby on the 
jurisdiction of an affiliated organization, 
without having first obtained the con- 
sent and approval of a convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: and it 
is further provided that should anv of 
the members of such National. Interna- 
tional. Trade or Federal Tabor Tnion 
work at anv other vocation. trade or pro- 
fession. thev shall join the unfen of 
such vocation. trade or profession nro- 
vided such are organized and affliated 
with the American Federation of Tabor. 

When the American Flint Glace Work- 
ers Argrenctation filed apnifecation for 
charter to the American Federation of 
Tabor, protect was filed hv the Glass 
Bottle Rlowers Association, on the 
grounds that the Flint Glass Workers 
claimed jurisdiction over bottle making. 
Durine the progress of the Minneapolis 
convention of the A. F. of T. the re- 
presentatives of both organizations were 
given several hearings before the Fx- 
ecutive Council. which rendered the fol- 
lowine decision on the application: 

On the aprlication of the American 
Flint Glass Workers of America. for a 
charter it was decided that charter be 
‘--ned upon the condition that they re- 
frain fram making bottles and fruit jars. 
which constitute a claca nf work per- 
formed by the Glass Bottle Blowers As- 
sociation. now affillated with the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 

Copy of this decision was furniched 
to the representatives of the Flint Glass 
Workers, who submitted the following 
answer. 

Minneapolis. Minn., Nov. 22, 1906. 
Mr. Frank Morrison. 
Secretary American Federation of 
Labor. 


Dear Sir and Bro.: We have decided 
to accept and hereby apply for said 
charter in accordance with the terms of 
your letter of the 19th instant, and, ac- 
cordingly, we hereby request that we be 
seated as delegates to the A. F. of L. 
convention now in session. 


Farternally yours, 


(Signed) T. W. Rowe, 
John F. Tobin, 
T. J. Conboy. 


In view of the Constitution of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, which pro- 
vides that an organization shall have 
held its charter at least thirty days prior 
to the convention, to be entitled to re- 
presentation therein, of course, the re- 
quest to be seated in the Minneapolis 
convention could not be granted. In 
the matter of the acceptance of the con- 
ditions upon which charter would be 
issued, the Executive Council decided 
that a conference should be held at A. 
F. of L. headquarters between the re- 
presentatives of the Flint Glass Workers 
and the Glass Bottle Blowers Associa- 
tion for the purpose of perfecting an 
agreement in accordance with the terms 
of the Minneapolis decision. The con- 
ference was held, with President Gom- 
pers representing the A. F. of L.. but 
the representatives of the Flint Glass 
Workers refused to comply with the 
conditions set forth in the decision, to 
which they had agreed in the letter 
ahove quoted, stating finallv they had no 
intention of doing so. This has been 
fully borne out by the subsequent in- 
creased invasion by the Flint Glass 
Workers of the rights and jurisdiction 
of the Glass Rottle Rlowers Association. 
which ts proving a serious menace to the 
Glass Bottle Rlowers in their efforts to 
pretect conditions of eployvment. At- 
tached, T submit in evidence a fac- 
eimile conv of a letter. addressed hv 
President Rowe. of the Flint Glaser 
Worters. to the Glenshaw Glass Com- 
panv. of Glenshaw. Pa. in which the 
Price offered to this firm to secure juris- 
diction over their niant fs $1.25 helow 
that heine nald under the rules of the 
Glase Rottle Rlowere’ Asanrlation. and 
rece'ved hv their members emnploved in 
this plant. The Glass Bottle Plowers 
have offered evidence of the action of 
the Flints In other instances, in secur- 
ing ‘uricediction over plants by making 
concessions to the firms unon the con- 
ditions enforced by the Glass Bottle 
Blowers. 


President Rowe charged President 
Gompers with making a false report to 
the ‘!xecutive Council upon the confer- 
ence. between the representatives of the 
two organizations in stating that he 
(President Rowe) bad renudiated the 
acceptance of the Minneanolis decision, 
and also charged President Gomvors 
with micreprecentation In his statement 
to the Denver convertion. when thia 
question was under discussion. (See 
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copy of President Gompers’ 
President Hayes, attached.) 


Under date of October 3, 1908, Presi- 
dent Rowe, of the Flint Glass Workers, 
sent a letter to the local unions of his 
association, bearing on the circular to 
central bodies issued by President Gom- 
pers with instructions to unseat the 
Flint locals, in which Mr. Rowe made 
the following statement: 


letter to 


The Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor has not the 
power to revoke a charter of a central 
body if a central body refuses to deny 
you representation. A charter can only 
be revoked by a two-thirds vote of a 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, and the proper attitude for 
your delegates to assume is to have 
the central body notify President Gom- 
pers that they will not deny representa- 
tives of the American Flint Glass Work- 
ers’ Union all the rights accorded to 
delegates from any other bona fide labor 
union. 


I do not desire here to indulge in any 
criticism of the spirit of Mr. Rowe's 
advice, but I deem it essential to refer 
to same in order to disabuse any wrong 
impression which may have been created 
thereby. The provision to which he 
makes reference, governing the revo- 
cation of a charter, applies only to 
National and International Unions (Art. 
IX.. Sec. 12), and has no bearing on 
central bodies, State branches. or local 
unions. The Minneapolis convention 
emphasized the requirement of central 
bodies to conform to the regulations 
governing these organizations in the 
Constitution of the A. F. of L. by the 
following action: 


It has been brought to the attention 
of the Grievance Committee by protests 
handed to the Committee on Credentials 
and referred to us, that a number of 
central bodies affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are violating 
the laws of that body by seating the 
representatives of dual and seceding or- 
ganizations, or those who are antago- 
nistic to the Federation and its affillated 
bodies and {legally unseating or refus- 
ing to admit delegates, representing Na- 
tional or International Unions affillated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 


Your Committee recommends that the 
Executive Council be instructed to rieid- 
lv enforce the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor governing the ac- 
tion of central hodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of T.abor. Anv 
central body falling to comnlv with the 
laws shall have Its charter revoked. 


There has heen come rriticlem because 
of the attitude of the Executive Council 
on this question. but It should be borne 
in mind that thie matter has heen thor- 
oughly diccnesed at three conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor 
where the representatives of the Flint 


Glass Workers were granted the floor 
and given the fullest opportunity to pre- 
sent their case, and each convention has 
rejected the proposition to give the 
Flint Glass Workers a charter. It is 
not reasonable to suppose that three 
conventions would be of the same mind, 
did not the evidence strongly tend to- 
ward the same conclusion. The Flint 
Glass Workers want a charter, but they 
want it on their own terms, without 
rerard to the conditions upon which it 
can be lawfully issued. It is not a 
matter of sentiment or sympathy with 
the Executive Council, but a question of 


law as it is plainly written. 


It is a source of deep regret to the 
Executive Council that the Flint Glass 
Workers have forced the necessity for 
their discipline, realizing as we do that 
the labor movement can ill afford such 
contention within its ranks, when we 
need the closest bonds of fraternity and 
friendship, and sincere desire for mutual 
cooperation and assistance, in order to 
successfully combat the great odds 
against which it is arrayed. 


To the extent that harmony prevails 
within our ranks, in the same degree 
will our strength develop: it is to this 
end that the trade union movement seeks 
to impress upon labor organizations the 
necessity of lawful and orderly rela- 
tionship. and It should be the effort of 
every affiliated union. as it Is its dutv. 
to emphasize and afd particularly tn 
the enforcement of those decisions which 
have for their object the recognition 
and promotion of this great principle. 


For the guldance of your body, I desire 
to repeat that part of e decision ren- 
dered by the Executive Council at the 
meeting held in New York City. June 
15-19, 1909. which relates specifically to 
the enforcement of the instructions to 
unseat locals of the American Flint 
Glass Workers: 


Recolved. That Secretary Morrison no- 
tifv State hoAfee and central bodies to 
exnel all Incal unions of the American 
Flint Glase Workers Union. on or be- 
fore Auguet 1. and that the charters 
of central bodies and State bodies. fall- 
ing to comply with this decision of the 
Executive Council shall stand revoked 
on that date. with this nroviso, how- 
ever. that all central hodies that were 
notified to exvel delecates and have not 
complied. to he communicated with and 
informed that If thev have not com- 
plied with the communication receivef 
from President Gompers, that thev re- 
turn their charters to the Americar 
Federation of Labor. 


Anticipating your prompt compliance 
with the above decision of the Execu- 
tive Council, and to be advised thereof 
on or before August 1, 1909, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary American Federation of 
Labor. 
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Tales, ©. August 31/08 
Wr J, 3. Meyers 
Glenshaw Glass. Co 
Glenshaw Pa 


My Dear Sir,- 
Replying to your favor will state that 


we will allow three menbers at $3.75 each to operate the 
English machine and if you introduce automatic shears to 
out off the glass, we will allow one menber to gather 
for the hachine at $5.00 a day, day work, until a piece 
work price can be agreeably established and not inter- 
fere with the boys to instal to attend to the transfer 
and taking the article out of the mould. 

This will be done for your company, 
providing you give us jurisdtotion over your glass dlow- 
ing departmont. 

Tf this is interesting to your Company, 
we will gladly meet you to complete the details of car- 
Tying out such a plan. 

. This is oonfidentisl to you and your 


nema ‘tours truly 


GU Gres 


77 


73 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Washington, D.C., April 29, 1909. 
Mr. D. A. Hayes, President, Glass Bottle 

Blowers’ Association of the United 

States and Canada, 930 Witherspoon 

Building, Philadelphia, Pa.: 

Dear Sir and Brother: Your favor of 
recent date to hand, and contents noted. 
The meeting of the Executive Council 
intervened since then, and I have had 
to keep important engagements out of 
the city, as well as attending to press- 
ing work here, all of which have de- 
!ayed an earlier reply. Of course, you 
will understand that I do not under- 
estimate the Importance of this matter, 
but I was conscious that, though im- 
portant, an immediate reply was not 
essential. 

Now, in regard to the statement of 
Mr. Rowe, denying that he declared 
that he had no intention of carrying 
cut the agreement which he and his 
colleagues signed at Minneapolis, and 
denying further that he declared his 
pu:pose to fight your Association until 
the claim of his union to make bottles 
was conceded, I desire to say that it 
seems to matter little to Mr. Rowe what 
statement he may make at one time, 
whether it be consistent with a state- 
ment he may make at another. The fact 
!: that he did make these declarations in 
the conference held In the office of the 


American Federation of Labor, and at 
which his colleagues were present, and 
at which you and your colleagues and 
I were in attendance. He made these 
declarations abso.ute and without quali- 
fication, and repeated them in answer 
tu my question. 

Surely one need not even depend upon 
memory as to Mr. Rowe’s change of at- 
titude, or if he did not change his atti- 
tude he had no intention of carrying out 
the agreement he siened. The Minne- 
apolis agreement which Mr. Rowe and 
his collearues signed contained the pro- 
vision that the American Flint Glass 
Workers “REFRAIN FROM MAKING 
BOTTLES AND FRUIT JARS.” This 
was the condition upon which a charter 
was to be issued to the Flints. and, as 
T say, was signed and agreed to by Mr. 
Rowe and his colleagues. for the Flints. 
And yet in his report to the 1908 con- 
vention of the Flint Glass Workers, 


Mr. Rowe, as President. declared that 
the organization should not surren- 
der a factory to the Glass Bottle 


Blowers’ Assoclation, and these fac- 
tories to which he referred were the 
factories making bottles. They could 
have references to no other factory. 
The above I repeate?) In my remarks 
to the Denver Convention of the A. F. 
af T.. when this subject wa« under con- 
sideration. They were made in the pres- 


sence of Mr. Rowe, and they were then 
not denied. Indeed, it seems peculiar 
that any denial of them should be made 
by Mr. Rowe, in view of the agreement 
he signed and his subsequent official 
declaration printed in the official pro- 
ceedings of the 1908 convention of the 
Flint Glass Workers. 

You can readily appreciate how much 
I am impressed with the necessity for 
unity, harmony and co-operation, and I 
would go to almost any lengths to ac- 
complish that purpose, for the interests 
of the Glass Workers. whether those 
belonging to your Agsociation, or of 
the Flints are near and dear to my 
heart. It is my firm conviction that if 
the Flint Glass Workers’ Association 
would take a broad-minded, comprehen- 
sive view of the situation, the very 
best of feeling could be brought 
about. They could co-operate to the 
common interests of the men in 
the trade and work on the common 
end of furthering and promoting the 
welfare of all the workers of our coun- 
try. In any way that I can be helpful 
to the attainment of that much desired 
purpose, you may rest assured I shall 
be most pleased to serve. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Fraternally yours, 
SAM’L GOMPERS, 

President American Federation of 

or. 

We are gratified to be able to report 
further that only one central body has 
refused to comply with the decision. 
That is the central body of Fostoria, 
Ohio, and its charter has been with- 
drawn. 

The course we have taken in the case 
of the American Flint Glass Workers is 
in compliance with the instructions of 
the Minneapolis Convention to the Ex- 
ecutuve Council, to enforce the laws of 
the A. F. of L., and If they failed or 
refused to do so, to revoke their char- 
ters. We trust our action in these mat- 


ters meets with your approbation. 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


During the year 1908, a schism arose 
in the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, which brought a di- 
vision of officers and unions. Two sets 
of officers claimed to represent the In- 
ternational Union, both in rivalry and 
antagonism to each other The matter 
was fully reported to the Denver Con- 
vention, and we recommend that, in 
considering the subject, the official 
printed proceedings of the Denver Con- 
vention be made part of this record. At 
Denver the entire subject was discussed, 
and a special committee of five appoint- 
ed to confer with contending parties, 
for the purpose of endeavoring to reach 


—— 
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an agreement. Before President Gom- 
pers announced the committees, he sub- 
mitted the names of the committee to 
the representatives of both parties for 
their approval, and they agreed to the 
fitness and impartiality of the men. 
Laboring several days and nights at 
Denver, the committee submitted an 
agreement, signed not only by the com- 
mittee, but by the representatives of 
both contending parties. For the pur- 
pose of a clear understanding of the 
entire matter, we can do no better than 
to quote a circular we authorized to be 
issued. It accurately sets forth the 
circumstances which led to the course 
which was necessary for your Execu- 
tive Council to pursue in order to carry 
out the action of the Denver Conven- 
tion, the constitution, laws and policies 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
The circular is as follows: 


Washington, D.C., Feb. 11, 1909. 


Central Bodies, State Branches and Or- 
ganizers: 


Dear Sirs and Broth rs: The Denver 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, having under consideration 
the controversy existing in the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, appointed a special commit- 
tee for the purpose of endeavoring to 
restore harmony in that organization, 
the special committee, consisting of W. 
A. Sexton, D. S. Fitzgerald, John B. 
Lennon, R. P. Rubin and James E. 
Roach. 


After prolonged conferences, in which 
the representatives of both sides par- 
ticipated, and were given ample oppor- 
tunity to state their respective positions, 
an agreement was reached, signed by 
the representatives of both sides, and 
unanimously endorsed by the Denver 
Convention, as follows: 


Memorandum of Agreement and Stipu- 
lation Entered Into by the Opposing 
Factions in the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, in Pursu- 
ance of the Report of a Special Com- 
mittee Appointed by the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 


First—It is hereby agreed that a 
convention of all the locals of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers shall be called in St. Louis on 
January 18, 1909. Every loca) organiza- 
tion in good standing on September 15, 
1908, shall be entitled to representation 
in this convention. 

Second—The officers of both opposing 
forces shall submit to the representa- 
tive of the American Federation of 
Labor, appointed by President Gompers, 
a complete list of the organizations in 
their p.ssession, not later than Nov. 
28. 1908. The list of organizations thus 
submitted shall be considered by both 


opposin~ forces as an official roster of 
the coming convention. 

Third—It is further agreed that both 
of tne opposing forces will at once no- 
tify the local unions of the Internation- 
al Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
their desire that each local respond to 
the call for the said convention to be 
held January 18, 1909, incorporating in 
the same in concise form the action of 
the Denver Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Fourth—It is further agreed that all 
suits at law or court processes of any 
character relating to the affairs of the 
organization shall be at once with- 
drawn. 

Fifth—It is further agreed that all 
necessary and legitimate expenditures 
of the opposing forces of the organiza- 
tion shall be defrayed by the proper 
officers, signing warrants and checks In 
accord with the laws of the Internation- 
a! Brotherhood. In case any questions 
arise relative to the payment of any bill 
which cannot be adjusted amicably by 
the fiscal officers. it is agreed that the 
same shall be referred to the convention 
of January 18, 1909, for final adjust- 


ment. 

Sixth—It is also further agreed that 
after the convention has been convened 
and the delegates have been seated in 
the convention as accredited delegates 
the rules of the procedure and laws of 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers shall be taken as au- 
thority. 

Seventh—It is further agreed that all 
funds now on hand and those hereafter 
received by either side to this contro- 
versy shall be made a special trust fund 
and placed in a bank in Springfield, Ill!- 
nois, said bank to be designated by 
President Gompers. Funds now on de- 
posit drawing interest shall not be 
transferred to Sprinc-field trust fund 
until after interest is due and payable. 

Eighth—It is hereby further agreed 
that the action of the convention to be 
held in St. Louis, Mo., January 18, 1909, 
shall be accepted by both sides to the 
controversy as final and binding to the 
end that the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers shall be main- 
tained in one complete organization. 

Ninth—It is also further agreed that 
the recommendations of the special com- 
mittee shall be complied with (a copy 
of which is hereby attached) where not 
specifically detailed in these stipulations. 

Tenth—It is hereby agreed by and 
between the opposing forces of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Wo ers represented by F. J. McNulty, 
Peter W. Collins, J. J. Reid, J. W. 
Murphy, F. J. Sullivan, and J. E. McCad- 
den, that from this date there shall not 
be any suits at law or in equity filed by 
either of the aforesald opposing forces, 
for any cause whatsoever, connecting in 
any manner the International Brother- 
hood of Klectrical Workers pending the 
convention to be held in St. Louis. Mo., 
January 18, 1909. 

Eleventh—It is hereby agreed that 
should the referendum vote be against 





c 


the holding of the convention on Janu- 
ary 18, 1909, a convention will be called 
at once in accordance with the constitu- 
tion of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 

(Signed) J. J. REID, 


. J. SULLIVAN, 
F. J. McNULTY, 


FRANCIS J. SWEEK, 
M. S. CULVER. 
Signed November 20, 1908. 


Witness: M. GRANT HAMILTON. 


In the meantime the vote of the mem- 
bers defeated the proposition to hold a 
Sonvention and this was therefore aban- 

oned. 

President Gompers being unacquainted 
with the names or the condition of the 
bank. at Springfield, communicated with 
W. D. Ryan. Delegate from the Miners’ 
to he American Fed ration of Labor 
Convention, and secretary of the United 
Mine Workers of America whose home 
is In Springfield, Ill, asking him to sug- 
gest the name of a bank. He recom- 
mended the Lincoln National Bank, and 
Presiie.t Gompers, In accordance with 
the terms of the agreement, designated 
the Tincoln National Bank. 

Further complying with the terms of 
the agreement, President Gompers, with 
the advice of the Executive Council, 
appointed M. Grant Hamilton to aid in 
every way as a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor, to carry 
the agreement into effect. All of this 
was without avail by reason of the 
point-blank refusal of Mr. Reid and his 
associates, claimants to the Presidency 
and other offices, respectively, of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, to accept the bank designated. 

Thereupon Frank J. McNulty and 
others, claiming to be president and 
other officers of the Internationa) Bro- 
therhood of Electrical Workers, and J. 
J. Reid, and others, claiming to be presi- 
dent and other officers of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, appeared before the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor at its meeting at Washington, 
D.C., January 11-16, inclusive. Every 
effort was made to bring about an honor- 
able adjustment of the controversy, to 
reconcile the contending parties, and to 
heal the breach and division so that one 
comprehensive International Union of 
the Electrical Workers might be accom- 
plished. 

Mr. McNulty, for himself and: his 
associates, had discontinued all litiga- 
tion before the courts, had accepted the 
name of the bank designated for the 
deposit of the funds, and declared the 
readiness of himself and associates to do 
everything within their power to bring 
about unity. 

On the other hand. Mr. J. J. Reid. and 
his associates, stated that they had not 
discontinued litigation and suits before 
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the courts, that they had begun new 
Suits since the agreement was reached, 
and that they would not discontinue 
them as provided by the agreement, and 
that they would not accept the Lincoln 
National Bank as designated for the 
deposit of the funds of the organization. 
Mr. Reid and his associates repudiated 
every condition of the agreement volun- 
tarily and solemnly entered into at Den- 
ver and ratified by the unanimous vote 
of the Denver Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Therefore, the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, in 
the interests of the Electrical Workers, 
of the Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers, and of the general labor movement, 
decided to and does recornize Mr. Frank 

. McNulty as President, Mr. Peter W. 
Collins as Secretary and Mr. J. E Mc- 
Cadden as Treasurer of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and 
urges that Electrical Workers’ Local 
Unions recognize Mr. McNulty, Mr. Col- 
Mins, and Mr. McCadden as such bona fide 
officers of the Brotherhood and no others 
until their successors shall be duly 
elected. 

The Executive Council also decided to 
and urgently requests and appeals to all 
Organized labor of America to recognize 
Messrs. Frank J. McNulty, Peter W. Col- 
ins and J. E. McCadden as the bona 
fide officers of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, and to recog- 
nize such local unions only as entitled 
to full recognition, which are in full 
aflliation with the International Bro- 
therhood of Electrical Workers of which 
Messrs. McNulty, Collins and McCadden 
are President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
respectively. 

By order of the Executive Council? of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


With best wishes, I am. 
1 raternally yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American lederation of 


Labor. 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary American Federation of 
Labor. 
Toronto, Canada, Nov. 8, 1909. 

By reason of the continued refusal-of 
J. J. Reid and those he represents, who 
repudiated the Denver Convention agre- 
ment, it became necessary to issue an- 
other circular, addressed to all members 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, as from the cor- 
respondence received at headquarters 
there appeared to exist considerable 
misaprehension as to who were the duly 
constituted, authorized and recognized 
officers of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, and for the pur- 
pose of bringing about the best possible 
unity, we issued a circular to the mem- 
bers of the International Brotherhood 
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of Electrical Workers, giving the status 
of the case up to February 15, 1909. It 
is as follows: 


Owing to the fact that a large number 
of communications from Local Unions of 
Electrical Workers are being received at 
this office requesting information rela- 
tive to the controversy among the Elec- 
trical Workers, it is deemed advisable to 
present for your knowledge a short 
synopsis by Organizer M. Grant Hamil- 
ton, who was appointed at the Denver 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor to assist in the carrying out 
of the agreement entered into by the 
opposing factions in the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. It 
is as follows: 


Springfield, In. February 12, 1909. 


Samuel Gompers, Esq.. 
President American Federation of 
Labor. 


Dear Sir and Brother.—Agreeable to 
your request I herewith transmit to you 
a condensed statement of my efforts to 
adjust the controversy existing in the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers: 

After my appointment by you as arbi- 
ter an agreement was entered into and 
signed by both sides to the controversy. 
(This agreement was reproduced in full 
and is incorporated in the official de- 
eision reached by the Executive Council, 
which has been sent to all local unions 
o* the Electrical Workers.) Immediately 
after the adjournment of the convention 
at Denver I proceeded to Springfield. III. 


to assist the signers of the agreement. 


in carrying out the provisions of the 
same. 


This agreement stipulated that all 
suits and other court proceedings should 
at once cease implying that all hostili- 
ties should immediately be discontinued. 
This proved not to be the case. The 
agreement was signed November 20, but 
as soon as F. J. Sullivan could reach 
Sprinefield action was taken by himself 
and J. W. Murphy to stop the payment 
of checks {issued in Denver by Secretary 
Peter W. Collins, and these checks went 
to protest on November 25. The checks 
having been indorsed by Frank Morrison, 
Secretary of the American Federation 
of Labor. after the signing of the Den- 
ver agreement, the side represented by 
J. J. Reid and others directly repudiated 
the good offices of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and made it avparent that 
Reid and his associates had no regard, 
not only for the agreement which had 
been signed by them, but also for the 
{integrity of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

This action was clearly in defiance of 
the letter and spirit of the agreement, 
and clearly indicated that there was no 
desire on the part of the side represented 
by Reid to carry out Its provisions to 
re-unite the Brotherhood. 

The agreement made provision that 
President Gompers should select a bank 
wherein the funds of the organization 
should be deposited. The Lincoln Na- 


tional Bank was designated in accord- 
ance therewith. 


Immediately upon the selection of this 
bank +. J. Sullivan point blank refused 
to accept, attaching no reasons therefor 
that were tangible or cogent. 


All suits at law or in equity were to 
be withdrawn immediately. 


The side represented by J. J. Reid and 
others utterly refused to carry out this 
rovision. In fact, not only have they 
gnored the letter and spirit of the 
agreement, but have instituted new suits 
as late as last month (January), J. J. 
Reid having admitted this fact before 
the Executive Council at Its last session. 

Every possible effort was made to 
have these suits withdrawn by the Reid 
side. I met in conference at Cleveland, 
Ohio, with J. J. Reid, Louls Geib, Oliver 
Myers, together with F. J. McNulty and 
Peter W. Collins, in the office of the 
attorneys for Geib and Myers. Geib had 
instituted the suit tying up the organiza- 
tion’s funds in Cleveland. Myers had 
filed a cross-petition to release a portion 
of the funds. After a thorough discus- 
sion of the agreement Reid, Geib, and. 
Myers repudiated the agreement against 
the interest of the Electrical Workers 
and bect judgment of the highest tri- 
bunal of labor. 


The convention which was to have 
been held on January 18, 1909, in pur- 
suance of the agreement failed in the 
referendum, and consequently could not 
be held legally. 


According to the terms of the agree- 
ment, however, I notified both sides that 
efforts must at once be made to secure 
another call for a convention. 


To this not a single word has been 
heard from the side represented by Reid. 
In fact. no attempt was made to carry 
into effect that provision by Reid and 
his associates. . 


On the other hand. MeNulty and Col- 
lins furnished me with the requisite 
number of calls from Local Unions in 
five separate districts to call for a refer- 
endum on holding a convention. Upon 
the complete failure of the Reld side. 
however, to act in this matter, I advised 
that the Local Untons be requested to 
withdraw their petitions for the refer- 
endum to hold a special convention. 
This for.the reason that nothing could 
be accomplished with only one side to 
the controversy represented at a special 
convention. 


During the negotiations mv _ efforts 
were exerted to the end that the acree- 
ment be complied with by both sides. It 
became mv duty, however, to inform you 
that the side represented by Reid falled 
in every particular. save one, to comply. 
and that one exception was that Sulll- 
van did submit what wae claimed to be 
a roster of the Local Unions holding 
allegiance to him and his assoctates. 
Aside from the exception noted not a 
single attempt was made to redeem the 
obligations entered into, and were it 
possible the Reid side became more hos- 
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tile and bitter than before the agree- 
ment was signed. 

On the other hand, President McNulty 
and Secretary Collins complied with 
every provision of the agreement, and in 
every other way aided to the best of 
their ability in an effort to reach an 
amicable adjustment. 

There is one matter which is of so 
much importance that I deem it advis- 
able that every local union of Electrical 
Workers should be informed upon the 


same. 

Reid, Sullivan, and others, make claim 
that the convention held in St. Louis 
was leral. That they are in doubt that 
the convention was legal is best evi- 
denced by the fact that they have insti- 
tuted suits in the courts to determine 
that very issue. 

There is approximately $83.000 tied up 
by litigation in Cleveland, and also about 
$3,000 in a Springfield. Ill. bank. Reid 
and his associates declare that this 
money will revert to the side which he 
represents as a result of the suits insti- 
tuted. It is unnecessary for me to make 
any argument why this statement is 
incorrect. 

It can be taken for granted, no matter 
how extravagant the claims of Reid and 
his associates, that the money now tied 
up by litigation will finally be awarded 
to the organization recognized by the 
American Federation of Labor and offi- 
cered at the present time by McNulty, 
Collins and McCadden. 

Yours fraternally, 
M. GRANT HAMILTON, 
General Organizer, A. F. of L. 

The above report of Organizer Hamil- 
ton is accurate in every particular, and 
therefore all Local Unions should at 
amce align themselves with the bona fide 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
‘Workers, of which Frank J. McNulty is 
president; Peter W. Collins, secretary, 
and J. E. McCadden, treasurer, to the 
‚end that unity and material progress 
gay be achieved. The interests of the 
Electrical Workers must be protected, 
and the attempt to dissipate the funds 
of the organization by endless litigation 
effectually stamped out that one com- 
prehensive Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers may be restored and main- 
ained. 


After voluminous correspondence with 
headquarters, and in many instances, in- 
vestigation on the part of special repre- 
sentatives of the A. F. of L. it was 
ascertained that a few of the state 
bodies and a number of the central labor 
unions had refused to abide by the de- 
cision of the American Federation of 
Labor, and instead of enforcing Section 
1, Article XI., had given their support 
and recognition to the seceding body of 
Electrical Workers, represented by Mr. 
Reid and his followers. After exerting 
every means at our command to have 
State and central bodies comply with the 
Federation Constitution and suspend the 


seceding unions of Electrical Workers, 
there was no alternative but to revoke 
the charters of the following state and 
central bodies for failure to comply 
with Section 1, Article XI., of the Con- 
stitution: Iowa State Federation of 
Labor, August 10 ,1909; Ohio State Fed- 
eration of Labor, October 14, 1909; Lo- 


gansport, Indiana, September 1, 1909; 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, October 1, 1909: 
Davenport, Iowa, September 27, 1909; 


Detroit, Michigan, September 18, 1909: 
Duluth, Minn., October 7, 1909; St. 
Lcuis, Mo.,, September 14, 1909; Atlantic 
City, N.J., Sept. 28, 1909; Albany, N.Y.. 
Oct. 13, 1909; Hornell, N.Y., Oct. 2, 1909; 
Jamestown N.Y., October 2 1909; Cleve- 
land, Ohio, September 20, 1909; Newark, 
Ohio, October 8, 1909; Toledo September 
22 1909; Connellsville, Pa. Sept. 18, 
1909; Dallas Texas, October 5, 1909; 
Sherman, Texas, October 4, 1909; Ogden. 
Utah, October 4, 1909; Everett, Wash- 
ington, October 1, 1909. 


The following central bodies since 
their charters were revoked, have com- 
plied with the Constitution, and, in ac- 
cordance with compliance, their charters 
were restored: 


Logansport, Ind., September 20, 1909: 
St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 18,,1909; Albany, 
N.Y., October 27, 1909: Jamestown, 
W. Va., October 27, 1909. 


List of central bodies whose charters 
have been revoked for failure to comply 
with Section 1, Article XI. of the Con- 
stitution by supporting seceding local 
unions of Flint Glass Workers: Steu- 
benville, Ohio, July 26, 1909; Fostoria, 
Ohio, August 7, 1909; Charleroi Pa., 
August 1, 1909. 


The following central bodies, since 
their charters were revoked, have com- 
plied with the Constitution, and in ac- 
cordance with compliance, their charters 
were restored: 

Steubenville, Ohio, October 1, 1909; 
Charleroi, Pa., October 27 1909. 


PROTESTS AND APPEALS. 


Protests and appeals have been re- 
celved from the following state and 
central bodies against the action of the 
Executive Council in enforcing Section 
1, Article XI. of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor: State 
Bodies: Iowa, Ohlo. Central Bodies: 
Detroit, Mich.; Cleveland, Ohio; Toleda 
Chio: Davenport, Iowa: Cedar Rapids, 
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Iowa; Indianapolis, Ind.; Milwaukee, 
Wis.; San Francisco, Cal. 

These protests ‘and appeals, with the 
correspondence in relation thereto will 
be placed in the hands of the commit- 
tees to which they may be referred. 

WOOD-WORKERS—CARPENTERS. 

In conformity with the action of the 
Denver Convention President Gompers 
attended the Convention of the Amalga- 
mated Wood-Workers, which met in 
Chicago in March to endeavor to comply 
Witn the intent and purpose of the Min- 
neapolis decision affecting the interests 
of the Carpenters’ and the Wood-Work- 
ers’ organizations, and the _ invitation 
was also extended by the Wood-Work- 
ers to the officers of the United Brother- 
hood. The failure of the Brotherhood 
to have a representative present during 
the convention has, in our opinion, 
tended to intensify the feeling and 
‘widen the breach between them. 

In the meantime the Wood-Workers 
protest against the action of the Execu- 
tive Council in endorsing the Union 
Label of the United Brotherhood. 

Upon a suggestion, an invitation has 
been extended to the representatives of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and the Amalgamated 
Wood-Workers’ International Union to 
have their officers or delegates to this 
Convention, or both to meet in joint 
friendly conference in this city during 
our Convention and endeavor to reach 
an honorable adjustment of the contro- 
versy existing between them. In that 
form, or through this report, the sub. 
ject matter is placed before you for your 
further action. 


AMALGAMATED CARPENTERS — U. 
B. OF CARPENTERS. 


Complaints continue to be made by 
the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners that the delegates from 
their local unions are denied representa- 
tion in the various central bodies by 
reason of the protest of the local unions 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners, the central bodies in some 
-instances taking the position that the 
locals of the Amalgamated Society are 
dual organizations. 

We are endeavoring to enforce the 
provisions of the Constitution of the A. 
F. of L., and have notified a number of 
central bodies that if they do not admit 


‚ate, 


delegates from these local unions their 
charters will be revoked. The situa- 
tion, as you can very readily appreci- 
is most unsatisfactory, and de- 
mands your earnest consideration. 


MACHINISTS — ELEVATOR 
STRUCTORS. 


We have continued our efforts during 
the year to secure an adjustment or 
understanding of the jurisdictional 
questions at issue between the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists and the 
International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors, or an amalgamation of the 
two. President Gompers, by request of 
the officers of these two orgnizations, 
met with them twice in conference, and 
upon his departure for Europe, the mat- 
ter was placed in the hands of Vice-Pre- 
sident Duncan to continue the efforts at 
adjustment. Further conference will be 
held by Vice-President Duncan with the 
representatives of these two organiza- 
tions during the Convention, when we 
hope to report adjustment or amalgama- 
tion. 


CON- 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
CAR WORKERS — BROTHER- 
HOOD OF RAILWAY CARMEN. 


At our Convention in Denver last 
year, an agreement was entered into 
between the representatives of these two 
organizations, aided by Chairman Per- 
ham of the then newly-formed Railroad 
Employes’ Department of the A. F. of 
L. This agreement provided for a refer- 
endum vote of the membership of the 
two organizations, the appointment of 
a committee from each of five mem- 
bers, with full power to act with a 
representative of the A. F. of L. for 
the purpose of formulating a plan of’ 
amalgamation. The officers of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen, also to 
put a referendum vote the question of 
affiliating with the A. F. of L. The 
vote taken by the Brotherhood was in 
favor, that of the International Associ- 
ation against the proposition. 

However, still desirous of amalgamat- 
ing the two organizations, or of secur- 
ing some mutually satisfactory agree- 
met between them, the correspondence 
was continued with them, and at a later 
meeting of the Executive Council, the 
following agreemcnt was entered into 
between the representatives of the two 
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organizations, Vice-President Perham 
acting for the A. F. of L.: 


Victoria Hotel, New York City, 
June 15, 1909. 


At a meeting which took place in the 
Victoria Hotel, June 15, 1909, an in- 
formal discussion took place between & 
committee from the Executive Board of 
the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of 
America and two members of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers, relative to 
the amalgamation of the two organiza- 
tions, the Committee of the Brother- 
hood of Railway Carmen having full 
power to act and the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers not. The 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of Am- 
erica stated that their committee, hav- 
ing full power to act, would remain as 
it was until their convention. Brother 
H. B. Perham, who had been called into 
the controversy by the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor, suggested that the International 
Association of Car Workers report to 
their Executive Board what had taken 
place, and they agreed to recommend to 
their Executive Board the submitting 
of the plan for their consideration of 
asking their membership to authorize 
the appointment of a like committee, 
with power to act, at a time and place 
to be mutually agreed upon, provided 
said meeting, if held, shall not be later 
than October 15, 1909. 
H. B. Perham, Chairman; 
Frank L. Ronemus, 
Frank Hall, 
J. W. Bartholomew, 
George E. Webster, 

For Brotherhood of Rallway Carmen of 

America. 

C. W. Gibson, 
T. H. Condon, 
For International Association ‘of Car 

Workers. 

We were later advised that the Execu- 
tive Board of the International Associ- 
ation declined to submit the question to 
a referendum vote. 

In view of the fact that the Brother- 
hood of Railway Carmen of America 
voted to afillate with the A. F. of L., 
application for charter was made by its 
officers. We have had this application 
under consideration, but were in hopes 
that amalgamation of the organizations 
would be completed. We, therefore, 


held the matter in abeyance. We have 
not given up hope that amalgamation 
may be accomplished, even at this Con- 
vention, but unless this Convention or 
the Executive Council is advised on or 
before the close of this Convention that 
amalgamation will be affected, we re- 
commend that the Executive Council be 
authorized to charter and affiliate to the 
A. F. of L. an amalgamation of the men 
in this industry under one charter. 

LONGSHOREMEN OF THE PACIFIC. 

Attention was called last year to the 
independent organization of Longshore- 
men of the Pacific Coast, and the ap- 
plication made by that organization for 
affillation to the American Federation 
of Labor. In conformity with your Im 
structions, we have used our best 
efforts to effect the reaffillation of the 
Longshdremen of the Pacific with the 
International Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion. 

A letter written by President O’Con- 
nor of the International Association of 
Longshoremen, about two weeks ago, in 
which he states: “We have been suc- 
cessful in getting twenty-five of the In- 
dependent locals back into our interna- 
tinal. There is no question but that 
within the next ten or twelve days we 
will have the other five, which will give 
our international a complete chain of 
locals from Santiago to Vancouver.” 
And he. assures us that the members 
of his organization appreciate very 
much the efforts put forth on their be- 
half by the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Thus has been consummated a unity 
which will make for the good not only 
of the men particularly in interest, but 
of the general labor movement. 

In connection with this subject, we 
desire to officially inform this Convention 
that the International Longshoremen’s 
Association has formally complied with 
the desire of the American Federation 
of Labor, and adopted the title under 
which it Is now known, that is, “The 
International Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion.” 


QUARRY WORKERS—PAVING CUT- 
TERS. 


The jurisdictional controversy be- 
tween the two organizations, to which 
reference is made in Resolution No. 76 
of the Denver Convention, was, by the 
Convention, referred to the two inter- 
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mational unions involved for final set- 
tlement, the understanding being that 
a member of the Executive Council 
should meet in conference with them. 
Vice-President Mitchell was appointed 
to act in this capacity, and, by consent 
of both parties, was made arbitrator. 
He met in conference with the repre- 
sentatives of both organizations, and 
on March list rendered the following de- 
cision, which was accepted by both 
sides and approved by the Executive 
Council: ° 

“Between now and April 30th, the 
date upon which the contract of the 
Paving Cutters expires, the members of 
the Paving Cutters’ Union employed at 
the quarries of the firms named herein, 
and the officers of the local and inter- 
national parties to this submission, 
make every possible effort to have the 
quarry workers employed by Messrs. 
McIntosh, Brodie, and Borton Brothers 
become members of the Quarry Work- 
ers’ Union of North America; and 

*‘Whether they fail or succeed in their 
efforts to organize as members of the 
Quarry Workers’ Union, the men now 
employed as quarrymen, the officers and 
members of the Paving Cutters’ Union, 
prior to May Ist, notify the firms in 
question that they (the firms) must re- 
cognize the jurisdiction of the Quarry- 
workers’ Union over men employed as 
quarryworkers: and 

“In the future contracts or agree- 
ments be made with the two organiza- 
tions acting together, or with both of 
them acting separately. 

Since that time the Paving Cutters 
have requested that the matter be re- 
opened, but inasmuch as both parties 
agreed in advance to abide by the de- 
cision rendered in the case, the Paving 
Cutters were advised that the American 
Federation of Labor expected both par- 
ties to abide thereby. 


INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ 
MENT WORKERS. 


GAR- 


Resolution No. 64 of the Denver Con- 
vention deals with the controversy be- 
tween the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union and Local No. 10 
of that organization. The committee 
of the Denver Convention, to which the 
subject matter of this resolution was 
referred, recommended, and the Conven- 
tion approved, that the decision of Ar- 


bitrator Ford in this case, and as re 
ported to you at Denver, should be en- 
forced by the Executive Council Ar- 
bitrator Ford had decided that local No. 
10 should pay one-half of its per capita 
tax it owed. This the local refused to 
do. 

The International then waived the 
payment of one-half of the per capita 
tax due provided the local would pay 
the full per capita tax from the month 
of October, 1908. The local refused to 
comply, but stated it would pay per 
capita tax beginning January, 1909. 

After continued and unremitting ef- 
forts to enforce Arbitrator Ford's 
award, the Executive Council decided as 
follows: 


‘Resolved, That inasmuch as it is evi- 
dent that neither party has lived up to 
the spirit of the award made by Arbi- 
trator Ford, the Executive Council is 
of the opinion that a fair settlement 
of the dispute would be that Local No. 
10 be reinstated in the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union by 
the payment of their tax from and in- 
cluding the month of January, 1909; and 
be it further 

“Resolved, That if Local No. 10 re- 
fuses to abide by this decision, the 
Central Federated Union of New York 
City be notified (as per the Constitution 
of the A. F. of L.) to unseat their dele- 
gates; and if the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers refuse te comply 
with the decision, and issue charter to 
Local Union No. 10, the Executive Coun- 
cil will therefore refuse to take further 
action in this case.” 


MOVING PICTURE MACHINE OPER- 
ATORS. 


We made a report to the Convention 
last year of the efforts which had been 
made during that year to effect an 
agreement between the Electrical Work- 
ers and the Theatrical Stage Employes, 
regarding the question of jurisdiction 
over Moving Picture Machine Operat- 
ors; that it developed later that the 
Actors’ organization also made claim 
to jurisdiction, and that a conference 
was thereupon held in New York City 
between the representatives of the three 
organizations, when it was shown that 
the Theatrical Stage Employes, at their 
convention, held July 19, 1908, had re- 
pudiated the agreement entered into be- 
tween thelr officers and thé Electrical 
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Workers. Our Convention directed that 
President Gompers should arrange a 
conference at the earliest possible date, 
between the representatives of these 
three organizations, for the purpose of 
finally settling the matter in contro- 
versy. 


This conference was held January 29, 
1909, at the New York office of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. An agree- 
ment between the three organizations 
was entered into as follows: 


In pursuance of the direction of the 
Denver, Colorado, Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, repre- 
sentatives of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, the National 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
and the Actors’ National Protective 
Union, met in conference with Presi- 
dent Gompers, of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, at No. 25 Third Avenue, 
New York City, on January 29th, 1909, 
and then and there discussed the’ sub- 
ject of jurisdiction over “Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators,” and as to the 
course of the organizations vitally in 
interest regarding the efforts of some 
theatrical managers to transform the 
character of their entertainments to 
overcome fair treatment and fair sal- 
aries to members of the theatrical pro- 
fession. 


It was understood that though no 
formal action could be interposed to 
whatever‘ natural transition may be 
undertaken, but it was agreed by the 
representatives of the organizations 
above mentioned that they pledge them- 
selves to exert every effort to prevent 
the substitution of moving picture ma- 
chine entertainments to take the place 
of members of the theatrical profession, 
by reason of any controversy arising 
relative to salaries, treatment or other 
conditions between members of the the- 
atrical profession and theatrical man- 
agers. 


In the event of any controversy aris- 
ing, contemplated by this agreement, 
the executive officer of the organization 
most directly interested shall invite the 
representatives of the two other organi- 
zations, parties to this agreement to 
meet in conference, and there endeavor 
to effect whatever arrangement may 
be necesary to carry this agreement 
into effect. 


For JOHN J. BARRY 
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LEE M. HART 
For I. 4. of T. 8. LF. 

WM. 8S. GODSHALL, 
A. K. ARTENTON, 
JACOB SOLOMON, 

For LBEW. 
HARRY DEVEAUX, 

For A. N. P. UV. 

Approved and Endorsed. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President A. F. of L. 

However, several central bodies have 
requested advice from time to time dur- 
ing the year as to which international 
union should be recognized as having 
jurisdiction over Picture Machine Oper- 
ators; thelr respective local unions rep- 
resented in the central bodies making 
the complaint having come into confilct 
over the question of jurisdiction. 

A conference will be held between 
the representatives of the two organi- 
zations during this Convention, and re- 
port will be made to you later as to the 
result. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS — STOVE 
MOUNTERS. 


We have continued our efforts during 
the year in behalf of securing an ad- 
justment of the jurisdiction dispute ex- 
isting between these two organizations. 
A conference between their respective 
representatives has been arranged to be 
held during this Convention. Report as 
to the results of this conference will 
be made to you later. 


PAPER HANGERS — PAINTERS. 


We are advised, and report to you, 
that at the forthcoming Convention of 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers of America, which 
will be held in Cincinnati next month, 
it is expected that the constitution of 
that organization will be amended 50 
that the Paper Hangers’ jurisdiction 
claims and the rights of those who are 
exclusively paper hangers, as they are 
related to the painter-paper hangers 
(members of the Brotherhood) will be 
so defined as to prevent any disputes in 
the future. 

In this case, as in all others, we In- 
sist that the terms upon which smaller 
organizations become amalgamated with 
larger bodies are sacred agreements, 
which should be adhered to, unless the 
rights guaranteed the smaller body are 
waived with its consent. Unless this 
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principle is observed, we cannot hope 
to adjust by amalgamation many of the 
jurisdictional disputes which disturb 
and threaten the solidarity of our move- 
ment. 


The officers of the Brotherhood state 
that they anticipate that the Paper 
Hangers’ Unions will be well represent- 
ed at that Convention, as well as the 
members of the Brotherhood who are 
engaged in both branches of the trade, 
and that a special committee will be 
appointed to take the matter under con- 
sideration. It is earnestly hoped that 
such action will be taken at that Con- 
vention as will obviate any further con- 


troversy between the two branches of, 


the trade. 


PAPER MAKERS—SULPHITE WORK- 


ERS. 

We are gratified to be able to report 
to you that a mutually satisfactory 
agreement having been entered into be- 
tween the organization of the Paper 
Makers and the organization of the Pulp 
and Sulphite Workers, the objection of 
the former to charter being issued to 
the latter has been withdrawn. There- 
fore, we authorized the issuance of a 
charter to the International Brotherhood 
of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Work- 
ers of the United States and Canada, 
and this organization is now in full 
afliation to the American Federation 
of Labor. 


BOILERMAKERS — UNITED BOIL- 
ERMAKERS, 


President Gompers called and took 
part in several conferences during the 
year between the representatives of the 
International Brotherhood of Boilermak- 
ers and United Boilermakers for the 
purpose of endeavoring to secure 
some mutually satisfactory basis of 
agreement whereby the two organiza- 
tions could be merged into one. Through 
correspondence and through co-opera- 
tion of some of the special organizers 
of our Federation, these efforts were 
continued. We are now exceedingly 
gratified to report that an agreement 
has been entered into, signed by the 
officers of both organizations, whereby 
-amalgamation has been effected. 


HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING 
LABORERS — COMPRESSED AIR 


AND FOUNDATION WORK- 
ERS. 


We are gratified to be able to report 
that a signed agreement has been en- 
tered into between the representatives 
of these two organizations, as regards 
the disputed points of jurisdiction exist- 
ing between them. The agreement is as 
follows: 


—Agreement.— 


Victoria Hotel, N. Y. C., 
June 16, 1909. 


Agreement entered into by and be- 
tween the International Compressed Air 
and Foundation Workers of the United 
States and Canada, parties of the first 
part, and the International Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers’ Union of Am- 
erioa, parties of the second part, to wit: 

First—That the Compressed Air and 
Foundation Workers, parties of the first 
part, shall not perform any work on a 
building, tunnel or shaft foundations 
unless compressed air is used; and it is 
further agreed that any member of the 
International Hod Carriers’ and Bulld- 
ing Laborers’ Union desiring to work 
under the jurisdiction of the Interna- 
tional Compressed Air and Foundation 
Workers’ Union of the United States 
and Canada will pass a physical exami- 
nation and be admitted to membership. 

Second—That the International Hod 
Carriers’ and Builders’ Laborers’ Union 
of America will not perform any work 
on foundations of buildings, tunnel, 
shaft or coffer dam where compressed 
air is used; and be it further agreed 
that any member of the International 
Compressed Air and Foundation Work- 
ers’ Union of the United States and Can- 
ada desiring to become a member of 
the International Hod Carriers’ and 
Building Laborers’ Union of America 
must qualify before the Examining 
Board. 

For International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers of America. 
(Signed) D D’ALESSANDRO, Pres. 

Committee of International Compressed 
Air and Foundation Workers of Unit- 
ed States and Canada: 

(Signed) WM. TUCK, Int’l Pres.; 

JAMES KILLORAN, 
MAURICE HOWARD. 


Approved by the American Federation 
ef Labor. 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, Pres. 





58 


Ratified by Executive Council, June 
16, 1909. 


BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT 
AGREEMENT. 


The Denver Convention directed that 
the jurisdictional controversies between 
the Plumbers and Steam Fitters, the 
Plasterers and Tile Layers, the Plas- 
terers and Cement Workers, the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers, and the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
should be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L. 
for adjustment. 

We, therefore, desire to report that 
agreements have been entered into be- 
tween the several organizations, as 
follows: 


PLUMBERS—STEAM FITTERS. 
BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT, 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
LABOR. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 25, 1909. 
UNITED ASSOCIATION JOURNEY- 
MEN PLUMBERS, GAS FITTERS. 
STEAM FITTERS AND STEAM FIT- 
TERS’ HELPERS, 


vs. 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
STEAM AND HOT WATER FITTERS 
AND HELPERS OF AMERICA. 


—Working Agreement.— 

Jst—Each of the above-named or- 
ganizations shall refrain from organiz- 
ing Steam Fitters and Helpers in cities 
and localities where the other organiza- 
tion has already covered the territory 
in accordance with its own laws pre- 
vailing prior to November Ist, 1908. 

2nd.—Each organization will submit 
a list of their bona-fide locals, covering 
localities that have been controlled from 
the time that this decision is intended 
to be operative. Such list of locals must 
be certified to the Executive Council of 
the Building Trades Department. 

3rd.—In cities where the work is 
jointly controlled by locals of the I. A. 
Steam Fitters and the U. A. Steam 
Fitters, the two local organizations shall 
each be required to appoint a commit- 
tee of three men, who shall draft work- 
ing rules regulating wages and hours in 
that particular locality, and establish a 
minimum initiation fee, by which a 
member may be admitted to either or- 
ganization, and such agreement, when 
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made, shall be respected and enforced 
by the internationals herein named. 
4th.—Each organization shall use its 
best endeavors and all possible means 
to thoroughly organize the Steam Fit- 
ters and Steam Fitters’ Helpers in io- 
calities unorganized. Such unorganized 
localities shall be deemed a legitimate 
field for organizing work of the organi- 
zation whose representatives shall first 
commence the work of organizing. 

In the event of failure upon the part 
of the first claimant to organize the 
locality in question, it shall be consid- 
ered open fleld for operation. 

5th.—The International Unions herein 
named shall each appoint a committee 
of three, who shall meet at the call of 
the President of the Building Trades 
Department, and thereafter at stated 
periods, to settle such grievances as 
may arise, and devise ways and means 
for the general good will of all, as 
provided for in Section 6, to the end that 
a solidification, federation, or permanent 
understanding may be brought about in 
the pipe-fitting industry. _ 

6th.—If at any time the Joint Com- 
mittee provided for in Section 5 fail to 
agree on the selection of an umpire, the 
President of this Department shall ap- 
point a member, whose duty it shall be 
to decide the question at issue. Such 
decision, when rendered, shall be final 
and binding, and shall remain in full 
force and effect until mutually amended 
by and with the consent of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

7th.—Each general organization shall, 
under no circumstances, allow the form- 
ing of locals or admittance of men into 
locals when there is a lockout or strike 
between the employers and either or- 
ganization. 

8th.—Any member of either organiza- 
tion entering the territory of the other, 
either on his own account, or by reason 
of having been sent by his employer, 
shall join the local union in whose ter- 
ritory he desires to work, and conform 
to the laws of the organization control- 
ling the territory; but in no case shall 
other than the prevailing conditions be 
imposed upon the member entering tke 
locality. 

9th.—It is understood that in the 
event that either of the two parties 
fail to comply with the provisions 
of this decision by fallure to par- 
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ticipate in any conference called by 
the President of this Department for 
the purpose of adjusting any exist- 
ing differences, the subject matter 
in contention shall be referred to the 
Executive Council of the Building 
Trades Department, and the decision 
reached by the Executive Council shall 
be final and binding upon all local 
councils affiliated with the Building 
Trades Department. 

10th.—This decision ‘must be main- 
tained inviolate by the respective inter- 
nationals and local councils; nor shall 
affillated local councils permit violations 
of the terms of this decision by locals 
of either international declaring a 
strike to abridge any condition ı.erein 
named. 


This decision shall be considered in 
full force and effect on and after Febru- 
ary 15, 1909. 


To insure and guarantee permanent 
peace among the Building Trades, the 
Executive Council of the Building 
Trades Department herewith recom- 
mend that each organization to this dis- 
pute shall take a referendum vote of 
their membership on the advisability 
of eliminating all divisional lines of 
trade demarcation, so that each member 
may follow the avocation that his know- 
ledge and ability best equip him for, 
and so determine whether one interna- 
tional trade union or organization may 
be established in the pipe-fitting in- 
dustry. 


This referendum in question shall be 
taken in duplicate, copies of which shall 
be furnished to the Building Trades 
Department, and shall be made return- 
able on or before the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1910. 

The above is a true copy of the ac- 
tion of the Executive Council of the 
Building Trades Department of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor in the dis- 
pute of: 

The United Association Journeymen 
Plumbers, Gas Ftters, Steam Fitters 
and Steam Fitters’ Helpers 

vs. 

The International Association Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers 
of America. 

Given at Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 13, 1909. 

(Signed) WM. J. SPENCER, 
Secretary-Treasurer Building Trades 

Department, A. F. of L. 


PLASTERERS—CEMENT WORKERS. 


Washington, D.C., Jan. 16, 1909. 
—Supplement.— 


Agreement entered into between the 
representatives of the Operative Plas- 
terers’ International Association and 
the American Brotherhod of Cement 
Workers at the Headquarters of the 
Building Trades Department on Janu- 
ary 16, 1909. 

The Operative Plasterers’ Internation- 
al Association claims for its members 
all exterior and interior plastering, 
whether of stucco, cement or any pat- 
ent material, when done in and by the 
usual methods of plastering. 

We contend ..e covering of all walls, 
ceilings, soffitts, piers, columns, or any 
other part of a construction of any 
sort, when any part of said construc- 
tion is covered with any plastic ma- 
terial in the usual methods of plaster- 
ing, is the work of the plasterers. 

The above claim is recognized by the 
representatives of Cement Workers as 
not to apply to the construction of any 
concrete work in building erection, or 
the ferming or casting of asphalt or 
cement blocks, nor does the term 
“Compo” employed in the above claim 
refer in any manner to concrete con- 
struction. 

Signed on behalf of American Broth- 
erhood Cement Workers, 

ALFRED TRACY, 
T. E. KEOUGH, 

Signed on behalf of Operative Plas- 

terers’ International Association, 


JOHN DONLIN, 
PETER G. COOK. 


Signed on behalf of Building Trades 
Department, A. F. of L,, 
WM. J. SPENCER, Sec. 
Attest: 
JAMES KIRBY, President. 


PLASTERERS—TILE LAYERS. 
Washington, D.C., Jan. 12, 1909. 
This agreement made and entered into 
by the Operative Plasterers’ Interna- 
tional Association and the Ceramic, Mo- 
saic and Encaustic Tile Layers’ and 
Helpers’ International Union, for the 
purpose of defining the demarcation 
lines of jurisdiction covering the prepa- 
ration of walls and ceilings for reception 
of tiles. 
ist.—It is agreed that on all walls 
upon which a foundation or base coat 
is put on by the Plasterers, ample room 
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conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor, and in the same city where 
the conventions of the Federation are 
held. 

7. The officers of each department 
shall report to the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
what action, if any, has been taken by 
the Department, either through its 
Executive Board or through conventions 
upon any and all matters that have 
been referrend to the Department of the 
Federation. 

8. The officers of the various depart- 
ments shall submit a quarterly report 
to the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor of the work 
done by their department, and its gen- 
eral conditions. 

9. At all regular meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, there shall be present 
during some period of the council meet- 
ing either the President or Secretary, 
or both, of each department, to take up 
with the Council matters that may be 
of mutual interest. 

10. A page of each Issue of the “ - 
erican Federationist’” to be available to, 
and to be used by, each depart- 
ment for official report or for publica- 
tion of some subject identified with the 
Department. 

11. National and international unions 
affillated with the A. F. of L. shall also 
become affillated with any department in 
which they may be eligible. 

We recommend that the foregoing 
General Rules for departments be incor- 
porated in and made a part of the Con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


BUCK’S STOVE AND RANGE COM- 


PANY INJUNCTION SUIT— CON- 
TEMPT PROCEEDINGS. 


On March 11th, 1909, the Court of 
Appeals of the District of Columbia ren- 
dered a decision upon the appeal of the 
American Federation of Labor et al. 
from the injunction which Justice 
Gould of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia issued Dec. 18, 
1907, upon the petition of the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company, of St. Louis. 

The decision modified the original in- 
junction. It eliminated the prohibition 
of free press and free speech as to 
printing or discussing “anything” in 


— 


relation to the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company, or discussion of the injunction 
itself, but it still restrains freedom of 
the press, in that it forbids by injunc- 
tion the publication of the “Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company” on the “We 
Don’t Patronize” list. This decision of 
the Court of Appeals, and the accom- 
panying opinions form a most important 
addition to the history of judicial action 
in relation to labor. 


The original injunction not only pro- 
hibited the publication of the Buck's 
Stove and Range Company in the “We 
Don’t Patronize List” of the Americaa 
F'edcration of Labor, but also enjoined 
the right of free press and free speech, 
forbidding any reference whatever to the 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company, either 
oral or printed, and prohibiting the pub- 
lication and mailing of the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST or any other printed 
or written matter containing any refer- 
ence to the Buck’s Stove and Range 
controversy. The discussion of the in- 
junction itself and the principle upon 
which it was based, were prohibited by 
the very terms of the order. 


It will be remembered that the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor immediately 
complied with the original injunction 
issued December 18, 1907, which became 
operative December 23, 1907, to the ex- 
tent of removing the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Company from the “We Don’t 
Patronize List.” Editorially and by 
speech and circulars and in convention 
the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor, however, continued to protest 
against the deprivation by Injunction of 
the constitutional liberties of free press 
and free speech. 


President Gompers, Vice-President 
Mitchell and Secretary Morrison, upon 
the petition of the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Company, were subsequently re- 
quired to show cause why they should 
not be punished for alleged contempt of 
the court, because they had exercised 
these rights, and on December 23, 1908, 
were sentenced by Justice Wright to 
imprisonment for twelve, nine and six 
months respectively. The appeal by 
the American Federation of Labor 
against the original injunction was then 
pending. It is upon this appeal that 
the decision of March 11th, 1909, was 
rendered. An appeal from Justice 
Wright's opinion and sentence in the 
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eontempt case was taken to the same 
Court of Appeals. 

In the April, 1909, issue of the AM- 
ERICAN FEDERATIONIST there were 
published the full text of the decision 
and the widely differing opinions of the 
three judges. 

The Court of Appeals on Tuesday, 
November 2nd, 1909, handed down its 
decision, the majority and minority 
opinions. Much to our disappointment 
and contrary to our expectation, the ma- 
jority opinion affirmed the decision and 
sentence of Justice Wright. President 
Gompers having fully covered the sub- 
ject matter in his report, we do not 
deem it necessary to enter upon it in 
further detail. 

We recommend that an appeal be 
taken from the decision rendered in both 
the original injunction, as well as the 
contempt cases growing out of it. We 
cannot permit these decisions to go un- 
challenged. They affect fundamental 
rights, and either the courts or Congress 
must safeguard them. 

We again enter our protest against 
the application of the writ of injunction 
in labor disputes (unless where an in- 
junction would lie if there were no 
labor dispute). We hold that the or- 
dinary use of the injunction writ in 
contentions between workers and em- 
ployers is an unwarranted interference 
with the rights and liberties of the 
workers and is intended and its influ- 
ence used to intimidate workers, espe- 
cially when they are engaged in a strug- 
gle for improved working condition. It 
is a fact, however, that such injunctions 
are issued. 

It should be borne in mind that in 
these proceedings, Messrs. Gompers, 
Mitchell and Morrison did not have the 
constitutional and traditional right of 
trial by jury. All the circumstances in 
this case go to prove that conviction 
would not have followed if the case had 
been submitted on its merits to a jury 
of their peers. We hold that, excepting 
where contempt is in the presence of 
the court, the liberty of no citizen 
should be committed to the keeping of 
any one man, regardless of who he may 
be or what position he may hold; on 
the contrary, we hold that a citizen 
charged with violating an injunction. 
the penalty of which involves imprison- 
ment, should have the same legal right 
to a trial by jury that is always ac- 


corded to a person charged with viola- 
tion of the criminal law. To deny the 
right of trial by jury is to take from 
the people the protection and priceless 
heritages which were secured by them 
after centuries of perseverance, strug- 
gle, sacrifice, exile and even martyrdom. 
Whatever differences of opinion may ex- 
ist among men as to any controversy 
between labor and capital, no good citi- 
zen of our country who treasures free- 
dom can rest secure until trial by jury 
becomes so well recognized and so 
firmly established in our legal juris- 
prudence that no man will ever again 
attempt to deny this essential and his- 
toric right. No class has suffered s0 
much from the tyranny of autocratic 
power as the working people; none 
struggled more heroically than they to 
secure the blessing of true liberty, free 
government, free speech, free press and 
trial by jury, and it now devolves upon 
the wage earners to protect, defend and 
maintain inviolate this priceless prin- 
ciple of equity and justice. 

For convenience we give a bibliog- 


raphy of the principles involved in our 
contention: 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BUCK’S STOVE 
AND RANGE CO. INJUNCTION. 


Comprising Editorials and Extracts 
from American Federationist and Refer- 
ences to Convention Proceedings of the 
American Federation of Labor 1907, 
1908, 1909. 


Oct., 1907—Editorial—American Fed- 
erationist—-‘Van Cleave seeks injunction 
against A. F. of L.” 


Nov., 1907—Convention Proceedings— 
Report of President Gompers, p 35-38. 

Nov., 1907—Convention Proceedings— 
Report of Executive Council, p. 90-91. 


Nov., 1907—Convention Proceedings— 
Report of Committee on Injunction suit 
(Buck’s Stove and Range Co.), p. 6, 212- 
215. 


Feb., 1908—Editorial—American Fed- 
erationist—"Free speech and free press ' 
invaded by injunction against A. F. of 
I:—Review and Protest.” 


Feb., 1908—Order granting the injunc- 
tion (Buck’s Stove and Range Co.) 

Aug., 1908—-Editorial—American Fed- 
erationist—"Essence of Labor’s Conten- 
tions on Injunctions.” 


Aug., 1908—Editorial—American Fede 
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erationist—“Van Cleave hales us to 
court for contempt.” . 
Sept., 1908—Petition of Buck’s Stove 
and Range Co. (Contempt Proceedings.) 
Oct., 1908—Editorial—American Fed- 
erationist—‘Injunction Oontemp€ Pro- 
ceedings.”’ 
* Nov., 1908—Convention Proceedings— 
Report of President Gompers, p. 14-16. 


Nov., 1908—Convention Proceedings— 
Report of Executive Council, p. 80. 


Nov., 1908—Convention Proceedings— 
Resolution No. 72 in re Buck’s Stove 
Co. Injunction Suit, p. 158. 


Nov., 1908—Convention Proceedings— 
Reports of Committee on Buck’s Stove 
Co. Injunction Suit, pp. 217 and 233. 


Jan., 1909—Judge Parker’s Argument 
on Contempt Proceedings. (American 
Federationist.) 


Feb., 1909—-Justice Wright’s Decision 
and Sentences. (American Federa- 
tionist.) 


Feb., 1909—Editorial—American Fed- 
erationist—“Justice Wright’s Denial of 
Free Speech and Free Press.” 


March, 1909 — Editorial — American 
Federationist—“As Others View Justice 
Wright's Decision.”- 


April, 1909—Court of Appeals’ 
cision. (American Federationist.) 


April, 1909—Editorlal—American Fed- 
erationist—‘‘Buck’s Stove and Range Co. 
Injunction Modified.” 


May, 1909—American Federationist— 
“Judge Parker’s Argument on the Appeal 
From Justice Wright’s Decision.’ 


LEGAL DEFENSE BEFORE THE 
COURTS. 


The American Federation of Labor 
authorized and levied an assessment, as 
well as an appeal, for voluntary contri- 
butions, so that we might be provided 
with sufficient funds to warrant a 
thorough defense of the officers of our 
Federation through the established legal 
tribunals. 


De- 


The receipts from all sources, that is, 
assessment and voluntary contribution, 
netted the sum of $52,713.60. Up to the 
present we have expended for attorneys 
fees, retainers expenses, stenographic 
court reports, printing appeals, etc. 
$14,689.23. Much of the expenditure is 
yet to be made, but for the present 


additional Msssncial assistance for legal 
defense f# unnecessary. 


LEGISLATION. 


The Denver Convention had under con- 
sideration various subjects of legislation 
in the interests of labor, all of which, in 
due course of time, being placed in the 
hands of the Legislative Committee of 
the A. F. of L., with instructions to 
use their best endeavors to secure the 
enactment of the several measures. The 
report of the Legislative Committee upon 
these several subjects is published in 
full in the American Federationist of 
this year. For a fuller understanding 
of the effort to secure laws at the hands 
of Congress in the interest of the work- 
ers, it is suggested that the reports of 
the President and Executive Council to 
former conventions, and the reports of 
the .‚egislative Committee, as published 
in the american Federationist in recent 
years, be considered In connection here- 
with. President Gompers has already 
reported to you in detail upon these 
several measures, and, therefore, it is 
unnecessary for us to make further 
reference to them in this report. 


LIBEL SUIT. 


Volunteer Organizer Aybar, Porto Rico. 

We reported to you at Denver the case 
of the libel suit against Organizer 
Aybar, editor of a labor paper in Porto 
Rico, and that it has been appealed to 
the United States Supreme Court. Upon 
investigation we found that this case 
was entered on the Supreme Court 
Docket, September 21, 1908, and that the 
number of other cases docketed ahead of 
the case of Organizer Aybar showed 
that in all probability it would not be 
reached this year. 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE. 


You directed the Executive Council at 
Denver to continue the investigation of 
this subject, compiling and tabulating 
such data as can be secured for the 
information of the Convention and the 
trades enumerated in general. In con- 
nection therewith, we would say that a 
meeting of the governors of the several 
states has been called for the purpose of, 
among other things, devising ways and 
means to establish uniform laws to pro- 
tect life in the various states. This 
conference will be held in the City of 
Washington, January 6, 6, 7, 1910. We 


recommend that you should authorise 
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the Executive Council to appoint repre- 
sentatives of the A. F. of L. to attend 
this conference. 


SOME SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 


The Denver Convention having under 
consideration that portion of President 
Gompers’ report, dealing with the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the 
Unite” States in many labor cases, and 
particularly in the Hatters’ case, direct- 
ed that there should be compiled and 
published as widely as possible, the de- 
cisions of special interest to and affect- 
ing labor which have been rendered by 
the Supreme Court within the last 
fifteen years. We directed President 
Gompers to proceed with this compila- 
tion. For your convenience and the con- 
venience of the committee to which this 
matter will be referred, President Gom- 
pers’ report to us of his investigations 
into and compilation of this matter is 
hereby quoted in full. It is as follows: 


‘washington, D.C., April 12, 1909. 
To the Executive Council, American 
° Federation of Labor. , 


Dear Sirs and Brothers,—In compli- 
ance therewith (the Denver Convention 
action) I herewith report 101 cases, dat- 
ing from Jan. 16th, 1893, when the first 
decision coming within the period men- 
tioned was recorded. It is an Em- 
ployers’ Liability case (Kohn vs. Mc- 
Nulta), and may be found in United 
States Report No. 147, page 263. The 
last case is also a decision upon Em- 
ployers’ Liability; it Is the Standard Oil 
Company vs. Edward Anderson, and this 
will be recorded in United States Report 
212, page 215, when printed. 


For your convenience, and as a method 
which I think will enable you to see at 
a glance the range of subjects which 
appear to me to be strictly labor de- 
cisions, appended hereto are the titles in 
alphabetical order and the number of 
cases which are noted under the same. 
Following it I specify the cases in de- 
tail, under each title giving the cita- 
tions from the United States reports, the 
first number of which represents the 
number of the volume and the second 
the page at which the decision is to be 
found. 

As you are aware, we have a few of 
those decisions already inprint ina pub- 
lic document, and I have three others, 


namely, the Anderson Liability, the 
Moyer False Imprisonment, and the 
Oregon Woman’s Laundry Case in 
pamphlet form for copying, if directed. 
Herein are cited a number of cases, and 
it would be necessary to make some 
direction as to which in your judgment 
it is advantageous to compile verbatim. 
Arrangements with some law office or 
law library will be necessary to be made 
for the use of United States reports 
from which authentic copies may be 
made. With the assistance of our 
Legislative Committee every effort has 
been exerted to collect all of the cita- 
tions of cases which have been deemed 
of interest and applying to labor. How- 
ever, it may be possible that, with our 
limited knowledge of the law, additional 
cases may have been omitted. 


TITLES OF CASES 


No. of Cases 

1. Alien Contract Labor Law... 3 
2. Anti-Trust Law as construed 

to include labor organiza- 

tions ....... onen. ........ 2 
8. Chinese Exclusion .......... 18 
4. Emigration Agents ......... 1 
5. Employes Ownership of In- 


ventions ...........- ........ | 
6. Employes Action for Wrong- 

ful Discharge, and Protec- 

tion of Employes as Members 

of Labor Unions ..... . 


sernee. 47 


7. Employers’ Liability 
8. Licensing and Examination 
of Pilots ........ ...... ... 1 
9. Palse Imprisonment and 
Damages Claimed Therefor... 1 
10. Garnishment of Wages...... 1 
11. Habeas Corpus ....... ...... 8 
12. Hack Drivers Right to So- 
licit Custom ............6. .. 1 


13. Hours of Labor—on Eigh 
Hours—on Ten Hours—For 
Women Employed in Laun- 
dries ..... 5 

14. Injunctions oe. 8 

15. Intimidation—Conspiracy ... 2 

16. Mechanics Lien ........ee+- 1 

17. Mine Regulations ... 2 

18. Payment of Wages in Scrip.. 2 

1 


19. Peonage ..... cece weer eecnccs 
20. Safety Appliances on Rail 
roads ..... ................. | 
21. Seamen .......--. Lennon. 8 
22. Sunday Labor .........+cee- 1 
23. Wages, A Preferred Lien In 


Bankruptcy Cases ......... 1 
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COMPILATION CITED IN DETAIL. 


Alien Contract Labor Law— 
Lees vs. United States.... 
Pearson vs. Williams..... 
United States vs. Laws... 

Anti-Trust Law as Construed 

to Include Labor Organ- 
izations— 
(a) Loewe vs. Lawlor.... 
National Cotton Oil Co. vs. 
Texas .....22008 sono. 

Chinese Exclusion— 

Chin Bak Kan vs. United 

States ....cccccccccccce 
Chin Yow vs. United States 
Fok Yunk Yo vs. United 


States ......ccecvrcecee 
Fong Yue Ting vs. United 
States ..... ccc ecccccen 


Lee Lung vs. Patterson... 
Lem Moon Sing vs. United 
States ......ccecveoee . 
Li Sing vs. United States.. 
Liu Hop Fong vs. United 
States ........ cece cees 
United States vs. Ju Toy.. 
United States vs. Mrs. Gue 
United States vs. Sing 
Tuck 2... cc cece ccccas 
Williams vs. United States 
Wong Wing vs. United 
States ....ccccveccccses 
Emigrant Agents— 
Williams vs. Fears ...... 
Employes Ownership of In- 
ventions— 
Dalzell vs. Manufacturing 
Company .........ce00. 
Employes Action for Wrong- 
ful Discharge and Pro- 
tection of Employes as 


Vol. 
150 


202 
163 


208 
197 
186 
208 
185 


149 
186 


158 
180 


209 
198 


176 


194 
168 


163 


179 


149 


Members of Labor Unlons— 


Pierce vs. Tenn. Coal, Iron 

and R. R. Co. .......... 

Adair vs. United States... 
Employers’ Liability— 

(a) Howard vs. Illinois 
Central Railroad; (b) 
Brooks Vs. Southern 
Pacific Railroad ........ 


173 
208 


207 


Page. 


476 
281 
268 


315 


463 


These cases were decided January 6th, 
1908, and were the first and only test of 
the Federal Statute relating to liability 
of common carriers in interstate com- 
merce. The Act under which these cases 
were decided was approved by the Presi- 


dent June 11th, 1906. 


The following cases cited under this 


head are appeals on this subject carried 
to the United States Supreme Court for 
various causes, among which are the 
well-known “Assumption of Risk, Con- 
tributory Negligence, and Fellow Ser- 
vant Responsibility” species of argu- 


ments: 
Vol. 


State Cases Appealed to Su- 
preme Court— 
Ala. Southern Railroad Co. 
vs. Thompson ......... 200 
Alaska Mining Company 


vs. Whelan ........... 168 
Balto. and Ohio Railroad 
Co. vs. Baugh ........ .. 149 


Balto. and Phila. Railroad 

Company vs. Mackey... 157 
Central Railroad Company 

vs. Keegan .......0... 160 
Chicago, Keokuk and West- 

ern R. R. vs. Pontius... 157 
Choctaw and Okla. R. R. 

vs. Holloway .......... 191 
Choctaw and Okla R. R. 

vs. McDade .........--- 191 
Cincinnati! and Texas Paci- 

fic R. R. Co. vs. Bohon.. 200 
Fletcher vs. Baltimore and 

Philadelphia R. R. ..... 168 
Gila Valley Railroad vs. 

Lyon .......... ........ 203 
Kohn vs. McNulta ....... 147 
Looney vs. Metropolitan 


Railway Co. ....... .... 200 
McCabe Steen Co. Vs. 
Wilson .......... son... 209 


Martin vs. Railway Co.... 166 
Mathers vs. Rilston ...... 156 
Minnesota Iron Company 


vs. Kline ..... ....... 199 
New England Railroad vs. 
Conroy ..cscccececcees 175 


Northern Pacific Railway 

Co. vs. Babcock ....... 154 
Northern Pacific Railway 

Co. vs. Charless ....... 162 
Northern Pacific Rallway 

Co. vs. Dickson ........ 194 
Northern Pacific Railway 


Co. vs. Egeland ........ 168 
Northern Pacific Railway 
Co. vs. Everett ......... 162 


Northern Pacific Railway 
Co. vs. Hambly ........ 164 
Northern Pacific Railway 


Co. vs. Petersen ....... 162 
Northern Pacific Rallway 

Co. vs. Poirier ......... 167 
Oakes vs. Mase ...... .u.. 165 





Page. 


206 
86 
368 
73 
259 
209 
334 
64 
221° 
135 


465 
238 


480 
275 
399 
391 
593 
323 
190 
359 
338 

93 
107 
349 
346 


48 
363 
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Patton vs. Railway Co..... 
Pierce vs. Tenn. Coal, Iron 
and R. R. Company 
Santa Fe Pacific Railroad 
vs. Holmes .......-«--- 
Schlemmer vs. Buffalo, 
Rochester and Pittsburg 
R.R. wc ccc ece eee 
Southern Pacific Railway 
vs. Pool 
Southern Pacific Railway 
vs. Seley ......... 
St. Louis Iron Mountain 
and Southern vs. Taylor 
(a) Standard Oil Co. vs. 
Anderson (advanced 
sheets) 
Texas and Pacific Railway 
vs. Archibald 
Texas and Pacific Railway 
vs. Barrett 
Texgs and Pacific Railway 
vs. Carlin .....-.-6- .... 
Texas and Pacific Railway 
vs. Dashiell 
Texas and Pacific Railway 
vs. Swearinger 
Tullis vs. Railway Co....- 
Union Pacific Railway Co. 
vs. Daniels 
Union Pacific 
vs. Harris .....+-- 
Union Pacific Railway Co. 
vs. James ...«c... 01... 

Union Pacific Railway Co. 
vs. O’Brien ....---- cease 

Wilmington Mining Com- 
pany vs. Fulton 

Examination and Licensing 
of Pilots— 

Oelson vs. Smith ....---- 

False Imprisonment 
Damages Claimed There- 
for— 

(a) Moyer vs. Peabody, 
Bell & Wells (advanced 
sheets) 

Garnishment of Wages— 

Wabash Railway Company 

vs. Tourville ....--- . 
Habeas Corpus (kidnapping 
cases)— 

Haywood vs. Nichols ..-- 

Moyer vs. Nichols ...----> 

Pettibone vs. Nichols ...- 

Hack Drivers’ Right to 
Solicit Custom— 

Donovan VS. Pennsylvania 

Company 
Hours of Labor — Eight 
Hours—Ten Hours—and 


eoeaoe 


Rallway Co. 


.o... 


esvvevesesereve ee 


179 
178 


202 


205 
160 
152 


210 


212 
170 
166 
189 
198 


196 
176 


. 152 


158 
. 163 
161 


205 


195 


212 


. 179 


203 
203 
203 


199 


60 


332 


279 


Hours For Women 
Workers— 
(a) Atkin vs. Kansas .... 
(a) Bay State Dredging 
Co. vs. United States ... 
(a) Ellis vs. United States 
Holden vs. Hardy (Utah 
Constitution Test Case.. 
(a) Lochner vs. New York 
Bakers’ Ten Hour Case) 
(a) Muller vs. Oregon 
(Laundry Case) .......+. 
Injunctions— 
Bessette vs. W. B. Conky 
Company .... 
In re Debs ........co.0.. 
In re Lennon 


Intimidation—Conspiracy— 
Clune vs. United States.. 
Pettibone vs. United States 

Mechanics Liens— 

Great Southern Hotel Com- 
pany vs. Jones 

Mine Regulations— 
Deserant vs. Cerrilos Coal 

and Railway Company.. 
St. Lquis Consolidated Coal 
Co. vs. Illinois ........ 
Payment of Wages in Scrip— 
Dayton Coal and Iron Co. 
vs. Bartin ...... ....... 
Knoxville Iron Co. vs. 
Harbison .....-.ccecees 

Peonage— 

Clyatt vs. United States.. 


191 


206 
169 
198 
208 
194 
158 
150 
166 
159 
149 
198 


178 


185 


183 
183 


197 


Safety Appliances on Railroads— 


Johnson vs. Southern Paci- 
fic Railroad 
Schlemmer vs. Railway Co. 
Southern Railroad vs. Car- 
son 
St. Louis Iron Mountain & 


Southern R.R. vs. Taylor 
Seamen— 

The Osceola (a lability 

CASE) wc ccc cece crc cccnee 


Patterson vs. Bark Eudora 

(a) Robertson vs. Baldwin 

(the Arrago Case) ..... 
Sunday Labor— 

Pettit vs. Minnesota ..... 
Wages, A Preferred Lien in 
Bankruptcy Cases— 

Shropshire, Woodliff & Co. 
vs. Bush 
Note—(a). 
in print in our office. 


196 
205 


194 
210 
189 
190 
165 


177 


204. 


OLD AGE PENSIONS. 
The last annual convention directed 


532 


409 


208 


186 


Citations so denoted are 
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that we should have drafted a bill pro- 
viding for Old Age Pensions, such bill 
to be introduced either in the legisla- 
tures of the several States or in Con- 
gress, our action in this particular to be 
based upon the result of our investiga- 
tion as to whether such legislation would 
be more readily secured through the 
individual action of the several States, 
by federal legislation, or by both 
methods. 

We have given this matter our very 
careful consideration at our several 
meetings during the year. We finally 
requested Congressman W. B. Wilson, 
who is a delegate to this Convention 
from the United Mine Workers of 
America, to prepare a brief and bill upon 
this subject. They are as follows: 


THE BILL. 


An Act to Organize An Army Corps, 
Prescribe Qualifications for Enlistment 
Therein, Define The Duties and Fix The 
Compensation and Term of Enlistment 
of Privates, and for other purposes. 

Be It Enacted, Etc. That immediately 
after the passage of this act, an Army 
Corps shall be organized in the Depart- 
ment of War, under the direction of 
the President, to be known as the Old 
Age Home Guard of the United States 
Army. 

Sec. 2. The Old Age Home Guard of 
the United States Army shall be com- 
posed of persons not less than sixty-five 
years of age. 

Sec. 3. Any person who is sixty-five 
years of age, or upwards, and who has 
been a resident of the United States 
twenty-five consecutive years, and a 
citizen of the United States fifteen con- 
secutive years next preceding the date 
of application, and who is not possessed 
of property amounting to more than 
fifteen hundred dollars in value, free of 
all incumbrances, or an income of more 
than two hundred and forty dollars per 
annum, and who has not sequestered, or 
otherwise disposed of property or in- 
come for the purpose of qualifying for 
enlistment as hereinafter provided, may 
make application, in writing, to the Sec- 
retary of War, for enlistment in the Old 
Age Home Guard of the United States 
Army, and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War to enlist and enroll 
such applicant, for the term of his or 
her life, as a private in the Old Age 
Home Guard of the United States Army, 
without regard to the physical condi- 


tion of the applicant, provided that per- 
sons related as husband and wife shall 
not both be eligible for enlistment, en- 
rollment and service therein at the same 
time, and in case of dispute as to 
whether husband or wife shall be en- 
listed and enrolled, as herein provided, 
the question shall be decided by the Sec- 
retary of War, by and with the approval 
of the President. 

Sec. 4. The pay of a private In the Old 
Age Home Guard of the United States 
Army shall be one hundred and twenty 
dollars per annum, to be paid in quar- 
terly installments, as pensions are now 
by law paid, provided, that ten dollars 
per annum shall be deducted from the 
pay of each private, and retained in 
the treasury of the United States, for 
every one hundred dollars’ worth of pro- 
perty in excess of three hundred dollars, 
and for every ten dollars per annum in- 
come in excess of one hundred and 
twenty dollars, possessed by such pri- 
vate. 

Sec. 5. Arms and ammunition shall be 
furnished to privates in the Old Age 
Home Guard of the United States Army 
at the discretion of the Secretary of 
War, but no sustenance shall be fur- 
nished to them except the pay herein 
provided. 


Sec. 6. No private, or applicant for 
enlistment as private, shall be required 
to leave his or her home for the pur- 
pose of enlistment, enrollment or service 
in the Old Age Home Guard of the 
United States Army, nor shall they be 
required to assemble, drill or perform 
any of the other manoeuvres, nor be sub- 
ject to any of the regulations of the 
United States Army, except as herein 
provided. 


Sec. 7. Privates in the Old Age Home 
Guard of the United Army shall be 
required to report annually, in writing. 
to the Secretary of War, on blanks fur- 
nished by him for the purpose, the con- 
ditions of military and patriotic senti- 
ment in the community where such 
private lives, but no private shall be 
discharged, disciplined, or otherwise 
punished for failure to make such report. 

Sec. 8. The number of persons enlisted 
in the Old Age Home Guard of the 
United States Army shall be in addition 
to the number of officers and privates 
now required by law in the United States 
Army. 

Sec. 9. All acts and parts of acts In- 
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consistent with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 


THE BRIEF. 


Blossburg, Pa., June 11, 1909. 
To the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


Gentlemen,—I am submitting to you 
herewith, for your consideration and 
criticism, a Bill which I have prepared 
for presentation to Congress, on the sub- 
ject of old age pensions. In doing so, I 
desire to offer a few observations on 
the general principles involved in old 
age pensions, and particularly on the 
provisions of this bill. 

Every form of government has its 
limitations. That is particularly true of 
Democracies having written constitu- 
tions. But, when, in addition to the 
general limitations provided by the 
founders or builders of constitutional 
governments, for the protection of citi- 
zens in their natural, individual and 
collective rights, you have a form of 
government which has derived all its 
powers from written concessions made 
by a number of different States, each 
claiming absolute sovereignty within its 
own boundaries, except in those things 
which it has specifically conceded in 
writing to the general government, you 
are confronted by a system of limita- 
tions which it is extremely difficult to 
overcome, when seeking legislation of a 
nature not included in the special grant 
of powers by the several states to the 
general government. 

That is the form of the Federal Gov- 
ernment of the United States. Yet its 
purpose is broadly set forth in the pre- 
amble to the constitution. It says: 
“We, the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this constitution for the United States 
of America.” 

Thus it will be observed that two out 
of the six specified purposes of the 
government are the establishment of 
justice and the promotion of the general 
welfare, both of which purposes are 
included in the desire for the establish- 
ment of an old age pension. . 

No one will for a moment contend that 
any title to property exists anywhere 


except by virtue of the laws enacted by 
government, and the only method by 
which those titles are successfully de- 
fended is through the government; that 
is, through the power of the people col- 
lectively. Every person who owns land, 
tools or other machinery, the products 
of labor or other accumulations, holds 
his title to them through the law, en- 
forced by the strong arm of the govern- 
ment. The law prescribes methods by 
which property may be secured and how 
it can be retained. It gives and defends 
the title.to all real estate, and acts as 
the arbiter in all disputes growing out 
of that title or the possession of per- 
sonal property. Every corporation is a 
law-created, law-protected body that 
could have no existence but for the law 
and no power or property but for the 
government. No contract mutually en- 
tered into can be made binding upon the 
contracting parties except by the power 
of the people collectively, expressed and 
enforced through their laws. Wealth 
cannot be accumulated and held by any 
individual or corporation in large quan- 
tities without the fostering care of the 
law and government. Destroy both, 
abolish all law and all government, and 
immediately property rights cease to 
exist. The only title would be the 
strength and cunning of the individual. 
We would return to the “Good old plan 
To let him take who has the power, 
And let him keep who can.” 


It follows then that he who has the 
greatest amount of wealth receives the 
greatest amount of protection from law 
and government. It protects him in the 
possession and enjoyment of it in life, 
and in conveying It to his heirs at death. 
The man who possesses property has a 
decided advantage in life over the man 
who possesses none. In order to produce 
or earn a livelihood, people must have 
the use of property upon which to work. 
The man who has the property can dic- 
tate the terms upon which he will permit 
another to use it. The law protects him 
in that right, consequently he has a law- 
created and law-protected advantage 
over the workman who is without pro- 
perty upon vhich to wo.k. He will not 
let on any other terms than those he 
considers profitable. During his entire 
lifetime the propertyless workman must 
continue to give a share of what he 
produces in the form of profits to his 
employer in return for the opportunity 
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cf earning a living. The compensation 
received seldom exceeds the household 
requirements “economically administer- 
ed.” When the time comes that the 
physical and mental faculties begin to 
decline, when his powers of brain and 
brawn can no longer be profitably em- 
ployed, no means have been accumu- 
lated by him with which to sustain ex- 
istence. Surely, then, society at large, 
to which he has given a lifetime of 
labor, which protects his employer and 
others in their title to property, should 
rrotect him in his right and title to a 
comfortable existence during the re- 
mainder of his days. 


The state at the present time recog- 
nizes a part of its duty to the old, the 
sick, the injured and the incompetent, as 
is shown by the establishment of poor- 
houses and hospitals. But our poor- 
houses are organized and maintained on 
the principle of a charity rather than an 
otligation which society owes to its 
superannuated workers. The application 
of the principles of charity in that case 
is unjust. Society, in carrying out its 
own ideas of economic law, has left 
them, after a lifetime of hard laher, 
completely stranded, like shipwrecked 
mariners on the arctic shores of time, 
It owes them a living and should pay 
its debts. 


We cannot contemplate the closing 
scenes in the life of a self-respecting 
workingman without feeling some of the 
anguish that tears his soul. The strug 
gle with poverty on the one hand and 
the pride that cannot bend to accept 
charity on the other. 

Then we feel the forcefulness of the 
words of Burns: 


* Look not alone on youthful prime, 
On manhood’s active might: 
Man then is useful to his kind, 
Supported in his right: 
But see him on the edge of life, 
With cares and sorrows worn. 
Then age and want, oh, ill-match’d 
pair 
Shows man was made to mourn.” 


But even those that agree that a 
pension should of right be given to 
those who are too old to continue in 
active service and who are without 
means to maintain themselves differ as 
to whether or not men who have been 
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convicted of crime should be included 
in the grant. The violation of the law 
may or may not involve moral turpitude... 
But in either event the primary object 
of imprisonment is not the welfare of 
the convict, but rather the protection of 
the community. And if society, in order 
to protect itself, deems it necessary to 
deprive one of its number of his liberty, 
thereby preventing him from providing 
for his old age, ıı is cruel to turn him 
adrift in his senility, to gther his liv- 
ing, like a stray dog, at the ash heap. 

It is difficult to devise a direct method 
by which old-age pensions can be grant- 
ed by the Federal government. But if 
part of the purpose of the government 
is to establish justice and promote the 
general welfare, then any method of 
providing old-age pensions which the 
constitution will permit should be util- 
ized. The Federal constitution expressly 
specifies that Congress shall have the 
power “to raise and support armies.” It 
has exercised that power from the be- 
ginning without question. It has on 
various occasions specified the minimum 
age limit of enlistment. It can make 
the limit either high or low. It can 
make it high for one branch of the ser- 
vice and low for another, and can enum- 
erate the duties to be performed, mak- 
ing them either hght or heavy, fixing 
the compensation in accordance with its 
own judgment. 

It is upon that principle of constitu- 
tıonal law that the bill which I have 
presented for your consideration has 
been based. There are other methods 
by which the same resuilt may be at- 
tained. The same object might be 
reached by the enactment of a Federal 
law granting a pension to all men, above 
a certain age, who have been engaged in 
ir.terstate and foreign commerce, and to 
government employees, and then secure 
direct pension laws in the differen 
States. There can be no question of 
the right of the government to grant a 
pension to its own employees if it so 
dcsires, but when it comes to dealing 
with interstate commerce another prob- 
lem is presented. If I correctly under- 
stand the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the employers’ Nability law 
case, a railway worker may be engaged, 
within a state, in switching or hauling 
a car of freight destined for another 
state, and vet, if he does not cross the 
state line in the performance of his 
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labor, he is not engaged in interstatn 
commerce. If that interpretation is cor- 
rect, it would materially reduce the 
number of persons that could come 
within the scope of the law. At this 
point another difficulty presents itself. 
The men it is proposed to pension would 
no longer bs engaged in interstate com- 
merce. They would be retired. Would 
the Supreme Court uphold the right of 
the government to pension men who 
were not actually engaged in interstats 
commerce during the time for which the 
pension was allowed, under the terms of 
the interstate commerce clause of the 
constitution? There is at least an ele- 
ment of doubt in it. The difficulty of 
securing favorable legislation in 46 
separate states is so apparent that it 
only has to be mentioned to be under- 
stood. 


The constitution might be amended by 
giving additional powers to the Federal 
government. But with the attempt to 
amend it along those lines, the whole 
question of states’ rights would be rals- 
ed, which, together with the opposition 
to the proposition itself that it will in- 
evitably receive from the selfish posses- 
sors of wealth, would make the task an 
almost hopeless one. 


One of the grave problems in connec- 
tion with the establishment of old-age 
pensions is the raising of revenue to 
meet the payments. The same principle 
that makes it a duty of the government 
to provide for its superannuated work- 
ers would require that the means to do 
so should be raised by a tax on property. 
incomes, bequests and inheritances, so 
far as it is within the power of the 
Federal government. 


From every point of view, the method 
herewith proposed seems to be the most 
feasible. It places the pensioner in the 
direct employment of the government; 
it enlists him in the army of the United 
States under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, who is the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy; it enumerates the 
duties to be performed, limits the pun- 
ishment for failure to perform them, 
and stipulates the compensation to be 
received for the service required. 


I have not as yet introduced the meas- 
ure in Congress, but will await with 
interest your favorable or unfavorable 


criticlems or &uy aincudments you may 
have to suggest. 
Fraternally yours, 
W. .B.-WILSON. 

We recommend that this bill and brief 
be referred to a Committee of this Con- 
vention, to report the conclusions to you 
as soon as possible before adjournment. - 
We cannot but commend the ability and 
sincerity of purpose shown by Congress- 
man Wilson, and we desire to express to 
him through this medium our great ap- 
preciation of his valuable contribution 
on this difficult problem. 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


In accordance with the resolution 
adopted by the Denver Convention, 
which comprehended the appointment of 
a special committee on Industrial Educa- 
tion, we beg to submit the following re- 
port: 

A special committee on Industrial 
Education was appointed to consider the 
subject matter therein contained. The 
resolution creating the special commis- 
sion reads as follows: 

“The President, in conjunction with 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, be and is hereby 
authorized to appoint a special commit- 
tee of at least fifteen, to be composed of 
a majority of trade union members of 
this Convention, who will serve without 
compensation and incur no expenses 
other than necessary and legitimate ex- 
prenditure within the judgment of the 
President and Executive Council to in- 
vestigate the methods and means of in- 
dustrial education in this country and 
abroad, and to report its findings, con- 
clusions and recommendations to the 
next annual meeting of the American 
Federation of Labor.” 

In accordance with its provisions 
there were appointed as members of the 
Committee the following: 

John Mitchell, Chairman, Headquar- 
ters, Civic Federation, 10096 Metropoli- 
tan Bldg., New York City. 

Yohn Golden, President Textile Work- 
ers, Box 742, Fall River, Mass. 

James Wilson President Pattern Mak- 
ers’ League, 403 Neave Bldg., Cincinnatı, 
Ohio. : 

Miss Agnes Nestor, Secretary Glove 
Workers’ International Union, Room 505, 
Bush Temple of Music, Chicago, Ill. 


Mrs. Raymond Robins, National Wo- 





man’s Trade Union League, 372 West 
Ohio St., Chicago, III. 

John B. Lennon, Bloomington, IIL 

Charles P. Neill, Commissioner Bureau 
of Labor, Washington, D.C. 

W. B. Wilson, Congressman, House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Frank Duffy, Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters, Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Hugh Frayne, Sheet Metal Worker, 
1711 Summit Ave., Scranton, Pa. 

James O'Connell, Machinist, Executive 
Board, care Room 405, McGill Bidg., 
Washington, D.C. 

Charles H. Winslow, Mass. Com. 
Industrial Education, Arlington, Mass. 

Edward Hirsch, Editor, North & Balt. 
Sts., Baltimore, Md. 

James Roach, Iron Moulder, Albany, 
N.Y. 

Rev. Charles Stelzle, Dept. Church and 
Labor, Room 700, 156 Fifth Ave, New 
York City. 

Stuart Reid, General Organizer A. F. 
of L., Lynn, Mass. 

By unanimous request at its first 
meeting: 

Samuel ‘“Gompers, 
American Federation of Labor, 
ington, D.C.; 

James Duncan, First Vice-President of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Quincy, Mass., and 

Frank Morrison, Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, Wash- 
ington, D.C., were elected to serve as 
members of the Committee. 

The initial meeting of the Committee 
was held in New York on August 21, and 
continued during the following day. The 
two days’ sessions served for the pur- 
pose of considering and deciding upoa 
the policy to be pursued. At these meet- 
ings information was received by the 
various members, from its Chairman 
and others, who were requested to ap- 
pear before them, and with the informa- 
tion imparted, together with an ex- 
change of views, considerable progress 
was made. 

The second meeting was held in Wash- 
ington, D.C., October 22-23. The Com- 
mittee early realized the necessity of 
going directly to those for information 
who had made a study of the subject, 
ard with this point in view extended 
invitations to some of the foremost edu- 
cators, business men and publicists, as 
well as others, to appear before them, 
end as a result much valuable informa- 
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tion was placed at the disposal of the 
Committee. The following is a list of 
the persons invited to appear before the 
Committee: 

W. B. Prescott, International Typo- 
graphical Union, Commission on Supple- 
mental Trade Education. 

Charles F. Richards, Origtaator of the 
National Society for the Prometion of 
Industrial Education. 

Leslie W. Miller, Principal, Pennsyl- 
vania Museum and School of Arts. 

Dr. Herman Schneider, Dean of the 
University of Cincinnati. 

John M. Shrigley, President William- 
son Free School for Mechanical Trades. 

A. Lincoln Filene, of William Filene’s 
Sons Company, Boston, Mass. 

Paul H. Hanus, Profesor of Education, 
Harvard University. 

Frederick P. Fish, President Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Education. 

Dr. Andrew S. Draper, Commissioner 
of Education of the State of New York. 

Arthur D. Dean, Chief, Division of 
Trade Schools, New York Education De- 
partment. 

C. W. Cross, Superintendent of Ap- 
prentices, New York Central Lines. 

Miss Ella M. Haas, Diatrict Inspector, 
Department of Inspection oı Workshops 
and Factories of the State of Ohio. 

Charles R. Towson, Secretary, Indus- 
trial Department, the International Com- 
mittee of Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciations, 

J. C. Monaghan, Secretary National 
Society for the Promotion of Industrial 
Education. 

Frank A. Vanderlip, President Nation- 
al City Bank of New York. 

Dr. Alexander C. Humphreys, Presi- 
dent Stevens Institute of Technology. 

Mr. V. Everitt Macy, of New York. 

Dr. Henry S. Pritchett, President of 
the Carnegie Institute. 

Dr. Elmer E. Brown, Chief, Bureau of 
Education, Department of the Interior. 

Mr. C. W. Burket, Editor American 
Agriculturist. 

T. J. Foster, International Correspond- 
ence School Scranton, or representative. 

Raymond Robins, Chicago. 

The nei results of this meeting clearly 
indicated that our committee was pursu- 
ing a practical policy in its investiga- 
tions, and that much valuable data and 
information were obtained. That there 
was much confusion in the public mind 
concerning industrial education was 
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manifest. 
imperative that honest differences of 
opinion be considered and pointed out, 
and that an effort be made to help solve 
this great problem. 

Organized labor favors that plan of 
industrial training that will give our 
boys and girls such a training as will 
help them to advance after they are in 
the industry. 

Organized labor believes that there are 
pressing educational needs which can 
be at least partially solved by the intro- 
duction of industrial training: it is 
aware that boys and girls do not always 
have the opportunity to enter the fleld 
of employment which will best contrib- 
ute to their development either physi- 
cally, morally or intellectually. Those 
who leave school change from one un- 
skilled otcupation to another, and gain 
but little or nothing in efficiency. Labor 
believes that industrial education be- 
tween the ages of 14 and 16 years ought 
to awaken in these children a new school 
interest, and so help retain them in 
school longer and contribute more to 
their development; it believes that if 
such industrial training took the chil- 
dren between the ages of 14 and 18 
when they are of little value in a busi- 
ress way, at a time when the education 
they have received is of advantage so 
far as it goes, but hardly fits them for 
actual working places, that it would 
serve to give them the proper training 
tm prepare and enter some branch of 
actual vocational work. 

We believe that as much attention 
should be given to the proper education 
of those who are at work in our indus- 
tries as is now giver to those who pre- 
pare to enter professional and manag- 
erial careers, simply to balance justice 
and make it necesary to give to the 
wage-earning classes and the common 
industries such equivalent as we can for 
what the present schools are doing for 
the wealthter classes, as well as for the 
profesgional and managing vocations. 


The personal observations and first- 
hand information obtained here and in 
European countries which embrace the 
general plan of Industrial Education in 
the various countries; details of schools 
At present in operation, both as regards 
he courses of study and the adminis- 
tzation and financing; the views of soma 
of the foremost authorities in indus- 
trial education, and the attitude of both 
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employer and organized labor toward the 
instruction provided by numerous 
schools operated by means of state, local 
and municipal subsidies, and by private 
funds, have all been collated. 

That the impressions made by our in- 
dividual and joint study were profound 
is not saying too much, and the magni- 
tude of the problem did not lessen. In 
considering the subject of the present 
status of Industrial Education it seems 
recessary to emphasize the need of & 
thorough and intense study of the fu- 
ture effect on American industries and 
the efficiency of the American workers, 
and the full realization of their pros- 
perity, and it is deemed expedient that 
this question be given the broadest and 
fullest consideration and discussion by 
this Convention. 


The report of the special committee 
on Industrial Education will be sub- 
mitted to you in printed form. As that 
report itself shows, it is not sufficiently 
exhaustive, thorough and comprehensive 
to warrant final action, yet it is confi- 
dently believed that it is an accurate 
statement of fact, and the best that 
could be ascertained and presented with 
in so brief a time as the Committee had 
at ite disposal 

We recommend that the Committee 
be continued for at least another year; 
that they co-operate with the Executive 
Council and all other bodies having for 
their purpose extending public industrial 
education. 


IMMIGRATION. 


In regard to the subject of immigra- 
tion, upon which previous Conventions 
have Girected investigation, your atten- 
tion is again called to the report we had 
the honor to submit to the Denver Con- 
vention, and in it the references to im- 
migration from European countries, and 
particularly of Russia and Italy. You 
recommended that the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be au- 
thorized to confer with the representa- 
tives of the Italian government and ra 
port to the Executive Council thereon. 

In connection therewith we would say 
that President Gompers reported to us 
that he held conferences at Washington 
with ıhe ambassadors of several coun- 
tries and that, later on, he “held confer- 
ences with the representatives of some 
of the governments in Europe, a most 
irteresting interview having taken place 
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with him, the Commissioner General of 


Immigration of Italy, and other govern- — 


mental officers in Rome, and primarily 
had interviews and conferences with the 
representatives of the workers in many 
cities of Italy. From his report it 
would indicate that there is no subject 
more generally discussed in Italy by 
government representatives, as well as 
labor men of all occupations, than that 
of emigration of their countrymen to 
the United States. From the report of 
the Commissioner-General of Immigra- 
tion of Italy Is shown the fact that fully 
one hundred thousand Italians left the 
shores of their country for the United 
States in the first three months of the 
present year. It is also clear that 
there are comparatively few of Italy’s 
city skilled workmen who leave their 
country for the United States: that the 
stream of emigration is from Southern 
Italy, where the workers are agricul- 
tural and unskilled: that in many sec- 
tions such large numbers have emigrat- 
ed as to leave a dearth of toilers to 
perform the necessary work. One im- 
portant influence of this fact has been 
toward raising the wages of those who 
remained. 

It has been found that the govern- 
ment of Italy has sought to discourage 
emigration of its people, but finding 
that a most difficult task, has almed to 
beneficially regulate it. In some quarters, 
agreements, or even treaties were sug- 
gested, into which, of course. it was not 
within the power of the President of 
the American Federation to enter into. 
At Naples the representatives of labor 
asked that the American Federation of 
Labor supply the funds for an office. 
with two or three men employed by us 
there, who would help in the organi- 
gation of the Italian workers, and to 
ald in discouraging or diverting emi- 
gration of Italian workers. 

In regard to Russian immigrants, we 
can only again call attention to the 
fact. that while we realize that somes 
further restrictions are necessary to 
the immigration of these and other peo- 
ple to America, we also realize the fact 
that the deportation of Immigrants who 
come from Russia to our shores would 
practically mean handing them over to 
the tender mercies of a brutal auto- 
cracy. 


This entire subject of immigration 
is so important In all its bearinga upon 
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the welfare of our people, that is de 
serves our deepest consideration and 
concern, and we urge further investiga- 
tion and study in order that the most 
practical results may follow. 


ORGANIZED FARMERS. 


Beginning with the Minneapolis Con- 
vention, the A. F. of L. has taken a very 
great interest in securing co-operation 
and In obtaining proper information re- 
garding the Farmers’ organizations of 
our country. The A. F of L. has been 
represented at their conventions by fra- 
ternal delegates and visitors. The state 
organizations of the A. F. of L have 
co-operated with the Farmers’ organi- 
zations until, in some parts of the coun- 
try, a very close friendship and allianco 
have come into existence. The organi- 
zation of the Farmers is for the same 
primary purposes as the organization 
of the wage-workers in the cities and 
towns to secure better prices for the 
commodities they raise; to decrease, in 
so far as that may be possible, the 
hours of labor and the arduousnegs of 
their toil They have already accomp- 
lished much in this direction. The offi- 
cers of the Farmers’ organizations are 
alert, progressive men, and through 
them and the trade union movement 
with which they are coming in contact, 
they are becoming practically educated 
upon economic questions that are bound 
to result in permanent good. both to 
the Farmers and to the workers in in- 
dustry. They are especially efficient 
in the sale of label-made products, and 
if this field is thoroughly cultivated by 
the trade unionists having labels, great 
results can and will be obtained. The 
spirit of friendliness and fraternity 
which they have expressed and exhibit- 
ed by their actions towards the trade 
union movement is deserving of our 
commendation. Our efforts should be 
continued to promote the growth of the 
harmony now existing between the 
Farmers’ unions of the eountry and the 
American Federation of Labor, and all 
the affiliated bodies of both. 


THE EXECUTION OF FRANCISCO 
FERRER. 


The execution of Francisco Ferrer of 
Spain has aroused a world-wide sense 
of indignation and protest. At our 
meeting held at headquarters shortiy 
after his execution we adopted resolu- 
tions expressive of organized labor’s 
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protest, for the cause of free speech, 
free press and free education has found 
in Francisco Ferrer another martyr. We 
recommend that this Convention en- 
dorse the preambles and resolutions 
adopted upon the subject. 


EXTRADITION OF RUSSIAN AND 
MEXICAN FUGITIVES. 


We called attention last year to the 
steps we had taken in behalf of de- 
fending the extradition of Jan Pouren. 
While approving our action in this case, 
you directed that we should have. an 
interview with the President of the 
United States, to the end that the tra- 
ditional right of asylum for political 
refugees should be preserved in the re- 
public of the United States. Therefore, 
on January 14th we had an hour’s con- 
ference with the President and submit- 
ted to him in writing the case of Jan 
Pouren, as well as the case of Ricardo 
Flores Magon, Antonio IL Villarreal, 
Librado Rivera, and other members of 
the Mexican Liberal Party, who were 
arrested in Los Angeles, Cal, August 
23, 1907, at the instance of the Mexican 
Government. 

In his forma) written reply, the Presi- 
dent submitted the following review of 
these matters from the Secretary- of 
State: 

“The treaties and statutes of the 
United States contain adequate pro- 
visions for safeguarding the right of 
asylum for political refugees. Every 
specific case mentioned in the memo- 
randum is covered by such provisions of 
treaty and statute. In each specific 
case where a demand for extradition is 
made by n foreign country and the 
person demanded claims to be a poli- 
tical refugee, there is always a ques- 
tion of fact raised as to whether the 
assertion of political character is true 
or not. This question under the laws 
of the United States is to be decided 
judicially in the first instance by a 
United States Commissioner acting as 
a magistrate and proceeding upon evi- 
dence taken under oath, and in the 
second instance by the Secretary of 
State. reviewing the decision of the 
Commissioner upon the evidence. If the 
question of fact is determined in favor 
of the person demanded, the law forbids 
his extradition and protects him in his 
right of asylum. If the question of 
fact is decided against the person de- 
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manded, his extradition is required by 
law because there is no right of asylum 
in his case. 


“Under these circumstances there 
would appear to be no occasion for the 
interposition of the authority of the 
President, and no opportunity for such 
interposition unless it were to interfers 
in the performance of judicial duties or 
to recommend to Congress changes in 
the law which are not, and are not 
alleged to be, necessary.” 

This entire matter is submitted to 
you for such further advice as you may 
deem the circumstances of these and 
similar cases ‘warrant. 


CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RE- 
SOURCES. 


The Denver Convention recommended 
that the Executive Council should at 
all times use its best efforts to assist 
in legitimate work which has for its 
object the protection and conservation 
of the natural resources of our country. 
Shortly after the Denver Convention, 
that is, December 9-11, the Conserva- 
tion League and the National Rivers and 
Harbors Congress met in the City of 
Washington. We authorized President 
Gompers, Vice-President O’Connell and 
Secretary Morrison to represent the 
Federation at the meetings of these two 
bodies, and to act with the Joint Com- 
mittee on Conservation. It might be 


‚well here to state the National Con- 


servation Committee is now co-operat- 
ing with the Conservation Committees 
of forty National Organizations, in- 
cluding the American Federation of 
Labor, and with the Conservation Com- 
missions of thirty-two States. 

We also appointed a permanent Con- 
servation Committee of the American 
Federation of Labor, composed of Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-Presidents Mitchell, 
O’Connell and Hayes, and Secretary 
Morrison. 

A plan for co-operation among the 
conservation commissions was adopted 
at the general conference in March of 
this year. The plan 1: comprehensive 
and contains an outline for an inventory 
of the water resources, forest resources, 
land resources. mineral resources and 
for the public health. With all of the 
recommendations and the features of 
the plan, the Committee and the Ey- 
ecutive Council are in entire accord. Ine 
asmuch, however, as the features enue 
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merated, other than that of public 
health, concern us generally as citizens, 
they are not fully enumerated here. 
They can easily be obtained and will be 
gladly furnished to anyone interested. 
That with which we, as representatives 
of the wage earners are primarily con- 
cerned, is covered under the caption 
Public Health. In that the plan pro- 
vides, among other things, the follow- 
ing: 

“Facilities for protecting individual 
and family health.” 


“ Prevailing knowledge of hygiene and 
sanitation.’ 


“The means 
health . . .” 


“ QGiees, boarés und commissions, and 
educational instrumentalities, laws and 
regulations governing hours and con- 
ditions of labor.” 

“The whole morale of the nation in 
its relation to the states, .. . of 
immigration, imported disease and 
vice.” 

“Effect of immigration on labor and 
production, influence of immigration on 
customs and institutions.” 


“The relation between the public 
health and current industries. . . . 
Of mine and factory inspection, fires, 
floods, storms, accidents connected with 
railways, vessels, effects of noxious 
fumes, dust, etc. Effects of confinement 
and excessive hours of labor, means of 
reducing accidental and other losses and 
risks.”’ 


* Benefits of desirable and necessary 
improvements in length of life, acceler- 
ated growth in population, increased 
comfort and earning capacity, aug- 
mented efficiency and intensified human- 
ity and patriotism.” 


From this brief statement of the plan 
adopted, as well as a fuller under- 
standing of the entire scope of the plan 
for the conservation of the natural re- 
sources of America, it will be observed 
why we have approved the report of the 
Committee and the plan agreed upon. 
We recommend to this Convention that 
the Committee be continued and every 
effort made to assist in the consumma- 
tion of this most highly necessary pur- 
pose for which the commission was 
formed. 


COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY. 
As a consequenee of the agitation of 


of maintaining the 
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organized workmen, several state gov- 
ernments have given consideration to 
the matter of legislation providing for 
the revision of antiquated principles of 
law relating to compensation and llabil- 
ity for those injured in the course of 
their employment. In the hope that 
some specific relief from the evils of 
our present liability laws may be ob- 
tained, the States of Minnesota, Wis- 
consin and New York have created com- 
missions upon which representatives of 
labor have been appointed, whose duty 
it is to invesfigate into the cause and 
effect of industrial accidents, and to 
recommend such legislation as will 
either automatically compensate’ the 
victims of such accidents, or to recom- 
mend such modification of existing law 
as will make it less difficult to secure 
adequate recovery in suits for damages. 
Such legislation would do much to ob- 
viate the wastefulnes and delay, which 
characterize and have been the history 
of suits in recovery of damages for 
industrial accidents. While we recog- 
nize that ultimately workmen’s com- 
pensation for accidents must become the 
settled policy of government, and to 
attain which we must continue our ear- 
nest efforts, yet in the meantime we 
should give our assistance and support 
to legislation that will remove, or sub- 
stantially modify the unjust bars to re- 
covery founded upon the doctrine of 
“assumption of risks, contributory negli- 
gence, fellow-servant and waiver of 
rights,” and we urge upon the legisla- 
tors and commissions, the passage of 
such measures as are necessary to the 
proper protection of life and limb, and 
where accidents In industry occur, from 
whatever cause, the victims or depend- 
ents should be legally entitled to ade- 
quate compensation or the means of re- 
covering full recompense in suits for 
damages. 


ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS CRUSADE. 


The distribution of the circular con- 
taining the charts declared for by the 
Fittsburg Convention and giving cor- 
rect Information how to prevent, and to 


assist in eradicating tuberculosis has 
been continued. The State Federations 


of Labor and the city central bodies 
have been particularly urged to secure 
the enactment of laws by the various 
State Legislatures, requiring the pro- 
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vision of proper and sanitary sleeping. 


accommodations and shelter for work- 

en engaged in the construction of pub- 
lic works. It is our desire and endeavor 
to co-operate in every way within our 
rower in every fight which is being 
waged against the dreaded and insidi- 
ous disease. 

None are more interested in the pre- 
vention, arrest and eradication of the 
great white plague and other communi- 
cable diseases than are the men of 
Jabor. We have done, and will continue 
to do our duty in the premises. We 
distributed broadcast printed documents, 
urging our fellow-workers &8 te praper 
laws, methods of sanitation, food, work 
and conduct, in order that the best may 
be done to save our people from the rav- 
ages of the disease. Investigation has 
demonstrated clearly that one of the 
most insidious means of communica- 
tion and spread of the germs of dis- 
ease is through second-hand clothing 
and bottles. 
the adoption by this Convention of & 
resolution demanding from the duly con- 
stituted authorities, Boards of Health 
included, that laws or regulations shall 
be enacted or formulated prohibiting 
the sale of second-hand clothing or 
second-hand bottles unless they have 
been cleansed and renovated under the 
direction and supervision of a represent- 
ative of Boards of Health. 

FILLING JUDICIAL VACANCIES. 

We make the suggestion, and recom- 
mend that organized labor take appro- 
priate action looking toward the naming 
of citizens for filling vacancies by ap- 
pointment that may occur in the Su- 
preme Courts of the United States, Fed- 
eral Courts throughout the Judicial Dis- 
tricts and Circuits in the United States, 
and for new courts that may be here- 
after created. 


PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ EUROPEAN 
TRIP. 


Concurring fully in the action of the 
Denver Convention, directing President 
Gompers to visit Great Britain and sev- 
eral other European countries for the 
purpose of attending several conven- 
tions and congresses, a8 well as making 
a study and investigation of labor con- 
ditions abroad, we authorized Secretary 
Morrison to make the necessary ar- 
rangements to defray his expenses on 
this trip. His expenses cover his barest 


We urgently recommend: 
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possible necessities. We take this 
occasion to correct the false statement 
published, that the expenses of any 
other person were incurred by our Fed- 
eration in connection with this trip. 
President Gompers has already made a 
report to you as to the result of his 
investigation and study. At our meet- 
ing, held immediately after his return, 
he submitted a summary of the entire 
trip. We are confident that his trip 
will bring good results. 


LINCOLN CENTENNIAL OBSERV- 
ANCE. 


We are gratified to be able to report 
that the ceutesnial of the ane hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Abraham 
Lincoln, February 12, 1909, was univer- 
sally observed by organized labor 
throughout the Uhited States. Congress 
passed a law, and the President signed 
it, making the 12th of February, Lin- 
coln’s Centennial Birthday, a legal holi- 
day, but did not make February 12th 
of each year a legal holiday. A few 
States have made the natal day of our 
martyred President a legal holiday, and 
our efforts should be continued to have 
the legislatures of all the States, as 
well as the United States Federal Gov- 
ernment, enact laws making February 
12th a general legal holiday. 


In connection with this subject, we 
should say. that reports from central 
bodies, as well as from local unions, 
show that appropriate and interesting 
memorial exercises were held under the 
auspices of their respective organiza- 
tions, to which the general public was 
invited. As an Executive Council, 
though we were not in session on that 
date, yet as individual members, we 
participated in the Lincoln Memorial 
services in our respective localities. 


THE PASSING OF VICE-PRESIDENT 
MAX MORRIS, AND EX-SECRE- 
TARIES AUGUST McCRAITH 

AND FRANK K. FOSTER. 


1} is but fitting in this report that 
we snould refer to the deep loss the 
labor movement has sustained in the 
death of Vice-President Max Morris, on 
June 6, 1909. Not only labor men, but 
public men and many business men of 
prominence and hundreds of people who 
knew him intimately, in public, business 
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or in a social way, during his lifetime, 
feel in his death that they have suffer- 
ed a great personal loss. He has known 
throughout the country as one of the 
leading and best representatives of the 
trade union movement. He was elected 
Vice-President and member of the Exe- 
cutive Council at the Kansas City Con- 
vention, A. F. of L. in 1898. 

For thirteen years he acted as Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Retail Clerks’ In- 
ternational Union and as editor of its 
official journal. Under his direction and 
by his work, faithfulness and ability, 
the International Association grew 
strong and influential, improved the con- 
dition of the Retail Clerks of the coun- 
try and added materially in the moral 
and social uplift of the workers and 
of the people generally. 

He served in the State Legislature 
of Colorado as a member of the House. 
He was three times elected by the labor 
vote and accomplished much in secur- 
ing the enactment of laws in the interest 
of labor and of the people generally. 
He represented the best thought and 
activity of our cause in the labor move- 
ment of the West and represented the 
A. F. of L., the bona-fide trade union 
movement in the highest and most effec- 
tive form. 

At our June meeting we adopted a 
series of preambles and _ resolutions 
which later we had handsomely en- 
grossed and presented the same to Mrs. 
Max Morris, the widow of our deceased 
beloved brother and colleague. 


Chairman O’Connell—At the request of 


President Gompers, the letter from Mrs. 
Morris will be read at this time. 
Denver, Colo.. Nov. 3, 1909. 
To Samuel Gompers, President, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 


My Dear Mr. Gompers,—I am in re- 
ceipt of the memorial volume containing 
the resolutions passed by the Executive 
Council on the death of my dear hus- 
band, Mr. Morris. Will you kindly ac- 
cept, for yourself and your fellow-mem- 
bers of the Council, my most fervent 
thanks for these kindly evidences of 
your deep sympathy? I know well how 
closely he was tied to each of you per- 
sonally, as well as to the able work for 
which his heart was always beating and 
his mind was ever alert. 

From practically every organization 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor I have had expressions of sin- 
cere sympathy, and I would, therefore, 
kindly ask you, my dear Mr. Gompers, 
to read this letter to the Convention, 80 
that it may go on your records as my 
most heartfelt appreciation of all these 
expressions, as well as of the many 
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other kindnesses that have come to me 
in my great bereavement, from the 
friends of labor in America. 


Sincerely yours, 
MRS. MAX MORRIS, 
1209 Elizabeth St., Denver, Col 


On June 27th, at Waverly, Massachu- 
setts, our friend and fellow-worker, 
Frank K. Foster, was called to join the 
great majority. To those who knew 
him no words extolling his great in- 
tellect are necessary; to those who did 
not know him, yet have read his 
thoughts, it need only be said that, 
either on the platform advocating la- 
bor’s cause, or in the editorial sanctum 
drawing on his brain power in the incul- 
cation of human liberty and better- 
ment, his every effort was a classic. 

During his life, Brother Foster was 
at one time Secretary of our Federa- 
tion and held other important official 
positions in the labor movement, never 
falling to render valuable service to 
the cause so near and dear to his heart. 
In labor annals his masterful reply at 
Faneull Hall to the attack of former 
President Eliot, of Harvard, on trade 
unionism will ever be remembered and 
cherished. 

It is not often that it becomes neces- 
sary in our report to you to report the 
demise of three well-known and active 
men in the labor movement. We now 
refer to the death of former Secretary 
of our Federation, August McCraith, 
which occurred during this year. While 
not actively engaged in the labor move- 
ment in an official capacity at the time 
of his death, yet Mr. McCraith efficiently 
served as Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor during the years of 
1895-6. His work was greatly construc- 
tive. He will be remembered by many, 
and the news of his death was a great 
shock and grief to his numerous friends. 


ELECTION VICE-PRESIDENT PER- 
HAM. 


By the demise of Brother Max Morris 
a vacancy was caused in the office of 
Fourth Vice-President, which, under 
Section 9 of Article IX. of the Consti- 
tution of the American Federation of 
Labor, we were required to fill. In- 
asmuch as our meeting was to be held 
so shortly after Brother Morris’ death, 
we refrained from filling the vacancy 
by voting through the mails, but dil 
so at our meeting during the week be- 


— 
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ginning Jun® 14th. In doing so, however 
we followed the course usually pursued 
at our conventions when vacancies have 
occurred; that is, that other Vice-Pre- 
sidents in rotation resign and were 
elected to fill the Vice-Presidencies in 
their respective higher order. We then 
elected Brother Henry B. Perham, Pre- 
sident of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
graphers, and Chairman of the Rail- 
way Employees Department of the A. 
G. of L., as Eighth Vice-President of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
balance of the unexpired term. 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE. 


In view of the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, holding our 
labor organizations Hable under the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Law, the Denver 
Convention directed that the various 
national and international unions, as 
well as directly affiliated local unions, 
be consulted as to their wishes whether 
the publication of the “We Don’t Pa- 
tronize” list in the “American Federa- 
tionist” should be restored. The instruc- 
tions of the Denver Convention were 
duly carried out, and we recommend 
the further consideration of the subject 
be referred to the Executive Council. 
We urge that each affiliated organization 
more thoroughly advertise the names of 
firms which employ union labor and con- 
duct their establishments under sani- 
tary conditions. 


CONCLUSION. 


In this conclusion to our report, we 
fee] it incumbent upon us to not only 
partially repeat the concluding para- 
graphs of our Denver report, but to lay 
the greatest emphasis upon the primary 
fact that the great central thought and 
intent of the American Federation of 
Labor is an improved standard of life 
and a more intense loyalty and devotion 
to the fundamental and original spirit 
of liberty of thought, act and expres- 
sion to all our people. As our 
unions grow and expand, so, in 
a corresponding sense will the blessings 
of unity, fraternity, solidarity and 
economic independence develop; as our 
organizations grow riper in years, the 
experience the members gain will show 
them the wisdom of fortifying their 
treasuries with funds ample to the 
maintenance of greater fraternal and 
economic benefits; higher dues, wise and 
economical management of the organiza- 


ie 


tions along business standards will 
create greater confidence in the value. 
and importance of the organizations by 
all the members. It will make for ab- 
solute permanency of all our organiza- 
tions. The successes of some will be- 
made an example for others, conse- 
quently greater advances will be made: 
among all, and thee social and moral 
uplift will become a stimulating aspira-- 
tion for all to attain; therefore, we urge 
our fellow unionists to exert even great-. 
er effort in organizing the yet unor- 
ganized workers, so that not only our: 
(trade union) movement may be 
strengthened, but that its beneficient 
influences may become rapidly extend-. 
ed to the advantage of all our people. 


Remember the hope of the workers 
and the permanent safety of American 
institutions are dependent upon the. 
fidelity of the American trade unions to. 
jealously and rigidly preserve. 

On every available field of activity 
we must press home to an early and 
successful conclusion the legislation we. 
find necessary at the hands of our munl-- 
cipal, state and federal governments. By 
a common concert of action and by a 
determined effort these remedies can be 
secured, and with them a fuller fruition 
of our hopes for a higher and fuller life, 
and the wider distribution of all the 
blessings of our modern civilization, not 
only for the producing millions who toll, 
but for all our fellow citizens. 

Fraternally yours, 

SAM'L GOMPERS, President; 
JAMES DUNCAN, Ist Vice-Pres.; 
JOHN MITCHELL, 2nd Vice-Pres.; 
JAMES O'CONNELL, 8rd Vice-Pres.; 
D. A. HAYES, 4th Vice-Pres. ; 
WM. HUBER, 5th Vice-Pres.; 
JOS. VALENTINE, 6th Vice-Pres.; 
JOHN R. ALPINE, 7th Vice-Pres.; 
H. B. PERHAM, 8th Vice-Pres.; 
JOHN s. LENNON, Treasurer; . 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 
Executive Council American Federation 
of Labor. 


Vice-President O’Connell—The matter 
contained in the report of the Executive 
Council will be assigned to the various 
committees by the President. 

REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Delegate McKee, Chairman of the 
Committee, read the following report: 
To the Officers and Delegates to the 

Twenty-Ninth Annual Convention of 
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THIRD DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order 
at 9.00 o’clock a.m. Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 10th, President Gompers in the 
chair. 

ABSENTEES: Ricardo, Brennan, Con- 
way, Fay, Monoghan, Feeney, Price, 


Weber, Eisensing, Speret, Dold, Fos- 
ter, Goltra, Paravecini, Manlove, Brag- 


gins, Mahon, Commons, Pratt, Steidle, 
Huddleston, Milford, Freel, Lawyer, 
Evans, Hatch, Ott, Calvert. Sweet, 


James, Lee, Bruten, Berger, Thompson, 
Garrett, O’Leary, Lippman, Rist, Bailey, 
Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Ruden, Mau- 


in, Burkhart, Pena, Martin, Roberts, 
gol, Roderick, McDonnel, Mawbray, 
urtia. 


President Gompers—The chair feels it 
incumbent upon him to officially and 
with very great sorrow call attention to 
the fact that one of our number, a dele- 
gate to this Convention, met with acci- 
dental death by asphyxiation in his room 
the night before last. Just after the 
close of Monday’s session, our deceased 
brother waited upon me and asked if it 
would not be possible for me to stop 
over at Niagara Falls on my return trip. 
He was very urgent and almost insist- 
ent. I promised to give him an answer 
some time later during the Convention. 
He was with us only a few hours on 
Monday. Last night, while one of our 
committees was in session, one of the 
coroners of the city of Toronto made 
known the fact that one of our number 
had been found dead in his room. The 
committee, as soon as possible, took 
action. I was informed of the sad affair, 
and with the committee, Vice-President 
Duncan, Vice-President O'Connell, and 
Vice-President Huber, went to the under- 
taking establishment. It seems to me 
that, under the circumstances, we should 
not only take official recognition of the 
demise of our fellow-delegate to this Con- 
vention, but that we should, in some 
form, manifest our respect for his mem- 
ory and make some suitable arrange- 
ment to have his remains taken to his 
home by one of the representatives of 


labor of the City of Toronto. If the 
Convention agrees to the suggestion, the 
chairman will appoint one or two mem- 
bers of organized labor of the City of 
Toronto to accompany the remains of 
Earl E. Russ to his home, the expense 


to be borne by the Federation. 

William Glockling, President of the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 
was appointed by President Gompers to 
accompany the remains of Earl E. Russ 
to his home in Niagara Falls, N.Y. 


President Gompers—As a further 
mark of respect to the memory of Earl 
E. Russ, I ask the delegates to rise and 
remain in silence for one minute. 

The entire delegation arose and stood 
in silence for one minute. 

Secretary Morrison read the follow- 
ing cablegram: 

Stockholm, Nov. 7. 


American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, Toronto: 

Three hundred thousand Swedish 
workmen have fought severe fight for 
rights of their trade unfons since three 
months. Struggle still going on, with 
solitary help from abroad. Organ- 
ized workmen hope to bring victory 
home at last. Swedish trade unions can- 
not be crushed. With compliments and 
wishes for good results of Congress. 

Fraternally, 
LINDQUIST, 
General President of Swedish Trade 
Unions. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


To the 29th Annual Convention of the 


American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen,—Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to report that we 
have examined the following credentials, 
and recommend the seating of thé dele- 
gates as follows: 

Stenographers and Typists’ Union No. 


12246 of Brooklyn, N.Y.—Miss E. C. Mor- 


ris, 1 vote. 
City Laborers’ Protective Union No. 
11002—Thomas McManus, 1 vote. 
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Atlanta, Ga, Federation of Trades— 
Athol McClain, 1 vote. 

The following organizations, having 
liquidated their indebtedness, are en- 
titled to representation, and we there- 
fore recommend the seating of their 
delegates as follows: 


Joplin, Mo. Trades Assembly—C. W. 


Fear, 1 vote. 
Du Bois, Pa. Central Trades and 


Labor Council—Samuel Bruce, 1 vote. 
The protest against the San Francisco, 
Cal., Labor Council having been with- 
drawn we recommend the seating of 
the delegate, John A. Kelly with 1 vote. 


We beg to report further that we had 
before us the delegate-elect from the 
Buffalo, N.Y., United Trades and Labor 
Council and the representatives of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners for a hearing on the protest of 
the Carpenters against the seating of 
the representative of the Buffalo, N.Y., 
United Trades and Labor Council, and 
recommend that the delegate be not 
seated, because of the violation of the 
Constitution of the A. F. of L. by the 
United Trades and Labor Council of 
Buffalo, N.Y., in retaining in its body a 
dual loca! union of Millwrights. 


We further report on the credenttal 
of A. L. Urick from the Des Moines, 
Iowa, Trades and Labor Assembly, and 
recommend that he be not seated. for 
violation of the Constitution of the A. 
F. of L. by the Des Moines, Iowa, Trades 
and Labor Assembly in retaining in its 


hody a seceding organization of elec- 
trical workers. 


We further report on the credential of 
H. Mechelstetter from the Sioux City, 
Iowa, Trades and Labor Assembly, and 
recommend that he be not seated, for 
violation of the Constitution of the A. 
F of L. by the Sioux City, Iowa, Trades 
and Labor Assembly, in retaining in 
its body a seceding organization of elec- 
trical workers. 

We further report that a credential 
was presented for Mr. Otto H. Zimmer 
trom the Labor Educational Association 
nf Ontario. We recommend that he be 


not seated. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. CABLE, Chairman; 
T. J. HOMPHREY, 
R. A. McKEE, Secretary. 


A motion was made and seconded 
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that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Lipman spoke briefly in op- 
position to the report of the Committee. 

Delegate Duffy, of the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters, spoke in favor of 
the report of the Committee, and dis- 
cussed at some length the conditions 
existing in Buffalo in regard to the 
United Trades and Labor Council and 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters. 

The supplemental report was adopted 
by a unanimous vote. 

Vice-President Huber in the chair. 


Delegate Frey, for the fraternal dele- 
gates to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress, read the following report: 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELE- 
GATES TO CONVENTION OF BRI- 
TISH TRADE UNION CONGRESS, 
CITY OF IPSWICH, SEPTEMBER 
6, 1909: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


GREETING,—Brothers, as your dele- 
gates to the Forty-second Annual Con- 
vention of the British Trade Union 
Congress, we desire to submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

This Congress convened on September 
6th in the Public Hall of the City of 
Ipswich, there being present 4% dele- 

ates, representing 1,701,000 trade union- 
sts. The convention was given a most 
cordial welcome to the city by the 
Mayor, who in a tactful speech express- 
ed his interest tn the welfare of the 
trade union movement in Great Britain. 
Dressed as he was in his official robes 
of fur and crimson, with his attendant 
in blue and gold livery, it gave a tinge 
of the picturesque and mediaeval to the 
platform. After other addresses, the 
most forceful being by Sir Daniel God- 
dard, the convention proceeded to the 
work before it, the first order of busi- 
ness being the president's report, which 
was submitted by Bro. David Shackel- 
ton, who as the fraternal delegate from 
the British Trade Union Congress made 
so favorable an impression at our 
Norfolk convention in November, 1907. 

This report, while brief, struck the 
keynote of the convention, in that por- 
tion which read:—‘Trade untonism no 
longer waits upon the orthodox poli- 
tical parties to carry out its wishes, 
nor are its objects confined to purely 
trade union matters, but a wider and 
more generous view is taken by trade 
unfonists of their duties as citizens. 
To-day trade unionism and labor has no 
fewer than 63 representatives on the 
floor of the House of Commons voicing 
the aspirations and desires of organized 
labor. The success of direct labor re- 
presentation is adequately proved by 
reference to the result of the present 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


Parliament in contrast to any previous 
Parliament.” 

Much of the convention’s time was 
given to the consideration of those in- 
dustrial problems which our British 
brethren are endeavoring to _ solve 
through legislative effort. The final 
action of tne delegates being an in- 
struction, or recommendation, for the 
guidance of their representatives in 
Parliament. 

The Parliamentary Committee -n 
their-report, covered the results of the 
labor party’s efforts in Parliament dur- 
ing the vear,. and its attitude toward 
those labor measures which had not 
as yet been incorporated into the law. 
Several bills of more than ordinary in- 
terest had been secured since the pre- 
vious Congress. One establishing 
Miners’ Eisght-hour Bill. was secured 
during the autumn session, and went 
into effect on July Ist, 19. The Trade 
Boards Bill, which provides for the 
introduction of Wage Boards in the 
following industries: — Ready-made 
tailoring, cardboard box making, ma- 
chine-made lace, and net finishing, and 
ready-made blouse trade. These boards 
will be empowered :—Ilst, to fix a mini- 
mum standard of wage. and to enforce 
that minimum when fixed; 2nd, to act 
as centres of Information and organi- 
gation; 3rd, to nourish and cherish the 
interest of the workers, and to foster a 
healthy state of industry within the 
particular trade in which they 
operate. These boards will have the 
authority, after hearing both sides, 
that Is to say, the employers and em- 
ployes in the so-called sweated trades, 
to establish a minimum wage rate, 
which they will have the power to 
enforce. We found from the action of 
the delegates that the principles in- 
volved in this bill met with their en- 
dorsement and hearty support. At pre- 
sent the bill affects but a few of the 
sweated trades, and it is the intention 
to extend its influence to others as 
time passes. 

The successful operation of this law 
will place in the hands of those ap- 
pointed for this purpose by the Gov- 
ernment the power to regulate the 
minimum wage rate in certain indus- 
tries. 

One of the most important measures 
enacted into law during the year was 
the Labor Exchanges Bill, which au- 
thorizes the Board of Trade to estab- 
lish labor exchanges, through which 
the unemployed will be assisted in se- 
curing work. The bill as it passed the 
House of Lords reads as follows: 


LABOR EXCHANGES BILLS. 


To provide for the establishment of 
Labor Exchanges and for other pur- 
poses incidental thereto. 

Be it enacted by the King’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spirit- 
ual and temporal and Commons, In this 
present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows: 

1. (1) The Board of Trade may estab- 
lish and meintain in such places as 


the: 
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they think fit Labor Exchanges, and 
may assist any Labor Exchanges main- 
tained by any other authorities or per- 
sons, and in the exercise of those 
Powers may, if they think fit, co-oper- 
ate with any other authorities or per- 
sons having powers for the purpose. 

(2) The Board of Trade may also, by 
such other means as they think fit, 
collect and furnish information as to 
employers requiring workpeople and 
workpeople seeking engagement or 
employment. ° 

(3) The Board of Trade may take over 
any Labor Exchange (whether estab- 
lished before or after the passing of 
this Act) by agreement with the au- 
thority or person by whom the Labor 
Exchange is maintained, and any such 
authority or person shall have power 
to transfer it to the Board of Trade 
for the purposes of this Act. 

(4) The powers of any central body 
or Distress Committee and the powers 
of any Council through a special com- 
mittee to establish or maintain under 
the Unemployed Workmen Act, 196, a 
Labor Exchange or unemployed regis- 
ter shall, after the expiration of one 
year from the commencement of this 
Act, not be exercised except with the 
sanction of and subject to any condi- 
tions imposed by the Local Government 
Board for England, Scotland, or Ire- 
land, as the case may require, and that 
sanction shall not be given except 
after consultation with the Board of 
Trade. 

2. (1) The Board of Trade may make 
general regulations with respect to the 
management of Labor Exchanges and 
otherwise with respect to the exercise 
of their powers under this Act. and 
such regulations may, subject to the 
approval of the Treasury, authorize 
advances to be made by way of loan 
towards meeting the expenses of work- 
people traveling to places where em- 
ployment has been found for them 
through a Labor Exchange. 

(2) The regulations shall provide that 
no person shall suffer any disqualifi- 
cation or be otherwise prejudiced on 
account of refusing to accept employ- 
ment found for him through a Labor 
Exchange where the ground of refusal 
is that a trade dispute exists, or that 
the wages offered are lower than those 
current in the trade In the district 
where the employment is offered. 

(3) Any general regulations made 
under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as 
may be after they are made. 

(4) Subject to any such regulations, 
the powers of the Board of Trade un- 
der this Act shall be exercised in such 
manner as the Board of Trade may 
direct. 


(5) The Board of Trade may, in such 
cases as they think fit, establish Ad- 
visory Committees for the purpose of 
giving the board advice and assistance 
in connection with the management of 
any Labor Exchange. 

8. If any person knowingly makes 
any false statement or false represen- 
tation to any officer of a Labor Ex- 
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change established under this Act, or 
to any person acting for or for the 
purposes of any such Labor Exchange, 
for the purpose of obtaining employ- 
ment or procuring workpeople, that 
person shall be liable in respect of each 
offence on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding £10. 

4. The Board of Trade may appoint 
such officers and servants for the pur- 
poses of this Act as the board may, 
with the sanction of the Treasury, de- 
termine, and there shall be paid out 
of moneys provided by Par'iament to 
such officers and servants such salaries 
or remuneration as the Treasury may 
determine, and any expenses incurred 
by the Board of Trade in carrying this 
Act into effect, to such amount as may 
be sanctioned by the Treasury, shall 
be defrayed out of moneys provided by 
Parliament. 

6. In this Act the expression "Labor 
Exchange’ means any office or place 
used for the purpose of collecting and 
furnishing information, either by the 
keeping of registers or otherwise, re- 
specting employers who desire to en- 
gage workpeople who seek engage- 
ments or employment. 

6. This Act may be cited as the Labor 
Exchanges Act, 1909. 

All of the regulations governing 
these Exchanges were not embodied in 
the bill, but tne President of the Board 
of Trade, the Hon. Winston Churchill, 
consulted with the labor representa- 
tives in Parliament relative to these. 

While the convention was in session 

in Ipswich the President of the Board 
of Trade announced in the House cf 
Commons that he proposed to make the 
‘principal appointments himself, but 
that he had decided to refer all the 
substantial appointments to a small 
independent Committee of Selection, 
consisting of a large employer of labor, 
a Civil Service Commissioner, and as 
the representative of organized labor 
David Shackelton, M.P., the President of 
the British Trades Union Congress. As a 
supplement to this bill the Govern- 
ment stands pledged to introduce next 
year a limited scheme of out-of-work 
insurance, compulsory in its character, 
including at first the following group 
of trades:—House building and works 
of construction, engineering. machine 
and tool making. ship and boat build- 
ing, vehicles, sawyers, and general 
laborers working at these particular 
trades. 


A detailed report of the convention’s 
work is not being submitted, as there 
were many matters acted upon which 
were local in their character, and had 
no general bearing upon the important 
trade union problems which contain 
international interest. Some of these, 
however, mav be of sufficient interest. 


to warrant brief mention. For some . 


time the Salvation Army, In its efforts 
to assist the unemployed, has opened 
workshops. and in these has produced 
articles which, when placed upon the 
open market, came Into direct com- 
petition with those produced under 
trade union conditions. As the wages 


paid to the workers by the Salvation 
Army were comparatively cut of all 
proportion to trade union rates, and 
their product was sold below the ordi- 
nary market prices, these workshops 
had resulted in jeopardizing the aver- 
age workman’s wage rate and standard 
of living, with the result that strong 
representations had been made to 
General Booth, with whom, unfortun- 
ately, no satisfactory understanding 
had been reached. A Parliamentary in- 
vestigation into the industrial scheme 
of the Salvation Army had been desired 
by some of the delegates, but the be- 
lief that such an investigation might 
prejudice public opinion against this 
organization, whose motives as a whole 
seem to be for the benefit of the un- 
fortunate, prompted the convention to 
leave the question In the hands of the 
Parliamentary Committee for the time 
being. Attention has been called to 
this subject because of the industrial 
questions which certain policies of this 
organization have raised in the United 
States and in Canada, reference to 
which was made in the report of our 
delegate to the Dominion Trades and 
Labor Congress at the Denver Con- 
vention of 1908 A resolution calling 
upon the Government to appoint a Min- 
ister of Labor, with full Cabinet rank, 
was adopted by the convention. The 
Parliamentary representatives were in- 
structed to prepare a bill, having for 
its object the prevention of evictions of 
workmen during Industrial disputes. 
The work of the convention as it 
progressed gave an insight of the 
power which has been placed In the 
hands of the trade unions since they 
secured direct Parliamentary repre- 
sentation. One instance supplying a 
pointed illustration being a _ dispute 
which arose between the Railway 
Clerks’ Association and the North- 
Eastern Railway Co. over the railway 
company’s refusal to allow some of its 
clerks to affiliate themselves with the 
Railway Clerks’ Association. The rail- 
way company having a bill in Parlia- 


_ment, the labor members, with one ex- 


ception, united in opposing this bill, 
with the result that it was not allow- 
ed to pass until the railway company 
and the Clerks’ Union had reached an 
understanding on the questions in dis- 
pute satisfactory to the latter. The 
one member who had failed to support 
the efforts of the labor representatives 
in Parliament In their opposition to the 
bill just referred to received a most 
severe rebuke from the convention. 
After being in session six days the 
convention adjourned, having re-elect- 
ed Mr. David Shackelton as president 
and Messrs. J. R. Clynes, of the Na- 
tional Union of Gasworkers and Gen- 
eral Laborers, and A. H. Gill. of the 
Amalgamated Association of Operative 
Cotton Spinners, as fraternal delegates 
to the 29th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


It may be of interest to know that 
as the result of your delegates’ pre- 
sence in Europe that international 
agreements relative to the exchange of 
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cards and other matters of mutual in- 
terest have been entered into between 
the Metal Molders’ Unions of Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Germany, Austria, 
and France, and the International 
Molders’ Union of North America, and 
that a similar agreement with the Eng- 
lish union only awaits formal action 
before becoming a reality, and with the 
German Garment Workers and the Bri- 
tish Garment Workers with the United 
Garment Workers of America. 

In bringing this brief report to & 
close we desire to give expression to 
our deep appreciation of the many 
courtesies extended to us by our Bri- 
tish brethren, from the time of our 
arrival in Liverpool, where we were 
received by a committee appointed by 
the officers of the Congress, until the 
close of the convention. Every atten- 
tion was given to our comfort and wel- 
fare, and we would be untrue to the 
sentiments which resulted from the 
hearty and whole-souled reception 
which was extended to us if we falled 
to give due acknowledgment of the 
hospitality and the friendly’ spirit 
which we encountered on every hand. 
These few words cannot express the 
full measure of our appreciation, but 
they may in a small way acquaint you 
with the cordiality of the reception 
extended to your delegates. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN P. FREY. 
. A. LARGER. 
On motion, the report was received 


and made part of the records of the 
Convention. 
Vice-President Perham in the chair. 
Delegate Jones read the following re- 
port: 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE 
FROM THE AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TION OF LABOR TO THE CANA- 
DIAN TRADES AND LABOR CON- 
GRESS. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Delegates:— 


Most cordially I wish to thank you 
for the honor bestowed upon me, as 
your fraternal delegate to the Can- 
adian Trades and Labor Congress, held 
in the City of Quebec, in September, 
and desire to submit to you the follow- 
ing report: 

Addresses of welcome were delivered 
by Sir Lomer Gouin, Premier of Que- 
bec, and Sir George Garneau, Mayor 
of Quebec, Reports and business in 
French and English. The Congress was 
also addressed by Mr. Will Crooks, 
Labor Member of Parllament of the 
Imperial House. , 

With a splendid attendance of thor- 
ough representative characters, which 
showed in the initiative of this great 
Convention that the work to be done 
would be done in a representative 
manner, and with credit not only to 
the delegates and their several organ- 
izations, but to the entire labor world, 
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the Congress was in session five and 
a half days, with one session extend- 
ing to midnight. 

To use a very expressive, but perhaps 
inelegant, phrase, every delegate was 
“right on the job.” Good, clean, honest 
men, who sat erect In their seats, with 
eyes and minds glued right to the 
business in hand. Those men were 
there for the purpose of helping their 
fellows with their legislation, and they 
were real statesmen in that they saw 
more than just the personality of seif 
or opponent. 

They watched closely the proceed- 
ings; they delved deeply into the 
questiong before them, and they tried 
to see clearly, for they knew and felt 
the weight of responsibility. They 
were living in the present and work- 
ing for the future. 

Alfonse Verville presided, a member 
of Parliament from Canada, and an 
estimable gentleman, a man as big in 
heart as the position he holds in the 
country. M. Draper is secretary 
of the Congress, another gentleman 
of whom it may well be said. “He loves 
a man because he is a man, and 
therefore is a brother.” 


Liberality of spirit seemed to be 
the governin motive of these peo- 
ple, and this will be emphasized 
when I state that even in the election 
of officers, all of which were closely 
contested, some being decided by one 
and two votes, the utmost good feeling 
existed, and none congratulated the 
winners more heartily than the losers 


These people showed that they were 
deeply interested in the great and 
growing future of the International 
Trades Union movement, and they were 
loyalty personified toward the interna- 
tional movement as against the nation- 
al—or Canada for adians—move- 
ment. They believe, and proved their 
belief by their actions, that the trades 
union movement can not and should 
not be an affair left to each country 
to work out by itself. They not only 
recognized the futility of this, but they 
recognized its utter selfishness. 

This was the 25th annual gathering 
of the Congress, and when it Is stated 
that delegates were present from every 
industrial centre n Canada, from 
Victoria, B. C., in the far West, to 
Sydney, N. S., in the extreme East, It 
is not only made clear that It was a 
very representative body, but an im- 
portant one. 

There were represented In the Con- 
gress 102 delegates, representing 22 trade 
and labor councils, and 68 international 
local trades unions. 

Jurisdictional disputes were conspicu- 
ous by their absence. 

The union labels were given close 
attention, and strong resolutions were 
passed encouraging locals and central 
bodies to popularize them in their re- 
spective localities. 

In fact, the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress appears to be wholly 
designed for the purpose of securing 
legislative enactments that will be of 
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lasting and effective value to the men 
and women of labor. It may also be 
added that their work has not been in 
vain, if that be its mission, by & 
reference to the valuable work it has 
done along this line. 

While the Congress seems to be 
working for improved conditions of the 
workers of Canada along legislative 
Mines—looking to the Government for 
the needed rellef, they seem far [rom 
disposed to plunge the workers Into the 
tempestuous uncertain sea of partisan 
politics—but rather along sane and 
conservative lines. They pin their 
faith on the justness of their cause 
and the reasonableness of their de- 
mands. Notwithstanding the Congress 
was composed of delegates speaking 
two different languages—French and 
English—one not understanding the 
other, one distinctive and crowning 
virtue stood out boldly and was made 
manifest more than once during the 
deliberations of the Congress, the 
loyalty of the Canadian Trades Unionist 
—French and English—to the inter- 
national Trades Union movement—as 
exemplified by the American federa- 
tion of Labor. We have no more loyal 
adherents and advocates of the Inter- 
national Trades Union movement than 
can be found in the Canadian ‘Trades 
and Labor Congress. The National 
movement—or Canada for Canadians 
policy—is as odious to these people as 
the non-union, or open shop policy ts 
to the men and women of labor in the 
States. They are not indifferent to the 
activity of certain people in the inter- 
est of this alleged nationa] movement, 
and the support it might, and no doubt 
did receive from certain quarters, but are 
doing their utmost to overcome such 
influence, and with the aid of the A. F. 
of L. the Congress will soon eradicate 
this national “plague.” 


From the tenor of the arguments 
during the discussion of a peace reso- 
lution, it was plain that, while our 
Canadian brothers are loyal subjects 
of Great Britain, it will take more than 
a fancied insult to that country, or an 
attack on commercial interest to arouse 
them to arms against their fellow- 
workers of America or any other coun- 
try. The following terse resolution by 
our honored delegate from the Con- 
gress, Brother F. Bancroft, may not be 
inappropriate, and very concisely puts 
the situation: 

Resolved, as the capitalists cause all 
war, therefore resolved that they be 
allowed to do all the fighting. 


The following resolution by Delegate 

Simpson is embraced tn this report, 
feeling sure it will meet with & 
response from this body. 

THAT WHEREAS nearly one hundred 
years have elapsed since the war tin 
1812-14, which was terminated under 
conditions abolishing armaments of 
war along the International frontier 
between Canada and the United States, 
and the effects of an unbroken century 
of peace and goodwill between the 
two countries hag attracted the atten- 
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tion of the whole world; therefore, be 
it resolved, that this convention en- 
dorse the action of the Canadian Peace 
Association In petitioning the Govern- 
ment of Canada to join the United 
States in holding a demonstration tn 
commemoration of this event of such 
world-wide significance, and recom- 
mend that all wage workers of Canada 
sign the petitions to be circulated and 
presented to his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor-General of Canada in Councii.— 
Concurred in. 

In the report or the Executive Coun- 
cil, one of the most important recom- 
mendations was that calling a conven- 
tion of the citizens of Canada for the 
purpose of presenting the views of 
those opposed to the advocation or 
militarism, to the Parllament. In ex- 
planation of their recommendation they 
stated that they opposed the introduc- 
tion of military training in Schoois, 
and the expenditure of such vast sums 
of money for the maintenance of such 
institution, thereby sowing the seea 
of love for war in the on-coming gen- 
eration. 

This Executive Board also reported 
that a Minister of Labor had been ap- 
pointed in the Dominion Cabinet, and 
expressed their idea that this Minister 
would be of very great beneficial] help 
to the workers of the Dominion. 

Referring to the right of the workers 
to strike, they stated that this rignt 
would never be relinquished willingly. 
under the provisions of the Industriat 
Disputes and Investigation Act, lw, 
which question they stated was made 
unmistakably plain in the wording of 
said Act. 

Speaking of the present Convention. 
which we haye the honor of holding 
in Toronto, I shall give their exact 
words, as I deem this expression one 
of interest to the entire convention 
here assembled: 

“It is with the greatest pleasure that 
we refer to the Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
be held in Toronto in November next. 
It will do much to cement the strong 
friendship already existing among the 
organized workers of North America, 
and its coming will do much to silence 
the attacks of some of the employing 
classes in Canada who, for a purpose, 
are so thoroughly in favor of a strictly 
Canadian organization. Organizea 
labor throughout Canada extends to 
the American Federation of Labor the 
warmest welcome, and best wishes for 
success. 


In speaking of the Exclusion Act, 
presented to Parllamient by the Hon- 
orable Senator McMullen, and its de- 
feat, the Ex-Com. said that the defeat 
of this Act spoke well for the fairness 
of the Senators who a majority 


defeated the Act which would have 
excluded from Canada all officers of 
international trade unions, 

They reported that the depression of 
times had thrown many out of work, 
but that a wave of prosperity was now 
in sight, and that in a short time all 
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workers would again be back in em- 
ployment. 

In addressing itself to the American 
Federation of Labor and their struggle 
to maintain the rights of free speech 
and free press, the Executive Com- 
mittee submitted the following: 

Your Executive need hardly refer to 
the great struggle being waged by the 
A. F. of L. for the maintenance of the 
rights of free speech and a free press. 
That is something that every delegate 
is familiar with. Canadians recognize 
that the fight is one that is common 
to all organized workers, and they 
quite understand that the struggle in 
the United States is but the preiude 
to the same sort of endeavor to crusn 
out the unions that will be made in 
Canada. Greed knows no flag. The 
sympathy of Canadian workers is hear- 
tily and sincerely with President 
Gompers in the great fight that he Is 
making, and the best wishes of the 
Congress are offered to him for his 
ultimate success. We cannot too 
strongly emphasize our position that 
the injunction process must not be 
abused as it has been, both In the 
United States and in Canada. It 18 
a "back door” procedure that must be 
sparingly and cautiously used. Nor 
should it ever be granted to prevent 
a free and full discussion of the rela- 
tions between capital and labor. There 
is, after all, something worse than 
“contempt” of Court, and that Is de- 
fiance of the Court. It is to be hoped 
that the day will never come when the 
respect now given by our people to 
the judges of the land will be re- 
placed by any other feeling, but if, 
as Junius says, “the subject who 18 
truly loyal wil) neither advise nor sub- 


mit to arbitary measures,” then 
organized workmen in common with 
other citizens wlll maintain’ their 


rights at whatever cost, 


The Executive Committee for British 
Columbia in their report stated that 
the workers had not met so continu- 
ously the menace of the immigrants, 
such as the Asiatics, Japanese and 
Hindus, this year as they had previous 
years, since the protest made on be- 
half of the laboring people through 
the Trades and Labor Congress. 

The Executive Committee for the 
Province of Quebec stated that again 
Mr. Verville. President of the Congress. 
had been elected to the House of 
Commons by a majority larger than 
any candidate before in the entire 
country had ever obtained. 

The nomination of Mr. Louis Beuloin, 
member of their Provincial Executive 
Committee, as second vice-president of 
the International Union of Machinists, 
was mentioned with pleasure, while 
the nomination of Mr. Thos, fisher, 
also a member of the same committee, 
for sixth vice-president of the Palnt- 
ers, was mentioned with a great deal 
of fervor. Perhaps it would be well to 
quote their language: “In congratu- 
lating them heartily, we must say tnat 
there is nothing better calculated to 
tighten the bonds of brotherhood and 
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friendship between the two nations 
than such appointments of our union 
men to elevated positions in Interna- 
tfonal unions, and we hope that be- 
fore long all unions will follow tne 
same example.” 

This same committee reported that 
the Legislative Council had refused to 
discuss the bill presented them for the 
abolition of property qualifications for 
candidacy for office, and recommended 
that the only recourse left was to Or- 
ganize a campaign for the abolition 
of the Legislative Council for the Pro- 
vince of Quebec. 

The National Movement was reported 
by this same committee to be “circum-. 
scribed and unimportant.” The daily 
papers reported a National Typographi- 
cal Union as being organized, but 
after investigation, was found to be 
unsupported. 

A resolution by Delegate P. M. 
Draper calling attention to the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Jos. Ainey, of the Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, as 
Organizer for the American Federation 
of Labor, was adopted, and stated that 
they thought no better choice could 
have been made. 

Each and every Province showed con- 
siderable legislative work accomplish- 
ed, and further legislation started with 
splendid hopes for its success, ‘rhe 
interest and tenacity shown by the 
members of organized labor in Canada 
with regard to legislative matters is 
indeed commendable, and will no doubt 
redound to ultimate good in the 
future. 

Mr. C. L. Bain, secretary-treasurer of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, was invited by the presi- 
dent to speak. He gave a brief but most 
splendid review of some important 
measures confronting both the work- 
ers in Canada and the United States. 
He was received enthusiastically and 
with pleasure by the assemblage. 

Discussion was entered into with re- 
gard to the Salvation Army and their 
part in the immigration of foreign- 
ers as workers. 


The report on immigration was de- 
voted largely to the means of the Sal- 
vation Army, and their indiscriminate 
immigration tactics. 


The report of Parliamentary Solici- 
tor O’Donghue was received with in- 
terest. His report showed that the 
most important measures from an 
organized labor standpoint were the 
creation of a Department of Labor and 
the appointment of a responsible Min- 
ister: the defeat of the McMullen Bill 
to exclude officers of international 
trade unlons, and an increase In the 
salaries of letter carriers. 


A lengthy report was made by the 
Executive Committee in regard to 
many questions which had been re- 
ferred to them during the last meet- 
ing. A few of their recommendations 
will show what the Canadian Congress 
fs striving to do along these lines. 

The Federated Asroclatinn of Letter 
Carriers expressed their thanks to the 
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Congress for their persistent effor:s: 
in their behalf in seturing better con- 
ditions through the last Parliament, 
and requested that a move be put un 
toot to secure a universal eight-hour 
work day; which request Was granted, 
by concurring in their resolutions. 

One important protest was made by 
the Congress, against the employment 
of private constables and police by 
private corporations, with the san.e 
powers that the regularly appoint.i 
police and constables of the Goveri- 
ment have, and asked that a law be 
passed making this unlawful, and that 
where additional protection was neces- 
sary that the municipality put on extra 
forces and pay such expense. 

Resolutions were adopted express- 
ing their disapproval of aggressive 
warfare, and asked that before the 
Government of Canada undertook any 
change in the laws that the questivn 
be submitted to the people of Canaua 
by referendum vote. 

The action of the A. F. of bk, In 
placing another organizer In the ter- 
ritory of Eastern Canada and New- 
foundland was endorsed. 


Through a resolution, presented by 
Delegate John T, Richardson, of the 
Toronto District Labor Council, and 
adopted by the Congress, the Provin- 
cial Legislature will be requested to 
prohibit the sale or purchase of any 
second-hand bottles or jars, and will 
also be requested that the Legislature 
prohibit any person, firm, or corpor- 
ation from selling any goods or mer- 


chandise in any such second-hand 
bottle or jar. The reason for this was 
set forth in a manner unmistakably 


true, when it was stated that much 
disease was caused by dirty bottles and 
jars being collecte {rom garbage 
barrels, alleys, and other unsanitary 
places, causing much sickness. 


The Congress -e-endorsed the stamp 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Inter- 
national Union as the only bona fide 
union stamp in the shoe trade entitled 
to the support of organized labor. 


A resolution offered by Delegate G. 
M. Dupont, of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union, of Montreal, was adopted, pro- 
viding that the Congress use its In- 
fluence to get the Government to have 
all the uniforms of the civil and rail- 
way employes manufactured by union 
labor and bear the union label. 


I find our friends active with re- 


gard to the universal short work day, 
and much energy being put forth to 
shorten the hours of work. 

Among the officers of the Congress 
named are nine vice-presidents, eacn 
representing their respective Provin- 
ces, and to them largely is entrusted 
the legislative work of the Congress 
for that territory. A reading of their 
respective reports gives evidence or 
effective work in that direction. 

The following officers were elected 
for the current ser; 

President, William Glockling, ‘or- 
onto. 
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Vice-president, Gustave Francgq. 
Montreal. 
Secretary-Treasurer, P. M. Draper, 
Ottawa. 


Delegate to the American F. 
Fred Bancroft, Toronto. 

On the subject of immigration a re- 
port submitted showed that immı- 
grants from the U. S. for 1%sS-09 num- 
bered 59,832. These were chiefly farin- 
ers and their dependents, with both 
capital, stock, and agricultural ex- 
perience. 

Active steps were taken to relleve the 
members of the United ‘Mine Workers 
of Glace Bay, and a resolution was 
passed demuncing the  Provineiai 
Workmen’s Association for the kidnap- 
ping of Pat McDougal. 

I cannot close this report without 
returning thanks to the Congress and 
to the people of Quebec for the Kina 
and hospitable and more than gener: us 
manner in which your representat.ve 
was received and treated. Every cour- 
tesy and consideration was shown, and 
on every hand was it made manifest 
that a trade unlonist is at home in any 
country where trades unionists abide. 
In the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress the A. F. of L. have true and 
loyal brothers, men whose zeal and 
devotion to the International Trades 
Unions’ cause cannot be questioned. 

They stand ready to strengthen tne 
bonds of brotherhood of all the tollers 
of the civilized nations, and strengthen 
and bring about a greater degree Of 
co-operation and solidarity. 

The men do not lack in patriotism; 
there is no task they would not will- 
ingly undertake to preserve the bond 
of fraternity and good will existing 
between the international unions of 
Canada and the United States. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JEROME JONES. 
On motion, the report was received 
and made part of the records of the 
Convention. 


President Gompers announced the dis- 
tribution to various committees of the 
following portions of the President’s re- 
port and the report of the Executive 
Council: 


Reference of President’s Report. 


“Organization and Growth,” to the 
Committee on Organization; “Summary 
of Injunctions, Contempt and Appeals.” 
to the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Free Speech—Free Press,” to the Com- 
mittee on President's Report; “Court of 
Appeals Decision.” to the Committee on 
President's Report: “Legislation—Anti- 
Trust Law—lInjunctions,” to the Com- 


of la. 


e 


mittee on President’s Report; “Injunc- 
*jons,” to the Committee on President’s 
Report: “Eight-Hour Bill,” to the Com- 
mittee on President’s Report; “Employ- 
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ers’ Liability and Automatic Compensa- 
tion Laws,” to the Committee on Presi- 


dent’s Report; "Department of Labor,” | 


to the Committee on President's Report; 
“Ship Subsidy Bill,” to the Committee 
on President’s Report; “Asiatic Exclu- 
sion.” to the Committee on President’s 
Report; “Census Bill,” to the Committee 
on President’s Report; “Convict Labor,” 
to the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Child Labor,” to the Committee on 
President’s Report; “Immigration,” to 
the Committee on Resolutions; “Litiga- 
tion,” to the Committee on President's 
Report; “The Boycott—Judicial Opin- 
ion,” to the Committee on President’s 
Report; ‘“Labor’s Practical Political 
Action,” to the Committee on President’s 
Report; “Department and Labor Confer- 
ence,” to the Committee on Resolutions; 
“Industrial Education,” to the Commit- 
tee on Education; “European Tour,” to 
the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Fraternity of Labor,” to the Committee 
on Resolutions: “Hatters’ Strike—Steel 
Workers’ Strike,” to the Committee on 
President’s Report; “Porto Rican Move- 
ment,” to the Committee on President’s 
Report; 
the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Labor Press,” to the Committee on 
President’s Report; “Organizers,” to the 
Committee on President’s Report. 


REFERENCE OF REPORT OF EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL. 


“Affiliation, International Unions,” to 
the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Organization,” to the Committee on 
Organization; “Brewery Workers—Fire- 
men—Teamsters—Engineers,” to the 
Committee on Adjustment; “Glass Bottle 
Blowers—Flint Glass Workers,” to the 
Committee on Resolutions; “Electrical 
Workers,” to the Committee on Law; 
“Protests and Appeals,” to the Commit- 
tee on Law; ‘Wood Workers—Carpen- 
ters,” to the Committee on Adjurtment; 
“Amalgamated Carpenters—U. B. of Car- 
penters,” Committee on Building Trades; 
“Machin{fsts—Elevator Constructors,” to 
the Committee on Adjustment; “Interna- 
tional Association of Car Workers— 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen,” to the 
Committee on Adjustment; “Interna- 
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers,” to the 
Committee on Adjustment; “Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators,” to the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment: “Sheet Metal 
Workers—Stove Mounters.” to the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment; "Paper Hangers 


“American Federationist,” to — 


—Painters,” to the Committee on Ad- 
justment; “Strike of Swedish Workmen,” 
to the Committee on Resolutions; 
“Union Label Trades Department,” to 
the Committee on Union: Label; "Rail- 
rcad Employees’ Department,” to the 
Committee on Organization; “Union 
Label Law Digest,” to the Committee on 
Union Label; “General Rules Governing 
Departments of the American Federation 
of Labor,” to the Committee on Law; 
“Buck’s Stove and Range Company In- 
Junction Sult—Contempt Proceedings,” 
to the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Legal Defense before the Courts,” to 
the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Legislation,” to the Committee on 
President's Report; “Libel Suit,” to the 
Committee on President’s Report; “Uni- 
form Laws to Protect Human Life,” to 
the Committee on President’s Report; 
“Some Supreme Court Decisions,” to the 
Committee on President’s Report; “Old 
Age Pensions,” to the Committee on 
Resolutions: “Industrial Education,” to 
the Committee on Education; "Immigra- 
tion,” to the Committee on Resolutions; 
“Organized Farmers,” to the Committee 
on Resolutions; “Extraditi-n of Russian 
and Mexican Fugitives,” to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions; “Conservation of 
Natural Resources,” to the Committee on 
Education; “Compensation and Liabil- 
ity,” to the Committee on Resolutions; 
“Anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,” to the 
Committee on Resolutions; ‘President 
Gompers’ European Trip,” to the Com- 
mittee on President’s Report; “Lincoln 
Centennial Observance,” to the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions; “The Passing of 
Vice-President Max Morr'- and ex-Sec- 
retaries August McCraith and Frank K. 
Foster,” to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions: “We Don’t Patronize,” to the Com- 
mittee on Labels; “Conclusion,” to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 


President Gompers—The chair desires 
to say a word in regard to the lecture 
of Dr. William H. Tolman, we saw and 
heard here last Monday evening. Per- 
haps there is no one thing more deserv- 
ing of the consideration of our fellow- 
workers than the safety and protection 
of the lives and limbs of the men and 
women of labor. I am quite confident 
that in no country on the face of the 
globe are there so many workers ground 
to death and maimed as there are in 
America: and there is, perhaps, no coun- 
try, certainly no civilized country, in 
which there is such backwardness in the 
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devices for the protection of life and 
‚ınb as obtains in America. Dr. Tolman 
.3 very earnestly engaged in spreading 
ine light, in order that the best known 
Gevices may be placed in all our indus- 
tries to protect life and limb and health. 
During the early part of the Convention, 
I mentioned the fact of a visit in 
Munich, Germany, to the museum where 
are exhibited safety devices for the pro- 
tection of life and limb and for the best 
possible sanitary conditions. It is one 
of the museums established In Germany 
vo that the people may become educated 
to what science has done and to insist 
upon th2 Installation of these devices for 
the protection of their lives, their limbs 
and their health. Dr. Tolman has in 
view bringing about the establishment 
of a number of just such museums in 
America, and in a talk I had the 
pleasure of having with him, he desired 
that this matter should come before the 
Convention and that a committee might 
be appointed or selected, or perhaps the 
Executive Council authorized, to co- 
operate with him and others in any 
movement to bring about the best pos- 
sible means of education to the people 
of all the continent, in order that we 
may stop this holacaust of human des- 
truction. 

Treasurer Lennon—I move that the 
matter be referred to the Committee on 
Education. (Seconded and carried.) 


President Gompers announced that the 
special order of business for ten o’clock 
Thursday morning would be addresses 
by the Fraternal Delegates to the Con- 
vention. 


Delegate Conners moved that the 
chairman appoint a special committee to 
prepare resolutions on the death of Earl 
E. Russ. 


The motion was seconded and carried, 
and President Gompers appointed as 
such special committee, Delegate Con- 
ners, Chairman; Delegate Proebstle, and 
Delegate Agnes Nestor. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 


Providence, R.I., Nov. 10, 1909. 
Frank Morrison, Secretary American 
Federation of Labor Convention, To- 
ronto, Canada: 
Providence C. F. 
Convention. 
CHARLES B. MALPUS, 


Recording Secretary. 
Secretary Morrison read a communica- 


U. sends greeting to 
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tion from Hugh McCaffery, Correspond- 
ing Secretary Ancient Order of Hiber- 
nians of York County, inviting delegates 


"who are members of the A. O. H. to 


attend the meetings of that organiza- 
tion during their stay in the city. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Professor Frances Squire 
Potter, General Corresponding Secretary 
of the National American Woman Suf- 
frage Association. 


Professor Potter spoke at some length 
in behalf of the cause she represents, 
and said in part: This is, of course, a 
great age of federations. I have spoken 
of what I regard as the educational in- 
fluence of your own federation. It has 
practically put into effect its principles 
of education more than perhaps any 
other federation of the civilized world, 
and s0 strongly do I feel on this sub- 
ject, that I think it would be justice 
for any man or woman belonging to a 
trade or a profession which has a union, 
and who refuses to stand by that union, 
to be debarred from the advantages the 
trade unions have brought about. There 
are other federations which have come 
together and which are working under 
difficulties with which you should be 
qualified to sympathize. You are looking 
forward to the time when there will be 
no strikes, no starvation, no injustice; 
when there shall be universal peace. 
There is another great federation In this 
country, the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. They are not an army ready to 
direct their forces at any given moment 
to any given point as you are. Twenty 
years ago they were united in little art 
and literary clubs; to-day they are or- 
ganized for civic and municipal activi- 
ties. Their municipal and political ac- 
tivities continually are growing, and at 
their next meeting there is to be in their 
platform the question of woman suffrage 
put before them. Many of the largest 
women’s clubs in the country have al- 
ready stood for it and are agitating for 
it. 


The suffrage movement has grown 
within the last year or two into a me- 
teoric movement; it is one of world- 
wide importance at the present time. 
The women of Finland are sitting in 
legislative bodies; the women of the 
British Isles already have the vote on 
equal qualifications with men on every 
point except the Parliamentary vote. 
The women of the Scandanavian Penin- 
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sula, the women of New Zealand and 
Australia have the vote. Only four 
States of our Union have it on equal 
qualifications with men. 

You all know the indignation you feel 
when anyone makes an offer to buy 
your vote, or when coercion is brought 
tu bear upon you to influence your vote, 
but you men do not know the indignity 
of not having a vote either to sell or to 
be coerced. You do not know the indig- 
nation the American women felt when 
the Committee on Tariff Reform said to 
us, “You can go back to your homes and 
talk these things over in your women’s 
clubs and other harmless organizations, 
but your opinion will not influence us.” 
On the day this reply was given to 
women who sought to influence the com- 
mittee on tariff reform in favor of ar- 
ticles in general use by women, a very 
polite hearing was given a committee of 
lumber men. 


You have, at your previous Conven- 
tions, offered suffrage resolutions, for 
which we are extremely grateful, and 
I trust that before this Convention is 
closed, you will repeat, and perhaps 
intensify, those resolutions. With many 
other of our officers, I have hoped that 
in America no militant suffrage move- 
ment will be necessary. We have not 
had the political training the English 
women have had, but we have had some- 
thing different from what they have 
had, and which, I believe, will dominate 
our campaign. I refer to our public 
school system. We have that system 
which makes democrats. and our men 
and women have gone through that sys- 
tem together. They have gone through 
the high schools of the country, and in 
our Western States, through our State 
Universities together. 


Every bit of our propaganda literature 
that goes out hus the Union Label on 
it. We call the attention of women 
coming to our headquarters to buy this 
literature to that Label, and ask them 
to employ it themselves. When, this 
fall, a matter of printing of some im- 
portance came up at the end of a week, 
and we could not get a Union printer 
to do the work, we held it over to the 
following week, rather than give it to 
@ non-union printer. I think women are 
rather afraid of the word “machinery.” 
To us it means jar and jangle and 
danger and bloodshed. But when one 
goes into the hall of modern machinery, 
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and sees the machinery carrying the 
largest wheel in the world revolving 
noiselessly and smoothly, and the other 
wheels going on in silence around it, 
one begins to see the poetry of machin- 
ery. It is a demonstration of power 
so sure, so silent; it moves with the 
stillness of the earth turning on its 
axis; it is not machinery we will be 
afraid of, as we were of the antiquated 
machinery that did not use the energy 
of society, and therefore was dangerous 
to society. And women’s energy has 
justified itself as already being in the 
life of this country, and it ought to get 
into the machinery of the country; and 
if our organizations could co-operate in 
reasonableness, we could not only per- 
fect the machinery of our country, but 
we could lift the whole machinery, and 
sustain it in the upper air. 

I thank you for your attention, and 
ask you for your co-operation and for 
your resolutions. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor— 
Greeting: 

We, your Committee on Rules and 
Order of Business, beg leave to submit 
the following report: 

RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the 
following rules for the government of 
the Convention: 

Rule 1—The Convention shall be 
called to order at 9 a. m, remain in ses- 
sion until 12 o’clock noon, reassemble at 
2 p. m. and continue in session until 
6.30 p. m., except on Saturday, which 
shall be a half-holiday. 

Rule 2—If a delegate, while speaking, 
be called to order, he shall, at the re- 
quest of the Chair, take his seat until 
the question of order is decided. 

Rule 3—Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the 
Chair shall decide who Is entitled to the 
floor. 

Rule 4—No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks except it be to 
call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question 
until all who wish to speak shall have 
had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice on the same question 
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without permission from the Conven- 
tion. 

Rule 7—Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 8—A motion shall not be open 
for discussion until it has been sec- 
onded and stated from the Chalr. 

' Rule 9—At the request of five mem- 
bers, the mover of a motion shall be re- 
quired to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10—When a question is pending 
before the Convention, no motion shall 
be in order, except to adjourn, to refer, 
for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain 
time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 11—Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable, except as limited 
by Roberts’ Rules of Order. 

Rule 12—A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, 
and shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13—That the reports of commit- 
tees shall be subject to amendments and 
substitutes from the floor of the Con- 
vention, the same as other motions and 
resolutions. 

Rule 14—Any delegate failing to pre- 
sent his card within 30 minutes after 
the Convention is called to order shall 
be marked absent, but in the event of 
unavoidable absence he may so report 
to the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 15—It shall require at least 30 
members to move the previous ques- 
tion. 


Rule 16—All resolutions shall bear 
the signature of the introducer and the 
title of the organization he represents. 

Rule 17—No motion or resolution 
shall be voted upon until the mover or 
introducer has had a chance to speak, 
if he or she so desires. 


Rule 18—No resolutions shall be re- 
ceived after Friday’s session, Novem- 
ber 12, without unanimous consent of 
the Convention. 


Rule 19—When a roll-coll vote has 
been taken, and all delegates or dele- 
gations present have had the oppor- 
tunity to record their votes, the ballot 
shall be declared closed. 


Rule 20—When a roll-call ballot has 
been ordered, no adjournment shall take 
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place until the result 
nounced. 

Rule 21—Roberts’ Rules shall be the 
gulde on all matters not herein pro- 
vided. 


Rule 22—The main body of the hall 
shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


has been am 


1—Reading Minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with un- 
less called for. 
ei 2 —Report of Committee on Creden- 
als. 

3—Report of Officers. 

4—Report of Regular Committees. 

5—Report of Special Committees. 

6—Unfinished Businesa. 

7—New Business. 

8—Election of Officers. 

9—Good of the Federation. 
10—Adjournment. 


D. W. OTTINGER, Chairman; 
FRANK L. RIST, 

J. T. CAREY, 

JOHN SULLIVAN, 

JAMES REID, 

DAVID KIRBY, 

THOMAS BUTLER, 

M. MURPHY, 

W. G. POWLESLAND, 

E. T. STEVENSON, 

JAMES RAYMOND, 

C. W. WILKERSON, 

ABRAM ROSENBERG, 
THOMAS RUMSEY, Secretary. 


A motion was made and seconded, 
that the report of the Committee be con- 
curred in. 

In reply to a question by Delegate 
Conners in regard to Order No. 18, Vice- 
President Duncan said: “I desire to 
call the attention of the delegates to 
the fact that No. 18 is about one day 
in conflict with the Constituion on the 
subject. The Constitution limits the In- 
troduction of resolutions to the first 
four days of the Convention. 

Delegate Ottinger, Chairman of the 
Committee—We took this matter into 
consideration, and followed the prece- 
dent established by former Conventions, 
inasmuch as the first morning session 
was given up to speech-making and 
resolutions could not really get into the 
hands of the committees until Wednes- 
dav. 

Vice-President Duncan discussed the 
question briefly, and stated that. In the 
Denver Convention, the time for intre- 
ducing resolutions did not expire until 
the close of the Friday afternoon ses- 
Bion because the delegates had been en- 
tertained by the International Typo- 
graphical Union on Wednesday at the 
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‚ Union Printers Home at Colorado 


Springs. 


The question was discussed briefly 
by Secretary Morrison, Delegate Con- 
nors and Delegate Lynch. 


Delegate Hall—I move to amend the 
motion before the house by adopting 
the report of the Committee along the 
constitutional line of four days, and 
at this time give unanimous consent to 
the introduction of resolutions on Fri- 
day. 

The motion was further discussed by 
Delegate de Nedry and Delegate Ottin- 
ger. 


Delegate McCullough—The report of 
the Committee on Rules is strictly in 
accordance with a rigid application of 
the Constitution. It says resolutions 
may be introduced by unanimous con- 
sent; and if we adopt this report of the 
committee, extending the time one day 
beyond the constitutional limit, it is 
tantamount to giving unanimous consent 
by this Convention up to the close of 
the session of Friday afternoon. I do 
not see why there should be and discus- 
sion or difference of opinion on that. 


President Gompers—If the report of 
the Committee on that subject is adopt- 
ed unanimously, that will be the con- 
struction placed upon it. 

Delegate Wilson (N. B.)—I rise to 
ask unanimous consent of this Conven- 
tion that that construction of the re- 
port in regard to the introduction of 
resolutions be agreed to. 

There being no objections, President 
Gompers announced that the request 
of Delegate Wilson was agreed to. 

Delegate Tanquary discussed the first 
rule briefly, and moved as an amend- 
ment that the hour for convening the 
morning sessions be changed from 9 
o’clock to 10 o’clock. 

The report of the Committee on Rules 
and Order of Business, as a whole, was 
adopted by a unanimous vote. 

A motion was made and carried, that 
when the Convention adjourned, it be 
to reconvene at 9 a. m., Thursday, No- 
vember lith 

Announcements were made by the 
chairmen of the different committees 
of meetings to be held during the after- 
noon and evening. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
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duced and referred by President Gom- 
pers to the proper committees: 


Resoolution No. 1.—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle, of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, The United States Steel 
Corporation is waging a war of exter- 
mination against organized labor in its 
mills, and on its transportation lines, 
and has committed itself to the policy 
of operating all branches of its business 
non-union, and 

WHEREAS, In carrying out this pol- 
icy it can only be a question of time un- 
til every union man in its employ must 
either forfeit his union membership or 
his employment, thereby weakening ma- 
terially several affiliated organizations, 
and encouraging other corporations to 
begin conflicts with- organized labor; 
therefore, be it ; 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
cognizes the United States Steel Corpor- 
ation as the most formidable and ag- 
gressive enemy that the movement has 
to contend with; that we believe the 
thorough organization of all branches of 
its business is the most important and 
necessary work that could engage the 
attention, time and effort of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and its affill- 
ated national and international organi- 
zations, and that we recommend that a 
meeting be held during the sessions of 
the convention of the executive officers 
of all organizations represented. togeth- 
er with the President and Secretary of 
the A. F. of L., to consider and outline 
a campaign of organization among the 
emplovees of the United States Steel Cor- 
poration, and to consider and device 
ways and means of making the strikes 
of the affillated organizations, now pend- 
ing, more effective, to the end that they 
may be brought to a successful conclu- 
sion. 
ti Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

on. 


Resolution No. 2.—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith, of the Indiana State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The condition of organiz- 
ed labor in the city of Elkhart has be- 
come deplorable owing to the lack of 
attention shown by the A. F. of L., and 
the State Federation of Labor in pro- 
viding us with organizers, assistants; 


and 

WHEREAS, We realize that with the 
limited number of organizers employed 
by the A. F. of L., it would be impos- 
sible to give all cities the assistance re- 
quired; still we believe that after a 
number of years with absolutely no as- 
sistance whatever, that we are entitled 
to some consideration in this way from 
the A. F of L., especiallv in view of the 
fact that the existance of organized la- 
bor at Elkhart is at stake; therefore, be 


t 

RESOLVED, That the Elkhart C. L. VU. 
in session this 26th day of October, 1909, 
petition the A. F. of L. to provide this 
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city with an organizer as soon as pos- 
sible, to assist in building up organ 
trades in Elkhart; and, be it further 

RESOLVED. That a copy of these re- 
solutions be furnished O. P. Smith, dele- 
gate to Toronto, with instructions to 
Present the same to the convention for 
action. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resolution No. 3.—By Delegate John 
J. Manning, of the Laundry Workers’ In- 
ternational Union: 


WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union, 
by a referendum vote and a convention, 
has decided to waive jurisdiction over 
all shirt, shirt waist, collar and cuff cut- 
ters and operators, and all stock laun- 
dry workers, retaining jurisdiction over 
none but purely custom laundry workers; 
and, 

WHEREAS, This waiver of jurisdic- 
tion and consequent loss of membership 
and financial resources will retard the 
growth of our International Union ex- 
cept that assistance be rendered by the 
American Federation of Labor and its 
affiliated organizations: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American ederation of Labor 
is requested to instruct all the salaried 
organizers of the American Federation 
of Labor to give particular attention to 
the organizing of laundry workers, who 
are engaged in purely custom laundry 
work, during the coming year: and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil is requested to issue a circular let- 
ter to all afillated State and Central 


‘bodies, urging that their organizers or 


organizing committees do all in their 
power to organize the unorganized cus- 
tom laundry workers that may be in 
their vicinity or jurisdiction. 


di Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resoultion No. 4.—By Delegate H. B. 
Perham, of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
graphers: 


WHEREAS, Labor is constantlv com- 
plaining of the actions of United States 
Judges in the matter of issuing injunc- 
tions when there are no true grounds 
for such action and also respecting judi- 
cial decisions in cases affecting organiz- 
ed labor where the punishment does not 
fit the alleged offence: and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor has hith- 
erto taken no part in the selection of 
names for appointment of Judges for 
United States courts when vacancies 
have occurred or new courts have been 
created, while those whose Interests are 
antagonistic to organized labor have take 
en a very prominent part tn mentioning 
names for such positions: and 

WHEREAS, Vacancies on the Judicial 
Rench occur quite frequently and new 
courts are likely tn be established as 
the growth and progress of the country 
make them necessary; therefore. be It 

RESOLVED That the Fxecutive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
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bor be and is hereby authorized to select 
a committee of three members for the 
purpose of making recommendations to 
the President of the United States re- 
specting the appointment of Judges 
where it is the prerogative of the Presi- 
dent to make such appointment. ' 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 5.—By Delegate John 
P. Coughlin, of the Brooklyn, N. Y., Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has recognized the fact that the 
demand for an eight hour day is 
upon a sound economic principle, by 

ranting it to all workmen directly in 
ts employ; and, 

WHEREAS, The greater part of Gov- 
ernment work is let out by contract to 
private firms, who compel their men to 
work ten hours or more per day; and, 

WHEREAS, An eight hour bill cover- 
ing all Government work, contract or 
otherwise, has been pending in Con- 
gress for a number of years, where it 

as been pigeon-holed with an unfriend- 
3. committee, by the enemies of labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a letter be address- 
ed to each member of Congress, by the 
American Federation of Labor, and by 
all organizations affliated therewith, re- 
questing them to use their influence and 
vote to have the eight hour bill passed 
at the next session of Congress, and to 
have a clause inserted in each of the ap- 
propriation bills, providing that on all 
work performed under each appropria- 
tion, the working day shall not more 
than eight hours; be it further 

RESOLVED, That a committee of ten 
be appointed by this Convention, to wait 
upon President Taft, to urge upon him 
the advisability of recommending to Con- 
gress the passage of this just legisla- 
tion; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be authorized and instructed to make all 
the necessary arrangements for a great 
eight hour demonstration to be held in 
the city of Washington. D.C., during the 
next session of Congress, and that all 
Trade and Labor Unions In the country 
be invited to participate in the demon- 
stration. 

Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, Owen Miller, and Josepn 
Winkler, of the American Federation of 
Musicians: 

WI!T"RTWAS, The Third Assistant Post- 
mast. r-General has ruled that organiza- 
tens cannot pay for subscriptions of 
m-mbers for their official journals from 
the common funds of the organization, 
but must collect from each individual 
rember, leaving each member free to 


teke such official journal or not: and 
WHEREAS, This ruling, if enforced. 
will undoubtedly result in the suspen- 
sion of publication of most of the offi- 
clal journals of organized labor: and 
WHEREAS, Judging from recent de 
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velopments of the powers that be, to 
suppress free press and speech, this de- 
cision seems to be but another link 
added to the chain that is gradually be- 
ing forged to abridge the freedom of 
press and speech, more especially when 
same applies to organized labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 28th annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor that we emphatically protest this 
decision of the hird Assistant Post- 
master-General, on the ground that it is 
evidently a concerted effort to muzzle 
the Labor press, the only champion of 
the rights and liberty of the masses; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
this Federation be instructed to forward 
a copy of this resolution to every mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives and 
the United States Senate, coupled with 
a request to take this matter up with 
the proper officials with a view of hav- 
in ' ea? aforementioned decision an- 
ru 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 7—By Delegate John 
B. Lennon, Hugh Robinson and Thos. 
Sweeney, of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union of America, 
held in Buffalo, New York, during the 
month of August, 1909, passed the fol- 
lowing resolutions; and 

WHEREAS, The claim for jurisdiction 
as set forth in said resolutions by the 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union of America 
are in accord and in harmony with the 
recognized rights of the Journeymen 
Tailors to jurisdiction over custom tall- 
oring made for strictly legitimate mer- 
chant tailors; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we recognize the right of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors’ Union of America to 
jurisdiction and control over all persons 
engaged in the manufacture of custom 
clothing for the legitimate merchant tail- 
oring firms of the United States and 
Canada within the jurisdiction of said 
organization. 


JURISDICTION. 


FIRST. That the J. T. U. of A. claim 
jurisdiction over all workers engaged in 
the manufacture of legitimate custom 
tailoring, no matter what system of 
work is used. 

SECOND. That we favor the creation 
of a federation composed of the J. T. U. 
of A., United Garment Workers and kin- 
dred clothing unions. 

THIRD. hat the above claim for 
jurisdiction by the J._T. U. of A. be 
presented to the A. F. of L. by our 
delegates to the A. F. of L. convention 
until the proposed jurisdiction is con- 
ceded. 

FOURTH. That the delegates elected 
by this convention to the A. F. of L. 
Convention be made a permanent com- 
mittee to carry into effect these recom- 
mendations after proper endorsement by 
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a referendum vote of the general mem- 
ership. 

FIFTH. That we recommend to all 
our members the substitution of the 
weekly system of work instead of the 
piece system. 

SIXTH. That this Convention, held in 
Buffalo, N.Y., recommend to the locals 
of the J. T. U. of A. and urge upon 
them to work for the establishment of 
conference committees between the mer- 
chant tailors and the local for the pur- 


ose of furthering and bettering the 
nterest of our craft. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 8.—By Delegate John 
B. Lennon, of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Trade Unionists of 
Sweden are now and have been for some 
months in a general lockout; and 

WHEREAS, Said lockout was in no 
way brought on by any unjust demand 
or action of our Swedish brothers, but 
was precipitated by the combined em- 
ployers in order to destroy the very ef- 
fective trade unions of Sweden; and, 

WHEREAS, The tollers of Sweden 
still remain solid and determined to 
maintain their unions, in order to pro- 
tect and promote their interests as wage 
earners; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the 29th Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L., extend to 
our Swedish brothers our very best 
wishes for their success, and pledge 
them our fullest support, both morally 
and financlally;: and further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. be and are hereby 
directed to issue a circular to all unlons 
in the United States and Canada, urg- 
ing contributions for the Swedish work- 
ers, in order that starvation shall not 
force them into submission; and fur- 


her 

RESOLVED, That Bro. Tholin, of Swe- 
den, be extended the privilege of the 
platform to explain the Swedish situa- 
on. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions 


Resolution No. 9.—By Delegates John 
B. Lennon, Hugh Robinson and Thos. 


Sweeney, of the Tailors’ International 
Union: 


WHEREAS, The system of homework 
where it prevails, establishes conditions 
which are both unsanitary and injurious 
to our trade by creating exceedingly long 
working hours and introducing non- 
union and child labor. The home work- 
shop varies as much as the condition f 
the home. But with all home work the 
following disadvantages cannot be avoid- 


ed: 
FIRST, Exceedingly long hours in the 


season. 

SECOND, Introduction of non-union 
and child labor. 

THIRD, Waste of the tailor’s time 
waiting for work or instructions during 
the day which compels him to work late 
in the night. 

FOURTH, Unsanitary conditions and 
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the danger of spreading contagious 
diseases. - 

FIFTH, The possibility of corrupt and 
unscrupulous elements introducing bri- 
bery to get an advantage over the 
honest workers. 

SIXTH, The introduction of middle- 
men taking work from several shops, 
exploiting their less fortunate brothers. 

The local authorities under whose 
jurisdiction the sanitary conditions of 
work shops has been placed are seldom 
efficient in putting their power into 
operation. Most of them wait for a 
complaint to be made before they will 
teke any action. 

RESOLVED, That we denounce any 
and all systems of work that makes of 
the home a factory, and pledge our best 
efforts to secure legislation to prevent 
it. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 10—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith, of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor guaran- 
tees to every national and international 
organization the right of self govern- 
ment under the laws of trades autonomy 
as defined therein; and 

WHEREAS, A conflict is waging in 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, through the decision of 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor in recognizing the 
past International Officers of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; therefore, be it . 

RESOLVED, That the Indiana State 
Federation of Labor deplores the exist- 
ence of this condition of affairs. and to 
the end that a speedy settlement mav 
be brought about the Executive Board 
of this body is instructed to address a 
communication under seal to the next 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, setting forth the conditions as 
they exist in the various cities. and 
should this body send a delegate to the 
Convention said delegate be instructed 
to work for and urge the speedy settle- 
ment of the matter. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 11—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith, of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 


The following resolution was adopted 
at the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention 
of the Indiana State Federation of 
Iahor, held at South Bend, September 
28, 29 and 30, 1909: 

RESOLVED, That the Indiana State 
Irederation of Labor at this Convention 
Instruct the delegates to this Convention 
to have their respective locals insist 
upon general organizers to be sent into 
the State representing their respective 
Internationals, that the State may be 
more thoroughly organized during the 
coming year; and, therefore, be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That an appeal be made 
te the American Federation of Labor at 
the Toronto Convention of that body, 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


either through the delegates represent- 
ing the Indiana Federation of Labor in 
that Convention or by communication 
asking the American Federation of 
Labor to assist the weaker Interna- 
tionals financially that Orvanizers may 
be placed in the State representing the 
oe Crafts affiliated with the A. F. 


tid forrea to Committee on Organiza- 


Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
P. O. Clerks: 


A Resolution seeking the assistance of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
Ontain legalized hours for clerks in Post 


WHEREAS, The Post Office Depart- 
ment is making a determined and com- 
mendable effort to economize in the mat- 
ter oe nabenölturen, that the so-called 

may wholely or 1 ped 
out; and y or In part wi 

EAS, The service Is nominall 

committed to an eight-hour day, and 
yet Post Office Clerks, who are only 
Federal Ctvil Service Employees without 
a law affixing their hours, are frequently 
worked hours In excess of eight hours a 
day or forty-eight hours a week, for 
lack of sufficient help: and 

WHEREAS, It Is believed retrench- 
ment in the public service should take 
other forms than to burden its poorest 
nald of all Government employees—the 
Post Office Clerks—by imposing on or 
exacting from them extra hours without 
additional compensation: and 

WHEREAS, This frequency of over- 
time has clearly demonstrated that the 
Post Office Clerks will never enjoy an 
eight-hour day or a forty-eight hour 
week until some law legalizing same is 
placed on the statute books: and 

REAS. We appreciate the many 
successful efforts the A. F. of L. has 
made to inaugurate the eieht-hour dav 
among workers, governmental or other- 
wise, and we renuest the moral support 
and kindly offices of the Federation to 

n our struggle fo - 
sion: therefore, be it ra like conces 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L. tn 
Convention assembled does go on record 
as favoring an eight-hour day or fortv- 
efrht-hour-a-week measure for Post 
Office Clerks, and does hereby Itnetruct 
its Lecislative Committee to strive for 
same such measure as mav now or may 
hr hereinafter introduced in the Con- 
eress of the United States. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 13—By Delegates E. 
Lewis Evans and Anthony McAndrew, 
of the Tobacco Workers International 
Union: 


WHEREAS, One of the great essen- 
tials in the promotion of the interests of 
Organized Labor rests in the patronage 
of the products produced by Union 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of the In- 
ternational Unions have adopted a Label 
to be used as a mark of distinction, dis- 
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tinguishing the union product from the 
non-union; and 

WHEREAS, Success in the creation of 
the largest possible demand for products 
bearing the Union Label depends upon 
the energy from all sources concentrated 
to that end; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all the commission- 
ed organizers be hereafter commissioned 
as Label Agents in addition to their com- 
mission as organizers; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor, when 
issuing commissions, shall so style them 
as to unite the duties of Organizer and 
Label Agent; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the instructions for 
the guidance of such commissioned offi- 
cers shall carry with them explicit ad- 
vice for the promotion of the Union 
Label and union labeled products; be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That such commisstoned 
officers shall, when making their reports 
to the office of the American Federation 
of Labor, fill in a special department of 
said report, information relative to the 
strength of the position that union 
labeled products hold in the various 
places visited by them. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 14—By Delegates E. 
Lewis Evans and Anthony McAndrew, 
of the Tobacco Workers’ International 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Experience has fully dem- 
onstrated the value of a Union Label to 
most of our Internationa] Unions; and 

WHEREAS, A much greater benefit is 
obtainable to our movement by a greater 
patronage of products bearing the Union 

bel: and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers 
have a Blue Label, which is placed upon 
all Union-made tobaccos; and 

WHEREAS, Union-labeled tobacco is 
not receiving the support that it should 
from the- members of trade Unions, 
which is evidenced by the fact that the 
Trust has now control of 90 per cent. 
of trade in manufactured tobaccos, hav- 
ing gained 10 per cent. of the total out- 
put during the last two years, which Is 
easily preventable at the hands of the 
members of this Federation, and pre- 
sents a sorry spectacle of the consist- 
ency of the members of our trade 
unlonists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That tobacco bearing the 
Union Label is entitled to a larger share 
of patronage by the members of this 
Federation than it has heretofore re- 
ceived: be {t further 

RESOLVED, That the members of this 
Federation of Trade Unions are earnest- 
ly requested and urged to lend their un- 
restricted assistance to the Tobacco 
Workers through a continued demand 
for tobaccos bearing the Blue Label. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 15—By Delegates 
Valentine, Frey, Humphrey, Wilkerson 
‚and Jordan, of the International Molders’ 
‘Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Molders 
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Union of North America has had juris- 
diction over all molders since its or- 
ganization, over fifty years ago; and 

WHEREAS, When the question of 
jurisdiction over Brass Molders was 
raised by the representatives of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union of 
North America, at the Boston Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor in 1903, unqualified and absolute 
jurisdiction .over all Molders was given 
to the International Molders Union of 
North America; and 

WHEREAS, The Metal Polishers, Buf- 
fers, Platers and Brass Workers Inter- 
national Union of North America, in 
direct violation of the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
decision of the Boston Convention of 
1903, has claimed jurisdiction over brass 
and other mixed metal molders, and 
has entered into an active campaign, 
having for its object the organization of 
brass and other mixed metal molders 
into thelr organization; and 

WHEREAS, This policy has created a 
condition which jeopardizes the welfare 
of the trade union movement; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the Metal Polishers, 
Buffers, Platers and Brass Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of North America be, 
and is hereby instructed to immediately 
cease its efforts to organize brass and 
other mixed metal molders and comply 
with the decision of the Boston Conven- 
tion of 1903 giving jurisdiction over all 
molders to the International Molders 
Union of North America; and, be it fur- 


ther 

RESOLVED, That should the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union of North 
America fail to comply with this reso- 
lution within thirty davs, that it shall 
be the duty of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
revoke the charter of the said organiza- 

on. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


PETITION AND CREATION OF 
FUNDS FOR GOMPERS, MITCHELL 
AND MORRISON IN RE. CONTEMPT 
PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution No. 16—By Harry De 
Veaux of the Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity: 
To the American Federation of Labor, 

in Convention assembled, Greeting: 

WHEREAS, Proceedings agaist the of- 
ficers of the American Federation of 
Labor were started on August 19th, 1907, 
by a stove and range company, against 
an alleged boycott upon this firm, which 
was given a hearing before Judge 
Gould of the Supreme Court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the result of which 
was the issuance of a temporary in- 
junction, restraining the defendants 
from prosecuting a so-called boycott on 
the products of the Bucks’ Stove and 
Range Company, which injunction was 
later made permanent: and 

WHEREAS, In the appeal to the Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia, 
references to the Bucks’ Stove and 
Range Company were alleged to continue 
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to appear in the official organ of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, “The Ameri- 
can Federationist,” and alleged refer- 
ences were made in writings and 
speeches, one incident being a meeting 
held by the Central Federated Union at 
the Grand Central Palace, in New York 
City: and 

WHEREAS, Upon the result of this 
hearing, Judge Wright of the Supreme 
Court of the District found the defend- 
ants guilty, and sentenced President 
Samuel Gompers, Vice-President Mitch- 
ell and Secretary Morrison to terms of 
One year, nine months and six months, 
respectively; and 

WHEREAS, Appeal was taken from 
this decision, and judgment having been 
rendered by the Court of Appeals of 
the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, on November 2nd, 1909, sus- 
taining the decision of Judge Wright; 
e 

RESOLVED, That the Central Federat- 
ed Union of Greater New York, represent- 
ing the largest city central labor body, 
through its duly elected representative, 
protests against this adverse decision of 
the Supreme Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and quote the dissenting 
opinion of Chief Justice Sheppard, in 
saying, “I have heretofore expressed the 
opinion that If the injunction order was 
null and void, because opposed to the 
constitutional provision concerning free- 
dom of speech and of the press,” and 
we request that this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, held in 
the City of Toronto, Canada, instruct 
all national, international and Federal 
labor unions, state federations and city 
central bodies to distribute at once to 
the general membership of the labor 
unions of this country, and to those citi- 
zens who object to the suppression of 
free speech and a free press, a petition 
for the purpose of filing a mighty pro- 
test with the President and the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and 
that the Executive Council of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor be empowered 
to create such funds as may be neces- 
sary to prevent the fulfillment of this 
sentence upon our representatives, Pre- 
sident Samuel Gompers, Vice-President 
John Mitchell and Secretary Frank Mor- 
rison, by means of an assessment upon 
the general membership of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor. and that no 
effort shall be spared to resist by lawful 
and constitutional means. any punish- 
ment rendered against the officials of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
any so-called violations of the constitu- 
tional rights of free speech and free 
press. 


Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity: 

WHEREAS, The Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, held 
ir San Francisco during the year 1904, 
adopted a resolution endorsing the re- 
ouest of the Actors National Protective 
Union, which said resolution requested 
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all State Federations and local city cen- 
tral bodies to assist the Actors National 
Protective Union in bringing the Thea- 
trical Employment Agencies within the 
scope and meaning of the law, by pass- 
Ing measures seeking to control and 
aupervise these said Theatrical Agencies; 
WHEREAS, During the intervenin 
time the State Federations of the States 
of New York and Tilinois, have, in con- 
junction with the Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union, succeeded in passing legis- 
lation, owing this object in view; and 


which would have rectified many defects 
of the present law, measure 
passed the Legislature and was signed 
y_ the Mavor of New York Citv: and 

WHEREAS. The proper control and 
supervision of Emplovment Akxencles is 
not alone a matter of vital importance 
to the Actors, but the recent case at 
McKees3 Rocks, when an investigation by 
the United States Government proved 
beyond the question of doubt that Em- 
ployment Agencies as conducted are 2 
menace to the American workman and 
are being used as strike breaking Insti- 
tutions: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, hela 
In the Citv of Toronto, reaffirms and re- 
indorses the action of the San Francisco 
Convention and direct the Incoming 
Executive Board to secure the report of 
the McKees Rocks invectization for the 
purpose of framing National Leetslation 
for the proper superviston of the Em- 
plovment Agencies: therefore. be It 

RESOLVED, That all &tate and city 
central and local trades unlons are re- 
auested_to a«siet the Actora Interna- 
tional Unlon in the States of New York. 
TMlinofs, Pennsylvania. New Jersey and 
Masrachusetts. to Dass remedial legla- 
lation for the better protection of the 
Actor and Actresses from the extortiong 
and corrunt business methods of those 
so-called Theatrical Employment Agen- 
cle, 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 18—By Delegate Harry 


De Veaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vi- 
cinity: 


Owing to the fact that the words 
‘Musical Compositions” have been left 
out of the manufacturing clause of the 
new Copyright Law, a discrimination of 
more than twenty thousand per cent. is 
in force against American Creative Mu- 
sical Art and its dependent industries, 
thereby depriving many industries es- 
tablished in this country of the rights 


and privileges to which they are fairly 
entitled. 
Therefore, the Music Engravers’ 


Union of America, No. 11809, A. F. of 
L.. does herewith request the indorse- 
ment of the following resolution, which 
has already been endorsed by the Cen- 
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tral Federated Union of New York City 
and the Music Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, At a recent session of 
Congress of the United States of Am- 
erica ,a new Copyright Bill was passed 
and enacted into law, which bill, in its 
operation, has deprived many industries 
established in this country of the rights 
and privileges to which they are justly 
entitled; and 


WHEREAS, The wage-earners en- 
gaged in these industries are to a large 
extent members of organized labor, and, 
as such, deem it of great importance 
that such necessary changes be made 
in the present Copyright w, so that 
the interests of the American wage- 
earner shall be fully protected; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does herewith place 
itself on record as pledging its support 
to a movement whereby the American 
wage-earner shall receive his full shara 
of the benefits of a reasonable Copyright 
Law, and with this object in mind, the 
American Federation of Labor does here- 
with request that all organizations inter- 
ested in the Copyright Law appoint a 
committee of three, who shall, in co- 
operation with the Central Federated 
Union of the City of New York, form 
a joint committee, who shall devise ways 
and means whereby certain necessary 
amendments to the Copyright Bill may 
be decided upon, and submitted to Con- 
gress for favorable action. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 19—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux, of the Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, During the present year 
the title and scope of the Actors’ Na- 
tional Protective Union has been 
changed and its fleld of organization 
broadened; and 

WHEREAS, The Actors’ International 
Union have formulated plans to organize 
and charter the various European Thea- 
trical Organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The extended European 


visit made by President Gompers to the - 


various labor centres have given him a 
clear insight into the methods of foreign 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, The information gained 


will be of material service to the Actors’ 


International Union in the work of 
organizing the Actors of the world into 
one International Union, with branches 
in all theatrical centres: therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled at Toronto, Canada, request the 
President and Executive Council to 
assist the Actors’ International Union 
in chartering and bringing into the fold 
of the American Federation of Labor all 
of the European Theatrical Organizations 


who are now part of the labor movement 
in various parts of Europe. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 20—By Delegate Al. 
Weisenberger, of the International 
Jewelery Workers Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 18 of the 
Jewelry Workers at Chicago was rair- 
roaded from representation Chicago 
Central Body at the request of a firm 


that used questionable methods with 
their Label, and the work of organiza- 
tion was hindered by firms in Boston and 
New York, who found ready allies in 
several unions to lend their aid to de- 
feat us in thoroughly organizing our in- 
dustry, by granting the use of their 
label in shops where one to two em- 
ployees were secured where one hundred 
to two hundred were eligible to our 
union, thereby making it appear to those 
unfamiliar with the industry that ques- 
tion of jurisdiction or disagreement was 
with the workers, when in fact it was 
a lineup for the protection of said em- 
ployers; and 

WHEREAS, Local in New York was 
denied the seating of their delegates 
also seating of delegates in Central 
Body, on evasive claim that we control- 
led no shop there when application was 
presented there, thus depriving us of our 
right to present our claims and privi- 
leges as granted us in our International 
Charter; 

WHEREAS, There has been an erron- 
eous impression created by some em- 
ployers evading the organization of 
Jewelry Workers in their establishments 
and using the labels of other crafts to 
mislead organized labor; we hereby 
affirm that the Jewelry Workers label 
shall be recognized covering articles of 
jewelry and novelties, badges and but- 
tons; therefore, be i 

RESOLVED, That all assistance be 
rendered the Jewelry Workers to in- 
crease the growth of thetr organization, 
and Central Bodies be instructed to give 
unbiased and fair treatment to the 
Jewelry Workers in preference to em- 
ployers in said industry; be it further 

RT"SOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention 
assembled in Toronto. November, 1909, 
demand of all affiliated unions when 
purchasing badges, novelties or jewelry 
for presentations or other purposes, that 
man ‚articles hear the Jewelers Union 

abel. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 21—By Delegate A. P. 
Lower of ‘tle Pennsylvania State Feder- 
ation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, There is to be a meeting 
held in the City of Harrisburg, Pa. on 
December 9th, 1909, under the auspices 
of the Pennsylvania Federation of La- 
bor to consider ways and means of ob- 
taining relief from the unbearable con- 
ditions imposed on the laboring people 
of that State by the workings of the 
State Constabulary Law during the 
times of industrial disputes; and 
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WHEREAS, An urgent request has 
been made by the Pennsylvania Federa- 
ition of Labor to all local, district, inter- 
national and central bodies, to send 
representatives to said meeting; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend that all affillated national or- 
ganizations having local Unions in the 
State of Pennsylvania use all possible 
influence with their said representatives 
to attend said meeting, and also to have 
them affiliated with the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on State Or- 
ganization. 

Resolution No. 22—By Delegate Thos. 
Flynn of the Brotherhood of Carpenters: 


WHEREAS, The frequent failures of 
private banking institutions have caused 
a widespread feeling of distrust among 
the working people; and 

WHEREAS, A convenient and abso- 
lutely safe method of depositing small 
savings can easily be provided in a 
Postal Savings Bank; and 

WHEREAS, This has been endorsed 
by both the Democratic and Republican 
parties; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention call 
upon the parties named to redeem their 
pledges, and ask Congress to pass a 
comprehensive Postal Savings Bank Act. 

From the Carpenters of Chicago, Ill. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 23—By Delegates T. V. 
O’Connor, James E. Dwyer, James Ray- 
mond and John J. Joyce, of the Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s Association: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 


of Labor has been unceasing in its ef- 
forts, and unsparing in expense, in an 
endeavor to secure for its members 
equality before the law, in the right of 
trial by jury where crimes are charged 
against them; and 

WHEREAS, In accord with the spirit 
of the Constitution of this country, 
where crime is charged wherein the 
penalty, on conviction, is imprisonment, 
or a fine, or both, then the accused, in 
all equity at law is undeniably entitled 
to the right of trial by jury, without 
respect to court orders or rules which 
are in conflict therewith; and 

WHEREAS, There is no Constitu- 
tional or Statutory law in force which 
prohibits or restrains any judge pos- 
sessed of legal right to preside over a 
court (wherein a case is on trial for 
contempt of court, or for violation of 
an injunction, or. restraining order is- 
sued by a court) from granting to the 
person accused the right to a trial by 
jury, if such judge be disposed to ac- 
cord this right; and 

WHEREAS, The acknowledgment and 
concession of this right would add 
vastly to the public esteem for our 
courts, increasing the confidence of the 
people in their integrity and their faith 
in their impartiality; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that it is the first duty 
of every member of this Federation to 
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take the necessary and most practical 
course to protect himself individually, 
and the public generally, in the full 
security of this right, and that this Con- 
vention advise the members of this Fed- 
eration that where such judicial offices 
are elective, that they put entirely aside 
all personal feeling and partisan preju- 
dice, and confer their vote only on candi- 
dates for such offices who will fully ac- 
knowledge this right, and pledge them- 
selves to concede it, if elected. And 
where such offices are appointive, that 
this rule shall apply to those having 
the power of appointment of such. 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. 24—By Delegates A. 
B. Lowe and T. W. Cassidy of the Main- 
tenance of Way Employes: 


RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Convention of the American Federation 
fo Labor, representative of the wage- 
earners of the nation, view with very 
serious concern the enormous appropri- 
ations made by Congress, so much in 
excess of what rigid economy would re- 
quire. 

We urge upon our Government the ut- 
most economy of expenditure, consistent 
with the proper administration of the 
affairs of the nation, thereby lessening 
the taxation, and adding to the com- 
forts of the wage-earner, the bone and 
sinew of the nation. We urge that any 
increase of revenue over the just needs 
of honest administration be applied to 
the payment of the national debt, thus 
lessening the burden of taxation. 

And, most important of all, we would 
urge upon our Executive Council, in ad- 
dition to using the best efforts to pro- 
cure the carrying into effect of the mat- 
ters just mentioned, that they do all in 
their power to stop the mad expenditure 
of public money for war purposes; war, 
“which creates only widows and orphans, 
and whose purpose .is destruction.” 

And, that coptes of this resolution 
be sent to the President, Chairman Taw- 
ney of the Committee of Appropriations, 
and the Speakers respectively of the 
Senate and House. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution 25—By J. A. Kelly of the 
San Francisco Labor Council: 

“When an International organi- 


zation appeals to the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
enforce Section 1, Article XI. of the 
Constitution, providing for the unseat- 


‘ing of local Unions affiliated with duly 


chartered central bodies and State fed- 
erations, the Executive Council shall 
have power to investigate the merits of 
the appeal, and if the claims of the In- 
ternational organization so appealing are 
not supported by the evidence submitted 
by both sides, they shall have power to 
refuse to enforce said law, subject to 
appeal to the next Convention; and fur- 
ther, if they find the claim of the local 


union complained of well founded, 
they shall have power to order 
said International to not organize a 


dual local in the jurisdiction referred 
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to in said complalnt, until such time 
as the action of the Executive Council 
has been disapproved by the A. F. of L 
Convention assembled. 

Endorsed by the San Francisco Labor 
Council, in regular meeting assembled, 


Friday evening, Ootober 29, 1909. 
Referred to Committee on Laws. 


At 12.00 o’clock the Convention was 
adjourned, to reconvene at 9 o’clock 
a. m., Thursday, November 11th. 
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FOURTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o’clock am., President Gompers in 


the chalr. 
ABSENTEES: Ricardo, Klapetzky, Fis- 
cher, Kline, Higgins, Conway, eeney, 


Morton, Kirby, McSorley. Price, McGiv- 
ern, Paravicini, Sprague, Braggins, Man- 
love, Mahon, Commons, Pratt, Olander, 
Huddleston, Milford Hawley, Lawyer, 
Evans, Calvert, Driscoll, Lee, Thompson, 
Garratt, Lippman, Tucker, Tooker, Hug- 
ins, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, Archer, 

ena, Martin, Ferguson, Anderson, Rob- 
erst, Voll, Smith, Roderick, McDonell, 


Mawbray, Fitzgerald. 
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg to report that the following 
organizations have liquidated their in- 
debtedness and we recommend their 
delegates be seated: 

St. Paul Minnesota, Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Geo. B. Howley, 1 vote. 

Mayaguez, Porto Rico, Central Labor 


Union—Abraham Pena, 1 vote. 
We further report that we have ex- 


amined the credentials from the follow- 
ing organizations and recommend their 
delegates be seated: 


International Association of Lithogra- 
hers and Press Feeders—Wm. A. Coak- 


ey, 8 votes. 
Laborers’ Protective Union (Women), 


No. 11752, Porto Rico—Mrs. J. Iglesias, 


1 vote. 
Respectfully submitted. 


J. A. CABLE, Chairman, 

T. J. HUMPHREY, 

R. A. McKEE, Secretary. 
Credential Committee. 

On motion the report of the Commit- 
tee was adopted as read. 

Delegate Tobin asked unanimous con- 
sent for the introduction of a resolution. 
No objections being offered, the follow- 
ing resolution was introduced: 


Resolution No. 26.—By Boot and Shoe 


Workers’ Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union 
of Salem, Mass. a chartered body of the 


American Federation of Labor, has b- 
licly declared itself in favor of d or- 

nizations of Shoeworkers hostile to the 
egitimate union of the shoe trade: and, 

WHEREAS, The conclusions of the Sa- 
lem central body are based upon misre- 
presentations in which they falsely 
charge that the Boot & Shoe Workers 
Union issued its union stamp in factories 
while trouble under the auspices of an 
independent union was in progress: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Toronto Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L., that the Salem 
Mass, Central Labor Union be instruct- 
ed to at once reverse its action be 
cause of its interference with the mat- 
ters belonging exclusively to the Boot 
& Shoe Workers’ Union, whose right to 
issue or refuse to issue its Union Stamp 
regardless of the wishes or interests of 
persons not members of the legitimate 
union of the shoe trade is fully recog- 
nized by this Convention. 

Delegate Tobin moved the adoption of 
the resolution. (Seconded.) 

In reply to a question by President 
Gompers, Delegate Tobin stated that the 
resolution had been prepared after read- 
ing an article in a Boston paper re- 
ferring to the subject matter contained 
in the resolution, and that he had also 
obtained the same information from a 
representative of the independent or- 
ganization mentioned in the resolution. 

The motion to adopt the resolution 
was carried by unanimous vote. 

Delegate Connors, Chairman of the 
special committee appointed to prepare 
resolutions on the death of Earl E. Russ, 


read the following: 


Resolution No. 61. 

We, the undersigned committee, ap- 
pointed to draw up resolutions on the 
death of Delegate Earl E. Russ, submit 


the following: 

WHEREAS, An All-wise Providence 
has removed from our midst our es- 
teemed brother and fellow-worker, Earl 
E. Russ, who, while in attendance at 
this the 29th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of r, repre- 
.enting Federal Union No. 7479, of Nia- 
„ara Falls, N.Y., met with an accidental 
death on November 9, 1909; and, 

WHEREAS, In the death of Delegate 
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Russ, our labor movement has lost a 
respected ad worthy member and faith- 
ful worker: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Officers and 
Delegates of this 29th Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, extend their heartfelt sympathy to 
the bereaved wife and children of our 
deceased brother in their great sorrow; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this re- 
solution be placed on the records of 
this Convention and a copy forwarded 
to the wife of our deceased brother. 


JAS. B. CONNOR, 
JOSEPH PROEBSTLE. 
AGNES NESTOR. 


Delegate Connors moved the adoption 
of the resolution. The motion was sec- 
onded and carried by a unanimous 
rising vote. 

Delegate Mitchell, Chairman of the 
committee, read the following report: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


The Special Committee appointed by 
authority of the Denver Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, to 
consider, investigate, and enquire into 
the question of industrial education at 
home and abroad and report in detail 
to.the Toronto Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in 1909, to- 
gether with whatever recommendations, 
suggestions, instructions and requests it 
considered necessary in order to place 
this all-important and vital matter 
clearly, broadly and intelligently before 
the wage-workers of the country and 
the public in general, begs leave to re- 
port that the committee held three meet- 
ings during the year, as follows: 


The first in New York City, August 
20 and 21, the second in Washington, 
D. C., October 22 and 23, and the third 
in Toronto, Canada, November 9. Much 
information and data bearing on the 
subject matter of industrial education 
in all its phases was received and very 
thoroughly discussed, debated and con- 
sidered. The committee found the 
question of education, whether cultural, 
ir.dustrial, academic, or otherwise, so In- 
tensely interesting and vitally Import- 
ant that we have arrived at the con- 
clusion, that to report in full to this Con- 
vention would not be advisable, owing 
te the fact that our investigations have 
not been completed, and that we are yet 
awaiting information asked for from 
some of the most prominent business 
men of America, as well as from edu- 
eators and others whom the Committee 


thought might be able to give valuable 
data gathered from actual experience. 


Requirements of the Resolution. 


From the terms of the resolution 
under which the Committee was consti- 
tuted, it is evident that what was de- 
sired was: 

First—A thorough investigation of th 
needs of Industrial Education. 

Second—A statement of the extent to 
which needs are met by existing insti- 
tutions, and 


Third—As a result of such investiga- 
tions, some definite suggestions for the 
promotion of industrial education in 
such manner as might best serve THE 
INTERESTS of the whole people. 

The Committee has entered on its 
duties without fixed notions as to the 
form which industrial education should 
take throughout the country, and its 
investigations so far have made a pro- 
found impression upon its members. 


Demand For Industrial Education. 

The importance of our subject cannot 
be too highly estimated. ‘The general 
demand for industrial knowledge and 
skill, and the almost universal interest 
in the subject manifested by business 
organizations, boards of trade, labor 
organizations, as well as by educators 
and public men, is sufficient proof that 
the right kind of education for a boy or 
girl who expects to enter upon a voca- 
tional career is second only in import- 
ance to their having an education at all. 

We must never lose sight of the fact 
that a large majority of the working 
people are poor, and because of this they 
are forced to begin the battle of life at 
an early age. The need of the day is 
that something be done for the children 
of this great wage-working class. 


Formerly, the apprenticeship system 
offered the boy an opportunity to 
learn a trade and become a thoroughly 
trained mechanic, but of late years the 
scheme of specialization has supplanted 
the old apprenticeship system, even to 
extreme specialization. It OUGHT to 
be recognized as a scientific truth that 
the higher the skill possessed by the 
mechanic the more valuable is his labor, 
both to himself, his employer and the 
community. The more efficient labor be- 
comes the higher wages it should 
command. 

The one trouble in America to-day is 
that too many of our youths who have 
graduated from the grammar or high 
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school, is that they are misfits indus- 
trially. If we are to secure industrial 
supremacy, or even maintain our pres- 
ent standards in the industrial world, we 
must in some way in our educational 
system acquire an equivalent to our old 
apprenticeship system. 


Apprenticeship System. 


It is of more than passing interest to 
note that a revival of apprenticeships 
by large corporate interests through 
comprehensive and sane regulations are 
gradually taking form. 

With the growing feeling that the 
old-time apprenticeship system must be 
modified to meet modern conditions of 
life, there looms up the question of a 
substitute which shall keep the best and 
most necessary of the older customs and 
meet modern requirements. 

It is generally conceded by: those in-: 
terested in industrial education that the 
industrial school, per se, does not and 
cannot result in turning out a full- 
fledged, skilled mechanic ready to take 
up his trade. 

It is further recognized that the old 
apprenticeship system possessed many 
features that were uneconomic and un- 
just, but with the preservation of much 
that was good and its application by 
proper blending with the modern idea 
of perfection in theory, it would lead 
to more satisfactory results. 

A marked tendency toward apprentice- 
ships is taking place, and the feeling 
expressed by both employer and em- 
ployed is that a gradual return will take 
place if such training is conducted sane- 
ly and advantageously to the American 
youth. 

In Order to Bring Out Practical Sug- 
gestions Towards Solution of the 
Problem the Committee Address- 

ed Themselves to the Follow- 
ing Questions: 


1. Should trade, vocational, technical 
and industrial schools be established as 
a part of the public school system? 

2. Should private industrial educa- 
tional Institutions be tolerated? 

8. Under what conditions and terms 
should industrial schools, either public 
or private, be countenanced and sup- 
ported? 

4. Under what conditions should semi- 
private or semi-public industrial schools, 
namely, the so-called “co-operative in- 
dustrial schools,” be approved or dis- 
approved? 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


6. Should they be free, supported by 
the city, county or state in which they 
are located? 


6. Should they be under the control or 
partial control of the national govern- 
ment? 


7. And should their instructors or 
teachers be practical men from the ranks 
of trade occupations, or should they be 
men who know nothing of the trade 
itself except its theoretical side? 


8. What should be taught under the 
head of “Industrial Education?’—the 
cultural side, the professional side, the 
mechanical side, the business side, or 
all combined? 

9. To what extent, if any, should labor 
headquarters, labor temples and labor 
halls be used to favor industrial educa- 
tion? 

Believing that progress could best be 
promoted by a close study of the pre 
vailing systems now in vogue, and that 
some way should be provided so that the 
maximum of information should be ob- 
tained at the minimum cost of time and 
expense, the Committee decided that in- 
vitation should be extended to a group 
of the foremost exponents of Industrial 
Education to meet with them in Wash- 
ington October 23 and 24 for the purpose 
of conferring and explaining the merits 
of the several types of Industrial Edu- 
cation, and accordingly the following 
persons were extended invitations: 

W. B. Prescott, I. T. U., Commission 
on Supplemental Trade Education: 
Charles F. Richards, Originator of the 
National Society for the Promotion of 
Industrial Education; Leslie W. Miller, 
Principal Pennsylvania Museum and 
School of Arts; Dr. Herman Schneider, 
Dean of the University of Cincinnati; 
John M. Shrigley, President Williamson 
Free School for Mechanical Trades: A. 
Lincoln Filene. of William Filene’s Sons 
Company, Boston; Paul H. Hanus, Pro- 
fessor of Education, Harvard Univer 
sity; Frederick P. Fish, Chairman Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Education; Dr. 
Andrew S. Draper, Commissioner of 
Education of the State of New York: 
Arthur D. Dean, Chief, Division of Trade 
Schools, New York Educational Depart- 
ment; C. W. Cross. Superintendent of 
Apprentices, New York Centra] Lines; 
Miss Ella M. Haas, District Inspector 
Department of Inspection of Workshops 
and Factories of the State of Ohio: 
Charles R. Towson, Secretary Industrial 
Department of the Internationel Commit- 
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tee of Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions; J.C. Monaghan, Secretary National 
Society for the Promotion of Industrial 
Education; Frank A. Vanderlip, Presi- 
dent National City Bank of New York; 
Dr. Alexander C. Humphreys, President 
Stevens Institute of Technology; Mr. 
V. Everit Macy, of New York; Dr. Henry 
S. Pritchett, President of the Carnegie 
Foundation; Dr. Elmer B. Brown, Chief, 
Bureau of Education, Department of the 
Interior; Mr. C. W. Burket, Editor 
American Agriculturist; Mr. T. J. Fos- 
ter, International Correspondence School, 
Scranton, or representative; Mr. Ray- 
mond Robbins, Chicago, Ill. 

Naturally the result of this meeting 
which occupied the greater portion of 
two days, with one evening session, was 
illuminating and instructive and served 
to show the keen interest and alertness 
of labor representatives. 

The object of the several systems of 
education was kept steadily in view 
throughout the entire conference, and 
the description of the leading types, 
showing their aims, objects and methods 
ef instruction made a profound impres- 
sion upon the members of the Com- 
mittee. 

There was a remarkable unanimity of 
opinion on important points in regard 
to industrial education and the numer- 
ous demands for technical training for 
those who have completed a compulsory 
school attendance period and who desire 
to take up an industrial vocation at a 
later time. 

It also served to show that the much 
heralded apathy and disinterestedness 
charged by our critics to the trades 
unions is more imaginary than real, and 
that organized labor was fairly abreast 
of the situation. 

To the ladies and gentlemen who, at 
the sacrifice of valuable time from their 
business, co-operated with the Commit- 
tee in its investigations, the Committee 
feels deeply grateful and appreciates 
the gratuitous services rendered In the 
abundant information and _ assistance 
given,.and sympathizes with the univer- 
sal thought expressed, that the confer- 
ence marked another epoch in the his- 
tory of the trades union movement for 
Industrial Education. 

Subsequent discussion seemed to in- 
dicate that the champions of one system 
as against another might learn much 
from the different viewpoints, and that 
there was common ground for all ou. 
which to base the future development of 
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a sound system of Industrial Education 
free from the dangers which trade 
unions’ representatives pointed out. 


Public vs. Private Control of Public 
Instruction. 

The Committee feels that there is jus- 
tification in condemning any system of 
public instruction privately controlled, 
or any scheme of private selection of 
pupils, and calls attention to the intro- 
duction of a plan which is being put 
into operation in several localities and 
fostered by manufacturers’ associations. 


“The Co-Operative Industrial Education 
Plan.” 


It is a limited plan for Industrial 
Education, carried on between the high 
school, which engages a teacher for the 
purpose; one satisfactory to the manu- 
facturers, and a group of the.latter who 
indenture such boys as they desire to 
have. The idea is, of course, to give a 
thorough trade training. BUT, 

a. The manufacturer is not obliged to 
take any boys, or to keep any boy. 

On the other hand, the high school is 
obliged to educate all duly qualified 
boys, to give them all that the city pro- 
vides. 

Therefore, those who study in the co- 
operative course do so on sufferance. 

b. The people have no hand in this 
plan. No matter how much a father 
may desire such training for the boy, 
the city is helpless to do anything, as 
under this plan the veto power over the 
boy’s right to public industrial educa- 
tion is in the hands of the manufacturer. 

c. The public school must be neutral 
as to trade unionism. Surely it dare 
not be hostile. But what is there to 
restrain one or all the co-operating 
plants from assuming any attitude, how- 
ever hostile? They have the right to 
teach and to foster anti-unionism with 
school-apprenticed boys under them. 


d. A boy who should tr!k over or agi- 
tate for union principles can be instant- 


. ly deprived of his educational future 


under this plan; and If his father should 
be a known union champion, only the 
good-nature of the manufacturer can 
prevent reprisal in the form of dropping 
the boy from this course. 

e. The teacher cannot help siding with 
the manufacturers; he cannot protest, 
should he so wish, if they import scabs, 
strike-breakers or any sworn foes of 
unions, It is not for the school to say 
who shall be the fellow-workmen of 
these young student-apprentices. If he 
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be a man of principles, he could not 
take the boys out of such a shop, for 
they are under bond. 

f. Finally, with a teacher too soft on 
the side of the manufacturers, we shall 
see, for the first time in a public school 
system, a spirit new in evil power—a 
class of schoolboys trained under & 
THOROUGHLY UN-AMERICAN system 
of PRIVATE SELECTION OF PUPILS, 
based on no public or competitive meth- 
od, unless the manufacturers so permit; 

A SYSTEM wholly removed from the 
salutary supervision of the people. 

A SYSTEM WHICH NEEDS NO 
CHECK in prejudicing the favorites 
of this system against the large ex- 
cluded class of their schoolfellows, and 
later, against their fe’low-workmen 
themselves. _ 

Any scheme of education which de- 
pends for its carrying-out on a private 
group, subject to no public control, 
leaves unsolved the fundamental demo- 
cratic problem of ziving the boys of 
the country an equal opportunity, and 
the citizens the power to criticize and 
reform their educational machinery. 

The trend toward the introduction of 
schemes of industrial education and ap- 
prenticeships at public, as well as pri- 
vate expense, which pretends to teach 
trades in perlods ranging from four 
months to four years, and turn out 
graduates in times of industrial peace 
who are able to earn only 50 per cent. 
of the established wage in a given trade, 
and in times of industrial dispute are 
exploited in the interests of unfair em- 
ployers, is worthy only of condemnation. 


LEGISLATION. 

Results vast in importance and mag- 
nitude have come from the action o2 
Congress, in 1862, in giving land grants 
to each State, to be used for a State 
college of agriculture and mechanic 
arts. This appropriation of lands, fol- 
lowed by direct appropriation of money 
in 1890 and 1907, provides these col- 
leges with a fund averaging about $65,- 
000 per State, or a total of over $3,000,- 
000 annually. While this fund was for 
a long time used largely for general 
studies, the subjects of mechani: aris, 
agriculture and home economics were 
finally developed, so that they now com- 
pete on nearly equal terms with the lit- 
erary and scientific courses. Since most 
of this fund is in demand Lo train engi- 
neers, technical agriculturists and 


teachers in the mechanical, agricul- 
tural and home economic subjects, com- 
paratively little is available to give 
school training to those who wish to be- 
come expert workmen, farmers or home- 
makers. 


The title of the Land Grant Act of 
1862 provided for “Colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic 
arts.’ Each State was required to “in- 
violably’” appropriate the accruing inter- 
est and earnings from this gift to the 
“endowment, support and maintenance 
of at least one college, WHERE THE 
LEADING OBJECT SHALL BE, with- 
out excluding other scientific and clas- 
sical subjects, and including military 
tactics, TO TEACH SUCH BRANCHES 
OF LEARNING AS ARE RELATED 
TO AGRICULTURE AND THE ME- 
CHANIC ARTS, in such sequence as the 
legislatures of States may respectively 
prescribe, in ORDER TO PROMOTE 
THE LIBERAL AND. PRACTICAL 
EDUCATION OF INDUSTRIAL 
CLASSES IN THE SEVERAL PUR- 
SUITS AND PROFESSIONS OF LIFE” 

Though the law was plainly designed 
for the betterment of that 90 per cent. 
who are in vocations where the labor Is 
done with the hands, these schools, as 
most other schools, too often were con- 
ducted mainly to assist those who were 
seeking an avenue out of the manual 
side of the mechanical trades, agricul- 
ture and home-making into the so-called 
professions. The research departments 
connected with these colleges and with 
other scientific and enginering schools 
and departments have now accumulated 
a vast body of knowledge useful to the 
workman. Much of this information has 
been arranged in text-books and in 
courses for practical work in the school 
shops, in the commercial shops on the 
farms or in the home. 


Gratified with the developments of the 
State colleges of agriculture and me- 
chanic arts, Congress has been ever 
ready to meet requests to further build 
up these institutions. And there* is a 
movement, with a large following in 
Congress, to still further develop the 
education to which these colleges were 
dedicated. Since only one college in a 
State can do little more for our greatly 
enlarged population than to provide 
courses of study for those who 
are to become technicians, and cannot 
give equal opportunity in liberal and 
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practical education to all of the indus- 
trial classes, this new movement has 
crystallized around a plan for including 
the secondary public schools along with 
the State colleges of agriculture and 
mechanic arts, thus creating and giving 
direction to a complete national scheme 
of education, in which labor shall re- 
ceive recognition and its just share of 
attention. 
Organized Labor’s Position. 


Organized labor’s position regarding 
the injustices of narrow and prescribed 
training in selected trades, by both pri- 
vate and public instruction, and the 
flooding of the labor market with half- 
trained mechanics for the purposes of 
exploitation, is perfectly tenable, and 
the well-founded belief in the vicions- 
ness of such practices, and consequent 
condemnation, is well-nigh unassailable. 

Organized labor’s record for years in 
regard to better sanitary conditions in 
factories and workshops, and its con- 
tinued efforts toward safeguarding wo- 
men and minors, have been the subject 
of wide discussion and much helpful 
legislation. 

Its advocacy of free schools, free tcxt- 
books, and the raising of compulsory 
school age have been religiously adhered 
to, and closely allied to these subjects is 
that of Industrial Education, and any 
serious discussion of the proper kind of 
vocational training promotes discussion 
of the former. 

There is a strong reaction coming in 
general methods of education, and that 
growing feeling, which is gaining rap- 
idly in strength, that the human element 
must be recognized, and cannot be so 
disregarded as to make the future work- 
ers mere automatic machines. 

Experience has shown that manual 
training school teachers without actual 
trade experience do not and cannot suc- 
cessfully solve this great problem, and 
that progress will necessarily be slow, 
as new teachers must be provided, a new 
set of text-books will have to be writ- 
ten, and the subjects taught In a sym- 
pathetic and systematic manner. 

In the last analysis, it is of greater 
moment to those engaged in industry 
whether this question should be dis- 
cussed freely and fairly, than it is -to 
mere theorists, who advocate industrial 
education without having any definite 
plan or purpose (other than a selfish 
one), in their advocacy of the same, and 
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it is believed that a unification rather 
than a multiplication of effort is needed 
in order to help solve this immense 
problem. 

Conclusions. 


It is believed that the future welfare 
of America largely depends on the in- 
dustrial training of our workers and in 
PROTECTING them. 

The inquiries of the Committee seem 
to indicate that if the American work- 
man is to maintain the high standard of 
efficiency, the boys and girls of the 
country must have an opportunity to 
acquire educated hands and brains, such 
as may enable them to earn a living in 
a SELF-SELECTED vocation, and ac- 
quire an intelligent understanding of 
the duties of good citizenship. 

No better investment can be made by 
taxpayers than to give every youth an 
opportunity to secure such an education. 
Such an opportunity is not now within the 
reach of the great majority of the chil- 
dren of the wage-workers. The present 
system is inadequate and unsatisfac- 
tory. Only a small fraction of the chil- 
dren who enter the lower grades con- 
tinue through the grades until they 
complete the high school course. The 
reasons which seem to be the prime 
causes for withdrawal are, first, a 
lack of interest on the part of the 
pupils; and secondly, on the part of the 
parents, and a dissatisfaction that the 
schools do not offer instruction of a 
more practical character. The papils be- 
come tired of the work they have in 
hand, and see nothing more inviting in 
the grades ahead. They are consclous 
of powers, passions and tastes which the 
school does not recognize. They long 
to grasp things with their own hands 
and test the strength of materials and 
the magnitude of forces. 

Owing to past methods and influences, 
false views and absurd notions possess 
the minds of too many of our youths, 
which cause them to shun work at the 
trades and to seek the office or store 
as much more genteel and fitting. This 
silly notion has been shaken by the 
healthy influence of unions, and will be 
entirely eradicated if industrial training 
becomes a part of our school system, 
and in consequence of this system of 
training, he will advance greatly in gen- 
eral intelligence ,as well as in technical 
skill and in mental and moral worth. 
he will be a better citizen and a better 
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men, end will be more valuable to so- 
ciety and to the country. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Supplemental Technical Education. 

The importance of this kind of school, 
for those who have already entered 
the trades, has been a matter for serious 
consideration by the Committee. 

The demand for such instruction is 
measured by the necessity for training 
in particular trades and industries, and 
the chief aim of such instruction should 
be to present those principles of arts 
and sciences which bear upon the trades 
and industries, either directly or indi- 
rectly. 

The economic need and value of tech- 
nical training is not to be disregarded, 
and cognizance should be taken of the 
fact that throughout the civilized world, 
evening and part-time day, technical 
schools enroll twenty pupils to every 
one who attends the other types of vo- 
cational schools. 

And the Committee submits for con- 
sideration and discussion, to the Con- 
vention, the proposition that there be 
established, at public expense, technical 
schools for the purpose of giving sup- 
plemental education to those who have 
entered the trades as apprentices. 


We Further Recommend. 

1. The continuance of progressive de- 
velopment of supplemental trade educa- 
tion, as inaugurated by trade unions, 
and call special attention to the work 
undertaken by the International Typo- 
graphical Union in the establishment of 
a school for the higher education of its 
members. j 

It is a practical application to a trade 
union of a necessity that exists, and 
admitted. 

It is administered by PRINTER- 
TUTORS who have never been afflicted 
with PEDAGOGICAL CRAMP, and 
never expect to be: is within the reach 
of every man within the industry, and has 
succeeded in developing the latent tal- 
ents and of widening the sphere of use- 
fulness among its students, and ought 
to appeal to every ambitious printer. 

A significant fact in connection with 
this school is that educators, as well 
es others of wide experience, believe 
that, for the adaptation to an end, this 
school has no equal. It also marks a 
new era in education, and one of its 
chief assets, other than the education of 
its students, is that public and private 
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interests are emulating its example. 

While other trade unions are engaged 
in activities of a like nature, though ex- 
pressed in various forms, for the sake 
of brevity elaborate descriptions are 
omitted. . 

It is worthy of mention, however, that 
large sums of money are annually ex- 
pended by trade unions for education, 
through the channels of official journals, 
and in some instances its members are 
being trained for the teaching profes- 
sion; and the preparation of text-books 
is another undertaking. 

And the Committee further recom- 
mend that all trade unions which have 
not adopted a system of technical educa- 
tion give the matter the consideration 
it so richly deserves; and we further be- 
Heve that the present undertakings of 
the unions call for the most enthusiastic 
admiration, and are entitled to the most 
cordial and loyal support. 

Follows a list of organizations who 
have undertaken an extension of educa- 
tion for their members: 

International Typographical Union, 
Electrotypers and Stereotypers, Interna- 
tional Photo-Engravers of North Am- 
erica, Printing Pressmen and Assist- 
ants’ Union, International Granite Cut- 
ters, International Horseshoers’ Union, 
Pattern Makers’ League of North Am- 
erica, and the Carpenters of Chicago 
and Cook County. 


Technical Industrial Education. 


2. We favor’ the establishment of 
schools in connection with the public 
school system, at which pupils between 
the ages of fourteen and sixteen may be 
taught the principles of the trades, not 
necessarily in separate buildings, but in 
separate schools adapted to this particu- 
lar education, and by competent and 
trained teachers. 

The course of instruction in such a 
school should be English, mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, elementary me 
chanics, and drawing. The shop in- 
struction for particular trades, and for 
each trade represented, the drawing. 
mathematics, mechanics, physical and 
biological science applicable to the trade. 
the history of that trade, and a sound 
system of economics, including and em- 
phasizing the philosophy of collective 
bargaining. This will serve to prepare 
the pupil for more advanced subjects, 
and in addition, to disclose his capacity 
for a specific vocation. 
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In order to keep such schools in close 


touch with the trades, there should be 


local advisory boards, including repre- 
sentatives of the industries, employers 
and organized labor. 

3. The Committee recommends that 
any technical education of the workers 
in trade and industry being a public 
necessity, it should not be a private but 
a public function, conducted by the pub- 
lic and the expense involved at public 
cost. . 

4. We recommend the continuance of 
the life of the Committee and final re- 
port to the 1910 Convention. 


6. That the Convention request the- 


United States Department of Commerce 
and Labor to investigate the entire sub- 
ject of Industrial Education in this 
country and abroad. 


6. To request the Committee to co- 
operate with the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor in said investigation. 

7. To request the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. to act with said Com- 
mittee ex officio. 


8. To request the officers of all or- 
ganizations affillated with the American 
Federation of Labor to supply us with 
all information they may have relative 
to Industrial Education as soon as pos- 
sible. And this for the purpose of get- 
ting an up-to-date report with up-to- 
date methods of how Industrial Educa- 
tion should be taught, conducted and 
promoted. 

Appended to this report is a Brief: 
prepared for the use of the Committee, 
which purposes to show, with reason- 
able brevity, just what is being done, 
and what has been begun in the recent 
"past in regard to Industrial Education, 
including the problem; what has been 
done in foreign countries, methods of 
accomplishment in this country, show- 
ing systems and types of systems; that 
which is being accomplished by philan- 
thropy and private interests; also that 
which is being done by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, together with the State laws 
on the subject, and the attitude of em- 
ployers and organized labor. 

JOHN MITCHELL, Chairman; 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

JAMES DUNCAN, 

JOHN B. LENNON, 

DR. CHARLES P. NEILL, 
EDWARD HIRSCH, 

FRANK MORRISON, 

JAMES WILSON, 

HON. W. B. WILSON, 
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HUGH FRAYNE, 

FRANK DUFFY, 

JOHN GOLDEN, 

MARGARET DRIERER ROBINS. 
AGNES NESTOR, 

JAMES ROACH, 

JAS. O’CONNELL, 

STUART REID, 


CHARLES H. WINSLOW. 


President Gompers announced that 
the report of the special committee 


would be referred to the Committee on 
Education. 


INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
The following resolutions were intro- 


duced and referred to their respective 
committees: 


Resolution No. 27—B - 

legation: y the L T. U. De 
EAS, The contention between 

Typographical Union No. 6 of New York 
City and the Butterick Publishing Co. 
having reached a stage where it is 
clearly a fight between all or anized 
labor and organized capital; an 

WHEREAS, An attempt is being made. 
to place union men in jail for asking 
their friends not to purchase scab 
goods; and 

WHEREAS, The pattern trust, to bol- 
ster its dwindling profits, sends out. 
false reports that it has settled with 
the union: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by this convention, That 
when we reach our home cities we will 
endeavor to spread the truth about the 
differences between the Butterick Pub- 


‘lishing Company and Typographical 


Union No. 6; that we advise the organ- 
ized workmen and women not to pur- 
chase the Delineator, the New Idea, or 
the Designer, fashion magazines, and 
to urge them not to use the Standard, 
New Idea, or Butterick patterns. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 8—By the I. T. U. De- 
legation: 

RESOLVED, That the officers and or- 
ganizers of international unions and 
the organizers of the A. F. of L and 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L., in traveling throughout the coun- 
try, use their influence in order to 
bring pressure upon hotel proprietors 
to substitute union made hotel regis- 
ters and printing for the non-union 
printing and non-union registers now 
in use in so many instances. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 2—By the I. T. U. De- 
legation: 

Mr. J. Henry McMahon. who was as- 
sistant secretary of the Boston conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L., dled on August 


23, 1909, at Woburn, Massachusetts; 
therefore. be It 
RESOLVED, That we express our 


deep regret at the death of Mr. McMa- 
hon. who was a faithful trade unionist 
and always ready with valued service. 
in the great work which the trade un- 
ions are doing. 
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Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions, 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegates M. S. 
Sullivan, R. G. M. Ross, and Thomas 
J. Butler of the A. S. M. W. LA. 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has been carrying on policy 
of disrating the Coppersmiths in the 
Brooklyn avy Yard by discharging 
men for lack of work, and upon re- 
er.rloying the same men they are 
compelled to work for a period of six 
days and sometimes more for less 
wages than they received prior to their 
last discharge, in order to certify thut 
they are qualified for the same rating 
they received on all former occasions: 

WHEREAS, All rating in the Navy 
Yard below what they call their first- 
class rating is far below the prevailing 
rate of wages In the locality of said 
yard, 

WHEREAS, The Coppersmiths’ Union 
and the men who were directly con- 
cerned have entered a protest on vari- 
ous occasions, and in each case we 
have received an evasive reply, stating 
that it is not a question of the capacity 
of the employes, but rather the char- 
acter of the work they are called on 
to perform; and 

WHEREAS, The men, after working 
their probationary period at a rating 
less than they had before, and upon 
being elevated to a first-class rate, 
they worked until the work in ques- 
tlon was completed, and were laid off 
for lack of work, but instead of re- 
ceiving an excellent discharge for 
workmanship, as they had always re- 
ceived on all previous occasions, and 
such excellent discharge would give 
them the first preference for re-em- 
ployment, they only received a dis- 
charge card marked good, which does 
not give them any preference, only to 
retain their number on the list; be it 

RESOLVED, That we protest against 
disrating of a mechanic below what 
he received when he was discharged 
previously, as we believe no man 
should be asked to serve a period of 
six days after having gone through 
the same formula before on a previous 
occasion; if he was entitled to first- 
class rating before discharge, he should 
be entitled to first-class rating upon 
being re-employed; and be it 

RESOLVED, That we protest against 
the minimum rate of wages in the 
Navy Yard being less than the mini- 
mum rate paid by employers engaged 
in the same class of work In the lo- 
cality of the yard, Irrespective of whe- 
ther it is old work or new work. as old 
work in many cases requires consider- 
able skill in repairing in a satisfactory 
manner, the same being coppersmiths’ 
work, they should not receive 
less than the prevailing rate of 
wages for performing it. as we believe 
it is not a question of the character of 
the work they are called on to per- 
form but rather a question of the pre- 
vailing rate of wages. believing that 
the United States Government should 
pay wages at least equal to private 
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employers; and be it further 
‘RESOLVED, That we condemn such 
metitods of discharging as they have 
entered on recently of discharging a 
man for less rating than excellent if 
he has been entitled to same on pre- 
vious occasions, as we cannot see where 
the character of the work is involved. if 
a man takes an old piece of work and 
repairs same in a skilful manner, he 
should be rated as an excellent man, 
thereby retaining him on the preferred 
list, which he has always been entitled 
to before; and be it still further 


RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor take this matter up 
and use every honorable means where- 
by the mechanics in the employ of the 
Government shall receive proper com- 
pensation for thetr work, and the mini- 
mum rate paid by the Government shall 
not be less than the prevailing rate 
paid for the same class of work by pri- 
vate firms in the locality of the Navy 
Yard in which the work is being done. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 31—By Delegates Her- 
bert Crampton and James Reid of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners: 


WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Society 
of Carpenters and Joiners is a self-sus- 
taining, autonomous and independently 
financed international union, affiliat- 
ed with National Congresses, Councils, 
and Executive bodies of labor in the 
various countries in which the society 
operates, more especially the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, with which 
affiliation has been complete for nearly 
twenty years; and 

WHEREAS, The income for American 
districts has been for the past two 
years $321,842.80, and the expenditure for 
strikes and lockouts, unemployed bene- 
fit, sick benefit, death benefit, accident 
benefit, tool insurance, traveling bene- 
fits, superannuation benefits, and as- 
sistance to other trades of $168,852.86; 


and 

WHEREAS, At the second convention 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Tampa, Florida, October, 1909, a recom- 
mendation following a report upon a 
local matter of dispute was presented 
and referred to as a plan, which In 
substance was as follows: ‘To wrest 
from the Amalgamated Society its 
autonomy and organic entity,” to place 
all its funds in the hands of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, this plan was not endorsed 
by the Tampa Convention; and 

WHEREAS, A so-called minority re- 
pert introduced by one member of an 
Adjustment Committee at the Tampa 
Convention was passed by a viva-voce 
vote despite the fact that a substitute 
motion was duly made and seconded, 
the said minority report having for its 
object the ordering of international) of- 
ficers to do and perform certain acts 
contrary to the Constitution of the 
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Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners, beside imposing condittons 
and time of consolidation so vaguely 
presented as to prevent intelligent ac- 
tioa thereon; an 

WHEREAS, These destructive acts 
can only have been conceived by minds 
in collusion for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the dissolution or disintegration 
of the Amalgamated Society of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners to be followed by in- 
roads upon other bona-fide organiza- 
tions, their autonomy and their funds; 
therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, By this 29th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 


Gabor, that the Executive officers of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 


structed, and they are hereby instruct- 
ed, to desist from further attempting 
to consolidate the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners with 
any organization or to send, or cause 
to be sent, any committee to confer 
with the general officers of the Amal- 
amated Society of Carpenters and 
Oiners under the conditions laid down 
in the minority report referred to. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 3—Introduced by De- 
legate John J. Pfeiffer of the Inter- 
national United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods: 


WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood 
of Leather Workers on Horse Goods is 
contemplating and preparing to make 
a general demand for the eight-hour 
work day in the saddlery industry at 
some opportune time in 1919; and 

WHEREAS, In order to be successful 
in a general movement of this kind it 
is essential that we have the moral 
support of the entire labor movement 
and the financial support pledged in 
advance if needs be; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled pledges its moral support and 
financial assistance if necessary to the 
United Brotherhood of Leather Work- 
ers on Horse Goods in the effort which 
it proposes to make to secure a uni- 
versal eight-hour work day for its 
members, as above stated. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Agnes 
Nestor of the International Glove 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor 
adopted by the Minneapolis Convention 
and reaffirmed in an amended form by 
the Norfolk and Denver Conventions, 
affirms its belief in “woman suffrage 
co-equal with man suffrage’; and 

WHEREAS, In the annual report of 
the Norfolk National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor it was 
expressly stated that it was the ‘“much- 
abused trade union movement which 
stands for the recognition of the rights, 
political, social, moral, and industrial, 
of women”; and 


WHEREAS, The enfran- 


political 
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chisement of women is essential to the 
economic independence of the working 
class and has become a world-wide is- 
sue of immediate and vital importance 
to the very existence of democrary; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
ninth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor does now re- 
affirm this plank, and expresses its 
belief in and its intention to secure 
full political enfranchisement for all 
women, and hereby pledges its affi- 
liated unicns earnestly to champlon 
and work for the political freedom of 
women. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 34—-By Delegate Olive 
M. Sullivan of the Stenographers’ and 
Typists’ Association, No. 12755: . 


WHEREAS, There are in the United 
States at least 500,000 men and women 
eligible to membership in an organi- 
zation of commercial stenographers 
and typists; and 

WHEREAS, There are in the City of 
Chicago many hundreds of very young 
women now in this profession and 
great numbers are continually enter- 
ng it; therefore be it 

RESCLVED, That the Stenographers’ 
and Typists’ Association of Chicago, No. 
12755, request the American Federation 
of Labor seriously to consider the im- 
portance of organizing this vast army 
of workers into labor unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Stenographers’ 
and Typists’ Association of Chicago, 
No. does hereby ask that the 
American Federation of Labor appoint 
a woman organizer in Chicago for a 

eriod of three months to try to bring 
nto the organization these hundreds of 
ycung workers. 


ueferred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resolution No. %—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty of the Alabama State Federa- 


tion of L.: 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in 
Alabama is hindered in progress by 
such organizations known as the Em- 
ployers’ Association and Citizens’ Alli- 
ance; and 

WHEREAS. If organizers are not sent 
to that State the labor movement will 
be doomed; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 
sent to the State of Alabama to do all 
in his power to offset the manoeuvres 
of the opponents of organized labor. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. %—By Delegate John 
C. Harding of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor’ 

WHEREAS, Labor Bulletin No. 150, 
issued by the United States Govern- 
ment, states that the average annual 
production of the wage earners in the 
United States is about $2,500, while 
their average annual income is less 
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than $500; and 

WHEREAS, If these figures are true 
they are of vital and fundamental im- 
portance to the working class; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor requests the American 
Federation of Labor to appoint a com- 
mission to make a thorough investiga- 
tion as to the truth of those figures 
and report as soon as possible through 
the American Federationist. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegate D. 
D’Alessandro of the International Hod 
Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, In localities other than 
cities and thickly settled centres, in 
the digging and construction of work 
undertaken by the Federal and State 
Governments, as well as by private 
corporations, conditions which are de- 
structive of health and morals and 
dangerous to life generally obtain; that 
is, the workrhen are generally huddled 
in large numbers in tiers of bunks, in 
freight cars, in cabooses, in sheds, with 
plain boards for beds, with only suffi- 
cient room for the men to lie in rows, 
where for months at a time they have 
neither the facilities nor the oppor- 
‘tunity to disrobe or attend to the most 
ordinary requirements of cleanliness 
and necessary changes of clothing, 
thereby impairing not only their own 
health, but helping to spread filth and 
disease among the people with whom 
they come in contact after the season's 
work is closed; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs 
is not only brutal to the men employed 
on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the 
spirit and concept of our time; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorrence 
and condemnation of such treatment 
accorded to human beings; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to demand 
from the Federal Congress such legis- 
lation and from the executive heads and 
Governmental departments that they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engag- 
ed in the lines of work indicated in 
the preambles to these resolutions, such 
quarters and sleeping accommodations 
as will conform to some such reason- 
able degree of sanitary and healthful 
conditions as can be provided in the 
prcsecution of such work; therefore, 


e it 

RESOLVED, That the same efforts 
be made by the officers of the Federa- 
tion of Labor of the different States. 
coming within the jurisdiction of the 
various States, and that copies of these 
preambles and resolutions be furnished 

y the president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to the officers of such 
State Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 
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Resolution No. 3—By the L T. U. De- 
legation: 


WHEREAS, Many periodical publica- 
tions, both weekly and monthly, are 


offered for sale by subscription or on 
news stands, many of these publica- 
tions the product of non-union printing 
offices; and 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in convenient 
pamphlet form for vest pocket refer- 
ence a list of these quarterly, monthly, 
and weekly publications produced un- 
der union and non-union conditions; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists 
inform themselves as to the union and 
non-union status of the various pub- 
lications before purchasing any, and 
in order that they may have correct in- 
formation that they secure from the 
headquarters of the International Typo- 
graphical Union a copy of the pamph- 
let in question. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 8—By the I. T. U. De- 
legation : 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment is now and has for many 
years engaged in printing free of cost 
corner cards on envelopes when order- 
ed in quantities of five hundred and 
upward; and 

WHEREAS, The contract for this 
printing has always been let to non- 
union, wage-cutting business concerns, 
and is, therefore, inimical to the inter- 
ests of the fair employers and the 
members of the printing trades union 
crafts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we protest against 
the practice outlined, and we urge up- 
on the United States Government that 
1: should either do its printing in its 
own printing office or go out of the 
business altogether; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council give this matter such atten- 
tion as will be of assistance to the 
movement now under way in taking 
printing of the class mentioned out of 
the labor exploiting printing offices, to 
which the contract has alwavs been 
awarded. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 4#—By Homer D. Call 
and August Molter of the A. M. C. and 
B. W. of N. A. 


WHEREAS, There exist at the pre- 
sent time in some localities dual, or 
seceding, organizations of Butcher 
Workmen which are attempting to de- 
ceive the rank and file of the work- 
ers of that class and organized labor in 
general; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 2th Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby declares that the only 
bona-fide organization of Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen chartered 
under the American Federation of La- 
bor is the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North Am- 
erica; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the American Federation of Labor de- 
nounces and condemns seceding and 
dual organizations as tending to dis- 
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rupt organized labor and strengthen 
the power of unjust employers; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated Cen- 
tral Bodies and State Federations refuse 
to allow any organization of Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen not char- 
tered by the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher orkmen of North 
America to be affillated with them, or, 
if seated in their councils, that they 
be immediately unseated or expelled 
frem such central bodies or State Fed- 
erations until such time as they be- 
come ckartered by the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, or their charters be at 
once revoked. 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Unions, 

Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Homer 
D. Call and August Molter of the A. M. 
C. and B. W. of N. A.: 


WHEREAS, The label and shop card 
of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of North America re- 
presents products dressed under fair 
and sanitary conditions and by uninn 
men; and, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled in Toronto, Canada, do re-endorse 
the label and shop cards of the Amal- 
gZamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Werkmen of North America; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED. That all members of 
such affiliated unions are requested to 
demand the union label on meats and 
abattoir products he or she may pur- 
chase, and that the union shop card is 
displayed in all markets where such 
meats are sold, thereby showing his or 
her loyalty to the cause of unionism. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 42—Presented by De- 
legate J. A. Kelly of the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council at the request of 
Local 161, I. B. E. W.: 

WHEREAS, The industrial peace, 
progress, prosperity, of International 


Brotherhood of Electrical Workers has 
been hampered, if not entirely estop- 
ped, during the past two years, due 
to an internal dissension as to who 
were the duly qualified officers of that 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, The factional warfare if 
continued will not only destroy the ac- 
tivities of I. B. E. W. in so far as ad- 
vancing the cause of its membership Is 
concerned. but will. if permitted to 
continue, be dangerous to the harmony 
and perpetuity of the entire trade 
union movement as represented by the 
A. F. of L: and 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. at its 
2th Annual Convention, held in Den- 
ver, did consider the faction disturb- 
ance of I. B. E. W., and appointed a 
committee in an attempt to unite the 
dissenters, and said committee submit- 
ted an agreement, which was signed 
by both parties, which agreement was 
approved by the convention in a hope 
that a way had been found to end this 

disastrous conflict; and 
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WHEREAS, This agreement falled of 
its purpose; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of both 
factions be requested to resign, and in 
the event of both parties agreeing to 
the request, the affairs of I. B. E. W. 
be placed in the hands of the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. The Ex- 
Council to call convention of the L B. 
E. W. for the purpose of electing new 
officers, and we suggest that those 
holding office in either faction be in- 
eligible for election at said convention. 


Resolution No, 43.—By Delegate L, A. 
Gardner, of the Warren, Pa., C. L. U.: 


WHEREAS, It is the sense of this 
convention that the struggle for the 
emancipation and recognition of or- 
ganized labor will be greatly advanc- 
ed by the conscientious application of 
all personal expenditures in the sup- 
port of the demand for the products 
of union men; therefore; be it 

RESOLVED, That each member of an 
organized labor union be, and the same 
are hereby admonished, to purchase no 
article of wearing apparel, or any 
other commodity, which does not bear 
the Union Label of the respective 
trade employed in the manufacture ot 
such articles. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 4.—By Delegate Harry 


De Veaux, of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 


WHBPREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has been carrying on a policy 
of disrating the coppersmiths in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard by discharging 
men for lack of work, and upon re- 
employing the same man they are 
compelled to work for a period of 81x 
days and sometimes more, for less 
wages than they received prior to their 
last discharge, in order to certify that 
they are qualified for the same frat- 
ing they received on all former oc- 
casions; and 

WHEREAS, All rating In the Nav 
Yard below what they call their first- 
class rating, is far below the prevail- 
ing rate of wages in the locality of 
said yard; and 

WHEREAS, The Coppersmiths’ Union 
and the men who were directly con- 
cerned, have entered a protest on vari- 
ous occasions, and in each case we 
have received an evasive reply, stating 
that it is not a question of the ca- 
pacity of the employes, but rather the 
character of the work they are called 
on to perform; and 

WHPREAS, The men. after working 
their probationary period at a rating 
less than they had before, and upon 
being elevated to a first-class rater. 
they worked until the work in ques- 
tion was completed, and were laid off 
for lack of work. but instead of re- 
ceiving an excellent discharge for 
workmanship as they had always re- 
ceived on all previous occasions, and 
such excellent discharge would give 
them the first preference for re-em- 
ployment, they only received a dis- 
charge card marked good. whfch does 
not give them any preference only to 


. 
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retain their number on the list; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we protest against 
disrating of a mechanic below what he 
received when he was discharged pre- 
viously, as we believe no man shouid 
be asked to serve a period of six days 
after having gone through the same 
formula before on a previous occasion, 
if he was entitled to first-class rating 
before discharge, he should be entitled 
to first-class rating upon being re- 
employed; and further 

R LVED, That we protest against 
the minimum rate of wages in the 
Navy Yard being less than the mini- 
mum rate paid by employers engaged 
in the same class of work in the lo- 
cality of the yard, irrespective of 
whether it is old work or new work, 
as old work in many cases requires 
considerable skill in repairing in a 
Satisfactory manner, the same being 
coppersmith’s work, they should not 
receive less than the prevailing rate 
of wages for performing it, as we 
believe it is not a question of the 
character of the work they are called 
on to perform, but rather a question 
of the prevailing rate of wages, be- 
lieving that the United States Gov- 
ernment should pay wages at least 
equal to private employers; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That we condemn such 
methods of discharging as they have 
entered in recently of discharging a 
man for less rating than excellent if he 
has been entitled to same on previous 
occasions, as we cannot see where the 
character of the work is involved if a 
man takes an old piece of work and 
repairs same in a skilful manner, he 
should be rated as an excellent man, 
thereby retaining him on the preferred 
list which he has always been en- 
titled to before; and be it still further 

RESOLVED, That the American ked- 
eration of Labor take this matter up 
and use every honorable means where- 
by the mechanics In the employ of the 
Government shall receive proper com- 
pensation for their work, and the 
minimum rate paid by the Government 
shall be not less than the prevalling 
rate for the same class of work by pri- 
vate firms in the locality of the Navy 
Yard in which the work is being 
done. 

Referred to Committee on Organi- 


zation. 

Resolution No. 4.—By Delegate Harry 
De Veaux, of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and 


Vicinity: 

WHEREAS, The Rockmen’s Protec- 
tive Union, a chartered local union by 
the American Federation of Labor at 
New York City, is undergoing a severe 
struggle for existence, owing to the 
prevailing economic conditions; and 

WHEREAS, It Is believed that If the 
interested unions In that environment, 
which are: International Steam En- 

neers, No, 184, No. 14 Branch A. 

ck Drillers and Tool Sharpeners, 
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would lend their mora] support to 
this organization, great good would 
result; be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Exe- 
cutive Council take cognizance of this 
matter at the earliest moment, ana 
adopt such measures as will result to 
the best interest of the appellant union 
and the affected trades. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No, 44—By Delegate H. De 
Veaux, of the Central Federated Union, 
Greater New York and Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, The Excavators’ Protec- 
tive Union, a chartered local union by 
the American Federation of Labor at 
New York City, is not sufficientiy or- 
ganized to advance better conditions 
in that calling; and 


WHEREAS, It is apparent that if the 
interested unions, viz. are: Internation- 
al Steam Engineers, No. 184; No. 134 
Branch A, Rock Drillers, and Toot 
Sharpeners, Teamsters. would render 
moral support to this organization, and 
the American Federation of Labor 
designate a special organizer, one 
capable in the Italian language to as- 
sist this union, great good would re- 
sult to the general labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Exe- 
cutive Council act upon this subject 
matter as soon as possible, and adopt 
such ways and means as will redound 
to the best interests of all concerned 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Resolution No. 47—By Ethel McClain, 
of the Atlanta, Ga., Federation of 


Trades: 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in extent and influence, 
has grown beyond the expectations of 
the leaders of organized labor, is a 
source of great pleasure to them in 
particular, and to organized labor ir 
general. But, notwithstanding all this, 
there is still a great deal to be done 
to make it still more prolific of good 
results in some sections of the country, 
which seem to have been neglected. As 
it now stands, the officers of the Fed- 
eration have been selected from a few 
of the stronger International Unions, 
therefore centralizing them in a small 
portion of the country, and of late 

ears there seems to be but One thing 

n view, that Is, that every energy 
and resource of the Federation seems 
to have been used in the well-organ- 
ized portions of the country, thus leav- 
Ing some sections almost unorganised, 
and an open field for recruiting the 
army of strike-breakers, as they are 
called, who are in a sense the Off- 
spring of this neglect: and 

WHEREAS, The larger cities, being 
strong in numbers, seem to carry with 
them influence and preferment to the 
men who laid the foundation and put 
in this system of government. We are 
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blessed with foreseeing the danger Of 
stronger States in numbers of popu- 


lation. In their wisdom and good. 


judgment the United States Senate was 
formed with two Senators from each 
State. The small State of Rhode Island 
has the same power as the great State 
of New York. They too equalize the 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, thus giving all sections of the 
country an opportunity to be repre- 
sented on the Executive Board of the 
Federation; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, that the convention now 
assembled do change the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor so that the jurisdiction be di- 
vided into districts, each to have a 
president who, when elected, may be 
empowered to attend to all business in 
his district, thus stimulating organi- 
gation and creating local pride that 
would be a great benefit to the Fed- 
eration and Organized Labor itn gen- 
eral; and further 

RESOLVED, That all vice-presidents 
must belong to the district elected 
from, commencing with the first, vice- 
districts to be known by the number 
of the vice-president. Thus, first vice, 
elected from whatever district he is 
shall be the first, thus making the 
office movable, thus creating rivairy 
that would be for the good and wel- 
fare of the cause in general. 


, Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 48—By Delegates Jas. 
O'Connell, Thos. Van Lear, C. W. Fry, 
Eugene Sarber, J. J. Keppler, of the 
International Association of Machin- 


ists: 

WHERBAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has recognized the eight-hour 
work day is based upon sound, econ- 
omic principles, because it is operat- 
ing all its departments on an eight- 
hour or shorter work day, and operat- 
ing its mechanical plants, such as navy 
yards, arsenals, naval stations, etc., 
on an elight-hour basis; and 

WHEREAS, A very great portion of 
Government work is let by contract 
and sub-contracted to private firms 
operating their plants on & ten-hour 
or longer basis, under a very low wage, 
and very frequently under unsanitary 

nditions; an 
° OW HEREAS, the Eight-Hour Bill 
which has been introduced in Con- 
gress at several sessions with a view 
to securing an extension of the eight- 
hour law to cover all Government 
work, whether by contract or sub-con- 
tract, has failed of passage largely 
because of it being referred to un- 
friendly committees in Congress, 
herefore, be it 
‘ RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
A. F. of L. be instructed to have let- 
ters addressed to each member of Con- 
gress calling attention to the import- 
ance of this bill. and that a circular 
letter be sent all affiliated organiza- 
tions requesting such organizations, 
national and local, to petition their re 
presentatives in Congress to use thelr 
influence to secure an early and favor- 


able report from committees, and to 
vote for the passage of the Eight-Hour 
Bill at the coming session of Con- 


gress; 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
A. F. of L, and the Legislative Com- 
mittee are hereby instructed to make 
every effort to have a clause inserted 
in each of the appropriation bills pro- 
viding that all work let by contract 
in such appropriations shall be done on 
an eight-hour basis; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to wait 
upon the President of the United 
States for the purpose of urging him 
to recommend in his message to Con- 
gress the necessity and advisability of 
the passage of the Eight-Hour Bill 
so as to extend to all contracts and 
sub-contracts; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed and auth- 
orized to call upon all national and 
dnternational organizations affiliated 
with the A. F. of L to render such as- 
sistance as may be necessary in this 
work, by maintaining a representative 
of each organization who shall co-op- 
erate with the Legislative Committee 
of the A. F. of L. at Washington dur- 
ing the session of Congress to assist 
in securing the passage of the kight- 
Hour Bill; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby authorized and in- 
structed to take such further steps as 
may be necessary to demonstrate to the 
members of Congress the necessity and 
advisability of passing the Eight-Hour 
Bill during the coming session of Con- 
gress, to the end, if necessary, that the 
officers of the national and interna- 
tional organizations be called to a con- 
ference to be held in Washington at 
such date as the executive officers of 
the A. F. of L may decide upon. 


Referred to Committee on Kesolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 49.—By Delegate E. W. 
Shirk, of the United Association ot 
Plumbers, Steamfitters, etc.: 


WHEREAS, The officers of the Cleve- 
land Baseball Club definitely promised 
the Building Trades Council of the 
United Trades and Labor Council that 
a union clause would be inserted tn 
all contracts for their new baseball 
stands now being erected; and 

WHEREAS, The genera! contract for 
the erection of said stands has been 
let without said union clause and the 
stands are now being erected with non- 
union men, and 


WHEREAS, Every reasonable effort 
has been made by the officers of the 
Building Trades and the United Trades 
and Labor Council of Cleveland to in- 
duce the officers of the Clevetand 
Baseball Club to live up to their 
promises and employ union help with- 
out avall; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That every effort pos- 
sible be made to Induce members and 
friends of organized labor from patron- 
izing the Cleveland Baseball Club in 
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all cities where the American League 
plays. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 50.—By Delegate Chas. 
W. Fear, of the Joplin, Mo, ‘Trades 
Assembly: 


WHEREAS, The unorganized wage 
workers of the South-west Missouri 
district present an opportunity for the 
Organization of a number of local 
unions, particularly in the City ofr 
Joplin and vicinity; and 

HEREAS, The Joplin Trade As- 
sembly is working to thoroughly or- 
ganize the toilers of that vicinity 
under the trade union banner of the 
American Federation of Labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 2th annual 
convention of the American k'edera- 
tion of Labor call the attention of af- 
fillated internationals to the unorgan- 
ized South-west Missouri district, and 
urge that organizers ‘be detailed to 
work in the said district during the 
coming year with the purpose of or- 


ganizing the workers of the crafts; 
and be it further 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 


Council of the American Federation 
of Labor be authorized to render all 
assistance possible in organizing the 
toilers of South-west Missouri. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 


tion. 

At 10.00 o’clock President Gompers 
announced that the hour for the special 
order of business, the reports from fra- 
ternal delegates, had arrived, and intro- 
duced to the convention Mr. A. H. Gill, 
M.P., one of the fraternal delegates 
from the British Trades Union Congress. 

Fraternal Delegate Gill—I need hardly 
say that I am delighted to have the 
honor of being present at this Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, and to have been selected by 
the British Trades Union Congress to 
present to you their fraternal greetings, 
and express the hope that the good feel- 
ing that has existed for so long between 
the workers of Great Britain and Ire- 
land and the workers of the United 
States of America shall long continue. 
We have had the honor this year of 
having had your President, Mr. Gom- 
pers, with us at the Trades ~nion Con- 
gress in England. Mr. Gompers’ name 
has now become a household word 
among the trades unionists of Great 
Britain. We have watched his career. 
We sympathize with the movement in 
which he is interested. We know the 
difficulties with which he and his col- 
leagues are having to contend at the 
present time, and I am here to-day to 
express the hearty sympathy of the 
trades unionists of Great Britain with 
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Mr. Gompers and his colleagues in the 


trials they are undergoing at the present 
time. I hope that the workingmen of 
the United States of America will stand 
by Mr. Gompers and his colleagues. If 
you will do that, and speak with no un- 
certain sound, you can depend upon it 
that this trial, through which they are 
passing at the present time, can only 
result in good to the movement in the 
future. 


Since we stepped on American soil, 
we have enjoyed our visit very much, 
and I wish to thank you here and now, 
on behalf of my colleague and our 
wives, for the very great attention and 
hospitality you have shown to us. When 
we reached Boston we were not in any 
difficulty whatever, because there was 


there a committee to meet us, 
and they showed us every at- 
tention and treated us with the 


utmost possible kindness and cour- 
tesy. The same kindness as followed 
us wherever we have gone. Everything 
possible has been done to make the visit 
as pleasant as possible. 


I do not feel at all strange when I 
look upon this assembly. I cannot help 
recollecting, when I meet the delegates 
from time to time, that they themselves 
or their ancestors ,hailed from one part 
or another of the United Kingdom. I 
have come across many people from my 
own town, and from Lancashire, as well 
as from other places in the United 
Kingdom. How, then, can we feel 
strange in an atmosphere of this charac- 
ter? I think we are one and the same 
family, with the same aspirations and 
feelings in every particular. 


Your movement is like ours. You 
have your difficulties to contend with 
in the same way we have. I think your 
difficulties, if anything, are much great- 
er than ours. We have not the racial 
difficulty to contend with that you have. 
You have also the language difficulty, 
and it must be very awkward indeed for 
the organizers of your trades unions 
to have to deal with so many different 
peoples. But from the reports which 
have been presented to this Conven- 
tion, I have seen plainly enough that 
sufficient energy is displayed by your 
officials to overcome these difficulties. 
The reports which your officers have 
read show clearly to us that they have 
been overcome to a very large extent. 

Like you, we have the great organ- 
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4zed forces of capital to contend with 
in Britain. Conditions in regard to capl- 
tal are not the same as they used to be. 
The private employer has almost dis- 
appeared. Individuals have formed them- 
selves into amalgamations, huge trusts 
and combinations, and while it was 
easy in the old days to deal with indi- 
vidual employers, we now find that we 
now find that we have to use all our 
strength in dealing with them. But 
with the great labor movement, as it 
exists across the water and here, if the 
units composing it will act unitedly, we 
need have no fear of holding our own 
against these great combinations. 


You have to deal with similar difi- 
culties to which we have had to deal 
with. Your injunctions at the present 
time are giving you a great deal of 
trouble. Our Taff-Vale decision gave us 
a great deal of trouble some years ago, 
but by a determined struggle we over- 
came that. We had one trades union that 
was mulcted in damages to the extent 
of forty-two thousand pounds, and an- 
other fifty thousand pounds. If some- 
thing had not been done, the trades 
unions would have ceased to exist, on 
account of want of financial strength. 
But it needs only the workingmen to be 
attacked in ways like that for them to 
make up their minds that they will not 
stand it any longer. They united in our 
country, and used all the power they 
had for the purpose of having the posi- 
tion they previously occupied restored 
to them. We succeeded in doing that, 
and to-day the funds of our trades 
unions are secure against the attac* 
of our employers. 


Our labor movement in some ways 
differs from yours. Your American Fed- 
eration of Labor seems to take in the 
whole scope of the entire movement. 
Ours is divided into three sections. 
There is the General Federation of 
Trades Unions, that exists for the pur- 
pose of providing finances to enable peo- 
ple who are on strike to maintain that 
strike. 
purpose; it exists, as far as it can, for 
the purpose of trying to come to ar- 
rangements with the employers without 
having to resort to the arbitrament of 
a strike. Then we have the Trades Con- 
gress, which practically forms our labor 
movement; and we have the Parliament- 
ary Labor Party, which endeavors to 


And it exists not only for that. 
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carry out the program the Congress 
adopts. 

We have also taken part in different 
wavs in the international movements. 
We do not confine ourselves to ihese 
fraternal visits to America, but take a 
more extended view. I wish to speak of 
what my particular trade is doing. I 
am a representative of the textile work- 
ers of England—of the cotton section 
of the textile workers. We have not 
been content with dealing with our own 
movement alone, but whenever we have 
hed Aifficulties with our employers in 
regard to rates of wages or working 
hours we have always been met with 
the argument that until the hours of 
lebor are reduced on the Continent of 
Europe and the wages increased to 
something like our own standards, it 
would be impossible for them to do any- 
thing in that direction. We felt that 
it was time for us to do semething. 

About fifteen years ago we com- 
n-enced an international movement for 
the purpose of holding conferences with 
the textile workers in different parts of 
Europe, to try to get them on the sıme 
line as ourselves. We have had several 
Congresses in Berlin, in Holland, in 
Vienna, in Switzerland, and in Italy. At 
the beginning of these cogresses they 
were working something like 72 hours 
a week, while we were working 52 hours 
a week. They are now working 58 hours 
a week in Germany, 60 in France, and in 
some parts of Austria, about 63 in Bel- 
gium, and there have been general re- 
ductions in different parts of the Con- 
tirent. We are not going to stand still 
in regard to that particular mater. The 
English textile workers have made up 
their minds that, ro far as they are con- 
cerned, they are going to make a des- 
rerate attempt to get the period of em- 
ployment reduced to 48 hours per week. 

We think it is absolutely necessary 
that something of this description 
should be done The great increase in 
the use and the productive of machin- 
ery makes it necessary, if all the peo- 
ple are to be employed, that the period 
of employment should be reduced. We 
do not believe in a number of people be- 
ing out of work and others having full 
and plenty. 

We have to deal, as you have, with the 
wage question, and sometimes it comes 
to a place where we have to resort to 
the strike. These strikes are becoming 
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larger when they do take place, but 
they are not so frequent as they were 
formerly. There is a great movement 
in our country to try to settle industrial 
disputes by peaceful and conciliatory 
means, never at any time giving away 
the principles for which we stand. We 
think this preferable to resorting to 
strikes. I think the general principle 
of adopting trade agreements is becom- 
ing more useful in regard to industrial 
disputes. 

Our trades unions in England do not 
exist only for the purpose of strikes; 
they exist for the purpose of paying 
friendly benefits, superannuation bene- 
fits, funeral expenses, dispute pay and 
sick benefits. In 1906 one hundred of 
our principal unions in Great Britain 
and Ireland paid in friendly and sick 
benefits $9,019,295. In that year dis- 
pute pay amounted only to the sum of 
$774,085. 

Your President the other day made 
reference to a letter which had appeared 
in the Cotton Factory Times by an In- 
dian mill owner, who claimed that, so 
far as India was concerned, they ought 
to be allowed to do as they chose in 
regard to the period of employment. 
I could not help remembering the part I 
and my colleagues had taken in this 
particular direction. We found some 
time ago, from an article which appear- 
ed in The Times of India, that the peo- 
ple in the textile mills were working 
from fourteen to sixteen hours a day; 
that the manufacturers had taken ad- 
vantage of the introduction of the elec- 
tric light to make them work longer 
hours. We felt it our duty in Lanca- 
shire to appeal to the Secretary of State 
to see if something could not be done 
for our brothers across the sea. I had 
the opportunity of placing the case be- 
fore Lord Morley, a commission was ap- 
pointed, and the result will be a con- 
siderable reduction in the hours of labor 
in India at a very early period. 

We have another part of our move- 
ment; a part brought about very large- 
ly by the Taff-Vale decision. We de- 
cided that, so far as we were concerned, 
we were not going to be trodden under 
foot by the employers. We concluded it 
was necessary to have another string 
to our bow; that we should act in our 
trades unions in the settlement of dis- 
putes and the payment of friendly bene- 
fits; but that It was necessary to re- 
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sort to poltical action to fight those 
people on the floor of the House of Com- 
mons. The trades union movement was 
aroused. Touch a man’s money, put 
your hand in his pocket—even if it be 
trades union money in the shape of 
funds—and you will get at him. Regard- 
less of their previous position in re- 
gard to being Liberals and Conserva- 
tives, many of them disregarded the 
old poltical affiliations when they went 
into politics. 


Our members of Parliament are not 
paid by the State as yours are. The 
unions decided to pay out of thelr own 
pockets to send members to the House 
of Commons. At the general election of 
1906 we had 29 men seated direct from 
the workers to act independently in the 
House of Commons and sent directly 
from the trades unions to influence the 
legislation of the country. There are 
twenty other members representing the 
trades unions, but allied with the Lib- 
eral Party. On great questions we have 
been able to bring 58 votes to bear. Al- 
though the number is not great, still 
the influence and the practical experience 
of the men sent there has been much 
greater than the numbers would indicate. 

Directly after the election in 1906, the 
Government, under pressure, introduced 
a Trades Dispute Bill for the purpose 
of restoring the trades unions to the 
position they had held previously, and 
for the purpose of protecting the funds 
cf the trades unions. The bill they in- 
troduced was found to be unsatisfactory. 
We had the best legal advice and we 
went through it lire by line and deter- 
mined the bill should not pass. The 
Government was waited upon and defi- 
nite lines upon which such a bill should 
be drawn were stated. By having prac- 
tical men using their influence on the 
floor of the House, we had a bill passed 
that thoroughly protected the unions’ 
funds in Great Britain and Ireland. 

I find In the United States and Canada 
that one of the burning questions Is in 
regard to workmen’s compensation and 
the safeguarding of industrial machin- 
ery. We have had considerable ex- 


perience in regard to workmen's com- 
pensation in England. We used our In- 
fluence in the British House of Com- 
mons for the purpose of making such 
alterations in the law as were absolutely 
necessary for the purpose of securing 
compensation for injured workmen. Ané 
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fm our country our industrial occupa- 
tions are not safeguarded as well as 
they might be. We have something like 
3,800 fatal accidents every year in the 
various occupations throughout’ the 
country, and nearly 200,000 persons are 
injured in some way or another. This 
is the tragedy of human toll, and it is 
the duty of every person engaged as an 
official in connection with various 
tradcs unions to do his level best to see 
that something is done to lessen the 
number of injuries and the loss of life. 
At the present time I am on a depart- 
ment committec appointed by the Home 
Secretary for the purpose of inquiring 
into the different conditions in the dif- 
ferent occupations throughout’ the 
United Kingdom and to find out the 
cause of accidents and suggest remedies 
to prevent them in the future. I want 
to say when that committee reports 
the life of the workers in Great Britain 
will be safer than it is at the present 
time. 

Some people tell us that the cost of 
accidents, or the cost of compensation, 
should not be a charge on the industry. 
We believe it should be. The employer 
puts his capital Into a mill or foundry, 
he insures the building against fire, he 
Ansures his steam engines against break- 
downs, his boilers against explosions, 
and even his plate glass windows against 
breakage. Surely, when human life is 
at stake, it ought to be more carefully 
safeguarded. 


There are many things you ought to 
avoid in regard to workmen’s compensa- 
tion. In 1897 the Government then in 
power in England passed a Workmen’s 
Compensation Act. It applied only to 
certain industries. That created a very 
large number of anomalies, and made it 
zo people engaged in different parts of 
these industries could not receive com- 
pensation. We found that a carter, or 
teamster, who was engaged by an em- 
ployer, if he had an accident of the 
employer’s yard, was entitled to com- 
pensation, but if he went outside and 
the same accident occurred he would 
not be entitled to any compensation 
whatever. We found in the building 
trades that if a man was employed on 
a scaffold and was injured he was en- 
titled to compensation, but if he was a 
few yards away working on a ladder he 
was not. They said the painters were 
not engaged in constructive work, but 
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were decorators and not entitled to 
compensation. The factory act applied 
to buildings thirty feet high. We had 
people injured on buildings twenty-eight 


feet high, and when some peo- 
ple were killed on such  build- 
ings, their widows got no com- 
pensation. Under that act, compen- 


sation did not start until the third week. 
The people in the House of Commons— 
not the labor members—sald that on 
account of the charge on the industry, 
people engaged in different occupations 
in various parts of the country ought to 
be able to live a fortnight without com- 
pensation. The new bill provides that 
it shall begin at the end of the first 
week. 


After the bill had passed its second 
reading it was referred to a committee 
of about ninety members of the House 
cf Commons. We were careful to get 
fifteen members on that committee, and 
we were always there, but some of the 
others were usually absent. We had 
fifteen sittings. On the very first day I 
had the opportunity of moving an 
amendment to that clause which pro- 
vided that compensation should not be- 
gin until the second week. I moved an 
amendment that it should begin at the 
end of the third day. The Government 
resisted it; they pressed us strongly to 
withdraw it. They thought it would be 
too great a tax upon the industry. I 
declined to withdraw it, was supported 
by my colleagues, and we defeated the 
Government on that particular question. 
They did not like the three days, so we 
agreed to a compromise shortly after- 
wards, that where an accident incapaci- 
tated a workman for fourteen days he 
should be paid from the date of the 
accident. That enactment has put into 
the pockets of the working class of 
England a sum equal to $250,000 a year. 

We went further. We thought it was 
unfair that this Act should apply only 
to certain scheduled trades; we thought 
it ought to apply to everybody who 
worked for a living, and 6,000,000 work- 
men were included in the amendment to 
that bill. Almost every class in the 
community receiving less than $250,000 
a year were included. Workmen en- 
gaged in manual labor, no matter what 
wages they earned, were included. 

In the old act our lads were entitled 
to but fifty per cent. of what they were 
earning, and whenever they were able to 
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receive in any particular job afterwards’ 


what they had been reciving at the time 
of the accident, their compensation 
stopped. Even if one lost an arm, he 
would recive no compensation. We said 
the wages of the lads should not only 
be taken into account, but the earnings 
they might get in the future when they 
grew to manhood. A week before we 
left I secured for a lad 260 pounds. 
That has not been the only effect. The 
fact that employers had to pay such an 
amount for compensation caused them 
to try to prevent accidents, and ma- 
chinery is being guarded and greater 
care is being taken of the lives of the 
workers. Une firm in my own town 
spent 6,000 pounds. That is better than 
any compensation that could be granted 
after the person is injured. 


We have the fair wages clause im- 
proved and strengthened. In a govern- 
ment publication we have a list of the 
contractors who receive Government 
contracts. It is published month after 
month so that the trades unions engaged 
in these trades can see If the contractors 
are fair or not, and if not, if they re- 
port to the Government Department, the 
contractors will be stricken off the list. 

I think my time has about expired. Mr. 
Clynes and myself will have to return 
to the Old Country shortly because we 
are into a big fight. One of the first 
questions asked when I reached Boston 
was: “What are you going to do. with 
the budget?’ This is going to be a big 
fight between the Lords and democracy. 
We are trying to put taxes on the land 
values the people have created; on 
mining property which the owners have 
done nothing to create. The Lords are 
up in arms. They speak of “class legis- 
lation.” It has been an object lesson to 
the men in the House of Commons, for 
they know that the Lords are aroused 
and have met and remained seated any 
hour of the day or night to protect their 
own interests. We have increased the 
licenses on the liquor traffic. It will be 
a fight against the Lords and the liquor 
traffic. We welcome that fight. Nothing 
would suit the democracy of the United 
Kingdom better than to have the Lords 
reject the budget. You will have an 
opportunity to see before the end of 
January, not only thirty or fifty labor 
members returned to the House of Com- 
mons, but something like a hundred. 


I wish to express to you my sincera 
thank« for the attention vou have civen 
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the few remarks I have made. We are 
one family. The British labor movement 
and the American labor movement join 
hand in hand; there is only a strip of 
water between us; let us work together. 
Let us see to it that what are your aims 
anu aspirations shall become our aims 
and aspirations. I have been through 
your mills in the New England States 
and have seen a number of things that 
are good. I have also seen a number 
that can be improved by copy- 
ing our methods. I trust this system of 
fraternal visits will be continued and 
thank you heartily on bellalf of myself 
and my wife for the very kind hospi- 
tality shown us since we came to these 
shores. 


Delegate McCullough—I would like to 
ask Mr. Gill in regard to the disposition 
of a court decision published on this side 
about a year ago, concerning the right 
of the trades unions of Great Britain to 
appropriate their funds for the purpose 
of paying the members of Parliament. 
My recollection is that one of the courts 
of Great Britain had denied to the 
trades unions that privilege, because the 
act creating the trades unions did not 
specify as one of its purposes the main- 
tenance of members of Parliament. 

Fraternal Delegate Gill—I have pur- 
posely left that and a few other ques- 
tions alone for Mr. Clynes to deal with. 
He has taken that as part of his sub- 
ject, and will deal with it in full 

President Gompers presented to the 
Convention Mr. J. R. Clynes, M. P., Fra- 
ternal Delegate from the British Trades 
Union Congress. 

Fraternal Delegate Clynes—Mr. Presi- 
dent and Fellow-Delegates: It is im- 
possible for any second speaker charged 
with the deliverance of the same mes- 
sage to the same gathering to avoid 
reference to a number of topics to which 
Mr. Gill has already alluded. I purpose, 
as far as I can, to keep far away from 
any labored supplement of any of the 
topics with which he has dealt. I join 
with him in expressing the deepest 
pleasure in being able to attend this 
Convention and deliver to you the mes- 
sage of good-will and friendship from 
the British side for the success of the 
labor cause, not merely in the United 
States, but in the Dominion of Canada 
in which we are meeting. 

A few of the trades in the various 
parts of the world, more fortunately 
Atuated than the rest, have been able to 
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establish international relationships 
from which practical and substantial 
benefits have been obtained, and when 
one of your delegates, Mr. Frey, was 
giving his report yesterday, we learned 
that one result of his visit across the 
water had been to further extend these 
practical relationships in a particular 
trade. In certain of the trades, the 
Brass Workers for instance, and the 
Cotton Workers to some extent, they 
have been able to establish these rela- 
tionships, and our hope is that, ere long, 
the relationships of the workers of the 
world will not be limited to one of sym- 
pathy, to one of fraternal exchange, of 
g00d-will, but that there will be a closer 
and more workable alliance the world 
over than has been possible for the 
workers to obtain up to now. On this 
side, and on the British side, the rela- 
tionship is so far fraternal. I can as- 
sure you it is deep and sincere. We 
feel there is an abiding value in these 
exchanges of fraternal delegates, bring- 
ing valuable fruit in their train, and 
accordingly, I also join with Mr. Gill 
in expressing the hope that these visits 
will be continued until we are able to 
perfect them into a more valuable and 
substantial alllance of identification be- 
tween the workers in every country. 

We are working upon different lines, 
but for the same object. Difficulties in 
different places are greater, but the 
cause is the same. The keynote of this 
cause was struck by your President on 
Monday. It is not a class for which we 
stand: it is not labor merely we seek 
to represent. 
the world; it is humanity, the cause of 
men and women and children for which 
we are fighting, than which no greater 
cause can be espoused by men, no mat- 
ter what their purpose may be. 

Here we feel your difficulties are 
greater than our own. You have a va- 
riety of races, a multiplicity of lan- 
guages, and you have several states, 
coming, I presume, at times ‚to confilct- 
ing decisions on the same subjects. The 
greater the difficulties, the greater the 
need to be ready to overcome them. On 
this side, your need for, wholesome and 
enduring combination in a trade union 
movement is greater than it is In any 
other part of the world. This is the 
great land of liberty—I am assuming 
for the moment I stand in the United 
States—but I have heard since coming 
here that in that liberty-loving land 
there are.men who dare not be allied to 
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trade unions. Special instances have 
been cited even in this City of Toronto. 
Liberty to a workman must mean ab- 
solute freedom to associate with his fel- 
lows for the purpose of striking the 
best bargain he can in the sale of his 
labor, and it is merely mocking mankind 
to give a nominal liberty and sing the 
praises of freedom, if men and women 
are not left entirely free to associate 
together to exercise the force which 
unity alone can give to large bodies of 
people. The power that money has as- 
sumed over man in the nations of the 
world is enormous. In no country in 
the world, I suppose, more than in 
America does that power exist. I do 
not think that all past history shows 
us a time in which the individual work- 
man counts for as little as he does at 
the present time. He is lost in the large 
masses of men and women who must. 
assemble to earn their daily bread in 
these huge workshops and places of 
business where the oldtime relationship 
between the master and the man does 
not exist at all. It is only when men 
unite together and seek the advance- 
ment and good of all that any of them 
can hope to reach the stage of better- 


ment and the stage of right that all are 
entitled to. 


We have seen a great deal; I hope we 
have learned some little Perhaps it is 
in our natures at times to be criticaL 
It would be mere presumption on my 
part, however, to think of giving you 
any advice at this Convention. I am 
not going to try to advise; I will try to 
some small extent to inform. 

We come from a country that I think 
may claim to have set some example to 
the workers of the world in trades union 
organizations. One of our largest or- 
ganized bodies has recently celebrated 
its one hundreth birthday Our unions 
are perhaps too many; we have over & 
thousand separate organizations. I 
would much prefer to see fewer unions 
and greater unity among the wage- 
workers of our country. The tendencies 
and the steps taken in the past few 
years have, however, greatly diminished 
the difficulties that existed between one 
trade and another In former days. These 
unions subscribe in dues more than 
$12,000,000 per year, and the reserve 
funds of these unions exceed at present 
$30,000,000. 

The benefits of trade unions cannot be 
expressed merely in statistics. By a re- 
cital of dollars one cannot convey any 
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measure of the benefit trades unionism 
distributes among the workers. It not 
only advances wages, but it prevents re- 
ductions. It gives better laws to the 
workers, and though there may be some 
who will not support trade unlonism, I 
have yet to discover the first man who 
will refuse to take his share of any of 
the great things trade unionism can give. 
Our trades unionism did not come as an 
easy gift to us. It is the outcome of 
struggle, and, like all good things worthy 
of having, it has come from the source 
of trial and difficulty. In our earlier 
days men had to meet on the hillsides; 
in secret their deliberations were given. 
The law did not permit combinations, 
and though Britain claimed to be the 
greatest civilized agency the world then 
possessed its workers were denied the 
right to combine. But that did not deter 
our forefathers from going forward, and 
after years of struggle the law finally 
recognized the right of trade unions to 
their proper legal place in the organiza- 
tions of our country. 

For some thirty years the trade unions 
were free from menace. They felt they 
were in a position of absolute security. 
Then came to us that great, surprising 
deliverance which we looked upon, not 
as law made in Parliament, not a decree 
of the people, but as a mere judge-made 
law. Then we had to organize to upset 
it. We wanted no privilege, we claimed 
equality. We said when there was a 
difference between the worker and the 
employer the law should stand outside 
the ring and let the battle be freely 
fought without the balance of power 
being given to the employer's side. In 
a few years our position of security 
was restored, safety was again assured 
to our funds, and we were freed from 
the risk of not only having to pay the 
cost of our own fighting, but having to 
cover the losses the employers might in- 
cur in fighting ourselves. 

There was a time in our work when 
we could win battles by a certain show 
of lung power; but the days of heroic 
successes have gone by. Fifteen or six- 
teen years ago it was possible in our 
country for great bodies of men to 
cease work and by volumes of public 
sympathy and opinion march forward to 
the certainty of success. Now em- 
ployers are organized as well as we. It 
is easier for them to use the instruments 
of organization that it Is for working- 
men. The men must come out in the 
open. As Mr. Gompers sald in his ad- 


Gress on Monday last, we have nothing 
to conceal; but if we had, we could not 
very well accomplish it. Our meetings, 
our marchings and countermarchings, 
all this elaborate machinery for adver- 
tising our cause, make our decisions 
known to our employers. It is possible 
for the employers by reducing their 
numbers to a few to meet behind closed 
doors and quietly decide what is good 
for their interests. We find from ex- 
perience that whatever differences em- 
ployers have in matters of nationality, 
of religion, of politics, of potnt of view 
and temperment, when it comes down 
to dollars they know no differences, 
they unite in the interest of their land, 
their money and their property, and 
agree on what is best for themselves. 
That is a course the workers of the 
world should imitate as far as possibie. 

This growth of the employers’ power 
was followed by further adverse de- 
cisions in our law courts, to which Mr. 
Gill has referred. The most important 
of these decisions is still awaiting a 
final verdict from what is known in our 
country as our Law Lords. We have 
no payment of members, and the public 
service which workingmen require in 
our country must be paid for by the 
contributions of the workers. Years ago 
our betters advised us to rise above the 
payment out of public funds for any of 
this work we said should be done. They 
said if we wanted labor represented in 
the House of Commons we should or- 
ganize and ratse funds for the purpose 
of carrying on that work. We did so, and 
our trades unions, convinced partly by 
experience, forced partly by the pressure 
of economic events, came finally to the 
point of agreeing to subscribe so much 
annually In order to have the voice of 
labor heard on the floor of the House 
of Commons. This has meant that 
about $40,000 a year has been subscribed 
by the workers of the United Kingdom 
to pay and maintain labor representa- 
tives in the House of Commons. With- 
out any toast I think we may claim 
there has been substantial results from 
the work they have done Law after 
law profitable to the worker fortifying 
and strengthening the wae-earners’ 
position, has been secured. The employ- 
ing classess became disturbed. It has 
always been possible for the employers 
to secure seme one of the working class 
to serve the evil purpose of the em- 
ployers and undermine, as far as pos- 
sible, the position of the workers. In 
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our case persons were found to go into 
the caurt to secure injunctions to take 
action to prevent unions from putting on 
any levy—as we term it—in any sense 
assessing the workers as & whole for 
this purpose. We, of course, resisted 
the proceedings of the employers, but 
they have so far been successful in se- 
curing judgments in their favor, and the 
final decision is now pending. 

The question at issue is this: Has a 
trade union the right, after elaborate 
processes of ballots and decisions of 
members, and after having decided by 
overwhelming majorities in favor of the 
whole of its number paying money for 
a certain public purpose, the right to 
say that all shall pay, as well as one? 
The law at present decides that we have 
a right to ask for only voluntary con- 
tributions; our point is this: inasmuch 
as all the members benefit by the good 
we do, all can justly be called upon to 
pay their share toward the good work 
we are undertaking. We feel that any 
judgment to the contrary would become 
unwarranted interference with the in- 
ternal business of the various organiza- 
tions of our country. 

Now let me say that whatever these 
decisions may be we are in no sense 
terrorized or menaced. Our Congress at 
Ipswich looked with such complacency 
upon the situation that no resolutions 
were offered and no reference was made 
to the situation at all. Our feeling is 
that if the law stops one road to attain 
our ends we shall find another equally 
as good. 

That is at present the feeling and the 
situation in Britain. As Mr. Gill ex- 
plained we are differentiy situated in 
regard to organized instruments. You 
are seeking to accomplish through one 
body—this great Federation of Labor— 
the various purposes for which we have 
separate organizations. Our Federation 
of trades is in part a money finder for 
workers in distress. It supplements the 
support which trades unions give to 
members who are locked out or on 
strike. It mediates, it intervenes, when 
it can, between the employees and the 
employers. It is in particular a sup- 
port to the smaller organized trades. 
The two greatest organized forces of 
our country are what we briefly term 
coal and cotton. Great as our separate 
organizations are in number, I am glad 
to assure you, though we have these 


153 


separate instruments for expressing 
working class purposes, there is no or- 
ganization in Britain to-day of any ac- 
count or number which is cut away 
from the national movement. All of 


.them are connected in one way or the 


other with this national expression of 
the desires of labor. The Trades Con- 
gress is in point of numbers slightly 
ahead of the Labor Party. The Trades 
Congress I may describe without offence 
as a cautious agitator of the claims of 
labor. It formulates and expresses the 
demands and resolutions embodying the 
hopes of the organized workers. It is 
a kind of big brass band for the work- 
ers of Britain. It booms its claims and 
grievances throughout the country. It 
advertises what we want and approaches 
ministers to let them know what we 
intend to demand. 

Then we have a third expression in 
the Labor Party, of which I am not less 
proud. That Labor Party has been the 
chief agency for expressing in the pub- 
lic and political life of Britain the claims 
and desires of the organized workers of 
our country. It is the infant of the 
Trades Congress. Some ten years ago 
our Trades Congress called together a 
large convention of the trades unions 
and of the Socialist bodies. I cannot 
make any safe allusion to the position 
of Socialists in your country because 
I am little informed; but I can, without 
risk, tell you of our own. Since I was 
a young man, twenty years ago, I have 
been a Socialist. I have believed in the 
fdeal of a social system in which not 
merely the land of the nations but: the 
main means for making the material 
wealth shall be social property and used 
for social good. That is an ideal. I 
hope Mr. Gompers will pardon the al- 
lusion when I say I know he dissents 
from that ideal; but I can work with 
Mr. Gompers and can join hands with 
him in seeking the immediate better- 
ment of the workers by any means that 
may be available in this or any other 
country. And that is why I feel that 
the old servants In our movement in the 
land should have, not merely the tolera- 
tion of a charitable respect; they are 
entitled to full reward, to the homage 
and veneration of the younger men in 
our movement, because of the great 
knowledge they have acquired and the 
foundation of experience upon which 
they stand. Men in our country, what- 
ever be the advancement of their views, 
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however extreme their opinion, dare not 
publicly express their disrespect for the 
veterans of our movement upon the 
British soll. 


Our Labor Party is an alliance of these 
extreme forces. 
unionist joins hands with even the ex- 
treme Socialist. We have, it is true, 
in England a section of the Socialists 
that has cut away from this National 
Labor Party; but without disrespect to 
that section, it can be correctly said 
that it is one which so far has secured 
no measure of national influence in the 
councils of the nation. I cannot con- 
ceive a Socialist declining to work in 
fullest harmony with the organized 
trade unionists of any land. The reason 
why I am a Socialist is that I want the 
workers of the world, not to have a 
part of the wealth their labor makes, 
but the whole of it. I feel that the 
workers of a country should not be 
merely a class In our country, a section 
in our country, cut away from the rest 
of society and doomed to a place of toil, 
branded merely as a class of workers 
who must labor, and labor without their 
full share of that joy in life nature 
meant all her children to have. I feel 
that the Socialist, being a Socialist be- 
cause he wants to uplift the workers of 
the world, should use any instrument 
available for the advancement of the 
wage-workers’ position. 


That is why in our country we have 
secured this harmonious working alli- 
ance known as the Labor Party. It is 
not a party which takes from either the 
freedom each has a right to retain. The 
alliance reserves to the trade unionist 
the Hberty to go on with his industrial 
work, to preach combination, secure 
gains for the workshop, and secure bet- 
ter laws in Parliament. It leaves the 
Socialist free to spread his ideals, to 
teach his principles, and to strengthen 
his organization. Freedom of opinion 
in no sense involving sacrifice of prin- 
ciple on the part of either has been the 
foundation, has been the safety-valve 
of this Labor Party existing In Great 
Britain to-day. That, I think, is suffi- 
cient in regard to the three main means 
by which in Great Britain we seek to 
advance the cause of the workers. 

Mr. Gill dealt at length—and I think 
rightly—with that great question you 
are now approaching in such a prac- 
tical and, I believe, helpful frame of 
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mind—the question known to us as the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, known to 
you as the Employers’ Liability Act. 
To what Mr. Gill has said, I would like 
to add that the financial value of our 
laws on this has been recently expressed 
in a government publication. It shows 
that the injured workers of our coun- 
try—too many by far there are—have in 
One year secured as compensation more 
than eleven million dollars. Now, con- 
sidering that we do not spend in poli- 
tical work more thar. twenty-five thous- 
sand pounds per year, that money is 
seen at once to be a very profitable 
financial investment. Trade union 
money and money paid by the worker 
for any other labor cause is not thrown 
away; it is not spent in the ordinary 
sense of the term; it is invested, and 
brings back a yield of advantage, either 
in the way of better laws or better 
working conditions. 

A word about our pension system, 
which you are also beginning to deal 
with in this country. We are paying 
pensions now to nearly half a million 
old persons. If you had the experience 
we have had in British meetings of 
old folks coming forward with tears in 
their eyes to express to us their thanks 
for having rescued them from the work- 
houses of England and given them a 
corner of dignity in the homes of the 
country, where to some extent they are 
self-supporting, you could see the worth 
of our old-age pensions. The system 
is full of defects as yet, but we are 
going to improve it. It is the beginning 
of a great principle, upon which I feel 
our country will never go back. More 
than fifty million dollars per year is 
now being paid in Britain to the aged 
pensioners among the British poor. 

I want to take the liberty of making 
reference to what I must regard as an 
important expression of opinion by Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, one of the great men 
of your country. Mr. Carnegie says, re- 
specting Europe and Britain—that there 
are two systems, that of Germany, & 
contributory system, that requires a 
man to contribute in his youth toward 
a pension that he is to use in his old 
age. “I think,” says Mr. Carnegie, 
“that is a most salutory feature It 
gives a man that feeling of independence 
and of manhood that he Is doing for 
himself, and when he has contributed 
to his pension, and the time comes to 
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get it, it makes him feel that it is not 
another man’s money that he is getting; 
it is his own.” The British system,” 
he says, “is not contributory; it re- 
sembles a charity given to all without 
their paricipation, and I cannot think 
that it has a stimulating effect.’ That is 
an opinion entitled to the closest notice, 
and what I take leave to say about it 
is this: Public opinion in our country 
does not regard pensions received by our 
aged poor as a charity at all. The aged 
poor who receive pensions have served 
their country on the fleld of industry, 
many of them having risked their lives 
in the good cause of peaceful pursuits, 
and they feel they are as much entitled 
to their pensions as a civic right, and 
not a charity, as men who have served 
their nation on another field. That is 
the view they entertain on the British 
side. But really the workers do con- 
tribute for their pensions. I know of 
nothing the workers get free in any 
part of the world unless it is a lot of 
the work for which they are not paid. 
The wealth made by the workers in the 
lands of the earth is the contribution 
of the worker, is the title the worker 
sets up for whatever pension he may 
claim when he reaches the winter of life, 
and is entitled to treatment better than 
the British workhouse system. 


These pensions we now pay to our 
poor were not the beginning of the new 
principle; they were the extension of an 
old one. Rich persons in Britain had 
pensions long before we gave them to the 
poor. We pensioned rich men to even 
the extent of twenty thousand dollars a 
year. We have two men now in Eng- 
land in receipt of twenty thousand dol- 
lars a year each; a large number receiv- 
ing ten thousand, and others five thou- 
sand every twelve months. Eleven mil- 
lion pounds were paid in penstons in 
England largely to the rich classes long 
before we paid a single cent to the poor. 
The rich did not contribute for their 
pensions. They served their land in 
various ways, and if their services gave 
them a title to support in their old age, 
that title is as much a right of the 
industrial servants among the poor as 
among the rich. 


Our recent legislation has covered & 
very extensive field—compensation, 
trades, disputes, factory laws, what we 
call the fair-wage clause, a really sub- 
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stantial benefit to the workers of our 
kingdom. In addition to that, we have 
begun quite a new legislative principle I. 
hope to see extended the world over— 
the principle of fixing by law a human 
level of wages and conditions, below 
which no master’s power can drive & 
human being. We have recently passed 
what is known as a Wage Boards Bill. 
That singles out what we call our sweat- 
ed trades, trades of which any civilized 
nation should be heartily ashamed, 
trades in which girls and women, and 
men and boys as well, are employed at 
slaves’ wages, under the worst and most 
unsanitary conditions. It singles out 
four trades to begin with, and estab- 
lishes boards composed equally of work- 
ers and employers, presided over impar- 
tially by a chosen civil servant. The 
decisions of these boards will have all 
the power and authority of British law. 
They fix wages and hours, and fix the 
sanitary surroundings. This is an ad- 
vance upon the old-time economic idea 
of leaving the workers to the tender 
power of money and the mercies of 
employers. 

We have done something to feed the 
hungry children of the poor classes, 
thousands of whom often went without 
breakfasts to school. We have estab- 
lished safe and sound exchanges for 
labor. Commodities are exchanged; cot- 
ten, coal, and so on, but the greatest 
commodity of all—-the human frame, 
humanity, which is above the narrow 
interpretation of labor, is to have its 
exchange, also. Our unemployed classes 
in Great Britain will be better cared 
for. These exchanges are not the old 
lubor bureaus, managed by hostile em- 
rloyers, and kept going for the purpose 
of supplying blacklegs in times of dis- 
pute, but places where we have the 
guarantes of no partiality whatever on 
the employers’ side in the event of 
strikes and disputes as they occur. 

We are reaching a stage of state in- 
surance against unemployment. How- 
ever bad a man’s state may be when he 
is at work, the state of a man who has 
to tramp from city to city and workshop 
to workshop, is always the worst. That 
unemployment question is now the 
greatest social subject with which the 
community can deal. Our ministers in 
Parliament have come to the point of 
definitely promising that, in the next 
session, state and national insurance will 
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be provided to insure men against un- 
employment. I cannot go into details, 
but can tell you that a small contribu- 
tion of the worker, supplemented by a 
contribution from the employer and a 
third contribution from the state, and 
out of the great fund that will annually 
accumulate, the men will receive weekly 
support during the periods when they 
are compelled to remain idle. The hope 
I have in respect to this particular law 
is that it will teach our country to deal, 
not superficially and not partially, with 
this economic evil. It is surely better 
to provide means for giving men the 
certainty of work in which they shall 
be able to make wealth to maintain 
themselves, than to give men money to 
remain idle. 

These measures, all of them, are di- 
Tectly traceable, in one degree on an- 
other, to this great army of working- 
class forces to which I have alluded. 
In our country now the men are looked 
upon as enemies of the workers who 
would seek to divide, or in any sense 
sow the seeds of division among the 
Socialists and trades unions, who have 
so long worked in helpful harmony in 
our land. The cry has been often raised, 
of course, that trades unions should 
have nothing to do with politics. We did 
not bring party politics into the trades 
unions in our country, but we brought 
the trades untons into Parliamentary 
action. That Parliamentary action has 
not lessened industrial activity; it has 
not diminished our pride in the trades 
unions; our ardor for the cause of com- 
bination in the workshop is no less. Our 
trades unionism is not thrown overboard 
because we have taken upon our ship 
the instrument of Parliamentary action. 

Mr. Gompers expressed the position, 
the real foundation upon which this 
great alliance rests in Britain, when he 
said we must be partisan for the prin- 
ciple and not for the party; we must 
manifest the fact that we have political 
power, and that we intend to use it; 
otherwise, our ballot will become an im- 
potent weapon. Our members and 
friends cannot expect that the officers 
of the Federation can impress either 
upon the political parties or upon Con- 
gress the demands of the workers for 
justice and right unless these workers 
themselves have sufficient interest in 
the use of their political power to make 
it clear that there is a potent force be- 
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hind their chosen officers and represent- 
atives. 

It is by repeating that advice from the 
platforms of our country that we finally 
brought our trades unionists to the point 
of agreeing that the ballot should be 
used as well as the trades union contri- 
butions, and that it is not by fighting 
the masters in the industrial field and 
then electing them to dominate the des- 
tinies of the workers. The advice given 
by your President on Monday, I am 
sure, will shape itself according to your 
opportunities. You may have to go a 
different road than we, but what- 
ever the road, whatever be the 
practical methods your circumstances 
compel you to choose, choose it 
There is little value in the vote, If it is 
wasted election after election. 

Let me, in conclusion, speak of what 
is on our side of the water the principal 
topic. This is our House of Lords, a 
body which our Labor Party looks upon 
as a dangerous relic of ancient days 
and our political faith in regard to that 
institution is that it is useless, danger- 
ous, and ought to be abolished. We 
know its strength, but we are fully pre- 
pared—nay, not merely prepared, but 
most anxious—that the issue of our 
forthcoming fight should be not merely 
the question whether we shall take some 
small portion of the growing value 
which the country gives to land, but we 
want to abolish this body which makes 
a mock of the votes the people give on 
election day. 

A second question is free trade. In 
a spot like this I cannot, of course, dis- 
cuss such a subject, but if there were 
time it would be only proper to tell you 
that the trades unionists of our country, 
with substantial unanimity, and that the 
Labor Pary of our country, with abeo- 
lute unanimity, are of the opinion that 
our free-trade system is essential for 
a country like Britain. We, rightly or 
wrongly, see in certain new protective 
countries some of the evils that jugglery 
of the tariff so often raises. We have 
extended and prospered in all directions, 
end made wealth in wonderful degree. 
There is no need in any civilized coun- 
try now for people to be poor through 
lack of wealth. The people suffer im- 
poverishment, not because there is too 
little, but because there is too much. 
and that too much has been cornered 
by the few. Poverty is not an infliction 
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of nature. Nature has not shown any 
shortage in supplying the civilized na- 
tions of the world, with those bountiful 
means for making whatever mankind 
requires; but our free-trade system is 
not a system we are content with abso- 
lutely. We do not want to stand still, 
and yet it would be dangerous to go 
back upon it. We want to make use of 
all the means we have at our disposal 
to more equitably distribute ameng the 
people of the country the great, the 
bountiful supply of wealth our free- 
trade system has enabled us to raise. 

The greatest subject we have to deal 
with is unemployment. We claim that 
men have the inallenable right to live 
in a free and civilized community, but 
that right is robbed of substance when 
we are deprived of opportunities to work. 
We now claim that when private em- 
ployers cannot find work for men who 
are willing to labor they should not be 
kept out of work altogether. The mere 
failure of private employers to fully 
meet their function of providing work 
for the worker is not a sufficient reason 
for compelling that worker to starve. 
The worker has a wife and family; he 
has citizen rights as well as the em- 
ployers of labor have. We feel that or- 
ganization, directorship and the efli- 
ciency of national management can be 
used to make wealth out of the waste 
which idleness always represents. A 
country does not become poorer because 
it helps men and keeps them in work. 
A country becomes poorer to the extent 
that men are forced to be idle. Our 
claim, therefore, is for an assurance, not 
merely a chance, but a certalnty of work 
by which to live instead of the mere 
chance of employment with which men 
have previously had to be content. We 
know that is a great claim and is not 
likely to be implanted in the laws of 
our country In a day; but great and good 
and big things have long to be fought 
for, and, whatever may take a leading 
Place in the opinion of our country, we 
are confident at no time will this right 
to work take any second place. 

I join with Mr. Gill in expressing my 
fullest and sincerest thanks, and I do 
so on behalf of Mrs. Clynes as well as 
myself, for not merely the cordtal re- 
ception and the limitless hospitality 
which has been displayed, but for the 
helpful information and exchange of 
views we have so far enjoyed. 

Although you have many varieties of 
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nationalities and opinion, we are happy 
to find that you appear never to ap- 
proach a question from any point of na- 
tional narrowness, and that you are 
rising above that narrow concept of 
patriotism and nationality that at times 
has done harm even to the cause of 
labor. Whatever country a man may be 
drawn from, there is after all that 
human claim for which organized labor 
must stand. Organized labor cannot 
afford to be suspicious. Organized labor 
will be driven, if it does not go willing- 
ly, to greater resources of unity than 
it can display at the present time. Our 
cause it not for a narrow class, it is for 
mankind. Do not be content to live 
longer under the idea that poverty is 
not a crime. Boverty is the greatest 
crime man can commit, and the suffer- 
ings Imposed upon the poor are the 
heaviest penalties society metes out to 
any of its classes. Poverty is a thing 
to be despised and abhorred. It means 
stunted growth and lack of opportunities 
for our children. If there are to be 
poor, it ought not to be the class that 
makes the wealth. The poor we shall 
have always with us. If that ts true, 
eternally true, let it be true of those 
who claim idleness as a privilege, not 
those who are willing to work for what- 
ever measure of wealth they claim to 
enjoy. 


I am proud to have this opportunity 
of meeting you in this great Convention. 
I have now an understanding of the 
American labor movement I formerly 
lacked. I shall go back to our Trades 
Congress further confirmed in my faith 
in the successful issue of organized 
trades unions, believing they are the 
best instrument for the immediate 
improvement of the conditions of the 
workers and provide hope for the ulti- 
riate redemption and amelioration of all 
who toil. 


First Vice-President Duncan received 
unanimous consent of the Convention for 
the introduction of the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolution No. 52—By Delegate James 
Duncan, of the Granite Cutters Interna- 
tional Unlon: 


RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., in 
Convention assembled, place upon record 
its appreciation of and admiration for 
that great tribune of the geople In the 
British Parliament, Lloyd-George, Chan- 
cellor of the British Exchequer. for his 
herculean support through the British 


Budget of the welfare and interests of 
the whole people of his country, as op- 
posed to the opposition he has aroused 
among the aristocracy therein, in their 
defence of property; 

RESOLVED, That we recognize in that 
contention the economic struggle in 
which we also are engaged, viz., whether 
in the advancement of civilization the 
rights of the people, or the interests of 

roperty shall be paramount; and, that 
n our broad guaged internationalism we 
here and now send back to Great 
Britain through its Fraternal Delegates 
to this Convention the God-speed of the 
assembled delegates to Lloyd-George and 
to his associates in the great effort bein 

made through the pendir~ adoption o 

the British Budget of a great and grand 
principle directly affecting the best in- 
terests of the masses of the people. 


Vice-President Duncan moved the 
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adoption of the resolution. The motion 
was seconded by Delegate Crampton and 
carried by unanimous vote. 


Delegate Furuseth moved that the ses- 
sion be extended to one o’clock, in order 
to hear from other fraternal delegates. 
(Seconded by Vice-President Duncan.) 


Secretary Morrison stated that there 
were several fraternal delegates to be 
heard, and that an hour would not give 
them sufficient time to make their re- 
ports. 


The motion offered by Delegate Furu- 
seth was withdrawn. 


At 12.00 o’clock the Convention was 
adjourned to 2.00 o’clock p.m. 





FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
3.00 o’clock p.m. Thursday, November 
11th. President Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Ricardo, Kline, Hig- 

ins, Barnes, Conway, Mangan, Rickert, 

arger, Schwarz, Price, Call, Ross, Carey 
(J. T.), McGivern, Paravicini, Braggins, 
Manlove, Mahon, Commons, Pratt, Olan- 
der, Huddleston, Milford, Hart, Evans, 
Hawley, Lawyer, Hatch, Calvert, Con- 
nors, Driscoll, McKinstry. Thompson, 
Garrett, O’Leary, Lippman, Tucker, Hug- 
ins, Redding, Burkhart. Archer, Martin, 
“erguson, Anderson, Roberts, 
Smith (A. M.), McDorell. Mawbray. 


President Gompers presented to the 
Convention Fraternal Delegate IF. Ban- 
croft, representing the Canadian Trades 
and Labor Congress. 


Fraternal Delegate Bancroft—Mr. 
President and Delegates to the Twenty- 
ninth Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: I bring to you with 
the greatest of pleasure the most sin- 
cere and fraternal greetings of the In- 
ternational Trade Union Movement of 
the Dominion of Canada, the latest ex- 
pression of the movement in this coun- 
try. I also wish to convey to this Con- 
vention that the trade v ‘ion movement 
of Canada for which I am speaking 
sends to you the warmest appreciation 
for the honor you have conferred upon 
it by selecting the City of Toronto, the 
Queen City of Canada, for your meeting 
place. Inasmuch as Canada can well 
claim to be the oldest offspring of the 
American Federation of Labor, allow me 
to say we all feel in this manner that 
you are only spending these two weeks 
at the home of your eldest son, and we 
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hope it will give you the greatest 
pleasure. We in Canada believe that 
the Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at this Convention will be 
not only an, historic one for the United 
States, but an historic one for the trade 
union movement of this country. 

The Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress met in Quebec thirteen years ago. 
rom the Treasurer's statement we find 
that the total revenue was $225.26, and 
the approximate membership almost 
three thousand. At the present time we 
have a direct affiliation of 36,071, with a 
revenue of $7,889.00 a year. That is a 
phenominal growth of the labor move- 
ment, and should forever silence those 
who do not think we are the strongest, 
biggest and most worthy body to take 
care of organized labor in Canada. The 
last Convention of the Dominion Trades 
and Labor Congress was a remarkable 
one in many respects. The most pleas- 
ing thing we have in the International 
Trade Union Movement in Canada at 
the present time is the tremendous 
strides in fighting ability our French- 
speaking brothers are making in the 
Eastern provinces of this country. If I 
say that the approximate representation 
in the Dominion Trades and Labor Con- 
gress is 150,000, I will be well within 
the limits of the truth. Our brothers in 
Quebec have elected to the Dominion 
House of Commons the ex-President of 
the Dominion Trades and Labor Con- 
gress by the biggest majority any can- 
didate ever got in the Dominion of Can- 
nda. In the Eastern Provinces there is 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


a revolt against one of the oldest and 
most vicious systems of education that 
has existed in North America. I will 
read a resolution presented to the Con- 
gress and carried by unanimous vote of 
all assembled, which will enable you to 
understand the situation after a little 
explanation: 


Resolution No. 37.—By Delegate Gus- 
tave Francq. Trades and Labor Council, 
Montreal:—Whereas, despite the fre- 
quent demands of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Province of Quebec to ob- 
tain for our schools free and uniform 
books, justice has not been granted; and, 
whereas, the law voted by the Pro- 
vincial Government does not apply to all 
school commissions but only to the 
Montreal Catholic School commissions; 
and, whereas, the Catholic School com- 
mission of Montreal refuses to comply 
with this law and as the case is now 
pending before the Court of Appeals; 
and, whereas, the school system existing 
in our Province renders obligatory on 
the working class cost four times greater 
for their school books than in other 
provinces, thereby placing us in a con- 
dition of inferlority; be it resolved, that 
the School Code be amended so that 
uniformity in books may obtain not only 
in one munictpality but in all munici- 
palities of this Province: and be it fur- 
ther resolved, that the Provinctal Gov- 
ernment ask for tenders for the print- 
ing of copy books and other school 
books and that these be sold at cost, 
pendin-~ their gratuitous distribution. — 
Concurred in. 


You can Imagine the state of educa- 
tion in the Province of Quebec when 
our brothers there are in open revolt 
agalnst the cost of the text books and 
for uniformity in the text books. In 
Montreal those schools under the juris- 
diction of the Catholic church are divid- 
ed into parishes, and almost every 
parish uses an exclusive text book. If 
a wage-earner leaves one parish and 
moves into the next, he either has to 
pay a tax to the school in the parish 
he has moved from or buy a new set of 
text books. The Catholic School Com- 
missions in Montreal run their own 
printing offices in that city. They are 
superintendents of the printing offices 
and they do not pay fair wages. If a 
member of the wage-earners of Montreal 
buys a book from a bookseller and sends 
his children to school with it. it is not 
allowed to be used. The brothers there 
are trying to fulfil the first ideal of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
this country, which says that class, 
race, creed, political and trade prejudice 
shall be abolished. And they show they 
are the best members of the American 


159 


T’ederation of Labor in Canada at the 
present time. 

Was not the march of the Internation- 
al Trade Union Movement over ima- 
ginary lines remarkabis? The jurisdic- 
tion of the United States Government 
with regard to citizenship in that coun- 
try ends with that imaginary line, as 
does the jurisdiction of the Canadian 
Government. It is remarkable that the 
jurisdiction of the American Federation 
of Labor has crossed that line without 
trouble. It extends wherever one of its 


. members lives, and the only boundary 


we recognize in Canada is the boundary 
line that circumscribes the trade union 
movement of North America. 

During the last session of the Do- 
minion House of Parliament Senator 
McMullen brought in a bill to amend the 
Conciliation Act as follows: 

“4a. Every one is guilty of an offence 
and liable, on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding $100, who. not being 
a citizen of Canada and a British sub- 
ject, in any way intervenes in a differ- 
ence, whether existing or apprehended. 
between an employer or any class of 


employers and workmen, or between dif- 
ferent classes of workmen.” 


Could you imagine a gentleman who 
prefixes his name with the title “Hon- 
orable,” leveling such an insult on the 
international trade union movement of 
the North American Continent? We 
have not had legislation enacted against 
the men who are brought from your 
country to ours during labor disputes— 
private detectives, thugs, strike breakers 
and so on. They are brought into this 
country without protest from any in- 
terest except organized labor to intimi- 
date and use brutally the workers of this 
country during strikes. The Dominion 
Trades Congress, through their parlia- 
mentary solicitor and the executive body 
of that Congress, worked in the Senate 
of the Dominion of Canada so well that 
that bill was defeated ignominiously at 
its second reading and the insult hurled 
back in the teeth of Senator McMullen. 
During the debate of that Bill another 
gentleman who prefixes his name with 
the title “Honorable” Senator Gibson, 
made the statement that of all the money 
contributed by Canadian members to 
headquarters in the United States not 
one cent ever came back. I will draw 
your attention to the fact that Senator 
Gibson acted as a member of the Senate 
Committee three or four years ago dur- 
the time another Bill of a similar char- 
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acter was pending, and all the facts and 
figures in regard to the subject were 
placed before him and he knew all 
about it. 

You are well aware that the Trades 
and Labor Congress for the past two 
years has had a representative in the 
British Isles to place before organized 
labor in Great Britain and Ireland the 
true state of the labor market in Can- 
ada. An assessment has been placed 
upon the members in Canada to defer 
that expense. If we were to quote to 


you the figures of the immigration of © 


the past two years some might say we 
could not claim his work was represent- 
ed by those figures, as the recent de- 
pression has some effect; but from April, 
1907, to March, 1908, 211,197 immi- 
grants were brought into this country 
from Europe, and from April, 1908, to 
March, 1909, there were brought in 
87,176. Organized labor in Canada has 
no protest against legitimate immigra- 
tion from any country in the world, 
except those from which come the yel- 
low races; but against philanthropic 
societies, against Salvation Armies and 
against manufacturers’ associations who 
indiscriminately flood this country with 
victims of misrepresentation we have an 
active protest, and we will not tolerate 
it if organized labor can stop it. 


Organized labor in this country has al- 
ready made its fight on account of the 
immigration of the yellow races. We 
nre emphatically against Asiatic immi- 
gration, against those people whose en- 
vironments and hereditary customs pre- 
vent their assimilation into our western 
civilization. I will quote the following 
from the report of our Executive Coun- 
cil to our Trades Congress: 


In consequence of the determined and 
emphatic protest made on behalf of and 
by the working people of this Province 
both direct and through the Trades and 
I.abor Congress against the indiscrimin- 
ate admission of Japanese as well as the 
cultivation of immigration of Hindus, 
the Federal Government, more than a 
year ago, put In force certain regulations 
governing immigration of all orientals, 
reducing somewhat the number of arri- 
vale of Asiatics, As a result of the said 
reenlation and other causes the com- 
netition bv orfentals for employment has 
heen lees of a menace to the workinzmen 
of British Columbia this vear and the 
presence of Aeclatice has Interfered less 
with the breadwinners of our Province 
in obtaining a living than In anv other 
vear since {Immigration from Asla com- 
menced. An of which Is respectfully 
submitted, 
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R. P. Pettipiece, Vice-President 
R. A. Stoney, 

Christian Siverts, 

W. Gibson, 

Executive Committee For British Colum- 


bia. 

The Postmaster General made a state- 
ment that for the six months only $2 
Japanese had come into the Western 
Provinces from Europe. That has been 
questioned, but it is an official declara- 
tion and I leave it with you as such. 

The Executive Council also in its re- 
port, and which was concurred in by the 
Twenty-fifth Convention in Quebec, made 
this declaration: 


13.—THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF LABOR. 


Your Executive need hardly refer to 
the great struggle being waged by the 
A. F. of L. for the maintenance of the 
rights of free speech and a free press. 
That is something that every delegate is 
familiar with. Canadians recognize that 
the fight is one that is common to all 
organized workers, and they quite un- 
derstand that the struggle in the United 
States is but the prelude to the same 
sort of endeavor to crush out the unions 
that will be made in Canada. Greed 
knows no flag. The sympathy of Cana- 
dian workers is heartily and sincerely 
with President Gompers in the great 
fight that he is making, and the best 
wishes of the Congress are offered to 
him for his ultimate success. We can- 
not too strongly emphasize our position 
thrt the injunction process must not be 
abused as it has been, both In the United 
States and in Canada It is a “back- 
door” procedure that must be sparinely 
and cautiously used. Nor should it ever 
be granted to prevent a free and full 
discussion of the relations between capi- 
tal and labor. There is, after all. some- 
thing worse than “contempt” of Court, 
and that Is defiance of the Court. It is 
to be hoped the day wi’! never come 
when the respect now given by our peo- 
ple to the judges of the land will be re- 
placed by any other feeling. but. If, as 

unlus sayr. “the subfect who is truly 
loval will neither advise nor submit to 
arbitrary measures,” then organized 
workmen in common with other citizens 
will maintain their rights at whatever 


eo erith regard to political action in this 
country. I would like to explain to you 
the wise and sagacious and tactful 
policy that 1s being pursued by the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. 
The Congress is the legislative expres- 
sion of the International Trade Union 
Movement In this country. It is a com 
mon center where organized labor and 
their representatives meet. All shades 
of politics are contained in the repre- 
sentation in that Congres. They meet 
to agree on a policy of legislation 
through the Provinces. After they have 
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agreed on a policy, the different Provin- 
cial Councils present it to the different 
provincial legislatures, and the Execu- 
tive Council presents it to the Federal 
Government. The difference in senti- 
ment between the older civilized por- 
tions of the country and the newer is 
great. The Western Provinces are al- 
most Socialist in their tendency. Our 
Eastern portions have not traveled quite 
so fast. It remains to be seen how near 
we are approaching the co-operation in 
effort of our brothers in Great Britain 
in political action. 

The Provinces in this country mostly 
call conventions in the name of the dif- 
ferent shades of politics of those Pro- 
vinces. British Columbia will run their 
candidates, mostly from organized labor, 
as Socialists. In Ontario, it is an inde- 
pendent party, and in the Eastern Pro- 
vinces it is the same: but when they 
are gathered together in the Dominion 
Trades Congress they set their differ- 
ences largely aside and act on a com- 
mon policy for organized labor. 

Allow me to say in passing that Pre- 
sident Gompers in his address claimed 
the American Federation of Labor would 
take second place to none In the world 
in its organization and in its capacity. 
Our brothers from Great Britain claimed 
they had set many examples for the 
trade unionists of the world to follow. 
What is there this young country now 
developing In such a remarkable manner 
can say of their heritage for the future? 
I will repeat what was said by the Pre- 
mier of Canada, but not with the same 
intention—that the Nineteenth Century 
and the first half of the Twentieth were 
for the United States. I might say that 
the later half of the eighteenth cenury 
was Great Britain’s; but I will say, with- 
out any hesitation, that we look on the 
Twentieth Century as ours in the Do- 
minion of Canada to make history for 
organized labor. We have with us the 
brothers from Great Britain, a country 
whose history gives us lessons every 
day. We have, with the United States 
south of us, that bond of affiliation 
which even the manufacturers are get- 
ting very wary of attacking, and in the 
future any individual in this country 
who will attempt to weaken the bonds 
of international affiliation between our 
movement and that of the brohers in 
the United States will be asking nothing 
ınorc or less than that organized labor 


in Canada shall hand itself over to its 
industrial opponents. 

A great deal has been said in Canada 
about our loyalty to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. It has been said often 
that that expression Is lip loyalty, and 
that we do not understand why we are 
loyal to the trade union movement in 
America. In Canada we have students 
in the trade union movement as well as 
they have in any other country, and we 
know the history of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. We know there were 
organizations in the United States in 
1803. The shipwrights in New York 
were organized in that year. The tailors 
and carpenters were organized in 1806, 
and the Typographical Union in 1817. 
Yet there are some people in this coun- 
try insane enough to advise us to go 
back on that one hundred years of or- 
ganization. 

Then we come down to the coming 
of Robert Dale Owen, in 1825. The 
movement was continued from 1845 to 
1862, when your organizations began to 
become national. In 1865 there were 
twenty-five national organizations in the 
United States. It was at that time you 
opened your charters to Canada. We 
know that the Federated Trades of Pitts- 
burg were organized in 1881, and that 
the date of the American Federation 
goes back to 1881, because the Feder- 
ated Trades was responsible for its or- 
ganization. In 1800, one hundred years 
ago, it was unlawful for mechanics or 
artisans of any description to meet and 
discuss wages and conditions in Great 
Britain. In 1882, selected commissions 
of the House of Commons were appoint- 
ed to investigate the troubles between 
the workmen and the combinations of 
employers at that time. We know the 
movement has developed from sick and 
burial clubs, and has come to the time 
of the Taff-Vale decision, and has seen 
that decision reversed in the House of 
Parliament of Great Britain. We are 
hoping that we will, by our careful or- 
ganization, by our study of social prob- 
lems, by our political capacity for gov- 
erning ourselves as well as governing 
others, be in a position to govern so 
well that we will defeat any attempt to 
take away from us any of our liberties. 

I will say something about the Glace 
Bay situation. There is an organization 
yet, we regret to say, in that portion 
of Canada that, with the assistance of 
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and instead increased the dominating 
sternness of the lords. The masters and 
owners of modern industry try to imi- 
tate the old feudal aristocracy, and as 
far as overbearing class pride and con- 
tempt for tollers is concerned, they have 
succeeded. The middle class, which 
ought to be the best friend of the union, 
if for nothing else, then for its own 
interest. Inasmuch as the unions, by 
establishing high rates of wages, have 
increased their consuming power, it nat- 
urally follows that the middle class 
profits from the higher standard of liv- 
ing that ensues. Instead, far from per- 
ceiving this simple truth, they crawl in 
the steps of the upper class until, by 
force of competition, they are, one after 
another, thrown back into the ranks of 
the proletariat. In the struggle to bet- 
ter especially their economic condition, 
the workers have to contend alone and 
single-handed against the upper classes. 
Under this pressure, the Swedish unions 
have grown up and fought their way, 
at first with small success, but during 
the last ten years greater masses have 
joined the organization, until now we 
have 33 national unions and 3,000 local 
unions, and with an aggregate member- 
ship of over 260,000 men. Since 1898, 
they have been united in a general Fed- 
eration of labor, which has for its pur- 
pose defending the right to organize 
and to resist all attempts of the em- 
ployers to reduce the rate of wages. It 
is the fortress from whose walls the in- 
ternationals defend their step-for-step 
conquered concessions. At the same 
time it has been the watchdog of the 
law, guaranteeing the right to organize. 
Not only the workers, but also the em- 
ployers, have organized in three big as- 
sociations. The Central Employers’ As- 
sociation, primarily representing the 
building industry, employing 60,000 
men; the Machine Shop and Iron Ship 
Builders’ Association, employing 35,000 
men; and the Swedish Employers’ Asso- 
ciation, representing all the big indus- 
tries, and employing 164,000 men, or 
altogether about 250,000 men. We gained 
the greatest increase in membership 
from 1900 to 1908. This period of good 
times made it possible in many cases to 
effect a raise in Wages without the 
strike. 

From the beginning of 1908 until the 
present time, the Union has had to con- 
fine itself to the defensive. This was 
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on account of the panic and industria! 


depression, which, during the last 
years, affected the whole civilized 
world. We have trled to weather this 


crisis with good cheer. We recognize 
the fact that good times is a weapon in 
the hands of the workers, and industrial 
depression a weapon in the hands of the 
employers. This weapon has now been 
ceased’ by the Swedish Employers’ Asso- 
ciation, the strongest and most powerful 
of the Employers’ Association of Swe- 
den, and unscrupulously used, not only 
to beat down the wages, but to deprive 
the union of all influence on wage agree- 
ments and to disrupt and break them 
up altogether. To gain this end, a 
threat of lockout has been used as a 
Damocles sword over the heads of the 
Swedish workers for the last two years. 
every time they tried to ameliorate their 
condition. This year was considered 
the opportune time to carry out the 
threat. Three small groups of workers, 
altogether 1,400 men, went out on 
strike. This was taken as a pretext 
to declare a lockout against 80,000 men. 
This lockout was carried into effect as 
follows: July 5th, 10,000 men: July 
26th, 40,000 men, and August 2nd, 30,- 
000 men were thrown out of work. This 
was the declaration of war from the 
employers’ side. This violent attack 
made clear to all that the struggle por- 
tended more than the employers had put 
forward as their reason. The workers 
clearly perceived that all they had bulls 
up for thirty years, at great sacrifice, 
was at stake. In this desperate situa- 
tion, there was but one choice, namely, 
to surrender everything or to try to 
fight back. The workers chose the lat- 
ter, and 200,000 men quit work and 
joined the 100;000 already locked out, 
making over 300,000 men engaged in 
the battle. 

These men remained out for five 
weeks in a hard struggle, without a 
break in their ranks, without any benefit 
being paid, except to the most destitute, 
and all this time without once coming 
in conflict with the law. Dire need 
finally compelled he workers to seek a 
settlement September 6th. In order to 
get a change of front in the line of 
battle, an agreement was then entered 
into with the two smaller employers’ 
associations, not directly responsible for 
the lockout, to return to work on union 
conditions. On this settlement, 100,000 
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men went back to work. Since then the 
struggle has been carried on against the 


Swedish Employers’ Agsociation who 
declared a lockout, also against the 
Stockholm Street Car Company, which 


tried to foist upon their employees the 
most shameful individual contracts. 

On September 6 there was another 
change in the line of battle, namely, that 
strike benefit had to be secured for those 
still out. This was impossible to se- 
cure for all, and many unions had to go 
back to work under such hard conditions 
as to promise on their honor not to sup- 
port those still out on strike. Those 
workers had to swallow this bitter pill 
in order to finally concentrate their 
farces on the most vulnerable points of 
attack. This is what is now done by 
the workers remaining out in the saw- 
mill, lumber, iron mining and smelting 
industries, to the number of 50,000 men. 
They can only be defeated by bitter star- 
vation in case an acceptable settlement 
cannot be reached. Our demand on this 
point Is to keep the previous scale of 
wages and our right to organize un- 
questioned. We have, during past years, 
always been able to pay our members 2 
fixed sum in strike beefits according to 
our bylaws, but we have this year been 
forced into a fight of such magnitude 
as to make this impossible. Up to Oc- 
tober 23rd we paid out 3,000,000 crowns 
in strike benefit. According to our by- 
laws, we should have paid our members 
20,000,00 crowns. Organized labor 
throughout the entire world has shown 
its warmest sympathy for their Swed- 
ish fellow-workers in their hard 
atruggle. Germany has given 1,500,000 
crowns, Denmark 500,000 crowns, and 
Norway 500,000 crowns. The English 
Mine Workers’ Union has contributed 
27,000 crowns. Austria, Russia, Fin- 
land, Roumania, Bulgaria, Italy and 
France have also contributed their 
share. From America I have as yet no 
definite figures as to how much has been 
contributed, but mostly from Scandi- 
navian sources about 50,000 crowns has 
been received. 

We have now reached a most critical 
stage of the conflict, because the em- 
ployers expect us to give up the struggle 
on account of insufficient means to sup- 
port the strikers. This will, however, 
not happen. It was with great pleasure 
that I last week received the informa- 
tion that one of the greatest labor or- 


ganizations in he world, the American 
Federation of Labor, which has been 
able to secure for its members the high- 
est rate of wages paid in any country, 
as well as establishing the eight-hour 
day on an extensive scale—two main 
points for which the trades unions 
struggle for in all countries—through 
its Executive Council, has taken steps 
to assist us. 

Permit me, in behalf of the Swedish 
trades unions, to think your esteemed 
President, Mr. Gompers, and his fellow- 
workers in the Executive Council for the 
initiative they have taken in this matter. 


It is my hope, yea, conviction, that this 


Convention will endorse the appeals sent 
out to the International Unions by the 
Executive Council. Although I under- 
stand that this Convention cannot make 
a direct donation, action to this effect 
would greatly benefit our posiion in Swe- 
den at the present time, and be very 
welcome; but a promise of assistance 
from this Convention is to us worth 
more than gold 

Mr. Carm—In conclusion, Mr. Tholin 
wants to explain that he regrets very 
much that Mr. Gompers, on his visit 
to Europe, was not able to get to the 
Scandiavian countries—Sweden, Norway 
and Denmark—and hopes the next time 
the American Federation of Labor sends 
a representative to Europe, either Mr. 
Gompers or someone else, he will pay a 
visit to the Swedish countries. We are 
sure he will be granted all possible cour- 
tesy. Mr. Tholin also wishes me to state 
that he conveys to you the best wishes 
of organized labor of Sweden. 

President Gompers—It has been sug- 
gested to me that inasmuch as Delegate 
Frey of the Iron Moulders’ Union of 
North America, as a fraternal delegate 
to the Trades Union Congress from the 
American Federation of Labor, was dele- 
gated by his organization to visit sev- 
cral countries, Sweden among them, he 
might supplement what Mr. Tholin has 
Stated to us by a few words just now. 

Delegate Frey—It may, perhaps, be of 
interest to you if I say something as 
an American trade unionist, of the im- 
pression I received and the information 
I was able to secure relative to what is 
being done in thte greatest industrial 
Struggle that has taken place since we 
have had our form of civilization. It 
was my good fortune to be in the City 
of Stockholm in conference with the 
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officers of one of the Swedish unions, 
when this strike was at its height. I 
was able to see, perhaps, some of the 
most remarkable conditions prevailing 
during a strike that the world has ever 
witnessed. All the workmen of the 
country, practically, were on strike, and 
the streets were as peaceful as the 
streets of Toronto have been since we 
have been in this Convention. 

I was very anxious to getan account 


of the causes that*‘led to the strike, and 


I went, as any good American would. 
to the representative of the American 
Government in Stockholm, to secure this 
information. He was sick, but his sec- 
retary said he would do the best he 
could to put me in touch with some 
person who would give me all the in- 
formation I wished. From what he 
said over the telephone, I thought I was 
going to meet a representative of the 
Swedish Legislature. I went to the 
office where I was to meet this gentle- 
man, and he began to explain the causes 
of the strike. I thought his explana- 
tion was strange, coming from a man 
who had an interest in his fellow-men, 
and an interest in economics. The fur- 
ther he explained the strike, the more 
I was puzzled. He said, “Let me show 
you how it is done.” He then led me 
into a room thirty-six feet square, lined 
with a card-indexing system, and I dis- 
covered that instead of being in the 
office of a member of the Swedish Legis- 
lature, I was in the office of the secre- 
tary of the employers’ organization that 
was managing this strike, and he was 
explaining the blacklisting system to 
me. . 
In that blacklist system they had the 
names of 297,000 of the organized work- 
men of Sweden, where each was born, 
where he had worked, whether he was 
married, how many children he had, and 
his record as a unionist. The Employers’ 
Association, in preparing for this 
struggle, had a definite object in view. 
They had sent their emissaries over 
here to study the form of employers’ 
organizations we had. That they went 
about their effort in such a systematic 
way showed that they hoped to be able 
to crush out the movement built up by 
the Swedes. 

Some of the employers forced a re- 
duction early in the year. A few hun- 
dred men went out on strike against the 
reduction. The Employers’ Association 


there. 
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served notice on the officers of the or- 
ganizations that unles the men returned 
to work and accepted the reduction in 
wages, all the men would be locked out. 
They carried out their threat and locked 
out approximately 80,000 men. There 
was nothing left for the men of Sweden 
but to do as they did. 

After going through Sweden, it was 
my pleasure to pass through some of 
the other countries and meet the officers 
of organizations. I found the men were 
all on fire to help the Swedish workmen 
win the struggle and show that an 
employers’ organization in one country 
would not be strong enough to break 
up the movement so long as there are 
organized workmen in others. 

President Gompers—Before requesting 
Delegate Frey to address himself to the 
subject before the Convention, I sald 
I desired to say a word in connection 
with it. During my visit to Berlin, 
while at the headquarters of the gen- 
eral offices of the German Federation 
of Labor, during a session of the Gen- 
eral Commission, which is equal to our 
Executive Council, a Mr. Branting, rep- 
resenting the Swedish workmen, made 
his report and appeal. I there listened 
to a statement, a cold, bare statement 
of facts in regard to existing conditions 
He declared that the situation 
in Sweden was just this: Unless the 
Swedish trades unionists answered the 
threat of a general lockout by a general 
strike; in other words, if they were to 
be locked out, they were to be continu- 
ally on the defensive, they would be 
compelled to submit to what the Em- 
ployers’ Association demanded, which 
would be the dissolution of their labor 
movement. They could not maintain 
their position as an organized body and 
concede what the employers wanted, 
and to fail to comply with that demand 
meant a gtneral lockout. Instead of 
submitting to a general lockout, 80.000 
workmen having already been locked out, 
they answered it by a general strike. 

On the following evening a general 
meeting was held, at which Mr. Brant- 
ing made an address. I had also been 
invited; in fact the meeting was called 
on account of my presence there, and I 
took occasion to say that, having always 
done what I could, in association myself 
with my fellow-unionists, in preventing 
strikes of any sort, and certainly 
avoiding sympathetic strikes and gen- 
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eral strikes by all means in our power; 
but if a situation was presented in Swe- 
den such as was described by Mr. Brant- 
ing, there could be no division of opinion 
that the general strike was justified, 
and deserved the moral and financial 
support of the workers in every civilized 
country. When the general strike oc- 
curred, my only regret was that it would 
be so late before I could say a word 
to my fellow-workers in America that 
would bring forth some sort of financial 
response. But, late as it is in the 
strike and general movement, if the Am- 
erican workers will do what they can, 
in spite of all with which they are 
confronted, I am satisfied that the Swe- 
Gish contest will come to an end with 
advantage and honor, and the labor 
movement of Sweden will be saved to 
her people. I want to say this as a 
‚slight contribution toward this subject. 

Vice-President Duncan—I move that 
the appeal of the Swedish workers, con- 
veyed to this Convention by Mr. Tho- 
lin, be referred to a special committee 
of five, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent; and that said committee report to 
this Convention at the earliest possible 
date before adjournmet. 

The motion was seconded, and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers—The Chair has 
the pleasure of presenting the chief rep- 
resentative, not of an auxillary move- 
ment, but a co-operative movement with 
our trade union movement—the Presi- 
dent of the National Women’s Trade 
Union League, Mrs. Robins. 

Mrs. Margaret Dreier Robins—Mr. 
President and Brothers: We have been 
listening to reports of conventions. The 
National Women’s Trade Union League 
does not want to be outdone by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, and although 
we are only six years old, at the recent 
second biennial convention, held in Chl- 
cago, we had two fraternal delegates. 
All arrangements were made to have one 
of the women unionists of Sweden come 
to our convention when that great and 
tremendous strike and lockout, of which 
you have heard such a heroic account, 
brought an end to her plans; but we are 
looking forward to having a Swedish 
woman fraternal delegate at our next 
biennial convention. We had one fra- 
ternal delegate from Britain and one 
from Germany. The fraternal delegate 
from Great Britain was Miss Mary Mac- 
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Arthur, Secretary of the British Trades 
Union League, representing 200,000 or- 
ganized women workers of Great Britain. 
The fraternal delegate from Germany 
represented a local of stenographers. 
typists, business office and department 
store clerks. She was with us a reprs3- 
sentative of her local of 25,000 German 
women unionists. Her organization is 
especially interested in running an em- 
ployment agency for its members, and 
during the year of 1908, 6,000 members 
were placed in positions at a one-third 
higher rate of wages than was received 
by any other women outside the organi- 
zation in those trades represented. 

I never come to the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor and wit- 
ness the great statesmanship and leader- 
ship represented, but I think how dif- 
ferent is the story of the women’s 
unions. The women’s unions do not 
mean women only, they mean women and 
young girls and children. By way of 
thought and contrast, let me illustrate. 
The great seamen’s strike going on in 
America to-day and the great steel strike 
going on in the United States, so splen- 
didly led by officers and so heroically 
liived up to by the rank and file of the 
men—these strikes are of grown men. 
Almost invariably in our women’s 
strikes we have not only young girls but 
children as well. There is going on at 
the present time in New York City a 
strike of garment workers, employees 
of the Triangle Shirt Factory. Out of 
600 employees, 150 organized themselves 
into a union, and the minute that was 
known the employers dismissed the 
whole 160 girl workers. They dismissed 
them because they stated there was no 
necessity for having so many employees 
on account of the slackness of work. A 
day later that same firm advertised for 
workers, and the girls realized that they 
had been locked out on account of their 
union affiliations. 

The girls went on picket duty, and the 
policemen, understanding well that these 
young, foreign girls were deliberately 
and easily misled, arranged with the 
employers and the police department to 
have a number of thugs on hand. Six- 
teen thugs were present. They hit one 
of the union men present; this caused a 
tremendous excitement and the girls 
came forward. The patrol wagon was 
on hand and ninety-eight girls were 
arrested. The Women’s Trade Union 
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League went to the help of the workers 
in the Triangle factory. They arrested 
the President of the Women’s Trade 
Union League of New York, who is my 
sister. When I was receiving accounts 
ot that arrest in Chicago I thought of 
the Irishman who, when he landed in 
America was asked if he had ever been 
arrested. His reply was, ‘No, but may 
the good Lord forgive me!’ The condi- 
tion of these garment workers in any 
factory where young foreign girls are 
working can be duplicated in any one of 
the larger industrial centers. 


Perhaps you have been hearing of 
what is going on at the present time In 
our own State of Illinois. Possibly you 
have heard that there is a box manu- 
facturer named Ritchie, the same man 
who for the last fifteen years has fought 
the limitation of the hours of women's 
work. The eight-hour day bill was in- 
troduced in the Legislature of Illinois 
by the working women of Illinois, but 
they were forced to accept the ten-iour 
law. That law was signed by the Gov- 
ernor, and then began its enforcement. 
Three hundred workers in the stock 
yards sewing bags were reduced one 
hour a day, and the laundry workers 
were reduced from sixteen to ten hours 
a day. Then this manufacturer secured 
the co-operation of one of his employees, 
a woman of 43 years of age, who, at the 
suggestion of her employer, made the 
statement that unless she were permit- 
ted to work more than ten hours a day, 
she could not earn a living wage. She 
is stated to be a skilled and expert 
worker making four boxes an hour and 
earning four cents a box. Among the 
reasons given for the need of overtime 
was the statement made by Mr. Ritchie 
that the election committee the Com- 
missioners of Cook County named said 
they were always in a hurry for the 
boxes, not knowing when the elections 
in Cook County would come! It is bad 
enough for the women to be denied a 
vote, but if in addition they are told to 
work overtime at the rate of four cents a 
box, In order that the men may have 
them to cast their votes, I think it is 
too much. 


On the strength of this petition, Judge 
Tuthill {issued an Injunction against the 
enforcement of the law, deciding it un- 
constitutional, and to-day women are 
working sixteen hours a day in the 
eweat shops of Chicago under the ruling 
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of a judge who, during his official career 
of over fifty years, has never been asked 
to work longer than eight hours a day! 
What chance for re-election would he 
have if the working women of Illinois 
could vote? 

There is one other picture of this box 
factory I would like to leave with you, 
because it illustrates the danger of our 
time. The Women’s Trade Union League 
of Chicago arranged an open air meet- 
ing before the factory. Miss Mary Mac- 
Arthur spoke from the carriage, and as 
the 600 young girls came out of the 
factory, we tried to meet them and tell 
them the story. That was in October. 
but we had winter weather in October 
hy mistake. The thermometer had gone 
down to twenty-nine degrees. Coming 
out of one of the doors was a child not 
as high as my shoulder, with a skirt of 
thin material that reached just below 
her knees, and a thin black jacket pin- 
ned at the collar. I asked her to come 
over and hear Miss MacArthur speak. 
She looked at me and said, in the most 
pitiful way, as though repeating by note, 
“We are contented, we are contented.” 
“Oo,” I said, “don’t say that ever. What 
makes you contented, what are you 
earning?” She said she was earning 
five cents an hour. Mr. Ritchie stated 
somewhat proudly that he was giving 
five cents an hour, yet there that child 
stood holding in her hand the power for 
the greatest national disaster in our 
country. What trade Is secure against 
the introduction of machinery? And 
what machinery has yet been invented 
that does not ultimately go to the 
woman and the child? Of every latest 
invention you will see great placards and 
signs stating that any women, or girl, 
or child, can run that machinery. 


Five cents an hour! She is your com- 
retitor; she is our competitor; she is 
a danger to our nation, and there are 
only two ways open. one to bring her 
into our organized labor movement, and 
you should bring her into your or- 
ganizations and protect her through the 
laws of our country. We need for the 
women of our country legislation; we 
are entitled to it by decisions of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States—a 
most unusual backing for the statement. 
Judge Brewer declared that men and 
women were differently made. I am 
glad judges do know that. But on the 
strength of that knowledge, officially 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


stated, the United States in its various 
State Legislatures, is entitled to enact 
luws for the health and motherhood of 
our people. 

But though we separate ourselves in- 
to our women’s groups, we know our 
kinship with you, and because we realize 
that our young women and girls in our 
unions must understand the entire story 
—not only the story of their own group— 
we try to bring them into relationship 
with you. The Women's Trade Union 
League of Chicago issued a set of ques- 
tions and offered a prize for the best 
answers given. The question pertained 
to the extraordinary contempt proceed- 
ings against Brothers Gompers, Mitchell 
and Morrison; these question were an- 
swered by many of the girls, and those 
of the prize winners were printed. It 
helped to bring before these young 
workers the possibilities of the great 
story of the age in which we are living. 
The fact which brought out those con- 
tempt proceedings means leadership. It 
has been leadership on the part of Mr. 
Gompers, Mr. Morrison and Mr. Mitchell, 
and it is the high faith that falls not 
by the way. It reminds me of the story 
told of another time and another strug- 
gle. In Illinois were the first and the 
last martyrs to the cause of slavery— 
Elijah Lovejoy and Abraham Lincoln. 
When Elijah Loveloy pleaded for the 
slaves his press was destroyed, he was 
murdered and his body was thrown in 
a ditch. Thirty years later a grave was 
given him, and sixty years later the 
State of Illinois and the people of Alton 
placed a statue to the memory of the 
man who had the courage to say, “As 
long as American blood runs in my 
veins, I will hold myself free to speak, 
to write, to publish what I will on any 
subject whatever, holding myself amen- 
able for the same to the laws of my 
country.” 


Fricnds, to teach and train the young- 
er girls, to bring them into relationship 
with our group, to arouse within them 
a consciousness of their birthright, to 
show them a vision of the kingdom, to 
show them the way to enter in and take 
possession—such is the work of the Na- 
tional Women’s Trade Union League. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention the Rev. Charles Stelzle. 

Mr. Stelzie—Mr. Chairman and Fellow- 
Trade Unionists: For four consecutive 
years I have had the pleasure of meet- 
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ing with you In this Convention, repre- 
senting the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor. I come to you to- 
day, not representing that department 
officially, but representing officially the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, containing thirty- 
three denominations, with a membership 
of 18,000,000 and a constituency of 
40,000,000—in other words, the united 
Protestantism of America. I count it an 
honor to come here to-day in that capac- 
ity. Last December, in the city of Phila- 
delphia, this Society was organized, and 
upon one day of that Convention a 
series of resolutions were presented by 
a committee that had been at work for 
a whole year in order to present to that 
Convention a program which should 
adequately outline its policy with refer- 
ence to the social problem. Quite a 
rumber of labor men were consulted as 
to what should be said on this question, 
and I am going to take the privilege of 
reading a brief extract from the resolu- 
tions this committee presented: 


“We deem it the duty of all Chris- 
tian people to concern themselves di- 
rectly with certain practical industrial 
problems. To us it seems that the 
churches must stand 

“For equal rights and complete jus- 
tice for all men in all stations of life. 

‘For the right of all men to the oppor- 
tunity for self-maintenance—a right 
ever to be wisely and strongly safe- 
guarded against encroachment of every 

n 

“For the right of workers to some 
protection against the hardships often 
dustrial change. 
resulting from the swift crises of in- 

“For the principle of concillation and 
arbitration in industrial dissenstons. * 

“For the protection of the worker from 
dangerous machinery, occupational dis- 
ease, injuries and mortality. 

“For the abolition of child labor. 

“For such regulation of the conditions 
of toil for women as shall safeguard 
the physical. and moral health of the 
community. 

“For the suppression of the ‘sweating 
system.’ 

“For the gradual and reasonable re- 
duction of the hours of labor to the 
lowest practicable point, and for that 
degree of leisure for all, which is a con- 
dition of the highest human life. 

“For a release from employment one 
day in seven. 

“For a living wage as a minimum in 
every industry. and for the highest wage 
that each industry can afford. 

“For the most equitable division of 
the products of industry that can ulti- 
mately be devised. 

“For suitable provision for the old 
age of workers, and for those incapacit- 
ated by injury. 

“For the abatement of poverty. 
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“To the tollers of America, and to 
those who, by organized effort, are seek- 
ing to lift the crushing burdens of the 
poor, and to reduce the hardships and 
uphold the dignity of labor, this Council 
sends the greeting of human brother- 
hood and the pledge of sympathy and 
of help in a cause which belongs tu all 
who follow Christ.” 


These resolutions might have been 
passed by the American Federation of 
Labor. Indeed, there is no resolution 
that I can recall which has been passed 
by this body, that surpasses it in its 
significance. And remember, that these 
resolutions were passed by 350 of the 
leading churchmen of the country. They 
were passed unanimously and with en- 
thusiasm by these men representing the 
18,000,000 Protestant church members of 
lutions. I haven’t much sympathy with 
America. Well, you say, these are 
merely resolutions. I haven’t much sym- 
pathy with a company of people who 
pass resolutions and then “lie down on 
the job.’ That is done too often; but to 
make them operative this Federal Coun- 
cil of the Church of Christ in America 
appointed a commission and when they 
asked me to become its Secretary, I said, 
“What do you want me to do?’ They 
said, “That is up to you.” I replied, 
“All right, if it is up to me, these reso- 
lutions are going to count for something 
in America or else you will have to eat 
them.” 


These men were perfectly sincere when 
they passed the resolutions. I know 
practically every one of them. It is 
true, there were among them many dif- 
ferences of opinion, but they had one 
common purpose and programme so far 
as their relation to the Industrial prob- 
lem was concerned. In this body before 
me to-day I find many shades of opin- 
fon; there Is a difference in religion. 
Here is found the Catholic, the Jew and 
the Protestant, but when you come here 
you forget those things In your fight for 
the industrial improvement of the people 
you represent. There Is a difference of 
opinion so far as politics are concerned, 
and a difference of opinion so far as 
economics are concerned. Here is the 
Socialist, the Communist, the Philoso- 
phical Anarchist, the Single Taxer, and 
s0 on down the line, all represented in 
the American Federation of Labor; but 
forgetting all this, you are banded to- 
gether for the uplift of the common 
people and for the furtherance 
our labor movement. 

What is this labor movement anyway? 


REPORT OF 


PROCEEDINGS 


There are thousands of men who are de- 
luded by the vain hope that if they can 
abolish the labor union they will have 
solved the labor question. They forget 
that the labor union is not the labor 
question. If every labor union were 
wiped out to-day, the labor question 
would still be present, and I think in a 
more aggravated form than we have it 
to-day. Slowly but surely the masses 
of the people are coming to their own 
and no human power can stop their on- 
ward march. This is the great labor 
movement that confronts us today, and 
no man, I care not who he may be, dare 
claim that he has a monopoly of all 
wisdom. It is only as we combine our 
wisdom that we shall come to those con- 
clusions that shall point out the way. 
not only for those who are here to-day. 
but for those who shall follow us. 


For long years the people fought for 
religious democracy and they won; and 


then for four hundred years they shed 
their blood upon many a battle field as 
they fought for political democracy, and 
they conquered; to-day they are fighting 
for industrial democracy, and no one 
can deprive them of their victory. I 
have no programme to-day to submit to 
you as to how this industrial problem 
shall be solved. When a man comes to 
me with a cock-sure remedy, I always 
come to the conclusion that it is time 
to adjourn the meeting. We to-day must 
be opportunists, seeking the next thing. 
whatever that may be, and then moving 
on to that which shall follow. 


What do I mean when I speak of the 
church? It is not the Presbyterian 
Church, it is not the Methodist, it Is not 
the Protestant Episcopal The church !s 
the body of men and women in every de- 
nomination who are seeking to usher 
in the kingdom of God. These men are 
found everywhere working together. not 
always as an organization, but each in 
his own place, to accomplish the will of 
God in the world. Sometimes you will 
find a single denomination or a preacher 
who will make mistakes, but will you 
also be mindful of the fact that that 
man and that denomination is not the 
church? Labor has a perfect right to 
demand that it shall be judged by its 
best and not by its worst aspects, and 
by the same token I demand that the 


of ® church shall be judged by its best and 


not by its worst men. Both church and 
lebor have made mistakes. One need 
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not go back very far in the history of 
the church to find duplicated practically 
everything we deplore in organized la- 
tor to-day, even down to boycotting and 
slugging. Anyone who knows church 
history knows how true this is, and 
tecause it is true we churchmen cannot 
hold up our hands in Pharisaical su- 
premacy and declare ourselves so much 
better than the men in the labor move- 
ment who are passing through the same 
period we passed through years ago. We 
both made mistakes, and whatever dif- 
ference of opinion there may be be- 
tween us, we at least have this in com- 
mon—our mutual mistakes—and they 
will provide a platform big enough for 
a lot of us to stand upon. These mis- 
takes are made mostly because of the 
enthusiasm and the eagerness and the 
impatience of the men who desire to 
have things accomplished. 


But they have both done other things. 
Labor has been fighting for those who 
are going through life seeing nothing 
but the grayness and the blackness and 
the darkness, living in filthy tenements, 
in slums, working in unsanitary fac- 
tories, suffering from the lack of a living 
wage, long hours of labor, back-break- 
ing toil, the inability to pay doctor's 
blls, to pay for medicine and food, be- 
ing put out upon the streets because 
they cannot pay their rent, the lack of 
leisure, the hopelessness of old age. Talk 
about preaching hell fire to such men 
and women! What they want to know is 
how to get out of the hell in which they 
are now living. No hell in the future 
can hold for them more terrors than the 
hell they know most about. 

I have no sympathy, no patience with 
a maudlin sympathy which merely ex- 
presses itself in the passing of a few 
resolutions and the shedding of a few 
weak tears. I have always said that 
when others fall down at that point, or- 
ganized labor comes in and finishes the 
job. Now, for this reason, among others, 
I stand for organized labor, and I think 
I can say that I speak to as many men 
in America as any man living. Last year 
the audiences I addressed, not only on 
Sunday afternoons, but during the week, 
rarely numbered less than 2,000, twica 
there were 5,000, twice there were 10,- 
000, and once there were 15,000. 

I am going to be perfectly frank with 
you this afternoon. It has cost me 
something to take this stand. I shall 
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not say a word about the financial loss, 
because that does not matter, but I am 
going to say this, and I have a right 
to say it, that I have never in my ex- 
perience received a single dollar from 
organized labor or from anybody else for 
anything I have ever written for the 
l&bor press, nor have I ever received on? 
penny from organized labor for any- 
thing that I have ever done in behalf of 
tre labor movement. I say it has cost 
me something to take this stand. There 
are some cities in America in which 
I am not permitted to speak because of 
my attitude with regard to the labor 
question. A man said to me recently, 
“Stelzle, why do you do it? Some day 
these fellows will thrown you down, 
just as they have thrown down their 
own leaders.” I replied, “What if they 
co? I will continue to stand by these 
principles because I believe tn them.” I 
have said repeatedly to our General As- 
sembly which gives me my job, “Any 
time you want this job because of the 
things I am saying, you can have It.” 
I have asked no favors of the church, 
and I ask no favors of organized labor. 
I am on this job because I belfeve in it. 
and I am going to stay on the job as 
long as God gives me breath, and if it is 
not in this capacity it will be in some 
other. 


I need not tell you why. I have told 
that story once vefcre in this Conven- 
tion. There is no suffering through 
which you and your constituency have 
passed, no physical suffering, but what 
I can match your story. All the things 
to which Mrs. Robins alluded this after- 
noon I know about. I know about thc 
dark tenement; I know what it means 
to work at sweatshop wages and have 
my mother work at them. I know what 
it means to be put on the etreets on the 
East Side of New York City, because 
that mother could not pay the rent, 
small as it was. I know what it means 
to go for weeks living on stale rolls with 
simply a pinch of salt sprirkled on them. 
I know that, and much more, and it is 
because I know these things that I do 
know what my fellows’ are passing 
through; and it is In their behalf, in be- 
half of the little children, and the wo- 
men and the down-trodden men that I 
am fighting my battle, not as a pro- 
fessional labor man, but as a preacher 
who believes that the church Is simply 
a means to an end and not an end in 
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itself, and that end is the uplifting of 
our common humanity. 

President Gompers announced as the 
special committee provided for in the 
motion offered by Vice-President Dun- 
can in regard to the Swedish workers: 
Jumes Duncan, Thomas L. Lewis, James 
M. Lynch, J. M. Barnes and Daniel J. 


Tobin. 
Secretary Morrison read the follow- 


ing telegrams: 
Sacramento, Cal., Nov. 11, 1909. 
Samuel Gompers, Convention Hall, A. 
. of L., Toronto. 

Greetings. We are in sympathy with 
your efforts to maintain the constitu- 
tional rights of American citizens. Jus- 
tice must prevail. Use every endeavor. 
SACRAMENTO FEDERATED TRADES 

COUNCIL. 

Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 11, 1909. 
Frank Morrison, Secretary A. F. of L. 
Convention, Toronto: 

As Mayor of Atlanta, I extend the 
Federation a cordial invitation to hold 
its next Annual Convention in this city. 
We have a large new auditorium, to 
which you will be welcome, and all of 
our people will give you a glad greet- 


ing. 
5 ROBERT F. MADDO Mayor. 
Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 11, 1909. 
Frank Morrison, Convention Hal, To- 
ronto: 


I extend cordial invitation for your 
body to hold its next Annual Convention 


in Atlanta. 
JOSEPH M. BROWN, Governor. 


He read also an invitation from Mr. 
J M. Wilkinson, a director of the ‘‘Peo- 
ple’s Sunday Services,” to the delegates 
tc attend the meeting to be addressed 
by Rev. Sam W. Small next Sunday 
night at the Princess Theatre. 

Secretary Morrison announced that the 
delegates to the Convention have re- 
ceived a cordial invitation from His 
Grace Archbishop McEvay to attend the 
10.30 services at St. Michael’s Cathedral 
on Sunday, November 14th. 

Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from the Single Tax Association 
to the delegates, inviting them to visit 
the headquarters of the Association at 
76 Yonge St. 

During the sessions the following reso- 
lutions were introduced, and by Presi- 
dent Gompers referred to the proper 
ccmmittees: 

Resolution No. 53—By W. D. Mahon, 
C. O. Pratt and Ben Commons of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street and 
Flectric Rallway Employes of Am- 
“rica: 


of Labor is an international movement. 


e 
WHEREAS, The American Federation 


having for its object the uplifting and 
improvements of the conditions of the 
men and women of toil, irregardless of 
the national or government boundary 
 ıes, and 

WHEREAS, It seems from the reports 
that the American Federation of Labor 
is not properly and thoroughly afli- 
ated and united with the workers of the 
Old World; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council are hereby authorized 
to make such arrangements, and to 
afflliate the American Federation of 
Labor with the International Labor Con- 
gress of Europe and such other Interna- 
tional bodies as will properly and thor- 
oughly unite and cement our movements 
with the organized movements of the 
world in behalf of labor. 


Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 


Resolution No. 54—By Dele-ate Frank 
Feeney, of the Elevator Constructors’ 
International Union: 

WHLREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists permitted their 
members to take the places of Elevator 
Constructors, who were on strike against 
the Otis Elevator Co., for an increase in 
wages and better conditions in Chicago, 
Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has been requested 
by the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor, the Chicago Building Trades 
Council, and the Local Union of Eleva- 
tor Constructors in Chicago, Illinois, to 
withdraw their members from elevator 
work in Chicago, and not to allow their 
members to act detrimental to the in- 
terests of the men on strike who were 
seeking to better their conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists and the Elevator 
Constructors’ Union of Chicago submit- 
ted the work in dispute to arbitration 
before Honorable Federal Judge Peter S. 
Groscup, of the Northern District of 
Illinois, and he decided that, according 
to the laws and verdict of the American 
Trederation of Labor, the Machinists 
were infringing upon the jurisdiction of 
the Elevator Constructors; and 

WHEREAS, The Machinists and Ele- 
vator Constructors agreed to abide by 
the finding of Judge Groscup: and 

WHEREAS. The Machinists have not 
complied with the decision; therefore. 


be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, now in session at To- 
ronto, Canada, that the officers of the 
International Association of Machinists 
be, and are hereby instructed to imme 
diately withdraw their members from 
elevator work for the Otis Elevator 
Company, in buildings under course of 
erection in Chicago, where they have 
taken and are now filling the places 
of members of the Elevator Construc- 
tors’ Union of Chicago, and are work- 
ing for a less wage scale than the Ele 
vator Constructors’ Union went on strike 
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for, and are now receiving from every 
lulevator Manufacturin~ Company in 
Chicago except the Otis Company. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 55—By Delegate P. J. 
Carlson of the Tri-City Labor Congress, 
Rock Island: 


WHEREAS, The Ordinance Officers in 
charge of the Rock Island Arsenal, are 
doing all in their power to reduce 
wages and establish the piecework sys- 
tem among the workers employed in the 
shops and factories at that arsenal; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that this re- 
duction of wages, establishment of the 
piecework system, and by the employ- 
ment of boys under sixteen years of 
age, by these officers, are detrimental 
to organized labor now in the Govern- 
ment employ at this arsenal and in 
other places where the Government are 


employing mechanics and laborers; 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the President of 


the American Federation of Labor be 
authorized to appoint a committee of 
one member from each organization now 
involved in this reduction, and that this 
Committee appointed, meet the Com- 
mittee of the Federated Arsenal Em- 
ployees about the 10th of December, 
1909, in Washington, D. C., to lay this 
matter before the proper Ordinance offi- 
cers, with a view of a settlement favor- 
able to the employees of this arsenal. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 56—By Delegates D. 
D'Alessandro and H. P. Smith, of the 
Internation Union of Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers: 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Arnual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor hereby declare the 
action of the Building Trade Department 
of the a. F. of L. in orderin~ a Conven- 
tion of the International Union of Hod 
Carriers and puilding Laborers as null 
and void and in violation of Section 2, 
Article * of the American Federation of 
Labor, which guarantees the autonomy 
of each International Union affillated. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 57—By Delegates 
D. D'Alessandro and H. P. Smith of the 
International Union of Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers: 


RESOLVED, That whereas, the Bulld- 
ing Trades Department of the A. F. of 
L., at the Tampa Convention, passed a 
resolution whic the International 
Union of Hod Carriers and Building Lab- 
orrs of America regard as unjust and 
without any justification whatever, 
which, if permitted to stand, would 
establish a very dangerous precedent, 
and would destroy the autonomy guar- 
anteed by this Federation to its affili- 
ated international bodies, set aside the 
laws of the organization and grant to 
the department a dictatorship over such 
International Unions as would in time 
involve the American Federation of 
Labor in a disastrous fight and perhaps 
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lead to most serious consequences; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the International 
Union of Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers hereby appeal from the decision 
rendered by the Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
A. F. of L., which we regard as op- 
pressive, unjust, unconstitutional, dic- 
tatorial and absolutely without warrant 
or precedent, and if permitted to stand, 
will lead to serious consequences, not 
only to the Building Department, but to 
every other department, and as a result, 
injure the Trades Union movement. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
rades. 


Resolution No. 58—By Delegate Ed- 
ward T. Hannah, International Union of 
Rammersmen, Etc: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Pavers, Rammersmen, Flaggers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb-setters, ave 
successfully organized the various 
branches of this industry, but still lack 
one branch, namely, that of blue stone- 
cutting; and 

WHEREAS, There are a large number 
of blue stone-cuttors, who have a form 
of organization, but are outside of the 
Trades Union Movement; and 

WHEREAS, Our International Union 
has the assurance that these men will 
affiliate with it, if the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will give us the right to 
accept them; and 

WHEREAS, The blue stone-cutting 
comes under our jurisdiction since our 
flaggers and curb-setters handle and 
dress that material; 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor at Toronto, Canada, 
give the International Union of Pavers 
Rammersmen, Flaggers, Bridge an 
Stone Curb-setters the privilege and 
right to accept and organize the blue 
stone-cutters within its ranks. 


irene to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 59—By Delegate John 
C. Harding of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Printer Roller Mak- 
ers of Chicago, holding a charter from 
the A. F. of L., recently inaugurated a 
strike for recognition of the union and 
the establishment of the eight-hour day, 


and 

WHEREAS, The Samuel 
Sons’ Mfg. Co. is the only firm in Chi- 
cago running a non-union printers’ roll- 
ers establishment: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council and 
the executive officers of the printin 
trades for the purpose of taking suc 
action as the facts in the case may war- 
rant. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 
Resolution No. 60—By Delegates Her- 


Bingham 


a bert Crampton and James Reid of the 


Amalgamated Society of Carpenters: 
Amend or add to Section 12, of Article 
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TX. of the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

To provide that no Department of the 
American Federation of Labor shall, by 
any exercise of disciplinary powers, take 
action against any International or Na- 
tional Union which may be in conflict 
with the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor in any particular. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegates D. 
D'Alessandro, H. P. Smith and Dr. Kirby, 
of the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers’ Union: 

We, the undersigned delegates to the 
‘Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, repre- 
senting the International Hod C ers 
and ullding Laborers’ Union of 
America, appeal from the decision of the 
Committee on Adjustment at the Second 
Annual Convention of the_ Building 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L. to 
this, the Twenty-ninth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American. ederation of 
Labor, and we ask that the charter 
granted to the International Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers be revoked by the 
American .cueration of Labor, as the 
jurisdiction of that organization conflicts 
with the jurisdiction anted to the In- 
ternational Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers’ Union of America, which or- 
ganization was organized and granted a 
charter from the A. F. of L. three (3) 
months prior to the chartering of the 
1. B. of G. W. 

The following is the report of the 
Committee on Adjustment at the Second 
Annual Convention of the B. T. D. of the 
A. F. of L.: 

“We, your committee, recommend that 
where there are existine agreements be- 
tween the american Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers and International Union 
of Hod Carriers and Building Laborers, 
they shall remain the same. But we 
concede the richt to the Cement Work- 


ers to control all laborers working ex- 
clusively at the Cement Industry.’ 
This report of the Adjustment Com- 


mittee was adopted by the Convention 
of the B. T. D. and an appeal was taken 
at once by delegate H. P. Smith of our 
International Union. 

Referred to Committee on Bullding 


Trades. 


Resolution No. 62—By Delegate Agnes 
Nestor of the International Glove Work- 
ers’ Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The International Glove 


Workers’ Union of America has been or- 
ganized but for a period of seven years, 
and during that time has struggled 
under the greatest difficulties, and has 
therefore been unable to extend the or- 
ganization: and 

WHEREAS, Our organization is now 
making special efforts to carry on a 
campaign of organization in various lo- 
calities: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
ell of the American Federation of Labor 
be authorized by this Convention to give 
our organization assistance in this work 
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by instructing organisers in all locali- 
ties to give particular attention to the 
organizing of glove workers, and 

give us a special organizer for a period 
of six months. 


tl Referred to Committee on Organize- 
on. 


Resolution No. 63—By Delegates R. 
Glockling and James W. Dougherty of 
the International Brotherhood of Book- 
binders: 


WHEREAS, The value and utlflity of 
the Union Label, as an organizing factor, 
is Armiy established among trade union- 
sts; an 


WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Bookbinders has the greatest 
difficulty in organizing that branch of 
their craft, technically known as 
“Stock Blank Work,” and to which the 
Allied Printing Trades Council Label 
does not apply, such as ordinary day- 
books, journals, plain ledgers, blotters, 
exercise books, cash books. or any class 
of books without printing therein, by 
reason of the fact that such class of 
work is produced largely by cheap for- 
eign labor, and to a large extent on & 
sweatshop basis; and 


WHEREAS, Much of this class of 
wodk is constantly in use in the offices 
of our International, State, Central and 
local labor organizations; be it there- 
ore 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in its Twenty-ninth 
Convention assembled, hereby recom- 
mend that all International, State, Cen- 
tral, Local and Federal Unions, together 
with all offices of all departments of the 
Federation itself, do encourage to the 
extent of their ability the use of the 
“Bookbinders’ Blank Book Label” by 
demanding such blank books as bear the 
label of the International Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders; and do further recom- 
mend that all labor journals do aid and 
encourage, through their columns, the 
use of the same. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 64—By Delegation, In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Seamen of the Great 
Lakes have been on strike for the last 
seven months, about 9,000 men, includ- 
ing sailors, marine firemen and marine 
cooks, being involved; and 


WHEREAS, These union men have, 
during the last two sailing seasons, 
been compelled to struggle against condi- 
tions, alike detrimental to the service 
and unendurable by them as men, sought 
to be imposed upon them by an organi- 
zation of vessel owners, known as the 
Lake Carriers’ Association. This 
struggle really began in April, 1908, by 
the Lake Carriers’ Association declaring 
for the so-called “open shop.” and al- 
most immediately followed this action 
by establishing employment offices 
through which all seamen employed by 
them were to be engaged. he condi- 
tions of such engagement being the re 
nunciation of affiliation with any organi- 


e 








gation of labor. Not feeling satisfied 
that such renunciations as they obtained 
were genuine, the ship-owners, in a 
large number of instances, made it a 
condition of employment that the men 
already employed, or seeking employ- 
ment, must make affidavit that they are 
not now, nor will they be, affiliated with 
any organization of labor while earn'ng 
their bread as seamen. Still feeling tha 
men might be willing to make such il- 
legal affidavit in order to continue in 
employment at times when employment 
in other avocations was scarce and dif- 
ficult to obtain, and that, after all, they 
needed some stronger, and, in their 
opinion, more enduring means of abso- 
lute control over seamen, they sent spe- 
cial representatives to Great Britain, 
with a view of investigating, and, if suit- 
able to their purpose, em oying a SYB- 
tem which had been us by the ship- 
owners of that country for the same 

urpose as they themselves had in view. 

hese representatives returned, and evi- 
dently reported that the English Ship- 
ping Federation, Limited, had been the 
means in that country of depriving the 
seamen of such hope and faith as, for 
a long time, was sufficient to prevent 
any efficient organization amongst them, 
and at the same time reducing t e wages 
to such figures that it has been found 
increasingly impossible to induce white 
men to ship, and as a result 65,000 
Chinese and Lascars are now employed 
on British vessels. The Lake Carriers’ 
Association dctermined to adopt this 
system, and impose it upon all its mari- 
time employees. The main features of 
this system are: A certificate of mem- 
bership in the Shipping Federation, 
Limited, containing an agreement in 
writing to serve under any terms and 
conditions imposed by the ship-owner; 
a registration of name, age, personal ap- 
pearance, signature, if any visible per- 
sonal peculiarities, such as birthmarks, 
sears or other etill more effective means 
of identification: an industrial passport, 
the holder of which Is to be thus ident!- 
fied, and a system of character mark3, 
such as the master of a vessel may 
choose to give, and upon which future 
employment or non-employment {is to 
aepend. The seamer ‘of the lakes were 
made acquainted with the purpose of the 
T.ake Carriers’ Association by author- 
ized statements and interviews published 
in the daily press, concerning a so-called 
“welfare plan” which the Lake Carriers 
proposed to inaugurate, and were in- 
formed, from the same source, that it 
«vas modelled upon the system employed 
by the British shipowners. The seamen 
knew only too well what this system 
would mean to them, partly from the 
officials of the British Seamen's unions, 
partly from official documents issued by 
the British Government, partly because 
many of them had suffered under it 
prior to having made their escape from 
it. and also from confessions made by 
the manager of the English Shipping 
Federation, Limited. 
all liberty would vanish, and life become 
unbearable under that system, and 
therefore, in April, 1909, by a unani- 
mous vote, the seamen decided they 
would not work on any vessel, the owner 
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They knew that” 
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of which insisted upon the seamen 
agreeing to what the ship-owners are 
pleased to call a “welfare plan.’ The 
sbip-owners had themselves acknow- 
ledged it to be a copy of the notorious 
Shipping Federation. : In fact, it is de- 
cidedly more vicious than even the Eng- 
lish sytsem in this, that the lake book 
was to be subject to revocation by any 
ship’s officer at any time for any reason 
or no reason, such revocation being ab- 
solute black list and exile from the call- 
ing. Not even the ship’s owner had the 
power to return or replace it. 

In the struggle which has gone on 
this season, and which still continues, 
a large number of the skilled seamen 
of the lakes have left the calling, and 
are liable to be a permanent loss to the 
merchant marine of the country; human 
lives have been sacrificed, and damage 
to property, amounting to millions of 
dollars, has occurred, owing to the in- 
capacity of the men employed as strike- 
breakers; and 

WHEREAS, The Seamen have now 
been on strike seven months, and de- 
clare it as their determination that they 
will continue to strike until the ship- 
owners of the lakes cease their effort 
ized labor, and that they deserve the 
upon them: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
that the strike of the Seamen on the 
Great Lakes be endorsed; that they has 
given the moral support of all organ- 
ized labor ‚and that they deserve the 
active sympathy and support of all lib- 
erty-loving men: and further 

RESOLVED, That, as financial support 
may ultimately be needed by the Sea- 
men, the American Federation of Labor 
hereby pledge such financial aid as the 
laws provide and the Executive Council 
may approve. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 65—By Delegates W. J. 
Dougherty and W. B. Powlesland, of the 
International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers: 

WHEREAS, The International Bro- 


therhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers, 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, which charter of affiliation 
was granted in the year 1890, has juris- 
diction over all the men employed in the 
Blacksmith trade; and 

WHEREAS, There are some other or- 
ganizations admitting to membership, 
Blacksmiths and Helpers in violation of 
the recognized and admitted jurisdiction 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helvers which is in- 
jurious to the welfare and progress of 
the men engaged in the Blacksmith 
trade; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
and Helpers !s the only organization 
having jurisdiction over the Blacksmiths 
and Helpers, and recommend to the men 
engaged in the trade to affiliate them- 
selves with their fellow craftmen by 
becoming members of the International 
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Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Help- 
ers; and, be it further 

RLESULVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor 
notify all General and Special Organizers 
of the [Federation to organize the men 
in the Blacksmith trade into the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and 
Helpers; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American r'ederation of Labor shall 
cause to be stricken out of the books of 
instructions to organizers the word 
“Blacksmith” or ‘Helper’ wherever it 
appears, except under the jurisdiction 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 66—By Delegate J. P. 
Coughlin of the Brooklyn Central 
Labor Union: 


WHEREAS. Section 2, Article II of 
the Constitution of the A. F. of L. re- 
quires national and _ international 
unions to instruct their locals to afflli- 
ate with chartered central bodies; and 

WHEREAS, The Norfolk convention 
of 1907 passed two resolutiona—Nos. 
28 and 135 (see proceedings, pages 240 
and 289) in regard to a dual central 
body known as the Brooklyn Feder- 
ation of Labor, by the terms of which 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L. was to compel national and interna- 
tional unions to require all locals to 
affiliate with the Brooklyn Central 
Labor Union, which is the chartered 
body of the A F. of L; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Councli 
of the A. F. of L. advised the Brook- 
lyn Central Labor Union to attempt, 
by concilllatory tactics, to consolidate 
the dual body, and the Brooklyn Cent- 
ral Labor Union did labor earnestly 
for over a year to secure consolidation, 
only with the result of utter failure; 


and 

WHEREAS, National and interna- 
tional unions have failed to compel 
their locals to affiliate with the Brook- 
lyn Central Labor Union, and, in the 
case of the Coopers’ International 
Union we were informed that they had 
no constitutional right to force their 
local—No. 14—into the C.LU. against 
their will; and 

WHEREAS, The following unions 
are still afflliated with the Brooklyn 
Federation of Labor, the dual central 
body, to wit: Bakery & Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union, No. 3; 
Brewery Workers’ International Union, 
Nos. 64, 69, 345, 347; nited Brother- 
hood of Capenters & Joiners, Nos. 12, 
32, 291. and, Coopers’ International 
Unton, No. 14; and 

WHEREAS, There are a very large 
part of the local unions of Brooklyn 
affiliated with international unions 
which have failed, and still refuse, to 
affiliate with the SBrookhyn Central 
Labor Unton. Following is a partial 
list of unaffillated unions: Boiler Mak- 
ers’ & Iron Shipbuilders’, Nos. 3, 36, 
338: I. A. of Bridge & Structural Iron 
Workers’, No. 104: all local unions of 
the United Garment Workers, except 
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Cutters’ Local, No. 5; Brotherhood of 
Tailors, No. 8; Inside Freight Handl- 
ers, No. 126; United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters & Joiners, Nos. 787, 109, 126, 
147, 175, 247, 258, 381, 451.. 639, 736. 
1008, 1425; Metal Lathers, No. 273; Bro- 
therhood of Painters and Decorators, 
Nos. 992, 927, 942, 679; Pavers & Ram- 
mers, Nos. 2 and 6; Operative Plaster- 
ers, Nos. 30, 316: all Hod Carriers’ and 
Building Laborers’ Locals, excepting 
Nos. 61 and 155; United Cloth Hat & 
Cap Makers, No. 52; Navy Yard Clerks. 
No. 12,327, and, Cigar Packers, No. 292; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty ninth 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that the Execu- 
tive Council take immediate steps. 
through the proper national and inter- 
national unions, to compel above-men- 
tioned locals now affiliated with the 
Brooklyn Federation of Labor to with- 
draw and to affiliate with the chartered 
central body—the Brooklyn Central 
Labor Union—and that the above-men- 
tioned and all other unaffiliated unions 
in Brooklyn be compelled to affiliate 
with the Brooklyn Central Labor 
Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of any 
national or international union refus- 
ing to compel their constituent locals 
to comply with above resolution, the 
Executive Council shall revoke the 
charter of said national or interna- 
tional union failing to comply; and, be 
is further 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Laws report at this convention a con- 
stitutional amendment giving the Ex- 
ecutive Council full power and author- 
ity to enforce Section 2 of Article II. 
of the Constitution of the A. F. of L 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 67. — By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor of the International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Congress of the 
United States has authorized an ap- 
propriation for a national investiga- 
tion into the condition of women and 
children in the industries of our coun- 
try: and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Supreme 
Court and the Supreme Courts of 
twenty-seven States have established 
the legality of limiting the hours of 
women’s labor, and have decided as 
constitutional the principle of protec- 
tive legislation for working women: 


and 

WHEREAS, The rapid increase of 
women workers in the factories, mills 
and shops of the nation is fraught with 
industrial and social consequences of 
the utmost importance to the national 
welfare: now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
in convention as- 
sembled respectfully asks the Hon. 
Charies Nagle, secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor, and the 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


Hon. Charles P. Neill, commissioner of 
the Bureau of Labor, to create in said 
Bureau of Labor a specific department 
for the investigation, and report from 
time to time upon the condition of 
working women in the United States, 
with special reference to protective 
legislation directed to the preservation 
of the health, safcty aud morals of the 
motherhood or our peop'e; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we respectively 
urge upon said secretary and commia- 
sioner the wisdom, propriety and jus- 
tice of appointing a woman as the 
head of such department; and be it 
further . 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these 
resolutions, signed by the President 
and Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and bearing the official 
seal, be mailed to the Hon. Charles 
Nagle, secretary of Comerce and 
Labor, and the Hon. Charles P. Neill, 
Labor Commissioner of the United 

ates, 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 68.—By Delegates 
James O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, C. W. 
Fry, J. J. Keppler and Thomas Van 
Lear, of the International Association 
of Machinists: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists was chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor and 
conceded, so far as the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has a right to do so, 
jurisdiction over all work performed 
by machinists, regardless of where 
such work is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor 
granted a charter of affiliation to the 
International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors over the protest of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists, 
which is a violation of the Constitution 
of the A. F. of L., because it provides 
that no charter shall be granted to one 
organization claiming jurisdiction 
over which another organization affili- 
ated with the A. F. of L. has already 
been granted jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has always had, 
and still has, jurisdiction over the as- 
sembling, erecting and repairing of all 
kinds of machinery, regardless of 
where said machinery may be assem- 
bled, erected or repaired; and 


WHEREAS, The Executive officers of - 


the International Assoclation of Mach- 
inists, with a view of adjusting the dis- 
pute between the two organizations, 
have had several conferences, with a 
view of bringing about an amalgama- 
tion of the International Union of Ele- 
vator Constructors with the I. A. of M., 
and to this end, a proposition was 
drawn up and submitted to the officers 
of the Elevator Constructors’ organiza- 
tion, which they agreed to submit to 
the membership for a vote and later re- 
fused to do so; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the I. 
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A. of M. to the 29th Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
were instructed by the Convention of 
the I. A. of M. held in the city of 
Denver, September 19, 1909, to intro- 
duce in the 29th Annual Convention of 
the A. F. of L. a resolution instructing 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L. to withdraw the charter granted to\ 


the Elevator Constructors’ organiza- 
tion; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 


Council] of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby instructed by the dele- 
gates assembled in the 29th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of*L., to make 
an arrangement whereby all members 
employed in elevator construction work 
shall be transferred to the respective 
organizations having jurisdiction over 
such work and that the charter of the 
International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors shall be withdrawn and can- 
celled; this resolution to go into effect 
not later than January 1, 1910. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 

Resolution No. 69.—By Delegates In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Associ- 
ation: 


BE IT RESOLVED, By the American 


Federation of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled; That we as a body indorse the 
deep waterway projects throughout the 
country, and we heartily recommend to 
Congress that money be appropriated 
for the purpose of carrying on con- 
struction of waterways in different 
parts of the United States, and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this re- 
solution be forwarded to the President 
of the United States, President of the 
Senate, Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives, and Chairman of the 
Rivers and Harbors Committee, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 70.—By Delegation, 
International Seamen’s Union of Amer- 
ica: 

WHEREAS, The Seamen are still sub- 
ject to involuntary servitude—being by 
law compelled to render service or la- 
bor against their will; and 

WHEREAS, Seamen q':tting work in 
foreign countries are sti}!. under treat- 
jes between nations, treated as crim- 
inals, arrested and returned to their 
masters; 

WHEREAS, Vessels, even those 
which carry pasesngers, are permitted 
to go to sea with crews the members 
of which have no Knowledge either of 
their work or the language of the offi- 
cers, thereby sacrificing property and 
human lives to unnecessary dangers 
and loss in the interests of cheap 


. (Transportation by water: and 


WHEREAS, H.R. 11193, to amend the 
law as relative to American Seamen, to 
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prevent under manning and unskilled 
manning of American vessels, and to 
encourage the training of boys in the 
American Merchant Marine, introduced 
by the Hon. Mr. Spight, of Mississippi, 
is designed to correct these and other 
evils: therefore, 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
dtion of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled that we endorse this bill and urge 
its speedy enactment into law. 


Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 

Resolution No. 71.—By Delegates M. 
O’Sullivan, T. J. Butler and R. G. M. 
Ross, of the Sheet Metal Workers’ In- 
ternational Alliance: 


WHERAS, By Act of Congress of the 
United States and subsequent rulings of 
the Post Office Department, ‘Trade 
Union” and “Fraternal Society” publi- 
cations, distributed under the Second- 
Class Privilege, are denied the privilege 
of carrying general advertisements in 
their columns, except where subscrip- 
tions are made by individual members 
direct to the office of publication; and 

WHEREAS, Said Act and subsequent 
rulings are wholly unjust, seriously 
detrimental and apparently inaugurat- 
ed for the purpose of depriving bona 
fide publications of a rightful privi- 
lege; and 

WHEREAS, At the present time the 
Post Office Department is conducting & 
series of investigations among Trade 
Union publications with the view of 
compelling a strict adherence to the 
letter of the law as applied to Second 
Class Entry, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed by this Convention 
to use every influence within its power 
to have Congress amend the Acts of 
July 16th, 1894, and June 6th, 1900, to 
the extent of allowing Trade Union 
publications to carry advertisements 
where the subscription price for same 
is paid through a monthly per capita 
tax or similar provisions as are com- 
monly practiced by trade unions of fra- 
ternal societies. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions, 

Resolution No. 72. — By Delegates 
Wm. J. McSorley and Edwin T. Steven- 
son of the Wood Workers’ and Lath- 
ers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, We, the representatives 
of the Wood, Wire & Metal Lathers’ 
International Union, do hereby appeal 
against the action of the Second An- 
nual Convention of the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, which was held at 
Tampa, Fla, during the month of 
October, 1909, and inasmuch as the 
aforesaid convention has utterly dis- 
regarded its own established principles 
and laws; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that our in- 
ternational organization was unjustly 
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dealt with and taken advantage of, we 
therefore desire to have the parent 
body of the department take action 
upon our appeal; and 

WHEREAS, We have no desire to 
exploit either the merits or demerits 
of our jurisdiction controversy upon 
the floor of this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, as we 
are firmly of the opinion and belief 
that the Building Trades Department 
is the proper place to settle such jur- 
isdiction disputes as this one in ques- 
tion; and we further believe that the 
department in settling these disputes 
should do so in conformity with its 
established Jaws therein: and 

WHEREAS, The following Is a 
brief review of the case in question, 
and the violations of the rules and 
established laws of the department 
against which we are appealing; and 

WHEREAS, The following subject 
matter was referred by the Denver 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor to the Building Trades De- 
partment, and the following action was 
taken by the department upon the 
game: 
The Wood, Wire & Metal Lathers’ In- 

ternational Union. 


Lathers and Iron Workers —"The 
subject matter of Resolution No. 110, 
which deals with the dispute between 
the above-named organizations, having 
been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver convention, 
with the recommendation that the 


. subject matter be referred to the Build- 


ing Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for adjudica- 
tion. The officers of both organtza- 
tions were so notified.” 

The following is the decision render- 
ed by the Building Trades Department, 
and officially sent to our organization: 


Extraet From Minutes of Executive 
Council (A. F. of Li) Meeting. 
March, 1907: 


“On the complaint of the Wood, Wire 
& Metal Lathers’ International Unton 
against the Bridge & Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association for 
infringing upon their jurisdiction, it 
was decided that the Wood. Wire & 
Metal Lathers be sustained, and that in 
communlcating this decision to the offi- 
cers of the Bride & Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association. 
their attention be called to the change 
made in their constitution, by which 
they extend their jurisdiction over all 
such work, without notice of their in- 
tention being lodged with the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor.” 

“The Adjustment Committee of the 
Building Trades Department presented 
the subjoined report to the convention 
on the foregoing matter: 

“‘After going into an extended hear- 
ing of the jurisdiction claims of both 
organizations. your committee recom- 
mend that the erection and installa- 
tion of all Nght fron work, such as 
light iron furring, brackets, clips. 
hangers, steel corner guards (or ) 
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and metallic lathing of all deacrip- 
tions, belongs solely to the lather. 

“This does not give the right, how- 
ever, to the lathers to install or erect 
any other iron work than as herein 
specified and outlined. 

““This decision is based in conform- 
ity with the agreement entered into 
by the national officers of both organi- 
zations, and endorsed by the Kansas 
City Convention of Structural Iron 
Workers, and concurred in by ‘tthe 
American Federation of Labor.’ 


“On motion the convention adopted 
the report of the committee on a roll- 
call vote. 


‘It therefore becomes my duty to 
notify you, and, through you, the or- 
ganization you have the honor to rep- 
resent, that the disputed work, as 
covered in the above report of the Ad- 
justment Committee, has been award- 
ed to the Wood, Wire & Metal Lath- 
ers. 

“Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) “WM. J. SPENCER, 


“Secretary-Treasurer Building Trades 
Department, A. F. of L.” 


WHEREAS, By the above decision 
it can be readily seen that the Denver 
convention of the Building Trades De- 
Partment has specifically granted jur- 
isdiction over brackets, clips, hangers 
and metallic lathing of all descriptions 
solely to the lather, and as there are a 
great number of different systems of 
floor construction which are construct- 
ed wholly or in part with the above ap- 
purtenances and metallic lathing to 
carry concrete floors, and as there was 
a difference of opinion existing on the 
part of the officials of the Bridge & 
Structural Iron Workers’ Association, 
as to the real purport of the Denver 
decision, and from the outcome of this 
difference of opinion it was agreed be- 
tween the presidents of the two or- 
ganizations that they should have a 
committee from both organizations 
meet and try to arrive at some kind of 
an amicable understanding regarding 
the different work in dispute, and, in 
compliance with this agreement, the 
committees were appointed and a meet- 
ing was held at the headquarters of 
the Building Trades Department in 
Washington, March 10, 1909. While 
this conference, which consisted of two 
representatives from each organiza- 
tion, together with President Kirby of 
the department, falled to reach a final 
adjustment of our differences, an un- 
derstanding was arrived at as to our 
future course of action, looking toward 
this end, wherein we were to submit 
written specifications setting forth our 
Interpretation of the Denver decision, 
and with the understanding thdt at a 
future date another conference would 
be held to close up the affair in proper 
form. And in compliance with the 
above agreement the conference with 
the officiala of the Structural ‘Iron 
Workers to specify and enumerate our 
work, we will say that the following 
letter was sent to President Ryan of 
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the Iron Workers, and also to President 
Kirby of the department: 


Denver, Col., May 2, 1909. 
Mr. Frank M. Ryan: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—In accord- 
ance with our agreement with you at 
the Washington conference, I am here- 
with enumerating and specifying the 
classes of work which we hold comea 
under the provision of the decision 
which was rendered by the Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor in our case at the 
recent Denver convention of the de- 
partment, and which are as follows: 

The erecting and installing of all 
light iron work, such as light iron 
furring, which is used in connection 
with metal lathing, partitions, floor 
construction, suspended ceilings and 
wall furring; also the making and 
erecting of all clips and hangers, all 
light iron bracket work, such as that 
which is generally used in connection 
with ornamental plastering or other 
Plastic material, such as cornices, pan- 
elled ceilings, groin eliptical, gothic, 
proscenium, and all other arches of 
this description, that are erected for 
the purpose of receiving metal lath 
and plastic material. The wrapping of 
all beams, columns and girders, all 
metal corner beads and metal lathing 
of all descriptions. The Wood, Wire & 
Metal Lathers’ International Union does 
not assert jurisdiction over any iron 
work that exceeds four inches in size, 
excepting patent studs, auch as the 
Berger, Knapp, Collins and other studs 
of those descriptions. 

I trust that this will give you the 
desired information which you seek in 
reference to the case, and with beat 
wishes to vourself and for the success 
of your organization, [ am 

Yours fracernally. 
(Signed) WM. J. McSORLEY. 


We would also state that President 
McSorley in his annual report to our 
Boston convention, which was held 
during the week of September 13, re- 
ported, in part, as follows: 

“And as the matter stands at the 
present time, the president of the Iron 
Workers and myself have both agreed 
to try again and have committees from 
both organizations meet and try to ar- 
rive at an amicable understanding be- 
tween the two organizations in refer- 
ence to the work in dispute; and, with 
this end in view, I would recommend 
to the convention assembled that the 
incoming general president and general 
secretary-treasurer be instrufcted to 
meet a like committee from the Iron 
Workers’ organization and endeavor 

u to bring about an agreement between 
both the organizations with a view to 
eliminating the strife and contention 
that has heretofore prevailed between 
the two organizations.” 

We simply cite the foregoing facts 
in order to more clearly bring out the 
constitutional points of our appeal as 
against the action of the convention 
in censidering and adopting the com- 
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mittee’s report on Resolution No. 25. 
Resolution No. 26— 


WHEREAS, The right of the Inter- 
national Association of Bridge & 


Structural Iron Workers to control the 
fabrication erection and Placing of 
steel and iron used in reinforced con- 
crete and cement construction is dis- 
puted by several trades affiliated with 
this department: and 
WILEREAS, The contractors ‘and 
architects are taking advantage of this 
chaotic state of affairs and using one 
Organization against another to the 
detriment of both: therefore be it 
RESOLVED, By this Department, in 
Convention assembled, that the fabri- 
cation, erection and placing of all iron 
and steel in reinforced concrete and 
cement construction properly belongs 
to the Internationa) Association of 
Bridge and Structural] Iron Workers, 
and that they are hereby conceded full 
and complete jurisdiction over this 
Class of work. 
The Committee reported as follows: 
Your committee, after reviewing the 
case thoroughly and also examining the 
decision handed down by the Denver 
Convention, cannot justify the claim of 
the Metal Lather to this class of work, 
and therefore we recommend that the 
work be awarded to the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers on Plain floor 
construction, 


The above report was adopted by a 
vote of 26 to 21 by the Convention, 

We hold that the above Resolution 
and report was introduced and acted 
upon by the Tampa Convention tn di- 
rect violation of the Constitution of the 
Building Trades Department as set 
forth in Section 34 of that Constitution 
and which is as follows: 


No erievance shall he considered hy 
any Corvention that has been deci-ted 
by a previous Convention, except upon 
the recommendation of the Executive 
Council, nor shall any grievance be con- 
sidered where the parties thereto have 
not previously held a conference and 
attempted to adjust the same them- 
selves. 


A roint af order was ralerd by our 
delegates based upon the ahove law 
and the came was ruled against hv the 
Chairman of the Convention. Then an 
anpeal was taken from the decision of 
the Chair which was also lost bv a 
roll-call vote of 25 and 18. After a 
lengthy discussion of the'subjlect matter 
of the resolution, the following euhsti- 
tute wos offered by Delegate Duffy: 


Snhetitute for Report of Committee. 


“Aa the Tron Workers and Lathers 
held a meeting sometime ago for the 
purnnse of coming tn an agreement 
relative to the report in question, and 
as thev mutuallv agreed to postnone 
the meeting until a later date; there- 
fore this Convention refuses to take ac- 
tien until such time as the postponed 
meeting has been held and action taken. 
Failing to come to an agreement, the 
Executive Council stands instructed to 


e 
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render a decision in the controversy be- 
tween the two organizations, which 
will be binding until the next Conven- 
tion of this Department.” 

We, the representatives of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ Internationa] 
Union, contend that a portion of the 
subject matter of this Resolution was 
decided by the Denver Convention of 
the Building Trades Department and 
could not have been legally considered 
by the Tampa Convention unless upon 
the recommendation of the Executive 
Council, as set forth in Section 34 of 
the Constitution of the Department. 

2nd. We further contend that we 
have complied with the provisions of 
the Constitution as set forth in Section 
26 by appointing a committee to meet 
With a like committee of the Structural] 
Iron Workers in order to bring about 
an adjustment of the question in dis- 
pute. We further contend that at the 
adjournment of this committee meet- 
ing it was agreed upon by both parties 
to submit further propositions. This 
we have also complied with. as per our 
letter of May 2nd to President Ryan. 


3rd. We also desire to call the fact 
to the attention of the delegates that 
the presidents of both organizations 
agreed to have another meeting of com- 
mittees from the two organizations 
with a view to bringing about an ed- 
justment, and to substantiate this state- 
ment, we would call your attention to 
that portion of President McSorley’s re- 
port recommending to our annual Con- 
vention that the General President. and 
General Secretary-Treasurer be in- 
structed to meet a like committee from 
the Bridge and Structural! Iron Work- 
ers’ Association. .We also call attention 
to the fact that this report was made 
to our Convention during the week of 
September 13th, only a month prior to 
the convening of the Tampa Conven- 
tion. We would also call attention to 
that part of President Ryan’s annual 
report to his Convention, when he, 
among other things, says: 

“No further action har been taken, 
owing to nur failure to fix a date mutu- 
ally agreeable for further conference.” 

This alone, we contend, will prove 
to anv fair-minded man that another 
meeting of committees from both org- 
anizations was to be held. 

4th. We would further call attention 
to that part of the resolution wherein 
he states that the right of the Iran 
Workers to this class of work is disput- 
ed bv several trades afflliated with the 
Department, and yet we fail to find 
wherein the Iron Workers have ever 
held a conference with any other OTR- 
anization, excepting the  Lathers’, tn 
reference tn this work. and in accord- 
ance with the Constitution of the De- 
partment. and, we might add, that upon 
this question we have neither agreed 
nor disagreed. The representatives of 
the both organizations have gone on 
record as agreeing to hold another 
vy.eeting and submitting further pro-- 
ositions to be considered, as the above 
evidence clearly shows. 


We would further call attention to- 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 181 


the fact that the substitute motion for 
the committee’s report was offered by 
Delegate Duffy and which was duly sec- 
onded, entertained and stated by the 
Chair, never was acted upon by the 
Convention, and in this case we further 
contend that the Chairman of the Con- 
vention seriously erred in allowing the 
main question, which was the report of 
the committee upon tne resolution to 
take precedence over the substitute, as 
offered by Delegate Duffy. This action 
of the Chairman, we contend, was in 
direct violation of any code of rules on 
Parliamentry Procedure, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the Report of the 
Committee on Rules and Order, which 
was adopted by the Convention, specifl- 
cally stated that Roberts’ Rules of 
Order was to govern all question not 
stated therein the report. 

We desire to say, in conclusion, that 
we are and have always been ready 
and willing to abide by the decision of 
the Bullding Trades’ Department, and 
intend to do so when such are render- 
ed in accordance with the established 
laws therein, but this case in question, 
contend, that we were taken undue ad- 
vantage of by an organization that had 
previously agreed to meet us in future 
conference, which their president's 
statements in his report to their An- 
nual Convention will show, and after 
thus agreeing to meet us in future con- 
ference, then they turn around and try 
and slip it over on us, “so to speak, 
and succeeded in having the majority 
of the delegates to the Department 
Convention violate the laws in order to 
assist them to do so. 

We contend that the consideration of 
this resolution by the Convention from 
start to finish was in direct violation of 
the law of the Department and with- 
out authority, and we ask you to give 
this appeal due and careful considera- 


tir oterred to Committee on Adjust- 


ment, 
Resolution No. 73. — By Delegate 


Walter West of the Amalgamated 
Glass Workers’ International Associa- 
tion: 


WHEREAS, The Putty Glaziers’ Lo- 
cal Union, No. 27, of Chicago, Ill., affill- 
ated with the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of Amer- 
ica usurp and interfere with and en- 
croach upon the rights and jurisdic- 
tion claims of the Art Glass locals affil- 
iated with the Amalgamated Glass 
Workers’ International Association to 
their great loss and injury, by claiming 
jurisdiction over and preventing our 
members from setting stained and lead- 
ed glass windows of various kinds, 
shapes and sizes, as well as the outer 
or protection glass thereof, cut, made, 
manufactured and constructed by mem- 
bers of our respective unions from the 


members from setting work which they 
had been sent to do at long distances, 
and many hundreds of mutes from their 
home cities, and at great expense, in 
order to insure against damage and in- 
jury thereto, and the proper erection, 
setting and placing thereof, windows 
varying in cost, many time aggregat- 
ing thousands of dollars in value, and 
through the inexperienced hanu.ing 
thereof by the members of the Putty 
Glaziers’ Union, great and irreparable 
damage and injury may be done; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid organiza- 
tion of Putty Glaziers has prevented 
our members from enjoying their in- 
alienable trade rights, not only that 
which transcends all others by virtue 
of its perpetuity in practice and prin- 
ciple through generations, and since 
the early intrdduction of the induatry, 
but also those rights ceded and be- 
stowed upon them, which goes with 
the jurisdiction under the charter.grant 
of the American Federation of Labor; 


and 

WHEREAS, The Putty Glaziers’ 
Union, Local 27, of Chicago, has pre- 
vented and denied the right to mem- 
bers of the Amalgamated Glass Work- 
ers’ International Association from 


* pursuing their avocation and enjoying 


the full rights of jurisdiction granted, 
bestowed and guaranteed under the 
charter issued and given them by the 
American Federation of Labor, and has 
compelled our members, whose right 
and duty it was to do and perform the 
aforesaid work, to become members of 
the Putty Glaziers’ Union, Local 27, 
and pay an initiation fee under penalty 
of striking or tieing up the job, there- 
by not only humiliating and embarrass- 
ing the local of which our members 
loyally belonged to, but adding and im- 
posing unreasohable and unjust ex- 
pense to the firms which employ our 
members, and with whom we have 
agreements; and 

WHEREAS, Various members of the 
Putty Glaziers’ Union, Local 27, were 
hired through the business agent of the 
aforesaid union, and were unable to do 
and perform the said duty and work 
claimed as jurisdiction rights by them 
and the Brotherhood of Painters, Decor- 
ators and Paperhangers of America; 
and 


WHEREAS, The business agent of 
the Putty Glaziers’ Union admitted 
these members supplied by him, which 
we were forced to hire, were unable 
to do and perform the said work. and, 
in consequenc thereof, were discharg- 
ed: and 

WHEREAS, Our member was oblig- 
ed to join the aforesaid Putty Glaziers’ 
Union and pay thereto an Initiation 
fee of $25.00, and $3 for three months’ 
dues in advance, In order that he might 
be allowed to prosecute, perform and 
finish the work and return home; and 

WHEREAS. The Amalgamated Glass 


earliest periods, Inception and intro-@ Workers’ International Association has 


duction of our craft or industry: and 
REAS, The Putty Glaziers’ 
Union of Chicago has prevented our 


evidence that the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators & Paperhangers of 
America has and does exceed, extend 
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and unjustly claim, assert and covet 
rights of jurisdiction in excess of, and 
far greater than, those given, claimed, 
filed and recorded with the Building 
Trades Department, or ceded to them 
by the American Federation of Labor, 


and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Glass 
Workers’. International Association 
most severely feel the injustice, in- 
jury and usurpation of their jurisdic- 
tion rights by and through the Bro- 
therhood of Painters, Decorators & 
Paperhangers’ organization; and 

WHEREAS, We do not believe, and, 
in fact we know, that tne American 
Federation of Labor never did, or in- 
tended to, grant, convey or demise to 
the aforesaid Brotnerhood of Painters, 
wecorators & Paperhangers’ organiza- 
tion, any such rights of jurisdiction 
over the work as claimed by them, and 
which the Amalgamated Glass Work- 
ers’ International Association by every 
virtue of right and precedent since the 
introduction and establishment of the 
Industry in which they are employed 
have at all times done; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 
referred to the proper committee or 
Executive Council of the American Fed-. 
eration of Labor at this, the twenty- 
ninth annual convention now in session 
at Toronto, Canada, and that the dele- 
gate representing the Amalgamated 
Glass Workers’ International Associa- 
tion be accorded an opportunity of go- 
ing before such committee or Execu- 
tive Council that the line of demarka- 
tion of jurisdiction may be more spe- 
cifically and clearly defined and Intend- 
ed to be given and conveyed by the de- 
cision rendered by the Executive Coun- 
cil in 1903, in the matter of dispute of 
juriadiction between the organizations 
herein named, and so that no further 
violations by the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Derorators & Paperhangers of the 
jurisdiction granted, conveyed and 
claimed by and under the charter rights 
guaranteed to the Amalgamated Glass 
Workers’ Intefnational Association be 
committed. or their rights further as- 
sailed or infringed upon by the Bro- 
therhood of Painters, De@orators & 


Paperhangers’ organization; therefore 
be it further 
RESOLVED, That your honorable 


body fully recognize the trade rights 
to and jurisdiction over such work as 
is conveyed in this Resolution and 
which has always been executed, per- 
formed and done by members of the 
Amalgamated Glass Workers’ Interna- 
tlonal Association, and in order that 
further infringements or abuses of 
jurisdiction may cease thereafter, and 
that the organizations herein named 
may be able to prosecute their respec- 
tive callings and rights of juriadiction 
in an honorable, peaceful and amicable 
manner; be it further 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council apprise and instruct the Broth- 
erhiood of Painters, Decorators and Pa- 
perhangers net to Interfere with or in- 
fringe upon the jurisdiction rights of 
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the Ama)gamated Glass Workers’ In- 
ternational Association. 


Referred to Commtitee on 
ment. 


Resolution No. 74—By Delegate Chas. 
Dold of the Plano and Organ Workers’ 
International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, It is the opinion of many 
that the time has arriv for the wage- 
worker to become independent in the po- 
litical as well as the economic field: and 
WHEREAS, In conformity with these 
views, it is held that, through the for- 
mation of a Labor Party, taking the 
economic platform and Declaration of 
the A. F. of L. as a basis, the various, 
diverse and opposite thought can be 
united for one common purpose, that of 
procuring equity for the wage-worker; 
RESOLVED, That thisthe Twenty- 
ninth Annual Convention of the A. F. of 
L. urge the early formation of a Labor 
arty. 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 

Resolution No. 75—By Delegate L. D. 
Redding of the Fort Wayne Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Several State Federations 
and city central bodies have passed reso- 
lutions regarding the formation of Fed- 
eral Labor Unions among the farm em- 
ployees and unskilled workmen in small 
towns in nearby districts; and 

WHEREAS, Much good can be ac- 
complished, not only to the laborers in 
these localities, but to the labor move- 
ment, by creating a demand among con- 
sumers for various label products; and 

WHEREAS, Many farm laborers and 
common laborers in small towns are 
forced to enter the cities during a part 
of each season, and directly compete 
with most every craftsman; and 

WHEREAS, This class of labor as a 
rule does not understand organization of 
the laborer, and many condemn, through 
lack of knowledge; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, instruct the Executive Board 
of the A. F. of L. to make a fal 
effort to induce local organizers in all 
localities to go into the small towns 
nearby and form Federal Labor Unions, 
to be chartered under the A. F. of L. 
that the same may become affillated with 
the city central bodies, and thereby edu- 
cate the unskilled laborers in these lo- 
calities, and at the same time create 
demands for all Union Label producta 


Referred to Committe on Organization. 

Resolution No. 76—By Delegate Harr, 
De Veaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and V.- 
cinity: 

WHEREAS, There exists in the City of 
New York an incorporated Assoclativ.: 
of Theatrical Performers, dual in char- 


octer to the Actors’ International Union. 
und whose membership consists princ!- 
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pally of seceders from the Actors’ Inter- 
national Union; and 

WHEREAS, Attempts have been made 
by the Central Federated Union and the 
representatives of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in New York City, to have 
the said Association, known as the 
“The White Rats of America” meet and 
confer for the purpose of affiliating with 
the labor movement of this country, 
an 


WHEREAS, At a meeting held by the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at the Everett House, 
in New York City, during the year 1908 
an invitation was sent to the said 
“White Rats of America” for the pur- 
pose of conferring with the executive 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, No attention has been 
given to the repeated requests, and in 
consideration of the fact that a wrong 
impression prevails in some arts of this 
country and in kurope, that this Associa- 
tion is a part of the Actors’ Union afflli- 
ated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That due notice of the 
non-affiliation of this association, known 
as "The White Rats of America,” shall 
be given to all State and city central 
bodies throughout the United States and 
Canada, and no official recognition be 
given to this asociation by any of the 
affiliated unions until such time as “The 
White Rats of America” shall.be a conı- 
ponent part of the labor movement of 
this country through an affiliation with 
the Actors’ International Union, the only 
recognized organization of theatrical per- 
formers chartered by the American ed- 
eration of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 77—By Delegate sam 
de Nedrey, C. L .U. District of Colum- 
bia: . 

WHEREAS, The Illiteracy test is the 
most practical means for restricting the 
present stimulated infiex of cheap labor, 


whose competition is so rutnous to the 
workers already here, whether native or 


foreign; and 

WHEREAS, An increased head tax 
upon steamships is needed to provide 
better facilities, to more efficiently en- 
force our immigration laws, and to re- 
strict immigration; and 

WHEREAS, The requirement of some 
visible means of support would enable 
immigrants to find profitable employ- 
ment; an 

WHEREAS, The effect of the Federal 
Bureau of Distribution is to stimulate 
foreign immigration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L. In 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention as- 
sembled, that we demand the enactment 
of the illiteracy test, the money test, an 
increased head tax and the abolition of 
the Distribution Bureau, and, be it fur- 


ther 

RESOLVED, That we favor heavily 
fining the foreign steamships for bring- 
ing debarable aliens where reasons for 
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debarment could have been ascertained 
at time of sale of ticket. 


Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 

Resolution No. 78—By Delegate A. 
Rosenberg, of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, The object of the Na- 
tional Women’s Trade Union League is 
to improve the moral and economic con- 
ditions of the women wage-workers of 
{he United States by bringing them in- 
to the folds of Organized Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The National Women's 
Trade Union League is a powerful auxil- 
lary for the unions of the trades em- 
ploying large numbers of women; and 

WHEREAS, The league proved itself 
to be of great value to such unions and 
especially to the unions of the great 
industrial cities. such as, New York, 
Chicago, etc., where they maintain the 
women organizations until they are 
educated in the trade union principles 
and are capable to take care of their 
own organization or join their respec- 
tive International or National Organiza- 
tions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in recognition of the 
important and valuable assistance of 
the National Women’s Trade Union Lea- 
gue recognizes its delegate at this and 
all future Conventions as a full-fledged 
delegate with the right to vote. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 79—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty of the Alabama State Federa- 
tion: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. is hereby instruct- 
ed to investigate the feasibility of estab- 
lishing a National Sanitarium for the 
Cure of Tuberculosis, and if they find 
after a thorough investigation it is prac- 
ticable to suggest ways and means for 
the establishing of the same and to sub- 
mit their findings to the next Convention 
for adoption: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a campaign of 
education for the prevention of the 
spread of the dreaded disease be taken 
up, same to be embodied in their report 
at next Convention. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 80—By Delegate C. E. 
James, of the Minnesota State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The stoneware pottery 
business is a growing industry employ- 
ing many thousand workingmen who are 
not organized anywhere in the country 
outside of the State of Minnesota; 
therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be re- 
auested to use every effort to organize 
the stoneware pottery industry in the 
whole country, and as soon as a suftl- 
cient number of locals are formed an 
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international 
formed. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 81—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle, of the A. A. of I. S. & T. W.: 


RESOLVED, That all labor organiza- 
tions affillated with the A. F. of L. pay 
twenty-five cents per year, per member, 
to create a fund to be known as a Na- 
tional Defence Fund, to be used to help 
any organization engaged in a strike or 
lockout, when their funds are depleted. 
Said fund to be under the control of a 
committee of fifteen National Presidents, 
to be appointed by the President of the 
A. F. of L. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 82—By Delegate C. E. 
James, of the Minnesota State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The manufacturers have 
banded together in a powerful organiza- 
tion for the purpose of destroying La- 
bor Organizations and claim to have 
at their command millions of dollars 
to be used in attaining this end; and 

WrekeaAs, The plan of said organiza- 
tion is to assess all manufacturers in 
all industries to crush one or a few 
labor unions at a time; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we believe the pre- 
servation of labor unions and the ad- 
vancement of the great cause for which 
they stand would be much more secure 
if all labor orranizations joined im a 
similar systematic method of assessing 
treir members for the purpose of aiding 
the unions in distress. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be directed to endeavor to devise 
ways and means of assessing the mem- 
bers of all International and Federal 
Unions affillated with it for the purpose 
of extending such aid for defensive pur- 
poses together with rules, regulations 
and limitations for granting such assist- 
ance and report on the same to the next 
Convention. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 83—By Delegate W. A. 
Sexton, of the B. of C: J. of A.: 


WHEREAS, In view of the fact that 
organization of a stronger character is 
absolutely necessary on the Pacific 
coast. and while the international offi- 
cers of the various organizations have 
given as much of their time to the work 
of building up the trade union move- 
ment in that locality as their time 
would permit; and 

WHEREAS. This work can be largely 
extended by a visit to the Pacific Coast 
during the coming year by President 
Gompers: therefore. be it 

RESOLVED. That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor instruct President 
Gompers to pay a visit to such cittes on 
the Pacific Coast as he may deem ad- 
visable during the coming year for 
the purpose of delivering addresses in 
the interest of the trade union move- 
men 


trades union may be 


Resolution No. 84—By Deleguce. 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Internation- 
al Union of America represents bread 
and other bakery and _ confectionery 
goods made under fair and sanitary con- 
ditions, honest wages, living hours, and 
by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America is the only proof 
of same, as it distinguishes union from 
non-union or trust-made products; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, re-endorse the label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America; and be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affillated union be and is hereby 
requested to ask for the union label on 
all products he or she may purchase, 
thereby showing or proving his or her 
loyalty to the cause of unionism in a 
substantial manner. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 85—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of the baking industry, employing thou- 
sands of craftsmen of the baking trade 
have in the past year reduced wages and 
forced men to inhuman conditions, and 
while we are doing all within our power 
to uphold and defend our constitution 
against the wanton attack of corporate 
power, which seeks to take advantage 
end fasten upon its employees a slavish 
conditibn of servitude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union have been engaged in bitter 
strikes the country over, we feel that the 
conditions of the bakery industry must 
be sharply looked after; and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we picture it with serlous 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
rıze In it an ınsidicus attack on organ- 
ized labur; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union, request the 29th annual Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. to instruct the 
President of that body to place on its 
organizers’ staff a member of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union. 


Referred to Committee on Organizers. 

Resolution No. 86—By Delegates 
Henry Koch and Chris. Kerker, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Drexter Baking 
Company, of Springfield, Mass., and the 
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Schamlz & Sons Baking Company, of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, have declared 
open war upon our members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, who are doing all within 
their power to uphold and defend their 
constitution; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Drexter, of Spri 
field, Mass., is Vice-President of the Mas- 
sachusetts Master Baker Association, 
and Mr. Schamlz is secretary of the pool 
of the Master Bakers’ Boss Association 
which in the 
nothing but 
condition; 















mean 
bringing about a slavish 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its President, 
officers and organizers give special ald 
and assistance to the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America in bringing about a suitable 
settlement; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request by circular let- 
ter all affiliated unions, federal unions, 
central unions, ite federation, national 
or international unions to give a help- 
ing hand to the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union in try- 
ig to bring about a settlement, and if 
Rot successful that a, vigorous campaign 
be inaugurated against the pi ucts, 
which are everything but fair. 

Referred to Committe on Boycott. 

Resolution No. 87—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Julta 
Iglesias: 


WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico, which in fact Is a 
Dart of the United States, the absolute 
right to be American citizens, and re- 
fuses to guarantee them full constitu- 
tional rights; and 

‘WHEREAS, The Republican Party in 
power now at its Convention held in 
Chicago, in 1908, to nominate a Presi- 
dential ‘candidate bound itself by its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico; and . 

WHEREAS, The Democratic Party at 
its Convention at, Denve 
1906. for the nomination 
tial candidate _comprom! 

Platform to grant citizen: 
ple of Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, The Pres! 
in his ‘several messages 
at the opening of the ı 
gress and in a special 
national body. after his 
Rico recommended urgeı 
ing of eitizenships to Po 

WH.REAS, The lack 
put the Portoricans in th: 
tion of a people without 
place an arm In the ha 
actionary element in th: 
profits by its campaignin 
ted States wants to mati 
ferior human beings; th 

RESOLVED, That’ thi 
the American Federation 
to be introduced into ¢ 
having for its purpose t 
the people of Porto Rico 
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citizenship, and guarantee to the Porto- 
ricans the same rights and privileges 
Possessed by the ~eople of other States 
and Territories of the nation; therefore, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the “American Federation of Labor 
Pledges to the working people and all 
the people of Porto Rico its sympathy, 
co-operation and best efforts through 
the press, the pulpit and every means 
of publicity’ all over the United States 
to secure for the one million of Porto 
Ricans full American citizenship and the 
Just rights to which they are entitled. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 88—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Julta 
Iglesias, of Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 


'Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation a 








ers and others in the United States to 

ve their constitutions translated into 
Spanish language, as well as some 
leaflets and pamphlets for the purpose 
of organization and agitation among the 
workingmen of Porto Rico, Cuba ana 
Central America, in order that they may 
become familiar with American methods 
and be enlightened upon the subject of 
benefits accruing from affiliation with 
the A. F. of L.: and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary for the 
good of unionism in Porto Rico that the 
above resolution be carried out; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That all the recommen- 
dations which were made by the Twenty- 
sixth Annual Convention be carried out. 
titeterred to Committee on Organiza- 

ion. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker, Henry Koch of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Inter- 


national Union of America: 
WHERRFAS. Tha fieht 














ainat the Ma. 
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international trades union may be 


formed. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 81—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle, of the A. A. of I. S. & T. W.: 


RESOLVED, That all labor organiza- 
tions affiliated with the A. F. of L. pay 
twenty-five cents per year, per member, 
to create a fund to be known as a Na- 
tional Defence Fund, to be used to help 
any organization engaged in a strike or 
lockout, when their funds are depleted. 
Said fund to be under the control of a 
committee of fifteen Nat!onal Presidents, 
to be appointed by the President of the 
A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 82—By Delegate C. E. 
James, of the Minnesota State Federa- 


tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The manufacturers have 
banded together in a powerful organiza- 
tion for the purpose of destroying La- 
bor Organizations and claim to have 
at their command millions of dollars 
to be used in attaining this end; and 

WrinkKeas, The plan of said organiza- 
tion is to assess ali manufacturers in 
all industries to crush one or a few 
labor unions at a time; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we believe the pre- 
servation of labor unions and the ad- 
vancement of the eat cause for which 
they stand would be much more secure 
if all labor orranizations joined in a 
similar systematic method of assessing 
tteir members for the purpose of aiding 
the unions in distress. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be directed to endeavor to devise 
ways and means of assessing the mem- 
bers of all International and Federal 
Unions afflliated with it for the purpose 
of extending such aid for defensive pur- 
poses together with rules, regulations 
and limftations for granting such assist- 
ance and report on the same to the next 
Convention. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 83—By Delegate W. A. 
Sexton, of the B. of C: J. of A.: 


WHEREAS, In view of the fact that 
organization of a stronger character is 
absolutely necessary on the Pacific 
coast, and while the international offl- 
cers of the various organizations have 
given as much of their time to the work 
of building up the trade union move- 
ment in that locality as their time 
would permit; and 

WHEREAS, This work can be largely 
extended by a visit to the Pactfic Coast 
during the coming year by President 
Gompers; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED. That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Instruct President 
Gompers to pay a visit to such cities on 
the Pacific Const as he may deem ad- 
visable during the coming year for 
the purpose of delivering addresses in 
the interest of the trade union move- 
men 





Resolution No. 84—By Deleguce 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Internation- 
al Union of America represents bread 
and other bakery and confectionery 
goods made under fair and sanitary con- 
ditions, honest wages, living hours, and 
by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America is the only proof 
of same, as it distinguishes union from 
non-union or trust-made products; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, re-endorse the label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tonal Union of America; and be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and Is hereby 
requested to ask for the union label on 
all products he or she may purchase. 
thereby showing or proving his or her 
loyalty to the cause of unionism in «a 
substantial manner. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 85—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of the baking industry, employing thou- 
sands of craftsmen of the baking trade 
have in the past year reduced wages and 
forced men to inhuman conditions, and 
while we are doing all within our power 
to uphold and defend our constitution 
against the wanton attack of corporate 
power, which seeks to take advantage 
and fasten upon its employees a slavish 
conditibn of servitude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union have been engaged In bitter 
strikes the country over, we feel that the 
conditions of the bakery industry must 
be sharply looked after; and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we picture it with serious 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
nize In it an insidicus attack on organ- 
ized labour; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union, request the 29th annual Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. to Instruct the 
President of that body to place on its 
organizers’ staff 1 member of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union. 


Referred to Committee on Organizers. 

Resolution No. 86—By Delegates 
Henry Koch and Chris. Kerker, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Drexter Baking 


Company, of Springfield, Mass., and the 
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Schamlz & Sons Baking Company, of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, have declared 
open war upon our members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, who are doing all within 
their power to uphold and defend their 
constitution; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Drexter, of Spring- 
field, Mass., is Vice-President of the Mas- 
-sachusetts Master Baker Association, 
and Mr. Schamiz is secretary of the pool 
of the Master Bakers’ Boss Association 
of New York and Jersey, which in the 
rame of master means nothing but 
bringing about a slavish condition; 
therefore be it. 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its President, 
officers and organizers give special ald 
and assistance to the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America in bringing about a sultable 
settlement: and be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request by circular let- 
ter all affiliated unions, federal unions, 
central unions, state federation, national 
or international unions to give a help- 
ing hand to the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union in try- 
ig to bring about a settlement, and if 
not successful that a vigorous campaign 
be inaugurated against the products, 
which are everything but fair. 


Referred to Committe on Boycott. 

Resolution No. 87—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Juita 
Iglesias: 


WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize to the peo- 


ple of Porto Rico, which in fact is a 
part of the United States, the absolute 
right to be American citizens, and re- 
fuses to guarantee them full constitu- 
tional rights: and 

WHEREAS, The Republican Party in 
power now at its Convention held in 
Chicago, in 1906, to nominate a Presi- 
dential candidate bound itself by its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico; and . 

WHEREAS, The Democratic Party at 
its Convention at Denver, Colorada, in 
1906, for the nomination of a Presiden- 
tial candidate compromised Itselfin its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, The President Roosevelt 
in his several messages sent annually 
at the opening of the session of Con- 
gress and in a special message to the 
national body. after his visit to Porto 
Rico recommended urgently the grant- 
ing of citizenships to Porto Rico; and 

WH.waAREAS, The lack of citizenship 
put the Portoricans In the shameful posi- 
tion of a people without a country, and 
place an arm in the hands of the re- 
actionary element in the Island which 
profits by its campaignine that the Uni- 
ted States wants to maintain us as in- 
ferior human beings; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor cause 
to be Introduced Into Congress a bil 
having for its purpose the granting to 
the people of Porto Rico full American 
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citizenship, and guarantee to the Porto- 
ricans the same rights and privileges 
possessed by the »eople of other States 
and Territories of the nation; therefore, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
pledges to the working people and all 
the people of Porto Rico its sympathy, 
co-operation and best efforts through 
the press, the pulpit and every means 
of publicity all over the United States 
to secure for the one million of Porto 
Ricans full American citizenship and the 
just rights to which they are entitled. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 


Resolution No. 88—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Juita 
Iglesias, of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor and 
recommended to the National and Inter- 
national Associations of Longshoremen- 
Hod Carriers, Barbers, Boot and Shoe 
Workers and Ladies’ Garments Work- 
ers and others in the United States to 
have their constitutions translated into 
the Spanish language, as well as some 
leaflets and pamphlets for the purpose 
of organization and agitation among the 
workingmen of Porto Rico, Cuba ana 
Central America, in order that they may 
become familiar with American methods 
and be enlightened upon the subject of 
benefits accruing from affiliation with 
the A. F. of L.: and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary for the 
good of unionism in Porto Rico that the 
above resolution be carried out; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That all the recommen- 
dations which were made by the Twenty- 
sixth Annual Convention be carried out. 
?ferrea to Committee on Organiza- 

on. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker, Henry Koch of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The fight against the Mc- 
Kinny Bread Company of St. Louis. Mo., 
as endorsed and re-endorsed by An- 
nual Conventions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: and 

WHEREAS, The McKinny Bread Com- 
pany still refuses to make a settlement 
with the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of Ameri- 
ca; an 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-eighth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor make an effort to bring 
about an adjustment of ‘'° long stand- 
ir~ controversy, and If not successful 
that a vigorous campaign be started to 
make their declaration of unfairness ef- 
fective: therefore be it 

RFSOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor re-affirm and place upon the 
Unfair List the McKinnv firm of St. 
Louis. Mo. and if not successful in 
bringing about successful endeavors 
satisfactory to the Bakerv and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
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America, that a vigorous campaign be 
inaugurated. 
Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 90—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and Juita 
Iglesias, of Porto Rico. 


WHEREAS, The Porto Rican dele- 
gates submit for consideration in this 
Convention the important economical 
question directly affecting the agricul- 
tural workers of Porto Rico, referring 
to the buying of Porto Rican coffee by 
the members of the American Federation 
of Labor all over the United States and 
Canada; and ° 

WHEREAS, It is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to 
the Porto Rico coffee among the united 
American workingmen, as it protects 
our brother coffee workers of Porto 
Rico; and 


WHEREAS, In the twenty-sixth an- 
rual Convention your Committee on 
Resolutions advise that the organized 
coffee producers and workingmen use the 
label of the American Federation of 
Labor to distinguish their products; and 
further recommend that the purchasers 
of coffee give their preference to the 
coffee bearing said label; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor give absolute recogni- 
tion and protection to the coffee of Porto 
Rico to be consumed or bought by all the 
union workingmen in the United States 
and give preference and protection to the 
coffee of Porto Rico over the coffee from 
other countries among trades unions. 


Referred to Committe on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 91—By Delegates John 
Mangan and R. P. Walsh, of the Inter- 
national Association of Steamfitters: 


WHEREAS, The Denver Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
referring the controversy between the 
International Association of Steam Fit- 
ters, etc., versus the United Association 
of Plumbers, etc., as mentioned in reso- 
lution No. 66 of the Norfolk Convention, 
did stipulate “that the interests of 
both trades should be protected in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The adjustment commit- 
tee of the Denver Convention of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor in the 
disposition of this matter as referred 
to them further stipulated that the 
“various decisions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor previously rendered 
should be considered in their various 
phases: and 

WHERLAS, A meeting between the 
representatives of both organizations in 
accordance with the instructions of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor was held 
and no agreement arrived at; and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Council of 
the Ruiläinz Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor did ren- 
der a verdict on the controversy be- 
tween the two organizations contrary to 
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the laws and former verdicts of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 
WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam Fitters, etc., on the 
rendition of this verdict immediately 
gave notice of an appeal therefrom: and 
WHEREAS, The Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor failed to 
endorse the verdict of their Executive 
Council on this matter: and 
WHEREAS, The Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor provided 
for a future meeting between the rep- 
resentatives of both organizations with 
a view of adjusting the controversy in 
question; and 
WHEREAS. The Bullding Trades De- 
rtment of the American Federation of 
bor is subordinate to the parent body 
ammenable to its laws and regulations. 
and are required to submit their findings 
for consideration to the varlous Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor: ard 
WHEREAS. The report to this Con- 
vention of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor erron- 
eously states that an “agreement” has 
been arrived at between the Interna- 
tional Association of Steam Fitters. etc.. 
and the United Association of Plumbers, 
etc.; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED. By this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor that 
at the coming conference arranged for 
by the Tampa Conventions of the Bulld- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor all law of the 
American Federation of Labor and ver- 
dicts thereof must be observed and obey- 
ed by all parties interested. 


Referred to Committee on Bufllding 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 92—By Delegates W. PD. 
Huber, Frank Duffy, Sam Botterill, M. J. 
O’Brien, Thos. Flynn, W. A. Sexton and 
J. P. O’Rellly, of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America: 


WHEREAS, The business of the 
United Trades and Labor Council of Buf- 
falo, N.Y, has not been conducted In 
accordance with the laws of the A. F. of 

> an 


WHEREAS, Independent local organ- 
izations have been admitted to member- 
ship in violation of Article XI. Sec. 1 
of the laws of the A. F. of L., and are 
still retained therein; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED. That a member of the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. be 
sent to Buffalo, N.Y., within thirty dav« 
from date of adjournment of this con- 
vention for the purpose of re-organizine 
tre United Trades and Labor Council of 
that city in accordance with the laws of 
the A. F. of L.: and, be It further 


RESOLVED. That President Kirby of 
the Building Trades Department be re- 
quested to visit Buffalo as soon as pos- 
aible for the purpose of re-organizing the 
Local Building Trades Department of 
that city in accordance with the lawe of 
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the Building Trades Department of the 
A. F. of L. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 98—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
America has been engaged in a severe 
contest with the American Baking Co., 
composed of the following branches: 
Heydt, Condon, St. Louis, Freund, Welle- 
Bottler, Hauck Hoerr and the Home Bak- 
eries of St. Louis, Mo.; and 

WHEREAS, Said Trusts control & 
large portion of the baking industry, 
thus making it difficult for the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Internation- 
al Union of America to succesfully push 
a boycott against each branch of the 
American Bakery Co. and all brands of 
bake products made by the trusts; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers and 
organizers, give specia aid and assist- 
ance to the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of America 
in pushing a toycott against each indi- 
vidual product or brand of goods made 
by the American Baking Company, and 
be it further 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request by circular let- 
ter all affillated Unions, Federal Unions, 
Central Bodies, State Federations and 
National or International Unions to give 
a helping hand to the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America by vigorously pushing a boy- 
cott against the unfair products sold in 
their respective localities. 


Referred to Committe on Boycott. 


Resolution No. 94—By W. D. Mahon, 
C. O. Pratt and Ben Commons, by in- 
struction of the Convention of the Amal- 
gamated Association of Street and Elec- 
tric Railway Employes of America: 


WHEREAS, There are now over sixty 
union labels representing the different 
trades and their product, and owing to 
this great number of different labels, it 
makes it almost impossible for the in- 
dividual person to remember or fa- 
miliarize himself with the same, and 
because of the great number and the 
misunderstanding on part of the work- 
ers, many of these labels are from time 
to time infringed upon and counter- 
feited; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby declare in 
favor of one universal label for all affi- 
Hated organization, and that the Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to prepare 
such label and to furnish it to the or- 
ganizations of the trades and crafts 
that use labels, and the same to be the 
recognized union label of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
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Resolution No. 95—By W. D. Mahon, 
Cc. O. Pratt and Ben Commons by in- 
structions of the Convention of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street and 
Electric Railway Employes of America: 

WHEREAS, There is a difficulty now 
on the part of many of the organiza- 
tions of labor to secure proper bonds for 
their financial officers; and 

WHLREAS, There could be organized 
a bonding company through the Ameri- 
can -ueration of Labor that would not 
only afford and give to these organiza- 
tions the proper financial protection, but 
would also greatly lessen the cost in 


connection with bonds of this kind; 
there be ft n 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 


Council are hereby authorized to care- 
fully investigate and consider the ques- 
tion of inaugurating a bonding company 
for the purpose of bonding all organiza- 
ations of labor and such other societies 
and persons as they may deem wise to 
embrace, and if said proposition is fea- 
sible, they are hereby instructed to or- 
ganize and put the same in operation 
as soon as possible to complete the or- 
ganization of the same. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 96—By Seattle (Wash.) 
Central Labor Union: 


To the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting: 


It has come to the notice of this body. 
through complaints of employees in dif- 
ferent branches of the Classıfled Civil 
Service of the United States, that by 
reason of arbitrary executive rulings, the 
workers in that service are deprived of 
civil and political rights which it was 
the purpose of the Constitution to guar- 
antee to all citizens. 

The Civil Service Act was passed to 
secure an efficient service by means of 
non-partisan appointments. Congress 
accomplished that object by confining the 
exercise of the appointive power to lists 
of eligibles whose qualifications have 
been tested by competitive examination. 
But the aim of the civil service reform 
was only half accomplished by restrict- 
ing the power of appointment, while the 
power of removal was left unrestricted. 
The silence of the statute as to removals 
leaves the President free to remove for 
any cause or no cause all those distaste- 
ful to him, and thus makes possible the 
evasion of the intent of the law. While 
the law has not been to a great extent 
openly evaded, because of the indigna- 
tion it would arouse, by the amended 
rules of Theodore Roosevelt, we think 
much the same result has been accom- 
plished in an insiduous manner. These 
rules allow to the Civil Service officials. 
who are partisan appointees of the ad- 
ministration, any degree of political ac- 
tivity not Involving scandal or neglect 
of duties, while all activity, either for 
or against the administration, on the 
part of the workers in the classified ser- 
vice, is rigorously suppressed. 

The fullest exercise of political rights 
by men who are not dependent on poli- 
tical influence for their positions, cannot 
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ve injurious to the service. But these 
rules, which are intended to prevent 
workingmen from exercising thelr poli- 
tical influence, are so interpreted as to 
even prevent free speech on moral or 
economic subjects, or on subjects of 
purely local interest in municipal cam- 
paigns. 

Especially has the suppression of free 
speech been the rule in the Postal Ser- 
vice, and we desire to call attention to 
a recent action of that Department in 
this city, which, if carried to its con- 
clusion, calls for the strongest condem- 
nation. H. M. Wells, a delegate and 
officer in this Council, and editor of the 
Post Office Bundy Recorder, a union 
paper published by the Post Office 
Clerks’ Union, has been charged by a 
Post Office inspector with insubordina- 
tion, and the question of his discharge 
is now pending. 

These charges are based on articles 
which we have found to be entirely pro- 
er, written by Mr. Wells, one of them 

eing a mild plea for an eight-hour day, 
and others being in criticism of the 
unfair rules to which we have already 
referred. 

If Mr. Wells is dismissed on these 
grounds from the position in which he 
has given efficient service for nearly stx 
years, it will set a new mark in the 
autocratic methods of the Post Office 
Department. It will also have the effect 
of discouraging the extension of union 
organization in the service, which is no 
doubt the principal object sought. 

In order to give to the Classified Ser- 
vice the freedom compatible with neces- 
sary discipline, we suggest the Congress 
amend Section 1753 of the revised Sta- 
tutes by adding the following proviso: 
“Provided, That persons in the Classi- 
fied Civil Ser-ice shall not be restricted 
in their freedom of speech or press, or 
in the right to present their grievances 
to Congress, except in so far as may be 
necessa to preserve the efficiency of 
the service, and no such person shall be 
removed or otherwise punished except 
after written notice of the reason there- 
for, and opportunity for defence.” 

And we hereby urge your honorable 
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body to endorse this proposed amend- 
ment, and to use all means at your dis- 
posal to secure its enactment. 

We further request that you recon- 
mend to affiliated bodies that the Rep- 
resentatives in Congress from their r- 
spective localities be urged to supper 
tris proposed amendment to the Civil 
Service Act, and to appeal to all affiliat- 
ed bodies to urge Congressional actlos 
in the matter. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 97—By Internationa 
Longshoremen’s Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gor- 
ernment is building a 26-foot lock at 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich; and 

WHEREAS, At the present time the 
channel between Buffalo, Duluth an 
Chicago is only 21 feet deep; and 

WHEREAS, It would be a useless eI- 
penditure of money in constructing the 
26-foot lock at the Soo unless a 26-foot 
channel is constructed between 
and Duluth, Buffalo and Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, The commerce on the 
Great Lakes is constantly increasing: 


and 

WHEREAS, The construction of a % 
foot channel between the point mer 
tioned would be of vast benefit to all the 
people situated and connected with 
Great Lakes work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the A. F. of L that 
we recommend to Congress the construe- 
tion of a 26-foot channel from Buffalo 
to Duluth and Buffalo to Chicago; an. 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That copies of these reso 
lutions be sent to the President of the 
United States, President of the Senate. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and Chairman of the Rivers and Harbors 
Committee, Washington, D.C. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions 


At 5.30 o’clock p.m. the Conventio 


was adjourned to reconvene at 9.8 
o’clock am. Friday, November 12th 
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FIFTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o'clock a.m. Friday, November 12th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Higgins, Batchelder, 
Flynn, Conway, Fay, Monaghan, Feeney, 
Rickert, Hayes (D. A.), Coombe, Morris- 
sey, Farrell, Sullivan (Wm. Q.), Price, 
Woll, Dolan, McGivern, Cook, Tracy, 
Paravicini, Sprague, Braggins, Manlove, 
Mahon, Huddleston, Milford, Evans, 
McHugh, Golden, Lawyer, Evans, Cal- 
vert, Driscoll, Thompson, Garrett, 
Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Breidenbach, 
Maupin, Burkhart, Archer, Martin, An- 
derson, Dempsey, Raleigh, Roberts, 
Smith, McDonell, Mawbray. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 

Your Committee on Credentials beg to 
report that we have examined the cre- 
dentials from the following organiza- 
tions, and recommend the seating of 
their delegates: 


Maine State Federation of Labor, 
Jerry Cronin, 1 vote. 
Mineral Water Workers’ Union 12674, 
Sam Leibowich, 1 vote. 
J. A. CABLE, Chairman, 


T. J. HUMPHREY, 
R. A. McKEE, Secretary, 
Credential Committee. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication: 


Berlin, October 30th, 1909. 


Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, en route To- 
ronto, Canada: 

Dear Sir and Brother: The report of 
the proceedings of the International Con- 
ference at Paris has been ready in time 
to be eventually submitted to your Con- 
vention, commencing November 8th, at 
Toronto. Believing that it would be 
more convenient to have the reports 
right there at your meeting place, I have 
taken the liberty to forward 400 copies 
to your address at Toronto. Kindly 
have them distributed among your dele- 
gates, because it will certainly be of 
great importance to have the report of 
these proceedings in the hands of the 
delegates when the Conference will be 
discussed. 


May I also ask you to convey frater- 
nal greetings and good wishes to your 
Convention on behalf of the German 
Generalkommission (or Federation of 
Labor), as well as on my own behalf as 
International Secretary. We hope that 
the deliberations of your Convention will 

e renew further the intersts of the Ameri- 
can working classes. 

I also hope that you have overcome 
the many hardships of your European 
trip in good condition and that you ar- 
rived happily and safely at your shores. 

I intend to deal with a few other items 
in another letter after your Convention, 
when I will write to you at your Wash- 
ington address, and also forward the 
documents I promised you when you vis- 
ited the offices of the Generalkommis- 
sion. 

I would be very much obliged if you 
cculd see your way to prepare a report 
on the trade union movement in America 
for insertion in my next Internationel 
Report, which is to be issued shortly— 
if possible at the end of this year. A 
report on the American trade union 
movement would be of a special import- 
ance and interest in view of the discus- 
sions that have taken place In Germany 
and elsewhere on this subject. It would 
be necessary, however, to forward such 
a Teport at your earliest convenlence, for 
it takes a certain time to have all re- 
ports translated and printed in three lan- 
guages. 

With best wishes for the movement, 

I am, dear comrade, 
Yours fraternally, 
C. LEGIEN, 
International Secretary of the Natlonal 
Centers of Trade Untons. 


President Gompers referred the com- 
munication to the Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 

President Gompers stated that the re- 
ports mentioned by Mr. Legien would 
be distributed to the delegates when 
they reached the Convention. 

President Gompers read the following 
portion of a communication, and asked 
that the delegates comply with the re- 
quest contained in the communication: 


eMr. Frank Morrison, Secretary American 
Federation of Labor, Prince George 

I have just received a telegram from 
the Italian Federation of Trades Unions, 
stating that a strike of the gas workers 
at Genoa, Milan, Alexandria and Modena 
may break out at any moment. They 
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have been assured that the gas company 
hopes to get strike-breakers from abroad. 
I therefore ask the affiliated bodies to do 
everything to prevent gas workers leav- 
ing for Italy at the present moment. 
(Signed) C. LEGIEN. 


Delegate Sullivan (J. L.)—As there is 
nothing before the Convention this morn- 
ing and I understand that no committee 
is ready to report, I desire to make a 
request of President Gompers. Prior to 
leaving my office, many of our locals 
wrote, asking me if I could describe the 
exact status of the cases against Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-President Mitchell 
and Secretary Morrison. Many of our 
boys are concerned about the matter and 
say it is a shame to have these men go 
to jail. They have asked a number of 
questions, some of which I have been able 
to answer and some I have not. If 
President Gompers can consistently do 
so we should like to have him describe 
what is the next step to be taken In this 
particular case. In quite a number of 
the unions throughout the country the 
impression prevails that there is no 
other step to be taken. 

President Gompers—There is nothing 
in connection with this case which I am 
sure either Brother Mitchell, Brother 
Morrison or myself desire to withhold, 
and we shall be glad to comply with the 
suggestion of Brother Sullivan if the 
Convention believes it would be well to 
take the time this morning. 

Delegate Oliver moved that the Con- 
vention devote some time to this ques- 
tlon, to which general consent was 
given. 

President Gompers—I think all of us 
will feel under obligations to Delegate 
Jere Sullivan for the suggestion he has 
made. In the reports which your Execu- 
tive Council and President submitted you 
will sometimes find the names of indi- 
vidual officers referred to or mention 
made of them. Owing to the fact that 
these men are personally attacked, it is 
dificult to keep their names out of re- 
ports, and because of that fact it is easy 
to comprehend that some things „annot 
very well be stated In official permanent 
reports. 

There was not any time during the 
early part of the injunction proceedings 
when Secretary Morrison, Vice-President 
Mitchell or myself could not have, by 
some technicality or another, found a 
way to get out of being held for violat- 
ing the terms of the injunction. 
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For years the American Federation of 
Labor has been called upon to test the 
constitutionality of the principles in- 
volved in the abuse of the writ of in- 
junction. The Executive Council has 
been directed time and time again to 
expend some money if we would find 
some case which could be pressed home 
to the fullest extent in order to test the 
constitutionality of these injunctions as 
they are issued in labor cases. 


When we were enjoined, what were we 
to do? Try to have the guilt or inno- 
cence of ourselves established upon 3 
technicality, or upon the merits of the 
controversy between a business man and 
ourselves? The reports which have been 
submitted to this and other Conventions 
will show that we did not enter one 
word of defence against the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Company’s injunction suits. 
not one word of defence or justification 
of our endorsement of the boycott We 
found ourselves in the positoin of hav- 
ing failed to find a case in which the 
constitutional question could be put to 
a test and brought to the highest court. 
We found ourselves being placed tn the 
same position; we felt we could not 
avoid, and we dared not avoid, the re- 
sponsibility placed upon us by the direc- 
tions of the American Federation of 
Labor. We at last had found the case 
in which the constitutional question 
would have an opportunity of being put 
to the test. Our cases were handled on 
that ground. 

I have no hesitancy in saying that on 
consultation with our attorneys upon the 
question of defence, in so far as the 
abuse of the writ of injunction is con- 
cerned, the question of the freedom of 
the press and freedom of speech—we 
said there must be no defence entered 
other than the contention of our right 
You will have noticed, if you have read 
the latest decision of the Court of Ap- 
peals, that in several Instances the court 
said the case did not come up on “writ 
of error’ and there have been no “ex- 
ceptions” taken. That, in a broad sense. 
is true, because it was not upon “error” 
in the proceedings we wanted the case 
tested. It was the constitutional rights 
and the inherent rights upon which we 
insisted, and upon which we now insist 
that the case shall be brought before 
the courts. 

And I may say that the court's state 
ment that In its opinion the decision was 
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that the question of free speech and 
free press does not enter, is, in my 
opinion, an evasion of the issue; and not 
only that, but the question of free 
speech and free press is so intimately 
involved in this case that it is going to 
be the main contention all the way 
through, not only to such higher judicial 
tribunals as we may have access in 
the form of appeals, but it is going to 
be the issue upon which this entire 
question will revolve. 


In view of the fact that it was our 


purpose and the well-known purpose of 
our movement to test within the judicial 
tribunals the questions involved, one can 
imagine the outrageous course pursued 
by Justice Wright in the opinion he de- 
livered, so cruelly excoriating the earn- 
est conduct of free citizens who under- 
took to test the law, and the unusual 
and extraordinary sentences he imposed. 

I don’t know whether it is entirely 
fresh in your memory, but I will repeat 
that before this case, in all the history 
of the United States, there has never 
been a man sentenced for contempt of 
court for a longer period than six 
months. And in those cases where the 
sentence of six months was imposed— 
whether rightly or wrongly—the con- 
tempt with which the defendant was 
charged and found gullty was accom- 
panied by some act of physical violence.. 
The only one of the triumvirate who 
has not been given an unprecedented 
sentence is the victim Frank Morrison. 
There has been an excess of threc 
months in the sentence of the other vic- 
. tim, John Mitchell, and an additional six 
months on your humble servant. I 
mention this to appeal to the judgment 
not only of yourselves but of my fellow- 
men, whether the charge made against 
Justice Wright of partiality and bitter 
vindictive conduct towards the defend- 
ants in this case was justified or not. 

It is worth while to make a study of 
this case. In the report of the Execu- 
tive Council : you will find what is term- 
ed the bibliography of the case; in other 
words, the references to the reports 
which have been submitted, editorials 
which have been written, the court de- 
cisions which have been rendered, and 
the arguments which have been made. 
A study of this question will be profit- 
able, and I call your attention to the dis- 
senting opinion of the Chief Justice of 
the Court, Mr. Justice Shepherd. It is 
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the maintenance of the principles for 
which we are chiefly contending. And [ 
may say this, without reflecting at all 
upon either the character or the intellf- 
gence of the two Associate Justices who 
formed the majority of opinion, that It Is 
acknowledged that the general standing 
of Chief Justice Shepherd and his legal 
acumen are par excellence as compared 
with any other judicial officer of the 
country. At least, we are considered as 
having been within our rights by the 
Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals 
of the District of Columbia. 


Since the Court of Appeals has affirmed 
the sentence of Justice Wright we have 
had a conference with the Washington 
representatives of our attorneys. They 
say that fifteen days after the affirma- 
tion of the decision, the order is sent to 
the officers of the district for the pur- 
pose of having the sentences imposed 
carried into effect. There is a difference 
of opinion as to whether under the prac- 
tice in the District of Columbia there is 
an appeal from the decision of the Court 
of Appeals to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Our attorneys advise us 
that if they apprehend they will ex- 
perience no di-iculty in obtaining some 
little extension of time— probably fifteen 
or thirty days—in order that the best 
course and preparation may be deter- 
mined for defense or appeal, if there be 
an appeal. 

There are three ways in which this 
case may possibly come up; one on a 
writ of error; another on a writ of cer- 
tiorari, and the other, the defendants 
being arrested and taken to jail, and 
then by the process of a writ of habeas 
corpus being sued out, and in that 
manner the case brought to a higher 
court. In the matter of error there fs, 
as I said, some very debatable question 
as to whether that is available under 
the practice in the District of Columbia. 
The writ of certiorar! would mean that 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
could review the whole case as though 
taking original jurisdiction. That writ 
is very seldom granted by the United 
States Supreme Court and is entirely 
discretionary with the court. The Su- 
preme Court very seldom issues such a 
writ, for many reasons, and one is that 
they are pretty busy, for it is the last 
reviewing court among the judicial tri- 
bunals of the country. However, the 
generally accepted opinion is, that after 
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all, this case ought to be brought to 
the highest court of the jurisdiction of 
the United States, in order that the 
matter may be tested upon the merits 
of the principles involved. 

It may be that the court will exercise 
its discretionary power to grant a writ 
of certiorari, if that course is decided 
upon by our attorneys. There is, of 
course, after arrest, the writ of habeas 
corpus. That is always available. But 
the question then is, will the principle 
involved come properly before the court 
by the process of the writ of habeas 
corpus? Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Morrison and 
I are not sufficiently versed in the law 
to warrant us in determining this for 
ourselves, and you do not elect members 
of the Executive Council who have 
graduated from law schools. The men 
you elect to the Executive Council are 
of your own class, men who have work- 
ed in the shops, the factories and mines. 
We have not the legal learning to know 
exactly the course which is to be pur- 
sued; we only know it is our purpose 
not to have the issue beclouded. Either 
we have the right of free speech and 
free press, the right of our patronage, 
the right to withhold it or bestow it; 
equal rights with every other citizen, or 
we haven’t, and we want the court to 
say so. 

For the reason already stated, the lack 
of our legal knowledge of practice and 
of the best course to pursue, we have 
our attorneys, and one conference has 
already taken place. As a result of 
that conference, our attorneys at Wash- 
ington will make application for an ex- 
tension of fifteen or thirty days in order 
that proper defense may be entered. 
As a further result of that conference, 
we have written to our leading attor- 
ney, former Judge Alton B. Parker, asking 
him whether it would be convenient for 
him to meet in conference with Mr. 
Jackson H. Ralston, of Washington, Mr. 
John Mitchell, Mr. Frank Morrison and 
myself the conference to take place with- 
in a day or so after the close of this 
Convention. That conference will de- 
cide the course which will be further 
pursued. 


As to when we are going to Jail, that, 
of course, none of us can say. A lot of 
good friends, I am satisfied, have said 
to Brother Mitchell and Brother Mor- 
rison, as they have to me: “Well, you 
will never go to jall.’ The same was 
said in regard to Justice Wright’s de- 
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that he would never find Ur 
guilty. As to jail, I don’t know, I am 
not so sure. I have an abiding faith in 
the justice of our courts. and I can 
only express the hope that the higher 
courts of our land will take the in- 
dependent course their opportunities 
present and immortalize themselves by 
the reincarnation of the principle enun- 
ciated by Magna Charta, the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the Constitu- 
Since the 
Civil War and the abolition of black 
slavery I know of no case of equal 
importance which has come before the 
courts of our country in which the prin- 
cipals of equal justice, of constitutional 
rights and human liberties have been 
unexcelled. Perhaps we may all of us 
magnify our own cases when we are in- 
volved in anything. but I think I am a 
big enough man to dissociate a great 
principle from my personality. I have 
tried dispassionately and as concisely 
as I could to comply with the reque<t 
made by Brother Sullivan and endorxed 
by this Convention as to the present 
status of the case. 

Delegate McaAndrew, of the Tobacco 
Workers’ International Union requested 
the delegates, while in Toronto, to pur- 
chase no cigars or tobacco without the 
Union Label. Secretary Morrison rea4 
the following report from the Secretarv 
of the Union Label Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor: 
Secretary Morrison, Prince George Hotel, 

Toronto, Canada: 

Dear Sir and Brother—I beg leave to 
submit through you to the Twenty-nint': 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor now in session a 
brief resume of the business transacted 
at the Second Convention of the Unton 
Label Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, held in the 
Labor Temple In this city November &th 
and 6th. 

There were present at the Convention 
seventy delegates representing thirty- 
two National and International Unions 
and the Fraternal Delegate from the 
Woman's International Union Label 
League and Trade Union Auxillary. 

At the present time there are repre- 
sented in the Department thirty-seven 
National and International Unions, with 
an approximae membership of about 
400,000 members and several other or- 
ganizations are now considering the 
question of affiliation. 

Addreses of welcome were delivered 
by Messrs. Jos. Thompson. Commis- 
sioner of Industry for the City of To- 
ronto: L. H. Gibbins, Chairman of the 
Board of Business Agents, and James 
Watt of the Toronto Label Committee. 

Many matters that were of interest to 


cision, 
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the work of agitating and advocating 
the promotion of the sale of union-made 
goods was considered by the Cnven- 
tion, and the recommendations of the 
Committee are published in the printed 
reports of the proceedings, copies of 
which you will find enclosed. 

Two resolutions were submitted to 
the Convention and the Convention 
recommended that they be submitted to 
the Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing term: 

President, John B. Lennon, Journey- 
men Tailors. 

First Vice-President, John F. Tobin, 
Boot and Shoe Workers. 

Second Vice-President, J. W. Hays, 
Typographical Union. 

Third Vice-President, Owen Miller, 
Musicians’ Union. 

Fourth Vice-President, Jacob Fischer, 
Journeymen Barbers. 

Fifth Vice-President, John J. Manning, 
International Laundry Workers’ Union. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Thomas F. Tracy, 
Cigarmakers’ International Union. 

Permit me to say that I feel confident 
that the results of the deliberations of 
the Convention, and the work mapped 
out and adopted will be of beneficial re- 
sults to the organizations using union 
labels, store cards and buttons during 
the coming year. 

Yours fraternally, 
THOMAS F. TRACY, 
Secretary-Treasurer Union Label Trades 
Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

The following resolutions were re- 
ferred by the Convention of the Unton 
Label Trades Department to the Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Resolution No. 98 (Resolution No. 3 
of the U. L. T. D. Convention)—By 
Charles Dold, Delegate Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Piano 
Workers’ International Union of Am- 
erica has adopted a Trademark Label, in 
order that Union product may be dis- 
tinguished from non-union product; and 

WHEREAS, This Label has been re- 
peatedly indorsed by the A. F. of L., 
in its conventions, as the bona-fide Label 
to be used on all musical instruments, 
excepting brass; and 

WHEREAS, Despite this declaration 
on the part of labors’ highest tribunal, 
it is evident that many and prominent 
members of the Trade Union movement 
have disregarded the injunction con- 
tained in the indorsement of the Label 
of the Piano and Organ Workers’ Inter- 
national Union by the A. F. of L., by 
the purchase of non-union or scab-made 
instruments; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on the part 
of any member of organized labor is 
highly inconsistent and extremely in- 
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jurions to the standing and progress of 
the labor movement. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
urge upon the members of all affiliated 
Trade Unions and their friends the ne- 
cessity, in order to clearly establish 
the efficacy of the Trade Unions, the 
purchase of such musical instruménts 
as bear the Label of the Piano and 
Organ Workers’ International Union of 
America. 


RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the Union Label Trade Department is 
hereby instructed to inform the mem- 
bers of the affiliated unions in the next 
general circular, setting forth the pur- 
port and objects of these resolutions. 

RESOLVED, That a request be made 
upon the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. to in like manner present to the 
members of its affillated unions, in a 
prospective future general circular, the 
urgent necessity o insisting on the 
Label of the Piano and Organ Workers’ 
International Union of America. 


Adopted. 

Resolution No. 99 (Resolution No. ‚5 
of the U. L. T. D. Convention)—By 
Charles Dold, Delegate Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International Union of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Piano ad Organ 
Workers’ International Union of Am- 
erica has for the past ten years made 
a determined nd consistent effort to 
organize the employees of the musical 
instrument industry, seking through 
such efforts to provide living wages 
and living conditions; and 

WHEREAS, These efforts have been 
strenuously opposed by what is known 
as the National Association of Piano 
Manufacturers, who at their conven- 
tions, have repeatedly declared for the 
“open” or non-unton shop; and 

WHEREAS, Under the “open” or non- 
union shop policy, the wages of the em- 
ployees have systematically been re- 
duced, despite the ever-increasing cost 
of the necessities of life, the hours of 
labor prolonged and the general factory 
conditions deteriorated; and 

WHEREAS, This combination of piano 
manufacturers, the National Associa- 
tion of Piano Manufacturers, is recog- 
nized as one of the most powerful em- 

loyers’ associations in existence, hav- 
ng millions of dollars at their disposal; 
an 


WHEREAS, This struggle of the em- 
ployees must necessarily prove an un- 
equal one, owing to the unequal state 
of financial resources. 


RESOLVED, That the Union Label 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L., in 
convention assembled, do hereby present 
to the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L. the urgent necessity of immediately 
extending to the Piano and Organ 
Workers’ Intenational Unions such aid 
and assistance as may be in their 
power. 


RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
„resented to the Twenty-ninth Annual 
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Convention of the A. F. of L. for their 
adoption. 


The resolutions 98 and 99 were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labels. 

The following telegram was read by 
Secretary Morrison: 


St. Louis, November 11, 1909. 

Samuel Gompers, President, A. F. of L., 

Convention Hall, Toronto: 

Fellow-Unionists: Thousand Union 
Garment Workers of St. Louis locked 
out by Mark & Haas Clothing Co. Pink- 
ertons, strike-breakers, court injunctions 
being used against us. We are deter- 
mined to fight to the bitter end for 
rights of organization. Bucks’ Stove, 
Van Cleave’s Citizens’ Alliance assist- 
ing Marx & Haas. We appeal to you, 
sisters and brothers, for moral and 
financial support. . 

Yours for success and victory, 


DISTRICT COUNCIL, NO. 4, UNITED 
GARMENT WORKERS OF AMERICA. 
The telegram was referred to the rep- 

resentatives of the United Garment 

Workers of America in the Convention. 
President Gompers announced that 

that part of the report of the Presi- 

dent relating to the philosophy of boy- 
cotts would be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boycotts. 

Vice-President Duncan—As there are 
no committee ready to report, I move 
that as soon as announcements have 
been made on the floor of this Conven- 
tion, that we adjourn uastil 9.00 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, resolutions to be In- 
troduced by presenting them to President 
Gompers any time during the day, to 
be by him referred to the proper com- 
mittees. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Sexton opposed the motion 
to adjourn until Saturday morning. 

President Gompers stated that time 
would be saved by allowing the com- 
mittees to work, as members of the com- 
mittees would attend the session if one 
were held in the afternoon. 

The motion offered by Vice-President 
Duncan was carried. 

President Gompers—Delegates will 
have an opportunity to present resolu- 
tions any time during the day and up 
to midnight. 

The announcement was made that a 
meeting of editors of labor papers was 
requested, the meeting to be in the hall 
immediately upon adjournment. 

The usual announcements of commit- 
tee meetings were made. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and by President Gompers re 
ferred to the proper committees: 


Resolution No. 100—By Delegate P. 
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M. Draper of the Ottawa, Canada, 
Trades and Labor Associations: 


WHEREAS, We, as representatives of 
the wage-earners and wealth-producers 
of Canada, recognize that the American 
Federation of Labor is Internation] in 
name, International in its work to eman- 
cipate the tollers of the American Con- 

nent; 

WHEREAS, We believe that the fu- 
ture success of the Labor movement 
in Canada depends upon the activity of 
the laboring men and women of the Do- 
minion, in their own behalf, supple- 
mented with the assistance that they 
may receive from the organized wage- 
earners of every other country; 

RESOLVED, That we, the represent- 
atives of the American Federation of 
Labor, declared in favor of the Inter- 
national Labor movement, and pledge 
our assistance to the organized wage- 
erners of Canada in extending the 
power and usefulnes of the Labor move- 
ment in the Dominion: 

RESOLVED, That we endorse every 
effort of the men and women of every 
country on the American Continent to 
become thoroughly organized and affili- 
ated with the American Federation of 

or; 

RESOLVED, That we, the represent- 
atives of the American Federation of 
Labor, In Convention assembled, endorse 
the strike of the United Mine Workers 
of America, now in existence in the 
Province of Nova Scotia, Canada, and 
pledge our moral support in their ef- 
forts to establish the organization in 
that Province, and throughout Canada 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 101—By the Interna- 
tional Typographical Delegation: 


WHEREAS, Our enemies among the 
associations hostile to trade unionism 
make use of the press, especially the 
daily and weekly newsp pers. to ma- 
lign and assault the alms and policies 
of the trades unions; and 

WHEREAS, There seems to have 
grown up among many of the people, 
on account of these vicious and untrue 
articles, a prejudice toward trade unions; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. advise all international 
and local unions, state bodies and cen- 
tral bodies, to make known through the 
medium of the press whenever space 
can be obtained the benefactions, aims 
and policies of the trade union move- 
ment, especially as these benefactions 
and policies embrace death, sick. out-of- 
work and other benefits, and that our 
aim is always for the uplift and better- 
ment of conditions under which the 
tollers work, and therefore for the bet- 
terment of humanity as a class. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 
Resolution No. 102—By the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union Delegation: 
WHEREAS, The economic loss to s0- 
ciety by reason of preventable disease 
has now reached such a total annually 
as to be almost beyond comprehension, 
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the loss from a single preventable 
suurce being in the United States alone 
ı.ore than 150,000 lives annually—a 
greater number than have been summon- 
ed by death as the result of any modern 
conflict in the arena of war; and to this 
annual loss of life must be added the 
sum of suffering entailed on’ victims, and 
the inconvenience and added expense to 
their families and relatives, as well as 
to society in general, by reason of the 
fact that during a long period of time 
they are physically incapable of pro- 
viding for themselves; and 

WHEREAS, In the United States 
alone more than eighty per cent of this 
stupendous aggregate of death comes 
from the classes that are commonly re- 
ferred to as the working class, and, 
therefore, the loss falls with especial 
force and weight upon those who are 
least prepared to meet the expense and 
inconvenience; and 

WHEREAS, Scientific research and 
social experiments have proven. that 
this dread scourge may be averted by 
the application of means easily within 
the reach of all who are _ properly 
situated as regards correct conditions of 
life; and that these means of obviating 
the effects and avoiding the consequences 
due to the existence of the great white 
plague among our people are so well 
established that it seems astonishing 
that the ravages of the disease should 
go unchecked; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled enjoins on its delegates and the 
membership of affillated orranizations 
the duty of combating the scourge of 
tuberculosis at all times ‚and In all 
places, by the rational means that have 
been found to be of service and effective 
in overcoming this dreadful menace to 
humanity; that it be the duty of our 
members where employed to insist upon 
improvement in workshop conditions and 
surroundings to the end that so far as 
is humanly possible men and women, 
hoys and girls be not required to work 
in surroundings that are a continual in- 
vitation to the attack of disease: that 
all efforts be put forth to secure proper 
lighting. heatinr and ventilation in 
workshops; and that all other necessary 
provisions for the health and physical 
well-being of the workers of America be 
given such attention as will secure, so 
far as may be. their immunity from pos- 
sible contamination by tuberculosis or 
other forms of contagious or infectious 
disease: 

RESOLVED, That the affillated or- 
ganizations of the American Federation 
of Labor be advised to secure for the 
information of their membership such 
written and printed matter as may be 
ensily obtained, giving directions as to 
the proper course to pursue In the carrv- 
ing out of the recommendations of this 
resolution: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. advise all local unlons 
to participate in tuberculosis exhibits, 
showing on their own part the cond!- 
tions under which they are compelled 
to labor that make for the propagation 
and spread of tuberculosis, especially 


as to those forms of unprotected ma- 
chinery whose operation is conducive to 
the respiratory diseases; and at these 
exhibits to make particular effort to 
interest the general public in the neces- 
sity for radical reform in the working 
conditions under which so many of the 
tollers are compelled to labor. 


‚Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 103—By Delegate 
Joseph Proebstle, of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers: 


WHEREAS, One of the fundamental 
principles of the American Federation 
of Labor provides for the absolute au- 
tonomv and self-government of the affi- 
liated international organizations; and 

HEREAS, A deviation from this 
principle is not to the interest of the 
eneral labor movement; therefore, be 


t 

: RESOLVED, That the Constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor be so 
changed, that the Executive Council or 
the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor shall not be permitted to in- 
terfere in the internal affairs of an 
international organization, and shall 
never use the State nor the Central 
Bodies to take sides in matters which 
are to be adjusted by the International 
Unions themselves. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 104—By Delegates 
John Golden and James Tansey of the 
United Textile Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, There are over seven hun- 
dred thousand persons in the United 


States and Canada following the occu- 
pation of textile workers: and 
EAS, The larger portion of 

these wage-workers are women and 
children who In many instances are com- 
pelled to work lon ours and for a low 
rate of wage; an 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America, an International Union 
that has always stood loyal to the prin- 
ciples of the Trade Union movement, 
as enunciated by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, is putting forth every ef- 
fort to elevate the condition of the 
hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children employed in the textile in- 
dustry, and have in many instances 
been successful in lessening the hours 
of labor, securing the passage of laws 
for the better protection of our women 
workers, and the elimination of child 
labor, despite the combined and persist- 
ent oppositi n of those who, for mercen- 
ary reasons, do not desitate to enslave 
the women and exploit the child; and 

WHEREAS, It ts the avowed deter- 
mination of the United Textile Workers 
of America to continue their uphill 
struggle against the combined antagon- 
ism of organized manufacturing inter- 
ests, until the eight-hour day is secured 
for the textile workers in every part 
of this great North American Continent, 
until those of our women workers who 
must perforce remain in the industry 
are amply protected, until a living Am- 
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erican wage standard is universally 
established, and until every child- 
worker is taken from the factory and 
placed in the school and the play- 
ground; be it, therefore 

RESOLVED, By the delegates to the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, that the Executive 
Council of the Amexscan Federation of 
Labor be urged to assist in every man- 
ner possible the United Textile Workers 
of America in their efforts to ameliorate 
the condition of the textile workers, by 
co-operation with the above Internation- 
al Union in a joint movement for the 
bringing about of a more thorough or- 
ganization of this class of wage-workers. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 105—By Delegate 
Joseph Proebstle of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers: 


WHEREAS, The industrial develop- 
ment of this country is such that at 
any moment the captains of industry 
may declare war on any one or more 
National or International Unions at the 
same time; and 

WHEREAS, In such cases the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and its Admin- 
istration has found itself insufficiently 
prepared, and without means to render 
effective assistance; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council, 
as at present constituted, canot provide 
for the necessary funds, etc., in cases 
of this nature; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the future Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor shall be composed of one rep- 
resentative of every affiliated National 
and International Union, whose expenses 
shall be borne by the organization elect- 
ing such representative; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the President and 
the Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall represent the Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, State Federations 
and Central bodies in the Executive 
Council. 


Referred to Commitee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 106—By Delegates 
Chas. A. Cullen, J. Tazelaar, E. Arnold 
and Chas. J. Eisenring, of the Brother- 
hood of Painters and Decorators: 


RESOLVED. That whereas the charter 
of the local Building Trades Council in 
Syracuse has been revoked by the offi- 
cials of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, which the building trades union- 
ists of Syracuse, N.Y., claim was done 
contrary to all law as precedent and 
positively unjustifiable in view of the 
fact that said local buildings trades 
council strictly obeyed the law and that 
the aforesaid local building trades coun- 
cil retained only as members such 
unions as were in harmony with the 
American T’ederation of Labor, and in 
good standing in both the American 
“ederation of Labor and the Building 
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Trade Department, a subordinate branch: 
un 

WHEREAS, The Buildine Trades De 
partment failed at its last Convention 


‚held in Tampa, October, 1907, to remedy 


this wrong. although strong protests 
were placed with the officials of national 
organizations involved; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby directs the Building Trades De- 
partment to at once restore the charter 
to the local building trades council in 
Syracuse, N.Y., pending a thorough in- 
vestigation by the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
independent of the Building Trade De- 
partment, and render such decision as 
they find necessary ur_n the evidence 
presented by the parties at interest. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 107—By Delegate T. 
Tazelaar, of the Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators: 

RESOLVED, That all International 
Unions afflliated with the American 
F'ederation of Labor be requested to add 
to their rituals and initiation cere- 
monies instructions to the candidates 
initlated the necessity of patron 
union products; that in the opening 
closing ceremonies the attention of all 
members be called to the union label; 
that the Internationals be requested to 
insert in their constitıtions, or recom- 
mend to their Convenuons or to the 
membership by referendum vote, that a 
section be inserted in their Constitutions 
and By-laws that the members patronize 
Union Label products, recognize union 
store cards,’ buttons, etc.; and be it 

RESOLVED, That ‘they be requested 
to instruct the organizers not to leave 
the platform when addressing meetings 
without calling attention to the Union 

abel. 


Referred to Committee on Lat - 


Resolution No. 108- Vv Delegate & 
Leibowich, of the Mineral Water Work- 
ers Federated Local Union No. 12674: 


WHEREAS, The label of the American 


Federation of Labor is being used on 
different products; and 

WHEREAS, There is no control upon 
such labels to prevent the unscrupulous 
business man from taking off the label 
from a union made product and replac- 
ing it upon an entirely different or a 
similar non-union made product: and 

WHEREAS. The establishment of a 
system by which each label could be 
traced as to the locality It was fesued or 
the product it was to be used upon 
would prevent the abo: + mentioned 
abuse: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That all labels of the 
A. F. of L. should in the future bear a 
serial number: and. be It further 

RESOLVFTD. That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
keep records of the numbers of label« 
issued to each organization. ae well as 
the localitv. and the product such labels 
are to be uced for 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
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Resolution No. 109—By Delegate 
Charles A. Cullen of the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paper Hangers 
of America: 


WHEREAS, The Massachusetts State 
Branch, A. F. of L., and the Boston 
Central Labor Union are engaged in an 
agitation whose aim is to arouse the 
State of Massachusetts to aid worthy 
citizens in establishing for themselves 
homesteads, with garden farms. This 
movement Is akin in its scope and ben- 
evolence to that which is working well 
and satisfactorily in France, Roumania, 
and certain cities of England. It finds 
a counterpart in the action of the United 
States Government in opening up 
millions of acres of her land and appro- 
priating millions of money to place the 
people as land and home-owners. As 
the home is the basis of good govern- 
ment and economic happiness, it should 
be free from incumbrances, open to sun- 
shine and alr, free from crowding and 
intrusion. A garden should be part of 
a home. A man or woman never need 
fear being out of a job if he or she 
owns a homestead with half an acre 
of garden, full of vegetables, plants, 
fruits, poultry, ete. A garden-truck 
farm homestead of one acre can earn 
a family from $400 to $300 a season, 
and while the head of a family can ride 
to his work at his trade each day in 
the city, while caring for his little 
home farm in the suburbs during his 
spare hours. This movement will re- 
lieve the congested district of its curse, 
disease, vice and crime, all due to con- 
gestion, unsanitation, unwholesome liv- 
ing and depressed mentality. It will 
mean cheaper rent, lower cost of living, 
more healthful environment, less sick- 
ness and death among the people, and 
a more progressive and stable citizen- 
ship; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor, ap- 
prove the action of the Massachusetts 
Branch of the A. F. of L., and the Bos- 
ton Central Labor Union, in this move- 
ment, and urge all State Branches to 
introduce similar activities in their sev- 
eral States, to the end *+*nt the wage- 
earners may be aided to establish them- 
selves in their own homesteads, with 
garden farms. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 110—By Delegate 
Chas. B. Leonard of the Hartford Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 


WHEREAS. Several unions of differ- 
ent trades affillated with the A. F. of 
L., through their National Unions, and 
also affiliated with the Hartford Central 
Labor Union, have made proper and 
legal application to the Building Trades 
Department of the A. F. of L. for a 
Building Trades Section charter, for 
Hartford, Conn.; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
partment of the A. F. of L. has refused 
or neglected to issue a charter, as above 
stated: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 


the A. F. of L., in regular Annual Con- 
vention assembled, hereby instructs the 
Department of Building Trades of the 
A. F. of L. to issue a charter to the 
unions as above affiliated with the Hart- 
ford Central Labor Union. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 11l— :y Delegate 
Agnes Nestor, of the International Glove 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The General Assembly of 
Illinois, at its last Session enacted a law 
limiting the hours of women’s work in 
factories, laundries and mechanical es- 
tablishments to ten in every twenty- 
four; an 
WHEREAS, This Act was passed to 
limit the sweating of women in the in- 
dustries of the State of Illinois for the 
protection of the motherhood of our peo- 
pie; and 

WHEREAS, Women workers being 
largely unorganized are helpless against 
the greed of employers and if not pro- 
tected by the State are for. .d into unfair 
competition and become underbidders 
against their fathers and brothers in the 
labor market to their own injury, to the 
injury of all organized labor in this 
country and to the social injury of the 
whole people; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Richard 8S. Tuthill, 
as Chancellor in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County has declared unconstitu- 
tional this Act of the last Legislature 
of Illinois known as the Ten-hour Law 
for Working Women, and has Issued an 
injunction against the enforcement of 
the sald law; and 

WHEREAS A ten-hour limit In each 
day for workinz women In factories has 
been the law of England for over sixty 
years, and in the State of Massachu- 
setts for over thirty-five vears. during 
which period twenty-seven States of this 
United States have enacted similar laws 
and the Supreme Court of the United 
States has expressly held such lerisla- 
tion constitutional In the celebrated case 
of Muller vs. Ore~on: therefore. he it 

RESOLVED, That we. the delegates 
tn the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention 


«of the American Federation of T,ahor 


do hereby pledge nur moral and financial 
support to our sisters, the organized 
working women of Illinois who are lend. 
ne this fight for the women of their 
State. 


Referred to Committee on Recolutiona. 

Resolution No. 112—By Deleeate J. T. 
Carey. of the International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers: 


WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Paper Makers has been en- 
raged in a gigantic struggle to resist 
any reduction in wages as forced upon 
them by a powerful Corporation; and 

WHEREAS, The Print Paper Trust, 
better known as the International Paper 
Company. are now employing a system 
of spying on their employees to gather 
all information as to who belongs to a 
trade union and exacting all their work- 
men that they will not belong to any 
trade union; and 
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WHEREAS, The International Paper 
Company maintains a blacklist against 
a large number of workmen for no other 
cause than that they had been active 
workers in their respective organiza- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, Said ınternational Paper 
Company has, and still does, exact of 
numerous workmen that they sign an 
agreement not to belong to any trade 
union while in their employ and have 
discharged workmen for no other cause 
than attending a Convention of their 
respective organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Paper Makers issues a union 
label, which is attached to bundles and 
rolis of paper; and 

WHER 8, Numerous trades unions 
and friends have requested that the label 
be used in addition to the above, the 
union label water mark to be used in the 
finer grades | of aper. such as book 
writing nd an ger paper; and, 
therefore, be it pape 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, endorse as union label the water 
mark union label of the .nternational 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers and all In- 
ternational organizations, State branches. 
central bodies and local unions are 
hereby requested to give all the assist- 
ance possible to the International Bro- 
therhood of Paper Makers in creating a 
greater demand for unfon label paper. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolutinn Ya 118—By Delegate 
Chas. Dold, of the Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International Union of 
America: 

Amend Article 3 of the Constitution 
by striking out Section 8. renumbering 
following sections in conformity. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 114—By Delegate W. 
L. Johns, of the Granite City, Ill. Cen- 
tral Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, The Labor press of the 
United States has, In the past, rendered 
valuable assistance to the cause of 
Union Labor, and, in some sections, 
without sufficient financial support from 
the rank and file; and 


WHEREAS. The need of an up-to- 
date labor press is now more than ever 
necessary: in view of the attitude of the 
varous newspapers, controlled by the 
Manufacturers’ Association, toward or- 
ganized labor; there ""-e, be it 

RESOLVED. By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention, that _the 
various newspapers, controlled by the 
gations affilated with the A. F. of L. 
be urged to extend the labor press every 
financial and moral encouragement, and, 
wherever prcticable, the central bodies 
place in the field a labor paper that 
will at all times champion the cause of 
labor. 

Referred to Committe on President’s 


Report. 

Resolution No. 115—By Delegate F. J. 
Hayes of the United Mine Workers of 
America: 
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WHEREAS, A state of warfare exists 
in the City of Salem, Mass., between the 
Cass & Daley Co. and the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union, on the one side and 
the Lasters’ Union of the United Shoe 
Workers of America on the other, 
brought about by the introduction of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union 
Stamp in said factory; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the in- 
troduction of this Stamp in said fac- 
tory at the time the United Shoe Work- 
ers Union was conducting a strike for 
better wages and conditions, is not in 
accord with the aims of organized labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor here- 
by orders an investigation of the meth- 
ods used by the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers’ Union in organizing stamp factories, 
with a view to determining whether such 
methods are consistent with the prin- 
ciples of the American Federation of 
Labor, and to discover the underlying 
cause of the dispute now existing be- 
tween the members of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ Union and the United 
Shoe Workers of America; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union be re- 
quested to withdraw the Union Stamp 
from the factory of the Cass & Daley 
Company until such time as the in- 
junction issued agalnst the striking 
lasters In said factory shall have been 
dissolved. 


Referred to Committee or. Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 116—By Delegate Sam 
De Nedrey, C. L. U. District of Co- 
lumbia: 


WHEREAS, The inauguration of the 
President of the United States. upon 
March 4, of the year, following his elec- 
tion: and 

WHEREAS, Weather, as a rule. at 
that time of the year is of such charac- 
ter as to endanger the life of the Chief 
Magistrate, and those attending upon his 
induction into the office. by reason of 
illness incident to the stormy condition 
of the weather; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor heartily endorses the 
proposition to change the inauguration 
of the President of the United States 
to a more suitable date, and respectfully 
urges the Congress of the United States 
to take the necessary steps looking 
toward said change: and 

RESOLVED. That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
directed to present a copy of this reso- 
lution to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States. 


Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 117—By Delegate Sam 
De Nedrey, C. L. U. District of Co 
lumbia: 

WHEREAS, The bona-fide residents of 
the District of Columbia have for ma 
years been deprived of the right of - 


frage and active participation in self- 
government; and 
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WHEREAS, We believe that this con- 
dition should not exist, and that to 
longer deprive the residents of our Na- 
tion’s Capital from the exercise of the 
ballot to be a menace and a standing 
invitation to restrict the voting privilege 
of the residents of the States; t erefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L., in 
Twenty-ninth Convention assembled, to 
request the Senators and Representa- 
tives from the various States to enact 
the necessary legislation to restore to 
the residents of the District of Columbia 
the right of franchise. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 118—By Delegates R. 
P. Walsh and John Mangan, of the In- 
ternational Association of .Steam Fit- 


ters: 

WHEREAS, The Tampa. Florida, Con- 
vention of the Building rades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of 
Labor arranged for a meeting to be held 
within sixty days after the close of that 
Convention between committees from the 
International Association of Steam Fit- 
ters, etc. and the United Association, 
etc., for the purpose of forming a work- 
ing agreement between both organiza- 
tions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Toronto, Canada, 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, that both organizations 
through their respective committees be, 
and are hereby requested to make suit- 
able arrangements at that meeting to 
define clearly and distinctly the lines of 
demarcation between the Trades of 
Steamfitting and Plumbing and state In 
a clear and concise manner the work 
pertaining to Steamfitting and the work 
pertaining to Plumbing; and be it fur- 


ther 

RESOLVED, That the committee se- 
lected by their respective organizations 
be requested t- furnish to the Secretary 
of the American Federation of Labor a 
certified copy of their findings, govern- 
ing and defining the duties and work of 
each trade, and thereafter neither trade 
nor any other trade shall be allowed or 
permitted to infringe on each others 
work. as agreed to by both committees, 
nor shall any other trade be permitted 
to infringe on the work as defined and 
submitted by them to the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 
Resolution No. 119—By the Journey- 
men Barbers’ International Union Dele- 


gation: 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union has participated in na- 
tional, state and local tuberculosis ex- 
hibits, having its own exhibit at the 
Washington Congress, held under the 
auspices of the International Anti-Tuber- 
culosis Assoctation, and also an exhibit 
at the Seattle Exposition; and 

WHERE This union has distri- 
buted thousands of pamphlets at nation- 
nl, state and local exhibits, containing 
instructions to the people embracing the 
most approved plans in combatting the 
great white plague; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That this Conventi - 
dorse the educational work in the ‘tubers 
culosis crusade carried on by the Inter- 


national Typographical Union, and com- 


mend. it to the attention and 
of our affillated bodies. emulation 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 120—By Delegate G. R. 
Brunet, of the Montreal Federated 
Trades and Labor Council: 


WHEREAS, At the last Conventio 
, n of 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada, held at Quebec, in September last, 
owing resolution - 

moualy, carried: . ederatio 

“ SREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has been fortunate enough to 
have had the able assistance of Brother 
Joseph Ainey as organized in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec; and, whereas, this Con- 
gress has the utmost confidence in the 
ability, knowledge, experience and in- 
tegrity of Brother Jos. Ainey. along the 
line in which he has been engaged: 
therefore, be it resolved, That we heart- 
ily endorse the action of the A. F. of 
Labor in this connection and urgently 
recommend that Brother Alney be con- 
tinued as permanent organizer by the 
A. F. of Labor, as we think such a 
course will redound to the benefit of the 
A. F. of Labor as well as to the manifest 
advantage of the tolling masses’’; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention en- 
dorse the action of the F'xecutive Coun- 
cil in appointing an organized for the 
Province of Quebec and Eastern Can- 
ada, who speaks the French and English 
languages fluently, and request the 
Executive Council to maintain him in 
that position, so long as the results and 
circumstances will permit of it. 
tore ferrea to Committee on Organiza- 

n. 


Resolution No. 121—By Delegate 
Frank Morrison, of the International 
Typographical Union: 

To amend the Constitution by strik- 
ing out Section 6 of Article XIV of the 
Constitution, and changing Section 7 to 
read “Section 6.” 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 122—By Delegate Frank 
Morrison of the’ International Typo- 
graphical Union: 


WHEREAS, The churches and the 
clergy are taking a growing interest in 
the study of the labor mevement; and 

WHEREAS, Many of the ministers of 
the various denominations are Indicating 
that interest, in part, by a public discus- 
sion in their pulpits of the problems 
of the toilers; and 

WHEREAS, It would be an advantage 
to both church and labor to select & 
special day upon which the attention 
of all classes may be concentrated upon 
the questions which concern the toilers; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the first Sunday in 
September be officially designated by 
the American Federation of Labor as 
“Tabor Sunday,” and that the churches 





of America be requested to devote some 
part of this day to a presentation of 
the labor question; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the various central 
and local labor bodies be requested to 
co-operate in every legitimate way with 
the ministers who thus observe Labor 
Sunday, seeking, with them, to secure 
as large an audience of workingmen and 
others as possible. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 123—By Delegates 
Mat. Comerford and Michael Murphy of 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 


neers. 

WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Stationary Firemen has with- 
in its membership a large number of 
licensed engineers, particularly in New 
York City, who at the present time are 
holding engineers’ positions, and who 
refuse to become members of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers, the 
organization to which they rightfully be- 
long; and 

WHEREAS, In the recent difficulty 
between the Brewers’ Association of 
New York and the Engineers, which re- 
sulted in a lockout, members of the Fire- 
men’s Brotherhood took the places of 
the Engineers. This action on the part 
of the Firemen assisted the employers 
to defeat the Enginers, and compelled 
them to accept the most unfavorable 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionery Firemen have refused to act in 
conjunction with the Brewery Workers 
and the Engineers in making new agree- 
ments, although repeatedly invited to 
do so. This action of the Firemen in 
holding themselves aloof from the other 
two organizations has at all times as- 
sisted the employing brewers to make a 
better bargain with the men; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the International 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen is 
hereby instructed to prevent these mem- 
bers from interfering with the Engi- 
reers’ positions in time of trouble: and 
when a member of the Firemen’s Union 
secures a license and becomes an engi- 
he should immediately joint the 


neer, 
organization of that craft; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That in all locations 


where firemen In breweries are members 
of the I. B. S. F., it is the duty of that 
body to work in conjunction with the 
Engineers in making agrements with the 
employers. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 124—By Delcgates 
Mat. Comerford and Michael Murphy of 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers. 

WIHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, as an employer of labor, 
should set an example for States, munl- 
cipalities and individual emplovers in 
dealing with those in its service In 
this age of industrial progress the rich 
and powerful Government of the United 
States should be the very first to recog- 
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nize the just claims of the skilled work- 
men in its various departments; and 

WHEREAS, It is a well-established 
fact that the very opposite of this con- 
dition obtains, and in many localities 
the United States Government is recog- 
nized as a very harsh employer, refus- 
ing to pay even the prevailing rate of 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The Steam Engineers in 
the employ of the Government are to-day 
receiving from 50 cents to $1.50 per day 
less than men in like positions are be- 
ing paid by municipalities and by indi- 
vidual employers in commercial plants; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to bring this matter to the 
attention of the Government officials. 
with a view to having the engineers 
in the various departments receive the 
prevailing rate of wages. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 126—By Delegate Jas. 
B. Connors of the Illinois State Federa- 
tion: 


WHEREAS, It is universally consid- 
ered by Trades Unionists that the State 
organizations are important spokes in 
the industrial wheel in seeking favor- 
able legislation and other benefits: and 

WHEREAS, It is found to be impos- 
sible to get all the locals of the Inter- 
national Unions to join the State Feder- 
ations, thereby failing to contribute 
their share of the expense; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That Article 10, Section 
1, of the Constitution be amended to 
empower the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor to collect one-half 
cent per capita per month on the mem- 
vership of all trades afflliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, the same 
to be paid to the Secretary of the State 
Federations. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 126—By Delegate Sam 
de Nedrey, of the C. L. U., District of 
Columbia: 


WHEREAS, The estate of General 
George Washington, known as Mount 
Vernon, is owned and controlled by the 
Ladies’ Mount Vernon Association, and 
by reason of such control {it is necessary 
to exact a fee of twenty-five cents from 
each visitor in order to maintain and 
preserve the estate; and 

WHEREAS, We recognize and appre- 
ciate the labors of those patriotic 
women who devoted themselves to the 
task of securing funds by public con- 
tribution by which the estate was pur- 
chased from the Washir-ton heirs and 
thus saved and restored to its present 
beautiful condition; nevertheless, we be- 
Heve that the Government of the United 
States should control the home and 
burial place of the great man. who was 
“First in war. first in peace and first 
in the hearts of his countrymen”: there- 

ere 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. In Twentv-ninth An- 
nual session assembled. {< heartily im 
favor of the maintenance of this estate 
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by the Government, under such rules 
and rerulations as may be prescribed by 
the President of the United States, to 
the end that admission to the grounds 
and buildings may be absolutely free to 
the general public; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we do hereby peti- 
tion the Legisiature of the State of Vir- 

nia, having jurisdiction over the char- 
er of the said Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association, and the Congress of the 
United States to take such action as will 
accomplish this result. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 127—By Delegate 
James H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
spent considerable money in placing or- 
ganizers in the field for the purpose of 
organizing the Automobile Upholsterers 
or Trimmers; and 

WHEREAS, The Automobile Industry 
has reached the stage where the demand 
for trimmers exceeds the sunriy at hand, 
and because of this extraordinary con- 
ditions, a great opportunity presents 
itself for the complete organization of 
the men employed in that branch of the 
upholstering craft: and 

WHEREAS. The tl holsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America in- 
tends to continue its efforts to thorough- 
ly organize this branch of the business, 
and because of the large field to be cov- 
ered and in order that advantage can be 
taken of the great demand for men, we 
request that the organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be instructed to 
give special attention and assistance to- 
wards the organization of this craft, by 
co-operating with the T/pholsterers’ In- 
ternational Union; be it 

RESOLVED, That the executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
instruct their orranizers to comply with 
the above request. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 128—By Delegate 
James H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Buildin Trades 
Councils in the cities of San ancisco, 
Cal. Oakland, Cal., San Jose, Cal., Sac- 
ramento, Cal., have affillated with the 
unions of carpet mechanics and shade 
hangers; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measurers, shade 
cutters and hangers; and 

WHEREAS, The carpet mechanics 
and shade hangers and cutters’ unions 
affiliated with the above mentioned 
bodies have seceded from the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union of North 
America; and 

WHFEFREAS. Resolution No. 56 was in- 
troduced at the Denver Convention of 
the A. F. of L. calling for the unseating 
of these unions from central bodies of 
Building Trades, the committee to which 
it was referred recommending that it be 
referred to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the A. F. of L., with instruc- 
tions that Section No. 1 of Article No. 


11, of the Laws of the Am - 
tion be enforced: and erican Federa 

WHEREAS, The unions antagonistic 
to the Upholsterers’ Internationa Union 
are still seated in the Building Trades 
bodies and have within this present year 
formed themselves into a dual National 
— the purpose of antagonizing 

e union at 
A Re ot bi be n ed with the 
» That the Executi 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor insist that the officers of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor be re- 
quired to take immediate action for the 
purpose of compelling the local Builld- 
ing Trades Departments in the above 
mentioned cities to unseat the unions of 
carpet mechanics and shade hangers and 
cutters, not aMliated with the Uphol- 
nternationa n 

gierers’ on of North 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 129—By Delegate 
Frank Morrison of the International 
Typographical Union: 


By amending Section 2 of Article 
XIV, by inserting after the words “con- 
nected with this Federation” the fol- 
lowing: “but not more than three Fed- 
eral Unions shall be chartered in any 
one city.” 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 
Resolution No. 130—By Delegate Geo. 


B. Howley of the St. Paul Trades and 
Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, The milling indust of 
the United States and Canada is con- 
trolled by large combinations of cap!- 
tal, who are imposing conditions upon 
their employees which are deplorable 
in the extreme; and 

WHEREAS, These employees are but 
poorly organized because of the limited 
financial resources of the International 
Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
ployees; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to put forth every possible 
effort to organize the Flour and Cereal 
Mill Employees: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the attention of the 
International Unions, and Local Unions 
affiliated with this Federation be 
called to the necessity of assisting in 
this work, by demanding the Union La- 
bel of the Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
ployees’ Union. 


ri Referred to Committe on ÖOrganiza- 
on. 

Resolution No. 131—By Delegate Mat- 
thew Woll of the International Photo- 
Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, Due to a change of ma- 
terial for the mounting of photo-engrav- 
ings from the soft metal base to a cast- 
iron mounting block In the newspaper 
shops of San Francisco, having caused 
a serious controversy between the local 
newsvaper publishers and the Photo- 
Engravers’ Union, not that the Union 
raised objections against this innovation, 
but, on the contrary, insisted upon this 
work being done by members of the 
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Photo-Engravers’ Union, in opposition 
to the arbitrary demands of local pub- 
lishers, who endeavored, to the extent 
of locking out our members, to take this 
work from the Photo-Engravers and dis- 
tribute same wherever they were dis- 
sed to, regardless af the claims and 
nterests of the Photo-Engravers; and 


WHEREAS, This work is part of the 
work of Photo-Engravers, and has been 
conceded this by various organizations 
having considered their claims, and by 
the International Typographical Union, 
who, however, in interpreting their own 
urisdictional authority, have done 80 
n such broad and indefinite language 
or lines of demarcation as to include 
work of every conceivable kind done in 
any space designated by themselves, 
whether such work pertains to their 
particular trede or craft or not; and 


WHEREAS, The local newspaper pub- 
lishers have taken. advantage of this 
broad, indefinite and trade-conflicting 
urisdictional authority claimed by the 
. T. U., of forcing this work into their 
hands, by locking cut our members 
against arbitration contracts in force— 
an action which the Photo-Engravers 
Union resented and resisted to the ex- 
tent of obtaining an agreement with the 
local publishers to abide by whatever 
decision and dispoeition the American 
Federation of Labor may make of this 
question; and 

WHEREAS, This work of mounting 
of photo-engravings and preparing these 
mounting blocks has been, and is, con- 
ceded to be the work of Photo-Engrav- 
ers: now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, reaffirms the jurisdiction of the 
International Photo-Engravers’ Union 
over the mounting of photo-engravings, 
whether on wood, soft metal, or cast- 
fron block, or any other material which 
ınay be used for this purpose, and of 
preparing such mounting blocks, and 
that In keeping with the agreement en- 
tered Into between the local newspaper 
publishers and local Photo-Engravers’ 
Union, decide the work Involved and in 
auestion must be done by members of 


the International Photo-Engravers’ 
Union. 
Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 
Resolution No. 182—-By Delegate 


Matthew Woll, of the International 
Photo Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
has time and again endorsed the move- 
ment among wage-earners for an elght- 
hour work day for men and women alike, 
and to-day realize more forcefully than 
ever the great injustice imposed upon 
the women wage-earners of the State of 
Illinois, and such other States not hav- 
ing laws HMmiting their hours of em- 
ployment by permitting of their ex- 
ploitation by greedy and unscrupulous 
employers because of want of remedial 
legislation and lack of oreanization; and 

WHEREAS. Many of the sisters and 
daughters, and perhaps the wives of 
some of the members of the Trades 
Union Movement, are included in this 
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great group of unprotected workers; 
now, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, assembied in the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention, re 
affirms its osition to the urgent 
need and absolute necessity of remedial 
legislation, tending to limit the hours 
of toil and labor of the women 
wage-earners throughout the American 
Continent, is in accord with the judicial 
expression of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, wherein it holds consti- 
tutional the principle of regulating the 
working hours of our women wage-earn- 
ers, in order that American womanhood 
may be preserved, and deeply regrets an 
inferior court in the State of Illinois, 
shoujd, by writ of injunction, estop the 
enforcement of a humane law—a legisla- 
tive mandate held constitutional by the 
highest judicial authority in the land; 
and further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its executive 
officers, assist the women wage-earners 
of Illinois in every possible and advis- 
able manner to the end that this prin- 
ciple of social and economic legislation 
may prevail in this State, and further, 
call upon every affiliated trade and fed- 
erated union, unionist and sympathizer 
to exercise all the influence, power and 
control they may be possessed of over 
any and all women wage-earners under 
their care, or guardianship, related to 
them in blood, by law, or endship, to 
the end that every woman wage-earner 
may and will become affiliated and iden- 
tified with the Woman’s Trade Union 
Movement. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 183—By W. A. Sexton, 
U. B. of C. and J. of A: 


WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. a special assess- 
ment was levied on all International 
Unions affiliated for organizing ur- 
oses in Los Angeles, Cal.. and a fund 
n the netghborhood of sixteen thouzand 
dollars was created by this assessment: 
an 
WHEREAS, A special organizer was 
sppointed and sent to Los Angeles to 
take charge of the situation. After 
nearly two years’ trial this organizer 
has shown conclusively to a large ma- 
jority of the organized workers of Los 
Angeles that he is not the man for the 
place; and ° 

WHEREAS, During the past year local 
unlons and the Building Trades Council 
have appealed to the Fxecutive Officers 
of the A. F. of L. and thelr respective 
International Officers asking for the re 


.moval from Los Angeles of special Or- 


ganizer Arthur A. Hay. and as yet their 
requests have not been complied with; 
an 

WHEREAS, Without the confidence of 
the organized worker« the time and 
money spent by Organizer Hay has been 
nearly. if not whollv. wasted, and the 
dissatisfaction existing does much te 
impare the usefulness of the labor move- 
ment in Tos Angelee: and 

WHEREAS, The President and Execu- 
tive Council« report show that there har 
been several calls for organizers 
throughout the United States and Can- 
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ada that have not been filled; and 

WHEREAS Organizer Hay has not ob- 
tained the desired results, and the special 
assessment has been exhausted; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Offi- 
cers of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
remove Arthur A. Hay from the position 
of Organizer in Southern California. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resolution No. 134—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Assoct- 
ation of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 
and the Tin Plate Workers’ International 
Protective Association have been on 
strike for four and one-half months 
against the establishment of the so- 
cejled “open shop” (non-union) policy 
of the United States Steel Corporation; 
and 

WHEREAS, This strike bids fair to 
extend into or through the winter 
months, thus necessitating the expendi- 
ture of large sums of money to sustain 
the 5,000 men engaged in this strike; 
and 


WHEREAS, Such sums are not at the 
disposal of the organizations mentioned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend to the Executive Council that 
it levy, in accordance with Article XII, 
Section 1, such assessments as in its 
judgment the exigencies of the case 
require. Funds thus raised to be di- 
vided pro rata between the organizations 
involved. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 135—By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and 
Juita Iglesias of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, We are in the process of 
changing the meagre and poor Spanish 
education received by the Porto Rican 
workingman during 400 years for a 
more extensive one as now used by the 
international world, and which is so 
typically and progressively represented 
by the American labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, It is our keenest desire 
and our most ardent wish to have Porto 
Rico share in the enlightenment and 
civilized methods and ideas which have 
informed trade unions for three or four 
generations, and to attain same it is 
absolutely necessary to translate into 
Spanish your thoughts and ideas, your 
conception of liberty, your methods, 
your aspirations and hopes, and the 
struggle you are sustaining for the ad- 
vancement and welfare of mankind: and 

WHEREAS, We believe that some- 
thing of a more practical nature has 
to be done to place our workingmen 
in closer touch with the different phases 
and aspects of the American labor life, 
we have thought of nothing more ap- 
propriate than a newspaper. which shall 
undertake the publication in Spanish of 
everything connected with labor under 
the auspices of the American Federation 
of T,ahor: and 

WHEREAS, The National and Inter- 
national Umnions are forwarding from 
their headquarters by mail to their re- 
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spective local qrganisations§ a 
amount of matter, such as circulars, 
notices, literature, papers and journals, 
which, by reason of being written and 
printed in the English language, and 
in some cases in German, cannot be 
understood by Porto Rican workingmen; 
an 

WHEREAS, The postage paid in for- 
warding such amount of reading matter 
from headquarters to local unions in 
Forto Rico represents a large expendi- 
ture, besides other expenses of Printing, 
etc., without reaping the desired results 
of education and premoting the welfare 
of the labor classes at large, and especi- 
ally of the membership of every union; 


e 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, now gathered In assembly, that 
the officers of the National and Interna- 
tional Unions are hereby required to for- 
ward to the representative of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in Porto Rico 
copies of all papers, circulars, notices 
and resolutions, etc., intended for pub- 
lication, as well as one copy of the offi- 
cial journal or other newspaper pub- 
lished in the Interests of any labor or- 
ganization, for translation into Spanish 
and publication in the official organ of 
the ee Federation of Workingmen, 
Insular Branch, San Juan, Porto Rico: 
and be it 

RESOLVED, That, to defray the ex- 
penses incurred in such translations, and 
in order to carry out the necessary im- 
provements in the aforesaid newspaper, 
which will be a Spanish publication, 
tinted ın the Interest of the American 
ederation of Labor, and its affiliated 
organizations, making of it an entirely 
genuine official labor paper, with a large 
circulation, not only in Porto Rico, but 
in Cuba, South and Central America and 
among the Spanish-speaking population 
of North America, a special fund for 
such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, is 
hereby created by imposing a per capita 
of a quarter of a cent per member on 
every affiliated National and Interna- 
tional Union, for one time only: and 
e 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
entrusted and charged with the collec- 
tion of such per capita of a quarter of 
a cent per member, some to be in his 
possession not later than four months 
from date: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the amount so col- 
lected shall be invested as aforesaid 
under the supervision of the President 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 136—By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and Juita 
Iglesias, Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, More than 600,000 agri- 
cultural and industrial workman, in- 
cluding men, women and children are at 


present in Porto Rico in economical and 
social deplorable conditions; and 
WHEREAS, The average wages paid 
to the bulk of the working population 
of Porto Rico engazed In the coffee ana 
sugar industries is 25 cents and 60 cents 
respectively for ten hours work a day. 
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thus creating a condition for them of a 
most desperate cnaracter; and 

VHERBAS, Tne policy announced to 
the people of Porto HKico by the repre- 
sentatives of the American people and 
the American administration, at the 
time of the occupation or the Island, 
was to the effect tiat they had come to 
our shores for humanity's sake and work 
out tne salvation Of tne peopie by giving 
them protection in tueir civil ang human 
rignts; and 

HEREAS, It is a well known fact 

that the condition prevailing among our 
brothers in Porto Hico has improved 
little, as compared with the enslaved and 
abject condition under which they labor- 
ed in time of the Spanish regime, not- 
withstanding the enormous increase in 
the production and trade of the Island; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican workmen 
have been in the past and probably will 
continue to be in the future, subjects to 
untold persecutions and shameful treat- 
ment at the hands of officials when they 
seek to improve their conditions by 
means of peaceful strike; and 

WHEREAS, The Legislative Assembly 
of Porto Rico has committed itself 
against the enactment of labor laws to 
better the conditions of the workmen, 
and, furthermore, no recommendation to 
that effect has ever been made by the 
Governor of the Island to the Legisla- 
ture, while capital is offered every op- 
portunity to increase its resources and 
encroaching power to the detriment and 
injury of the labor interest, the needs 
and problems of which are ignored and 
contemptuously treated; and 

WHEREAS, There are at present in 
Porto Rico two hundred thousand chil- 
dren under fourteen years of ago, who 
are being deprived of an education on 
account of the fact that the local gov- 
ernment has failed to provide a suffi- 
cient number of schools and teachers; 


an 

WHEREAS, A large number of said 
children are now being employed and ex- 
ploited In factories and other establish- 
ments with great risk to their lives: and 

WHEREAS, The American people and 
their administration being well aware of 
their responsibilities toward Porto Rico 
are in duty bound not to allow the pros- 
perity and progress of the Island to 
e at the mercy of capital combinations 
by making of it a factory worked by 
slaves with hardly any pay to cover the 
nenesalties of life; and 

"HEREAS, The President Roosevelt 

of the United States promised two years 
ago to President Gompers and a 
labor delegation from Porto Rico, with- 
in his power to cance a change for the 
better for the benefit of the population 
of the Island hy directing the offictals 
there to discontinue the policy followed 
heretofore for the Amertcanization of 
the Island and that new methods in 
harmony with American principles and 
ideas be established: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual 
Federation of Labor that a committee 
be appointed which jointly with the 
Porto Rican delegation and nreetded over 
by the President of the American Ted- 
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eration of Labor, shall call on the 
President of the United States and 
transmit to him the following recom- 
mendations: 

1. That American citizenship be grant- 
ed to the people of Porto co. 

2. That the school appropriation be 
increased to twice the amount DOW ex- 
pended annually. 

3. That the salaries of the Porto- 
Rican school teachers be placed on the 
same scale as those paid to American 
teachers. 

4. That the eight-hour working day 
act and the labor liability act of this 
country become a law of Porto Rico and 
enforced by the different heads of the 
insular departments. 

6. The radical abolishment of convict 
labor in public works. 

6. Payment to workmen engaged in 
government work in Porto Rico of living 
wages and proper increase over the fifty 
and sixty cents’ ten hours a day scale. 

7. That the President of the United 
States recommend to the Governor of 
Porto Rico to cause the introduction of 
bills in the Executive Council of Porto 
Rico tending to the enactment of the 
following acts by the Executive Coun- 
cil and Insular Legislature: 

An Act to protect the agricultural la- 
borer working in sugar and others from 
the mercilessness of trusts, sugar fac- 
tories, that is to say: 

An Act providing for a thorough In- 
spection of factories, shops, apartment 
buildings and all kinds of establishment 
for the purpose of improving the sani- 
tary conditions thereof. 

he establishment of a branch of the 
Labor Bureau in Porto Rico for the 
benefit of the people of the Island; and 

The enactment of a law prohibiting 
the employment of children under the 
age of fourteen years in factories, work- 
shops and like establishment; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the aforesaid com- 
mittee shall discharge the duties herein 
stated before the President of the United 
States, six days after adjournment of the 
Twenty-ninth Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 137—By Delegates W. 
T. Brown and L. A. Tanquary of the 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers: 

WHEREAS, There are more than 1,- 
600,000 persons employed upon the rail- 


roads of North America, of which less 
than 500,000 are organized: and 

WHEREAS, It is essential to the best 
interests of all concerned that this vast 
army be brought into the folds of 
unionism: and 

WHEREAS, There was organized at 
the Denver Convention of the A. F. of 
L., a Railroad Employees’ Department, 
thereby causing a great awakening 
among the railroad employees of the 
country and a great desire to be organ- 
ized: and 

WHEREAS, Charters have been issued 
to many of the large rallroads for sys- 
tem federations, and no general plan 
having ben devised for the proper exe- 
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cution of the work of 


organizing; 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That this Convention 


urge upon the Railroad Employees’ De- 
partment the immediate employment of 
organizers by the system federations 
established from time to time on the 
various railroads; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend the employment of such or- 
ganizers on & commission basis at & 
rate of not less than two dollars ($2.00) 
per capita for new members and twenty- 
five cents (.26c) per capita for trans- 
ers. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 138—By Delegation of 
International Typographical Union, In- 
ternational Printing Pressmen and As- 
sistants’ Union, International Photo- 
Engravers’ Union, International Stereo- 
typers and Electrotypers’ Union, Inter- 
national Brotherhcod of Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, Certain provisions of the 
Copyright Law permit of two copies of 
all foreign wor being imported free 
of duty by librariés and educational in- 
stitutions in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It has come to the know- 
ledge of the Allied Printing Trades that 
the above provisions are being manipu- 
lated by certain importers of art works 
who cater to the wealthy elements im- 
bued with an Anglophobla germ which 
has created within their minds the idea 
that there is not sufficient skill among 
the mechanics in the Allied Printing 
Trades of North America to satisfy 
the aesthetic tastes of these wealthy 
faddists; and 


WHEREAS, Such practice works to 
the detriment of the American workmen, 
who are thus placed in competition with 
the low wages of Europe, tending to 
degrade the standard of American liv- 
ing; and 

WHEREAS, The present conditions of 
the United States tariff and the Copy- 
right Law permit and have resulted in 
from four to six millions of art books 
coming into the United States partly and 
in some instances entirely free of duty; 
that is, works printed in foreign lan- 
guages free and those printed in the Eng- 
lish language at 25 per cent. which, by 
reason of the fact that European wages 
are about one-third of the American wage 
standard, defy fair competition; and 

WHEREAS, The Allied Printing 
Trades of the United States and Canada, 
as represented at a meeting of the Joint 
Conference Board, have commissioned a 
committee of their board to investigate 
this entire matter by the collection of 
data and information, which will reveal 
to what extent the one hundred and 
fifty thousand men and women working 
in the printing crafts are affected by 
the abuse of the provisions of the Copy: 
right Law, together with the inadequate 
provisions of the tariff, which do not 
satisfactorily rotect American men 
and women against the low-wage stand- 
ard of Europe: therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That this American Fed- 
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eration of Labor, in this Twenty-ninth 
Convention assembled, does hereby en- 
dorse this proposed effort at investiga- 
tion on the part of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades of 
North America, and does hereby in- 
struct the Executive Council to render 
the said Joint Conference Board Com- 
mittee all possible assistance in the mat- 
er. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 139—By Delegates J. 
A. Franklin, N. Quesnel and John 
Dohney, of the International Brother- 
hood of Boiler Makers, Iron Ship Build- 
ers and Helpers of America: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has recognized the fact that the 
demand for an eight-hour work day is 
based on a sound economic principle by 


ranting it to all workmen directly in 
ts employ; and 
WHEREAS, The greater part of the 


Government work is let out at contract 
to private firms who compel their men 
to work ten hours or more per day; and 

WHEREAS, An eight-hour bill cover- 
ing all Government work, contract or 
otherwise, has been pending in Congress 
for several years, where it has been 
pizeon-holed n an unfriendly committee 

y the enemies of labor; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That a letter be address- 
ed to each member of Congress by the 
A. F. of L. and by all organizations affi- 
liated therewith, requesting them to use 
their influence and vote to have the 
eight-hour bill passed at next session of 
Congress and to have a clause inserted In 
each of the appropriation providing 
that all work done under each appropria- 
tion shall be done at not more than eight 
hours per day; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That a committee of ten 
be appointed by the Convention to wait 
on President Taft to urge upon him the 
advisability of recommending to Con- 

ess the passage of this just legisla- 

ion; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. be authorized 
to arrange for a great eight-hour demon- 

tration to be held in the City of Wash- 
ngton, D.C., during the next session of 
Congress, and that all trade and labor 
unions in the country be invited to par- 
ticipate in the demonstration. 

Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. 140—By Delegate 
Harry de Veaux, of the Central Fed- 
erated Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, We, the Paper Hangers, 
“declare” that the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paner Hangers, have 
not and never have had a lawful right 
to interefere with the autonomy of the 
Paperhanging Trade, as follows: 

1st. In support of this we submit 
the laws of the A. F. of L. These laws 
clearly provide that each and every 
trade is entitled to their individual 
Trade Autonomy. as well as a certificate 
of affillation, which protects their future 
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rights to enjoy all the privileges of 
Trade Autonomy. 

2nd. When the Bro. of P. D. and 
P. entered into agreement with the 
Paper Hangers and the A. F. of L. as a 
party thereto, the Brotherhood waived 
all rights, if they ever had any, to 
the control of the paperhanging trade 
and when the Louisville Convention o 
the A. F. of L. decided not to issue a 
charter to the National Paper Hangers 
Protective Association, but re-affirmed 
the decision previously reached, and 
which was adopted at the recent amal- 
gamation of the Brotherhood of P. D. 
and P. H. affillated with the A. F. of L., 
which was that the latter organization 
grant Trade Autonomy to Paper Hang- 
ers Unions under their International 
Jurisdiction. The A. F. of L. thus recog- 
nized the P. H. right to Trade Autonomy, 
and was in effect a direct nt of trade 
autonomy to the Paper Hangers. 


38rd. The Paper Hangers entered the 
Brotherhood under an agreement, which 

anted them full local control of paper- 

anging. The Brotherhood Convention 
held in Detroit in 190° sent notice to 
the A. F. of L. Convention held in 
Scranton, that they had complied with 
the spirit of the ulsville Convention 
A F. of L., and in compliance therewith 
had granted complete autonomy to the 
Paper Hangers. They also sent an in- 
vitation to the N. P. B. of A. Association 
inviting them to afflliate under the above 
condition. 


The N. P. B. of A. accepted the invita- 
tion in good faith. After this Conven- 
tion had taken the above action, they 
passed the following: “In a locality 
where two or more local unions exist, a 
member of the Brotherhood must belong 
to the local union of that branch of the 
trade at which he works a major portion 
of his time.” There is no question that 
the effect of this Article has destroyed 
the value of, and nullifies the agreement. 
Upon this article the Brotherhood has 
rendered all its drastic decisions against 
the Paper Hangers, which has resulted 
in great loss of money, conditions and 
organization during the past eight years, 
and forced them to expend large sums 
of money in anneal, in order to prevent 
the total destruction of their trade in 
the labor movement. It is not neces- 
sary for the Paper Hangers to enter 
into detail of the suffering they have 
endured. The very fact that the Execu- 
tive Council has rendered a decision that 
the laws of the Brotherhood did impair 
the value of the agreement, is sufficient 
proof that the Brotherhood did break 
the agreement. and as it is a well recog- 
nized principle of justice and law. 

That when an agreement has been en- 
tered into by two or more parties, and 
fis broken by either of them. It is exactly 
as though It never had been made. and 
nefther party can be forced to enter into 
such agreement without consenting to do 
it all over again. 


The fact that the Norfolk (-nvention 
of the A. F. of L. did entertain the ap- 
peal for the relief of the Paper Hang- 
ers and directed the Executive Council! 
to hear and settle the grievance, con- 
sistent with the laws of the A. F. of L., 
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and as the «a. F. of L. has the sole power 
to grant traue autonomy, tne aper 
Hangers isust respectfully decline to 


waive any of the rights to which they 
are entitled as members of the A. F. of 
L. by any further submission of their 
case to the Brotherhood. 

The second paragraph of the Execu- 
tive Council report we fully agree with, 
as a general proposition. but it does not 
go far enough to provide for speedy re- 
lief of a trade suffering from a broken 
agreement; neither does it provide for 
a trade. which loses its identity and is 
prevented from enjoying this necessary 
means of protection in the exercise of 
trade autonomy, as a result of the re- 
cent decision of the B. T. Department. 

The Paper Hangers submitted to the 
Executive Council of the B. T. D. the 
following: , 

Whether or not the Paper Hangers affi- 


-Nated with the Brotherhood of P. D. and 


P. H., subject to an agreement which 
granted them complete autonomy, and, 
which was endorsed by the A. F. of L. 
were entitled to a seat in the B. T. D. 
Thev decided the Paper Hangers were 
not and could not be recognized by the 
B. T. D. This decision substantially 
destroys the value of the agreement un- 
der which the Paper Haneers afllliated 
with the Brotherhood. If the Paper 
Hangers are granted trade autonomy 
and then refused local representation in 
local delegate bodies by direct represen- 
tation from their own local union, they 
cannot employ the means of exercisin 
their autonomy, because they are deni 
the essential means provided by the A. 
F. of L. for mutual assistance and pro- 
tection of all trades for which the cen- 
tral local bodies were brought into exist- 
ence. 

This decision of the B. T. Department 
attempts to railroad the Paper Hangers 
trade out of existence in the labor move- 
ment, which compels the Paper Hangers 
to obtain different affillation with the 

F. of L. than they have had the last 
eight years. There is no middle course 
for the Paper Hangers to travel if they 
hope to continue as an organized trade 
union. They must obtain the same con- 
ditions of affillation with the A. F. of L. 
as the laws clearly provide for a trade 
union. They would be untrue to them- 
selves, their trade and their families if 
thev did not now use every means to 
secure their just rights and demand as 
honorable and self-respecting men. their 
complete trade autonomy, their right to 
be represented nationally and locally in 
the legislative bodies of the A. F. of L., 
and they are unwilling to continue the 
degrading position thev are now placed 
in as a trade: denied a home in the 
trade union movement through no fault 
of theirs. 


In conclucion, we will take a line from 
President Gompers’ report to this Con- 
vention, which expresses the present 
conditions and feelings of the Paper 
Hangers more forcibly and more clearly 
than we possibly can: “Tyranny exer- 
cized by no matter whom, or from what 
source. must be resisted at all hazards.” 
And this {s exactly what the Paper 
Hanrers propore to do. 


Therefore, “We” know of no other 
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way to remove the tyranny we are now 
suffering from than by making a final 
demand of this Convention to Issue a 
direct charter of affiliation to the Paper- 
hangers. We, therefore. most sincerely 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 141—By Delegates Jos. 
N. Weber, Owen Miller and Jos. Wink- 


ler of the America Federation of Mu- 
sicians: 


WHEREAS, The great steel industry 
has succeeded in inducing the Congress 
of the United States of America to pro- 
tect that industry by a high tariff on 
the ground that such protection was 
needed to maintain the better industrial 
conditions alleged to prevail in the Unit- 
ed States of America; and 


WHEREAS, Instead of making any 
effort to maintain such conditions, the 
great corporation that controls the out- 
put of steel on the continent has 
scoured Europe, secured and established, 
to the exclusion of American labor, the 
cheapest in price and lowest in intelll- 
gence to be found on the Continent of 
Europe, who have displaced American 
labor under conditions that are a dis- 
grace to civilization; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
annual Convention of the A. F. of L. 
respectfuily petition the Congress of the 
United States of America to appoint a 
special committee to investigate the 
methods employed by this industry In 
maintaining industrial conditions; and 
if it is found that the tariff, instead of 
being used to maintain American indus- 
trial conditions, is entirely turned into 
the pockets of the owners, the tariff on 
steel be suspended. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 142—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux of the Central Feder- 
ated Union of New York: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Seigel, Cooper 
Co., of New York, N. Y., carries an 
advertisement the year around in the 
“Rederationist,” the official organ of 


the American Federation of Labor, this - 


advertisement creates the impression 
that the firm of Seigel, Coper Co. Is fair 
ta oreanized labor: and 

WHEREAS, The firm refuses to recog- 
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rize the right of their employees to affill- 
ate themselves with the Unions of their 
craft, and they have for years refused 
to pay the recognized Union. wages; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of Seigel, Cooper 
Co., during the present year consoli- 
dated the workrooms of both the carpet 
and upholstery departments with the 
workrooms of the Greenhut Co. The 
Greenhut Co. was operating up to that 
time under an agreement with local 
Unions of Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America, and they em- 
ployed Union men, members of the 
above Union exclusively, and paid them 
a rate of wages from $24.00 to $35.00 per 
week of eight hcurs per day; and 

WHEREAS, The action of the firm of 
Seigel, Cooper Co. in bringing non-union 
men, employed at the rate of wages 
from $12.00 to $21.00 per week into com- 
petition and contact with the Union 
men employed by Greenhut Company, 
thus compelling the Union men to go on 
strike in an atempt to compel the firm 
to unionize the shop and pay the Union 
rate of wages and an eight-hour work- 
day: and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of New York has made efforts, 
through committees and by correspond- 
ence, to obtain an interview with Mr. 
. B. Greenhut, who is the President 
of both the Seigel, Cooper Company 
and Grenhut Company, with a view of 
settling the strike, Mr. Greenhut has 
at all times refused to see the com- 
mittee; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation appoint: 
a representative to endeavor to adjust 
this matter between the Union and the 
firms of Seigel, Cooper and Greenhut 
Company; be it further 

RESOLVED, That, in the event of 
the firm failing to adjust the matter 
within sixty days from the adjournment 
of this Convention, that the advertise- 
ment of the Seigel, Cooper Company be 
discontinued in the “American Federa- 
tionist.” 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


At 11.15 o’clock a.m. the Convention 
was adjourned to 9.00 o’clock a.m. Sature 
day, November 13th. 
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SIXTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o’clock a. m., Saturday, November 
13th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kennedy, Doheny, 
Spraggon, Richardson, Comerford, Mur- 
By. Walsh, Farrell, Fry, Price, Miller, 

inkler, McGivern. Paravicini, Berry, 
Braggins, Manlove, Mahon, Lawyer, 
Hatch, Calvert, Lee, Berger, Thompson, 
Garrett, Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Ware- 
ham, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, Archer, 
Martin, Whalen, Kelly, Roberts, Smith 
(A. M.), Roderick, Mawbray. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication: 


P. O. Box 174, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
November 11, ’09. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. 
of L., Massey Hall, Toronto: 

Dear Sir,—I desire to thank you per- 
sonally for your great kindness, and, 
through you, also to thank the Officers 
and Delegates now gathered in Toronto, 
for the special consideration and hel 
extended on account of the sad deat 
of my son, E. E. Russ. My son’s wife 
is also most grateful for the sympathy 
of the Congress, shown in such a prac- 
tical manmer, in meeting all expenses 
of undertaker’s account and transporta- 

on. 

4 Assuring you of our deep apprecia- 

on, . 

Yours sincerely, 
CHAS. EHE. RUSS. 


Secretary Morrison—A number of re- 
solutions were introduced late las: even- 
ing that will not appear in the minutes 
of yesterday's session. They have been 
nuinbered, and wili appear with to-day’s 
rainutes. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 


LUTIONS. 
Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 


mittee, read the following partial re- 
port: 
The Committee recommended that 


Resolution No. 4 be amended by strik- 
ing out the words, “select a committee 
of three members for the purpose of 
making,” in the “Resolve,” and insert- 
ing the word “make,” the Resolution, 
when amended, to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 4—By Delegate H. B. 
Perham of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
graphers: 

WHEREAS, Labor is constantly com- 


laining of the actions of United States 
udges in the matter of issuing injunc- 
tlons when there are no true grounds 
for such action, and also respecting judi- 
cial decisions in cases affecting organ- 
ized labor where the punishment does 
not fit the alleged offence; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor has hith- 
erto taken no part in the selection of 
names for appointment of Judges for 
United States courts, when vacancies 
have occurred or new courts have been 
created, while those whose interests are 
antagonistic to organ bor have 
taken a very prominent part in mention- 
ing names for such positions; and 

HEREAS, Vacancies on the judicial 

bench occur quite frequently and new 
courts are likely to be established as 
the growth and progress of the country 
make them necessary; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor be and is hereby authorized to make 
recommendations to the President of the 
United States respecting the appoint- 
ment of judges, where it is prerogative 
of the President to make such appoint- 
men 


The Committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 

The Committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 8 be referred to the Spe- 
cial Committee on Swedish Strike. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 


Post Office Clerks: 


A Resolution seeking the assistance 
of the American Federation of Labor 
to obtain legalized hours for clerks in 
Post Offices. 

WHEREAS, The Post Office Depart- 
ment is making a determined and com- 
mendable effort to economize in the mat- 
ter of expenditures. that the so-called 
deficit may be wholly, or in part, wiped 
out: and 

WHEREAS, The service is nominally 
committed to an eight-hour day, and 

et Post Office Clerks, who are only 

ederal Civil Service Employees with- 
out a law affixing their hours, are fre- 
quently worked hours in excess of eight 
hours a day or forty-eight hours a week, 
for lack of sufficient help; and 

WHEREAS, It is believed retrench- 
ment in the public service should take 
other forms than to burden its poorest- 
paid of all Government employees—the 
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Post Office Clerks—by imposing on or 
exacting from them extra hours without 
additional compensation; and 

WHEREAS, This frequency of over- 
time has clearly demonstrated that the 
Post Office Clerks will never enjoy an 
eight-hour day or a forty-eight hour 
week until some law legalizing same is 
placed on the statute-books; and 

WHEREAS, We appreciate the many 
successful efforts the A. F. of L. has 
made to inaugurate the eight-hour day 
among workers, governmental or other- 
wise, and we request the moral support 
and kindly offices of the Federation to 
aid us in our struggle for a like conces- 
sion; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., in 
Convention assembled, does go on record 
as favoring an eight-hour day or forty- 
eight-hour week measure for Post 
Office Clerks, and does hereby instruct 
its Legislative Committee to strive for 
some such measure as may now or may 
be hereinafter introduced in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as read. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 17 be divided, and that 
the first, second and third Whereases 
and the last Resolved be adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 17—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vi- 
cinity: 


WHEREAS, The Annual Convention of 
the America Federation of Labor, held 
in San Francisco during the year 1904, 
adopted a resolution endorsing the re- 
quest of the Actors’ National Protective 
Union, which said resolution requested 
all State „ederations and local city cen- 
tral bodies to assist the Actors’ National 
Protective Union in bringing the The- 
atrical Employment Agencies within the 
scope and meaning of the law, by pass- 
ing measures seeking to control and 


supervise these said Theatrical Agen- 
“cies: and 
WHEREAS, During the intervening 


time the State Federations of the States 
of New York and Illinois, have, in con- 
junction with the Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union, succeeded in passing leg- 
islation having this object in view; and 
WHEREAS, During the past session 
of the New York State Legislature the 
Workingmen’s State Federation of that 
State introduced, at the request of the 
Central Federated Union of Greater New 
York and Vicinity, an amended measure 
which would have rectified many defects 
of the present law, which measure 
assed the Legislature, and was signed 
y the Mavor of New York City: 
RESOLVED. That all State and city 
central and local trades unfons are re- 
quested to assist the Actors’ Interna- 
tinnal Union fn the States of New York, 
Illinois, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 


Massachusetts, to pass remedial legis- 
lation for the better protection of the 
Actor and Actresses from the extortions 
and corrupt business methods of those 
so-called Theatrical Employment Agen- 
cies. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. ! 

The committee recommended further | 
that the fourth Whereas and the first 
Resolved be amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 17 1-2—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vi- 
cinity: 


WHEREAS, The proper control and 
supervision of Employment Agencies is 
of vital importance, and as an investiga- 
tion by the United States Government 
is expected to prove that Employment 
Agencies, as conducted, are a menace 
to the American workman, and are be- 
ing used as strike-breaking institutions; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor re- 
affirms the action of the San Francisco 
Convention, and directs the Executive 
Board to secure the report of McKees 
Rocks investigation from the Govern- 
ment for the purpose of framing Na- 
ational legislation for the proper super- 
vision of the Employment Agencies. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of Resolution No. 17 1-2 as 
amended, 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 22—By Delegate Thos. 
Flynn of the Brotherhood of Carpenters: 


WHEREAS, The frequent failures of 
private banking institutions have caused 
a wide-spread feeling of distrust among 
the working people; and 

WHEREAS, A convenient and abso- 
lutely safe method of depositing small 
savings can easly be rovided in a 
Postal Savings Bank: and 

WHEREAS, This has been endorsed 
by both the Democratic and Republican 
parties; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention call 
upon the parties named to redeem their 
pledges, and ask Congress to pass a 
comprehensive Postal Savings Bank Act. 

From the Carpenters of Chicago, Ill. 


The committee recomm-nded that Re- 
solution No. 22 be amend:d to read as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 22—By Delegate Thos. 
Flynn of the Brotherhood of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The frequent fallures of 
private banking institutions have caused 
a wide-spread feeling of distrust among 
the working-people: and 

WHEREAS, A convenient and abso- 
lutely safe method ot depositing small 

ngs can easily e rovi 
Postal Savings Bank: P ded In a 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 

calls upon the United States Congress 
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to pass a comprehensive Postal Savings adopted by the Minneapolis Convention 


Bank Act. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 24 was reported on by 
the committee. The committee non- 
concurred. After some discussion, the 
resolution was referred back to the com- 
mittee for further consideration. 

Resolution No. 29—By the I T. U. 
Delegation: 

WHEREAS, Mr. J. Henry McMahon, 
who was Assistant Secretary of the Bos- 
ton Convention of the A. F. of L., died 
on August 23, 1909, at Woburn, Massa- 
chusetts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we express our 
deep regret at the death of Mr. McMa- 
hon, who was a faithful trade unionist, 
and always ready with valued service 


in the great work which the trade 
unions are doing. 


The committe recommended that the 
resolution be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Re- 
solution No. MR be amended by striking 
from the second Whereas the words, 
“and the financial support pledged in 
advance, if need be,” and from the Re- 
solved the words “and financial assist- 
ance if necessary’ the amended resolu- 
tion to read: 

Resolution No. 32—By Delegate John 
J. Pfeiffer of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 


WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood 
of Leather’ Workers on Horse Goods is 
contemplating and preparing to make 
a general demand for the eight-hour 
work day in the saddlery industry at 
some opportune time in 1910; an 

WHEREAS, In order to be successful 
in a general movement of this kind, it 
is essential that we have the moral 
support of the entire labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, pledges its moral support to the 
United Brotherhod of Leather Workers 
on Horse Goods in the effort which it 
proposes to make to secure a universal 
eight-hour work day for its members, 
as above stated. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 33—By Delegate Agnes 
Nestor of the International Glove 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor 


and reaffirmed in an amended form by 
the Norfolk and Denver Conventions, 
affirms its belief in “woman suffrage 
co-equal with man suffrage’; and 
WHEREAS, In the annual report of 
the Norfolk National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, it was 
expressly stated that it was the “much- 
abused trade union movement which 
stands for the recognition of the rights, 


political social, moral, and industrial, 
of women”; and 
WHEREAS The olitical enfran- 


chisement of women is essential to the 
economic independence of the working 
class, and has become a world-wide is- 
sue of immediate and vital importance to 
the very existence of democracy; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
rinth Annual Convention of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor, does now re- 
affirm this plank, and expresses its be- 
lief {n and its intention to secure, full 
political enfranchisement for all women, 
and hereby pledges its affiliated unions 
earnestly to champion and work for the 
political freedom of women. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution when amend- 
ed by striking out the word “pledges” 
in the seventh line of the Resolved and 
inserting the word “urges.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in 

Resolution No. 86—By Delegate John 
C. Harding of .ae Chicago Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, Labor Bulletin No. 150. 
issued by the United States Govern- 
ment, states that the average annual 
production of the wage-earners in the 
United States is about $2,500, while 
their average annual income is less than 
$500; and 

WHEREAS, If their figures are true, 
they are of vital and fundamental im- 
portance to the working class; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor requests the American 
Federation of Labor to appoint a com- 
mission to make a thorough investiga- 
tion as to the truth of those figures and 
report as soon as possible through the 
American Federationist. 


The committee recommended that the 
Resolved be struck out in its entirety. 
and the following substituted therefor: 


“RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor request the Department issulng 
the Bulletin for details with reference 
to the relationship of the average wages 
to the average value of production, and 
publish the same when secured, in The 
American Federationist.” 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution, as amended. be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegate D. 





D’Alessandro of the International Hod 
Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, In localities other than 
cities and thickly settled centres, in 
the digging and construction of work 
undertaken by the Federal and State 

overnments, as well as by private 
corporations, conditions which are de- 
‘structive of health and morals and 
dangerous to life generally obtain; that 
is, the workmen are generally huddled 
in large numbers in tiers of bunks, in 
freight cars, in cabooses, in sheds, with 
plain boards for beds, with only suffi- 
cient room for the men to He in rows, 
where for months at a time they have 
neither the facilities nor the oppor- 
tunity to disrobe or attend to the most 
ordinary requirements of cleanliness 
and necessary changes of clothing, 
thereby impairing not only their own 
health, but helping to spread filth and 
disease amon~ the people with whom 
they come in contact after the season’s 
work is closed; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs 
is not only brutal to the men employed 
on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the 
spirit and concept of our time; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorrence 
and condemnation of such treatment 
accorded to human beings; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to demand 
from the Federal Congress such legis- 
lation and from the executive heads and 
Governmental’ departments that they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engag- 
ed in the lines of work indicated in 
the preambles to these resolutions, such 
quarters and sleeping accommodations 
as will conform to some such reason- 
able degree of sanitary and healthful 
conditions as can be provided in the 
prosecution of such work; 

RESOL That the same _ efforts 
be made by the officers of the Federa- 
tion of Labor of the different States, 
coming within the jurisdiction of the 
various States, and that copies of these 
preambles and resolutions be furnished 
y the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to the officers of such 
State Federation of Labor. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 48—By Delegates Jas. 
O’Connell. Thos. Van Lear, C. W. Fry, 
Eugene Sarber, J. J. Keppler of the 
International Association of Machinists: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has recognized that the eight- 
hour work day is based upon sound, 
economic principles, because it is operat- 
ing all its departments on an elght- 
hour or shorter work day. and operat- 
ing its mechanical plants, such as navy 
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yards, ars als, naval stations, etce., 
on an eight-hour basis; and 
WHEREAS, A very great portion of 
Government work is let by contract and 
sub-contracted to private firms operating 
their plants on a ten-hour or longer 
basis, under a very low wage, and very 
frequently under unsanitary conditions; 


and 
. WHEREAS, The Eight-Hour Bill 
which has been introduced in Con- 


gress at several sessions with a view 
to securing an extension f the eight- 
hour law to cover all Government 
work, whether by contract or sub-con- 
tract, has failed of passage largely 
because of it being referred to un- 
riendly committees Congress; 
therefore, be it 8 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
A. F. of L. be instructed to have let- 
ters addressed to each member of Con- 
gress calling attention to the import- 
ance of this bill, and that a circular 
letter be sent all affiliated organiza- 
tions requesting such organizations, 
national and local, to petition their rep- 
resentatives in Congress to use their 
influence to secure an early and favor- 
able report from committees, and to 
vote for the passage of the Eight-Hour 
Bill at the coming session of Con- 
gress; 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
A. F. of L. and the Legislative Com- 
mittee are hereby instructed to make 
every effort to have a clause inserted 
in each of the appropriation bills pro- 
viding that all work let by contract 
in such appropriations shall be done on 
an eight-hour basis; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to wait 
upon the President of the United 
States for the purpose of urging him 
to recommend in his message to Con- 
gress the necessity and advisability -* 
the passage of the Eight-Hour Bill 
so as to extend to all contracts and 
sub-contracts; 

RESOLVED. That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed and au- 
thorized to call upon all national and 
international organizations affiliated 
with the A. F. of L. to render such as- 
sistance as may be necessary in this 
work, by matntaining a representative 
of each organization who shall co-op- 
erate with the Legislative Committee 
of the A. F. of L. at Washington dur- 
ing the session of Congress to assist 
in securing the passage of the Eight- 
Hour RM: and be It further 

RESOLVtD That the Executive 
Council is hereby authorized and in- 
structed to take such further stevs as 
may be neceszarv to demonstrate to the 
members of Congress the necessitv and 
advisability of passing the PFight-Hour 
Bill durtne the coming session of Con- 
gress, to the end. If necessary, that the 
officers of the national and interna- 
tional organizations be called to a con- 
ference to be held in Washineton at 
such date as the evecutive officers of 
the A. F. of T.. mav decide unon. 


The committe recommended that the 
resolution be adopted. 
A motion was made that the recom- 
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mendation of the committee be con- 


curred in. 

After a short discussion by President 
Gompers, Vice-President Duncan and 
Delegate Coughlin, the motion to concur 
in the recommendation of the commit- 
tee was carried. 

The committee recommended that Re- 
solution No. 55 be amended by striking 
from the Resolved the words, “be auth- 
orized to appoint a committee of one 
member from each organization now in- 
volved in the reduction and that this 
committee appointed,” and the words, 
“request the Legislative Committee of 
the American Federation of Labor,” in- 
serted therefor. The resolution, as 
amended, is as follows: 


Resolution No. 65—By Delegate P. J. 
Carlson of the Tri-City Labor Congress, 
Rock Island. 


WHEREAS, The Ordinance Officers in 
charge of the Rock Island Arsenal, are 
doing all in their power to reduce 
wages and establish the plecework sys- 
tem amone the workers employed in the 
shops and factories at that arsenal; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that this re- 
duction of wages, establishment of the 
piecework svstem, and by the employ- 
ment of boys under sixteen years of 
age, by these officers, are detrimental 
to organized labor now in the Govern- 
ment employ at this arsenal and in 
other places where the Government are 
employing mechanics and _ laborers; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor re- 

vest the Legislative Committee of the 

merican Federation of Labor to meet 
the Committee of the . ederated Arsenal 
Employees about the 10th of December, 
1909, in Washington, D. C., to lay this 
matter before the proper Ordinance Offi- 
cers, with a view of a settlement favor- 
able to the employees of this arsenal. 


The committe recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be concurred In. 

Delegate Carlson discused the question 
at some length, and described the con- 
ditions of the workers in the arsenal In 
some detail. He stated that reductions 
of from 15 to 32 per cent. had been 
made in the wages of many employees; 
that a system of piecework had been 
inaugurated and that many boys from 
twelve to fourteen years of age were 
being employed. He urged that the reso- 
lution be adopted as presented by its 
author. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the com- 
mittee, stated that the committee 
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thought it best to leave the matter with 
a committee of the trades involved, and 
have the Legislative Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor lend its 
assistance. 

Vice-President Duncan, Chairman of 
the committee—The committee under- 
stood thatthe Committee from the Fed- 
erated Arsenal Employees to be a com- 
mittee from the locals in that vicinity. 
The resolution asks the President of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
appoint a member from each trade in- 
terested in the reduction. It appeared 
to this committee that it would place 
an unnecessary expense on the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, which is not 
a financial institution, to name a dele- 
gate from each of the organizations to 
go to Washington. The committee re- 
commends that these organiz*tions get 
representation in Washington to assist 
the Legislative Committee. If the or- 
ganizaions in the vicinity of the arsenal 
wish to send representatives, they can 
do so, but they will not go at the ex- 
pense of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Delegate Gernon discussed the ques- 
tion briefly, and objected to the term 
“Federated Arsenal /Employees.” 

Delegate Carlson agreed to have the 
words “Federated Arsenal Employees” 
omitted from the resolution after the 
words “committee of the,” and the words 
“trades involved’ Inserted. 


The recommendation of the committee, 
es amended, was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 67 — By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor of the International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Congress of the 
United States has authorized an ap- 
ropriation for a national investigation 
nto the condition of women and children 
in the industries of our country; and 
WHEREAS, The Federal Supreme 
Court and the Supreme Courts of 
twenty-seven States have established 
the legality of limiting the hours of 
women’s labor, and have decided as con- 
stitutional the principle of protective 
lerislation for working women; and 
WHEREAS, The rapid increase of 
women workers in the factories, mills 
and shops of the nation is fraught with 
industrial and social consequences of 
the utmost importance to the national 
welfare; now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled respectfully asks th- Hon. 
Charles Nagie, Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor, and the 
Hon. Charles ©. Neill, Commissioner of 
the Bureau of Labor, to create in said 
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Bureau of Labor a specific department 
for the investigation, and report from 
time to time upon the condition of 
working women in the United States, 
with special reference to protective 
legislation directed to the preservation 
of the health, safety and morals of the 
motherhood of our people; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we respectively 
urge upon said Secretary and Commis- 
sioner the wisdom, propriety and jus- 
tice of appointing a woman as the 
head of such department; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That a copv of these 
resolutions, signed by the President 
and Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and bearing the official 
seal, be mailed to the on. Charles 
Nagle, Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, and the Hon. Charles P. Neill, 
pabor Commissioner of the United 

es, 


The committe recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 69—By Delegates In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Associ- 
ation: \ 


BE IT RESOLVED, By the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled; That we as a body indorse the 
deep waterway projects throughout the 
country, and we heartily recommend to 
Congress that money be appropriated 
for the purpose of carrying on con- 
struction of waterways in different 
parts of the United States: and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be forwarded to the President 
of the United States, President of the 
Senate, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and Chairman of the Rivers 
and Harbors Committee, Washington, 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 79—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty of the Alabama State Federa- 
tion: 


RESOLVED. That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. Is hereby instruct- 
ed to investigate the feasibility of estab- 
lishing a National Sanitarium for the 
Cure of Tuberculosis, and if they find 
after a thorourh investigation it is prac- 
ticable to suggest ways and means for 
the establishing of the same and to sub- 
mit their findings to the next Convention 
for adoption: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a campaign of 
education for the prevention of the 
spread of the dreaded disease be taken 
up. same to be embodied in their report 
at next Convention. 


The committee made the following re- 
commendation: “Inasmuch as the Am- 
erican Federation is not financial organi- 


zation, your committee is impelled to 
ron-concur in the first resolution, and 
offers as a substitute for the whole the 
following: 

“RESOLVED, That the campaign of 
education for the prevention of the 
spread of tuberculosis be continued, 
game to be embodied in the report of 
the Executive Council at the next Con- 
vention.” 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 81—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle of the A. A. of LS. & T. W. 


RESOLVED, That all la‘ organiza- 
tions affiliated with the A. F. of L. pay 
twenty-five cents per year. per member, 
to create a fund to be known as a Na- 
tional Defence Fund, to be used to help 
any organization engaged in a strike or 
lockout, when their funds are depleted. 
Said fund to be under the control of a 
committee of fifteen National Presidents, 
to be appointed by the President of the 

‘Oo 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. . 

On motion the recommendation of th 
committe was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 82—By Delegate C. BE. 
James of the Minnesota State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The manufacturers have 
banded together in a powerful organize- 
tion for the purpose of destroying La- 
bor Organizations and claim to have 
at their command millions of dollars 
to be used in attaining this end; and 

WHERLAS, The plan of said organiza- 
tion is to assess all manufacturers in 
all industries to crush one or a few 
labor unions at a time; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we believe the pre- 
servation of labor unions and the ad- 
vancement of the great cause for which 
they stand would be much more secure 
if all labor organizations joined in a 
similar systematic method of assessing 
their members for the purpose of aiding 
the unions in distress. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be directed to endeavor to devise 
ways and means of assessing the mem- 
bers of all International and Federal 
Unions affiliated with it for the purpose 
of extending such aid for defensive pur- 
poses, together with rules, regulations 
and limitations for granting such assi«et- 
ance and report on the same to the next 
Convention. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence In the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—I would like 
to know, and others would like to know, 
the reasons the committee assign for 
their report in non-concurring in the 
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resolution. The purpose of the resolu- 
tion, as I gather it, looks to the investi- 
gation of the proposition of forming a 
defence fund, or creating a defence fund 
for future use, in case of need, for the 
affiliated organizations. Since it does 
not propose any definite action now, or 
vote any money, providing only for in- 
vestigation by the Executive Council 
into the merits of the proposition, in- 
structing them to devise ways and 
means and report their findings to the 
next Convention, I believe the general 
lines of the resolution are good. 
Vice-President Duncan—tThe position 
of the Committee on Resolutions is that 
the American Federation of Labor is not 
now, has never been, and, until its fun- 
damental laws are changed, will not be, 
a financial organization; the financing 
of the labor movement of the country is 
in the treasuries and the laws of the 
unions affillated to the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, and to create a fund In 
the American Federation of Labor, 
changing its relationship to its affiliated 
bodies, by practically through that 
means making it the financiering method 
of the American labor movement, will 
stop care among the unions in trying 
to conserve funds for their self-preser- 
vation. In the event of any of the large 
unions, or even some of the smaller 
ones, getting into trouble, it would not 
be long before the fund would be ex- 
hausted. Then, if another organization 
should get into trouble six weeks later, 
there would be no funds to help it, and 
it would feel it was not being treated 
fairly. The idea of the committee is 
that, in so far.as handling the funds for 
conflicts such as referred to is con- 
cerned, the matter should be left in the 
hands of the national and international 
unions, and when they need assistance 
the plan we already have of asking the 
others to assist can be followed. 
Delegate Kemper—I believe there 
should be some provision made for a de- 
fence fund by the American Federation 
of Labor. I believe we should all be 
ready to bear a part In it. In the dif- 
ferent controversies that have arisen, we 
find that It is always the same old guard 
that responds to appeals for assistance. 
I want to see some measure adopted 
whereby at least there will be some re- 
Hance upon the fealty of the member 
ship, even though others do a little bit 
more than they are required to do. 


Delegate Crampton discussed the 
question at some length, and said in 
part: “The organizations in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor should see to 
it that their financial resources are the 
first consideration. The great trouble 
is this, Mr. President, that the Interna- 
tional trades unions devote too much at- 
tention to rapid expansion of numbers 
and too little attention to the increasing 
of their finances, and that, of itself, is 
a source of weakness. Both should be 
going on together, but always with a 
view to having financial strength as well 
as numerical strength. I am opposed 
to the idea of the American Federation 
of Labor at this time undertaking any- 
thing that will result in our finances for 
protective purposes being segregated and 
subject to attacks at the hands of our 
enemies, either through courts of law or 
by any other means which they have at 
their disposal.’”’ 

Delegates Hayes (M.), in discussing 
the question, said in part: “I fail to 
see anything objectionable in the reso- 
lution. The Executive Council can at 
least take the proposition under consid- 
eration, and perhaps next year make 
some sort of report or recommendation. 
which, even though it may be voluntary, 
or in the nature of the formation of 
some financial organization, similar to 
the one they have in Great Britain, 
would nevertheless demonstrate to those 
who are watching this Convention—our 
friends, the enemy—that we intend to 
take some steps for the purpose of ac- 
cumulating financial power to meet the 
huge funds they are said to be accumu- 
lating for the purpose of breaking the 
backs of the weaker of our family of 
trade unions. No delegate will dispute 
the fact that there are in our Federation 
crganizations whose members receive 
wages entirely inadequate to piling up 
a huge defence fund. It is true that there 
are organizations affillated with the Fed- 
eration that are strong numerically and 
financially; that are able to finance any 
contest they my engage in, but these 
very same powerful organizations ought 
to understand that, In proportion as the 
weaker organizations are put out of ex- 
istence, the stronger ones will suffer, 
and the way will be paved for the so 
called “open shop” manufacturers to 
wage a contest that will be dangerous to 
our strongest unions. 

“It is very well to come here and say, 
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‘We will fight our own battles in our 
particular trade,’ but we cannot afford 
to have a single international, or even 
local unions destroyed by those now 
battling against organized labor, because 
it will react upon all of our organized 
forces. ” 

Delegate Lynch, in discussing the 
question, said in part: “I am in favor 
of the report of the committee. If the 
plan means anything, it means that the 
Executive Council must report some pro- 
position for the accumulation of a great 
defence fund. I want the International 
Typographical Union to remain in & 
position where, if necessary, we can 
raise another $5,000,000 to defend its 
rights. I believe the United Hatters of 
North America have obtained more 
money from the general labor movement 
of this country, voluntarily given, than 
they could hope to obtain from any de- 
fence fund that might be gathered by 
the American Federation of Labor. I 
know of nothing that would do more to 
paralyze the individual efforts of the or- 
ganizations to raise funds for their de- 
fence than the accumulation of a great 
fund by the American Federation of 
Labor. It is all very well to appeal to 
the sentiment of the delegates by say- 
ing that we should raise a counter-fund 
to that raised by the associated manu- 
facturers. You must not forget that, 
for every dollar we can raise, they can 
raise ten, and if the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will take up this great de- 
fence fund plan, it will be an incentive 
for the united manufacturers to meet 
money with money. Let us not here 
begin at the top to educate our mem- 
bers not to depend upon their own inter- 
national organizations and upon their 
own treasurles, not to respond when re- 
sponse is necessary, to the defence of 
their national organizations, but place 
all their hope for the future and all their 
preparation for defence in the hands of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
which could not, by any stretch of 
the imagination, be able to raise a fund 
sufficient to finance all the struggles 
that would come up.” 


Delegate Walker (J. H.), In discussing 
the question, said, In part: “While I 
do not believe a fund of this kind men- 
tioned should be constdered as some- 
thing the large organizations will have 
as an only resource in times of strike, 
I do believe that for the weaker organi- 
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zations, and particularly for the common 
laborers, until they have an organiza- 
tion big enough to protect themselves, 
we should have such a fund. If the 
common laborers of this country were 
organized, even the ones working in 
plants where the members of organiza- 
tions seated here are employed, and if 
they had one international union, it 
would not be long until they would be 
stronger and bigger than your organi- 
zations. We must be careful in estab- 
lishing a fund of this kind, when that 
sort of selfish feeling exists that is evi- 
denced in everyday life by the strong 
organizations toward the men working 
with them as brothers in their own 
shops. You cannot go very far while 
that sort of feeling prevails. I think 
we can take this matter up: we can 
leave it to the Executive Council, and 
I believe if they will go over this mat- 
ter carefully, they will find a means to 
advance in some slight degree along the 
lines of the proposition.” 

Delegate Ross, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said: “I have always been an ad- 
vocate of defence funds, both in the 
local and international organizations, 
but I am opposed to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at any time creating 
a defence fund which would be simply 
an incentive to the vultures on the out- 
side to create laws that would enable 
them to attack it. I do not fear that 
there will ever be a strike for which 
the rank and file will not provide sup- 
port.” 

Delegate McCullough, in discussing 
the question, said in part: “We have 
only the lamp of experience to guide 
our feet in our onward path, and we 
ought to proceed in our deliberations 
and our legislative action entirely in 
acccrd with what the experience of the 
labor movement in America has been. 
The American Federation of Labor 
came into existence as an organized 
protest, partly against the very plan 
that is now being proposed. It was this 
general defence fund and this general ef- 


fort to secure the hasty, and to a great 


extent unified, organization of the labor 
of all classes in America by the Knights 
of Labor that furnished the rock on 
which that magnificent organization, al- 
most perfect in its ideals, and very 
nearly perfect in its details, split and 
went down to destruction. 


I do not think the American Federa- 
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tion of Labor would be justified, under 
its fundamental law, or in consonance 
with the principles on which it is found- 
ed, if it undertook, even indirectly, to 
interfere with the autonomy of the or- 
ganizations that make up this great 
body. It is idle for us to discuss the 
proposition that the employers have or- 
ganized, and have contributed to great 
defence funds for the purpose of harass- 
ing labor. We know that; we have all 
of us felt it; but the employers have al- 
ready, at a considerable cost to them- 
selves, found out that the organizations 
that make up the American Federation 
of Labor are willing, at any time the 
issue is forced, to go steadily forward 
in defence of their rights. The greatest 
growth, the most magniflcent progress 
the world can show along the line of or- 
ganization the part of workingmen 
is that shown by the organizations that 
make up the American Federation of 
Labor, and this has been achieved dur- 
ing the twenty-elght years of its exist- 
ence on the plan that has proven so 
satisfactory and correct, both in prin- 
ciple and application. 

Delegate Dold—I move, as a substi- 
stute for the report of the committee, 
that the subject of a defence fund be 
referred to the Executive Council to in- 
vestigate and present a report to the 
next Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor on the establishment of 
a defence fund. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Mitchell—The proposi- 
tion is destructive in its possibilities. 
During the discusson reference was made 
to the money contributed to the anthra- 
cite coal strike. Do you know that if 
the American Federation of Labor had 
a defence fund created by its affiliated 
organizations, that strike alone, if the 
men were paid two dollars a week, 
would have exhausted the treasury of 
every organization affillated with the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. Suppose the 
organization, by contributions, by dues, 
were required to give sufficient support 
to a great strike like that, what could 
they do to take care of their own af- 
fairs. 

Impossible and impracticable as is the 
question of creating a central fund to 
support a number of idle men, it must 
follow that someone must be vested 
with power to sıy whether or not an 
organization would be entitled to sup- 
port from the central body. Each or- 
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ganization could not be permitted to de- 
termine for itself that the fund should 
be used for its support. It would lead 
inevitably to the vesting of power in the 
Executive Council, either to approve or 
the right of an affiliated organization to 
engage in a strike. , 

A great fund centered in the hands 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
to be paid to members going on strike, 
would encourage the least organized 
trades to engage in strikes. If you 
establish a fund of that kind, you must 
prepare to pay equal benefits to the men 
of each organization. The International 
Typographical Union, I understand, pays 
as much as ten dollars a week to their 
men on strike; others, six and elght dol- 
lars a week, and I have heard of as 
high as fifteen dollars a week being paid, 
whereas the coal miners could live and 
strike successfully for ten months if 
they have two dollars a week to pay 
their members. They have struck suc- 
cessfully and lived for ten months when 
they were paid one dollar a week. 

If we want to go back to the Knights 
of Labor and submit the affairs of each 
organization to ihe judgment of men 
who are not familiar with them, then the 
way to start this movement back is to 
refer this to the Executive Council, with 
the recommendation that they must re- 
port some plan next year for the cen- 
tralization of your funds. 


Treasurer Lennon—If there is a great 
strike fund, the people who manage it 
will say whether or not strikes sball 
take place, or whether or not they shall 
be sustained. Do the printers want to 
be placed in such a position, or the fron 
moulders, or the tailors, or the mem- 
bers of any other organization? I think 
not. This question has been Investi- 
gated by me as a member of the Coun- 
cil, for twenty years, and I know what 
the situation Is. The organizations that 
are paying higher dues are taking care 
of their people. The organizations that 
are paying low dues are the ones that 
are always crying for help. The result 
of my investigation shows conclusively 
that If the trade unionists of this con- 
tinent will pay sufficient dues, they can 
and will be able to take care of their 
own members. The Hatters, on account 
of their payment of high dues, secured 
the confidence of the trade union move- 
ment of this country, and we were ready 
to back them up, and did. The organi- 
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sation I represent was able to spend 
$40,000 to take care of 100 men, and we 
had money to take care of more when 
the fight was ended. If all the unions 
will pay high dues, and higher dues, 
and add to their list of benefits from 
time to time, you do not need any such 
fund as this. I am opposed to it be- 
cause it is against the policy of the Fed- 
eration, as outlined from the beginning, 
and that is absolutely essential for the 
maintenance of our trade autonomy, and 
of our individual rights as integral parts 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
The question was discussed furthes 
by Delegate Barnes and Vice-President 


Duncan. 
The substitute offered by Delegate 


Dold was lost. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 87—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Juita 
Iglesias: 


WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico, which in fact Is a 
part of the United States, the absolute 
right to be American citizens, and re- 
fuses to guarantee them full constitu- 
tional rights; and 

WHEREAS, The Republican Farty in 
power now at its Convention held in 
Chicago, in 1906, to nominate a Presi- 
dential ,candidate bound itself by its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, The Democratic Party at 
its Convention at Denver, Colorado, in 
1906, for the nomination of a Presiden- 
tial candidate compromised itself in its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, The President Roosevelt 
in his several messages sent annually 
at the opening of the session of Con- 
gress and in a special message to the 
national body, after his visit to Porto 
Rico recommended urgently the grant- 
ing of citizenships to Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, The lack of citizenship 
put the Porto Ricans in the shameful 
position of a people without a country, 
and place an arm in the hands of the re- 
actionary element In the Island which 
profits by its campaigning that the Uni- 
ted States wants to maintain us as in- 
ferior human beings: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor cause 
to be introduced into Congress a Dill 
having for its purpose the granting to 
The silence of the statute as to removals 
the people of Porto Rico full American 
citizenship, and guarantee to the Porto- 
ricans the same rights and privileges 
possesced by the people of other States 
and Territories of the nation; therefore, 
be It further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
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the American Federation of Labor 
pledges to the working people and all 
the people of Porto Rico its sympathy, 
co-operation and best efforts through 
the prose, the pulpit and every means 
of publicity all over the United States 
to secure for the one million of Porto 
Ricans full American citizenship and the 
Just rights to which they are entitled. 


The committee recommended the adep- 
tion of the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be adopted. 

Delegate Iglesias—The resolution of 
the Porto Rican delegation is an appeal 
for your help. Eleven years ago ten 
thousand soldiers, under the command 
of General Miles, disembarked in the 
Island of Porto Rico, and the people 
there welcomed them. They thought the 
army had come to give them the rights 
and privileges you are enjoying in the 
United States. He published a mani- 
festo to all the people of Porto Rico 
giving them the assurance, that those 
rights would be granted by the Congress 
of the United States as soon as pos- 
sible. But ten years have passed and 
the principal rights you enjoy have not 
been granted to the people of Porto 
Rico. 

The enemies of the United States have 
tried to create dissatisfaction among the 
working people as well as others, be- 
cause the United States Congress has 
not recognized us as a part of our 
country—because the United States is 
the countty of Porto Rico. People who 
come from every other part of the world 
can become citizens of the United 
States; but the people of Porto Rico, 
who took the flag of the United States 
as their own ten years ago, cannot now 
become citizens of the United States. 
The Government of the United States 
sent capital to us to do business, they 
sent officials to rule the country, and 
they compel us to respect every law and 
regulation of the American Government, 
but they do not recognize us as citizens 
of the United States. 

This is not to the discredit of the 
working people of the United States, 
because the American Federation of La- 
bor has spent seven years trying to im- 
prove the conditions of the people there, 
and it shows that the working people 
do not approve of the position of the 
administration. The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has advocated the rights 
of the Porto Rican people, and it is the 
only organization there that sees the 
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necessity of Porto Ricans becoming citi- 
zens. The politicians are the ones who 
prevent it. We are sure that when the 
Congress of the United States recog- 
nizes us as citizens we can go on and 
on to attain In our country the same 
position you have attained in this. The 
old political parties are making propa- 
ganda against the American Govern- 
ment, and the American Federation of 
Labor is doing more for the American 
sentiment, for the Americanization of 
the people of Porto Rico than even the 
Government of the United States itself. 

Five years ago President Gompers was 
in Porto Rico. He wert all over the 
country, in the mountains and in the 
large and small towns, and he knows 
the condition of the people. I want this 
Convention to request that the question 
of the citizenship of the people of Porto 
Rico be made a matter of public propa- 
ganda until it is attained. It is wrong, 
it is unjust that the people of Porto 
Rico, who have been under the flag of 
the United States for ten years cannot 
become citizens of the United States 
when the people of all other countries 
can. 

The motion to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


The committee recommended that the 
following section of Resolution No. 90 
be stricken out: 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor give absolute recogni- 
tion and protection to the coffe of Porto 
Rico to be consumed or bought by all the 
union workingmen in the United States 
and give preference and protection to the 
coffee of Porto Rico over the coffee from 
other countries among trades unions, 


and that the resolution read as follows: 


Resolution No. 90—By Delegates San- 
tlago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Juita 
Iglesias, of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, The Porto Rican dele- 
ates submit for consideration in this 
onvention the {important economical 
question directly affecting the agricul- 
tural workers of Porto Rico, referring 
to the buying of Porto Rican coffee by 
the members of the American Federation 
of Labor all over the United States and 
Canada; and 

WHEREAS, It is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to 
the Porto Rico coffee among the united 
American workingmen, as it rotects 
our brother coffee workers 0 Porto 
Rico: and 

WHEREAS. In the twenty-sixth an- 
nual Convention your Committee on 
Resolutions advise that the organized 
coffee preducers and workingmen use the 
label of the American Federation of 
Laber to distinguish their products; and 
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further recommend that the purchasers 
of coffee give their preference to the 
coffee bearing said label; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommend to all work- 
ers in the United States and Canada the 
purchase of coffee produced under trade 
union label conditions. 

The committee recommended the adop- 


tion of the resolution as amended. 
On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 95—By Delegates W. D. 
Mahon, C. O. Pratt and Ben Commons, 
of the Amalgamated Association of 
Street and Electric Raliway Employees 
of America: 

WHEREAS, There is a difficulty now 
on the part of many of the organiza- 
tions of labor to secure proper bonds for 
their financial officers; and 

WHEREAS, There could be organized 
a bonding company through the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor that would not 
only afford and give to these organiza- 
tions the proper financial protection, but 
would also greatly lessen the cost in 


connection with bonds of this kind: 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 


Council are hereby authorized to care- 
fully investigate and consider the ques- 
tion of inaugurating a bonding company 
for the purpose of bondin- all organiza- 
tions of labor and such other societies 
and persons as they may deem wise to 
embrace, and If said proposition is fea- 
sible, they are hereby instructed to or- 
ganize and put the same in operation 
as soon as possible to complete the or- 
ganization of the same. 

The committee recommended that the 


resolution be not concurred In. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 96—By Seattle (Wash.) 
Central Labor Union: 


To the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting: 

It has come to the notice of this body. 
through complaints of employees in dif- 
ferent branches of the Classified Civil! 
Service of the United States. that by 
reason of arbitrary executive rulings, the 
workers in that service are deprived of 
civil and political rights which It was 
the purpose of the Constitution to guar- 
antee to all citizens. 

The Civil Service Act was passed to 
secure an efficient service by means of 
non-partisan appointments. Congress 
accomplished that object by confining the 
exercise of the appointive nower to liste 
of eligibles whose qualifications have 
been tested by competitive examination. 
But the aim of the civil service reform 
was only half accomplished by reatrict- 
ing the power of appointment, while the 

ower of removal was left unrestricted. 
eaves the President free to remove for 
any cause or no cause all those dictaste- 
ful to him. and thus makes esible the 
evasion of the intent of the law. While 
the law has not been to a great extent 
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openly evaded, because of the indigna- 
tion it would arouse, by the amended 
rules of Theodore Roosevelt, we think 
much the same result has been accom- 
plished in an insiduous manner. These 
rules allow to the Civil Service officials, 
who are partisan appointees of the ad- 
ministration, any degree of political ac- 
tivity not involving scandal or neglect 
of duties, while all activity, either for 
or against the administration, on the 
part of the workers in the classified ser- 
vice, is rigorously suppressed. 

The fullest exercise of political rights 
by men who are not dependent on poli- 
tical influence for their positions, cannot 
be injurious to the service. But these 
rules, which are intended to prevent 
workingmen from exercising their peli- 
tical influence, are so interpreted as to 
even prevent free speech on moral or 
economic subjects, or on subjects of 


purely local interest in municipal cam- 


aigns. 

Especially has the suppression of free 
speech been the rule in the Postal Ser- 
vice, and we desire to call attention to 
a recent action of that Department in 
this city, which, if carried to its con- 
clusion, calls for the strongest condem- 
mation. H. M. Wells, a delegate and 
officer in this Council, and editor of the 
Post Office Bundy Recorder, a union 
paper published by the Post Office 

erks’ Union, has been charged by a 
Post Office inspector with Insubordina- 
tion, and the question of his discharge 
is now pending. 

These charges are based on articles 
which we have found to be entirely pro- 

r, written by Mr. Wells. one of them 

eing a mild plea for an eight-hour day, 
and others beinr in criticism of the 
unfair rules to which we have already 
re . 

If Mr. Wells is dismissed on these 

unds from the position in which he 
as given efficient service for nearly six 
years, it will set a new mark in the 
autocratic methods of the Post Office 
Department. It will also have the effect 
of discouraging the extension of union 
organization in the service, which is no 
doubt the principal object sought. 

In order to give to the Clacsified Ser- 
vice the freedom compatible with neces- 
sary dicciniine, we suggest the Congress 
amend Section 1753 of the revised Sta- 
tutes bv adding the following proviso: 
“Provided. That persons in the Claaci- 


fied Civil Service shall not be restricted ' 


fn their freedom of speech or press, or 
in the riecht to present their grievances 
to Conrress, and no such person shall be 
removed or otherwise punilshed except 
after written notice of the reason there- 
for. and opportunity for defence.” 

And we hereby urge your honerahle 
hody to endorse this proposed amend- 
ment. and to use all means at your dis- 
poral to mecure its enactment. 

We further renuest that you recom- 
mend to affillated hodies that the Rep- 
resentatives in Congress from their re- 
spective localities be urged to support 
this proposed amendment to the Civil 
Service Act. and to appeal to all affiliat- 
ed bodies to urge Congressional action 
in the matter. 


The committee recommended that the 


resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with instructions to use their 
influence in securing the incorporation 
of the amendment desired to Section 
1753 of the Revised Statutes. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Goltra, De Nedrey, Wilson 
CW. B.), Treasurer Lennon and Vice- 
President Duncan. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—If the 
recommendation of the committee car- 
ries with it concurrence in the resolu- 
tion, it is equivalent to giving definite 
instructions to the Executive Council to 
carry into effect, so far as possible, the 
exact language of the resolution. The 
exception clause in the resolution abso- 
lutely nullifies the purpose for which the 
resolution was introduced. There should 
be no exception whatsoever to the right 
ef a government employee to petition 
the government for redress of a griev- 
ance. There can be no condition arise 
anywhere in the Government service 
where the exigencies of the service re- 
quire that the employees of that de- 
partment shall not be permitted to peti- 
tion to have their grievances remedied. 

I move that the exception clause in 
the proposed amendment be stricken 
out. (Seconded and carried.) 

The clause referred to, “In so far as 
may be necessary to preserve the effi- 
clency of the service” was stricken from 
the seventh paragraph of the resolution. 

The report of the committee, as 
amended, was then adopted. 

Resolution No. 87—By Delegates San- 
tlago Iglesias, Abraham Pena, Juita 
Iglesias: 

WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico, which in fact Is a 
part of the United States, the absolute 
right to be Ameriean citizens, and re- 
fuses to guarantee them full constitu- 
tional rights; and 

WHEREAS The Republican Party in 
power now at its Convention held in 
Chicago. in 1906, to nominate a Presi- 
dential candidate bound itself by its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico: and 

WHERFAS. The Democratic Party at 
its Convention at Denver, Colorado, in 
1906, for the nomination of a Presiden- 
tial candidate compromiced itself in its 
platform to grant citizenship to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico: and 

WHEREAS. President Roosevelt in 
in his several measages sent annually 
at the onening of the seacion of Con- 
gress and In a special message to the 
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national body, after his visit to Porto . 


Rico recommended urgently the grant- 
ing of citizenshirs to Porto Rico; and 
HEREAS, The lack of citizenship 
put the Porto Ricans in the shameful 
position of a people without a country, 
and place an arm in the hands of the re- 
actionary element in the Island which 
rofits by its campaigning that the Uni- 
ed States wants to maintain us as in- 
ferior human beings; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor cause 
tc be introduced into Congress a bill 
having for its purpose the granting to 
the people of Porto Rico full American 
citizenship, and guarantee to the Porto- 
Ricans the same rights and privileges 
possessed by the people of other States 
and Territories of the nation; therefore, 
be it further 
RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
pledges to the working people and all 
the people of Porto Rico its sympathy, 
co-operation and best efforts through 
the press. the pulpit and every means 
of publicity all over the United States 
to secure for the one million of Porto 
Ricans full American citizenship and the 
just rights to which they are entitled. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred’ in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


After a brief discussion in opposition 
to the resolution by Delegate Olander, 
the recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in by a vote of 74 in the 
affirmative and 55 In the negative. 


Delegate Tazelaar asked unanimous 
consent to the introduction of a resolu- 
tion. He stated that he had been 
detained on committee work the previous 
evening after information had reached 
him which would enable him to prepare 
the resolution before the time for in- 
troducing resolutions had expired. 


Delegate Ryan (F. M.) objected to the 
introduction of the resolution. 


Failing to receive unanimous consent, 
the resolution was not introduced. 

Secretary Morrison announced. that 
Resolution No. 65 had been returned to 
the Convention by the Adjustment Com- 
mittee, with the suggestion that it be 
referred to the Committee on Law. The 
resoluion was so referred. 

Secretary Morrison stated that the 
Adjustment Committee had also re- 
turned Resolution No. 73, with the sug- 
gestion that It be referred to he Bulld- 
ing Trades Committee. 

Delegate West objected to referring 
the resolution to the Bullding Trades 
Committee, and moved that it be re- 
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ferred to the Executive Council (Sec- 
onded and carried.) 

At the request of Vice-President Per- 
ham, Resolutions No. 7 and No. 58, 
which had been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Organization, were referred 
to the Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 20 was referred from 
the Committee on Labels to the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Miss Beatrice Vaughan, of 
Toledo, Ohio, who spoke at some length 
in regard to the work being done in To- 
ledo in establishing homes where work- 
ing girls could live at a reasonable cost. 
She urged that similar work be taken 
up In other cities, and that the manage- 
ment be in the hands of the working 
women themselves. 

The following resolutions were rs- 
ceived too lute for publication ın Frt- 
day’s minutes. 


Resolution No. 143—By Delegate Jas. 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Iterna- 
tlonal of N. A.: 


WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America 
claims jurisdiction over all classes of 
upholsterers engaged in the different 
branches of upholstering craft: and 

WHEREAS, The upholstering of rail- 
way coaches has at all times been re- 
cognized as one of the branches of our 
craft and under the control of our In- 
ternational Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Car Workers’ Inter- 
national Association accepts as members 
upholsterers, employed as such on ralil- 
way coaches, which is an infringement 
upon the jurisdiction of the Upholster- 
ers’ International Union of North Am- 
erica: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor request the Car 
Workers’ International Association to 
refrain from accepting upholsterers as 
members into their local unions, and 
that they be further instructed to turn 
over to the Upholsterers’ International 
Union, any upholsterers they now have 
as members of their association. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 144—By Delegate 
James B. Connor, of the Switchmen’s 
Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Switchmen’s Union 
of North America, recognized and char- 
tered by the American Federation of 
Labor, has, by virtue of the powers 
of the parent body been ves with 
jurisdiction over all men identified with 
this particular branch of the transporta- 
tion service: and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Rafl- 
way Trainmen, an organization primar- 
fly intended to embrace the brakemen 
only, has seen fit to arrogate to itself 
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rights and privileges neither consistent, 
equitable or just; and 
REAS, The unchecked trend of 

this rule or ruin policy of the Brother- 
hood of Railway Trainmen, in attempt- 
ing to persuade the Switchmen to dis- 
regard their oath of allegiance, and de- 
sert thelr organization and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor as well; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Delegates to 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation, in regular ses- 
sion assembled, demonstrate their loy- 
alty, not only to the cause of trade 
unionism, but to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as well by a public recog- 
nition of the fact that the recognized 
jurisdictional extent of any organization 
as determined by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, will be religiously main- 
tained and observed; and be it still 
further 

RESOLVED, That, in 
with this principle, 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention, 
representing the workers of the North 
American Continent, declare the Switch- 
men’s Union of North America the only 
bona-fide organization having jurisdic- 
tion over Switchmen, and request that 
the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor use their good offices to urge 
upon organizers of the American Fed- 
eratin of Labor to act In concert with 
the representatives of the Switchmen’s 
Union of North America, to insure the 
r.aintenance of their vested rights and 
Privileges. 


ti Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resolution No. 145—By Delegates Jos. 
Proebstle, Louis Kemper, H. A. Kugler, 
John Sullivan and Ed. F. Ward of the 
United Brewery Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters have, outside of 
the City of New Orleans, no members 
engaged in the delivery of the product 
of a brewery, either in the United 
States or Canada; and 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workers’ 
International Union was granted juris- 
diction over all men delivering beer 
in the year of 1887, and hold this juris- 
diction to-day, and have succeeded in 
organizing ninety-five per cent. of the 
men employed in their industry in 
America; and 

WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters have made con- 
tracts with the employing brewers of 
New Orleans, in the year of 1903, and 
again on the thirtieth day of August, 
1909, without having one man for whom 
they made contracts®as a member of 
their organization; therefore, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, condemns the action of the Team- 
sters’ International Union, and orders 
them to cancel or abrogate sald con- 
tracts: be it further 

RESOLVED, That the _ jurisdiction 
over all men employed in the delivery 
of beer shall rest with the International 
Tinfon of Tialted Brewery Workmen of 
America, as recommended by the Ad- 


conformity 


the Delegates to: 
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justment Committee of the Denver Con- 
vention. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 146—By Delegates W. 
H. McKinstry of the Michigan Federa- 
tion of Labor: ‘ 


WHEREAS, The Union Label is ad- 
mitted to be the chief guide to the pur- 
chaser in buying any product; and 

AS, We believe such Label 
should appear on all products made by 
members of orgarized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Local No. of Saw 
Workers, located at Port Huron, and 
being the only union of its kind in 
America, are desirous of so presenting 
to the consumer of their products; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. allow said 
Union to place the label of the A. F 
of L., or one of their own design, upon 
all products made by their members. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 147—By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor of the International Glove 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, It has been found impos- 
sible in many cities to secure meeting 
Places of central and local labor bodies 
which are both congenial and con- 
venient; and 

WHEREAS, There is an increasing 
demand for suitable meeting places for 
unions composed of girls and women; 


and 

WHEREAS, Such _ suitable meeting 
Places would help greatly in the organi- 
zation of women: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
eppoint a permanent committee of 
fifteen, which shall take up the matter 
of encouraging the erection of labor 
temples in every industrial centrs, 
which shall be used for the regular 
meeting places of central and local labor 
bodies, and which shall become the 
centres for the physical. social, intellec- 
tual and moral development of the mem- 
bers of organized labor and their fam- 
ilies; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That this committee seek 
the broadest information concerning the 
methods of constructing such abor 
tcmples, investigate and suggest the 
best methods of conducting them to the 
greatest good of the largest number, 
and to make them in every way worthy 
of the great cause which is represented 
in the trades union movement. 

RESOLVED, That a majority of this 
committee shali be trades unlonists, and 
that the committee serve without ex- 
pense to the American Federation of 

abor. 


Referred to Committee on Rcsolutions. 


Resolution No. 148—By Delegates of 
‘International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
‘and Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen: 


WHEREAS, The United Brewery 
Workers’ organization has ignored the 
decisions of the Conventions of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, in refus- 
ing to comply with said decisions along 
jurisdictional lines; and 

WHEREAS, They have not alone re- 





222 


fused to recognize the mandates of the 
several Conventions, but have openly, 
for the past three years, gone along dis- 
rupting the organization of Team Driv- 
ers and Stationary Firemen, especially 
in St. Paul, where a local Union, organ- 
ized and chartered by the International 
Rrotherhood of Teamsters, engaged in 
driving beer wagons, were forced to 
give up their charter and become mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Workers’ 
Union, or forfeit their positions as driv- 
ers, because of the fact that the United 
Brewery Workmen had threatened to tie 
up the breweries unless the employers 
forced the members of the Team-Driv- 
ers’ Union into the organization of 
United Brewery Workers. In the cities 
of Columbus, Providence and Pittsburg 
the same condition has existed, loca 
unions of Stationary Firemen, organized 
and chartered by the International Bro- 
therhood of Stationary Firemen were 
forced to become members of the United 
Brewery Workmen’s Unicn by _ threats 
on the part of the United Brewery 
Workınen, that unless they became mem- 
bers of the said Brewery Workmen’s 
organization, they would forfeit their 
positions; and in every instance where 
the members of the Stationary Firemen 
and the Teamsters’ Union, working in 
breweries or in agencies of brewerle3, 
refuse to become members of the Brew- 
ely Workmen’s Union, they did lose 
their positions: be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executives 
Council compel the United Brewery 
Workmen to turn back to the Teamsters 
and the Firemen, in St. Paul and Co- 
lumbus and other cities, within sixty 
cays, those members of the said organi- 
zations of Teamsters and Firemen who 
were forced into the Brewery Work- 
men’s Union by the above-mentioned 
threat: and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That, in the event of 
the Brewery Workers failing to carry 
out this mandate, the Executive Coun- 
cil withdraw their endorsement of the 
Label of the United Brewery Workers. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 149—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Shirt Waist, Waist 
and Laundry Workers’ International 
Union, by a referendum vote and a con- 
vention, decided to walve jurisdiction 
over all Shirt Waist, Shirt, Collar and 
Cuff Cutters and Operators and all Stock 
Laundry Workers to the United Gar- 
ment Workers of America, retaining 
jurisdiction only over none but purely 
custom, citv or commercial laundries; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 1909 Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor, In view of the above amicable 
agreement between these two organiza- 
tions, endorse their action, and the 
Union Label of the United Garment 
Workers of America, as the only bona- 
fide one on all kinds of shirts, collars 
and cuffs. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 150—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 
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WHEREAS, The firm of Marx & Haas 
of St. Louis, Mo. manufacturers of 
“Jacket Rabbit Brand Clothing.” has 
some six weeks ago, in direct violation 
of a signed agreement, locked out over 
1,000 of its employees, members of the 
United Garment Workers of America; 
an 

WHEREAS, Court injunctions, hired 
strike-breakers, armed detectives and all 
manner of National Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation methods have been adopted to 
compel those locked out to return to 
work and cease their fight against said 
firm: and 

WHEREAS, The lockout is on at the 
present time, and the goods of the firm 
of Marx & Haas are sold in the various 
industrial centres; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates from 
the various cities and towns in the 
United States report this matter back 
to their respective bodies, and all infor- 
mation on the matter leading up to, and 
the status of the case will be supplied 
on application, by the headquarters of 
Unit Garment Workers of America 
Bible House, New York. 


ts Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on. 


Resolution No. 151—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, Millions of dollars are 
spent annually by the United States 
Government in its Army, Navy. Postal 
and other departments for Clothing. 
Shirts, Uniforms, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, These are usually given 
out under the contract system, irrespec- 
tive of conditions under which they are 
made, and frequently made under con- 
ditions where wages are low and the 
hours of labor long; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor use its influence and endeavors 
to have these various departments, in 
calling for future contracts, place a 
clause in said tenders or contracts 
which will call for an eight-hour work- 
day, sanitary conditions, and the pay- 
ment of the prevailing, or Union. rate 
of wages in the locality where the said 
output is being manufactured; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council urge the appointment of an in- 
spector to see to it that the provisions 
therein contained are enforced. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 152—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS. Prison labor, in the use of 
up-to-date and improved machinery and 
the selling of the time of the convicts 
to contractors at a stupendous low 
figure, with additional light, heat and 
rent gratis. has enabled these contrac- 
tors to sell prison output at such low 

rices as to come into keen competition 
n the most unfair manner with free 
labor In the open market; and 

EAS, While we are not opposed 


* to keeping those who are unfortunate 


enough to be incarcerated in prisons 
employed, yet we feel that such em- 
ployment should be in callings which 
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do not come in competition with free 
labor, and instead of the latest im- 
proved machinery being used, and per- 
mitting contractors to benefit, we be- 
lieve that hand labor should be utilized, 
the output lessened, and the men be 
simply be kept from idleness; and 
WHEREAS. The United Garment 
Workers of America, and its thousands 
of members, have been great sufferers 
as a result of this prison output of 
shirts, overalls, pants, etc.; therefore, be 


it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor in- 
struct the delegates to report to their 
respective Internationals, State Federa- 
tions, central bodies, and local Unions, 
to more than ever oppose the prison 
labor contract system by refusing to 
purchase said output, and to endeavor 
to have legislation enacted in the vari- 
ous States compelling these contractors 
to place a label or ticket on said out- 
put, designating it as “Prison Made”; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That those desiring fac- 
similes of trademarks, or tickets on 
said prison output in some of the lead- 
ing penitentiaries of the country can 
have the same by applying to the U. 
G. W. of A. 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. 153—By Delegates F. 
J. Hayes and W. D. Van Horn of the 
United Mine Workers of Amerlca: 

BE IT RESOLVED, That this Conven- 
tion of the American Federdtion of La- 
bor hereby endorses and affirms the 
resolution adopted by the United Mine 
Workers of America, at its Annual Con- 
vention, held at Indianapolis, Ind., Janu- 
ary, 1909, as follows: 

WHEREAS, A class of predatory rich, 
who scarcely know the limit of thelr 
wealth, is co-existant with countless 
. thousands whose poverty is directly at- 
tributable to their failure to find some 
owner of the means of production to 
employ them; and 

WHEREAS, The denial of the oppor- 
tunity of the willing workers to engage 
in useful labor springs from the fact 
that the means with which the neces- 
saries of life are produced are owned 
and controlled by private individuals 
who are not necessary factors in the 
field of wealth prourtion, but whose only 
function is to profit by the activity of 
the working class, so long as a market 
can be found where the products of the 
workers can be disposed of; and 

WHEREAS, The workers receive, in 
the form of wages, only a small share 
of what thelr labor power, with the ald 
of machinery, creates, thus preventing 
them from buying back out of the mar- 
kets the equivaient of what they have 
produced, necessarily causing a glutted 
market: therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That we, the United 
Mine Workers of America, in Annual 
Convention assembled, recognize and de- 
clare for the necessity of the public 
ownership and operation. and the demo- 
cratic management of all those means 
of production and exchange that are col- 
lectively used, that every man and wo- 
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man willing and able to work can have 
free access to the means of life, and get 

the full social value of what they pro- 
uce. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 154—By Delegate Hugh 
Robinson of the J. T. U. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The success of the Cana- 
dian Labor movement is, and has been, 
largely due to the sympathetic and 
financial support extended to it by the 
various International Trades Unions, to 
whom it is so closely related; and 

WHEREAS, It is the desire to cement 
those relations still closer and closer 
into an indissoluble bond; and 

WHEREAS, The Canadian Labor 
movement appreciates, and is indebted 
to, the A. F. of L. for its active and gen- 
erous assistance in stimulating and pro- 
moting the work of propaganda and -or- 
ganization; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this Convention as- 
sembled flew with approval and satis- 
faction the efforts of the A. F. of L. 
to promote and advance the best inter- 
ests of the Canadian Labor movement, 
in their desire to more fully organize 
the wage-earners of the Dominion of 
Canada, and particularly those of the 
French-speaking race in the Province 
of Quebec, and that the Executive 
Council be commended for the steps 
taken to increase the possibilities of 
successful results, and recommends that, 
as far as possible, the good work begun 
be continued. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 155—By Delegates 
Daniel J. Tobin, Thos. L. Hughes, 
P. D. Daley, Jos. Murphy and John 
Longstreet of the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters; 


WHEREAS, It is a' well-known fact 
that in this country to-day the horse 
is becoming replaced by the automobile; 
an 

WHEREAS, Thousands of our mem- 
bers who were formerly engaged in driv- 
ing horses are now operating motor 
trucks, automobiles and delivering mer- 
chandise, transporting passengers, and 
hauling freight in every section of this 
country; and 


: WHEREAS, The stablemen are the 
men employed in taking care of horses, 
harnessing, cleaning, etc., are directly 
a part of the teaming industry, we de- 
sire to request this Convention to grant 
us, the International Brotherhoo of 
Teamsters, jurisdiction over all chauf- 
fers and stablemen: and we further re- 
quest that we be granted the right to 
change our International charter from 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
to read as follows: International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters, Chauffers, Stable- 


‘men and Helpers. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 

Resolution No. 156—By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of the Massachusetts Stata 
Branch of A. F. of L. 

RESOLVED, That the National Con- 
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vention, A. F. of L., in its Convention 
at Toronto, Ontario, be requested to 
consider the possibility and desirability 
of offering a prize of $500, more or less, 
to be competed for by all playwrights, 
for the writine of a drama or stage 
production that will fittingly set forth 
the value and importance to wage-earn- 
ers of the Trade Union form of organi- 
zation. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 157—By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of the Massachusetts State 
Branch of the A. F. of L.: 


WHEREAS, The Secretary of War of 
Washington, D. C., is giving out much 
work from that Department by contract; 


and 

WHEREAS, A resolution was present- 
ed and passed at the Twenty-fourth 
Anhual Convention of the Massachusetts 
State Branch, A. F. of L. calling upon 
the American Federation of Labor to call 
to the attention of the Secretary of War 
to Insist upon fair wages and conditions, 
when placing contracts for supplies, 


garments, hats, caps, shoes, etc.; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 


Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be requested to take up this mat- 
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ter with the Secretary of War. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions 


Resolution No. 158—By Delegate D. D 
Driscoll of the Massachusetts Stat« 
Branch of the A. F. of L.: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Unior 
of Quincy, Massachusetts, called atten- 
tion of the delegates to the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the Mas- 
sachusetts State Branch, A. F. of L, 
held at Holyoke, October, 1909, that 
there are three thousand or more em- 
ployed in the ship-building industry In 
that city unorganized. asking that an 
organizer be appointed for six months 
in the district of the City of Quincy to 
organize the unorganized, and build up 
the membership of the different unions 
in that vicinity: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor consider the question of sending an 
organizer for six months to that dis- 
rict. 

Referred to Committee on Organi- 


zation. 

At 12.30 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed, under the rules, to reconvene 
at 9 o’clock a. m., Monday, November 
15th. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o’clock a. m., Monday, November 
15th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Barnes, Conway, Rick- 
ert, Larger, Coombe,. Coakley, Call, 
Miller, McGivern, Paravicini, anlove, 
Mahon, Freel, Evans, Calvert, Driscoll, 
Thompson, Garrett, Tucker, Tooker, Hug- 
gins, Burkhart, Archer, Martin, Ander- 
son, Whalen, Roberts, Smith (A. M.), 
Roderick, Mawbray. 


Secretary Morrison read a telegram 
from the Secretary of the Atlanta Cham- 
ber of Commerce, W. G. Cooper, invit- 
ing the Convention to meet in Atlanta 
in 1910. 


Delegate DeVeaux received permission 
to have the following statement and 
agreement made part of the minutes of 
the Convention: 


Toronto, Nov. 15, 1909. 


To the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


Greeting: 


A controversy has existed between the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union and Ladies’ Garment Cutters Local 
Union No. 10 of the International, which 
resulted in the revocation of the charter 
of Local No. 10, arbitrators having been 
appointed which resulted In decisive ac- 
tion by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, the same 
being a part of the records of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

Having been instructed to attempt to 
bring about a settlement of the existing 
controversy I am pleased to state that 
an agreement has been entered into by 
the said International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers, Mr. Herman Robinson, the or- 
ganizer of the American Federation of 
Labor in New York, and myself, repre- 
senting the Central Federated Union of 
New York and the Local No. 10 of Cut- 
ters of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union. 

I would request that the enclosed 
agreement be made part of the records 
of this Convention as a matter of refer- 


ence. 
Respectfully submitted, 


HARRY DeVEAUX, 
Representing the Central Federated 


Union of Greater New York and 


Vicinity. 
AGREEMENT. 


Agreement made and entered into this 
twelfth day of November, Nineteen Hun- 
dred and Nine, by and between Abraham 
Rosenberg, President of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union; Harry DeVeaux, representing the 
Central Federated Union of New York, 
and Herman Robinson, General Organizer 
of the American Federation of Labor, as 
follows: 

FIRST. That former Local Union No. 
10, known as the Amalgamated Ladies’ 
Garment Cutters will be reinstated in 
the International Union upon the pay- 
ment of one month’s per capita on their 
present membership. 

SECO . That said Amalgamated 
Ladies’ Garment Cutters’ Union agrees to 
pay the assessment levied at the Con- 
vention of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers Union prior to the present 
controversy between said Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Cutters Union and the Interna- 
tional, said assessment to be based upon 
the membership of the Local Union at 
that time. 

THIRD. The Amalgamated Ladies” 
Garment Cutters’ Union agrees to accept 
into membership the present enrollment 
of members of the Cloak and Sult Cut- 
ters’ Local Union No. 10 without charge- 
for initiation or assessm.nt. The Interna- 
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, 
in consideration of the * going. agrees 
to turn over into the general fund of 
the Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment Cut- 
ters’ Union all moneys now held in trust 
by said International Union for Cloak 
and Suit Cutters’ Local Unton No. 10. 

FOURTH. The International Ladies* 
Garment Workers’ Union agrees to re- 
call the present charter No. 10 imme- 
diately upon the terms of this agreement 
beine accepted by the Amalgamated 
Ladies’ Garment Cutters’ Union. and 
further agrees to re-issue charter No. 10 
to the Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment 
Cutters’ Union. or if agreeable, some 
other satisfactory number. 

- The Amalgamated Ladies” 
Garment Cutters’ Union agrees upon re- 
afflliation with said International Union 
to comply with the constitution of said 
International Thnion. 

The ahove agreement shall become ef- 
fective immediately upon the approva? 
of the same by the officers of the Irter- 
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national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
and by the Amalgamated Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Cutters’ Union of New York. 
(Sgd.) ABRAHAM ROSENBERG, 
President International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union. 
(Sed) HARRY DeVEAUX, 

Central Federated Union of New York. 
(Sgd.) HERMAN ROBINSON, 
General Organizer American Federation 

of Labor. 
Mitchell 


Vice-President received 
unanimous consent to the introduction 


of the following resolution: 
Resolution No. 159—By United Mine 
Workers’ Delegation: 


WHEREAS, We, the delegates to the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, have 
learned with deep regret that as a re- 
sult of a fire in a coal mine at Cherry, 
Illinois, on Saturday, November 13th, 
more than four hundred miners—mem- 
bers of the United Mine Workers of 
America—lost their lives; and 

WHEREAS, The information of this 
catastrophe has shocked the ople of 
the whole country and especially the or- 
ganized workmen whose efforts have 
ever been directed toward securing legis- 
lation for the protection of life, limb 
and health; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, delegates in 
Convention assembled, extend to the 
families and dependents of our former 
fellow-workers our heartfelt sympathy 
end condolence in the great sorrow that 
has overtaken them; 

RESOLVED. That the Secretary be tn- 
structed to convey this resolution to 
the afflicted through the representatives 
of the Miners’ Organization at Cherry. 


Vice-President Mitchell—I move the 
adoption of the resolution. The motion 
was seconded, and carried by unan!mous 
rising vote. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—For the in- 
formation of the Secretary, I desire to 
say that the resolution can be forwarded 
to International Secretary Perry or to 
Mr. Samuel Pascoe, both of whom are 
at Cherry, Illinois. 

Delegate Tazelaar obtained unanimous 
consent to the introduction of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolution No. 160—By Delegate J. 
Tazelaar of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
America: 


WHEREAS. The Board of Arbitration 
in New York City In a dispute between 
the Painters and the Iron League. as to 
the painting of fron used in the con- 
struction and re-construction of bulld- 
Ings. has rendered a very unfair decision 
to the Painters of New York City, In 
deciding that painting on structural fron 
work was not painter's work, ruling that 
such work should be done by non-paint- 
ers, apprentices, helpers and laborers, 
though admitting that the coating ap- 
plied is paint and i: applied with the 


‘and has committed {tsel 
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brush; and 

WHEREAS, This has injured 
the interests of craftsmen employed in 
the painting trade to a very large ex- 
tent, and has taken from the painters in 
New York City hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in wages; and 

WHEREAS, This work is now being 
done by men who receive therefore very 
low wages, a difference of almost $2.00 
per day between the wages paid to the 
painters of New York City and these 
apprentices, helpers, laborers and the 
so-called non-painters; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this, the Twenty- 
ninth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in regular ses- 
sion assembled, that we hereby con- 
demn the action of the Iron League and 
the Board of Arbitration of New York 
City, and the decision of Dr. Peters as 


unjust and unfair to the painters now 
members of the Brotherh of Painters, 
Decorators and Paper Hangers of 


America; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby renews its former decisions in 
upholding the contentions of the Bro- 
therhood of Painters, that all painting 
in the {onstruction and reconstruction 
o u ngs ongs to e paintin 
trade; be it further . 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Arbi- 
tration be notified of the re-afirmation 
of its former decisions and that the 
Bullding Trades Unions of New York 
City be requested to give the Brother- 
hood of Painters all possible assistance 
in securing this work for union painters 
and take steps at once to set aside the 
decision of the Arbitration Board. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 
Resolution No. 1—By Delegate P. J. 


McArdle of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, The United States Steel 
Corporation is waging a war of exter- 
mination against organized labor in its 
mills, and on its transportation lines, 
to the policy 
of operating all branches of its business 
non-union, and 

WHEREAS, In carrying out this + 
icy it can only be a question of time 
until every union man in its employ 
must elther forfeit his union mem 
ship or his employment, thereby weak- 
ening matertally several affiliated or- 
ganizations, and encouraging other cor- 
porations to begin conflicts with organ- 
{zed labor: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
cognizes the United States Steel Cor- 
poration as the most formidable and ag- 
gressive enemy that the movement has 
to contend with: that we believe the 
thorough organization of all branches of 
its business Is the most important and 
necesst ry work that could engage the 
attention, time and effort of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and Its affit!- 
ated national and international organ'- 
zations, and that we recommend that r 
meeting be held during the sessions of 
of all organizations represented, to- 
gether with the President and Secretary 
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of the A. B. of L., to consider and out- 
line a campaign of organization amon 

the employees of the United States Stee 
Corporation, and to consider and de- 
vise ways and means of making the 
strikes of the affiliated organization 

now pending, more effective, to the en 

that they may be brought to a success- 
ful conclusion 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OR- 
GANIZATION. 


Vice-President Perham, Secretary of 
the Cemmittee, reported as follows: 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Your Committee on Organisation begs 
leave to submit the following report 
upon the resolutions and reports re- 
ferred to it: 

T committee concurs in Reselution 
No. 1, and recommends that a meeting 
be ealled by the President of the A. F. 
of L. of the executive officers of all 
affiliated national and international or- 
ganizations some time before the ad- 
journment of this Convention, for the 
purpose of giving consideration to the 
subject matter of the resolution, and of 
outlining such a course of action as may 
seem to the meeting feasible and ad- 
visable, and for the purpose of making 
such recommendations to this Conven- 
tion as, in the opinion of the meeting, 
may seem proper. 

Delegate McArdle moved the adoption 
of the resolution. (Seconded.) 

Treasurer Lennon discussed the ques- 
tion briefly, and stated that.the matter 
could be considered by the Convention 
as well as by a committee of the inter- 
national officers present. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Ryan (F. M.), Lewis (T. L.), Mc- 
Ardle, de Nedrey and McGovern. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committe was carried. 

Secretary Morrison—The report calls 
for a meeting of the presidents of the 
international organizations. I believe 
some arrangements should be made to 
call a meeting at an early date, and 
give the officers an opportuity to pre- 
pare a report to present to this Con- 
vention. 


President Gompers—I would suggest 
that Delegate McArdle, Delegate Lynch 
and Delegate O'Connor confer, for the 
purpose of making some arrangements 
for the conference provided for in the 
resolution. 
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The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 2 be amended by striking 
from the first paragraph, following the 
word “deplorable,” the words, “owing 
to the lack of attention shown by the 
A. F. of L. and the State Federation 
of Labor in providing us with organ- 
izers and assistance,” the resolution, 
when amended, to read: 


Resolution No. 2—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith of the Indiana State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The condition of or = 
ized labor in the city of Elkhart 
become deplorable; and 

WHEREAS, We realize that, with the 
limited number of organizers employed 
by the A. F. of L., it would be impos- 
sible to give all cities the assistance 
required; still we believe that after a 
number of years with absolutely no as- 
sistance whatever, we are entitled to 
some consideration in this way from 
the A. F. of L., especially in view of 
the fact that the existence of organized 
labor at Elkhart is at stake; therefere, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the Elkhart C. L. 
U., in session this 26th day of October, 
1909, petition the A. F. of to provide 
this city with an organizer as soon as 


possible, to assist in building up or- 
ganized trades in Elkhart; and, be it 
urther 


RESOLVED, That a copy of these re- 
solutions be furnished O. P. Smith, dele- 
gate to Toronto, with instructions to 
present the same to the Convention for 
action. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegates Wilson (J.), Smith (O. P.), 
DeVeaux, and Secretary Morrison. 

Delegate McSorley—I desire to offer 
an amendment to the report of the com- 
mittee. I move that the subject matter 
of the resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for consideration. 
(Seconded.) 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegates DeVeaux, Daly (T. M.), 
and Redding. The amendment offered 
by Delegate McSorley was carried. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate John 
J. Manning of the Laundry Workers’ In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union, 
by a referendum vote and a convention, 
has dec! Ted to waive jurisdiction over 
all shirt, shirt walst, collar and cuff 
cutters and operators, and all stock 
laundry workers, retaining jurisdiction 
over none but purely custom laundry 
workers: and 

WHEREAS, This waiver of jurisdic- 
tion and consequent loss of membership 
and financial resources will retard the 
growth of our International Union ex- 
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cept that assistance be rendered by the 
American Federation of Labor and its 
affillated organizations; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is requested to instruct all the 
salaried organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor to give particular 
attention to the organizing of laundry 
workers, who are engaged in purely 
custom laundry work, during the com- 
ing year; and, be it further 
‘ RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is requested to issue a circular 
letter to all afillated State and Central 
bodies, urging that their organizers or 


organizing committees do all in their. 
ower to organize the unorganized cuS- 


om laundry workers that may be in 
their vicinity or jurisdiction. 
The committee recommended 
adoption of Resolution No. 3. 
A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 


The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Manning who urged that tho 
Executive Council appoint women or- 
ganizers to work among laundry work- 
ers. 


Delegate Rumsey discussed the ques- 
tion at some length and urged that wo- 
men organizers be appointed to work not 
only among women employed in laun- 
dries but among women engaged in 
every industrial pursuit. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committe was car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 11—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 


The following resolution was adopted 
at the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention 
of the Indiana State Federation of 
Labor, held at South Bend, September 
28, 29 and 30, 1909: 

RESOLVED, That the Indiana State 
Federation of Labor at this Convention 
instruct the delegates to this Convention 
to have their respective locals insist 
upon general organizers to be sent into 
the State representing their respective 
Internationals, that the State may be 
more thoroughly organized during the 
coming year; and, therefore, be it fur- 


er 
RESOLVET) That an appeal be made 
to the American Federation of Labor at 
the Toronto Convention of that body, 
either through the delegates represent- 
ing the Indiana Federation of Labor in 
that Convention or by communication 
asking the American Federation of 
Labor to assist the weaker Interna- 
tionals financially that organizers may 
be placed in the State representing the 
va 7° 
o 


the 


us crafts affiliated with the F. 
The committee recommended that Re- 
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solution No. 11 be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council for action. 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 58—By Delegate Ed- 
ward T. Hannah, International Union of 
Rammermen, Etc.: 

WHEREAS, The International Union 


of Pavers, Rammermen, ers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb-setters, ve 
successfully organized the varlous 


branches of this industry, but still lack 
Gne branch, namely, that of blue stone- 
cutting; and 

w EAS, There are a large number 
of blue stone-cutters, who have a form 
of organization, but are outside of the 
Trades Union Movement: and 

WHEREAS, Our International Union 
has the assurance that these men will 
afflliate with it, if the American Federa- 
tion of Labor will give us the right to 
accept them; and 

EREAS, The blue stone-cutting 
foes under our Jurisdiction since our 
and curb-setters handle an 
dress that material; 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the erican 
Federation of Labor at Toronto, Canada, 

ve the International Union of Pavers, 

ammermen, Flaggers, Bridge and 
Stone Curb-setters the privilege and 
right to accept and organize the blue 
stone-cutters within its ranks. 


The committee reported as follows: 
“It appearing that the resolution in- 
volves a question of jurisdiction, your 
committee begs leave to refer it to the 
Convention.” 

Delegate Hannah—I move that this 
Convention give jurisdiction over those 
men to the Pavers and Rammermen. 

Vice-President Duncan—You might 
as well refer it to the Committee on 
Adjustment, if you refer it anywhere. 

Vice-President Duncan spoke at some 
length in opposition to the resolution. 

Delegate Hannah spoke at length in 
favor of the resolution. 

Delegate McSorley—Is not this pro- 
cedure a little bit unusual? The Con- 
stitution says there must be a meeting 
between the parties interested, and 
that the Convention has no power in 
the premises until it is recommended 
to it by the Executive Council. I would 
like to have a ruling on that. 

President Gompers—The Convention 
should determine. 

The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate DeVeaux, who 
moved that the entire matter be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Adjust- 
ment. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan—I offer as an 
amendment that, as per the rules of the 
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American Federation of Labor, the sub- 
ject matter be referred to the stone- 
cutting trades for conference and ad- 
justment. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed further 
by Delegates Hannah, DeVeaux, and 
Vice-President Duncan. 

The motion to refer to the stone- 
cutting trades for conference and ad- 
justment was carried by a vote of 103 
to 34. . 

The report of the 
amended, was adopted. 

Delegate Hatch—In the event of an 
agreement not being reached by all the 
interested parties, what course will be 
followed? Would it be in order at this 
time to move that, in the event an 
agreement is not reached, the matter 
be referred to the Executive Council? 

President Gompers—If an agreement is 
not reached, it can come before the 
Executive Council by one of the ag- 
grieved parties bringing it there. 


Resolution No. 62—By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor of the International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The International Glove 
Workers’ union of America has been or- 
ganized but for a period of seven years, 
and during that time has struggled 
under the greatest difficulties, and has 
therefore been unable to extend the or- 
ganization; and 

WHEREAS, Our organization is now 
making special efforts to carry on a 
campaign of organization in various lo- 
calities; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be authorized by this Convention to give 
our organization assistance in this work 
by instructing organizers in all locali- 
ties to give particular attention to the 
organizing of glove workers, and also 
give us a special organizer for a period 
of six months. 


The committee recommended that the 
subject matter of the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 75—By Delegate L. D. 
Redding of the Fort Wayne Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Several! State Federations 
and city central bodies have passed reso- 
lutions regarding the formation of Fed- 
eral Labor Unions among the farm em- 
ployees and unskilled workmen in small 
towns in nearby districts; and 

WHEREAS, Much good can be ac- 
complished, not only to the laborers in 
these localities. but to the labor move- 
ment, by creating a demand among con- 
sumers for various label products; and 

WHEREAS, Many farm laborers and 


committee, as 


A ä— 
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common laborers in small towns are 
forced to enter the cities during a part 
of each season, and directly compete 
with most every craftsman; and 
WHEREAS, This class of labor as a 
rule does not understand organization of 
the laborer, and many condemn, through 
lack of knowledge; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, instruct the Executive Board 
of the A. F. of L. to make a special 
effort to induce local organizers in all 
localities to go into the small towns 
nearby and form Federal Labor Unions, 
to be chartered under the A. F. of L., 
that the same may become affiliated with 
the city central bodies, and thereby edu- 
cate the unskilled laborers in these lo- 
calities, and at the same time create 
demands for all Union Label products. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. 

Delegate Tanquary opposed the adop- 
tion of the report of the committee. He 
stated that the adoption of the report 


would be infringing upon the rights of 


farmers’ unions. He stated that farm 
laborers were eligible to membership 
in the various farmers’ unions. 

Secretary Morrison—We are organ- 
ized wage-workers, and the farm lab- 
orers are wage-workers, and we should 
make a effort to organize them. 

Delegate Tanquary—The constitutions 
of the farmers’ unions admit to member- 
ship the farm laborers and farm 
owners. 

Delegate Crampton spoke in opposi- 
tion to the report of the committee. He 
stated that the farm laborers of the 
United States and Canada could not be 
organized in he same way as the farm 
laborers of European countries; that 
farm laborers in the United States were 
usually single men and were almost in- 
variably domiciled with their employers, 
while in Europe they usually occupled 
their own homes. 


Delegate Smith (O. P.) discussed the 
question at length, and said in part: 
This resolution emanates from the In- 
diana State Federation of Labor. We 
have the so-called “farmers’ unions” in 
our State, but we found that a great 
many of the men who work on the farms 
are not entirely satisfied with that form 
of organization. They do not own the 
farms, and while they endorse the or- 
ganization generally, they find some- 
thing lacking. There is no class of 
labor so overworked and underpaid as 
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the hired men on the farms of the Unit- 
ed States. The farmers’ organizations 
are largely engaged in political work, in 
a sense, in our State. 

Delegate Conners spoke in favor of 
issuing charters to unions referred to 
in the resolution. He stated that as no 
farmers’ organization had received a 
charter from the American Federation of 
Labor, such charters would not conflict 
with any other charters issued by the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Treasurer Lennon—It is well for our 
delegates to understand that the farm- 
ing of the United States is now being 
largely performed by tenant farmers, 
not by farm owners, and that the tenant 
farmer is practically a wage-worker. 
The organization of the farmers which 
predominates so largely in the south 
and in the far west, I know, from in- 
quiry among the membership and ac- 
quaintanceship with their officers, is 
largely composed of tenant farmers. 
There are farm owners in it, but there 
are a great number of employees on the 
farms working for the tenants, and they 
are also in the organization. Efforts 
have been put forth by organised labor 
in Texas, Alabama, Loulsiana, Georgia, 
and some of the Western States, to 
bring about a spirit of co-operation be- 
tween the farmers’ organizations and 
the trade unions, and they have already 
borne some fruit and promise to bear 
much more that is beneficial to the 
wage-workers’ organizations. If we 
take the position the resolution calls 
for, it places us practically in the posi- 
as they are likely to see it, of under- 
taking to establish a union in rivalry 
of the one they already have. The work 
that has been done by the farmers’ unlon 
to create a demand for union label pro- 
ducts—especially clothing, hats, shoes, 
and printing—will be wiped out by the 
adoption of this resolution, from which 
very little, indeed, can come at this time. 
It seems to me it is the part of wisdom 
to not approve of any such action. 

I move that the matter be referred to 
the Executive Council, without any re- 
commendation. (Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—Will that prevent 
the organization of the great number of 
farm laborers in California, working 
and gathering oranges, In the beet in- 
dustry, and other industries? If the 
Convention refers this resolution to the 
Executive Council in the spirit it is in- 
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tended, it seems to me it would be in- 
structed not to organize these migratory 
laborers in California. 

Delegate Furuseth discussed the ques- 
tion at length, and said in part: We have 
felt for some time out there that the 
large number of men going from place 
to place needed to be organized. The 
conditions under which they work are 
such as to make any permanent settle- 
ment anywhere impossible. They do 
not earn enough money to settle any- 
where, and to live as men should live. 
The San Francisco Labor Council has 
taken the question up. There is a dis- 
position everywhere to do something t<: 
assist them. It was suggested that az 
organization might be brought about—a 
large, militant, real, fighting body—that. 
having nothing to lose and everything 
to gain, might be willing to do syste 
matically and for a purpose what they 
are now doing under compulsion, and 
to no purpose at all. The matter has 
progressed out there. The San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council has taken up the 
question, and there is a disposition to 
ask the American Federation of Labor 
to bear part of the expense that the 
Union men there have taken upon them- 
selves to effect an organization that 
would give the migratory laborers a 
chance in life. 


Secretary Perham of the committee 
discussed the question at some length, 
describing the condition of the migra- 
tory farm laborers in the far west, and 
the need of organization to better their 
conditions, and in concluding his re- 
marks, said: We need the co-operation 
of both the farmer and the hired man; 
we want them to understand what the 
industrial people are trying to do, and 
we want them to vote with us instead 
of against us on all these questions. If 
organized labor is ever going to take the 
masterful position it should in the 
United States, it will need the aid of 
both the farmer and the hired man with 
it. I hope to see this resolution adopt- 
ed, and the Federal Unions formed. It 
seems to me, from the critical situa- 
tion that surrounds erganised labor at 
this time, that it is the proper time to 
express our idea that we want the co- 
operation of the farmers and the hired 
men all over the United Statea. 

The question was discussed further by 
Delegates Sexton, Crampton and Furu- 
seth. 
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Delegate Curtis discussed the question 
briefly, and urged that such Federal 
Unions be formed among farm laborers. 
He stated that it would prevent them 
from going to the cities and acting as 
strike-breakers when members of the 
different trades were on strike. 

Delegate French opposed the resolu- 
tion, and said in part: I have had the 
pleasure of representing the Cigarmak- 
ers’ Union on several occasions at the 
conventions of the farmers’ organization. 
Three years ago they went on record 
as endorsing the trade union movement 
and endorsing all the labels in the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. In many 
of tiie Southern States, we have received 
their support, and farmers are seated in 


the State Federations, as well as in the 


city central bodies. They are taking an 
active part in the trade union movement, 
and they are helping us greatly in de- 
manding union products. I am opposed 
to the adoption of the resolution, be- 
cause I believe that it will create a bad 
feeling between the farmers and the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Morton (J.) spoke in favor 
of the adoption of the resolution, and 
stated that the formation of such Fed- 
eral Unions would have a tendency to 
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prevent the collection of these men in 
large numbers in the cities during the 
winter months, to be used by _ the 
agencies supplying strikebreakers. 

Delegate Molter spoke in favor of the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Delegate Stewart opposed the adop- 
tion of the resolution, and stated that 
the money sought to be devoted to this 
purpose could be spent to better advant- 
age in organizing among the interna- 
tionals already affiliated with the A. F. 
of L. 

Delegate Melens—In Wisconsin, we 
have worked In perfect harmony with the 
farmers’ organizations. They have 
asked us to patronize the label upon 
their products, and have in turn agreed 
to patronize the various labels of the 
organized trades. Is it not fair to as- 
sume that when the label is placed on 
thelr product, it 1s produced under fair 
conditions? 

On motion, the debate was closed. 

The motion to refer to the Executive 
Council, without instructions, was car- 
ried by a vote of 74 in the affirmative 
to 63 in the negative. 


At 12.00 o’clock the Convention ad- 
journed, under the rules, to reconvene 
at 2.00 o’clock p. m. 





SEVENTH .DAY— Afternoon Session 


The Convention -as called to order 
at 2 o’clock p. m.. Monday, November 
15th, President Gom,ers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Redler, Smith 
(John T.), Walsh, Rickert, Larger, 
Schwarty, Coombe, Call, Gernon, Woll, 
McGivern, Tracy, Paravicini, Sprague, 
Hall, Manlove, Freel, Evans, Lawyer, 
Ott, Calvert, Driscoll, Thompson, Hoff- 
man, Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Archer, 
Martin, Roberts, Smith (A. M.), Maw- 
ray. 


Delegate Kelly received the unanimous 
consent to the introduction of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolution No. 161—By Delegate J. A. 
Kelly of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil: 


WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibili- 
ties, to-wit: the immigration to the Uni- 
ted States and its insular territory of 


large and increasing numbers of Japan- 
ese, Koreans and other races native of 
Asia; and 

WHEREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of 
Chinese labor, as expressed and crystal- 
lized in the enactment of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, finds still stronger justi- 
fication in demanding prompt and ade- 
quate measures of protection against the 
immigration of Japanese, Koreans and 
other races native of Asia on the 
grounds, (1) That the wage and living 
standards of sich labor are dangerous 
to, and must. if granted recognition in 
the United States, prove destructive of 
the American standards in these essen- 
tial respects, (2) That the racial incom- 
patability, as between the people of the 
Orient and the United States, presents 
a problem of race preservation which it 
is our imperative duty to solve in our 
cwn factor, and which can only be thus 
solved by a policy of exclusion; and 
° WHEREAS The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific. and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that svstem to the Pacific 
Coast and other Western localities of the 
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United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
that the terms of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act should be enlarged and extended so 
as to permanently exclude from the Uni- 
ted States and its insular territory all 
races native of Asia other than those 
exempted by the present terms of that 
Act; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues 
to the Congress of the United States, 
with a request for favorable considera- 
tion and action by that body. 


The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolution. 

President Gompers made mention of 
the fact that information had been re- 
ceived which indicated that a stay of 
proceedings in the contempt suit insti- 
tuted against Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison, 
and himself would not be granted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
ORGANIZATION. 


Vice-President Perham, Secretary of 
the Committee, continued the report, as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 76—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, There exists in the City 
of New York an incorporated Association 
of Theatrical Performers, dual in char- 
acter to the Actors’ International Union. 
and whose membership consists princi- 
pally of seceders from the Actors’ Inter- 
national Union; and 

WHEREAS, Attempts have been made 
by the Central Federated Union and the 
representatives of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in New York City, to have 
the said Association, known as the 
“The White Rats of America” meet and 
confer for the purpose of affiliating with 
the labor movement of this country; 


and 

WHEREAS, At a meeting held by the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at the Everett House, 
in New York City, during the year 1908 
an invitation was sent to the sai 
“White Rats of Amerioa” for the pur- 
pose of conferring with the executive 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, No attention has been 
given to the repeated requests, and in 
consideration of the fact that a wrong 
impression prevails in some parts of this 
country and in Furope, that this Associa- 
tion Is a part of the Actors’ Union affili- 
ated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That due notice of the 
non-affillation of this association, known 
as “The White Rats of America.” shall 
be given to all State and city central 
hodies throughout the Tinited States and 
Canada, and no official recornition be 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


given to this association by any of the 
affiliated unions until such time as “The 
White Rats of America” shall be a com- 

onent part of the labor movement of 

his country through an affillation with 
the Actors’ International Union, the only 
recognized organization of theatrical per- 
formers chartered by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


Resolution No. 80—-By Delegate C. E 
James of the Minnesota State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The _ stoneware pottery 
business is a growine industry employ- 
ing many thousand workingmen who are 
not organized anywhere in the country 
outside of the State of Minnesota; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested to use every effort to organize 
the stoneware pottery industry in the 
whole country, and as soon as a suffi- 
cient number of locals are formed an 
international 
formed. 


The committee recommended that the 
subject matter of the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 85 — By Delegates 
Christ. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 


trades union may be 


‘ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of the baking industry, employing thou- 
sands of craftsmen of the baking trade 
have in the past year reduced wages and 
forced men to inhuman conditions, and 
while we are doing all within our power 
to uphold and defend our constitution 
against the wanton attack of corporate 
power, which seeks to take advantage 
and fasten upon its employees a slavish 
condition of servitude: and 

WHEREAS, The members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union have been engaged in bitter 
strikes the country over, we feel that the 
conditions of the bakery industry must 
be sharply looked after: and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us. we picture it with serious 
alarm and apprehension. for we recog- 
nize in it an insidious attack on organ- 
{zed labor: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we. the Bakery and 
Confectionery .Workers’ International 


- Union. request the 29th Annual Conven- 


tion of the A. F. of L. to instruct the 
President of that body to place on Its 
organizers’ staff a member of the Rak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union. 

The committee recommended that the 
subject matter of the resolution be re 


ferred to the Executive Council 
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On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 88—By Delegates Jan- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and Juita 
Iglesias of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor and 
recommended to the National and Inter- 
national Associations of Longshoremen, 
Hod Carriers, Barbers, Boot and Shoe 
Workers and Ladies Garment Work- 
ers and others in the United States to 
have their constitutions translated into 
the Spanish language, as well as some 
leaflets and pamphlets for the purpose 
of organization and agitation among the 
workingmen of Porto Rico, Cuba and 
Central America, in order that they may 
become familiar with American methods 
and be eniightened upon the subject of 
benefits accruing from affillation with 
the A. F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary for the 
good of unionism in Porto Rico that the 
above resolution be carried out; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That all the recommen- 


dations which were made by the Twenty- 
sixth Annual Convention be carried out. 


The committee made the following re- 
port on Resolution No. 88: Your com- 
mittee recognizes that such a provision 
cannot be made mandatory, in accord- 
ance with the terms of the resolution, 
but urges that further efforts along those 
lines be promoted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 50—By Delegate Chas. 
W. Fear of the Joplin, Mo., Trades As- 
sembly: 


WHEREAS, The unorganized wage- 
workers of the South-west Missouri 
district present an opportunity for the 
organization of a number of local 
unions, particularly in the City of Jop- 
Hn and vicinity: and 

REAS, The Joplin Trade As- 
sembly is working to thoroughly or- 
anize the tollers of that vicinity under 
he trade union banner of the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 29th annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor call the attention of afflliated 
internationals to the unorganized South- 
west Missouri district, and urge that 
organizers be detailed to work in the 
eaid district during the coming year with 
the purpose of organizing the workers uf 
the crafts: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be authorized to render all assistance 
possible in organizing the tollers of 
South-west Missouri. 


The committee recommended the adoz - 
tion of the resolution as read. 

On motion. the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 100—By Delegate P. 


a 
e 


M. Draper of the Ottawa, Canada, 
Trades and Labor Associations: 


WHEREAS, We, as representatives of 
the wage-earners and wealth producers 
of Canada, recognize that the American 
Federation of Labor is International in 
name, International in its work to eman- 
cipate the toilers of the American Con- 

nent; 

WHEREAS, We believe that the fu- 
ture success of the Labor movement 
in Canada depends upon the activity of 
the laboring men and women of the Do- 
minion, in their own behalf, supplement- 
ed with the assistance that they may 
receive from the organized wage-earners 
of every other country; 

RESOLVED, That we, the represent- 
atives of the American Federation of 
Labor, declared in favor of the Inter- 
national Labor movement, and pledge 
our assistance to the organized wage- 
earners of Canada in extending the 
power and usefulness of the Labor move- 
ment in the Dominion; 

RESOLVED, That we enderse every 
effort of the men and women of every 
country on the American Continent to 
become thoroughly organized and affili- 
ated with the American Federation of 


abor: 

RESOLVED, That we, the represent- 
atives of the American Federation of 
Labor, in Convention assembled, endorse 
the strike of the United Mine Workers 
of America, now in existence in the 
Province of Nova Scotia, Canada, and 
pledge our moral support in their ef- 
forts to establish the organization ia 
that Province, and throughout Canada. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as read. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 

Delegate Draper spoke at length in 
favor of the report of the committee. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 104—By Delegates 
John Golden and James Tansey of the 
United Textile Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, There are over seven hun- 
dred thousand persons in the United 
States and Canada following the occu- 
pation of textile workers; and 

EAS, The larger portion of 
these wage-workers are women and 
children who In many instances are com- 
pelled to work long hours and for a low 
rate of wage: and 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America an International Union 
that has always stood loval to the prin- 
ciples of the Trade Union movement. 
as enunciated by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, is putting forth every ef- 
fort to elevate the condition of the 
hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children employed in the textile !n- 
dustry, and have in many instanres 
been successful in lessening the hours 
of labor. securing the passage of laws 
for the better protection of our women 
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workers, and the elimination of child 
labor, despite the combined and persist- 
ent opposition of those who, for mercen- 
ary reasons, do not hesitate to enslave 
the woman and exploit the child; and 

WHEREAS, It is the avowed deter- 
mination of the United Textile Workers 
of America to continue their uphill 
struggle against the combined antagon- 
ism of organized manufacturing inter- 
ests, until the eight-hour day is secured 
for the textile workers in every part 
of this great North American Continent, 
until those of our women workers who 
must perforce remain in the industry 
are amply protected, until a living 
American wage standard is universally 
established, and until every child-worker 
is taken from the factory and placed in 
the school and the playground; be it, 
therefore 

RESOLVED, By the delegates to the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, that the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be urged to assist in every man- 
ner possible the United Textile Workers 
of America in their efforts to ameliorate 
the condition of the textile workers, by 
co-operation with the above Internation- 
al Union in a joint movement for the 
bringing about of a more thorough or- 
ganization of this class of wage-workers. 


- The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as read. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 3%—By Delegate Olive 
M. Sullivan of the Stenographers’ and 
Typists’ Association, No. 12755: 

WHEREAS, There are In the United 
States at least 500,000 men and women 
eHgible to membership in an organi- 
zation of commercial stenographers 
and typists; and 

WHEREAS, There are in the City of 
Chicago many hundreds of very young 
women now in this profession and 
great numbers are continually enter- 
ing it: therefore be it 

RESCLVED. That the Stenographcers’ 
and Typists’ Association of Chicago, No. 
17755, request the American Federation 
of Labor serlously to consider the im- 
portance of organizing this vast army 
of workers into labor unions affillated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the Stenographers’ 
and Typists’ Association of Chicago, 
No. 12755, does hereby ask that the 
Am.erican Federation of Labor appoint 
a woman organizer in Chicago for a 
period of three months to try to bring 
into the organization these hundreds of 
ycung workers. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 8%—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty of the Alabama State Federa- 
tion of L.: 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in 
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Alabama is hindered in progress by 
such organizations known as the Em- 
ployers’ Association and Citizens’ Alli- 
ance; and 


WHEREAS, If organizers are not sent 
to that State the labor movement will 
be doomed; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 
sent to the State of Alabama to do all 
in his power to offset the manoeuvres 
of the opponents of organized labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 


Council 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vi- 
cinity, was withdrawn by Delegate 
DeVeaux, who stated that a duplicate 
of the resolution had been introduced 
by the Sheet Metal Workers, and was 
in the hands of another committee. 

Resolution No. 45—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 

WHEREAS, The Rockmen’s Prote- 
tive Union, a chartered local union by 
the American Federation of Labor at 
New York City, is undergoing a severe 
struggle for existence, owing to the 
prevailing economic conditions; and 

WHEREAS, It is believed that if the 
interested unlons in that environment 
which are: International Steam  En- 

ineers, No. 184, No. 184 Branch A 

ock Drillers and Tool Sharpener« 
would lend their moral support to 
this organization, great good would 
result; be it 

RESOLVED. That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council take cognizance of this mat- 
ter at the earliest moment. and adopt 
such measures as will result to the be<t 
interest of the appellant union and tre 
affected trades. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution, as read. 

A motion was made, and seconded. 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be concurred In. 

After a brief discussion by Delegates 
McCarthy and DeVeaux, the motion to 
concur In the recommendation of the 


committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 130-—By Delegate Geo. 
B. Hawley of the St. Paul Trades and 
Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, The milling industry of 
the United States and Canada is cen- 
trolled by large combinations of cap!- 
tal. who are imposing conditions upon 
their employees which are deplorable in 
the extreme; and 

WHEREAS. These employees are hut 
poorly organized because of the limtiteT 
financial resources of the Internatioral 
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Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
ployees; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to put forth every possible 
effort to organize the Flour and Ceretl 
Mill Employees; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the attention of the 
International Unions, and Local Unions 
affiliated with this Federation be 
called to the necessity of assisting in 
this work, by demanding the Union La- 
bel of the Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
ployees’ Union. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as read. 

A motion was made, and seconded, that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 

After a brief discussion by Delegate 
Hawley, the motion to concur in the 
recommendation of the committee was 
carried. > 


Resolution No. 46—By Delegate H. De- 
Veaux of the Central Federated Union 
of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, The Excavators’ Protec- 
tive Union, a chartered local union by 
the American Federation of Labor at 
New York City, is not sufficiently or- 
ganized to advance better conditions in 
that calling; an 

WHEREAS, It is apparent that if the 
interested unions, viz., are: Internation- 
al Steam Engineers, No. 184; No. 184 
Branch A., Rock Drillers, and Tool 
Sharpeners, Teamsters, would render 
moral support to this organization, and 
the American Federation of Labor 
designate a special organizer, one capable 
in the Italian language to assist this 
union, great good would result to the 
general labor movement; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming 
Executive Council act upon this subject 
matter as soon as possible. and adopt 
ruch ways and means as will redound to 
the best interests of all concerned. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for consideration. 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 120—By Delegate G. R. 
Brunet of the Montreal Federated 
Trades and Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, At the last Convention of 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada, held at Quebec, in September last, 
the following resolution was unani- 
mously carried: 

“WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has been fortunate enough to 


. have had the able assistance of Brother 


Joseph Ainev as organizer in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec: and, whereas, this Con- 
gress has the utmost confidence in the 
ability, knowledge, experience and in- 
tegrity of Brother Jos. Ainey, along the 
line in which he has been engaged: 
Therefore. be It resolved, That we heart- 
ily endorse the action of the A. F. of 
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Labor in this connection and urgently 
recommend that Brother Ainey be con- 
tinued as permanent organizer by the 
A. F. of Labor, as we think such a 
course will redound to the benefit of the 
A. F. of Labor as well as to the manifest 
advantage of the toiling masses”; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That this Convention en- 
dorse the action of the Executive Coun- 
cil in appointing an organizer for the 
Province of Quebec and Eastern Can- 
ada, who speaks the French and English 
languages fluently, and request the 
Executive Council to maintain him in 
that position, so long as the results and 
circumstances will permit of it. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council without any recommendation. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 127—By Delegate 
James H. Hatch of te Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North American: 


WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
spent considerable money in placing or- 
ganizers in the field for the purpose of 
organizing the Automobile Upholsterers 
or Trimmers: and 

WHEREAS, The Automobile Industry 
has reached the stage where the demand 
for trimmers exceeds the supply at hand, 
and because of this extraordinary con- 
ditions, a great opportunity presents 
itself for the complete organization of 
the men employed in that branch of the 
upholstering craft; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America in- 
tends to continue its efforts to thorough- 
ly organize this branch of the business, 
and because of the large field to be cov- 
ered and in order that advantage can be 
taken of the great demand for men, we 
request that the organizers of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor be instructed to 
give special attention and assistance to- 
wards the organization of this craft, by 
co-operating with the Upholsterers’ In- 
ternational Union: be it ; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
instruct their organizers to comply with 
the above request. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution, and the subject matter there- 
in be referred to the Executive Council 
for their favorable consideration. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 137—By Delegates W. 
T. Brown and L. A. Tanquary of the 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers: 


WHEREAS, There are more than 1,- 
600.000 persons employed upon the rail- 
roads of North America. of which less 
than 500.000 are organized; and 

WHEREAS, It is essential to the best 
interests of all concerned that this vast 
army be brought into the folds of 
unlonism: and 

WHEREAS, There was organized at 
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the Denver Convention ef the A. F. of 
L., a Railroad Employees’ Department, 
thereby causing a great awakening 
among the railroad employees of the 
country and a great desire to be organ- 
ized; and 

WHEREAS, Charters have been issued 
to many of the large railroads for sys 
tem federations, and no general plan 
having been devised for the proper exe- 
cution of the work of organizing; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
urge upon the Railroad Employees’ De- 
partment, the immediate employment of 
organizers by the system federations 
established from time to time on the 
various railroads; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend the employment of each or- 
Zanizer on a commission basis at a 
rate of not less than two dollars ($2.00) 
per capita for new members and twenty- 
five cents (25c) per capita for transfers. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Railroad 
Employees’ Department of the American 
Federation of Labor for consideration. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 19—By Delegate Harry 
DeVeaux of the Central Federated Union 


of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, During the present year 
the title and scope of the Actors’ Na- 
tional Protective Union has been 
changed and its field of organization 
broadened; and 


WHLRLWAS, The Actors’ International 
Union have formulated plans to organize 
and charter the various European Thea- 
trical Organizations; and 


WHEREAS, The extended European 
visit made by President Gompers to the 
various labor centres have given him a 
clear insight Into the methods of foreign 
organization; and 

WHEREAS. The information gained 
will be of material service to the Actors’ 
International Union in the work of 
organizine the Actors of the world into 
one International Union, with branches 
in all theatrical centres; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled at Toronto, Canada, request the 
President and Executive Council to 
assist the Actors’ International Union 
in chartering and bringing into the fold 
of the American Federation of Labor all 
of the European Theatrical Organiza- 
tions who are now part of the labor 
movement in various parts of Europe. 

The committee reported as follows on 


Resolution No. 19: Your committee re- 
commends the Indefinite postponement 
of the original resolution and the adop- 
tion of the following substitute: 


Substitute for Resolution No. 19: 

WHEREAS. During the present year 
tiie title and scope of the Actors’ Na- 
tional Protective Union has been changed 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


and its field of organisation broadened: 


and 

WHEREAS, The Actors’ Internationa) 
Union have formulated plans for a bet- 
ter understanding between the various 
organized Theatrical associations of this 
country and Europe; and 

WHEREAS, The extended Europesa 
visit made bv President Gompers to the 
various labor centres have given him 
a clear insight into the methods af 
foreign organization, and the informs 
tion thus obtained being of material ser- 
vice to the Actor’s International Union 
in the work of organizing the Actors of 
the world into one concrete associaticns, 
with branches in all theatrical centres; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Convention aseea- 
bled at Toronto, Canada, uest the 
President and the Executive Council te 
essist the Actors’ International Union & 
bringing about a mutual unders 
of material benefit to all o 
Theatrical Associations of this country 
and Europe. 

On motion, the substitute offered by 


the committee was adopted. 

Vice-President Perham—This con- 
cludes the partial report of the Cam- 
mittee on Organization. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TREA- 
SURER’S REPORT. 

Delegate Tanquary, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 
To the Officers and Members of the 29th 

Annual Convention of the A. F. of L 

Ladies and Gentlemen,—Your Commit- 
tee on Treasurer’s Report beg leave to 
submit the following: 

In the matter of safeguarding the 
funds from attack through the Courts 
we suggest that nothing be done in the 
matter, but that our funds be kept open- 
ly, as they have been in the past. 

We are pleased to note the increased 
rate of interest secured by our Treasurer 
on the funds on deposit. 

We take this opportunity of expressing 
our approval of the way the affairs of 
the treasurer's office have been conducted 
under the present Incvmbent of th 
Treasurer’s office. 

R. GLOCKLING, Chairman 
W. J. DOUGHERTY, 
FRED. C. DANIEL, 
WILLIAM HALL, 

T. W. CASSIDY, 

J. P. O'REILLY, 

W. D. VAN HORN, 
OLIVE SULLIVAN, 

C. J. EISENRING, 

J. W. MORTON. 

L. A. TANQUARY, Secretarr. 


On motion, the report of the commit'«e 
was adopted. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUILD- 
ING TRADES. 


Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the 
Committee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegates 
D. D’Alessandro and H. P. Smith 
of the International Union of Hod Car- 
riers and Building Laborers: 


RESOLVED, That whereas, the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the A. F. of 
L., at the Tampa Convention, passed a 
resolution which the International 
‚Union of Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers of America regard as unjust 
and without any justification whatever, 
which, if permitted to stand, would 
establish a very dangerous precedent, 
and would destroy the autonomy guar- 
anteed bv this Federation to its afflli- 
ated international bodies, set aside the 
laws of the organization and grant to 
the department a dictatorship over such 
International Unions as would in time 
involve the American Federation of 
Labor in a disastrous fight and perhaps 
lead to most serious consequences; now, 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the International 
Union of Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers hereby appeal from the decision 
renderei by the Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
A. F. of L. which we regard as op- 
pressive, unjust, unconstitutional, dic- 
tatorial and absolutely without warrant 
or precedent, and if permitted to stand, 
will lead to serious consequences, not 
only to the Building Department, but to 
every other department, and as a result, 
injure the Trades Union movement. 

Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the 
Committee—The Committee on Building 
Trades recommends that this be referred 
to the Executive Council, and the intro- 


ducer of the resolution desires that .t 


237 


be referred as soon as possible, as he 
wishes to be heard by the Executive 
CounciL 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Delegate Wilson (J.) stated that the 
Committee on Adjustment desired to 
have Resolution No. 72 referred to the 
Committee on Building Trades. The re- 
quest of the committee was complied 
with. 


Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from P. Bohrer, Jr., Secretary of 
the Central Trades and Labor Council of 
Rochester and Vicinity, inviting the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor to hold its 
1910 Convention in Rochester. 


Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 


President Gompers read the follow- 
ing telegram relative to the contempt 
proceedings against President Gompers, 
Vice-President Mitchell, and Secretary 
Morrison: 


Washington, D.C., November 15, 1909. 


Samuel Gompers, American Federation 
of Labor, Toronto, Canada: 
Darlington agreed to fifteen days ex- 
tension. Court refused any extension 
whatever. Mandate goes down Saturday 
morning. 


Ralston, Siddons and Richardson, Inc. 

President Gompers explained that Mr. 
Darlington was the attorney for Van 
Cleave, of the Bucks’ Stove and Range 
Company. 

At 3.30 o’clock p. m. the Convention 
was adjourned, to reconvene at 9.00 
o’clock a. m., Tuesday, November 16th. 
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EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order 
at 9.00 o’clock a. m., Tuesday, November 
16th, President Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTBES: Kennedy, Redler, 
Schwarz, Kirby, Price, Call, Rumsey, 
muacy. Paravictni, Manlove, Mahon, 
Freel, Hawley, Lawyer, Calvert, Thomp- 
son (G.), ucker, Tooker, Huggins, 
Burkhart, Archer, Anderson, Whalen, 


Roberts (Jas.), Smith (A. M.), Maw- 
bray. . 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Delegate McKee, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows: Your 
committee begs leave to report that it 
has been handed a telegram and a ere- 
dential for D. A. Harshburger, with the 
request that he be substituted for F. T. 
Hawley of the Switchmen’s Union. The 
committee recommends that he be 
seated. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate McKee—Your committee on 
Credentials beg leave to report further 
that we have examined the credentials 
of Ed. McEachern, from Ohio State Fed- 
eration of Labor, and recommend that 
he be seated. 

J. A. CABLE, Chairman; 
THOS. J. HUMPHREY. 
R. A. McKEE, Secretary; 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


Vice-President Duncan read the fol- 
lowing report: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Greeting—The Executive Council de- 

sires to submit the following supple- 

rentary report: 


ELEVATORS CONSTRUCTION 


DE- 
PUTE. 


For quite a time, and prier to 1966, 
the International Union ef Hlevater Coa- 
structors, beth indirectly and later dt- 
rectly, made application for eharter te 
be issued by the American Pederatice 
of Laber. The matter was held in 
abeyance in the hope that an vwader- 
standing might be reached betweem the 
Elevater Construetors and the other or 
ganizations which might be affected 
Several organizations made claim te 
jurisdiction to parts of the work per 
formed by members of the Elevator Coe- 
structors. The International Assecia- 
tion of Maehinists entering protest, the 
Executive Council, belleving that the best 
interesta of all would be subserved, is- 
sued the charter at the Toronto mesting 
of the Executive Council, May, 1908. In 
issuing the charter, however, it was 
with the plain understanding that 
though some machinists’ work was be- 
ing performed by members of the Eje- 
vator Constructors, the influence of tha‘ 
‘rpganisation would bring into the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists the 
machinists who were employed in pro- 
ducing the material entering into ele 
vator power and elevator construction, 
and that therefore the benefits accruing 
to the International Association of Ma- 
chinists would be greater than the loss 
of the machinists, members of the In- 
ternational Union of Elevator Construc- 
tors. Some adjustments were achieved. 
those principally involved, however. 
were unsatisfied. 

With the increase in modern con- 
struction and the necessity of elevator 
service, the work in connection witb 
elevator construction extended in rapid 
proportions. With this, came the pro- 
duction of the parts of the elevator in 
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shops to a greater extent than ever be- 
fore. Through this transition consider- 
able additional difficulties arose in the 
path of the effort at adjustment of con- 
flicting claims to jurisdiction. The 
Executive Council has endeavored to 
meet the new exigencies constantly aris- 
ing, and to be helpful to the organiza- 
tions in interest without doing violence 
to any. Time and again, applications 
have been made for the revocation of 
the charter of the International Union 
of Elevator Constructors. We realized 
‘an element of justice in the claims of 
‘these organizations, and yet appreciated 
the fact that if each of the claims were 
conceded, the International Union of 
Elevator Constructors wouid have been 
disrupted; a number of each of the men 
following the various branches of ele- 
vator construction work would have 
been absorbed into different organiza- 
tions. 


The matter received the attention of 
several conventions, and the Denver 
Convention directed that “the entire 
matter be referred to the Executive 
Council for investigation and final de- 
cision as to jurisdiction.” As already 
stated, we have given the subject our 
best thought and action to be helpful, 
and realizing that decisions as to juris- 
diction would have had the least bene- 
ficial results. However, as one of the 
chief elements in the controversy was 
that of .the International Association of 
Machinists, we therefore directed that 
a conference be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists and the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors, a repre- 
sentative of the Executive Council par- 
ticipating in the conference After a 
thorough discussion of the matter, the 
representatives of the International As- 
sociation of Machinists proposed amal- 
gamation as a solution, and orally sub- 
mitted conditions of amalgamation. 
The terms were so generous and fair 
that the representatives of the Elevator 
Constructors at once declared in favor 
of the proposition. Inasmuch as the 
executive officers, who were the repre- 
sentatives of the Elevator Constructors, 
declared that they had not authority to 
finally act upon the proposition, it was 
agreed that the President of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists should 
submit, in writing, to the executive offl- 
cers of the Elevator Constructors th 
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terms upon which amalgamation was 
proposed, and that another meeting of 
the executive officers of both organiza- 
tions, with the same representative of 
the Executive Council, should be held 
about three months later in Chicago for 
the purpose of consummating the agree- 
ment. The conference was held at Chi- 
cago, and it was there agreed that the 
Officers of the International Association 
of Machinists, having authority to act 
in the premises, required no further ac- 
tion on the part of their organization, 
but that the offeers of the Elevator 
Construetors weuld submit the proposi- 
tions and terms of amalgamation to a 
referendum vote of their membership. 
It was also agreed that the President 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists should accompany the proposi- 
tions for amalgamation with a letter, 
urging its ratification. The proposition 
containing the terms of amalgamation 
is as follows:— 


1. The I. JV. of BE. C. to be known in 
the I. A. of M. as Elevator Constructors’ 
District No. 67. Said digtrict to have 
jurisdiction over all men engaged in ele- 
vator construction work on buildings or 
wherever elevators may be erected. 

2. The present International officers of 
the I. U. of E. C. shall be the district 
officers and conduct the affairs of the 
district in accordance with the laws of 
the I. A. of M. The salary of the officers 
to be the same as now paid. 

8. The I. A. of M. will grant charters 
and supplies free of cost to all unions in 
good standing in the I. U. of E. C. and 
assign them numbers in accordance with 
the list of lodges in the I. A. of M. 

4. All money in the treasury or hands 
of other officers, or in any way held as 
the money of the I. U. of E. C., shall 
become the treasury and money of Ele- 
vator Constructors’ District No. 67, and 
be held for the purpose of conducting 
the financial affairs of that district. 

5. All members engaged in the erec- 
tion and construction of elevators in 
buildings or elsewhere where same are to 
be used shall carry thelr membership In 
a lodge connected with Elevator Con- 
structors’ District No. 67. Members of 
the I. A. of M. who may be employed 
now or in the future in the erection or 
construction of elevators, holding mem- 
bership In another lodge, shall transfer 
to the lodge having jurisdiction over this 
work in the locality where the member 
or members may be employed in Blevator 
Constructors’ District No. 67. 

6. The I. A. of M. agrees to pay 50 per 
cent. of the legitimate salary and ex- 
penses of all business agents now paid 
by and under salary of the I. U. of E. 
C., in accordance with the constitution 
of the I. A. of M.: said business agents 
to have their offices in the same office n" 
the business agents of the I. A. of ™. 
are located in order that the unecessn":' 
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expense of conducting two offices may be 
avoided. ° 

7. Whereas the constitution of the I. 
A. of M. requires that members to be 
entitled to strike or victimized benefits 
of $6 per week to single men and $8 per 
week to married men shall be three 
months in good standing to be entitled 
to same, it is hereby agreed that upon 
the amalgamation of the two organiza- 
tions all members of the I. U. of EB. C. 
transferring to the I. A. of M. shall be 
immediately placed In good standing and 
entitled to strike and victimized benefits 
as provided for in the constitution of 
the I. A. of M. 

8. All per capita tax of the A. F. of L., 
Building Trades Department, and such 
other departments or organizations as 
the consolidated organizations may be- 
come attached to, shall be pald out of 
the general fund of the I. A. of M. 

9. The Elevator Constructors’ District 
No. 67 of the I. A. of M. can hold con- 
ventions, adopt laws to govern the dis- 
trict, and carry on the affairs of said 
district practically on the same lines as 
now being done by the I. U. of E. C., 
with the exception that all rules, regu- 
lations and laws adopted by the Elevator 
Constructors’ District No. 67 shall be in 
conformity with the general constitution 
of the I. A. of M. 

10. All members of the I. U. of EC. 
afflliated with the I. A. of M. shall pay 
to their local union at least $1 per month 
dues, and each local lodge shall pay to 
the Grand Lodge the standard rate of 
per capita tax prescribed by our Consti- 
tution, as follows: 

Journeymen initiation stamp ......$1.50 
Apprentice initiation stamp ........ .%5 
Reinstatement stamp .........-ee- 150 
Monthly due stamp ....ccccscccese 65 
Apprentice monthly due stamp .... .25 
Unemployed stamp .......seseseeee 20 

It being understood that the above pe 
capita tax covers the subscription to the 
monthly journal, the same to be sup- 
plied to each lodge in proportion to the 
number of members in good standing. 

Each lodge affiliated to conduct its 
financial business in accordance with the 
constitution of the I. A. of M. 

11. As the I. A. of M. levied a one- 
day’s assessment of $2.50 upon each 
member for three years, covering the 
years 1908, 1909 and 1910, it is agreed 
that members of the I. U. of E. C. com- 
ing into the I. A. of M. during the year 
1909 shall be exempt from payment of 
the 1908 and 1909 assessments. 

12. The I. A. of M. agrees to give all 
members of the I. U. of E. C. In good 
standing at the time of amalgamation a 
credit of six months’ good standing 
membership, so that they would be en- 
titled to the death benfits of the I. A. of 
M. as soon as the amalgamation takes 
place. 

13. All lodges of the I. U. of E. C. be- 
coming part of the I. A. of M. shall be 
entitled to send delegates to the con- 
vention of the I. A. of M. on the same 
basis as all other lodges of the I. A. of 


. e entitled to. 
Me eed that all mem- 


14. It is hereby a 
bers of the I. U. Of C. transferring to 


and becoming a part of the I. A. 0 
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shall be entitled to all benefits, privi- 
leges and assistance of the A tion 
and the general officers of the I. A. of 
M. as is now given all members and 
lodges of the I. A. of M. 

After the adjournment of the Chicago 
conference, an incident arose in that 
city, insufficient in itself, but which was 
utilized by the officers of the Elevator 
Constructors as a justification for their 
refusal to submit the proposition to 
their members, in accordance with the 
agreement, and it was not submitted. 
Indeed, the outcome left the situation 
much more acute than had existed 
theretofore. 

While we recognize the difficulty in 
endeavoring to bring about an amalga- 
mation of organisations, the members of 
which have their feelings acutely 
aroused, yet we cannot refrain from 
strongly recommending that the terms 
of agreement proposed by the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists to the 
Blevator Constructors is the best plan 
for the conservation of the interests of 
all. We are not unmindful of the fact 
that terms of amalgamation have in the 
past not always been strictly adhered 
to, and upon that subject, tn the pre- 
vious report, we had the honor to submit 
to this Convention, we insisted that 
“the terms upon which smaller organi- 
zations become amalgamated with larger 
bodies are sacred agreements, which 
should be adhered to, unless the rights 
guaranteed the smaller bodies are 
waived, with its consent.” 

We, therefore, recommend that the 
terms proposed by the International As- 
sociation of Machinists be adopted by 
the Elevator Constructors as a basis of 
settlement of the differences between 
these organizations; that the Executive 
Council be instructed to use its good 
offices without delay to consummate the 
amalgamation, and that the Executive 
Council for the American Federation of 
Labor become parties to the plan of 
amalgamation or settlement, as a guar- 
antee to the absolute fulfillment of its 
terms. We further recommend that the 
Executive Council be authorized and in- 
structed to take such action in the pre 
mises as may be deemed necessary to 
accomplish the desired result. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAM’L GOMPERS, President: 

JAMES DUNCAN, 1st Vice-Prea.: 

JOHN MITCHELL, 2nd Vice-Prea ;: 

JAMES O'CONNELL, 8rd Vice-Pres : 
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D. A. HAYES, 4th Vice-Pres.; 

WM. D. HUBER, 6th Vice-Pres.; 

JOS. VALENTINE, 6th Vice-Pres.; 

JOHN R. ALPINE, 7th Vice-Pres.; 

H. B. PERHAM, 8th Vice-Pres.; 

JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer; 

FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 

The supplemental report of the Execue 
tive Council was referred to the Come- 
mittee on Adjustment. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SECRE 
TARY’S REPORT. 


Delegate Brown, Secretary of the 

committee, read the following report: 
Toronto, November 16, 1909. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow-Delegates: We, your Commit- 
tee on Secretary’s report, desire to sub- 
mit the following: 

After carefully comparing the Secre- 
tary’s report with the report of the 
Treasurer and the Auditing Committee, 
we find the Secretary’s report is abso- 
lutely correct. 

We desire to direct your attention to 
the able and efficient manner in which 
this report is compiled. The report for 
the fiscal year, commencing October Ist, 
1908, and ending September 80, 1909, is 
remarkable in many respects, and we 
urge you to carefully peruse it and note 
the splendid work of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor during this period. 

This report shows, not only a very 
large financial gain, with 34 interna- 
tional organizations, showing an in- 
creased membership of over 83,000, but 
this, with a reduction of over $10,000 
in the cost of organizing, and over 
$1,000 less In office expenses; 

This, too, while our country was yet 
under the cloud of the great financlal 
crisidg, we deem 2 very excellent show- 
ing, and plainly demonstrates the ex- 
cellent manner in which the affairs of 
the American Federation of Labor are 
being managed under the careful super- 
vision of Secretary Morrison. 

We, your committee, heartily concur 
in his recommendation for a higher per 
capita tax, believing that the success of 
our organization can only be achieved 
by a per capita tax that will enable them 
to protect their members in all exig- 
encies, 

JAS. F. McHUGH, Chairman; 
w. T. BROWN, Secretary; 


EDWARD J. McGIVERN, 
WILBUR BRAGGINS, 
JAMES H. HATCH, . 
ANTHONY McANDREW, 
JAMES B. CONNORS, 
JOHN MORRISSEY, 
CHAS. A. DOUGHERTY, 
M. P. McDONALD, 

P. D. DALEY, 

M. O. O'BRIEN, 

T. M. DALY, 

JAMES GARVEY, 

H. P. SMITH. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE 
ORGANIZATIONS, 


Delegate McCullough, Secretary of the 
committee, read the following report: 
To the Officers and Members of the 


Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Gentlemen,—Your Committee on State 
Organizations respectfully presents the 
following: 


Resolution No. 21—By Delegate A. P. 
Bower of the Pennsylvania State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, There is to be a meeting 
held in the City of Harrisburg, Pa, on 
December 9th, 1909, under the auspices 
of the Pennsylvania Federation of Labor 
to consider ways and means of obtaining 
rellef from the unbearable conditions 
imposed on the laboring people of that 
State by the workings of the State Con- 
stabulary Law during the times of in- 
dustrial disputes; an 

WHEREAS, An urgent request has 
been made by the Pennsylvania Federa- 
tion of Labor to all local, district, inter- 
national and central bodies, to send 
representatives to said meeting; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend that all affiliated national or- 

anizations having local Unions in the 

tate of Pennsylvania use all possible 
influence with their sald representatives 
to attend said meeting, and also to have 
them affiliated with the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor. 


The committee reported favorably, 
and recommended the adoption of the 
resolution. 


JOHN R. ALPINE, Chairman; 
STEVE WELHEUSER. 

JOHN J. JOYCE, 

JOSEPH A. FRANKLIN, 
CHARLES 8. MOTE, 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
SANTIAGO IGLESIAS, 
STEPHEN J. FAY, 

THOMAS McMANUS, 

M. M. LOLLO, 
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JOHN J. GRIFFIN, 

JOHN J. KEPLER, 

D. D. DRISCOLL, 

THOMAS McGOVERN, 

T. W. McCULLOUGH, Secretary; 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from Governor Herbert 8S. Hadley, 
of Missouri, inviting the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to hold its next Con- 
vention in the City of St. Louis. 

A telegram addressed to Delegate 
Charles W. Fear, from Governor Had- 
ley, was also read, containing the same 
invitation. 

Similar invitations were also read 
from Mayor Frederick H. Kreismann, of 
St. Louis, and from the Convention 
Bureau of the Business Men’s League of 
the City of St. Louis. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
GANIZATION. 


Delegate Perham, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows: The 
‚ committee recommends that Resolution 
No. 123 be referred to the Committee on 
Adjustment. 

After a short discussion by Delegates 
Healy and Comerford, the recommenda- 
tion of the committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 144—By Delegate 
James B. Connorsof Illinois State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Switchmen’s Union 
of North America, recoenized and char- 


OR- 


tered the american Federation of 
Labor, has, by virtue of the owers 
of the parent body been vest with 


jurisdiction over all men identified with 
this particular branch of the transporta- 
tion service; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Rall- 
way Trainmen, an organization primar- 
ily intended to embrace the brakemen 
only, has seen fit to arrogate to itself 
rights and privileges neither consistent, 
equitable or just; and 

WHEREAS, The unchecked trend of 
this rule or ruin policy of the Brother- 
hood of Railway Trainmen in attempt- 
ing to persuade the Switchmen to dis- 
regard their oath of allegiance, and de- 
sert their organization and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor as well; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Delegates to 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation, in regular ses- 
sion assembled, demonstrate their loy- 
alty, not only to the cause of trade 
unionism, but to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as well by a public recor- 
nition of the fact that the recognized 
jurisdictional extent of any organization 
as determined by the American Federa- 
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tion of Labor, will be rel 
tained and observed; and be it stil 
further 

RESOLVED, That, in conformity 
with this principle, the Delegates to 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention 
representing the workers of the North 
American Continent, declare the Switch- 
men’s Union of North America the only 
bona-fide organization having jurtsdic- 
tion over Switchmen, ana request that 
the officers of the American Federatics 
of Labor use their good offices to 
upon organizers of the American Fel. 
eration of Labor to act in concert with 
the representatives of the Switchmen’s 
Union of North America, to insure the 
maintenance of their vested rights and 
privileges. 


The committe recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 150—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Mark & Haas 
of St. Louis, Mo. manufacturers af 
"Jacket Rabbit Brand Clothing.” has 
some six weeks ago, in direct S olation 
of a signed agreement, locked out over 
1,000 of its employees, members of the 
United Garment Workers of ; 


WHEREAS, Court injunctions, hired 
strike-breakers, armed detectives and ali 
manner of National Manufacturers’ As 
sociation methods have been adopted to 
compel those locked out to return to 
work and cease their fight against said 
WHEREAS, The ı 

, e lockout is on at 
present time, and the goods of the fire 
of Marx & Haas are sold in the vartous 
industrial centres; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates from 
the various cities and towns in the 
United States report this matter back 
to their respective bodies, and al! infor- 
mation on the matter leading up to. and 
the status of the case will supplied 
on application, by the headquarters of 
the United Garment Workers of America 
Bible House, New York. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 158—By Delegate D. BD. 
Driscoll of the Masachusetts State 
Branch of the A. F. of L: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Unton 
of Quincy, Massachusetts, called atten 
tion of the delegates to the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the Mas- 
sachusetts State Branch A. F. of L. 
held at Holyoke. October, 1909. that 
there are three thousand or more em- 

loyed in the ship-bullding industry in 
hat city unorganized. asking that an 
organizer be appointed for «ix monthe« 
in the district of the City of Quincy to 


ously main- 
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organize the unorganized, and build up 

the membership of the different unions 

in that vicinity: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 

cil of the American Federation of La- 

bor consider the question of sending an 

organizer for six months to that dis- 
c 


The committee recommend that the 
resolution be adopted. 


A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. Delegate Coughlin 
discussed the question at some length, 
and urged that all the navy yards on 
the Atlantic Coast be considered in the 
resolution, and moved as an amendment: 

That the organizer, if appointed by 
the American Federation of Labor, be 
instructed to take care of all the ship- 
yards along the Atlantic Coast. Sec- 
onded.) 

Vice-President Duncan discussed the 
question and suggested that each in- 
ternational organization having members 
employed in the shipyards, be urged to 
take up the matter and appoint organ- 
izers to do the work suggested in the 
resolution. 

Vice-President Duncan moved, as an 
amendment to the motion that the mat- 
ter be referred to the national and inter- 
national unions affiliated with the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, and that 
they be recommended to co-operate in 
the work of organizing the men in the 
shipyards. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Hynes discussed the question 
at length, and stated that the best way 
to organize the men in the shipyards 
would be to have the work done by dis- 
trict organizers, in co-operation with the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
international organizations affected. 

Delegate Wilson (James), stated that 
the organizations of the metal trades 
were doing everything possible to or- 
ganize the men in the shipyards, and 
that they expected to continue organ- 
izing. He stated that the organizations 
in the iron industry had spent a great 
deal of money in organizing the men 
employed in the fron trades In the ship- 
yards, and that they were prepared to 
spend a great deal more. He opposed 
the motion to refer to the international 


organisations. 
The question was discussed further by 
Delegates Coughlin. Hynes, Botterill, 


and Vice-President Duncan. 
Delegate Roderick moved as a substl- 
tute that the matter be referred to the 
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Executive Council, with instructions 
that the Executive Council take such 
steps as will result in the formation of 
a marine department. He stated that 
the plan would bring the officers of the 
national and international organiztions 
affected together. 


President Gompers—If such a depart- 
ment as Delegate Roderick speaks of is 
discussed, it should be as the marine 
construction department. 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan was carried, and the mo- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 133—By W. A. Sexton, 
U. B. of C. and J. of A: 


WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. a special assess- 
ment was levied on all International 
Unions affiliated for organizing ure 
poses in Los Angeles, Cal., and a fund 

the neighborhood of sixteen thousand 
dollars was created by this assessment; 

WHEREAS, A special organizer was 
appointed and sent to Los Angeles to 
take charge of the situation. After 
nearly two years’ trial this organizer 
has shown conclusively to a large ma- 
jority of the organized workers of Los 
Angeles that he is not the man for the 
Place; and 

WHEREAS, During the past year local 
unions and the Building Trades Council 
have appealed to the Executive Officers 
of the A. F. of L. and their respective 
International Officers asking for the re- 
moval from Los Anceles of special Or- 
ganizer Arthur A. Hay, and as yet their 
requests have not been complied with: 


and 

WHEREAS, Without the confidence of 
the organized workers, the time and 
money spent by Organizer Hay has been 
nearly, if not wholly, wasted, and the 
dissatisfaction existing does much to 
impare the usefulness of the labor move- 
ment in Los Angeles; and 

WHEREAS, The President and Execu- 
tive Councils report show that there has 
been several calls for organizers 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada that have not been filled: and 

WHEREAS, Organizer Hay has not ob- 
tained the desired results, and the 
special assessment has been exhausted; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Offi- 
cers of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
remove Arthur A. Hay from the position 
of Organizer in Southern California. 


The committe reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 138: Your committee re- 
commends that it be referred to the 
Executive Council, and also that, ff pos- 
sible, a hearing be granted to the 
parties interested before the close of 
the Convention, no hearing having been 
held upon the subject. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
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JOHN J. GRIFFIN, 

JOHN J. KEPLER, 

D. D. DRISCOLL, 

THOMAS McGOVERN, 

T. W. McCULLOUGH, Secretary; 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from Governor Herbert 8. Hadley, 
of Missouri, inviting the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to hold its next Con- 
vention in the City of St. Louis. 

A telegram addressed to Delegate 
Charles W. Fear, from Governor Had- 
ley, was also read, containing the same 
invitation. 

Similar invitations were also read 
from Mayor Frederick H. Kreismann, of 
St. Louis, and from the Convention 
Bureau of the Business Men’s League of 
the City of St. Louis. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OR- 
GANIZATION. 


Delegate Perham, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows: The 
_ committee recommends that Resolution 
No. 128 be referred to the Committee on 
Adjustment. 

After a short discussion by Delegates 
Healy and Comerford, the recommenda- 
tion of the committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 144—By Delegate 
James B. Connorsof Illinois State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Switchmen’s Union 
of North America, recornized and char- 


tered by the american Federation of 
Labor, has, by virtue of the owers 
of the parent body been vest with 


jurisdiction over all men identified with 
this particular branch of the transporta- 
tion service; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Trainmen, an organization primar- 
ily intended to embrace the brakemen 
only, has seen fit to arrogate to itself 
rights and privileges neither consistent, 
equitable or just; and 

WHEREAS, The unchecked trend of 
this rule or ruin policy of the Brother- 
hood of Railway Trainmen in attempt- 
Ing to rsuade the Switchmen to_dis- 
regard their oath of allegiance, and de- 
sert their organization and the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor as well; there- 


fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Delegates to 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation, in regular ses- 
sion assembled, demonstrate their loy- 
alty, not only to the cause of trade 
unfonism, but to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as well by a public recog- 
nition of the fact that the recognized 
jurisdictional extent of any organization 
as determined by the American Federa- 


tion of Labor, will be religiously main- 
tained and observed; and be it still 
furtber 
RESOLVED, That, in conformity 
with this principle, the Delegates to 
the Twenty-nin Annual Convention, 
representing the workers of the North 
American Continent, declare the Switch- 
men’s Union of North America the only 
bona-fide organization having jurisdic- 
tion over Switchmen, and request that 
the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor use their good offices to u 
upon organizers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to act in concert with 
the representatives of the Switchmen’s 
maintenance of thelt wasted Mut a 
o eir ves 
privileges. rights and 


The committe recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


Resolution No. 150—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Mark & Haas 
of St. Louis, Mo. manufacturers of 
Jacket Rabbit Brand Clothing.” has 
some six weeks ago, in direct violation 
of a signed agreement, locked out over 
1,000 of its employees, members of the 
United Garment Workers of America; 

WHEREAS, Court injunctions, hired 
strike-breakers, armed detectives and all 
manner of National Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation methods have been adopted to 
compel those locked out to return to 
work and cease their fight against said 
OT HBIGEA 

8, The lockout Is on at th 

present time, and the & of the firm 
of Marx & Haas are sold In the various 
Industrial centres; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates from 
the various cities and towns in the 
United States report this matter back 
to their respective bodies. and all infor- 
mation on the matter leadin up to, and 
the status of the case will be supplied 
on application, by the headquarters of 
the United Garment Workers of America 
Bible House, New York. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 158—By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of the Masachusetts State 
Branch of the A. F. of L: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union 
of Quincy. Massachusetts, called atten- 
tion of the delegates to the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the Mas- 
sachusett« State Branch A. F. of L. 
held at Holyoke. October, 1909, that 
there are three thourand or more em- 
ployed in the ship-bullding industry in 
hat city unorganized. acking that an 
organizer be appointed for «ix months 
in the district of the City of Quincy to 
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organize the unorganized, and build up 
the membership of the different unions 
in that Vicinity: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor consider the question of sending an 
organizer for six months to that dis- 
ric 


The committee recommend that the 
resolution be adopted. 


A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. Delegate Coughlin 
discussed the question at some length, 
and urged that all the navy yards on 
the Atlantic Coast be considered in the 
resolution, and moved as an amendment: 

That the organizer, if appointed by 
the American Federation of Labor, be 
instructed to take care of all the ship- 
yards along the Atlantic Coast. Sec- 
onded.) 

Vice-President Duncan discussed the 
question and suggested that each in- 
ternational organization having members 
employed in the shipyards, be urged to 
take up the matter and appoint organ- 
izers to do the work suggested in the 
resolution. 

Vice-President Duncan moved, as an 
amendment to the motion that the mat- 
ter be referred to the national and inter- 
national unions affiliated with the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, and that 
they be recommended to co-operate in 
the work of organizing the men in the 
shipyards. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Hynes discussed the question 
at length, and stated that the best way 
to organize the men in the shipyards 
would be to have the work done by dis- 
trict organizers, in co-operation with the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
international organizations affected. 

Delegate Wilson (James), stated that 
the organizations of the metal trades 
were doing everything possible to or- 
ganize the men in the shipyards, and 
that they expected to continue organ- 
izing. He stated that the organizations 
In the fron industry had spent a great 
deal of money in organising the men 
employed in the fron trades in the ship- 
yards, and that they were prepared to 
spend a great deal more. He opposed 
the motion to refer to the international 


organisations. 
The question was discussed further by 
Delegates Coughlin, Hynes, Botterili, 


and Vice-President Duncan. 
Delegate Roderick moved as & substi- 
tute that the matter be referred to the 
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Executive Council. with instructions 
that the Executive Council take such 
steps as will result in the formation of 
a marine department. He stated that 
the plan would bring the officers of the 
national and international organiztions 
affected together. 


President Gompers—If such a depart- 
ment as Delegate Roderick speaks of is 
discussed, it should be as the marine 
construction department. 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan was carried, and the mo- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 133—By W. A. Sexton, 
U. B. of C. and J. of A: 


WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. a special assess- 
ment was levied on all International 
Unions affiliated for organizing pur- 
poses in Los Angeles, Cal., and a fund 

the neighborhood of sixteen thousand 
dollars was created by this assessment; 

WHEREAS, A special organizer was 
appointed and sent to Los Angeles to 
take charge of the situation. After 
nearly two years’ trial this organizer 
has shown conclusively to a large ma- 
jority of the organiz workers of Los 
Angeles that he is not the man for the 
place; and 

WHEREAS, During the past year local 
unions and the Buil Ing rades Council 
have appealed to the ecutive Officers 
of the A. F. of L. and their respective 
International Officers asking for the re- 
moval from Los Anreles of special Or- 
ganizer Arthur A. Hay, and as yet their 
requests have not been complied with; 


WHEREAS, Without the confidence of 
the organized workers, the time and 
money spent by Organizer Hay has been 
nearly, if not wholly, wasted, and the 
dissatisfaction existing does much to 
impare the usefulness of the labor move- 
ment in Los Angeles; and 

WHEREAS, The President and Execu- 
tive Councils report show that there has 
been several calls for organizers 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada that have not been filled: and 

WHEREAS, Organizer Hay has not ob- 
tained the desired results, and the 
special assessment has been exhausted; 
therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Offl- 
cers of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
remove Arthur A. Hay from the position 
of Organizer in Southern California. 


The committe reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 138: Your committee re- 
commends that it be referred to the 
Executive Council, and also that, ff pos- 
sible, a hearing be granted to the 
parties interested before the close of 
the Convention, no hearing having been 
held upon the subject. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
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that the report of the committee be con- 
‘curred in. 

Delegate Sexton—As the introducer of 
this resolution, I have no objection to 
its being referred to the Executive 
Council, but there is one part of the 
recommendation of the committee I do 
not like. The committee recommends 
that, if possible, a hearing be given dur- 
ing the Convention. I would like to ses 
this done before the adjournment of the 
Convention. If it cannot go before the 
Executive Council previous to adjourn- 
ment, I would like to have it referred 
to the committee that had it before. 

President Gompers—The Executive 
Council will take the matter up if it is 
referred to it. The members of the 
Executive Council are, every one of 
them, delegates to this Convention; they 
want to give their attention to the busi- 
ness of this Convention. A number of 
them are serving on committees, and 
they have other work to do when the 
Convention is not in session. The Ex- 
ecutive Council, since coming to To- 
ronto, has had five sessions. In our first 
report, we asked that you try to refrain 
from referring matters to the Executive 
Council to be considered during the ses- 
sions. We have had, apart from the 
Convention, the work the Executive 
Council is trying to do, and is doing, and 
is willing to do, to the fullest of its 
ability. 

Delegate French spoke in opposition to 
the resolution, and stated that the or- 
ganizer mentioned in it had been doing 
satisfactory work in Los Angeles. 

President Gompers stated that the 
merits of the question involved in the 
resolution could not be discussed on tho 
motion before the Convention. 

Delegate Lynch—I appeared before 
the committee. I am entirely satisfied 
with the report of the comimttee, and 
would be satisfied to have it go farther 
and say that there shall be no reflection 
on Mr. Hay. I am willing to go into the 
entire proposition, but rather than go 
into the Los Angeles situation, I con- 
sented to refer the mater to the Execu- 
tive Council, with the understanding 
that I would be given an opportunity 
to appear before the Council and submit 
my case. I also submitted that it 
should give an opportunity to the man 
who is accused to be heard, to state his 
case. 

Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—I was in 


Los Angeles a few weeks ago. I Was 
also there five years ago. I know the 
conditions that exist in our craft. The- 
conditions to-day are 100 per cent. better 
to-day than they were four years ago, 
and it is due to the work of your repre- 
sentative in Los Angeles. 

President Gompers—The introduction 
of the resolution carries with it no cen- 
sure. If you are permitted to enter int> 
a defence of Mr. Hay, the right will ne- 
cessarily have to be accorded to anybody 
who makes a complaint. The chair can- 
not therefore permit any discussion or 
eulogium of Brother Hay. 

Delegate Kelly spoke of the campaign 
for the eight-hour day that has been 
started in San Francisco, and stated that 
the co-operation of all the cities on the 
western coast was necessary, and urged 
that organization work be carried on in 
Seattle, Los Angeles, and other cities. 

Delegate Sexton, in discussing the 
question, said that he would be satisfied 
to have the matter referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, or to any committee the 
Convention might appoint. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate DeVeaux, a member of the 
committee. 

On motion of’ Vice-President O’Con- 
nell, debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Railroad Employees’ Department,” 
the committee reported as follows: 
Your committee favors the formation of 
closely allied organizations into indus- 
trial departments, by this means further 
perfecting organization and making it 
possible to organize more effectively and 
economically, and to bring about a more 
scientific means of aggression and de- 
fence. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Organization,” the committee reported 
as follows: Your committe recommends 
that the Executive Council continue to 
take such action as the funds of the 
Federation will permit in furnishing or- 
ganizers to localities where their servces 
are most needed. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of Presi- 
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dent Gompers, under the caption, “Or- 
ganization and Growth,” the committee 
reported as follows: Your committee 
congratulates the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and the inter- 
national, national, and local organiza- 
tions affiliated, upon the successful stand 
they maintained against the industrial 
exploiters when they sought to reduce 
wages during and after the so-called 
panic of 1907; also upon the increase in 
membership shown by the international 
and national organizations. The affili- 
ated organizations have shown the em- 
ployers during the past three years, that: 
education along economic lines has 
made the organizations more compact: 
and more capable of preventing an in-: 
dustrial crisis from being thrust upon 
them. 

We heartily endorse that section of 
the President’s report that has been re- 
ferred to. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

H. B. PERHAM, Chairman: 
W. D. MAHON, 


ROADY KENEHAN, 
T. V. O’CONNOR, 


FRANK GEHRING, 
P. C. WINN, 

E F. WARD, 

HA. J. CONWAY, 

Cc. W. AGNEW, 

J. J. PFEIFFER, 
G. 


A. HALLY, 
J. J. HYNES, 


HARRY DE VEAUX. 
C. H. LEE, Secretary; 


On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee, as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
LUTIONS. 


Delegate Frey, Secretary of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 64—By Delegation, In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Seamen of the Great 
Lakes have been on strike for the last 
seven months, about 9,000 men, includ- 
ing sailors, marine firemen and marine 
cooks, being involved; and 

REAS, These unlon men have, 
during the last two sailing seasons, 
been compelled to struggle against con- 
ditions, alike detrimental to the service 
and unendurable by them as men, sought 
to be imposed upon them by an organl- 
zation of vessel owners, known as the 
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Lake Carriers’ Assoclation. This 
struggle really began in April, 1908, by 
the Lake Carriers’ Association declaring 
for the so-called “open shop,” and al- 
most immediately followed this action 
by establishing employment offices, 
through which all seamen employed by 
them were to be engaged. he condi- 
tions of such engagement being the re- 
nunciation of affiliation with any organi- 
zation of labor. Not feeling satisfied 
that such renunciations as they obtained 
were genuine, the ship-owners, in a 
large number of instances, made it a 
condition of employment that the men 
already employed, or seeking employ- 
ment, must make affidavit that they are 
not now, nor will they be, afflliated with 
any organization of labor while earning 
their bread as seamen. Still feeling that 
men might be willing to make such il- 
legal davit in order to continue in 
employment at times when employment 
in other avocations was scarce and dif- 
ficult to obtain, and that, after all, they 
needed some stronger, and, in their 
opinion, more enduring means of abso- 
lute control over seamen, they sent spe- 
cial representatives to Great Britain, 
with a view of investigating, and, if suit- 
able to their purpose, employing a sys- 
tem which had been used by the ship- 
owners of that country for the same 
purpose as they themselves had in view. 
hese representatives returned, and evi- 
dently reported that the English Shi 
ping Federation, Limited, had been the 
means in that country of depriving the 
seamen of such hope and faith as, for 
a long time, was sufficient to prevent 
any efficient organization amongst them, 
and at the same time reducing the wages 
to such figures that it has been found 
increasingly impossible to induce white 
men to ship. and as a result, 65,000 
Chinese and Lascars are now employed 
on British vessels. The Lake Carriers’ 
Association determined to adopt. this 
system, and impose it upon all its mari- 
time employees. The main features of 
this system are: A certificate of mem- 
bership in the Shipping Federation, 
Limited, containing an agreement in 
writing to serve under any terms and 
conditions imposed by the ship-owner; 
a registration of name, age, personal ap- 
pearance, signature, if any visible per- 
sonal peculiarities, such as birthmarks, 
scars or other still more effective means 
of identification: an industrial passport, 
the holder of which Is to be thus ident!- 
fied, and a system of character marks, 
such as the master of a vessel may 
choose to give, and upon which future 
employment or non-employment is to 
depend. The seamen of the lakes were 
made acquainted with the purpose of the 
Lake Carriers’ Association by author- 
ized statements and interviews published 
in the daily press, concerning a so-called 
“welfare plan” which the Lake Carriers 
proposed to inaugurate, and were in- 
formed, from the same source, that it 
was modelled upon the system employed 
by the British ship-owners. The seamen 
knew only too well what this system 
would mean to them, partly from the 
officials of the British Seamen’s unlons, 
partly from official documents issued by 


the British Government, partly because 
many of them had suffered under it 
prior to having made their escape from 
it, and also from confessions made by 
the manager of the English Shipping 
Federation, Limited. They knew that 


all liberty would vanish, and life become 
unbearable under that system, and 
therefore, in April, 1909, by a unani- 


mous vote, the seamen decided they 
would not work on any vessel, the owner 
of which insisted upon the seamen 
agreeing to what the ship-owners are 
Pleased to call a “welfare plan.” The 
ship-owners had themselves acknow- 
ledged it to be a copy of the notorious 
Shipping Federation. In fact, it is de- 
cidedly more vicious than even the Eng- 
lish system in this, that the lake boo 
was to be subject to revocation by any 
ship’s officer at any time for. any reason 
or no reason, such revocation being ab- 
solute black list and exile from the call- 
ing. Not even the ship’s owner had the 
power to return or replace it. 

In the struggle which has gone on 
this season, and which still continues, 
a large number of the skilled seamen 
of the lakes have left the calling, and 
are liable to be a permanent loss to the 
merchant marine of the country; human 
lives have been sacrificed, and damage 
to property, amounting to millions of 
dollars, has occurred, owing to the in- 
capacity of the men employed as strike- 
breakers; and 

WHEREAS, The Seamen have now 
been on strike seven months, and de- 
clare it as their determination that they 
will continue to strike until the ship- 
owners of the lakes cease their effort 
to impose the so-called “welfare plan” 
upon them; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
that the strike of the seamen on the 
Great Lakes be endorsed: that they be 
given the moral support of all organized 
abor, and that they deserve the active 
sympathy and support of all liberty- 
loving men; and further 

RESOLVED. That, as financial support 
may ultimately be needed by the Sea- 
men, the American Federation of Labor 
hereby pledge such financial aid as the 
laws provide and the Executive Council 
may approve. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Furuseth stated that Mr. J. 
Havelock Wilson, M. P., President of 
the British Seamen’s Union, was present 
in the Convention; that he had been in 
the United States for several months, 
and could give at first hand a great deal 
of information concerning the conditions 
mentioned in the resolution. 

A motion was made, and carried, that 
Mr. Wilson be given the privilege of 
the floar. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


President Gompers—The chair would 
say that the gentleman you have invite 
to address you has been the organizer 
of the great Seamen’s Union of Great 
Britain, with its international affilia- 
tions. The work done by Mr. Wilson 
will live in history. Mr. Wilson was a 
fraternal delegate from the British 
Trades Union Congress to the Conven- 
tion of the Federation of Labor, held in 
Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Wilson is a mem- 
ber of Parliament, but when the call 
came for a more thorough organization 
of the seamen of the United States and 
Canada, he deemed it of greater im- 
portance to come from Parliament and 
devote his energies and talent to the 
organization of the seamen. I have the 
pleasure of presenting our fellow- 
unionist, Mr. J. Havelock Wilson. 

Mr. Wilson addressed the Convention 
at some length, and said in part: I ap- 
preciate very much your kindness in 
giving me the opportunity of explaining 
to the delegates present what the Ship- 
ping Federation of Great Britain really 
means. Twenty-one years ago the sea- 
men of Great Britain were not organ- 
ized. As a result, they received sweat- 
ers’ wages, and were paid as low as 
fifteen dollars a month. On that they 
were expected to maintain their wives 
and families. They organized, and in 
two years were able to build up a mem- 
bership of 80,000. The ship-owners did 
not take the movement very seriously 
for the first years, because they had had 
experience in previous years of many 
futile attempts on the part of the sea- 
men to organize. These previous at- 
temps had generally ended in failure, 
but they discovered that a solid organi- 
gation of seamen had been established. 
and then they laid their plans to break 
it up. They started what is known as 
the Shipping Federation. They estab- 
lished in every port throughout the 
British Islands Federation offices, and 
made it compulsory upon every seaman 
seeking employment to be engaged 
through the employers’ free labor office, 
and provided, in addition, that every man 
must carry a certificate similar to this 
I hold in my hand, stating practically 
that he was a non-union man. We 
fought that vigorously, and for twenty 
years have been fighting it. 

The officials of the Shipping Federa- 
tion are always on the watch for men 
they believe to be identified with the 
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Seamen’s Union. When those men 
present themselves for employment, the 
officials of the free labor offices whisper 
in the ear of the captain not to take 
them. After fifteen or sixteen years of 
that kind of persecution the seamen of 
Great Britain have been subjected to, 
you can well'imagine the serious effect it 
has had on the Seamen’s Union in the 
old country. It has reduced our mem- 
bership from 18,000 to 25,000. The only 
men who have remained true and loyal 
to their organization were those who 
were good trades unionists at heart. 


The Shipping Federation have gone so 
far that they degrade the men by com- 
pelling them to be examined as though 
they were being purchased like cattle. 
They have even gone to the extent of 
stamping on the back of the men’s 
hands the fact that they have passed 
the medical test. I have here a fac- 
simile of the stamp. It is placed on the 
back of a man’s hand to show that he 
has passed the test of the medical ex- 
amination of the Shipping Federation. 
I would like to know if there is any 
other class of workingmen in the world 
who have been degraded to that extent. 


Mr. Wilson spoke at some length of 
the International conference of the ship- 
owners held in London in 1908, where 
representatives of the ship-owners of the 
United States were present and decided 
to adopt the system of the British Ship- 
owners. He stated that in the United 
States it was called the “Welfare Plan.” 
He spoke in detail of the methods em- 
ployed by the Seamen’s Union in America 
to keep the membership intact during the 
recent period of depression. He stated 
further that, In spite of the efforts of 
the Lake Carriers’ Association, the or- 
ganization had remained intact. Con- 
tinuing, Mr. Wilson said: 


During the present year the ship- 
owners of the lakes, under instructions 
from London, commenced operations by 
asking every seaman before being en- 
gaged to accept and carry a book, known 
in England as the Federation Book, but 
on this side as the Lake Carriers’ Asso- 
ciation Discharge Book. When a man is 
engaged on a ship he must produce this 
book. There is entered in it his name, 
the name of the ship, the time of his 
engagement, and at the end of the voy- 
age the master of the ship has a right 
to enter, in a column especially set 
apart for the purpose, the character he 


intends to give the seaman. A man may 
have years of good service to his credit 
and then, through some small conflict 
with a captain, have his book marked 
“Decline to report,” or “Bad,” and if he 
presents that book to another ship, he 
will be turned down. The Lake Car- 
riers’ Association claims the book is 
their property and that they can deprive 
a man of it at any time they see fit. All 
along the lake the Lake Carriers’ Asso- 
ciation offices have been established, and 
no man js to be engaged on a lake vessel 
except through these offices. This is the 


. same system that has done so much to 


cripple the organization of the men in 
Great Britain and has done so much to 
demoralize and degrade the men of our 
country. This is the system the seamen 
of the Great Lakes are standing against, 
but the Shipping Federation intends to 
establish it throughout the world. 


It may be asked how far this policy 
may be carried, as affecting other work- 
ers. The International Ship Owners’ 
Federation has now declared that this 
policy shall be applied to the longshore- 
men in every part of the world as well 
as to the seamen. Every master steve- 
dore who contracts for the loading and 
discharging of ships, has to sign an 
agreement that every longshoreman en- 
gaged by him must be through the ship- 
owners free labor office, and every long- 
shoreman must carry the free labor pass 
books. If their efforts :re successful, 
these tactics will be employed to destroy 
other workingmen’s organizations aside 
from those engaged in the shipping in- 
dustry. We intend to fight this to the 
death. 

I have been absent now for five 
months from my Parllamentary duties, 
but I am very thankful to say it has 
been five months profitably spent. In 
three months I have organized, in the 
port of New York, 5,000 flremen and 
sailors sailing on British ships alone. I 
can organize them better here than on 
the other side, for there we cannot have 
a meeting unless the spies and spotters 
of the ship-owners are present to watch 
who goes in and out. On this side the 
men are not afraid of the spotters. We 
have resolved, as far as Great Britain 
is concerned, that either the Ship 
Owners’ Federation will go out of busi- 
ness or we will go out of business. It 
will be a fight to the death, because the 
men of the sea are not cowards; we will 
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go the pace every time. It may be 
necessary for the men of the lakes who 
have been practically on strike for two 
years to appeal to you for your support. 

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for 
your courtesy. 

Delegate Olander discussed the ques- 
tion at length, and In closing, said: We 
do not know how long this fight will 
continue. We have put up a very good 
fight, but when the end will come, I do 
not know; 9,000 of our men have been 
on strike since April of this year. There 
have been very few deserters. Our men 
have a great deal of patience. The men 
on the lakes know that when the offi- 
cials of th? Lake Carrier Association 
were boasting that they had imported 
this system spoken of by Mr. Wilson and 
intended to fasten it on us, that the 
men on the other side were being brand- 
ed like cattle, and we made up our minds 
there were going to be no marks on 
our men. A few more hardships added 
to what we have suffered are not going 
to bother us very much, but on account 
of the strength of our opponents and the 
powerful interests arrayed against us, 
we feel that ultimately some aid may 
be necessary from the labor movement 
of this country. The resolution we in- 
troduced asks you, if such action is 
necessary, that you will give it. We 
are not going to ask for anything if we 
can help it. for down in our hearts we 
have a feeling that we will be able to 
do the job alone. 


Delegate Furuseth—We are not appre- 
hensive that the ship-owners are going 
to have an ultimate victory. On the 
Pacific Coast many years ago we went 
up against that system and we ate it 
up. They tried to use the system against 
us, but they failed. There are some 
things that give the seamen an oppor- 
tunity better than many of you have in 
a struggle of this kind. We have been 
deprived of everything to such an extent 
that we stand upon the wharves strip- 
red; we have none of the tiles that bind 
the rest of you, for not ten per cent. of 
us have families. We simply do not 
earn enough money to support them. 
That gives us an opportunity the ma- 
joritv of you cannot take. When we 
go to prison no one cries, and when we 
cannot find something to eat in a legi- 
timate way by working on the ships. 
we can pick up a Hving somehow. I 
want to say these few words in order 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


that you may understand the kind of 
fight we have been compelled to put up, 
and that we are prepared to carry on 
They shall not begin their iron-bound 
industrial feudalism by imposing upon 
us the branding that was used by the 
ship-owners some four hundred years 
ago. I want to say to you men and 
women and to our employers that when 
they are through they will know they 
have been fighting, and there will be 
very little left of the little that now 
exists of the American Merchant Marine 
Seamen of the United States. 


President Gompers—On account of the 
selfish, short-sighted attitude of the 
powers in the merchant marine service, 
there has been largely eliminated the 
American seaman. Much complaint is 
heard of the inability of the United 
States Government to secure Americans 
in the naval service in the United States. 
You cannot recruit American men and 
boys into the naval service of the coun- 
try when the merchant marine of the 
country has eliminated the American 
boy and man. The attitude of the Lake 
Carriers’, Association in the last on- 
slaught is a long step towards eliminat- 
ing the American boy and man from the 
lake carrying service. It is that to 
which Delegate Furuseth refers in his 
closing sentence. The importance of the 
matter no one dare underestimate. I 
am confident that the Convention, and 
the thinking men and women who have 
the faintest conception of the struggle, 
will be on the side of the seamen. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried by unanimous 
vote. 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, Owen Miller, and Joseph 
Winkler, of the American Federation of 
Musicians: 


WHEREAS, The Third Assistant Post- 
master-General has ruled that organize- 
tions cannot pay for subscriptions of 
members for their official journals from 
the common funds of the organization, 
but must collect from each individual 
member, leaving each member free to 
take such official journal or not: and 

WHEREAS, This ruling, if enforced, 
will undoubtedly result in the suspen- 
sion of publication of most of the offl- 
cial fournals of organized labor: and 

WHEREAS, Judging from recent de- 
velopments of the powers that be. to 
suppress free press and speech, this de- 
cision seems to be but another link 
added to the chain that is gradually 
being forged to abridge the fredom of 
press and speech, more especially when 
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same applies to organized labor: there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 28th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor that we emphatically protest this 
decision of the Third Assistant Post- 
master-General, on the ground. that it is 
evidently a concerted effort to muszle 
the Labor press, the only champion of 
.the rights and liberty of the masses; 
-and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
this Federation be instructed to forward 
a copy of this resolution to every mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives and 
-the United States Senate, coupled with 
‚a request to take this matter up with 
the proper officials with a view of hav- 
«in the aforementioned decision an- 
nulled. 
_ The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 6, when amended, 


to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegates Joseph 


N. Weber, Owen Miller, and Joseph 
Winkler, of the American Federation of 


Musicians: 
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WHEREAS, The Third Assistant Post- 
master-General has ruled that organiza- 
tions cannot pay for subscriptions of 
members for their official journals from 
the common funds of the organization 
but must collect from each individu 
member, leaving each member free to 
take such official journal or not; 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that we protest against 
this decree, and that the subject matter 
be referred to the Executive Council, 
with instructions to endeavor to have 
said rule modified, or if need be, to have 
the law on the subject properly amended. 

The resolution as amended by the 


committee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 30 was reported by the 
committee, and after some discussion re- 
ferred back to the committee for fur- 
ther consideration. 


At 12.00 o’clock the Convention was 
adjourned, under the rules, to reconvene 
at 2.00 o’clock p.m. 





EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order 
at 2.00 o’clock p.m., Tuesday, November 
16th, President.Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Franklin, Quesnel, 
Smith (J. Ts: Walsh, Rickert, Schwars, 
Call, Tracy (Wm. J.), Goltra, Paravicini, 
McCarthy, Manlove, Mahon, Freel, 
Evans, Ottinger, Lawyer, Hatch, Calvert, 
McKinstry, Thompson, Tucker, Tooker, 
Archer, Martin, Ferguson, Anderson, 
Roberts, Voll, Smith (A. M.), Mawbray, 
Leibowich. 

Delegate Kelly received unanimous 
consent to refer communications from 
San Francisco locals to the Executive 
Council. 

President Gompers—The chair desires 
to say that there has just been handed 
to him an Associated Press dispatch 
stating that Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison 
and Gompers may not have to appear 
in Washington before the District Court 
of Appeals before next Monday. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 

LUTIONS. 

Secretary Frey, for the Committee, 
ecntinued the report as follows: 

Resolution No. 116—By Delegate Sam 
De Nedry, C. L. U. District of Co- 
lumbia: 


REAS, The inauguration of the 


WHE 
President of the United States, upon 


March 4, of the year following his elec- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, Weather, as a rule, at 
that time of the year is of such charac- 
ter as to endanger the life of the Chief 
Magistrate, and those attending upon his 
induction into the office, by reason of 
illness incident to the stormy condition 
of the weather; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor heartily endorses the 
proposition to change the inauguration 
of the President of the Unit States 
to a more suitable date, and respectfully 
urges the Congress of the United States 
to take the necessary steps looking 
toward said change; and 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
directed to present a copy of this reso- 
lution to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives 
of the United States. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate O’Brien opposed the adoption 
of the resolution, and stated that it had 
no place in a Convention of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate De Nedrey spoke at length 
in faver of the resolution. 

Del&.ate Dold—I move that the reso- 
lution be laid upon the table. 
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The motion was seconded, but not car- 
ried, 67 votes being cast in the affirma- 
tive and 80 in the negative. 

Vice-President Duncan, Chairman of 
the Committee, spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee. 


The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 115—By Delegate F. J. 
Hayes, of the United Mine Workers of 
America: 


WHEREAS, A state of warfare exists 
in the City of Salem, Mass., between the 
Cass & Daley Co., and the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union, on the one side and 
the Lasters’ Union of the United Shoe 
Workers of America on the other, 
brought about by the introduction of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union 
Stamp in said factory; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the in- 
troduction of this stamp in said fac- 
tory at the time the United Shoe Work- 
ers’ Union was conducting a strike for 
better wages and conditions, Is not in 
accord with the aims of organized labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor here- 
by orders an investigation of the meth- 
ods used by the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers’ Union in organizing stamp factories, 
with a view to determining whether such 
methods are consistent with the prin- 
ciples of the American Federatipn of 
Labor, and to discover the underlying 
cause of the dispute now existing be- 
tween the members of the Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ Union and the United 
Shoe Workers of America; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Unton be re- 
quested to withdraw the Union Stamp 
from the factory of the Cass & Daley 
Company until such time as the in- 
unction issued against the striking 
asters in sald factory shall have been 
Gissolved. 

The committee recommended non-con- 


currence in the resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
ine report of the committee be concurred 

Delegate Hayes (F. J.), spoke in favor 
of the resolution. Delegates Tobin 
(J. F.), Hallinan, Spraggon, Harshbar- 
ger, Mitchell and Vice-President Duncan 
opposed the resolution. Delegates Barnes 
and Botterill discussed the question 
briefly In a general way. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted by unanimous vote. 


The committee recommended that reso- 
lution No. 71 be amended by striking from 
the last paragraph the words “are com- 
monly” and inserting in Neu thereof the 
words, “have sometimes been,” the reso- 
lution, as amended, to read as follows: 
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Resolution No. 71—By Delegates M. 
O’Sullivan, T. J. Butler and R. G. M. 
Ross, of the Sheet Metal Workers’ In- 
ternational Alliance: 


WHEREAS, By Act of Congress of the 
United States and subsequent rulings of 
the Post Office Department, rade 
Union” and “Fraternal Society” publi- 
cations, distributed under the Second- 
Class Privilege, are denied the privilege 
of carrying general advertisements 
their columns, except where subscrip- 
tions are made by individual members 
direct to the office of publication; and 

WHEREAS, Said Act and subsequent 
rulings are wholly unjust, seriously 
detrimental and apparently inaugurat- 
ed for the purpose of depriving bona- 
fide publications of a rightful privi- 
lege; and 

WHEREAS, At the present time the 
Post Office Department is conducting 2 
series of investigations among Trade 
Union publications with the view of 
compelling a strict adherence to the 
letter of the law as applied to Second- 
Class Entry: be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed by this Convention 
to use every influence within its power 
to have Congress amend the Acts of 
July 16th, 1894, and June 6th, 1900, to 
the extent of allowing Trade Union 
publications to carry advertisements 
where the subscription price for same is 
paid through a monthly per capita tax 
or similar provisions as have sometimes 
been practised by trade unions or fra- 
ternal societies. 

The committee recommended the adop- 


tion of the resolution as amended. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 109—By Delegate Chas. 
A. Cullin, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Massachusetts State 
Branch, A. F. of L. and the Boston 
Central Labor Union are engaged in an 
agitation whose aim is to arouse the 
State of Massachusetts to aid worthy 
citizens in establishing for themselves 
homesteads, with garden farms. This 
movement is akin in its scope and ben- 
evolence to that which is working well 
and satisfactorily in France, Roumania, 
and certain cities of England. It finds 
a counterpart in the action of the United 
States Government in opening up 
millions of acres of her land and appro- 
priating millions of money to place the 
people as land and home-owners. As 
the home is the basis of good govern- 
ment and economic happiness, it should 
be free from incumbrances, open to sun- 
shine and alr, free from crowding and 
intrusion. A garden should be part of 
a home A man or woman never need 
fear being out of a job if he or she 
owns a homestead with half an acre 
of garden, full of vegetables, plants, 
fruits, poultry. ete. A garden-truck 
farm homestead of one acre can earn 
a family from $400 to $300 a season, 
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and while the head of a family can ride 
to his work at his trade each day in 
the city, whilee caring for his little 
home farm in the-suburbs during his 
spare hours. This movement will re- 
lieve the congested district of its curse, 
disease, vice and crime, all due to con- 
gestion, unsanitation, unwholesome liv- 
ing and depressed mentality. It will 
mean cheaper rent, lower cost of living, 
more healthful environment, less sick- 
ness and death among the people, and 
a more progressive and stable citizen- 
ship; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor, ap- 
prove the action of the Massachusetts 
Branch of the A. F. of L., and the Bos- 
ton Central Labor Union, in this move- 
ment, and urge all State Branches to 
introduce similar activities in their sev- 
eral States, to the end that the wage- 
earners may be aided to establish them- 
selves in their own homesteads, with 
garden farms. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

After a brief discussion by Delegate 
Driscoll, the recommendation of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 111 be amended by strik- 
ing from the last paragraph the words, 
“moral and financial support,” and in- 
serting in lieu thereof tre words, “‘sup- 
port and to be helpful financially,’ the 
resolution when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 111—By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor, of the International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The General Assembly of 
Tllinois, at its last session, enacted a 
law limiting the hours of women’s work 
in factories, laundries nad mechanical 
establishments to ten in every twenty- 
four: and . 

WHEREAS, This Act was passed to 
limit the sweating of women in the in- 
dustries of the State of Illinois for the 
protection of the motherhood of our peo- 
ple: and 

WHEREAS, Women workers being 
largely unorganized are helpless against 
the greed of employers, and if not pro- 
tected by the State are forced into un- 
fair competition, and become underbid- 
ders against their fathers and brothers 
in the labor market, to the injury of all 
organized labor In this country and to 
the social injury of the whole people; 


and 

WHEREAS, Judge Richard S. Tuthill, 
as Chancellor in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County, has declared unconstitu- 
tional this Act of the last Legislature 
of Illinois, known as the Ten-hour Law 
for Working Women, and has issued an 
injunction against the enforcement of 
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the said law; and 

WHEREAS, A ten-hour limit in each 
day for working women in factories has 
been the law of England for over sixty 
years, and in the State of Massachu- 
setts for over thirty-five years, during 
which period twenty-seven States of 
this United States have enacted similar 
laws, and the Supreme Court of the Unit- 
ed States has expressly held such legis- 
lation constitutional in the celebratei 
case. of Muller vs. Oregon; therefore, 

e 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates 
to the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
do hereby pledge our support and to be 
helpful financially to our sisters, the 
organized working women of Illinois, 
who are leading this fight for the women 
of their State. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of resolution as amended. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 117—By Delegate Sam 
De Nedrey, Washington (D.C.) C. L. U.: 


WHEREAS, The bona-fide residents of 
the District of Columbia have for man 
years ben deprived of the right of suf- 
frage and active participation in self- 
government; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that this con- 
dition should not exist, and that to 
longer deprive the residents of our Na- 
tion’s Capital from the exercise of the 
ballot to be a menace and a standing 
invitation to restrict the voting privilege 
of the residents of the States; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L, In 
Twenty-ninth Convention assembled, to 
request the Senators and Representa- 
tives from the various States to enact 
the necessary legislation to restore to 
the residents of the District of Co- 
lumbia the right of franchise. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 119—By the Journey- 
men Barbers’ Delegation: 


WHEREAS The International Typo- 
graphical Union has participated in na- 
tional, state and local tuberculosis ex- 
hibits, having its own exhibit at the 
Washington Congress held under the 
auspices of the International Anti-Tu- 
berculosis Association, and also an ex- 
hibit at the Seattle Exposition: and 

WHEREAS, This union has_distri- 
buted thousands of pamphlets at na- 
tional, state and local exhibits, contain- 
ing instructions to the people In com- 
bating the great white plague; therefore, 

t 


RESOLVED, That this Convention en- 
dorse the educational work in the tuber- 
culosis crusade carried on by the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, and com- 
mend it to the attention and emulation 
of our afflliated bodies. 
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The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 122 be amended by strik- 
ing from the first line of the resolution 
the word “first, and inserting after the 
word “Sunday,” the worus “preceding the 
first Monday,” the resolution, as amend- 
ed, to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 122—By Delegate 
Frank Morrison, of the International 
Typographical Union: 


WHEREAS, The churches and the 
clergy are taking a growing interest 
in the study of the labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, Many of the ministers of 
the various denominations are indicating 
that interest, in part, by a public discus- 
sion in their pulpits of the problems 
of the toilers; and 

REAS, It would be an advantage 
to both church and labor to select & 
special day upon which the attention 
of all classes may be concentrated upon 
the questions which concern the toilers; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Sunday preced- 
ing the first Monday in September be 
officially designated by the American 
Federation of Labor as “Labor Sun- 
day,” and that the churches of America 
be requested to devote some part of this 
day to a. presentation of the labor ques- 
tion; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the various central 
and local labor bodies be requested to 
co-operate in every legitimate way with 
the ministers who thus observe Labor 
Sunday, seeking, with them, to secure 
as large an audience of workingmen and 
others as posible. 

The committee recommended the adop- 


tion of the resolution as amended. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 124 be amended by strik- 
ing from the resolution the words, “the 
prevailing rate of wages,” and inserting, 
“a rate of wage commensurate with the 
services performed,” the resolution, as 
amended, to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 
Mat. Comerford and Michael Murphy, of 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, as an employer of labor, 
should set an example for States, munt- 
cipalities and individual employers in 
dealing with those in its service. In 
this age of industrial progress the rich 
and powerful Government of the United 
States should be the very first to recog- 
nize the just claims of the skilled work- 
men in its various departments; and 
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WHEREAS, It is a well-established 
fact that the very opposite of this con- 
Gition obtains, and in many localities 
the United States Government is recog- 
nized as a very harsh employer, refus- 
ing to pay even the prevailing rate of 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The Steam Engineers in 
the employ of the Government are t 
receiving from 50 cents to $1.50 per day 
less than men in like positions are be- 
ing paid by municipalities and by indi- 
vidual employers in commercial plants: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be requested to bring this matter 
to the attention of the Government off- 
cials, with a view to having the engi- 
neers in the various departments ve 
a rate of wage commensurate with the 
services performed. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate De Nedrey discussed the 
resolution, and urged that other trades 
be included in the recommendation. 

Delegate Ross moved as an amend- 
ment that the resolution be referred back 
to the committee with instructions to 
include other trades. (Seconded) 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Sprague, O’Brien and Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. 


The amendment offered by Delegate 
Ross was lost. The motion to adopt the 
report of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 126—By Delegate Sam 
de Nedrey, of the C. L. U., District of 
Columbia: 


WHEREAS, The estate of General 
George Washington, known as Mount 
Vernon, is owned and controlled by the 
Ladies’ Mount Vernon Association, and 
by reason of such control it is necessary 
to exact a fee of twenty-five cents from 
each visitor in order to maintain and 
preserve the estate; and 

EAS, We recognize and re 
clate the labors of those patriotic 
women who devoted themselves to the 
tesk of securing funds by public contri- 
bution by which the estate was pur- 
chased from the Washington heirs, and 
thus saved and restored to its present 
beautiful condition: nevertheless, we be- 
lieve that the Government of the United 
States should control the home and 
burial place of the great man, who was 
“First in war, first In peace, and first 
in the hearts of his countrymen”: there- 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Twenty-ninth An- 
nual session assembled, is heartily in 
favor of the maintenance of this estate 
by the Government, under such rules 
and regulations as may be prescribed by 
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the President of the United States, to 
the end that admission to the grounds 
and buildings may be absolutely free to 
the general public; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we do hereby peti- 
tion the Legislature of the State of Vir- 
ginia, having jurisdiction over the char- 
ter of the said Mount Vernon Ladies’ 
Association, and the Congress of the 
United States to take such action as will 
accomplish this result. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 132—By Delegate 


Matthew Woll, of the International 
Photo Engravers’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
has time and again endorsed the move- 
ment among wage-earners for an eight- 
hour workday for men and women alike, 
and to-day realize more forcefully than 
ever the great injustice imposed upon 
the women wage-earners of the State of 
Illinois, and such other States not hav- 
ing laws limiting their hours of em- 
ployment by permitting of their ex- 
ploitation by greedy and unscrupulous 
employers because of want of remedial 
legislation and lack of organization; and 

WHEREAS, Many of the sisters and 
daughters, and perhaps the wives, of 
some of the members of the Trades 
Union movement are included in this 
great group of unprotected workers; 
now, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, assembled in the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention, re- 
affirms its position as to the urgent need 
and absolute necessity of remedial legis- 
lation, tending to limit the hours of toil 
and labor of the women wage-earners 
throughout the American Continent, is 
in accord with the judicial expression 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, wherein it holds constitutional 
the principle of regulating the working 
hours of our women wage-earners, in 
order that American womanhood may be 
preserved, and deeply regrets an inferior 
court in the State of Illinois should, by 
writ of injunction, estop the enforcement 
of a humane law—a legislative mandate 
held constitutional by the highest ju- 
dicial authority in the land: and further, 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its executive 
officers, assist the women Wage-earners 
of INlinois in every possible and advis- 
able manner, to the end that this prin- 
ciple of social and economic legislation 
may prevail in this State, and further, 
call upon every affiliated trade and fed- 
erated union, unionist and sympathizer 
to exercise all the influence, power and 
control they may be possessed of over 
any and all women wage-earners under 
their care, or guardianship. related to 
them in blood, by law, or friendship, to 
the end that every woman wage-earner 
may and will become affiliated with the 
Wnman’s Trade Union movement. 

The committee reported as follows: 


The subject matter contained in the reso- 


lution has already been concurred in by 
your convention in the adoption of Reso- 
lution No. 111. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 


Resolution No. 184—By Delegate P. J. 
McArdle, of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Associ- 
ation of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 
and the Tin Plate Workers’ International 
Protective Association have been on 
strike for four and one-half months 
against the establishment of the s0- 
called “open shop” (non-union) policy 
of the United States Steel Corporation; 


a 
HT WHEREAS, This strike bids fair to 
extend into or through the winter 
months, thus necessitating the expendi- 
ture of large sums of money to sustain 
the 5,000 men engaged in this strike; 


and 

WHEREAS, Such sums are not at the 
disposal of the organizations mentioned; 
therefore, it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention re- 
commend to the Executive Council that 
it levy, in accordance with Article XIII., 
Section 1, such assessments as in its 
judgment the exigencies of the case 
require. Funds thus raised to be di- 
vided pro rata between the organizations 
involved. 

The committee recommended that the 


resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor for their consideration, subject 
to the provisions of Article XII, Sec- 


tion 7. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 185—-By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and 
Juita Iglesias of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, We are in the process of 
changing the meagre and poor Spanish 
education received by the Porto Rican 
workingman during 400 years for a 
more extensive one a8 now used by the 
international world, and which is so 
typic and progressively represented by 
the American labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, It is our keenest desire 
and our most ardent wish to have Porto 
Rico share in the enlightenment and 
civilized methods and ideas which have 
informed trade unions for three or four 
generations, and to attain same it is 
absolutely necessary to translate into 
Spanish your thoughts and ideas, your 
conception of liberty, your methods, 
your aspirations and hopes, and the 
struggle you are sustaining for the ad- 
vancement and welfare of mankind; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that some- 
thing of a more practical nature has 
to be done to place our workinemen 
*n closer touch with the different phases 
and aspects of the American labor life, 
we have thought of nothing more an- 
propriate than a newspaper, which shall 


“st 


undertake the publication in Spanish of 
everything connected with labor under 
the auspices of the American Federation 
uf Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The National and Inter- 
national unions are forwarding from 
their headquarters by mail to thefr re- 
spective local, organizations a large 
amount of matter, such as circulars, 
notices, literature, papers and journals, 
which, by reason of being written and 
printed in the English language, and 
in some cases in German, cannot be 
understood by Porto Rican workingmen; 
an 

WHEREAS, The postage paid in for- 
warding such amount of reading matter 
from headquarters to local unions in 
Porto Rico represents a large expendi- 
ture, besides other expenses of printing, 
etc., without reaping the desired results 
of education and promoting the welfare 
of the labor classes at large, and especi- 
ally, of the membership of every unlon; 


be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, now gathered in assembly, that 
the officers of the National and Interna- 
tional unions are hereby required to for- 
ward to the representative of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in Porto Rico 
copies of all papers, circulars, notices 
and resolutions, etc., intended for pub- 
lication, as well as one copy of the offi- 
cial journal or other newspaper pub- 
lished in the interests of any labor or- 
ganization, for translation into Spanish 
and publication in the official organ of 
the Free Federation of Workingmen, 
Tnsular Branch, San Juan, Porto Rico; 
and be it 

RESOLVED, That, to defray the ex- 
penses incurred in such translations, and 
in order to carry out the necessary im- 
provements in the aforesaid newspaper, 
which will be a Spanish publication. 
rinted in the interest of the American 

ederation of Labor, and its afflliated 
organizations, making of it an entirely 
genuine official labor paper, with a large 
circulation, not only in Porto Rico, but 
in Cuba, South and Central America and 
among the Spanish-speaking population 
of North America, a special fund for 
such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, Is 
hereby created by imposing a per capita 
of a quarter of a cent per member on 
every affiliated National and Interna- 
tional Union, for one time only; and 
e 

RESOLVED. That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
entrusted and charged with the collec- 
tion of such per capita of a quarter of 
a cent per member, same to be in his 
possession not later than four months 
from date: and be it further. 

RESOLVED, That the amount so col- 
lected shall be invested as aforesald 
under the supervision of the President 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


The committee reported as follows: 
Your committee non-concurs in the reso- 
lution and recommends that the subject 
of their publication of their official 
documents in the Spanish language be 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, 


referred to the national and internation- 
al unions for their consideration. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 138—By Delegations of 
International Typographical Unton, In- 


ternational Printing Pressmen and A» 
sistants° Union, International Photo- 
Engravers’ Union, Internaticnal Stereo- 
typers and Electrotypers’ Union, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, Certain provisions of the 
Copyright Law permit of two copies of 
all foreign works being imported free 
of duty by libraries and educational in- 
stitutions in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It has come to the know- 
ledge of the Allied Printing Trades that 
the above provisicns are being manipu- 
lated by certain importers of art works 
who cater to the wealthy elements im- 
bued with an Anglophobia germ which 
has created within their minds the ides 
that there is not sufficient skill among 
the mechanics in the Allied Printing 
Trades of North America to satisfy 
the aesthetic tastes of these wealthy 
faddists; and 

WHEREAS, Such practice works to 
the detriment of the American workmen. 
who are thus placed in competition with 
the low wages of Europe, tending to 
degrade the standard of American liv- 
ing: and 

WHEREAS, The present conditions of 
the United States tariff and the Copy- 
right Law permit and have resulted in 
from four to six millions of art books 
coming into the United States, partly 
and in some instances entirely free of 
duty; that is, works printed in foreten 
languages free, and those printed in the 
English language at 25 per cent., which, 
by reason of the fact that European 
wages are about one-third of the Am- 
erican wage standard, defy fair compe- 
tition; and 


WHEREAS, The Allled Printing 
Trades of the United States and Canada, 
as represented at a meeting of the Joint 
Conference Board, have commissioned a 
committee of their board to investigate 
this entire matter by the collection of 
data and information, which will reveal 
to what extent the one hundred and 
fifty thousand men and women working 
in the printing crafts are affected by 
the abuse of the provisions of the Copy- 
right Law, together with the inadequate 
provisions of the tariff, which do not 
satisfactorily rotect American men 
and women against the low-wage stand- 
ard of Europe; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED. That this American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in this Twenty-ninth 
Convention assembled, does he en- 
dorse this proposed effort at investiga- 
tion on the part of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades of 
North America, and does hereby in- 
struct the Executive Council to render 
the said Joint Conference Board Com- 


mittee all possible assistance in the mat- 
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The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Coakley, Botterill, Glockling, Hard- 
ing, Lynch and McCullough. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 141 be amended by in- 
serting the words “corporations in,” 
after the word “by” in the sixth line of 
the Resolved, and striking out the words, 
“tn maintaining industrial conditions,” 
in the sixth and seventh lines, the reso- 
lution, as amended, to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 141—By Delegates Jos. 
N. Weber, Owen Miller and Jos. Wink- 
ler, of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians: 


WHEREAS, The great steel industry 
has succeeded in inducing the Congress 
of the United States of America to pro- 
tect that industry by a high tariff, on 
the ground that such protection was 
needed to mairtain the better industrial 
conditions alleged to prevail in the Unit- 
ed States of America; and 

WHEREAS, Instead of making any 
effort to maintain such conditions, the 
great corporation that controls the out- 
put of steel on the continent has 
scoured Europe, secured and esablished, 
to the exclusion of American labor, the 
cheapest in price and lowest in intelll- 
gence to be found on the Continent of 
Europe who have displaced American 
labor under conditions that are a dis- 
grace to civilization: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L. 
respectfully petition the Congress of the 
United States of America to appoint & 
special committee to investigate the 
methods employed by corporations in 
this industry: and If it is found that the 
tariff, instead of being used to maintain 
American industrial conditions, is en- 
tirely turned into the pockets of the 
owners, the tariff on steel be suspended. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution as amended. 

On motion, the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 147—By Delegate 
Agnes Nestor of the International Glove 
Workers’ Union of America: ° 

WHEREAS, It has been found impos- 


sible in many cities to secure meeting 
places of central and local labor bodies 


which are both congenial and con- 
venient: and 
WHEREAS, There is an increasing 


demanéd for suitable meeting places for 
unions composed of girls and women; 
an 

WHEREAS, Such suitable meeting 


- which shall be used 


places would help greatly in the organi- 
zation of women; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
appoint a permanent committee of 
fifteen, which shall take up the matter 
of encouraging the erection of labor 
temples in every industrial centre, 
for the regular 
meeting places of central and local labor 
bodies, and which shall become _ the 
centres for the physical, social, intellec- 
tual and moral development of the mem- 
bers of organized labor and their fam- 
flies; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That this committee seek 
the broadest information concerning the 
methods of construotin such abor 
temples, investigate an suggest the 
best methods of conducting them to the 
greatest good of the largest number, 
and to make them in every way worthy 
of the great cause which is represented 
in the trades union movement. 

RESOLVED, That a majority of this 
committee shall be trades unionists, 
that the committee serve without ex- 

nse to the American Federation of 

abor. 

The committee reported as follows on 


Resolution No. 147: While your com- 


‘mittee heartily endorses the building of 


labor temples, it does not approve of 
the appointment of a special committee 
as provided for in the resolution, and, 
therefore, recbmmends that the subject 
matter, the erecting of labor temples, be 
referred to the central labor bodies for 
their consideration. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 151 be adopted when 
amended by striking out the following: 
‘Resolved, That the Executive Coun- 
cll urge the appointment of an inspector 
to see that the provisions therein con- 
tained are enforced.” The resolution, 
as amended, to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 151—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, Millions of dollars are 
spent annually by the United States 

overnment in its Army, Navy, Postal 
and other departments for clothing, 
shirts, uniforms, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, These are usually given 
out under the contract system, irrespec- 
tive of conditions under which they are 
made, and frequently made under con- 
ditions where wages are low and the 
hours of labor long: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor use its influence and endeavors 
to have these various departments, in 
calling for future contracts, place a 
clause in said tenders or contracts 
which will call for an elght-hour work- 
day, sanitary conditions, and the pay- 
ment of the prevailing, or Union, rate 
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of wages in the locality where the said 
output is being manufactured. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 154—By Delegate Hugh 
Robinson, of the J. T. U. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The success of the Cana- 
dian Labor movement is, and has_ been 
largely due to the sympathetic’ and 
financial support extended to it by the 
various International Trades Unions, to 
whom it is so closely related; and 

WHEREAS, It is the desire to cement 
those relations still closer and closer 
into an indissoluble bond; and 

WHEREAS, The Canadian Labor 
movement appreciates, and is indebted 
to, the A. F. of L. for its active and gen- 
erous assistance in stimulating and pro- 
moting the work of propaganda and or- 
ganization; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention as- 
sembled view with approval and satis- 
faction the efforts of the A. F. of L 
to promote and advance the best inter- 
ests of the Canadian Labor movement, 
in their desire to more fully organize 
the wage-earners of the Dominion of 
Canada, and particularly those of the 
French-speaking race in the Province 
of Quebec, an that the Executive 
Council be commended for the steps 
taken to Increase the possibilities of 
successful results, and recommends that, 
as far as possible, the godd work begun 
be continued. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 157—By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch of the A. F .of L. 


WHEREAS, The Secretary of War of 
Wahington, D. C., is giving out much 
work from that department by contract: 
an 

WHEREAS, A resolution was present- 
ed and passed at the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the Massachusetts 
State Branch, A. F. of L., calling upon 
the American Federation of Labor to 
call to the attention of the Secretary of 
War to insist upon fair wages and con- 
ditions, when placing contracts for sup- 
plies, garments, hats, caps, shoes, etc.; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be requested to take up this mat- 
ter with the Secretary of War. 

The committee recommended concur- 


rence in the resolution. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEB 
ON SWEDISH STRIKE. 


Delegate Lynch, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 29th 
Convention of the A. F. of L.: 
Ladies and Gentlemen,—Your specia) 
committee, to which was referred the 
appeal of the Swedish workers for finan- 
cial assistance, begs to report as follows: 


Resolution No. 8—By Delegate John 
B. Lennon, of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Trade Unionists of 
Sweden are now and have been for some 
months in a general lockout; and 

WHEREAS, Said lockout was in no 
way brought on by any unjust demand 
or action of our Swedish brothers, but 
was precipitated by the combined em- 
ployers in order to destroy the ve ef- 
fective trade unions of Eweden; an 

WHEREAS, The toilers of Sweden 
etill remain solid and determined to 
maintain their unions, in order to pro- 
tect and promote their interests as wage- 
earners; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the 29th Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. extend to 
our Swedish brothers our very best 
wishes for their success, and pledge 
them our fullest support, both morally 
and financially; and further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. be and are hereby 
directed to issue a circular to all unions 
in the United States and Canada, urging 
contributions for the Swedish workers. 
in order that starvation shall not force 
them into submission; and further, 

RESOLVED, That Bro. Tholin, of Swe- 
den, be extended the privilege of the 
platform to explain the Swedish altu- 


ation. 
In substitution for the foregoing your 
committee subinits the following: 


We enter our protest against and exe 
press our condemnation of the iniqui- 
tous purpose of the combined Swedish 
Manufacturers’ Associations to crush 
out, through the most brutal and tyran- 
nicaf methods, the trade union movement 
in Sweden, and we voice our great ad- 
miration for the fortitude and deter- 
mination of our Swedish brothers in the 
maintenance of their trade union or- 
ganizations. This expression of confi- 
dence in each other, of loyalty to prin- 
ciple and of capability to withstand the 
tremendous pressure that the manufac- 
turers exert are at once an inspiration 
ta the tollers of the world, and a certain 
indication that victory will in the end 
be with the trade unionists of Sweden. 

As to financial assistance on the part 
of our trade union movement to our 
Swedish brothers, your committee has 
given to that subject the most careful 
thought and consideration. We have 
canvassed the various methods which 
were suggested and which promfsed to 
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‚be fruitful, and we believe we have 
reached a conclusion which, when made 
effective, will bring to the aid of the 
Swedish workmen that best kind of 
sympathy from their American brothers, 
the sympathy that is expressed in the 
brand of ammunition always necessary 
to the sustenance of such a movement as 
that in which the Swedish workers are 
now engaged—money. We considered 
the ability of the Federation to assist 
immediately, but we found this could 
only be brought about through a direct 
appropriation from a treasury already 
dangerously low, or through an assess- 
ment to be levied by the Executive 
Council, not permissible under our con- 
stitution, and wuich, in view of assess- 
ments levied thus far during the year 
and assessments that may be necessary 
during the coming year to sustain our 
own movement, would not be productive 
of the best results, nor be either wise or 
expedient. We, therefore, recommend 
the following: 


That, in addition to the circular thus 
far sent out, the Secretary of the A. F. 
of L. prepare in condensed form a state- 
ment based on the explanation of the 
Swedish trade union difficulties made by 
the representative of the Swedish Fed- 
eration of Labor, Mr. Clanes bh. Tholin, 
by Delegate Frey, of the Iron Moulders’ 
Union, and by President Gompers, this 
statement to be printed in pamphlet 
form, together with the report of this 
committee, in sufficient number to sup- 
ply all local trade unions, state bodies 
and central bodies on the North Ameri- 
can continent; that an adequate supply 
of these -pamphlets shall be forwarded 
to the national and international head- 
auarters of each of our affillated unions, 
with the request that they in turn trans- 
mit copies of the pamphlet to their su- 
bordinate unions; that the Secretary of 
the A. F. of L. forward coples of the 
pamphlet to State and city central 
bodies and Federal labor unions, and 
that the main feature of the circular, 
aside from the contents as outlined, 
shall be an appeal to our unions for 
immediate financial assistance for our 
Swedish brothers; that whatever dona- 
tions are made shall be forwarded to 
the Secretary of the A. F. of L. at 
Washington. D. C., he in turn to trans- 
mit the amounts received to the fiduciary 
officers of the Swedish Federation of 
Labor. and to later forward to each 


union contributing an itemized list of 
such contributions. 

We suggest that the printing of these 
pamphlets be given early attention, and 
we urge upon the officers of all affillated 
organizations the necessity for promptly 
forwarding the pamphlets to their local : 
unions. 

In this case, he who gives quickly, 
gives twice. - 

And your committee expresses. the 
earnest hope that the amount contri- 
buted will be at once a credit to the 
American trade union movement and of 
material assistance to the Swedish 
trade unionists in bringing their present 
movement to a pronounced and unquali- 
fied success. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


JAMES DUNCAN, Chalrman; 
DANIEL J. TOBIN, 

T. L. LEWIS, 

J. MAHLON BARNES, 
JAMES M. LYNCH, Secretary. 

Delegate Lynch moved the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers—Mr. Tholin, before 
leaving Toronto, commissioned me to ex- 
press his gratitude on behalf of himself 
and the Swedish people for the consid- 
eration given him by the Convention. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LABELS. 


Delegate Agnes Nestor, Secretary of 
the Committee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 13—By Delegates E. 
Lewis Evans and Anthony McAndrew, 
of the Tobacco Workers International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, One of the great essen- 
tials In the promotion of the interests of 
Organized Labor rests in the patronage 
of the products produced by Union 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, A lar~e number of the In- 
ternational Unions have adopted a Label 
to be used as a mark of distinction, dis- 
tinguishing the union js roduct from the 
non-union; and 

WHER«t 8, Success in the creation of 
the largest possible deman. for products 
bearing the Jnion Label depends upon 
the energy from all sources concentrated 
to that end; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED. That all the commission- 
ed organizers be hereafter commissioned 
as Label Agents in addition to their com- 
mission as organizers: be it further 

RrSOLVED. That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor, when 
issuing commissions, shall so style them 
as to unite the duties of Organizer and 
Label Agent: be it further 

RESOLVED. That the instructions for 
the guidance of such commissioned offi- 
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cers shall carry with them explicit ad- 
vice for the promotion of the Union 
Label and union labeled products; be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That such commissioned 
officers shall, when making their reports 
to the office of the American Federation 
of Labor fill in a special department of 
said report information relative to the 
strength of the position that union 
labeled products hold in the various 
places visited by them. 

Resolution No. 14.—By Delegates E 


Lewis Evans and Anthony McAndrew 
o£ the Tobacco Workers’ International 


Union: 

WHEREAS, Experience has {ully dem- 
onstrated the value of a Union Label to 
most of our International Unions; and 

WHEREAS, A much ereater benefit is 
obtainable to our movement by a greater 
patronage of products bearing the Union 

; and 

a OREREAS, The Tobacco Workers 

have a Blue Label, which is placed upon 

ion-made tobaccos, an 

el EREAS, Union-labeled tobacco 18 
not receiving the support that it should 
from the members of trade Unions, 
which is evidenced by the fact that the 
Trust has now control of 90 per cent. 
of trade in manufactured tobaccos, hav- 
ing gained 10 per cent. of the total out- 
put during the last two years, which is 
easily preventable at the hands of the 
members of this Federation, and pre- 
sents a sorrv spectacle of the consist- 
ency of the members of our trade 
unionists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That tobacco bearing the 
Union Label is entitled to a larger share 
of patronage by the members of this 
Federation than it has heretofore re- 
ceived: be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of this 
Federation of Trade Unions are earnest- 
ly requested and urged to lend their un- 
restricted assistance to the Tobacco 
Workers through a continued demand 
for tobaccos bearing the Blue Label. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolutions. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Union Label Trades Department,” the 
ccmmittee reported concurrence. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concur-ed in. 

On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Union Label Law Digest,” the commit- 
tee reported concurrence. 

On motion the report of the committee 
Was concurred in. 

On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“We Don’t Patronize,” the committee re- 
ported concurrence. 


On motion, the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 2—By the L T. U. De- 
legation: 


RESOLVED, That the officers and or- 
ganizers of international unions and 
the organizers of the A. F. of L. and 
the Executive Council of the A F. of 
L., in traveling throughout the coun- 
try, use their influence in order to 
bring pressure upon hotel proprietors 
to substitute union made hotel regis- 
ters and printing for the non-union 
printing and non-union registers now 
in use in so many instances. 

The committee recommended concur- 


rence in the resolution. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 3—By the L T. U. De- 
legation: 

WHEREAS, Many perlodical publica- 
tions, both weekly and monthly, are 
offered for sale by subscription or on 
news stands, many "of these publica- 
tions the product of non-union printing 
offices; and 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in convenient 
pamphlet form for west pocket refer- 
ence a list of these quarterly, monthly, 
and weekly publications produced un- 
der union and non-union conditions; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists 
inform themselves as to the union and 
non-union status of the various pub- 
lications before purchasing any, and 
in order that they may have correct in- 
formation that they secure from the 
headquarters of the International Typo- 
graphical Union a copy of the pamph- 
let in question. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 9—By the I. T. U. De- 
legation : 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment is now and has for many 
years engaged in printing free of cost 
corner cards on envelopes when order- 
ed in quantities of five hundred and 
upward; and 

WHEREAS, The contract for this 
printing has always been let to non- 
union, wage-cutting business concerns, 
and is, therefore, inimical to the inter- 
ests of the fair employers and the 
members of the printing trades union 
crafts: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we protest against 
the practice outlined, and we urge up- 
on the United States Government that 
{: should either do its printing in its 
own printing cffice or go out of the 
business altogether; 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council give this matter such atten- 
tion as will be of assistance to the 
movement now under way in taking 
printing of the class mentioned out of 
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the labor exploiting printing offices, to 
which the contract has always been 
awarded. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Homer 
D. Call and August Molter of the A. M. 
C. and B. W. of N. A.: 

WHEREAS, The label and shop card 
of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Worxmen of North America re- 
presents products dressed under fair 
and sanitary conditions and by union 
men; and, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled in Toronto, Canada, do re-endorse 
the label and shop cards of the Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Wcerkmen of North America; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That all members of 
such affiliated unions are requested to 
demand the union label on meats and 
abattoir products he or she may pur- 
chase, and that the union shop card is 
displayed in all markets where such 
meats are sold, thereby showing his or 
her loyalty to the cause of unionism. 


The committee recommended concur- 


rence in the resolution. 
On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 43.—By Delegate L. A. 
Gardner, of the Warren, Pa, C. L. U.: 


WHEREAS, It is the sense of this 
convention that the struggle for the 
emancipation and recognition of or- 
ganized labor will be greatly advanced 
by the conscientious application of 
all personal expenditures in the sup- 
port of the demand for the products 
of union men; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That each member of an 
organized labor union be, and the same 
are hereby admonished, to purchase no 
article of wearing apparel, or any 
other commodity, which does not bear 
the Union Label of the respective 
trade employed in the manufacture of 
such articles. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 63—-By Delegates R. 


Glockling and James W. Dougherty of 
the Internationel Brotherhood of Book- 
binders : 

WHEREAS, The value and utility of 
the Union Label. as an organizing factor, 


{s firmly established among trades union- 
ists: and 


WHEREAS. The International Brother- ° 


hond of Bookhinders has the greatest dif- 
ficulty in organizing that branch of thetr 
craft, technically known as “Stock Blank 
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Work,’ and to which the Allied Printing 
Trades Council Label does not apply, sucn 
as ordinary day-books, journals, plain 
ledgers, blotters, exercise books. cash 
books or any class of books without print- 
ing therein, by reason of the fact that 
such class of work is produced largely 
by cheap foreign labor, and to a large 
extent on a sweatshop basis; and 

WHEREAS, Much of this clase of work 
is constantly in use in the offices of our 
International, State, Central and local 
labor organizations; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in its Twenty-ninth Con- 
vention assembled, hereby recommend 
that all International, State, Central, Lo- 
cal and Federal: Unions, together with all 
offices of all departments of the Federa- 
tion itself. do encourage to the extent of 
their ability: the use of the ‘‘Bookbinders’ 
Blank Book Label’ by demanding such 
blank books as bear the label of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Bookbinders; 
and do further recommend that all labor 
journals do aid and encourage, through 
their columns, the use of the same. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution, 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 
Resolution No. 84—By Delegates Chris. 


Kerker and Henry Koch, of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union of America : 


WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Internationa] 
Union of America represents bread and 
other bakery and confectionery goods 
made under fair and sanitary conditions, 
honest wages, living houre, and by union 
men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union of America is the only proof of 
same, as it distinguishes unlon from non- 
union or trust-made products; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assembled, 
re-endorse the label of the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union of America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and is hereby re- 
quested to ask for the union label on all 
products he or she may purchase, there- 
by showing or proving his or her loyalty 
to the cause of unionism in a substantial 
manner. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution, 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 9—By W. D. Mahon, C. 
O. Pratt and Ben Commons, by instruction 
of the Convention of the Amalgamated 
Association of Street and Electric Rail- 
way Employes of America: 
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WHEREAS, There are now over 60 union 
labels representing the different trades 
and tiei: product, and owing to this great 
number cf different labels, it makes it 
almost impossible for the individual per- 
son to remember or familiarize himself 
with the same, and because of the great 
number and the misunderstanding on part 
of the workers, many of these Jabels area 
from time to time infringed upon and 
counterfeited; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby declare in 
favor of one universal label for all affill- 
ated organizations, and that the Executive 
Council be instructed to prepare such label 
and to furnish it to the organizations of 
the trades and crafts that use labels, and 
the same to be the recognized union label 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On mct!on the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 1077—By Delegate J. Taze-. 


laar, of the Brotherhood of Painters and 
Decorators : 


RESOLVED, That all International 
Unious affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be requested to add to 
their rituals and initiation ceremonies in- 
structions to the candidates initiated the 
necessity of patronizing union products; 
that in the opening and _ closing cere- 
monies the attention of all members be 
called to the union label; that the Inter- 
nationals be requested to Insert in their 
constitutions, or recommend to their Con- 
ventions, or to the membersilip by rete- 
rendum vote, that a section be inserted 
in their Constitutions and By-laws thet 
the members patronize Union Label pro- 
ducts, recognize union store cards, but- 
tons, etc.; and be it 

RESOLVED, That they be requested to 
instruct the organizers not to leave the 
platform when addressing meetings w th- 
out calling attention to the Union Label. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 108—By Delegate S. 
Leibowich of the Mineral Waterworkers 
Federated Local Union No. 12674: 


WHEREAS, The label of the American 
Federation of Labor is being used on dif- 
ferent products: and 

WHEREAS, There is no control upon 
such labels to prevent the unscrupulous 
business man from taking off the label 
from a union-made product and replacing 
it upon an entirely different or a similar 
non-union made product: and 

WHEREAS, The establishment of a sys- 
tem by which each label could be traced 
ns ta the locality it was jraued or the 

t it was to be used upo , 
prevent the above mentioned abuse: there- 
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fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all labels of the A. 
F. of L. should in the future beer a serial 
number; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
keep records of the numbers of labels is- 
sued to each organization, as well as the 
locaiity, and the product such labels ale 
to be used for. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution, 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 112—By Delegate J. T. 
Carey, of the International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers: 


WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers has been engaged 
in a gigantic struggle to resist any reduc- 
tion in wages as forced upon them by a 
powerful Corporation; and 


WHEREAS, The Print Paper Trust, bet- 
ter known as the International Paper 
Company, are now employing a system of 
spying on their employes to gather all 
information as to who belongs to a trade 
union and exacting of all their workmen 
that they will not belong to any trade 
union; and 


WHEREAS, The International Paper 
Company maintains a blacklist against a 
large number of workmen for no other 
cause than that they had been active 
workers in their respective organizations; 
an 

WHEREAS, Sald International Paper 
Company has, and still does, exact of 
numerous workmen that they rigen an 
agreement not to belong to any trade 
union while in their employ, and have dis- 
charged workmen for no other cause than 
attending a Convention of their respec- 
tive organizations; and 


WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Make's issues a unbon 
label, which is attached to bundies and 
rolls of paper; and 

WHEREAS, Numerous trades unions 
end friends have requested that the label 
be used in addition to the above, the 
union label water mark to be used in the 
finer grades of paper, such as bo k. w-t-- 
ing, bond, and ledger paper; therefore, 
be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, endorse as union label the water 
mark union label of the International 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers, and all In- 
ternational organizations, State branches, 
central bodies and local unions are here- 
by requested to give all the assistance 
possible to the International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers in creating a greater 
demand for union label paper. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

The committee recommended concur- 


rence in the resolution. 
A motion was made and seconded that 
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the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

President Gompers, in speaking of the 
matter contained in the preamble to the 
resolution, said: If the company does as 
stated in the preamble, it is In direct con- 

ict with the representations made by 
khem, not only to the representatives of 
the American Federation of Labor, but 
to the Executive Council in session. 

Deiegate Carey discussed the question 
at length and stated that all the asser- 
tions made in the preamble to the reso- 
lution were true. A similar statement was 
made by Delegate Tazelaar. 

Delegate Healy discussed the question 
briefly, and stated that the members of 
the Stationary Firemen’s organization 
worked under union conditions in the 
plants of the International Paper Com- 
pany. 

Delegate Tobin (D.J.), in discussing the 
question, stated that the teamsters in 
large .cities, who hauled the paper of the 
International Paper Company, worked 
under union conditions, but that it was 
due largely to the efforts of the news- 
paper publishers and the printing trades. 

Delegate Lynch moved that the resolu- 
tion be divided; that the preambles con- 
taining the allegations against the Inter- 
national Paper Company be referred to 
the Executive Council for investigation 
and consideration, and the other portion 
of the resolution be adopted, 

The motion was seconded and carried 
The preambles were referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and the remainder of the 
resolution was adopted. 


Resolution No. 98 (Resolution No, 3 of 
the U. L. T. D. Convention)—By Delegate 


Charles Dold, Piano and Organ Work- 
ers’ International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International Union of Ameri- 
ca has adopted a Trademark Label, in 
order that Union product may be dis- 
tinguished from non-union product; and 

WHEREAS, This Label has been re- 
peatedly indorged by the A. F. of L,, in 
its conventions, as the bona-fide Label 
to be used on all musical instruments, ex- 
cepting brass: and 


WHEREAS, Despite this declaration on 
the part of lahor’s highest tribunal, it is 
evident that many and prominent mem- 
bers of the Trade Union movement have 
disregarded the injunction contained in 
the indorsement of the Label of the 
Plano and Organ Workers’ International 
Union by the A. F. of L., by the pur- 
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chase of non-union or scab-made instru- 
ments; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on the part of 
any member of organized labor is high- 
ly inconsistent and extremely injurious 
to *the standing and progress of the la- 
bor movement. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention urge 
upon the members of all affiliated Trade 
Unions and their friends the necessity, 
in order to clearly establish the efficacy 
of the Trade Unions, the purchase of 
such musical instruments as bear the 
Label of the Piano and Organ Workers’ 
International Union of America. 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
Union Label Trades Department is here- 
by instructed to inform the members of 
the affillated unions in the next general 
circular, setting forth the purport and ob- 
jects of these resolutions. 

RESOLVED, Bhat a request be made 
upon the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. to in like manner present to the 
members of its affiliated unions, in a 
prospective future general circular, the 
urgent necessity of insisting on the 
Label of thea Piano and Organ Workers’ 
International Union of America. 


The committee reported that Resolution 
No. 98 had béen referred from the Con- 
vention of the Union Labe! Trades De- 
partment ,and recommended its adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 99 (Resolution No. 5 of 
the U. L. T. D. Convention)—By Delegate 


Charles Dold, Piano and Organ Work- 
ers’ International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International Union of America 
has for the past ten years made a de- 
termined and consistent effort to organize 
the employes of the musical instrument 
industry, seeking through such efforts to 
provide living wages and living conditions; 
an 

WHEREAS, These efforts have been 
strenuously opposed by what is known 
as the National Association of Piano 
Manufacturers, who at their conventions, 
have repeatedly declared for the “open” 
or non-union shop; and 

WHEREAS, Under the “open” or nom 
union shop policy, the wages of the em- 
ployes have systematically been reduc- 
ed, despite the ever-increasing cost of 
the necessities of life, the hours of labor 
prolonged and the general factory con- 
tions deteriorated: and 

WHEREAS, This combination of plano 
manufacturers, the National Association 
of Piano Manufacturers, is recognized as 
one of the most powerful employers’ as- 
sociations in existence, having millions 
of dollars at their disposal: and 

WHEREAS, This struggle of the em- 
ployees. must necessarily prove an un- 
equal one, owing to the unequal! state of 
financial resources: 
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RESOLVED, That the Union Label 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L, in 
convention assembled, do hereby present 
to the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L. the urgent necessity of immediately 
extending to the Piano and Organ Work- 
ers’ International Unions such aid and 
assistance as may be in their power. 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
presented to the Twenty-ninth Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. for thein 
adoption. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 149—By Delegates of the 
United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Shirt Waist, Waist 
and Laundry Workers’ International 
Union, by a referendum vote and a con- 
vention, decided to waive jurisdiction over 
all Shirt Waist, Shirt, Collar and Cuff 
Cutters and Operators and all Stock 
Laundry Workers to the United, Garment 
Workers of America, retaining jurisdiction 
over none but purely custom, city or 
>ommerclal laundries; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 1909 Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, In 
view of the above amicable agreement be- 
tween these two organizations, endorse 
their action, and the Union Label of the 
United Garment Workers of America, as 
the only bona fide one on all kinds of 
shirts, collars and cuffs. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 146—By Delegates Ww. 
H. McKinstry of the Michigan Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Union Label ts admit- 
ted to be the chief guide to the pur- 
chaser in buying any product: and 

WHEREAS, We believe such Label 
should appear on all products made by 
members of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Local Unton of Saw 
Workers, located at Port Huron, and be- 
ing the only union of its kind in Ameri- 
ca, are desirous of so presenting to the 
consumer of their products; therefore, be 
it 


¢ 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. allow said Union 
to place the label of the A. F. of L, or 
one of their own design, upon all pro- 
ducts made by their members. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council to determine the proper label to 
be granted the Union referred to in the 
resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Nestor—The president and sec- 
retary of the Committee on Labels were 
instructed to draw up a conclusion to their 
report, but we have decided, if the dele- 
gates live up to all the ‘Resolves” we 
have passed here, that will be sufficient 
for our report, which is respectfully sub- 
bitted and signed by the committee. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


8S. L. LANDERS, Chairman: 
JOHN F. TOBIN, 

JOHN J. MANNING, 
JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 

E. LEWIS EVANS, 

MAX 8. HAYES, 

JERE. L. SULLIVAN, 
THOS. SWEENEY, 

J. W. DOUGHERTY, 

J. MAHLON BARNES, 
HOMER D. CALL, 
JACOB FISCHER, 
JOSEPH WINKLER, 
AGNES NESTOR, Secretary. 

On motion, the report of the committee 
as a whole, as amended, was adopted by 
unanimous vote. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.J—I move that a 
night session be held Wednesday. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Dold—I move, as a substi- 
tute, that a night session be held on 
Friday. (Seconded.) 

Both the motion and the substitute 
were lost. 

At 56.46 o’clock p.m., the Convention 


was adjourned to reconvene at 9.00 
o’clock a.m.. Wednesday, November 17th. 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


NINTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o’clock a. m., Wednesday, November 
17th, President Gompers in the chair. 


« ABSENTEES: Flynn, Brennan, Fee- 
ney, Price, Miller (Owen), Gernon, Mc- 
Givern, Paravicini, McCarthy, Braggins, 
Manlove, Mahon, Calvert, Thompson, 
Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Burkhart, 
Archer, Martin, Brunet, Roberts, Smith 
(A. M.), Mawbray, Bohn, Liebowich. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAW. 
Treasurer Lennon, Chairman of the 
committee, reported as follows: 


To the Convention: 


Your Committee on Laws, to whom 


was referred that portion of the Execu- 
tive Council’s report under the heading 
* Electrical Workers” and “ Protests 
and Appeals” submit the following re- 
port on the differences between the two 
factions of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. All parties 
at interest were given a full hearing. 
The committee held four sessions, three 
of them very long, hearing everything 
the contestants and protestants desired 
to submit. Your committe finds that 
the dispute and differences beween the 
two factions of the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers are in some particulars 
of long standing, and time, instead of 
healing the differences, has not im- 
proved them. Therefore, the exceeding 
great difficulty that confronted your 
committee in dealing with this question 
along lines that were hopeful of bring- 
ing harmony and unity among the or- 
ganized Electrical Workers of America. 


4 Your committee offers the following 
recommendations, with the hope that 


good results may follow along the line’ 
of consolidation: 


First—We recommend reaffirmation 
of the Denver agreement, which reads 
as follows: 


Memorandum of Agreement and Stipu- 
lation Entered Into by the Opposing 
Factions in the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, in Pursu- 
ance of the Report of a Special» Com- 
mittee Appointed by the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 


First—It is hereby agreed that a 
convention of all the locals of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers shall be called in St. Louis on 
January 18, 1909. Every local organiza- 
tion in good standing on September 15, 
1908, shall be entitled to representation 
in this Convention. 

Second—The officers of both opposing 
forces shall submit to the representative 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
appointed by President Gompers, a com- 
plete list of the organizations in their 
possession not later than Nov. 28, 1908. 
The list of organizations thus submitted 
shall be considered by both opposing 
forces as an official roster of the com- 
ing convention. 

Third—It is further agreed that both 
of the opposing forces will at once no- 
tify local unfons of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers of 
their desire that each local respond to 
the call for the sald convention to be 
held January 18, 1909, incorporating in 
the same, in concise form, the action of 
the Denver Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Fourth—It is further agreed that all 
suits at law or court processes of any 
character relating to the affairs of the 
organization shall be at once with- 
drawn. 

Fifth—It is further agreed that all 
necessary and legitimate expenditures of 
the ovposing forces of the organization 
shall be defrayed by the proper officers. 
signing warrants and checks in accord 
with the laws of the International 
Brotherhood. In case any questions 
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arise relative to the payment of any bill 
Which cannot be adjusted amicably by 
the fiscal officers, it is agreed that the 
same shall be referred to the convention 
of January 18, 1909, for final adjust- 
ment. 

Sixth—It is also further agreed that 
after the convention has been convened 
and the delegates have been seated in 
the convention as accredited delegates, 
the rules of the procedure and laws of 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers shall be taken as au- 
thority. 

Seventh—lIt is further agreed that all 
funds now on hand and those hereafter 
received by either side to this contro- 
versy shall be made a special trust fund 
and placed in a bank in Springfield, Illi- 
nots, said bank to be designated by Pre- 
sident Gompers. Funds now on deposit 
drawing interest shall not be trans- 
ferred to Springfield Trust Fund until 
after Interest is due and payable. 

Eighth—It is hereby further agreed 
that the action of the convention to be 
held in St. Louis, Mo., January 18, 1909, 
shall be accepted by both sides to the 
controversy as final and binding, to the 
end that the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers shall be main- 
tained in one complete organization. 

Ninth—It is also further agreed that 
the recommendations of the special com- 
mittee shall be complied with (a copy 
of which is hereby attached) where not 
specifically detailed in these stipulations. 

Tenth—It is hereby agreed by and 
between the opposing forces of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers represented by F. J. McNulty, 
Peter W. Collins, J. J. Reid, . WwW. 
Murphy, F. J. Sullivan, and J. E. McCad- 
den, that from this date there shall not 
be any suits at law or in equity filed by 
either of the aforesaid opposing forces, 
for any cause whatsoever, connecting in 
any manner the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers pending the 
convention to be held in St. Louis, Mo., 
January 18, 1909. 

Eleventh—It is hereby agreed that 
should the referendmu vote be against 
the holding of the convention on Janu- 
ary 18, 1909, a convention will be called 
at once In accordance with the constitu- 
tion of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 

(Signed) I. J. 


H. W. 

H. S. WHALEN, 

F. J. SULLIVAN, 

F. J. McNULTY, 
PETER W. COLLINS, 
8. J. FAY. 

FRANCIS J. SWEER, 
M. S. CULVER. 


Signed November 20, 1908. 
Witnese: M. GRANT HAMILTON. 


Second. That efforts be at once re- 
newed to effect a settlement under the 
terms of Denver agreement; 


Third. That President Gompers be em- 
powered to name one representative, 
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Mr. McNulty one representative, and 
Mr. Reid one representative, the ap- 
pointees must be trade unionists, the 
appointments to be immediately made, 
none of whom shall be Electrical 
Workers, to act In conjunction with the 
Electrical Workers of both factions in 
developing and effecting a final amal- 
gamation into one United Brotherhood; 

Fourth. Said committee of three shall 
have power to interpret the Denver 
agreement in order to bring unity of 
the Brotherhood, as provided by the 
spirit as well as the letter of the Denver 
agreement; 

Fifth. Said committee, if found neces- 
sary to effect a final and complete se..le- 
ment, shall provide for and bring about 
a convention of the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers on the lines provided 
in the Denver agreement prior to Sep- 
tember 1, 1910, on a date selected by the 
committee, in accordance with the laws 
of the Brotherhood, and said committee 
shall attend such covention in an advis- 
ory capacity, only such locals to be 
eligible to representation In the conven- 
tion as are in existence at this date. 

Sixth. The action of the joint conven- 
tion provided for shall be final and bind- 
ing on all matters, and amalgamation 
shall take place at said convention on 
terms provided by the department. 


Seventh. The committee of three pro- 
vided for in these recommendations shall 
meet with the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. at their first meeting held 
at Headquarters, after the close of this 
Convention, and shall report to the 
Council what, if any, progresss has been 
made in carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of the Denver agreement, and if 
either or both factions of the Electrical 
Workers have failed to promote the ad- 
justment of all differences which now 
divide the Brotherhood, the committee 
shall report the facts to the Executive 
Council, and the Council shall then take 
such definite action as the case war- 
rants: 


Eighth. Your committee recommends 
that the Executive Council of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor use all influ- 
ence in its power to aid, assist and ad- 
vise with the committee of three herein 
provided, for bringing to a success- 
ful termination the amalgamation of the 
two factions of Electrical Workers into 
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one United Brotherhood, as set forth in 
the agreement reached and ratified at 
Denver last year, and supplemented by 
this document, and the action of this 
Convention thereon. 


Fraternally submitted, 
JNO. B. LENNON, 
JNO. H. WALKER, 
THOS. A. RICKERT, 
LEE M. HART, 
J. TAZELAAR, 
THOS. VAN LEAR, 
O. P. SMITH, 
JNO. MANGAN, 


R. G. M. ROSS, 
JEROME JONES, 


W. H. McKINSTRY, 

HENRY OTT, 

E. KOVALESKI, 

JNO. A. VOLL, 

Committee on Laws. 
Treasurer Lennon—I move the adop- 

tion of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded. ) 


Delegate McNulty—I desire to ask the 
secretary of the committee one or two 
questions. The first is, Did your com- 
mittee find that the Brotherhood, as 
represented in this Convention, violated 
the agreement? 


Delegate Walker, secretary of the 
committee—The committee would rather 
avoid going into a discussion of what 
happened prior to this time. If you 
insist upon my opinion as to whether 
they violated the agreement or not, and 
the Convention desires to hear it, I will 
give it to you without question. 


Delegate McNulty—I want the decision 
of the committee as to whether we vio- 
lated the agreement. Did the committee 
consider that question? 


Treasurer Lennon, chairman of the 
committee—The committee considered 
it, and did not reach a decision. They 
did not consider it desirable that they 
should, when they were trying to bring 
about an agreement between the two 
factions. 


Delegate McNulty—Did the opposition 
agree to abide by this decision? 


Treasurer Lennon—As chairman of 
the committee, I want to say this, and 
I want to say it as plainly and clearly 
as I am capable of. This recommenda- 
tion of the committee reaffirms the Den- 
ver agreement, which was signed by 
both parties to this controversy. There 
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is no essential change in the recommend- 
ation of the committee now except in 
the matter of the machinery by which 
it is to be brought into effect. We take 
it from all the evidence submitted to 
the committee—both sides contending, 
without equivocation, that they have 
lived up to the Denver agreement—that 
therefore it was proper for the com- 
mittee to conclude and report their re- 
commendations without requiring the 
signature of either party to the con- 
troversy at this time. Neither party 
has signed this agreement, if you can: 
call it a new agreement at all 


Delegate McNulty—I am merely do- 
ing this to place our position fairly and 
squarely before this Convention. I want 
to see this trouble settled; I do not want 
to see it drag on for ten or twenty years. 
It is not meant as a reflection upon the 
committee or anybody connected with 
the case. I want to ask now, Does the 
committee believe the opposition will 
agree to this proposition? 


Delegate Woll arose to a point of or- 
der and stated that the questions were 
not pertinent to the matter before the 
Convention. 


President Gompers declared the point 
not well taken. 


President Gompers—Delegate McNulty 
asks the committee whether the repre- 
sentatives of those electrical workers 
represented by Mr. Reid and his asso- 
ciates have agreed to abide by the terms 
of the report. 


Delegate McNulty—I will waive that. 
I do not want to complicate the ques- 
tion. The Brotherhood as represented 
in this Convention entered into that 
Denver agreement honestly and sin- 
cerely; we lived up to every section of 
that agreement, and the report of the 
arbitrator selected by the American 
Federation of Labor speaks for itself as 
to who violated the agreement. No 
man connected with the Electrical Work- 
ers desires to see harmony prevail in the 
ranks mere than do I; that is desig- 
nated by my recommendation to our 
Convention held in Chicago in October. 
I recommended that seceding locals of 
our Brotherhood be reinstated upon the 


payment of one month’s per capita tax. I 
stand ready and willing to meet any 


representatives from the other side to 
bring about a settlement of this diffl- 
culty. The only question in my mind 
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is. will they live up to their agreement. 
They violated the other, and in my opin- 
ion, they will not live up to this. 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegates Maupin, McNulty and Dris- 
coll. 

Vice-President Mitchell in the chair. 

Delegate Lynch—I do not object to 
the report of the committee, but I want 
to know what we are going to do. If 
they are going to take the floor and 
have criminations and recriminations, 
they will be further apart than ever. I 
want to know if they will answer & 
plain yes or no to the question of 
whether they will agree to the proposi- 
tion, or whether they will debate the 
question. 


Delegate Walker, Secretary of the 
Committee—To debate the question will 
only tend to create bitterness and keep 
the factions apart, rather than bring 
matters to a satisfactory adjustment. 
I do not think Brother McNulty intend- 
ed to take any advantage in making the 
statement he did, but he made his state- 
ment so strong I was afraid the other 
side might feel they had to answer It. 
I hope they will not do so. 


President Gompers—I feel very 
strongly upon this subject. In the labor 
movement I play no favorites; I simply 
try to do my duty as I see it and as laid 
down by the laws and the policies of 
the American labor movement. I do 
not want one word discussed as to the 
merits of the controversy and all that 
has transpired, if it can be avoided. I 
regret very much that Mr. McNulty, at 
this stage of the proceedings, should 
have mentioned one word as to the re- 
cent history that caused the division and 
continued the division. I do not want 
even to express my opinion; I do not 
want to relate any one of the Incidents 
that led up to or continued the division, 
if it can be avoided, and it Is not neces- 
sary to the discussion of the recom- 
mendations of the committee; but it is 
necessary that we have something more 
than thin afr upon which to bulld a 
proposition of this character. I want 
the gentlemen representing the Elec- 
trical Workers unrepresented in this 
Convention to belleve me when I say it 
is not my intention to cast any reflec- 
tions upon them. But if this Conven- 
tion adopts the report of this commit- 
tee, upon what are we to hold even the 
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Organizations represented here and 
agreeing to it? I do not say they will, 
but have they not the right to say they 
did not become parties to the agree- 
ment? We propose to reaffirm the Den- 
ver agreement, which was signed by 
both sides. We shall not attempt to 
say who failed to live up to the agree- 
ment, but that it was not lived up to is 
a fact patent to everybody. And yet 
if the division continued, If the breach 
were not healed, if unity were not es- 
tablished with the written consent of 
both parties, have we not a right to 
insist that there shall be a moral agree- 
ment on the part of both parties to 
agree to the terms of the report? As 
far as the officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor are concerned, I invite 
the fullest discussion of this subject, 
but because of the large interests in- 
volved on both sides and because we 
want to establish unity and harmony in 
the ranks of the Electrical Workers of 
the country, I favor the report of the 
committee, providing the representatives 
of both sides stand on their honor 
pledged before this Convention to carry 
this agreement into execution. 

I move that Mr. Reid, representing the 
Electrical Workers unrepresented in 
this Convention, be requested to state 
whether he, for himself and his asso- 
ciates, will agree to the terms of this 
recommendation of the committee. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Vice-President Mitchell— Brother Reid, 
will you state, In response to the mo- 
tion of President Gompers, the attitude 
of yourself and your associates in re- 
gard to the report of the committee? 

Mr. Reid—Speaking for my assoctates, 
I have Indicated to the committee that 
we would accept the report of the com- 
mittee on our honor as men. and I sub- 
mit that If necessary we will give bond 
that the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor can ex- 
act, to show you our Intentions. as they 
were before and are now, to carry out 
the purposes of this agreement. That 
report is very favorable to us; we appre- 
clate the fact. and we can assure you, 
Mr. Lynch. and every other delegate. 
that it is not our intention to go into 
any discussion of it now or at any 
other time, !f given an opportunity. I 
believe the committee satisfied them- 
selves on al) points before they report- 
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ea I will agree to abide by the recom- 
mendations of that committee. 

Vice-President Mitchell—Both parties 
to the Denver agreemént having declared 
their intention to comply with that 
agreement as submitted by the Cora- 
mittee on Law, and the motion having 
been made to adopt the report of the 
committee, that will be the question for 
decision. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried by unanimous 
vote. 

Chairman Lennon continued the re- 
port of the committee as follows: 


Your Committee on Laws, to whom 
was referred to apeal of the Ohio State 
Federation of Labor against the action 
of the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in revoking the 
charter of said body for violation of 
Section 1 of Article XI, by retalning 
in the Ohio Federation of Labor, after 
due and proper notice from the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
bor, Local UmMon of Electrical Workers, 
not connected with their International 
Union affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, respectfully report: 

First. That the action of the Execu- 
tive Council be and is hereby approved 
in the revocation of the charter of the 
State Federation of Ohio, and the ap- 
peal be dismissed. 

Second. That the action of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in granting a charter 
to the newly formed Ohio Federation of 
Labor, be approved, and that body be re- 
cognized as the legal State Federation 
of Ohio. 

Third. That the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be, 
and are hereby directed to use their 
good offices in every way possible to 
bring about a unification of the trade 
unions in the State Federation now hold- 
ing a charter from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded that 


the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Hayes (Max) discussed the 
question at length. He expressed regret 
that the committee had not reported 
something that would settle the trouble 
in the Cleveland and other central bodies 
that had been brought about by seating 
locals of the Electrical Workers not affi- 
Mated with the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers. Delegate Hayes stated 
that he was not authorized to speak for 
the Ohio State Federation of Labor, but 
asked that Mr. James Egan be given the 
privilege of the floor for ten minutes 
to speak on that question. 

Delegate Lynch in the chair. 

Treasurer Lennon, Chairman of the 
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Committee—The proposition now before 
the Convention is a question of law, not 
a question of adjustment. The com- 
mittee believed, and has so reported, 
that the law of the American Federation 
of Labor should be upheld. It advised 
the Executive Council to make such 
effort as is possible to bring about a 
unification of the forces in Ohlo in one 
state body, the state body that now has 
a charter from the American Federation 
of Labor. . 

Delegate Hayes moved that Mr. Egan 
be given the privilege of the floor to 
speak of the situation in Ohio. Second- 
ed, but not carried.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Proebstle. 

Delegate Shirk moved as an amend- 
ment to the motion before the Conven- 
tion that the report be recomitted to 
the committee for further consideration 
and action. 

Chairman Lennon—The committee 
gave nearly three days to the subject, 
and made announcement after announce- 
ment of the time and place of meeting, 
and we should not be censured because 
someone failed to appear before the 
committee. 

Delegate Rumsey discussed the ques- 
tion, and referred to the fact that the 
delegate from the Ohio State Federa- 
tion of Labor, chartered on the 16th of 
October, had been seated without pro- 
test on the 16th of November, although 
the action for which the former state 
body had its charter revoked was taken 
on October 14th. He referred to the 
section in the law which required a 
state body to be affillated for one month 
before being entitled to representation 
in a Convention. 

Secretary Morrison in discussing the 
question said in part—I want to call 
attention to the fact that the delegate 
was seated by unanimous vote; there 
was not a protest from TDelgate 
Rumsey. At the Denver Convention the 
Ohio State Federation not only failed 
to enforce the constitution In regard to 
the Flint Glass Workers, but, in open 
deflance or our laws, sent the President 
of that organization to represent the 
Ohio state body in that Convention. If 
central and state bodies can receive en- 
couragement to the extent that they can 
violate the law, and refuse to enforce 
the constitution, then when they come 
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into the Convention and the Convention 
declares the constitution shall be en- 
forced, that they can get a committee 
appointed for the purpose of amalga- 
mating the body whose charter has been 
revoked, you will have a recurrence of 
this condition year after year. The con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor is there to be enforced. If it is 
not the intention to enforce it and pre- 
vent seceding organizations from being 
in central and state bodies, then this 
Convention should change the law and 
provide that state and central bodies 
shall have a right to take in seceding 
organizations without regard to the pro- 
tests of the international organizations 
to which they should belong. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Chairman Lennon continued the report 
of the committee as follows: 

In the case of the appeal of the Iowa 
State Federation of Labor against the 
action of the Executive Council in re- 
voking their charter for retaining in 
affiliation locals of Electrical Workers in 
violation of Section 1, Article XI., your 
committee heard the case fully, and re- 
port that Bro. Uhrick stated the Iowa 
State Federation of Labor would carry 
into effect the decision of this Conven- 
tion. We find that the violation of the 
Federation law by the Iowa Federation 
of Labor is admitted: your committee 
therefore recommend that action of 
Council be endorsed, the appeal be dis- 
missed, and upon compliance with the 
law by the Iowa State Federation, that 
their charter be restored. . 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted. 

In the case of appeals from the Cen- 
tral Bodies of Cleveland, Ohio; Toledo, 
Ohio; Davenport, Iowa; Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and San 
Francisco, California, against action of 
Executive Council in revoking their 
charters for violation of Section 1 of 
Article XI and refusing to carry out the 
orders received by them from Secretary 
Morrison, your committee heard all evi- 
dence they desired to submit; the viola- 
tion of the law was admitted. Your com- 
mittee therefore recommend the indorse- 
ment of the action of the Executive 
Council and dismissal of the appeal. and 
also recommend that above Central Bod- 
fes at once comply with the law of the 
American Federation of Labor and 
thereby maintain peace and unity in 
their respective cities. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 


adopted. 


Delegate Hayes (Max) discussed the 
question at length, and said in part: 
I realize full well that every delegate 
on the foor, from the vote that has been 
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taken, is pleased with the arrangements 
that have been made between the two 
factions of the Electrical Workers, and 
there are no trade ünlonists in any part 
of the country that will hail with more 
satisfaction this decision than the work- 
ers of the City of Cleveland, because 
we have troubles enough in that city 
without being used for the purpose of 
adjusting differences that occur in the 
various international unions over the 
question of jurisdiction or some internal 
trouble as to who shall be the officers 
We, of course, from a sentimental point 
of view, would much prefer to retain the 
old charter. It is one of the oldest 
central body charters issued by the 
American Federation of Labor, and dates 
back to 1887. If it is the decision of 
the Convention, however, that the old 
charter shall be withheld, and it is 
necessary to accept the new charter, I 
assure you we will bow to the will of 
this Convention and bring’about a set- 
tlement in Cleveland. Furthermore, the 
same people who are active In the labor 
movement in the City of Cleveland to- 
day, as they were last week and last 
year, and ten years ago, will be active 
in that city next week and next year. 
and for a great many years to come, for 
the purpose of trying to build up the 
workers in that city by building up new 
unions and improving the old ones, ra- 
ther than by trying to form dual organl- 
zations. 

Delegate Hayes discussed at length 
the strike of the two locals of Elec- 
trical Workers in Cleveland that had 
been seated In the central body. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Secretary Morrison, Delegates Kelly. 
Rumsey, Ottinger, Connors, Woll and 
Lynch. 

Motion to adopt report carried. 

“In the case of appeals from Detroit. 
Michigan and Indianapolis, Indiana. 
your committee were informed that both 
have complied; your committee therefore 
took no action.” 

The motion to adopt the report of the 


committee was carried. 
A motion was made and seconded that 


the report of the committee be concur- 


red in. 
The motion was carried by unanimous 


vote. 

“Your committee commend to the 
attention of all Central Bodies and in 
dividual Trade Uniontsts the suggestion 
and recommendation that there must be 
ccmplHlance with our laws and strict 
enforcement of them, If the interests of 
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our movement are to be protected. We 
urge upon all to bear in mind this 
recommendation and govern themselves 
accordingly, and by so doing promote 
the real interests of the entire trade 
union movement.” 

“Your committee recommend that all 
action of this Convention on the Elec- 
trical Workers controversy shall be pub- 
lished by the A. F. of L. and shall be 
sent to all locals of both factions of the 
Electrical Workers and to all central 
bodies in the United States and Canada.” 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The portion of the report read by 
Chairman Lennon was signed by all 
the members of the Committee on Laws. 

Delegate Walker, Secretary of the 
Committee on Laws, continued the re- 
port, as follows: 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“General Rules Governing Departments 
of the American Federation of Labor,” 


the committee recommended that Sec-, 


tion 1 be amended by striking out the 
word “of” in line two and inserting the 
words “subordinate to.” 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 2 of the general rules be adopted 
as read. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate McNulty—In the event of a 
local union of the Electrical Workers 
being affillated with a central labor 
union, is it not intended that that local 
union shall be compelled to become affi- 
Hiated with the Building Trades Depart- 
ment in that city, If one is instituted? 

Delegate Walker, Secretary of the 
Committee—Yes. 

Delegate Botterill—Would that be the 
judgment of the committee? 

Delegate Walker—That is the under- 
standing of the committee. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried 
by unanimous vote. 

The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 3 of the general rules be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 4 of the general rules be adopted. 

On motion. the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 5 of the general rules be adopted. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 6 of the general rules be amended 
by inserting after the word “immediate- 
ly,” in line four, the words, “before or.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. ‘ 

In reply to questions by Vice-Presi- 
dent O’Connell, Chairman Lennon of the 
Committee said: If the convention of 
a department is to be held immediatély 
before, during. or immediately after the 
Convention of the A. F. of L. and the 
department convention is held only once 
in two years, they could not accomplish 
that by meeting in the city where the 
Convention was held the year before. 
It must follow that it would have to 
be held in the city where the Federation 
was to hold its Convention that year. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.) moved that 
the words “before or” be stricken from 
the report of the committee, and in dis- 
cussing the question said: If conven- 
tions are arranged to meet prior to the 
Convention of the A.’F. of L., and the 
department has disposed of the business 
before it, including the consideration of 
its laws, then it means that the depart- 
ment itself cannot through its delegates 
change those laws for another year, if 
they are in conflict with the fundamental 
laws of the A. F. öf L. While it may 
be true that the laws adopted by the 
American Federation of Labor that may 
necessitate a change in the laws of the 
departments, become self-operative, it 
will lead to confusion and dissention in 
our ranks unless the departments them- 


selves, through their representative 
delegates, change the law . 
Treasurer Lennon spoke at some 


length in favor of the report of the 
committee. 

Delegate Crampton—Do you leave it 
optional with the departments whether 
they meet before or after the Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L.? 

Treasurer Lennon—That is optional. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Vice-President Hayes in the chair. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the 
general rules, as printed in the report 
of the Executive Councll. 

On motion, the recommendations of 
the committee were concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Sec- 
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tion 11 be adopted as recommended by 
«he Executive Council. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Lynch, Vice-President Duncan, 
Delegates Connors, TFuruseth, Clark, 
Proebstle, Tracy (T. F.), Ryan, (F. M.), 
Frey, Woll, McNulty, Daly (T. M.), Sulli- 
van (T. J.), Walker and Treasurer Len- 
non. 

Delegate Kugler—I move as an 
amendment that this section does not 
apply to the Union Label Trades Depart- 
ment. (Seconded.) 

President Gompers in the chalr. 

The question was discussed further by 
Delegates Kugler and Furuseth. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 

Kugler was adopted by a vote of 111 
votes in the affirmative to 45 votes in 
the negative. 
ı Before the result of the vote was an- 
nounced, Delegate Botterill requested a 
roll call on the amendment. A sufficient 
number of delegates did not support the 
request to warrant the calling of the 
roll. 

The report of the committee on Sec- 
tion 11 was adopted as amended. 

The report of the committee as a 
whole, as amended, was adopted, as 
follows: ’ 

-GENERAL RULES GOVERNING DE- 


PARTMENTS OF THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


As you are aware, there have heen 
organized, chartered by and affiliated to 
the American Federation of Labor, four 
trade departments. 

We have given a great deal of con- 
sideration and discussion during the 
year to the subject matter of general 
rules for the assistance and fraternal 
guidance of the affairs of these several 
departments. Our conclusions upon the 
subject have taken the following forms: 


General Rules Governing Departments 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


1. For the greater development of the 
Tabor movement, such departments sub- 
ordinate to the A. F. of L. are to be 
established from time to time as In the 
judgment of the A. F. of L., or of its 
Executive Council, may be deemed ad- 
visable, Each department is to manage 
and finance its own business. 

2. To be entitled to representation in 
any department, organizations eligible 
to join must first be. and remain in. 
afilintion to the A. F. of L., and to be 
entitled to representation in local 
councils of departments, local bodies 
shall first be and remain in affiliation 
to central labor unions chartered by the 
A. F. of L. 

2. The fundamental laws of each de- 


partment are to conform to, and be ad- 
ministered in the same manner as, the 
laws governing the A. F. of L. No de- 
partment or local council of same shall 
enact laws, rules or regulations in con- 
fiict with laws of the A. F. of L.. and 
in the event of change of laws of the 
latter, departments and local councils 
are to change their laws to conform 
thereto. 

4. Each department to be considered 
the official method of the A. F. of L. 
for transacting that portion of its 
business. 

5. All departments of the American 
Federation of Labor shall have their 
headquarters located in the City of 
Washington, D.C., and, if possible, in 
the same building with the Federation 
Headquarters. 

6. All departments of the American 
Federation of Labor shall hold their 
conventions, whether annually or leas 
often, during or immediately before or 
after the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, and in the same 
city where the conventions of the Fed- 
eration are held. 

7. The officers of each department 
shall report to the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
what action, if any, has been taken by 
the Department, either through its 
Executive Board or through conventions 
upon any and all matters that have 
been referred to the Department of the 
Federation. 


8. The officers of the various depart- 
ments shall submit a quarterly report 
to the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor of the work 
done by their department, and its gen- 
eral conditions. 


9. At all regular meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, there shall be present 
during some period of the Council meet- 
ing either the President or Secretary, 
or both, of each department, to take up 
with the Council matters that may be 
of mutual interest. 


10. A page of each Issue of the "Am- 
erican Federationist’” to be available to, 
and to be used by each depart- 
ment for official report or for publica- 
tion of some subject identified with the 
Department. 


11. National and International unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. shall also 
become affiliated with any department In 
which they may be eligible This section 
does not apply to the Union Label 
Trades Department. 

We recommend that the foregoing 
General Rules for departments be Incor- 
porated In and made a part of the Con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 

abor. 


The report of the Committee on Ad- 
justment was made a special order for 
ten a. m. Thursday, November 18th. 


At 12.30 o’clock p.m. the Convention 
was adjourned to 2.00 o’clock p.m. 
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NINTH DAY—Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2.00 o’clock p.m., Wednesday, November 
17th, Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Batchelder, Kemper, 
Proebstle, Kugler, Ward, Sullivan 
(John), Brennan, Smith (John T.), Fee- 
ney, Murphy, Coombe, Gernon, Dolin, Mc- 
Givern, Tracy (Wm. J.), Paravicini, Mc- 
Carthy, Manlove, Mahon, Lawyer, 
Hatch, Calvert, Thompson (Geo.), Mc- 
Clain, O’Leary, Hoffman, Tucker, Tooker, 
Burkhart. Archer, Martin, Brunet, Fer- 
guson, Anderson, Roberts, Smith (A. 
M.), Mawbray, Bohm, Leibowich. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 


Delegate Walker, Secretary of the 
Committee, continued the report, as fol- 
lows:: 


Resolution No. 10—By Delegate O. P. 
Smith, of the Indiana Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor guaran- 
tees to every national and international 
organization the right of self govern- 
ment under the laws of trades autonomy 
as defined therein; and 


WHEREAS, A conflict is waging in 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, through the decision of 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor in recognizing the 
past International Officers of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; therefore, be it 


RFSOLVED, That the Indiana State 
Federation of Labor deplores the exist- 
ence of this condition of affairs, and to 
the end that a speedy settlement may 
be brought about the Executive Board 
of this body is instructed to address a 
communication under seal to the next 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. setting forth the conditions as 
they exist in the various cities, ahd 
should this body send a delegate to the 
Convention said delegate be instructed 
to work for and urge the speedy settle- 
ment of the matter. 


The committee reported that the sub- 
ject matter was covered by committee’s 
action on the Electrical Workers’ con- 
troversy. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution 25—By J. A. Kelly of the — 


San Francisco Labor Council: 


“When an International organi- 
zation appeals to the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
enforce Section 1, Article XI. of the 
Constitution, providing for the unseat- 
ing of local Unions affilated with duly 
chartered central bodies and State fed- 
erations, the Executive Council shall 
have power to investigate the merits of 
the appeal. and if the claims of the In- 
ternational organization so appealing are 
not supported by the evidence submitted 
bv both sides. they shall have power to 


refuse to enforce said law, subject to 
a 


appeal to the next Convention; and fur- 
ther, if they find the claim of the local 


union complained of well founded, 
the shall have power . to order 
said International to not organize a 


dual local in the jurisdiction referred 
to in said complaint, until such time as 
the action of the Executive Council has 
been disapproved by the A. F. of L. in 
Convention assembled. 


Endorsed by the San Francisco Labor 
Council, in regular meeting assembled, 
Friday evening October 29, 1909. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 42—Presented by De- 
legate J. A. Kelly of the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council at the request of 
Local 161, I. B. E. W.: 


WHEREAS, The industrial peace, 
progress, prosperity, of International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers has 
been hampered, if not entirely estop- 
ped, during the past two years, due 
to an internal dissension as to who 
were the duly qualified officers of that 
organization; and 


WHEREAS, The factional warfare, if 
continued, will not only destroy the ac- 
tivities of I. B. E. W. in so far as ad- 
vancing the cause of its membership is 
concerned. but will, if permitted to 
continue, be dangerous to the harmony 
and perpetuity of the entire trade 
union movement as represented by the 
A. F. of L.: and 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L at its 
2th Annual Convention, held in Den- 
ver, did consider the faction disturb- 
ance of I. B. E. W., and appointed a 
committee in an attempt to unite the 
dissenters} and said committee submit- 
ted an agreement, which was signed 
by both parties, which agreement was 
approved by the convention in a hope 
that a way had been found to end this 
disastrous conflict; and 

WHEREAS, This agreement failed of 
its purpose: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the officers of both 
factions be requested to resign, and in 
the event of both parties agreeing to 
the request. the affairs of I. B. E. W. 
be placed in the hands of the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. The Ex. 
Council to call convention of the I. B. 
E. W. for the purpose of electing new 
officers, and we suggest that those 
holding office in either faction be in- 
eligible for election at said convention. 

The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 47—By Athol -McClain, 
of the Atlanta, Ga., Federation of 
Trades: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in extent and influence. 








t> 
SI 
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has grown beyond the expectations of 
the leaders of organized labor, is a 
source of great pleasure to them in 
particular, and to organized labor in 
general. But, notwithstanding all this, 
there is still a great deal to be done 
to make it still more prolific of good 
results in some scctions of the country, 
which seem to have been neglected. As 
it now stands, the officers of the Fed- 
cration have been selected from a few 
of the stronger International Unions, 
therefore centralizing them in a small 
portion of the country, and of late 
years there seems to be but one thing 
in view, that is, that every energy 
and resource of the Federation seems 
to have been used in the well-organized 
portions of the country, thus leaving 
some sections almost unorganized, and 
an open field for recruiting the army 
cf strikebreakers, as they are called. 
who are in a sense the offspring of this 
neglect; an 

WHEREAS, The larger cities, being 
strong in numbers, seem to carry with 
them influence and preferment to the 
men who laid the foundation and put 
in this system of government. We are 
blessed with foreseeing the danger of 
stronger States in numbers of popu- 
lution. In their wisdom and good 
judgment the United States Senate was 
formed with tw > Senators from each 
State. The small State of Rhode Island 
has the same power as the great State 
of New York. They, too, equalize the 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, thus giving all sections of the 
country an opportunity to be represent- 
ed on the Executive Board of the Fed- 
cration; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Convention now 
assembled do change the Constitution 
of the American Federation of Labor 
so that the jurisdiction be divided into 
districts, each to have a president, who, 
when elected, may be empowered to at- 
tend to all business in his district, thus 
stimulating organizatior and creating 
local pride that would be a great benefit 
to the Federation and organized labor 
in general; and further 

‚RESOLVED, That all vice-presidents 
must belong to the district elected from, 
commencing with the first, vice-districts 
to be known by the number of the vice- 
president. Thus, first vice, elected from 
whatever district he is, shall be the first, 
thus making the office movable, thus 
creating rivalry that would be for tho 
good and welfare of the cause In gen- 
eral. 

The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 60—Ry Delegates Her- 
bert Crampton and James Reld, of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters: 

Amend or add to Section 12, of Article 
IX. of the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

To provide that no Department of the 
American Federation of Labor shall, by 
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any exercise of disciplinary powers, take 
action against any international or na- 
tional union which may be in conflict 
with the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor in any particular. 


The committee reported that the sub- 
ject matter was covered by Section 3 of 
the new article in the constitution. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegates W. J. 
Dougherty and W. B. Powlesland, of the 
International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers: 


WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers, 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, which charter of affillation 
was granted in the year 1890, has juris- 
diction over all the men employed in the 
blacksmith trade; and 

WHEREAS, There are some other or- 
ganizations admitting to membership 
blacksmiths and helpers in violation of 
the recognized and admitted jurisdiction 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers, which ts in- 
jurious to the welfare and progress of 
the men engaged in the blacksmith 
trade: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED By the Twenty-ninth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers is the only organ!- 
zation having jurisdiction over Blacksmiths 
and Helpers, and recommend tothe men en- 
gaged in the trade to affiliate themselves 
with their fellow-craftsmen by becoming 
members ofthe International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers; and be it farther 

RESOLVED, Trat the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor 
notify all General and Special Organ- 
izers of the Federation to organize the 
men in the blacksmith trade into the 
International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers: be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Feccration of Labor shall 
cause to be stricken out of the books of 
instructions to organizers the word 
“Blacksmith” or “Helper” wherever it 
appears, except under the jurisdiction 
of the International Brotherhod of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers. 


Delegate Walker, Secretary of the 
Committee—This resolution was re 
ferred to the Committee on Laws from 
the Committee on Adjustment. The 
committee decided to refer the resolu- 
tion to the Metal Trades Department. 
with the understanding that all trades 
organizations that may be affillated hy 
the action contemplated must be called 
into conference and be part of the meet- 
ing which takes final action on this 
Question. 

On motion, the report of the committee 
was adopted. 


Resolution No. 78—By Delegate <A. 
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Rosenberg, of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers of America: 
WHEREAS, The object of the Na- 
"tional Women’s Trade Union League is 
to improve the mcral and economic con- 
ditions of the women wage-workers of 
the United States by bringing them 
into the folds of organized labor; and 
WHEREAS, The National Women’s 
Trade Union League is a powerful aux- 
fliary for the unions of the trades em- 
ploying large numbers of women; and 
WHEREAS, .ıe League proved itself 
to be of great value to such unions and 
especially to the unions of the great 
industrial cities, such as New York, 
Chicago, etc., where they maintain the 
women's organizations until they are 
educated in the trade union principles 
and are capable to take care of their 
own organization or join their respec- 
tive International or National organiza- 
tions: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in recognition of the 
important and valuable assistance of 
the National Women’s Trade Union 
League recognizes its delegate at this 
and all future Conventions as a full- 
fledged delegate, with the right to vote. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
_ currence in the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

Delegate Nestor—I am not opposed to 
the report of the committee, although I 
introduced the resolution on woman suf- 
frage. The delegate from the Women’s 
Trade Union League did not know any- 
thing about this resolution until after 
it was introduced. The officers did not 
ask that it be introduced. If adopted, 
this resolution would apply not only to 
the Women’s Trade Union League but 
would apply to other organizations not 
entitled to affiliation. There would not 
be anything unsafe in having a delegate 
from the Women’s Trade Union League 
voting here, but we understand there are 
other organizations composed of mem- 
bers other than wage-workers who 
would want affiliation. The Women’s 
Trade Union League has members who 
are not wage-workers, but they are in 
sympathy with our movement. The 
League has safeguards in its constitution 
to care for the interests of the workers. 
The Women’s Trade Union League is 
not looking for a vote, but we appre- 
ciate the fact that Delegate Rosenberg 
wanted to give it to us. We believe the 
resolution was introduced on account of 
the action of the League in the recent 
strike of Garment Workers in New York. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 


mendation of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 103—By Delegate 
Joseph Proebstle, of the International 


Union of United Brewery Workmen: 
WHEREAS, One of the rfundamental 
principles of the American Iederation 
of Labor provides for the absolute au- 
tonomy and self-government of the afiili- 
ated international organizations; and 
WHEREAS, A _ deviation from this 
principle is not to the interest of the 
general labor movement; therefore, be 


it 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor be so 
changed that the Executive Council or 
the officers of the American Federation 
of Labor shall not be permitted to in- 
terfere in the internal affairs of an 
international organization, and shall 
never use the state nor the central 
bodies to take sides in matters which 
are to be adjusted by the international 
unions themselves. 

The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 105—By Delegate 
Joseph Proebstle, of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen: 


WHEREAS, The industrial develop- 
ment of this country is such that at 
any moment the captains of industry 


may declare war on any one or more 
national or international unions at the 
same time; and 

WHEREAS, In such cases the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and its admin- 
{stration has found itself insufficiently 
prepared, and without means fo render 
effective assistance; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive. Council, 
as at present constituted, cannot provide 
for the necessary funds, ete, in cases 
of this nature; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the future Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor shall be composed of one rep- 
resentative of every affiliated national 
and international union, whose expenses 
shall be borne by the organization elect- 
ing such representative; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED That the President and 
the Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall represent the Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, State Federations 
and central bodies in the Executive 
Council. 


The committee recommended non-con. 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 113—By Delegate 


Chas. Dold, of the Piano and Organ 
Workers’ International Union of 
America: 


Amend Article 3 of the Constitution 
by striking out Section 8, renumbering 
following sections In conformity. 
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The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 


Resolution No. 121—By Delegate 
Frank Morrison, of the International 
Typographical Union: 

To amend the Constitution by strik- 


ing out Section 6 of Article XIV. of the 
Constitution, and changing Section 7 to 


read “Section 6.” 
129—By Delegate 


Resolution No. 
Frank Morrison of the International 


Typographical Union: . 

By amending Section 2 of Article 
XIV. by inserting after the words “con- 
nected with this Federation” the fol- 
lowing: “but not more than_three Fed- 
ey Unions shall be chartered in any one 
city. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in Resolutions Nos. 121 and 129. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

In reply to a question by Delegate Bot- 
terill, Secretary Morrison said: In the 
organization of Federal Labor Unions 
in some cities, a great number of mem- 
bers of other unions go into them 
and they are composed almost en- 
tirely of members of international 
unions. The only authority the consti- 
tution has for the members of trades 
unions belonging to a Federal Labor 
Union is the section we desire stricken 
out. This means that we will not recog- 
nize a Federal Labor Union that is com- 
posed of a majority of other unions. 

Delegate Botterill—If a man joins a 
Federal Labor Union under the amended 
constitution, how will it affect his mem- 
bership in his own international or- 
ganization? 

Secretary Morrison—If he is a car- 
penter and there is a Carpenters’ Union 
in that city, he would not be eligible 
to join the Federal Labor Union. 

Delegate Botterill—But if there is no 
Carpenters’ Union there? 

Secretary Morrison—Then if the con- 
stitution of his own international does 
not prevent him from doing so, he has 
a right to join the Federal Labor Union. 

Delegate Botterill—If I were in a 
town where there is no Carpenters’ 
Union, but where there is a Federal La- 
bor Union, would I invalidate my mem- 
bership in my own international by join- 
ing the Federal Labor Union? 

Secretary Morrison—Certainly not. 
You would be entitled to join, with all 


the rights and privileges membership in 
that union would entitled you to; but 
if a Carpenters’ Union were organised 
afterwards, you would not be allowed 
to retain membership in the Federal 
Labor Union. 

Delegate Smith (O. P.)—Does not this 
absolutely debar a member of organized 
labor from joining a Federal Labor 
Union where there is a local union of 
his own craft? 

Secretary Morrison—This will debar 
a member of a union in any city from 
joining a Federal Labor Union if there 
is a union of his own organization in 
that city. 


Delegate Smith (O. P.)—It Is gener- 
ally insisted upon by members of the 
Federal Labor Unions that active mem- 
bers of the trade unions in that lo- 
cality remain as members to look after 
the affairs of the organization, as they 
are more familiar with such matters 
than the average member of the Federal 
Labor Unions. 


Secretary Morrison—This will not de- 
bar members of other unions attending 
the meetings of the Federal Labor 
Unions and giving them every assistance 
they can. We want the workers or- 
ganized in those Federal Labor Unions 
to be officered by the wage-workers in 
those unions, not by members of other 
trades and callings. I feel that in that 
way you will build up self-reliance in 
the membership and they will not de- 
pend upon the representatives of the 
central labor bodies to carry on their 
work. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 125—By Delegate Jas. 
B. Connors, of the Illinois State Federa- 
tion: 


WHEREAS, It is universally consid- 
ered by Trades Unionists that the State 
organizations are important spokes in 
the industrial wheel in seeking favor- 
able legislation and other benefits: and 

WHEREAS, It is found to be impos- 
sible to get all the locals of the Inter- 
national Unions to join the State Feder- 
ations, thereby failing to contribute 
their share of the expense: therefore, be 


it 

RESOLVED, That Article 10. Section 
1. of the Constitution be amended to 
empower the Secretary of the Amerlcan 
Federation of Labor to collect one-half 
cent per capita per month on tne mem- 
bership of all trades afflliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, the same 
to be paid to the Secretary of the State 
Federations. 
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The committee recommends non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. 

Delegates Connors, Harding, Hurley, 


Smith (O. P.), Donoghue, Lollo, Menton 
and McGovern spoke in favor of the 
resolution and opposed the report of the 


committee. 

Delegates Lynch, Walker, Howley, 
Treasurer Lennon and Delegate Menton 
spoke in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Walker—That concludes the 
report of the committee, which is sign- 
sd by the committee, as follows: 

JAMES B. LENNON, Chairman; 
JOHN H. WALKER, Secretary; 
T. A. RICKERT, . 
LEE M. HART, 

J. TAZELAAR, 

THOMAS VAN LEAR, 

Oo. P. SMITH, 

JOHN MANGAN, 

R. G. M. ROSS, 

JEROME JONES, 

w. H. McKINSTRY, 

HENRY OTT, 

E. KOVALESKI, 

JOHN A. VOLL. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee, as a whole, as amended, was adopt- 
ed. 

Delegate Winn received unanimous 
consent to the introduction of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolution No. 162—By Delegate John 
C. Harding, of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, and P. C. Winn, of Engineers: 


WHEREAS, The delegates from Local 
No. 3, L VU. S. E., in Chicago, have been 
ordered unseated in the central body at 
once and without being granted a hear- 


ing; 

Therefore. Local No. 8, I. U. S. E., re- 
quest that their del tes be seated in 
the central body pending the disposition 
of their appeal. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 


Federated Body. 

Delegate Rumsey—I want to ask rela- 
tive to the decision in regard to the 
Electrical Workers: Is the standing of 
the city and state bodies the same as be- 
fore the report was adopted? 

Vice-President Duncan—The relation- 
ship of the central and state bodies to 
the American Federation of Labor is 
exactly the same as it was when this 
Convention convened. 


Delegate Rumsey—Are the state and 
city central bodies in the same position 
as they were at the close of the Denver 
Convention? 


Vice-President Duncan—That will all 
be adjusted when the committees meet, 
as per the resolutions passed, to amal- 
gamate the Electrical Workers. Cen- 
tral bodies having seceding locals of 
Electrical Workers are to notify them 
that they must leave the central bodies, 
else the charters of the central bodies 
cannot be retained. There will be no 
change in the situation until the com- 
mittee meets as per the action of the 
Convention to-day. 


Delegate Frey—In view of the fact 
that this Convention has made member- 
ship in the several departments compul- 
sory, if an international union affiliated 
with one of the departments should be 
in arrears in the payment of per capita 
tax to the department, could it be de- 
barred from a seat in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, provided its per capita 
tax was paid in accordance with the 
constitution of that body? 


Vice-President Duncan—The rules 
adopted, in so far as the relationship is 
concerned, are practically the same as 
applied prior to their adoption. The de- 
partment is the department of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor for trans- 
acting that part of its business. That 
being part of its business, an organiza- 
tion is obliged to pay its per capita tax 
to the department in order to be seated 
in this Convention. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCA- 
TION 


Delegate Savage, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 29th 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

We, your Committee on Education, 
beg leave to report as follows: 

First. We have carefully examined 
the report of the Special Committee ap- 
pointed by authority of the Denver Con- 
vention on Industrial Education. We 
heartily endorse the action of this com- 
mittee and fully concur in all the recom- 
mendations contained in the report, and 
congratulate the committee on the clear 
and concise manner in which they have 
covered the many matters that enter 
into a question of so much importance 
to the working people and the public in 
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general as the question of industrial 
education is at this time. 

We especially recommend that this 
committee be continued as suggested in 
the report to make a final report to the 
1810 Convention. We also recommend 
legislation along the lines indicated in 
the report. 

We also deem it advisable, on account 
of-the great importance of the question, 
that delegates in reporting to their con- 
stituents the work of this Convention, 
make special mention of this matter and 
that the Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be instructed to have 
a sufficient number of copies of this 
report printed to be distributed among 
the organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor upon ap- 
plication. 

On motion, the report of the committee 
was adopted as read. 


Resolution No. 102—By the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The economic loss to 80- 
ciety by reason of preventable disease 
has now reached such a total annually 
as to be almost beyond comprehension, 
the loss from a single preventable 
source being in the United States alone 
more than 150,000 lives annually—a 
greater number than have been sum- 
moned by death as the result of any 
modern conflict in the arena of war; 
and to this annual loss of life must be 
added the sum of suffering entailed on 
victims, and the inconvenience and add- 
ed expense to their families nad rela- 
tives, as well as to society in general, 
by reason of the fact that during a long 
period of time they are physically in- 
capable of providing for themselves; 


and 

WHEREAS, In the United States 
alone more than eighty per cent. of this 
stupendous aggregate of death comes 
from the classes that are commonly re- 
ferred to as the working class, and, 
therefore, the loss falls with especial 
force and weight upon those who are 
least prepared to meet the expense and 
inconvenience; and 

WHEREAS, Scientific research and 
social experiments have proven. that 
this dread scourge may be averted by 
the application of means easily within 
the reach of all who are properly 
situated as regards correct conditions of 
life: and that these means of obviating 
the effects and avoiding the conse- 
quences due to the existence of the 
great white plague among our people 
are sn well established that it seems as- 
tonishine that the ravages of the disease 
should sco unchecked; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor In Convention assem- 
bled, enjoins on Its delegates and the 
membership of affiliated organizations 
the duty of combating the scourge of 
tuberculosis at all times and in all 


places, by the rational means that have 
been found to be of service and effec- 
tive in overcoming this dreadful menace 
to humanity; that it be the duty of our 
members wnere employed to insist upon 
improvement in workship conditions an-i 
surroundings to the end that so far as 
is humanly possible, men and women, 
boys and girls be not required to work 
in surroundings that are a continual in- 
vitation to the attack of disease; that 
all efforts be put forth to secure proper 
lighting, heating and ventilation in 
workshops; and that all other necessary 
provisions for the health and physical 
well-being of the workers of America be 
given such attention as will secure, 80 
far as may be, their immunity from pos- 
sible contamination by tuberculosis or 
other forms of contagious or infectious 
disease: 

RESOLVED, That the afflliated or- 
ganizations of the American Federation 
of Labor be advised to secure for the 
information of their membership such 
written and printed matter as may be 
easily obtained, giving directions as to 
the proper course to pursue in the car- 
rying out of the recommendations of 
this resolution; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of. L. advises all local unions 
to participate in tuberculosis exhibits. 
showing on their own part the condi- 
tions under whfch they are compeller 
to labor that make for the propagation 
and spread of tuberculosis, especially as 
to those forms of unprotected machin- 
ery whose operation is conducive to the 
respiratory diseases: and at these ex- 
hibits to make particular effort to fn- 
terest the general public In the necessity 
for radical reform in the working con- 
ditions under which so many of the 
tollers are compelled to labor. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 9.—By Delegates John 
B Lennon, Hugh Robinson and Thos. 
Sweeney of the Journeymen Tallors’ In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The system of homework 
where it prevails, establishes conditions 
which are both unsanitary and injurious 
to our trade by creating exceedingly long 
working hours and introducing non- 
union and child labor. The home work- 
shop varies as much as the condition of 
the home. But with all home work the 
following disadvantages cannot be avoid- 


ed: 
FIRST, Exceedingly long hours in the 


- Season. 


SECOND. Introduction of non-union 
and child labor. 

THIRD. Waste of the tallor’s time 
waiting for work or instructions during 
the day which compels him to work late 
in the night. 

FOURTH, Unsanitary conditions and 
the danger of spreading contagious 
diseases. 

FIFTH, The 


sibility of corrupt and 
unscrupulous elements 


troducing bri- 
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bery to get an advantage over the 
honest workers. 

SIXTH, The introduction of middle- 
men taking work from several shops, 
exploiting their less fortunate brothers. 

The local authorities under whose 
jurisdiction the sanitary conditions of 
work shops has been placed are seldom 
efficient in putting their power into 
operation. ost of them wait for a 
complaint to be made before they will 
take any action. 

RESOLVED, That we denounce any 
and all systems of work that make of 
the home a factory, and pledge our best 
eftorts to secure legislation to prevent 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 101—By the Interna- 
tional Typographical Delegation: 


WHEREAS, Our enemies among the 
associations hostile to trade unionism 
make use of the press, especially the 
daily and weekly newspapers, to ma- 
lign and assault the aims and policies 
of tha trades unions; and 

WHEREAS, There seems to have 
grown up among many of the people, 
on account of these vicious and untrue 
articles, a prejudice toward trade unions; 
therefore, be it ' 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. advise all international 
and local unions, state bodies and cen- 
tral bodies, to make known through the 
medium of the press whenever space 
can be obtained the benefactions, aims 
and policies of the trade union move- 
ment, especially as these benefactions 
and policies embrace death, sick, out-of- 
work and other benefits, and that our 
aim is always for the uplift and better- 
ment of conditions under which the 
toilers work, and therefore for the bet- 
terment of humanity. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 156—By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch of A. F. of L. 


RESOLVED, That the National Con- 
vention, A. F. of L., in its Convention 
at Toronto, Ontario, be requested to 
consider the possibility and desirability 
of offering a prize of $500, more or less, 
to be competed for by all playrights, 
for the writing of a drama or stage 
production that will fittingly set forth 
the value anc importance to wage-earn- 
ers, of the trade union form of organi- 
zation. 


The committee reported as follows: 
Your committee disapproves of the dona- 
tion of $500 and recommends that the 
subject matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Conservation of Natural Resources,” 
the committee reported as follows: 
Your committee approves of the action 
of the Executive Council in this matter 
and recommends that the committee be 
continued. 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 136—By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias, Abraham Pena and Juita 
Iglesias, Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, More than 600,000 agri- 
cultural and industrial workman, in- 
cluding men, women and children, are at 
present in Porto Rico in economical and 
social deplorable conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The average wages pald 
to the bulk of the working population 
of Porto Rico engaged in the coffee and 
sugar industries is 25 cents and 50 cents 
respectively for ten hours’ work a day, 
thus creating a condition for them of a 
most desperate character; and 

WHEREAS, The policy announced to 
the people of Porto Rico by the repre- 
sentatives of the American people and 
the American administration, at the 
time of the occupation of the Island, 
was to the effect that they had come to 
our shores for humanity’s sake and to 
work out the salvation of the people by 
giving them protection in their civil and 
human rizhts; and 

WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact 
that the condition prevailing among our 
brothers in Porto Rico has improved 
little, as compared with the enslaved and 
abject condition under which they lab- 
ored in time of the Spanish regime, not- 
withstanding the enormous increase in 
the production and trade of the Island; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican work- 
men have been in the past and probably 
will continue to be in the future, subjects 
to untold persecutions and shameful 
treatment at the hands of officials when 
they seek to improve their conditions by 
means of peaceful strike; and 

EAS, The Legislative Assembly 
of Porto Rico has committed itself 
rgainst the enactment of labor laws to 
better the conditions of the workmen, 
and furthermore, no recommendation to 
that effect has ever been made by the 
Governor of the Island to the Legis- 
lature, while capital is offered every op- 
portnuity to increase its resources and 
encroaching power to the detriment and 
injury of the labor interest, the needs 
and problems of which are ignored and 
contemptuously treated: and 

WHEREAS, There are at present in 
Porto Rico two hundred thousand chil- 
dren under fourteen years of age, who 
are being deprived of an education on 
account of the fact that the local gov- 
ernment has failed to provide a suffi- 
clent number of schools and teachers: 
an 


278 


WHEREAS, A large number of said 
children are now being employed and ex- 
ploited in factories and other establish- 
ments with great risk to their lives; and 

WHEREAS, The American people and 
their administration being well aware of 
their responsibilities toward Porto Rico, 
are in duty bound to allow the pros- 
perity and progress of the Island to 
be at the mercy of capital combinations 
by making of it a factory worked by. 
siaves with hardly any pay to cover the 
necessities of life: and 

WHEREAS, President Roosevelt of 
the United States promised two years 
ago to President Gompers and & labor 
delegation from Porto Rico, within his 
power to cause a change for the better 
for the benefit of the population of the 
Island by directing the officials there to 
discontinue the policy followed hereto- 
fore for the Americanization of the 
Island, and that new methods in har- 
mony with American principles and ideas 
be established; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that a committee 
be appotnted which, jointly with the 
Porto Rican delegation, and presided 
over by the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, shall call on the 
President of the United States, and 
transmit to him the following recom- 
mendations: 

1. That American citizenship be grant- 
ed to the people of Porto Rico. 

2. That the school appropriation be 
increased to twice the amount now ex- 
pended annually. 

3. That the salaries of the Porto 
Rican school teachers be placed on the 
same scale as those paid to American 
teachers. 

4. That the Eight-hour Working Day 
Act and the Labor Liability Act of this 
country become a law of Porto Rico and 
enforced by the different heads of the 
insular departments. 

5. The radical abolishment of convict 
labor in public works. 

6. Payment to workmen enga ed in 
Government work in Porto Rico 0 living 
wages, and proper increase over the fifty 
and sixty cents, ten hours a day scale. 

7. That the President of the United 
States recommend to the Governor of 
Porto Rico to cause the introduction of 
bills in the Executive Council of Porto 
Rico, tending to the enactment of the 
following acts by the Executive Coun- 
cil and Insular Legtslature: 

An Act to protect the agricultural la- 
borer working in sugar, and others from 
the mercilessness of trusts, sugar fac- 
tories; that is to say: 

An Act providing for a thorough In- 
spection of factories. shops, apartment 
buildings and all kinds of establish- 
ments, for the purpose of improving the 
sanitary conditions thereof. " 

The establishment of a branch of the 
Labor Bureau in Porto Rico for tha 
denefit of the people of the Island: and 

The enactment of a law prohibiting the 
employment of children under the age 
af fourteen veare in fartariea work- 
whips and like establishments: and he !t 


further 
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RESOLVED, That the aforesaid com- 
mittee shall discharge the duties herein 
stated before the President of the United 
States, six days after the adjournment 
of the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


The committee reported that inasmuch 
an Resolution No. 136 required detailed 
attention, it be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Savage, Secretary of the 
Committee—That completes the report 
of the Committee on Education, which 
is signed by the committee, as follows: 

JOS. A. VALENTINE, Chairman: 
VICTOR A. OLANDER, j 
EDWARD B. GOLTRA, 

JAMES J. FREEL, 

WILLIAM J. TRACY, 

P. F. RICHARDSON, 

BADIE SPRAGGON, 

JOHN T. BUTLER, 

ERNEST BO_.M, 

SAMUEL BOTTERILL, 

HUGO MILLER, 

FRANK BUTTERWORTH 
THOMAS P. MENTON, 

C. W. FEAR. 

G. W. SAVAGE, Secretary; 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
AND FEDERATED BODIES. 


Delegate De Nedrey, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 
To the Officers and Members of the 29th 

Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 40 be amended by strik- 
ing out the following section: ‘Resolved, 
That this Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor denounces and con- 
demns seceding and dual organizations 
as tending to disrupt organized labor 
and strengthen the power of unjust em- 
ployers,” and that the words, “in accord- 
ance with Section 1, Article 2 of the 
constitution of the A. F. of L.” be in- 
serted in line one of the last paragraph 
of the resolution; also that the words. 
“or their charters be at once revoked.” 
be omitted from the last paragraph: the 
amended resolution to read as follows: 


Resolution No. #—By Homer D. Call 
and August Molter of the A. M. C. and 


B. W. of N. A.: 

WHEREAS, There exist at the pre- 
sent time in some localities dual, or 
seceding, organizations of Butcher 
Woarkmen which are attempting to de- 
eefre the rank and file of the work- 
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ors of that class and organized labor in 
general; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 38th Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby declares that the only 
bona-fide organization of Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen chartered 
under the American Federation of La- 
bor is the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North Am- 
erica; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That, in accordance with 
Section 1, Article II. of the Constitu- 
tion of the A. F. of L., all affiliated cen- 
tral bodies and state federations refuse 
to allow any organization of Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen not char- 
tered by the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen of North 
America to be affiliated with them, or, 
if seated in their councils, that they 
be immediately unseated or expelled 
frem such central bodies or State Fed- 
erations until such time as they be- 
come ckartered by the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America. 


On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 66 be amended by strik- 
ing out the words “compel” and “com- 
pelled,” in the first resolution and in- 
serting the words “instruct” and “in- 
structed,” in lieu thereof. The commit- 
tee further recommended that the fol- 
lowing sections be stricken from the 


resolution: 

RESOLVED, That tn the event of any 
national or international union refus- 
ing to compel their constituent locals 
to comply with above resolution, the 
Executive Council shall revoke the 
charter of said national or interna- 
tional union falling to comply; and, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Laws report at this Convention a con- 
stitutional amendment giving the Ex- 
ecutive Council full power and authority 
to enforce Section 2 of Article II. of the 
Constitution of the A. F. of L. 


The amended resolution to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegate J. P. 
Coughlin, of the Brooklyn Central 


Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, Section 2, Article II. of 
the Constitution of the A. F. of L. re- 


quires national and international 
unions to instruct their locals to amili- 
ate with chartered central bodies: and 
WHEREAS, The Norfolk Convention 
of 1907 passed two resolutions—Nos. 
$8 and 185 (see proceedings, pages 240 
and 289) in regard to a dual central 
body known as the Brooklyn Federation 


of Labor, by the terms of which the ® 


Executive Council of the A. F. of T.. 
was to compel national and international 
unions to require all locals to affiliate 
with the Brooklyn Central Labor Union, 
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which is the chartered body of the A. 
F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. advised the Brook- 
lyn Central Labor Union to attempt, by 
conciliatory tactics, to consolidate the 
dual body, and the Brooklyn Central La- 
bor Union did labor earnestly for over 
a year to secure consolidation, only with 
the result of utter failure; and 

WHEREAS, National and interna- 
tional unions have failed to compel their 
locals to affiliate with the Brooklyn Cen- 
tral Labor Union. and, in the case of 
the Coopers’ International Union, we 
were informed that they had no consti- 
tutional right to force their local—No. 
14—Into the C. L. U. against their will: 
n 

WHEREAS, The following unions 
are still affiliated with the Brooklyn 
Federation of Labor, the dual central 
body, to wit: Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union, No. 3; 
Brewery Workers’ International Union, 
Nos. 64, 69, 345, 347; United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, Nos. 12, 
82, 291, and Coopers’ International 
Union, No. 14; and 

WHEREAS, There are a very large 
part of the local unions of Brooklyn 
afillated with international unions 
which have failed, and still refuse, to 
affiliate with the Brooklyn Central Labor 
Union. Following is a partial list of 
unaffiliated unions: Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shipbuilders, Nos. 8, 36, 338; I. A. 
of Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’, 


‘No. 104: all local unions of the United 


Garment Workers, except Cutters’ Local, 
No. 5: Brotherhood of Tailors, No. 8; 
Inside Freight Handlers, No. 126; Unit- 
ed Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers, Nos. 787, 109, 126, 147, 175, 247, 258, 
381, 451, 638, 786, 1008, 1425; Metal Lath- 
ers, No. 273; Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators, Nos. 992, 927, 942, 679; 
Pavers and Rammers. Nos. 2 and 6: Op- 
erative Plasterers. Nos. 80, 316; all Hod 
Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ Locals, 
excepting Nos. 61 and 155: United Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers, No. 52: Navy Yard 
Clerks, No. 12,327, and, Cigar Packers, 
No. 292: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that the Executive 
Council take immediate steps, through 
the proper national and_ international 
unions, to instruct above-mentioned 
locals now affilated with the Brooklyn 
Federation of Labor to withdraw and 
to affiliate with the chartered central 
body — the Brooklyn Central Labor 
Union—and that the above-mentioned 
and all other unaffillated unions in 
Brooklyn be instructed to affiliate with 
the Brooklyn Central Labor Unton. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 


gates Manning, Coughlin, Kerker and 
De Nedrey. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 
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The report was signed by the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies, 
as follows: 

JOHN MITCHELL, Chairman; 
JOS. N. WEBER, 

W. W. KLINE, 

THOS. FLYNN, 

F. X. NOSCHANG, 

JAMES A. ROBERTS, 
THOS. J. CURTIS, 

JOHN A. KELLY, 

P. F. BARRY, 

DANIEL J. TOBIN, 

FRANK J. HAYES, 
THOMAS HUMPHREY, 
SAM De NEDREY, Secretary; 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
BOYCOTTS. 


Delegate Lynch, Secretary of the 
Committee, read the following report: 
To the Officers and Delegates to the 29th 

Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

Your Committee on Boycotts submits 
the following report for your considera- 
tion: 

Resolution No. 27—By the I. T. U. De- 
legation: 


WHEREAS, The contention between 
Typographical Union No. 6 of New York 
City and the Butterick Publishing Co. 
having reached a stage where it is 
clearly a fight between all organized 
labor and organized capital; and 

WHEREAS, An attempt is being made 
to place union men in jail for asking 
their friends not to purchase scab 
goods: and 

WHEREAS, The pattern trust, to bol- 
ster its dwindling profits, sends out 
false reports that it has settled with 
the union: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by this convention, That 
when we reach our home cities we will 
endeavor to spread the truth about the 
differences between the Butterick Pub- 
lishing Company and Typographical 
Union No. 6; that we advise the organ- 
ized workmen and women not to pur- 
chase the Delineator, the New Idea, or 
the Designer, fashion magazines, and 
to urge them not to use the Standard, 
New Idea, or Butterick patterns. 

The committee recommended that the 


resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. . 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 49—By Delegate E. W. 
Shirk, of the United Association of 
Plumbers, Steamfitters, etc.: 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Cleve- 
‘and Baseball Club definitely promised 
‘he BRullding Trades Council of the 


United Trades and Labor Council that 
a union clause would be inserted in 
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all contracts for .neir new baseball 
stands, now being erected; and 

WHEREAS, The general contract for 
the erection of said stands has been 
let without said union clause, and the 
stands are now being erected with non- 
union men; and 

WHEREAS, Every reasonable effort 
has been made by the officers of the 
Building Trades and the United Trades 
and Labor Council of Cleveland to in- 
duce the officers of the Cleveland Base- 
ball Club to live up to their promises 
and employ union help, without avall; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That every effort possible 
be made to induce members and friends 
of organized labor from patronizing the 
Cleveland Baseball Clut in all cities 
where the American League plays. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 59—By Delegate John 
C. Harding, of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Printer Roller Mak- 
ers of Chicago, holding a charter from 
the A. F. of L., recently inaugurated a 
strike for recognition of the union and 
the establishment of the eight-hour day; 


an 

WHEREAS, The Samuel Bingham 
Sons’ Mfg. Co. is the only firm in Chi- 
cago running a non-union printers’ roll- 
ers establishment: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council and 
the executive officers of the printing 
trades for the purpose of taking such 
action as the facts in the case may war- 
ran 


The committee recommended concre- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker, Henry Koch, of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The fight against the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
as endorsed and re-endorsed by An- 
nual Conventions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Co. 
still refuses to make a settlement with 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America: and 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-eighth An- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor make an effort to bring 
about an adjustment of the long-stand- 
ing controversy, and if not successful 
that a vigorous campaign be started to 
make their declaration of unfairness ef- 
fective: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor re-affirm and place upon the 
Unfair List the McKinney firm of &, 
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Louls, Mo., and if not successful in 
bringing about successful endeavors 
satisfactory to the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
America, that a vigorous campaign be 
inaugurated. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be endorsed and referred to 
the Executive Council for such action 
as may be feasible. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in 


Resolution No. 93—By Delegates 
Chris. Kerker and Henry Koch, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
America has been engaged in a severe 
contest with the American Baking Co., 
composed of the following branches: 
Heydt, Condon, St. Louis. Freund, Welle- 
Bottler, Hauck Hoerr and the Home Bak- 
eries of St. Louis, Mo.; and | 

WHEREAS, Said’ trusts control a 
large portion of the baking industry, 
thus making it difficult for the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Internation- 
al Union of America to successfully push 
a boycott against each branch of the 
American Bakery Co. and all brands of 
bakery products made by the trusts; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers and 
organizers, give special aid and assist- 
ance to the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of America 
in pushing a boycott against each indi- 
vidual product or brand of goods made 
by the American Baking Company; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request by circular let- 
ter all affiliated Unions, Federal Unions, 
Central Bodies, State Federations and 
National or International Unions to give 
a helping hand to the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America by vigorously pushing a boy- 
cott against the unfair products sold in 
their respective localities. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be endorsed and referred to 
the Executive Council for such action 
as may be feasible. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 86—By Delegates 
Henry Koch and Chris. Kerker, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Drexter Baking 
Company, of Springfield, Mass., and the 
Schamliz & Sons’ Baking Company, of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, have declared 
open war_upon our members of the Bak- 
ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, who are doing all within 
their power to uphold and defend their 


constitution; and 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Drexter, of Spring- 
field, Mass., is Vice-President of the 
Massachusetts Master Baker Associa- 
tion, and Mr. Schmalz is secretary of 
the pool of the Master Bakers’ Boss 
Association of New York and New Jer- 
sey, Which, in the name of master, means 
nothing but the bringing about a slavish 
condition; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its President, 
officers and organizers, give special aid 
and assistance to the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America in ‘bringing about a suitable 
settlement; and be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request. by circular let- 
ter, all affiliated unions, Federal Unions, 
Central Unions, State Federations, Na- 
tional or International Unions to give a 
helping hand to the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union in 
trying to bring about a settlement, and 
if not successful, that a vigorous cam- 
paign be inaugurated against the pro- 
ducts, which are everything but fair. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be endorsed and referred to 
the Executive Council for such action 
as may be feasible. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


We concur with the sentiment express- 
ed by the Committee on Boycotts at the 
Norfolk Convention that the boycott 
should only be resorted to after all ef- 
forts at adjustment have failed, but 
when instituted, it should be made so 
effective that speedy agreement between 
the firm and union affected will follow. 
In speaking of the boycott, the Presi- 
dent, in his annual report, had this to 
say: 

“While the discussion of greater is- 
sues in the past year has tended to rele- 
gate to the background such rights as 
that of the boycott, yet I should be re- 
creant in my duty were I to remain 
silent upon that subject, and thus, per- 
haps, strengthen an impression which 
has been assiduously given out by our 
opponents, that the boycott—that is, the 
right to withdraw patronage, to bestow 
it upon whom we please—has been with- 
drawn from the workers of the country 
during the legal proceedings In rela- 
tion to the Injunction secured by the 
Bucks’ Stove and Range Company. 

“It will be remembered that the in- 
junction was sought primarily to re- 
strain the people in their right to quit 
buying Bucks’ stoves and ranges. It 
over-reached itself so far that the right 
to freedom of speech and press became 
involved. However, no consideration of 
the injunction has been possible by the 
courts without taking up the principle 
involved in the boycott. 

“We have always held, and we stil) 
hold that the workers, or any of the 
people, have the right to withhold or to 
bestow their patronage as they choose; 
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that they have the right to advise 
friends and sympathizers of this action 
and of -the reasons therefor. It is hard- 
ly necessary to state that in the case of 
the workers, the unfair attitude of the 
dealer in question has always been the 
reason for withdrawal of patronage. It 
has been made clear that he refused to 
pay the standard rate of Wages, and to 
agree to other equitable conditions 
which the workers seek through their 
organizations, and hence the withdrawal 
of patronage. The boycotts declared by 
other citizens have sometimes been 
placed for other reasons, and they can 
safely be left to a defence of their own 
actions. I only wish to point out In 
passing that the boycott is by no-means 
a weapon used by the workers 
alone. It is one of those inalienable 
rights which are at times used by all 
people The right to withhold or bestow 
patronage is one of those things which 
can neither be enjoined, forbidden, nor 


punished.” 
With the sentiment expressed and the 


policy enunciated our committee is in 
most hearty accord. The wares of the 
labor-boycotted enterprise, to the eye, 
are made up of the products of nature, 
fashioned by the hands of more or less 
unskilled workers; but to the individual 
with the capacity for analysis, there is 
visible the blood and innocence of the 
child, the health and virtue of the 
woman, and the disputed and denied 
right of the toller to collectively bar- 
main for the sale of labor. It impresses 
your committee that the opposition to 
the boycott, when it takes its legal 
form, is really intended to cover the 
economic iniquities of affected capital, 
to withdraw the attention of the public 
from the labor exploitation and center 
it on the ethics of the boycott, as wrong- 
fully expounded, to becloud and befog 
the real issue, so that the unfair pro- 
ducer, the enemy of his own class as 
well as of the wage-earner, may be free 
to continue his industrial piracy while 
the consumer is sent chasing false gods 
and exploded economic theories. The 
protection of the law is sought by skil- 
ful pleaders for special privilege, in or- 
der that the rottenness, the tyranny and 
the horrible working conditions asso- 
clated with the boycotted manufactur- 
ing plant may be obscured to the pub- 
lic gaze. If in instances where the boy- 
cott is now necessary the right kind of 
publicity could be had, the boycott 
would be unnecessary, for an aroused 
public conscience would speedily com- 
pel the manufacturing and the selling 
malefactor to put his establishment In 
industrial order or go evt of business, 
Rut under present conditions the hoy- 


cott is a necessary legal and moral 
weapon, and one that, as the President 
well says, there should be no hesitation - 
to resort to when other remedies fail 
and the occasion demands the unusual 
and drastic antidote. Lawyers’ asso- 
ciations, medical societies, scientific 
bodies, even the fraternal societies, all 
forms of combined human endeavor— 
all resort to the boycott to achieve their 
legitimate, and in some instances ille- 
gitimate ends. Why then should not 
the labor union have that right with its 
cause a just one, and its desire the bet- 
terment and uplifting of t'.ose who fol- 
low the scriptural injunction, “In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy 
bread.” If an individual has the right 
to refuse to patronize, then that same 
individual has the right to enlist the 
sympathies of his fellowman, and it fol- 
lows that if the two have the right to 
refuse to patronize, then labor in com- 
bination has the right to refuse to 
patronize. 

We say that when your cause is just 
and every other remedy has been em- 
ployed without result, boycott: we say 
that when the employer has determined 
to exploit not only adult male labor. but 
our women and our children, and our 
reasoning and appeal to his fairness and 
his conscience will not sway him, boy- 
cott; we say that when labor has been 
oppressed, browbeaten and tyrannized, 
boycott; we say when social and poli- 
tical conditions become so bad that or- 
dinary remedial measures are fruitless, 
boycott; and finally we say, we have the 
right to boycott, and we propose to 
exercise that right. 

In the application of this right of 
boycott, to paraphase the President, we 
propose to strive on and on. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DENIS A. HAYES, Chairman; 
W. ALEX. VICKERTY, 
CHARLES DOLD, 

D. F. MANNING, 

M. ZUCKERMANN, 

WM. Q. SULLIVAN, 

VICTOR ALTMAN, 

AUGUST MOLTER, 
MICHAEL J. HALLINAN, 
THOMAS L. HUGHES, 

P. J. JORDAN, 

H. A. COOPER. 

LOUIS KEMPER, 

C. W. FRY. 

JAMES M. LYNCH, Secretary: 

I move the adoption of the report of 
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the committee as a whole. 

Motion carried. 

Vice-President Mitchell—I take ad- 
vantage of this occasion to record, as 
positively as I can, my complete con- 
currence in the declarations of the com- 
mittee. I recognize that. at this time, 
every statement made by the represen- 
tatives at this Convention, and par- 
ticularly by those who on next Monday 
must present themselves in court at 
Washington, Is being scrutinized with 
the greatest care. I want the delegates 
to this Convention, I want the people 
of the United States to know that, so 
far as I am concerned, I shall not speak 
defiantly, but, let the consequence be 
what it will, I shall not surrender any 
right guaranteed to me by the constitu- 
tion of our country. I am not sure how 
much mental and physical suffering will 
be necessary to make me submit, but if 
I know myself, and I think I do, no 
amount of physical pain or mental suf- 
fering will persuade me that I have not 
the right to spend my money where I 
please, the right to speak and print 
whatever I choose, being responsible un- 
der the law for the abuse of that right. 

Speaking generally of the boycott, it 
may be, if properly and advisedly used, 
one of the most humane and beneficial 
weapons in the hands of organized la- 
bor. Used Iill-advisedly, it may prove a 
detriment to us, but whether it be a 
benefit or a detriment, each man for 
himself must determine where he is go- 
ing to bestow his patronage. I deny 
most emphatically that any merchant or 
any manufacturer has a property in- 
terest in my patronage. It is mine to 
bestow or withhold as suits my own pleas- 
ure, and any attempt through the sub- 
tleties of the law to take from me the 
absolute right to spend where I please 
my own money—any attempt to take from 
the people the right to spend where they 
please their own money — must be Te- 
sisted at any cost and opposed to the very 
lisnit. 

Now, Mr, Chairman, this is the first 
time during this Convention that I have 
had anything to say about the proceed- 
ings in court at Washington. I have 
information that cognizance has been 
taken there of utterances by men on the 
floor of this Convention, and I want to 


(Seconded.) 


go clearly on record so that no man 
may misunderstand my attitude, and 
that no man, however designing, may 


be able to distort my attitude. I pro- 
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pose in the future, as in the past, to 
exercise the right guaranteed me by the 
founders of our country; I propose— 
if I am sent to jJail—-when I come from 
there to declare again that I shall not, 
for myself, purchase any product of the 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company. I 
make this declaration not to tickle the 
ear of any man; I make it solely that I 
may declare publicly the conviction that 
is within me. 


Now, my friends, it seems to me that 
this whole proceeding should prove a 
lasting lesson to the workingmen of the 
United States and Canada. If all the 
workingmen had been true to them- 
selves, if they had been true to their 
obligation, there would not have been 
a non-union product on the market for 
sale. The trouble with us is that we 
are so concerned with our own affairs 
that we pay little attention to the 
affairs of our fellow-unionists. If the 
workingmen could realize that they are 
the real employers of labor; if they would 
in their every day life carry into effect 
their open professions, it would not be 
long before every man and woman 
working for wages would be a mem- 
ber of a trade union. I believe the 
time will come when every workingman 
will demand and insist that the goods 
he buys shall be made by union labor. 
The merchants are only too anxious to 
supply the products men want to use, 
end the manufacturers will willingly 
supply the merchants with the products 
they demand. The difficulty has been 
that the union man has not insisted 
upon the union label or upon a union 
rroduct when he went to spend his 
money. It is true that there are some 
who have consistently and persistently 
demanded unlon-made goods. It is per- 
fectly obvious by the amount of non- 
union goods sold that only a small por- 
tion of the union men have done their 
full duty. 


I want to repeat that, so far as I am 
concerned—let the consequence be what 
it may—I am going to assert and exer- 
cise while at liberty the rights guaran- 
teed by the organic law of the country. 
I regard myself as a good deal of an 
American. I grew up with high pride 
in being an American. It may seem an 
idle sentiment, but I remember when I 
was a small boy, when my step-mother 
was so poor we could not buy bread 
enough to satisfy our hunger or clothes 
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to keep us warm, and on the cold win- 
ter nights I have crept out of bed to 
get my father’s soldier coat and wrap- 
ped it around me to keep the cold from 
me, I felt proud that I was an American 
and the son of an American soldier. I 
am not less proud now of being an Am- 
erican, but, my friends, I want to see 
the word “Americanism” stand for all 
the sentiment that is symbolized by the 
flag of our country. I want all the 
liberties, not the liberties that give us 
the right to do things we do not want 
to do; I mean the liberties that give us 
the right to live out our own lives and 
to be helpful to one another. I do not 
belleve in that liberty enunciated by 
some of our courts which say that men 
and women must have the liberty to 
work themselves to death. I do not be- 
lieve in the liberty enunciated by Judge 
Tuthill of Chicago, who declared the ten- 
hour law unconstitutional, because it 
would deny to girls and women the right 
to work fourteen hours a day. I do not 
believe in that species of liberty; but 
I do believe in the spirit of liberty that 
gives even to the most humble person 
on our soil the opportunity to grow and 
develop to the best that is in him. 

I believe that this litigation will have 
one good result. It will result in mak- 
ing our people think; it will bring home 
tc them the necessity of working in con- 
cert. Some years ago I had the privilege 
of traveling through some countries in 
T:urope, and while in Germany I visited 
a number of labor newspaper offices, and 
found in each one man who seemed not 
to know enough to conduct a news- 
paper, although he had a very Important 
title. Upon making inquiry as to his 
function, we were told that his duty 
was to go to prison. He was hired for 
a «mall wage and his principal duty was 
to be sent to prison because of some in- 
fraction of the law=lese majesty or 
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something of that kind—on the part of 
the editor. Surely the time will not 
come in America when it will be neces- 
sary for the labor organizationr to em- 
ploy someone to serve time in prison! 
There was a time, it is said, when a 
member of the British Parliament from 
Ireland, who had not served a sentence 
of imprisonment, was regarded as not 
altogether safe and faithful. Is the 
time going to come on our continent 
when the badge of faithfulness to labor 
must be the brand of imprisonment? 
Let us hope not. So far in the history 
of our country we have been singularly 
free from that sort of experience May 
we not hope that the laws of our coun- 
try may be so drafted and so amended 
and that the judiciary may so interpret 
those laws that no man may rightfully 
feel that he has not been given a 
“square deal?” ITamasanxious as any 
citizen can be that every institution con- 
nected with our government may be so 
conducted that no honest man may 
justiy feel that he has been denied an 
equal opportunity and equal rights witlı 
every other citizen. 

Delegate Tobin (J. F.)—I move that 
the speech of Vice-President Mitchell. 
which so clearly and forcefully express- 
es the conviction of this Convention, be 
printed in pamphlet form for purposes 
of propaganda. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Ross. , 

Delegate Hard{fng—I move as an 
amendment that the delegates here 
adopt the resolution by a rising vote, 
and thereby testify to their endorse- 
ment of the sentiment so eloquently ex- 
pressed by Vice-President Mitchell. 

The motion offered by Delegate Tobin 
was adopted by unanimous rising vote. 

At 5.46 o’clock p.m. the Convention 
was adjourned to meet at 9.00 o’clock 
a.m., Thursday, November 18th. 
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TENTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o’clock a. m., Thursday, November 
18th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Whitehead, Robinson, 
Schwarz, Farrell, Daniels, Stevenson (E. 
T.), Price, McGivern, Tracy (Wm. J.), 
Paravicini, McCarty, Manlove, Freel, 
Calvert, Lee, Thompson (G.), Huggins, 
Wareham, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, 
Archer, Martin, Brunet, Ferguson, Rob- 
erts, Garner, Mawbray, Leibowich. 


Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Edward E. Scharff, President, 
and George H. Morgan, Secretary, of the 
Merchants’ Exchange, of St. Louis, and 
from W. F. Saunders, Secretary of the 
Business Men’s League, of St. Louis, in- 
viting the American Federation of La- 
bor to hold its next Convention in that 
city. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
AND FEDERATED BODIES. 


Delegate de Nedrey, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 162—By Delegate John 
C. Harding of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor, P. C. Winn, of Engineers. 


WHEREAS, The delegates from Local 
No. 3, I. U. S. E., in Chicago, have been 
ordered unseated in the central body at 
once and without being granted a hear- 
ng: 

Therefore, Local No. 3, I. U. 8S. E., re- 
quest that their delegates be seated in 
the central body pending the disposition 
of their appeal. 


The committee reported as follows: 
Your committee has heard the case, and 
find that the revoking of the charter of 
Local No. 3, of I. U. S. E., of Chicago, 
was in conformity with the law of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers, 
and therefore recommend  non-concur- 
rence in the resolution. The Chicago 
Federation of Labor, in suspending Lo- 


ral Union, No. 3, complied with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 
The report of the committee, as a 
whole, was adopted. 


Delegate Daly (T. M.) arose to a ques- 
tion of personal privilege, and stated, 
in part: A year ago, in the Denver Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, an attack was made upon Vice- 
President Mitchell by our then Interna- 
tional President, Mr. Grout. I want to 
say to the delegates at this Convention 
that it was without the knowledge of 
our organizaion that such an attack was 
made. The rank and file of our or- 
ganization, as well as the officers, great- 
ly disapproved of the attack. We felt, 
if there was any delegate in that Con- 
vention who should have remained silent 
when there was an attack contemplated 
upon any of the three officers of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, who are now 
under sentence, it was the President of 
the Metal Polishers. We feel there was 
some motive behind it that was not for 
the interest of our organization or for 
the interest of the American Federation 
of Labor, and we deeply regret that it 
was made. We desire that it be made 
known as widely as possible that our 
organization, both the officers and the 
rank and file, thoroughly disapprove of 
and condemn that action. 

Delegate Hayes (Max)—I rise to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. There seems 
to be considerable confusion among the 
delegates regarding the status of various 
central bodies in reference to the two 
wings of the Electrical Workers. What 
I desire to learn is this: In view of the 
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action taken yesterday by unanimous 
,ote of this Convention, and the prob- 
ability that there will be an amalgama- 
tion of these antagonistic wings of the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
what is required of the central bodies 
who harbor the so-called Reid Electrical 
Workers? Is it required of the Build- 
ing Trades Council to unseat the two 
strike-bound Electrical Workers’ unions 
in Cleveland? Is it required that we 
oust them? If it is, I want to know 
further whether the charters of state 
and central organizations in which I 
know the Reid Electrical Workers’ 
unions are now seated, will be revoked. 
I want a ruling from the Chair, so that 
this may be made perfectly plain to the 
delegates. . 

Vice-President Duncan—In the ab- 
sence of President Gompers yesterday, 
and I believe, in the absence of the 
delegate who asks the question, this 
same information was asked twice from 
the floor of the Convention, and was 
answered. The question was asked yes- 
terday if, in view of the action of the 
Convention, it was not a fact that every- 
thing would be turned back at the ad- 
journment of the Denver Convention, 
and that they should assume their po- 
sition as per the understanding at the 
adjournment of the Denver Convention. 
The answer was that everything would 
remain as it was at the organization 
of this Convention until, by the method 
adopted by this Convention, the contro- 
versy was settled. Later, a delegate 
arose and asked the same question in 
different language, and again the nswer 
was given, with the apparent approval 
of the Convention, but without a vote, 
that the situation remains as it was, 
ruling and everything, up to the date 
of the organization of this Convention, 
and would so remain until the method 
adopted by the Convention for the ad- 
justment of grievances had ben car- 
ried into effect. 

Delegate Hayes (Max)—Am I to un- 
derstand that the same course will be 
pursued in reference to those state and 
central bodies that still retain their 
charters and harbor the Electrical Work- 
ers, as has been pursued in the case 
of the central bodies that have lost their 
charters? 

President Gompers—When 
complaint or official knowledge is had, 
the organizations offending against the 


forma) ° 


“ 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


laws of the American Federation of 
Labor will be advised that their course 
should be changed or modified. 

Delegate Duffy—In looking over the 
supplemental report of the Executive 
Council, under the head of “General 
Rules Governing Departments of the 
American Federation of Labor,” I find 
nothing regarding representation in the 
conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor. Has that been considered? 

President Gompers—The Executive 
Council felt that Departments, being 
themselves federated bodies, and already 
represented on the floor of this Con- 
vention through their internatio-al 
unions and their locals, through central 
bodies and State federations, it was not 
wise to have the Departments, as such, 
represented by delegates. 

Delegate Duffy spoke at length in 
favor of having the Departments repre- 
sented, and moved that the presidents 
of the Departments have a voice on the 
floor of the Annual Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor, repre- 
senting the Departments. (Secended.) 

Vice-President Perham—Not all the 
chief executives of the Departments are 
named as Presidents, and I think ‘“e 
motion should be amended to say the 
Chief Executives of the Departments. 

Delegate Duffy—I will change that, 
and move that the Chief Executive off- 
cer of each Department have a voice on 
the floor of the Annual Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor, repre- 
senting that Department. 

The motion was seconded by Vice- 
President Perham. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—Is that to be 
general in its application, or cenfined 
to this Convention? 

President Gompers—A motion of this 
character cannot be binding upon any 
other Convention. If it is a matter of 
law, it will have to go before the Com- 
mittee on Laws. If it is adopted as a 
courtesy to the officers of these Depart- 
ments during this Convention, it is with- 
in the province of the Convention to 
Bay so. 

The question was discussed by Dele 
gates Mahon, Lewis and Duffy. 

Delegate Lewis—I will have no ob- 
jection to the motion if it is so worded 
that it is confined to this Convention; 
but if it is made a matter of law to 
govern future Conventions, I will ob- 
ject to the motion. 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 287 


President Gompers—If the motion is 
made to apply to this Convention, it 
is within the province of the Convention 
to consider it in its present form. Does 
Delegate Duffy modify his motion so 
as to make it apply to this Convention? 

Delegate Duffy answered President 
Gompers’ question in the affirmative, 
and the motion was adopted with that 
understanding. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AD- 
JUSTMENT. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.), Secretary of 
the Committee, read the following re- 
port: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Your Committee on Adjustment beg 

to submit for your consideration the 

following report upon the various mat- 
ters referred to it: 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
CAR WORKERS — BROTHER- 


HOOD OF RAILWAY CARMEN. 

At our Convention in Denver last 
year an agreement was entered int? 
between the representatives of these two 
organizations, alded by Chairman Per- 
ham of the then newly-formed Railroad 
Employees’ Department of the A. F. of 
L. This agreement provided for a refer- 
endum vote of the membership of the 
two organizations, the appointment of 
a committe from each of five mem- 
bers, with full power to act with a 
representative of the A. F. of L, for 
the purpose of formulating a plan of 
amalgamation. 
Brotherhood of 
put a referend 
afillating with 
vote taken by 
favor, that of t 
ation against th 

However, still 














was continued 
meeting of the 
following agree 
between the re 
organizations, 
acting for the 

Victoria 


At a meeting 
Victoria Hotel, 
formal discussi 


committe from the Executive Board of 
the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of 
America and two members of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers, relative to 
the amalgamation of the two organiza- 
tions, the Committee of the Brother- 
hood of Railway Carmen having full 
power to act, and the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers not. The 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of Am- 
erica stated that their committee, hav- 
ing full power to act, would remain as 
it was until their convention. Brother 
H. B. Perham, who had been called into 
the controversy by the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor, 
suggested that the International As- 


‘sociation of Car Workers report to their 


Executive Board what had taken place, 
and they agreed to recommend to their 
Executive Board the submitting of the 
plan for their consideration of asking 
their membership to authorize the ap- 
pointment of a like committee, with 
power to act, at a time and place to be 
mutually agreed upon, provided said 
meeting, If held, shall not be later than 
October 15, 1909. 

H. B. PERHAM, Chairman; 

FRANK L. RONEMUS, 

FRANK HALL, 

J. W. BARTHOLOMEW, 

GEORGE E. WEBSTER. 
For Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of 

America. - 
C. W. GIBSON, 


T. H. CONDON. 
For International Association of Car 
Workers. 


We were later advised that the Execu- 
tive Board of the International Associ- 
ation declined to submit the question to 
a referendum vote. 

In view of the fact that the Brother- 
hood of Railway Carmen of America 
voted to affillate with the A. F. of L., 
application for charter was made by its 
officers. We have had this application 
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except .n so far as it authorizes the 
Executive Council to issue a charter t9 
the . amalgamated organizations. That 
would authorize the Executive Council, 
in my opinion, to revoke the charter 
of the International Association of Car 
Workers, in violation of Section XII., 
Article 9. I feel the report of the com- 
mittee is in violation of that section, 
and raise that point of order. 

President Gompers—The Chair decides 
the point of order is not well taken. At 
the meeting of the Executive Council, 
when this subject was under considera- 
tion, the very course stated by Delegate 
Richardson was stated to be the course 
which must necessarily be pursued in 
this Convention; that is, the attention 
of the Convention will be called to all 
that is implied in the report, and that 
this proposition must be decided by roll 
call and require a two-thirds vote to 
adopt. 

Delegate Mahon—TI would like to have 
it made clear when this conference is 
to take place. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—The committee was unable to 
say when the conference would tak> 
place. It states that the conference will 
be held in the city of Washington, D. C., 
at the earliest possible date. There are 
two organizations Involved in this con- 
troversy—the International Association 
of Car Workers and the Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen. An effort was made 
to get the organizations together and 
agree upon a basis of amalgmtion. The 
representatives of the Brotherhod of 
Railway Carmen, its executive officers, 
are here with full power to amalgamate 
on any basis. They represent approxi- 
mately 20,000 men. The International 
Association of Car Workers, the affili- 
ated organization, is represented here 
with no power to agree upon the terms 
of amalgamation. Representatives of 
both organizations admitted in the com- 
mittee that amalgamation would best 
serve the interests of the car workers of 
this country. When the question was 
put to the representatives of the affili- 
ated unions, whether or not they would 
recommend to their constituents, who 
are afflliated with this body, any plan 
of amalgamation that might be agreed 
upon, they did not answer the question. 
Another question entered into the con- 
troversy. The non-afflliated organiza- 
tion has an indebtedness obligated by 
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those 20,000 or more men in the way of 
strike benefits. Their representatives 
were asked if they expected the amalga- 
mated organization to take care of thal 
indebtedness, and they replied that they 
did not: that their membership would 
take care of it. . 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Mahon at some length. 

Delegate Braggins—I move that the 
report of the committe be amended to 
limit the time when this meeting shall 
occur to February ist. That will give 
more than sixty days. 

After a short discussion, Delegate 
Braggins moved, as an amendment io 
the report of the committee, that the 
time in which the meeting shall be held 
be limited to four months. (Seconded.) 

The question was further discussed by 


President Gompers, Vice-President 
O’Connell, Delegate Mahon, Delegate 
Richardson, and Delegate Braggins. 


The amendment offered by Delegate 


Braggins was lost. 

President Gompers—The Chair desires 
to ask if a roll call is waived. 

Delegate Richardson—I ask for a roll 
call under the law. 

President Gompers — The Secretary 
will call the roll. 

Delegate Richardson—I am not ask- 
ing ii on the report of the committee, 
but on Section XII. 

Roll call on report of Committee on 
Adjustment on the question of the In- 
tcrnational Association of Car Workers 
and the Brotherhood of Railway Car- 
men: 

AYE—Kennedy, Kerker, Koch, Kiapetz- 
ky. Noschang, scher, Mote, Franklin, 
Quesnel, Dohney, Glockling, Dougherty 
(J. W.), Hallinan, Agnew, Spraggon, 
Batchelder, Kemper, Proebstle, Kugler, 
Ward, Sullivan (J.), Butterworth, Huber, 
Duffy (F.), O'Reilly, Botterill, Sexton, 
Flynn, O’Brien, Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), 
Barnes, French, Smith (J. T.). Conway, 
Manning (D. F.), Robinson (Herman), 
Zuckerman, Cable, McManus, McNulty, 
Fay, Monaghan, Comerford, Winn. Mur- 
phy (M.). Healy, Morton, Rickert. Lar- 
er, Landers, Altman, Schwarz, Rosen- 

rg, Lollo, Wescott, West, Duncan, Gar- 
vey, Coombe, Moffitt, Maher, D’Alessan- 


dro, Smith (H. P.), Kirby, Morrissey, 
Sullivan (J. L.), Farrell. Griffin, Sulli- 
van (T. J.). Sullivan (W. Q.), Weisen- 


berger, Manning (J. J.). Pfeiffer O’Con- 
nor, Joyce, Raymond, Dwyer, O’Connell. 
Sarber, Fry, Keppler, Van Lear, Lowe. 
Cassidy, Noyes, Daly, Rumsey, O’8ulli- 
van, Butler (T.), Ross, Lewis, Mitchell. 
Walker, Van Horn, Hayes (F. J.). Sav- 
age, Valentine Frev. Humpnhrev (T.). 
Wilkerson, Jordan, Weber. Miller (0). 
Winkler. Carey (D. A.), Tazelaar. Arnold. 
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Elsenring, Cullen, Carey (J. T.), Wilson 
(Js.y. Gernon, Sheret, Woll, Foster, Don- 


lin, McGivern, Cook, Alpine, Clark, Shirk, ' 


buffy (T. J.), Humphrey (T. J.) 
Sprague, Hall, Vickery, McCarthy, I*ey- 
ler, Perham, Brown, Tanquary, Braggins, 
Manlove, Mahon Commons, Pratt, Marsh, 
Hart, Barry, Suarez, Ottinger, Lennon, 
sobinson (Hugh), Sweeney, Golden, 
‘ransey, Evans, McAndrew, Lynch, Mor- 
rison, Hayes (M. S.), Stevenson (Hugh), 


McCullough, Doherty, Jones, Smith 
(O0. P.), Menton, Driscoll, McKinstry, 
Manuel, Donoghue, Guye, Ford, Mc- 
kachern, Bower, Iglesias (S.), Lee, 
Swenson, Hurley, McClain, Welhauser, 
Goughlin, Hynes, O'Leary, Hoffman, 
Harding, Rist, Bailey, Breidenbach, 


Bruce (S.), Miller, Kovaleski, Redding, 
Johns, Aitchison, Burke, Iear, Stewart, 
Pena. Melms, Van Lear (Mrs. T.), Breen, 
Ferguson, Oliver, Anderson, Carlson, 
Whalen, Kelly, Kreyling, Howley, Byron, 
Creager, Bruce (J. W.), De Nedrey, Mc- 
Manus, Howell, Roderick, Bohm, Sum- 
merville, Sullivan (Miss O.), Bancroft, 
representing 12,189 votes. 


NAY—Kline, Dougherty (W. J.), 
Powelslands, Tobin (J. F.), Ryan, Sladky, 
Reid, Richardson, Brennan (W. A.), Red- 
ler, Feeney, McKee, Manan, Walsh, 
Hayes (D. A.), Coakley, Price, Call, Mol- 
ter, Hannah. Dold, Tracy (W. J.), Furu- 
seth, Olander, Huddleston, Tobin (D. J.), 


Hughes, Longstreet, Murphy (J. F.), 
Daley, Leps, Hatch, Mulcahy Ott, 
Cronin, McGovern, Leonard, Brennan 


(CW. J.). De Veaux, Dougherty (C. A.) 
Grace, Curtis, representing 1,377 votes. 

OT VOTING—Ricardo, Whitehead, 
Butler (J. T.), Freight Handlers, Nestor, 
Kenehan, McArdle, Daniels, McSorley, 
Stevenson (FE. T.), Gehring, Wilson 
(W. B.), Goltra, Paravicini, Berry, Freel, 
Evans, McHugh, Gervais, Harshbarger, 
Lawyer, Calvert, Hally, Connors, James, 
Bruten, Berger. Thompson, Hirsch, Gar- 
rett, Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Horn- 
brook, Wareham, Miller (H.), Ruden, 
“Mm. 17; Burkhart, Archer, Martin, Bru- 
1et. Letham, Draper, Dempsey, Raleigh, 
Roberts, Gardner, Voll, Smith (A. MY. 
Mawbray. Iglesias (J.), Leibowich, 
Dunne, Morris, Gill, Clynes representing 
977 votes. 


President Gompers—More than two- 
thirds of the votes having been cast in 
favor of the proposition, it is carried. 


Delegate Richardson—I would like to, 


make a statement of the reason why our 
Executive Board did not agree to the 
amalgamation. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—I do not believe the committee 
has any objections, but I believe that 
should have been submitted, with any 
resolutions you submitted, and {ncorpor- 
ated in the usual way. If you want to 
file it with the Executive Council for 
their information, I think you ought to 
do so, but not make it part of the 
records of this Convention. 
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On the following position of the re- 
rort of the Executive Council 
SHEET METAL WORKERS — STOVE 
MOUNTERS. 


We have continued our efforts during 
the year in behalf of securing an adjust- 
ment of the jurisdiction dispute exist- 
ing between these two organizations. A 
conference between their respective rep- 
resentatives has been arranged to be 
held during this Convention. Report as 
to the results of this conference will be 
made to you later. 


the committee reported as follows: 

Your committee recommends that we 
re-affirm the decision of the Denver Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor with reference to the dispute be- 
tween the Sheet Metal Workers and 
Stove Mounters’ organizations. 

We further recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. be 
instructed to arrange the lines of juris- 
diction between the Sheet Metal Work- 
ers’ and Stove Mounters’ unions. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the _ caption, 
“Moving Picture Machine Operators,” 
the committe reported as follows: 

Your committee recommends that the 
President of the A. F. of L. be instruct- 
ed to continue his efforts to bring about 
another conference between the repre- 
sentatives of the two organizations in- 
volved, for the purpose of adjusting the 
controversy. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mitte was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Wood-Workers—Carpenters,” the com- 
mittee reported as follows: 


WOOD-WORKERS — CARPENTERS. 


In conformity with the action of the 
Denver Convention, President Gompers 
attended the Convention of the Amalga- 
mated Wood-Workers, which met in 
Chicago In March to endeavor to comply 
with the intent and purpose of the Min- 
neapolis decision affecting the interests 
of the Carpenters’ and ood-Workers’ 
organizations, and the invitation was 
also extended by the Wood-Workers to 
the officers of the United Brotherhood. 
The failure of the Brotherhood to have 
a representative present during the con- 
vention has, in our opinion, tended to in- 
tensify the feeling and widen the breach 
between them. 

In the meantime, the Wood-Workers 
protest against the action of the Execu- 
tive Council in endorsing the Union 
Label of the United Brotherhood. 

Upon a suggestion, an invitation has 
been extended to the representatives of 
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the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and the Amalgamated Wood- 
Workers’ International Union to have 
their officers or delegates to this Con- 
vention, or both, to met in joint friendly 
conference in this city during our Con- 
vention, and endeavor to reach an honor- 
able adjustment of the controversy ex- 
isting between them. In that form, or 
through this report, the subject matter 
In laced before you for your further 
action. 


The subject matter contained in the 
report of the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L., and shubmitted to us, has 
been carefully considered. An effort 
has been made by representatives of our 
committee to have the officers of tho 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners and Amalgamated Wood-Work- 
ers’ organization to agree upon terms 
of amalgamation. The efforts of our 
committee were not successful, and we 
recommend that this Convention adopt 
the following proposition as a basis for 
amalgamation: 


AGREEMENT TO BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF 
CARPENTERS AND JOINERS AND 
THE AMALGAMATED WOOD- 
WORKERS. 


It is agreed between the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners and 
the Amalgamated Wood-Workers that 
complete amalgamation shall take place 
within one year from November 1, 1909, 
under the following terms: 

1. That all the terms of this agree- 
ment shall be carried out in their en- 
tirety, and complete amalgamation of 
the two organizations above-named shall 
be made within the time stated in this 
agreement. 

2. Wood-Workers, such as are now 
claimed by the Amalgamated Wood- 
Workers, shall, wherever practicable, be 
organized under a charter of either or- 
ganization of their choice. 

8. That Wood-Workers and Carpenters 
may join in mixed locals under the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters in 
centres where there are not sufficient 
members to maintain separate charters. 

4. Local unions now attached to the 
organizations in interest shall remain in 
such affillation until the consummation 
of the amalgamation. 

5. In case of a strike or lockout, in- 
volving the members of the Amalga- 
mated Wood-Workers, after vote is 
taken and approved to amalgamate, If 
the funds of the Amalgamated Wood- 
Workers are sufficient to support their 
members in the trade controversy, the 
funds of the United Brotherhood shall 
not be called upon to defray said ex- 
penses; but if the funds be insufficient, 
and the proposed trade movement, or 
lockout. be approved by the General 
Executive Board of the United Brothei- 
hood, it shall be suported out of the 
funds of the United Brotherhood. 

6. All trade agreements of the Amal- 
gamated Wood-Workers and United 
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Brotherhood in force on November 1, 
1908, shall be respected and lived up to 
by all concerned, except the clauses 
specifying members of the United Bro- 
therhood or members of the Amalga- 
mated Wood-Workers. New agreements 
shall not extend beyond November 1, 
1910, the maximum period of this amal- 
gamation. Members of either organizs- 
tion can work in shops where such 
agreements exist without violating this 
contract. 

7. The officers, or their successors, 
and the organizers of the Amalgamated 
Wood-Workers shall supervise and man- 
age the affairs of the Wood-Workers’ 
International Union until amalgamation 
takes place. 

8. This agreement is subject to rati- 
fication by both organizations, in ac- 
cordance with their respective laws. 

9. All hostilities, of whatever nature, 


‘between the two crganizations shall im- 


mediately terminate and be withdrawn 
as an evidence of good faith, without 
discrimination to the members of either 
organization. 

10. It is agreed that this plan of 
amalgamation shall be printed in a cir- 
cular letter by the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners and the 
Amalgamated Wood-Workers, respec- 
tively, and submitted by their executive 
officers and representatives to the mem- 
bers of both organizations within three 
months from the date of the adoption 
of this report. 

We, your committee, further recom- 
mend that the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. be authorized and instructed 
to carry into effect the terms of this 
proposed amalgamation of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
and Amalgamated Wood-Workers’ or- 
ganizations. 


A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred In. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Ott, Delegate Mulcahy, and Vice- 
President O’Connell. 

A viva-voce'’ vote was taken, and the 
motion to adopt the report of the com- 
mittee was declared carried. 

Delegate Mulcahy requested a roll 
call on the motion to adopt the report 
of the committee. The demand was not 
supported by the requisite number of 
delegates. 

Vice-President Duncan—If the subject 
matter is carried out, does it not in- 
volve the revocation of a charter? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—It is reaffirming the decision of 
the Minneapolis Convention practically 
in toto. The Convention has already 
acted on the matter, but we simply 
added some new features. 

Vice-President Duncan—That involves 
the revocation of a charter, and there 
fore calls for a roll call. 
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President Gompers—The answer is in 
the affirmative from the committee, and 
a roll call will be had. , 

Delegate Proebstle—If the question 
is carried, will it mean the revocation 
of the charter of the Wood-Workers? 

President Gompers—The committee 
states there is an eventually in which 
that may occur. 


Delegate McKee—I want to have in- 
formation before I vote. Does the re- 
port provide for compulsory assimila- 
tion? 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—The committee has come to the 
conclusion that where certain men in 
this labor movement do not see the 
benefit of concentration, we believe it is 
time to compel them to get into line 
for their own good. 

Roll call on the motion to adopt the 
report of the Committee on Adjustment 
on the question of Wood-Workers and 
Carpenters: 


AYE—Kennedy, Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Fischer, Mote, Powelsland, Franklin, 
Quesnel, Dohney, Glockling, Dougherty 
(J. W.), Hallinan, Agnew, Spraggon, 
Batchelder, Kemper, Ward, Butterworth, 
Ryan, Butler (J. T.), Sladky, Huber, 
Duffy (F.), O’Reilly, Botterill, Sexton, 
Flynn, O’Brien, Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), 
Barnes, French, Smith (J. T.), Conway, 
Manning (D. F.), Robinson (Herman), 
Zuckerman, McNulty, Fay, Monaghan, 
Comerford, Murphy (M.). Rickert, Lar- 
ger, Landers, Altman, Schwarz, Rosen- 
berg, West, Duncan, Garvey, Coombe, 
Maher, Smith (H. P.), Kirby, Mor- 
rissey, Sullivan (J. L.), Farrell, Grif- 
fin, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (W. Q.), 
Daniels, Manning, (J. J. ) ® O’Con- 
nor, Joyce, Raymond, Dwyer, O’Connell, 
Sarber, Fry, Keppler, Van Lear, Lowe, 
Cassidy, Noyes, Daly, O’Sullivan, Butler 
(T.), Ross, Lewis, Mitchell, Walker, 
Van Horn, Hayes (F. J.), Savage, Valen- 
tine, Frey, Humphrey (T.), Wilkerson, 
Jordan, Miller, Carey (D. A.), Tazelaar, 
‚Arnold, Eisenring, Cullen, Wilson (J.), 


«Woll, Foster, Donlin, McGivern, Cook, 
Alpine, Clark, Shirk, Tracy (W. J.), 
Duffy (T. J.), Humphrey (T. J.). 


Sprague, Feyler, Perham, Brown, Tan- 
cuary. Bragegins, Manlove, Marsh. Hart, 
Rarry, Suarez, Lennon, Robinson 
(Rugh). Sweeney, Tobin (D .J.), Hughes, 
T.ongstreet, Murphy (J. F.), Daley. Gol- 
den, Tansey, Lynch. Morrison. Hayes 
(M. 8.). Stevenson (Hugh). McCullough, 
Nohertv. Smith (O. P.). Menton, Cronin. 
MeKinetrv. Manuel, Donoghue. Guve, 
Tord. McGovern. Bower. Teleelas (S.). 
Cee. Hurlev. McClain. Hirsch. Welhauser, 
Hynee, Hoffman. Harding. Bruce (S.), 
Kovaleet{, Aitchi<on. Burke, Fear. Stew- 
art. Melms. Van Lear (Mrs. T.), Oliver, 
Grace. Carleon. Whalen. Howley, Bvron. 
Creager. Roderick. Iglesias (J.). Somer- 
ville. Sullivan (Miss O.), representing 
11,203 votes. 
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NAY—Proebstle, Kugier, Sullivan (J.), 
Reid, Crampton, Richardson, Cable, Mc- 
Manus, Westcott, Lollo, Feeney, McKee, 
Winn, Healey, Morton, Coakley, Call, 
Molter, Rumsey, Weber, Carey (J. T.), 
Hannah, Dold, Mahon, Commons, Pratt, 
Furuseth, Olander, Huddleston, Ottinger, 
Harshbarger, Leps, Evans, McAndrew, 
Hatch, ulcahy, Ott, Connors, James, 
Rist, Bailey, Breidenbach, Redding, Bren- 
nan (W. J.), De Veaux, Kreyling, Bruce 
(J. W.), Bohm, Dunne, Curtis, repre- 
senting 1,707 votes. 

NOT VOTING—Ricardo, Kerker, Koch, 
Whitehead, Kline, Dougherty (W. J.), 
Tobin (J. F.), Brennan (W. A.), Redler, 
Manyan, Walsh, Freight Handlers, Hayes 
(D. A.), Nestor, Moffitt, D’Alessandro, 
Kenehan, McArdle, Weisenberger, Mc- 
Sorley, Stevenson (E. T.), Pfeiffer, Geh- 
ring, Price, Wilson (W. B.), Winkler, 
Gernon, Sheret, Goltra, Paravicini, Berry, 
Hall, Vicker » McCarthy, Freel, Evans, 
McHugh rvais, Lawyer, Calvert, 
Hally, Jones (Jerome), Driscoll, Mc- 
Eachern, Bruten, Swenson, Berger, 
Thompson, Garrett, Coughlin, O’Leary, 
Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Aliller (S.), 
Hornbrook, | Johns (W. L.), Wareham, 
Leonard, flier (H.), Ruden, Maupin, 
Burkhart, Archer, Pena, Martin, Brunet, 
Breen, Letham, Ferguson, Draper, 
Dougherty (C. A.), anderson, Kelly, 
Dempsey Raleigh Roberts. Gardner, De 
Nedrey, voll, cManus, Howell, Smith 
A. .), Mawbray, Leibowich, Morris, 

ili, Ciynes, Bancroft, representing 
1,633 votes. 


President Gompers—More than two- 
thirds of the votes having been cast in 
favor of the proposition, it is carried. 


Resolution No. 7—By Delegates John 
B. Lennon, Hugh Robinson and Thos. 
Sweeney, of the Journeymen Tallors’ 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union of America, 
held in Buffalo, New York, during the 
month of August, 1909, passed the fol- 
lowing resolutions; and 

RBAS, The claim for jurisdiction 
as set forth in said resolutions by the 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union of America 
are in accord and in harmony with the 
recognized rights of the Journeymen 
Tailors to jurisdiction over custom tail- 
oring made for strictly legitimate mer- 
chant tailors; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we recognize the right of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors’ Union of America to 
jurisdiction and control over all persons 
engaged in the manufacture of custom 
clothing for the legitimate merchant tail- 
oring firms of the United States and 
Canada within the jurisdiction of said 
organization. 


JURISDICTION. 


FIRST. That the J. T. U. of A. claim 
jurisdiction over all workers engaged in 
the manufacture of legitimate custom 
tailoring. no matter what system of 
work is used. 

SECOND. That we favor the creation 
of a federation composed of the J. T. U. 
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of A., United Garment Workers and kin- 
dred clothing unions. 

THIRD. hat the above claim for 
jurisdiction by the J. T. U. of A. be 
presented to the A. of L. by our 
elegates to the A. F. of L. convention 
until the proposed jurisdiction is con- 
ce . 

FOURTH. That the delegates elected 
by this convention to the A. F. of L. 
Convention be made a permanent com- 
mittee to carry into effect these recom- 
mendations after proper endorsement by 
a referendum vote of the general mem- 
bership. 

FIFTH. That we recommend to all 
our members the substitution of the 
weekly system of work instead of the 


piece aystem, 

SIXTH. That this Convention, held in 
Buffalo, N. J. recommend to the locals 
of the J. T. U. of A. and urge upon 
them to work for the establishment of 
conference committees between the mer- 
chant tailors and the local for the pur- 
pose of furthering and bettering the 
interest of our craft. 

Your committee récommends that the 
claim for jurisdiction be referred to the 
Executive Council, with instructions to 
arrange a conference of the represent- 
atives of the Journeymen Tallors and 
others interested, for the purpose of 
settling any controversy that may exist. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 


tee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 15—By Delegates 
Valentine, Frey, Humphrey, Wilkerson 
and Jordan, of the International Molders’ 


Union: . 

WHEREAS, The International Molders 
Union of North America has had juris- 
diction over all molders since its or- 
ganization, over fifty years ago; and 

WHEREAS, When the question of 
jurisdiction over Brass Molders was 
raised by the representatives of the 
Metal Polishers, uffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union of 
North America, at the Boston Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor in 19038, unqualified and absolute 
jurisdiction over all Molders was given 
to the International Molders Union of 
North America; and 

WHEREAS, The Metal Polishers, Buf- 
fers, Platers and Brass Workers Inter- 
national Union of North America, in 
direct violation of the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
decision of the Boston Convention of 
1903, has claimed jurisdiction over brass 
and other mixed metal molders, and 
has entered into an active campaign, 
having for its object the organization of 
brass and other mixed metal molders 
into their organization; and 

WHEREAS, This policy has created a 
condition which jeopardizes the welfare 
of the trade union movement; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the Metal Polishers, 
Buffers, Platers and Brass Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of North America be, 
and is hereby instructed to immediately 


cease its efforts to organize brass and 
other mixed metal molders and comply 
with the decision of the Boston Conven- 
tion of 1903 giving jurisdiction over all 
molders to the International Molders 
Union of North America; and, be it fur- 


ther 

RESOLVED, That should the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union of North 
America fail to comply with this reso- 
lution within thirty days, that it shall 
be the duty of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
revoke the charter of the said organiza- 

on. 


Committee recommends that we re- 
affirm the action of the Boston Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and instruct the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., to carry into 
effect the decision of the Boston Con- 
vention. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

Vice-President Valentine—In order 
that we might try to prevent an endless 
discussion of the subject on this floor, 
I would like to ask the representatives 
of the Metal Polishers’ organization 
whether they will recommend to their 
membership the decision that may be 
reached by this Convention upon this 
question. So far as the Internationa) 
Molders’ Union is concerned, we are 
quite willing to make the recommenda- 
tion. 

Delegate Daly (T. M.)—I will say to 
the delegates and officers of this Con- 
vention that the Metal Polishers, Buff- 
ers, Platers, and Brass Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America wil} 
always live up to the mandates of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—I desire to state for tne infor- 
mation of the Convention that the de- 
cision of the Boston Convention gave 
to the Iron Moulders jurisdiction over 
the Brass Mulders. The committee en- 
deavored to get the representatives of 
the two organizations to agree on lines 
of jurisdiction. Failing to do that, we 
make the recommendation that the Ex- 
ecutive Council carry into effect the 
decision of the Boston Convention. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegate Daly, Vice-President Valen- 
tine, and Delegate Rumsey. Delegate 
Frey desired to discuss the question, but 
a motion to close debate was carried. 


The motion to concur in the report 
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of the committee was voted on by viva 
voce vote. 
Delegate Daly—Does that carry with 
it a revocation of our charter? 
President Gompers—The Chair does 
not so understand it. 


Vice-President Valentine—We ask for 
a roll call. 


President Gompera—The Chair will 
ask for a show of hands before declar- 
ing the result. The show of hands, as 
judged by the chair, is fully five to one 
for the adoption of the report. lt is 
adopted. 

At 12.45 o’clock p. m. the Convention 
was adjourned to 2.00 o’clock p. m. 


TENTH DAY—Afternoon Session 





The Convention was called to order 
at 2.00 o’clock p. m., Thursday, Novem- 
ber 18th, President Gompers in the 
chair. 


ABSENTEES: Whitehead, Pfeiffer, 
Donlin, McGivern, Tracy (Wm.), Para- 
civini, McCarthy, Manlove, Commons, 
Pratt, Freel, Calvert, Cronin, 
Wareham, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, 
Archer, Martin, Brunet, Ferguson, An- 


James, ' 


derson, Roberts, Gardner, Mawbray. Lei- - 


bowich. 


REORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADJUST- 
MENT. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 


- 


mittee, continued the report as follows: 


Resolution No. 20—By Delegate Al. 
Weisenberger, of the International 


Jewelery Workers Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Local No. 18 of the 
Jewelry Workers at Chicago was ralr- 
roaded from representation Chicago 
Central Body at the request of a firm 
that used questionable methods with 
their Label, and the work of organiza- 
tion was hindered by firms in Boston and 
New York, who found ready allies in 
several unions to lend their aid to de- 
feat us in thoroughly organizing our in- 
dustry, by granting the use of their 
label in shops where one to two em- 
ployees were secured where one hundred 
to two hundred were eligible to our 
union, thereby making it appear to those 
unfamiliar with the industry that ques- 
tion of jurisdiction or disagreement was 
with the workers, when in fact it was 
a lineup for the protection of said em- 
ployers; and 

WHEREAS. I.ocal in New York was 
denied the seating of their delegates, 
also seating of delegates in Central 
Body, on evasive claim that we control- 
led no shop there when application was 
presented there, thus depriving us of our 
right to present our claims and privi- 
leges as granted us in our International 
Charter; 

WHEREAS. There has been an erron- 
eous impression created by some em- 
ployers evading the organization of 
Jewelry Workers in their establishments 
and using the labels of other crafts to 


mislead organized labor; we hereby 
affirm that the Jewelry Workers label 
shall be recognized covering articles of 
jewelry and novelties, badges and but- 
tons; erefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all assistance be 
rendered the Jewelry Workers to in- 
crease the growth of their organization, 
and Central Bodies be instructed to give 
unbiased and fair treatment to the 
Jewelry Workers in preference to em- 
ployers in said industry; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention 
assembled in Toronto, November, 1909, 
demand of all affiliated unions when 
purchasing badges, novelties or jewelry 
for presentations or other purposes, that 
sald particles hear the Jewelers Union 

a e oe 


Committee recommends that the Pre- 
sident of the A. F. of L. be inatructed 
to have a thorough investigation made 
of the merits of the claims of the Jew- 
elry Workers, with a view to a prompt 
and final settlement. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Weisenberger, Delegate Ross, Vice- 
President O’Connell and Delegate Hard- 
ing. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 54—By Delegate Frank 
Feeney, of the Elevator Constructors’ 
International Union: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists ~ermitted their 
members to take the places of Elevator 
Constructors, who wefe on strike against 
the Otis Elevator Co., for an increase in 
wages and better conditions in Chicago, 
Tillinois; and 

WHEREAS. The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has been requested 
by the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, the Building Trades De- 
yartment of the American Federation of 
Labor. the Chicago Building Trades 
Council, and the Local Union of Eleva- 


tor Constructors in Chicago, Illinois, to 
withdraw their members from elevator 
work in Chicago, and not to allow their 
members to act detrimental to the in- 
terests of the men on strike who were 
seeking to better their conditions; and 
WHERLasd, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists and the Elevator 
Constructors’ Union of Chicago submit- 
ted the work in dispute to arbitration 
before Honorable Federal Judge Peter S. 
Groscup, of the Northern District of 
Illinois, and he decided that, according 
to the laws and verdict of the American 
Federation of Labor, the Machinists 
were infringing upon the jurisdiction of 
the Elevator Constructors: and 
WHEREAS, The Machinists and Ele- 
vator Constructors agreed to abide by 
the finding of Judge Groscup; and 
WH.REAS, The Machinists have not 
complied with the decision; therefore, 


t 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, now in session at To- 
ronto, Canada, that the officers of the 
International Association of Machinists 
be, and are hereby instructed to imme- 
diately withdraw their members from 
elevator work for the ‘tis Elevator 
Company, in buildings under course of 
erection in Chicago, where they have 
taken and are now filling the places 
of members of the Elevator Construc- 
tors’ Union of Chicago, and are work- 
ing for a less wage scale than the Ele- 
vator Constructors’ Union went on strike 
for, and are now recelving from every 
Elevator Manufacturing Companv in 
Chicago except the Otis Company. 

(The following {s the report of the 
committee, as amended after discussion, 
by Inserting the words, “in our opinion” 
after the words, “situation in Chl- 
cago,” and changing “shall” to 
“should,” where used.) 

Committee recommends that the Pre- 
sident of the A. F. of L. be Instructed 
to immediately institute an investigation 
in regard to the controversy of the Ele- 
vator Constructors of Chicago. If it is 
found that the claim of the Elevator 
Constructors’ Union is correct with ref- 
erence to the situation in Chicago, in 
our opinion, the men now on the johs 
of the striking Elevator Constructors 
should be taken off and the controversy 
in Chicago should be adjusted by the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, pr some representa- 
tive member of the Executive Council. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Feeney, Lewis, Keppler, Mahon, 
Fry, Boterill, Harding, Kirby, Sarber, 
Mangan, Lynch, Ryan (F. M.) Vice-Pre- 
sident Duncan and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Feeney—I move, as an 
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amendment, that the machinists be re- 
quested to remove their men pending 
the investigation, so that we will be on 


equal terms. (Seconded.) 
Delegate Keppler—I move, as an 


amendment to the amendment, that all 


. machinists and elevator constructors in 


Chicago employed by the Otis Elevator 
Company be instructed to cease work 
pending the Investigation. 
Vice-President Duncan—The amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Keppler is not 
germane to the question. 
The question was further discussed 


by Delegates Keppler, Connors and Sec- 
retary Morrison. 


The amendment offered by Delegate 
Feeney was carried. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee, as amended, was carried. 

Vice-President Duncan—The motion is 
almost unanimously adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“International Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers,” the committe reported as follows: 

An agreement having been reached be- 
tween the representatives of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union, the Central Federated Union of 
New York and the American Federation 
of Labor, we, your committee, recom- 
mend the following agreement be ratified 
by this Conventton: 


Agreement made and entered into this 
Twelfth Dav of November, Nineteen 
Hundred and Nine, by, and between 
Abraham Rosenberg. resident of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union: Harrv De Veaux, representing 
the Central Federated Union of New 
York, and Herman Robinson. General 
Organizer of the American Federation 
of Labor, as follows: 

First. That former Local Unton No. 
10, known as the Amalgamated Ladies’ 
Garment Cutters. will be reinstated in 
the International Union upon the nay- 
ment of one month’s per capita on their 
present membership. ' 

Second. That sald maleamated 
Ladies’ Garment Cutters’ Union agrece 
to pav the assessment levied at the 
Convention of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Tinlon. prior to the 
present controversy between said Ladie- 
Garment Cutters’ Union and the Ipte-- 
national, said aseeaement to he baced 
upon the membership of the local unlen 
at that time. 

Third. The Amalgamated TLadtee’ 
Garment Cutters’ Tinion agrees to ar- 
cept into membershin the present enm!!- 
ment of members of the Cloak and Shit 
Cutters’ Local TYnfon No. 10 without 
charge for Initiation or asceeement, Tha 
International T.adiee’ Garment Warter- 
Union In consideration of the forecotng 
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agrees to turn over into the general fund 
of the Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment 
Cutters’ Union all moneys now held in 
trust by said International Union for 
Cloak and Suit Cutters Local Union 


No. 10. 
Fourth. The International Ladies’ 


Garment Workers’ Union agrees to re- 
call the present charter No. 10 imme- 
diately upon the terms of this agreement 
being accepted by the Amalgamated La- 
dies’ Garment Cutters’ Union, and fur- 
ther agrees to reissue charter No. 10 to 
the Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment Cut- 
ters’ Union, or if agreeable, some other 
satisfactory number. , 

Fifth. The Amalgamated Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Cutters’ ‘inion a~rees upon re-affi- 
liation with said International Union to 
comply with the constitution of said 
International Union. 

The above agreement shall become ef- 
fective immediately upon the approval 
of the same by the officers of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union and by the Amalgamated Ladies 
Garment Cutters’ Union of New York. 
(Sgd.) ABRAHAM ROSENBERG, 
President International Ladies, Garment 

Workers’ Union. 

(Sgd.) HARRY DE VEAUX, 

Central Federated Union of New York. 

(S-4.) HERMAN ROBINSON, 
General Organizer American Federation 

of Labor. 

On motion, the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

On Resolution No. 73, by Delegate 
Walter West, of the Amalgamated Glass 
Workers’ International Association, the 
committee reported as follows: 

Committee recommends that the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. be In- 
structed to bring about a conference be- 
tween the Executive Officers of the Bro- 
therhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America and the 
Amalgamated Glass Workers’ Interna- 
tional Association, for the purpose of 
arranging an agreement on the work in 
dispute. 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—By an error In the numbers, 
this resolution was referred to another 
committee by the presiding officer. This 
committe deals with the question in 
practically the same manner. 

President Gompers—As the substance 
of the resolution has already been dealt 
with this Convention, no further action 


is necessary. 


The committee reported that Resolu- 
tion No. 68, referred to the Committee 
on Adjustment, had been withdrawn. - 


On that portion of the report of the 
Fxecutive Council, under the caption, 
“Machinists — Elevator Constructors,” 
the committee reported as follows: 
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Committee has carefully reviewed the 
report of the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L., the proposition of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists 


for amalgamation and the evidence sub- 
mitted. 


The proposition of the International 
Association of Machinists containing the 
terms of amalgamation is as follows: 


1. The I. U. of E. C. to be known in 
the I. A. of M. as Elevator Constructors’ 
District No. 67. Said district to have 
jurisdiction over all men engaged in 
elevator construction worh on buildings 
or wherever elevators mav be erected. 

2. The present International officers of 
the I. U. of &. C. shall be the district 
officers and conduct the affairs of the 
district In accordance with the laws of 
the I. A. of M. The salary of the offi- 
cers to be the same as now paid. 

3. The I. A. of M. will grant charters 
and supplies free of cost to all unions 
in good standing in the I. U. of E. C. and 
ass them numbers in accordance with 
the list of lodges in the I. A. of M. 

4. All money in the treasury or hands 
of other officers, or in anv way held as 
the money of the I. U. of E. C., shall be- 
come the treasury and money of Elevator 
Constructors’ District No 67, and be 
held for the purpose of conducting the 
financial affairs of that district. 

6. All members enraged in the erec- 
tion and construction of elevators in 
buildings, or elsewhere, where same is to 
be used, shall carry their membership in 
a lodge connected with Elevator Con- 
structors’ District No. 67. Members of 
the I. A. of M. who may be employed 
now or in the future in the erection or 
construction of elevators, holding mem- 
bership in another lodge, shall transfer 
to the lodge having jurisdiction over 
this work in the locality where the 
member or members maw be employed 
in Elevator Constructors’ District No. 


6. The I. A. of M. agrees to pay 50 
per cent. of the legitimate salary and 
expenses of all business agents now paid 
by and under salary of the I. U. of E. C.. 
In accordance with the constitution of 
the I. A. of M.: said business agents 
who have their offices in the same office 
as the business agents of the I. A. of 
M. are located in order that the unneces- 
sary expense of conducting two offices 
may be avoided. 

7. Whereas the constitution of the 
I. A. of M. requires that members to 
be entitled to strike or victimized bene- 
fits of $6 per week to single men and 
$8 per week to married men shall be 
three months in good standing to be 
entitled to same, it is hereby agreed that 
upon the amalgamation of the two or- 
ganizations all members of the I. U. of 

. C. transferring to the I. A. of M. 
shall be immediately placed in good 
standine and entitled to strike and vic- 
timized benefits as nrovided for in the 
conatitution of the I. A. of M. 

8. All ver capita tax of the A. F. of 
L.. Building Trades Department. and 
such other denartments or organizations 
as the consolidated oreanization may be- 
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come attached to, shall be paid out of 
the general fund of the I. A. of M. 

9. The Blevator Constructors’ District 
No. 67 of the I. A. of M. can hold con- 
ventions, adopt laws to govern the dis- 
trict, and carry on the affairs of said 
district practically on the same lines 
as now being done by the I. U. of E. C., 
with the exception that all rules, regu- 
lations and laws adopted by Elevator 
Constructors’ District No. 67 shall be in 
conformity with ihe general constitution 
of the I. A. of M. 

10. --11 members of the I. U. of E. C., 
affiliated with the I. A. of M., shall pay 
to their local union at least $1 per 
month dues, and each local lodge shall 
pay to the Grand Lodge the standard 
rate of per capita tax prescribed by our 


constitution, as follows: 

Journeymen initiation stamp...... $1.50 
Apprentice initiation stamp....... .75 
Reinstatement stamp ............- 1.50 
Monthly due stamp .........--.-- » 65 
Apprentice monthly due stamp.... .25 
Unemployed stamp .....-..-......- . 20 


It being understood that the above per 
capita tax covers the subscription to the 
monthly journal, the same to be sup- 
plied to each lodge in proportion to the 
number of members in good standing. 

Each lodge affiliated to conduct its 
financial business in accordance with the 
constitution of the I. A. of M. 

11. As the I. A. of M. levied a one 
day’s assessment of $2.50 upon each 
member for three years, covering the 
years 1908, 1909 and 1910, it is agreed 
that members of the I. U. of E. C. com- 
ing into the I. A. of M. during the year 
1909 shall be exempt from payment of 
the 1°08 and 1909 assessments. 

12. The 1. A. of M. agrees to give all 
members of the I. U. of E. C. In good 
standing at the time of amalgamation a 
credit of six months’ ood standing 
membership. so that they would be en- 
titled to the death benefits of the I. A. 
of M. as soon as the amalgamation takes 

lace. 
T 13. All lodges of the I. U. of E. C. be- 
coming part of the I. A. of M. shall be 
entitled to send delegates to the Conven- 
tion of the I. A. of M. on the same 
basis as all other lodges of the I. A. of 
M. are entitled to. 

14. It 13 hereby agreed that all mem- 
hers of the I. U. of E. C. transferring 
to and becoming a part of the I. A. of M. 
shall be entitled to all benefits, privi- 
leges and assistance of the assoclation 
and the general officers of the I. A. of 

. as is now given all members and 
lodges of the I. A. of M. 


In the judgment of your Committee 
on Adjustment, the Interests of the Ma- 
chinists and Elevator Constructors can 
best be protected by an amalgamation 
of the two International Unions. 

We, therefore, recommend that the 
terms proposed by the International As- 
sociation of Machinists be accepted anc 
adopted by the Elevator Constructors 
International Union as a basis of set- 
tlement of the differences between those 


organizations; that the Executive Coun- 
cll of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
use its good offices without delay to con- 
summate the amalgamation of the Ma- 
chinists and Elevator Constructors’ In- 
ternational Union, and that the Execu- 
tive Council for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor become a party to the 
Plan of amalgamation and settlement 
as @ guarantee to the absolute fulfil- 
ment of its terms. 

We, your committe, further recom- 
mend that the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. be authorized and instructed 
to take such action in the premises as 
may be deemed necessary to accomplish 
the desired result. 

A motion was made, and seconded, that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Feeney—Am I to understand 
from the report that we are expected 
to take the matter up, as we had ar- 
ranged previously, viz., submit it to our 
rank and file, only this time the Execu- 
tive Council is to take an active part 
in it? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—The understanding of the mem- 
bers of the committee, as I remember 
it, 1s that the two organizations, or 
their representatives, continue their ef- 
forts to bring about an amalgamation 
along the lines suggested in the propo- 
sition of the Machinists, which gives 
the Elevator Constructors autonomy over 
their work in a district of the Machin- 
ists’ Union. In addition, the represent- 
atives of the two organizations, working 
to that end, and the good offices of the 
Executive Council are also to be used fn 
order to assist in bringing about such 
a result. If any member of that com- 
mittee at this time has any different 
idea of our work when we discussed this 
matter and wrote this report, it would be 
well for him to make it known now. 

The committe had in mind that the 
representatives would go to work and 
try honestly to bring about this result 
in the interests of the men employed 
on that class of work. The committee 
did not have in mind the revocation of 
any charter. 

Delegate Feeney—We are entirely sat- 
isfied with the recommendation of the 
committee, as stated by President Lewis, 
and the result will depend upon the 
ultimate conclusions reached at Chicaga 

Delegate Duffy—Are all the members 
of the Elevator Constructors eligible to 
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membership in the Machinists’ organi- 
zation? There are other organizations 
that have jurisdiction disputes with the 
Elevator Constructors; the Carpenters 
have, and there are several others. It 
had already been arranged that the offi- 
cers of the Elevator Constructors and 
the officers of the Carpenters were to 
meet some time during the coming year 
to settle differences that exist between 
them. If the Elevator Constructors go 
into the Machinists’ organizaion and 
have their own autonomy, will they 
have the right still to meet with the 
Carpenters to settle the differences that 
exist beween he two organizations? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the com- 
mittee—The report of the committee, so 
far as I understand our discussion of 
the matter, would not deprive you or 
the representatives of your organization 
and the representatives of the Elevator 
Constructors, as a separate union, or as 
a part of the Machinists, taking the 
controversy up and endeavoring to settle 
it. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegates Feeny, Duffy, Crampton, 
Ryan, Botterill, Furuseth, Vice-Presi- 
dent O’Connell and Secretary Morrison. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 118—By Delegates R. 
P. Walsh and John Mangan, of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fit- 
ters: 

WHEREAS, The Tampa, Florida, Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of 
Labor arranged for a meeting to be held 
within sixty days after the close of that 
Convention between committee from the 
International Association of Steam Fit- 
ters, etc., and the United Association, 
etc., for the purpose of forming a work- 
ing agreement between both oreaniza- 
tions; therefore, be it . 

ESOLVED, By the Toronto, Canada, 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, that both organizations 
through their resnective committees be, 
and are hereby requested to make suit- 
able arrangements at that meeting to 
define clearly and distinctly the lines of 
demarcation between the Trades of 
Steamfitting -and Plumbing and state in 
a clear and concise manner the work 
pertaining to Steamfitting and the work 
pertaining to Plumbing; and be it fur- 


her 

RESOLVED, That the committee se- 
lected by their respective organizations 
be requested to furnish to the Secretary 
of the American Federation of Labor a 
certified copy of their findings, govern- 
ing and defining the duties and work of 
each trade. and thereafter neither trade 
nor any other trade shall be allowed or 


permitted to infringe on each others 
work, as agreed to by both committees, 
nor shall any other trade be permitted 
to infringe on the work as defined and 
submitted by them to the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The committee reported as follows: 

The subject matter of this resolution 
is to be considered at a conference of 
the representatives of the Building 
Trades Department, Nov. 29, 1909. Com- 
mittee recommends that if the building 
trades conference fail to adjust the jur- 
isdiction between the Steam Fitters and 
Plumbers, the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. is instructed to adjust the 
matter and define jurisdiction. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 128 — By Delegate 
James H. Hatch of the Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The _ Buildin 
Councils in the cities of San cisco, 
Cal., Oakland, Cal., San Jose, Cal., Sac- 
ramento, Cal., have affiliated with the 
unions of carpet mechanics and shade 
hangers: and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measures, shade 
cutters and hangers; and 

WHEREAS, The carpet mechanics 
and shade hangers and cutters’ unions 

liated with the above mentioned 
bodies have seceded from the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union of North 
America; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 56 was In- 
troduced at the Denver Convention of 
the A. F. of L. calling for the unseating 
of these unions from central bodies of 
Building Trades, the committee to which 
it was referred recommended that it be 
referred to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the A. F. of L.. with instruc- 
tions_that Section No. 1 of Article No. 
11, of the Laws of the American Federa- 
tion be enforced: and 

WHEREAS, The unions antagonistic 
to the Upholsterers’ International Union 
are still seated in the Building Trades 
bodies and have within this present year 
formed themselves into a dual National 
Union for the purpose of antagonizing 
the legitimate unlon afflliated with the 
A. F. of L.: be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Tabor insist that the officers of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor be re- 
quired to take immediate action for the 
purpose of compelling the local Build- 
ing Trades Departments in the above 
mentioned aities to unseat the unions of 
carpet mechanics and shade hangers and 
cutters not affiliated with the Uphol- 


e e 
Trades 


- sterers’ International Union of North 


America. 
Your committee recofnmends that the 
subject matter of the resolution be ree 
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ferred to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, through the President of the A. 
F. of L., with instructions to enforce 
the provisions of the lam. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 131 be amended by strik- 
ing out the following sections: 

WHEREAS, This work is part of the 
work of Photo-Engravers, and has been 
conceded this by various organizations 
having considered their claims, and by 
the International Typographical Union, 
who, however, in interpreting their own 
jurisdictional authority, have done so 
in such broad and indefinite language 
or lines of demarcation as to include 
work of every conceivable kind done in 
any space designated by themselves, 
whether such work pertains to their 


- particular trade or craft or not; and 


WHEREAS, The local newspaper pub- 
lishers have taken advantage of this 
broad, indefinite and trade-conflicting 
jurisdictional authority claimed by the 
I. T. U., of forcing this work into their 
hands, by locking out our members 
against arbitration contracts in force— 
an action which the Photo-Engravers’ 
Union resented and resisted to the ex- 
tent of obtaining an arreement with the 
local publishers to abide by whatever 
decision and disposition the American 
Federation of Labor may make of this 
question; and 

The amended resolution to read as fol- 


lows: 

Resolution No. 131—By Delegate Mat- 
thew Woll of the International Photo- 
Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, Due to a change of ma- 
terial for the mounting of photo-engrav- 
ings from the soft metal base to a cast- 
iron mounting block in the newspaper 
shops of San Francisco, having caused 
a serious controversy between the local 
newspaper publishers and the Photo- 
Engravers’ Union, not that the Union 
raised objections against this innovation, 
but, on the contrary, insisted upon this 
work being done by members of the 


« Photo-Engravers’ Union, in opposition 


to the arbitrary demands of local pub- 
lishers, who endeavored, to the extent 
of locking out our members, to take this 
work from the Photo-Engravers and dis- 
tribute same wherever they were dis- 
sed to, regardless of the claims and 
nterests of the Photo-Engravers: and 
WHEREAS, This work of mounting 
of photo-engravings and preparing these 
mounting blocks has been, and is, con- 
ceded to be the work of Photo-Engrav- 
ers: now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, reaffirms the jurisdiction of the 
International Photo-Engravers’ Union 
over the mounting of photo-engravings, 
whether on wood, soft metal, or cast- 
fron block, or any other matertal which 
may be used for this purpose, and of 
reparin such mounting blocks, and 
that in ping with the agreement en- 


tered into between the local newspaper 

publishers and local Photo-Engravers’ 
nion, decide the work involved and in 

question must be done by members of 

tt e International Photo-Engravers’ 
nion. 


Your committee further recommends 
that the subject matter of the resolution 
be referred to the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L., with instructions to try 
and have the controversy adjusted. 

On motion, the report of the come 
mittee was adopted. 


(From Report of Executive Council) 
PAPER HANGERS — PAINTERS. 


We are advised, and report to you, 
that at the forthcomin- Convention of 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hanrers of America, which 
will be held in Cincinnati next month, 
it is expected that the constitution of 
that organization will be amended so 
that the Paper Hangers’ jurisdiction 
claims and the rights of those who are 
exclusively paper hangers, as they are 
related to the painter-paner hangers 
(members of the Brotherhood) will be 
so defined as to prevent any disputes ia 
the future. 

In this case, as in all others, we in- 
sist that the terms upon which smaller 
organizations become amalgamated with 
larger bodies are sacred agreements, 
which should be adhered to, unless the 
rights guaranteed the smaller body are 
waived with its consent. Unless this 
principle {s observed, we cannot ho 
co adjust by amalgamation many of the 
jurisdictional disputes which disturb 
and threaten the solidarity of our move- 
ment. 

The officers of the Brotherhood state 
that thev anticipate that the Paper 
Hangers’ Union will be well represent- 
ed at that Convention, as well as the 
members of the Brotherhood who are 
engaged in both branches of the trade. 
and that a special committee will be 
appointed to take the matter under con- 
sideration. It is earnestly hoped that 
such action will be taken at that Con- 
vention as will obviate any further con- 
troversy between the two branches of 
the trade. 

Resolution No. 140—By Delegate 
Harry de Veaux, of the Central Fed- 
erated Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 

WHEREAS, We, the Paper Hangers, 
“declare” that the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paper Hangers, have 
not and never have had a lawful right 
to interefere with the autonomy of the 
Paperhanging Trade, as follows: 

ist. In support of this we submit 
the laws of the A. F. of L. These laws 
clearly provide that each and every 
trade is entitled to their individual 
Trade Autonomy, as well as a certificate 
of affiliation. which protects their future 
rights to enjoy all the privileges of 
Trade Autonomy. 

2nd. When the Bro. of P. D. and 
P. entered into agreement with the 
Paper Hangers and the A. F. of L as a 
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party thereto, the Brotherhood waived 
all rights, if they ever had any, to 
the control of the paperhanging trade, 
and when the Louisville Convention of 
the A. F. of L. decided not to issue a 
charter to the National Paper Hangers 
Protective Association, but re-affirmed 
the decision previously reached, and 
which was adopted at the recent amal- 
gamation of the Brotherhood of P. D. 
and P. H. affiliated with the A. F. of L., 
which was that the latter organization 
grant Trade Autonomy to Paper Hang- 
ers Unions under their International 
Jurisdiction. The A. F. of L. thus recog- 
nized the P. H. right to Trade Autonomy, 
and was in effect a direct pprant of trade 
autonomy to the Paper Hangers. 


Srd. The Paper Hangers entered the 
Brotherhood under an agreement, which 

anted them full local control of paper- 
Hanging. The Brotherhood Convention 
held in Detroit in 190° sent notice to 
the A. F. of L. Convention held in 
Scranton, that they had complied with 
the spirit of the Louisville Convention 
A. F. of L. and in compliunce therewith 
had granted complete autonomy to the 
Paper Hangers. They also sent an in- 
vitation to the N. P. B. of A. Association 
inviting them to affiliate under the above 
condition. 


The N. P. B. of A. accepted the Invita- 
tion in good faith. After this Conven- 
tion had taken the above action, they 
passed the following: "In a locality 
where two or more local unions exist, a 
member of the Brotherhood must belong 
to the local union of tnat branch of the 
trade at which he works a major portion 
of his time.” There is no question that 
the effect of this Article has destroyed 
the value of, and nullifies the agreement. 
Upon this article the Brotherhood has 
rendered all its drastic decisions agalnst 
the Paper Hangers, which has resulted 
in great loss of money, . conditions and 
organization during the past eight years, 
and forced them to expend large sums 
of money in arreal. in order to prevent 
the total destruction of their trade in 
the labor movement. It ts not neces- 
sary for the Paper Hangers to enter 
into detail of the suffering they have 
endured. The verv fact that the Execu- 
tive Counc) hae rendered a decision that 
the laws of the Brotherhood did impair 
the value of the arreement. is sufficient 
proof that the Rrotherhond did break 
he agreement. and as it is a well recog- 
nized principle of tnetice and law. 

That when an agreement has been en- 
tered into bv two or more parties, and 
is broken bv either of them. It is exactly 
as though It never had heen made, and 
neither party can be forced to enter into 
such agreement without consenting to do 
it all over again. 

The fact that the Norfolk Meanvention 
of the A. F. of T.. dia entertain the ap- 
peal for the relief of the Paper Haneg- 
ers and directed the Executive Council 
to hear and «ettle the grievance, con- 
sistent with the laws of the A. F. of LT, 
and as the A. F. of L. has the sole power 
to grant trade autonomv. the Paper 

angers must re«pectfullv decline to 
waive anv of the richts to which they 
are entitled as members of the A. F. of 


L. by any further submission of their 
case to the Brotherhood. 

The second paragraph of the Execu- 
tive Council report we fully agree with, 
as a general proposition, but It does not. 
go far enough to provide for speedy re- 
lief of a trade suffering from a, broken 
agreement; neither does it provide for 
a trade which loses its identity and is 
prevented from enjoying this necessary 
means of protection in the exercise of 
trade autonomy, as a result of the re- 
cent decision of the B. T. Department. 

The Paper Hangers submitted to the 
Executive Council of the B. T. D. the 
following: 

Whether or not the Paper Hangers affi- 
liated with the Brotherhood of P. D. and 

. H., subject to an agreement which 
granted them complete autonomy, and, 
which was endorsed by the A. F. of L. 
were entitled to a seat in the B. T. D. 
Thev decided the Paper Hangers were 
not and could not be recognized by the 
B T. . This decision substantially 
destroys the value of the agreement un- 
der which the Paper Hangers affiliated 
with the Brotherhood. If the Paper 
Hangers are granted trade autonomy 
and then refused local representation in 
local delegate bodies by direct represen- 
tation from their own local union, they 
cannot employ the means of exercising 
their autonomy, because they are dented 
the essential means provided by the A. 
F. of L. for mutual assistance and pro- 
tection of all trades for which the cen- 
tral local bodies were brought Into exist- 
ence. 

This decision of the B. T. Department 
attempts to railroad the Paper Hangers 
trade out of existence In the labor move- 
ment. which compels the Paper Hangers 
to obtain different affiliation with the 
A. F. of L. than they have had the last 
eight years. There is no middle course 
for the Paper Hangers to travel If they 
hope to continue as an organized trade 
union. They must obtain the same con- 
ditions of affillation with the A. F. of L. 
as the laws clearly provide for a trade 
union. They would be untrue to them- 
selves, their trade and their families if 
thev did not now use every means to 
secure their just rights and demand as 
honorable and self-respecting men, their 
complete trade autonomy, their right to 
be represented nationally and locally tn 
the legislative bodies of the A. F. of L. 
and they are unwilling to continue the 
degrading position thev are now placed 
in as a trade: denied a home in the 
trade union movement through no fault 
of theirs. 


Tn conclusion. we will take a line from 
President Gompers’ report to this Con- 
vention, which expresses the present 
conditions and feelings of the Paper 
Hangers more forcibly and more clearly 
than we possibly can: “Tvranny exer- 
cised by no matter whom, or from what 
source. must be resisted at all hazards.” 
And this ts exactly what the Paper 
Hangers propoce to do. 

Therefore. “We” know of no other 
wav to remove the tyranny we are now 
suffering from than by making a final 
demand of this Convention to Issue a 
direct charter of amiſation to the Paper- 

angers. We, therefore, most sincerely 
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hope the Convention will see its way 
clear to comply with our request. 


Committee recommends that the Pre- 
sident of the A. F. of L. be instructed 
to attend in person, or by representa- 
tive, the Convention of the Brotherhood 
of Painters, Decorators and Paper Hang- 
ers, to be held in Cincinnati in Decem- 
ber, for the purpose of protecting the 
interests of the Paper Hangers under 
the agreement made when the Painters 


and Paper Hangers’ organizations were, 


amalgamated. 
A motion was made, and seconded, 


that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates DeVeaux, Cullen, Tazelaar, Bot- 
_ terill, and Lewis. 

A motion was made by Delegate De- 
Veaux that a representative of the Paper 
Hangers, not a delegate to the Conven- 
tion, be allowed the privilege of the 
floor. The motion was seconded, but not 


carried. 

The motion was further discussed by 
Delegate Eisenring. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegate Jas. 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Iterna- 


tional of N. A.: 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America 
claims jurisdiction over all classes of 
upholsterers engaged in the different 
branches of upholstering craft; and 

WHEREAS, The upholstering of rail- 
way coaches has at all times been re- 
cognized as one of the branches of our 
craft and under the control of our In- 
ternational Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Car Workers’ Inter- 
national Asseciation accepts as members 
upholsterers, employed as such on rail- 
way coaches, which Is an infringement 
upon the jurisdiction of the Upholster- 
ers’ International Union of North Am- 
erica: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor request the Car 
Workers’ International Association to 
refrain from accepting upholsterers as 
members into their local unions, and 
that they be further instructed to turn 
over to the Upholsterers’ International 
Union, any upholsterers they now have 
as members of their association. 

The committee reported as follows: 


No conference having been held by 
the representatives of the Upholsterers’ 
and Car Workers’ organizations, in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, committee 
recommends that the representatives of 
those two organizations hold a confer- 
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ence for the purpose of adjusting the 
controversy. 

On motion, the report 
mittee was adopted. 


(From Report of Executive Council.) 


BREWERY WORKERS—. IREMEN— 
TEAMSTERS—ENGINEERS. 

The matters in dispute between these 
organizations have only been partially 
udjusted. We have endeavo to be 
helpful, however, by every means at 
our command. The Engineers and 
Brewery Workers entered into an agree. 
ment at Denver, the Brewery Workers’ 
action being subject to the approval of 
their organization. This arreement has 
been ratified by both organizations. 

At the June meeting in New York 
City, Vice-Presidents itchell and Val- 
entine and Treasurer Lennon were ap- 
pointed as a committee to endeavor to 

ring about an adjustment between the 
Brewery Workers, Firemen and Team- 
sters. tft urther conference will be held 
with the representatives of these organi- 
gations during the early part of this 
Convention. and the result will be re- 
ported to you later. 

Resolution No. 145—By Delegates Jos. 


Proebstle, Louis Kemper, H. A. Kugler, 
John Sullivan and Ed. F. Ward of the 


United Brewery Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters have, outside of 
the City of New Orleans, no members 
engaged in the delivery of the product 
of a brewery, either in the United 
States or Canada; and 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workers’ 
International Union was ted juria- 
diction over all men delivering beer 
{in the year of 1887, and hold this juris- 
diction to-day, and have succeeded in 
organizing ninety-five per cent. of the 
men employed in their industry in 
America; and 

WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters have made con- 
tracts with the employing brewers of 
New Orleans, in the year of 1908, and 
again on the thirtieth day of August, 
1909, without having one man for whom 
they made contracts as a member of 
their organization; therefore, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
hled. condemns the action of the Team- 
sters’ International Union, and orders 
them to cancel or abrogate said con- 
tracts: be it further 

RESOLVED, That the jurisdiction 
over all men employed in the delivery 
of beer shall rest with the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 
America, as recommended by the Ad- 
justment Committee of the Denver Con- 
vention. 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegates of 


International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
and International Brotherhood of St«- 
tionary Firemen: 

WHEREAS. The United Brewery 
Workers’ organization has ignored the 
decisions of the Conventions of the Am- 


of the com- 
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erican Federation of Labor, in refus- 
ing to comply with said decisions along 
jurisdictional lines; and 


EAS, They have not alone re- 
fused to recognize the mandates of the 
several Conventions, but have openly, 
for the past three years, gone along dis- 
rupting the organization of Team Driv- 
ers and Stationary Firemen, especially 
in St. Paul, where a local Union, organ- 
ized and chartered by the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, engaged in 
driving beer wagons, were forced to 
give up their charter and become mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Workers’ 
Union, or forfeit their positions as driv- 
ers, because of the fact that the United 
Brewery Workmen had threatened to tie 
up the breweries unless the employers 
forced the members of the Team-Driv- 
ers’ Union into the organization of 
United Brewe Workers. In the cities 
of Columbus, Providence and Pittsburg 
the same condition has existed, local 
unions of Stationary Firemen, organized 
and chartered by the International Bro- 
therhood of Stationary Firemen were 
forced to become members of the United 
Brewery Workmen’s Unien by threats 
on the part of the United Brewery 
Workmen, that unless they became mem- 
hers of the said Brewery Workmen’s 
organization, they would forfeit their 
positions; and in every instance where 
the members of the Stationary Firemen 
and the Teamsters’ Union, working in 
breweries or in agencies of brewerie3, 
refuse to become members of the Brew- 
eıy Workmen’s Union, they did lose 
their positions: be It 


RESOLVED. That the Executiva 
Council compel the United Brewery 
Workmen to turn back to the Teamsters 
and the Firemen, in St. Paul and Co- 
lumbus and other cities, within sixty 
cays, those members of the said organi- 
zations of Teamsters and Firemen who 
were forced into the Brewery Work- 
men’s Union by the above-mentioned 
threat; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That, in the event of 
the Brewery Workers failing to carry 
out this mandate, the Executive Coun- 
cil withdraw their endorsement of the 
Label of the United Brewery Workers. 


Committee recommends that the Unit- 
ed Brewery Workers of America, the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
and Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen 
shall cease all hostilities for a period of 
one year, on the following conditions: 


1. All employees now members of the 
United Brewery Workers, the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters and the 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen shall 
continue thelr membership in their re- 
spective organizations during the period 
of this truce. 


2. When negotiating ware agreements 
the organizations now having contracts 
with the employing brewers shall have 
the right to negotiate new agreements 
without interference of any kind on the 
part of the officers or members of either 
organization named in this report. 
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3. That where more than one of the 
International Unions have separate 
wage contracts governing the employees 
in a brewery or breweries, representa- 
tives of the different organizations hav- 
ing such contracts shall jointly nego- 
tlate new wage agreements to protect 
the interests of the employees in the 
brewery or breweries. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be - 
adopted. - 

Delegate Kemper—I have one question 
to ask. No reference has been made to 
the situation in New Orleans. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated that 
that matter would be taken up in & 
supplemental report of the Executive 
Council 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried by unanimous 
vote. 


Resolution No. 155 — By Delegates 
Daniel J. Tobin, Charles F. Hughes, 


P. D. Daley, Jos. Murphy and John 
Longstreet of the International Brother- 


hood of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact 
that in this country to-day the horse 
is becoming replaced by the automobile; 


an 

WHEREAS, Thousands of our mem- 
bers who were formerly engaged in driv- 
ing horses are now operating motor 
trucks, automobiles and delivering mer- 
chandise, transporting passengers, and 
hauling freight in every section of this 
country: an 

WHEREAS, The stablemen are the 
men employed in taking care of horses, 
harnessing, cleaning. etc.. are directly 
a part of the teaming industry, we de- 
sire to request this Convention to grant 
us, the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, jurisdiction over all chauf- 
fers and stablemen; and we further re- 
quest that we be granted the right to 
change our International charter from 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
to read as follows: International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters, Chauffers, Stable- 
men and Helpers. 


Committee recommends that the sub- 
ject matter be referred to the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., with instruc- 
tions to decide whether or not the juris- 
diction of the Teamsters should be ex- 
tended. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAS. O'CONNELL, Chairman. 
JAMES WILSON, 
JOHN T. SMITH, 


A. B. LOWE, 
HUGH STEVENSON, 


D. A. CAREY, 





JAMES P. MAHER, 


W. E. KLAPETZKY, 
T. J. SULLIVAN, 


JOHN GOLDEN, 

MATTHEW WOLL, 

ISAAC COOMBE, 

C. A. BACHBLDER, 

THOS. J. DUFFY, 

T. L. LEWIS, Secretary. 
Committee on Adjustment. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Delegate Frey asked the floor on & 
point of personal privilege, in order that 
he might make a statement which he 
was prevented from making by the mo- 
tion to close the debate when the ques- 
tion of the Moulders and Metal Polish- 
ers was under discussion. No objection 
being offered, Delegate Frey spoke at 
some length, denying statements made 
by Delegate Daly in his discussion. 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from the Toronto Council, Knights 
of Columbus, in which an invitation was 
extended to members of the Knights of 
Columbus to attend a reception to be 
held on Thursday evening. 

President Gompers read the following 
telegram in regard to the status of the 
contempt proceedings before the Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia: 

Washington, D.C., November 18, 1909. 
Samuel Gompers, Convention American 

Federation of Labor, Toronto. court 


On application this morning, 
stays mandate until November 29th, to 


permit us to apply for certiorari, agree- 
ng to further extend time then if ap- 


plication be submitted. 
Ralston, Siddons and T.ichardson. 


The following supplemental report 
of the Executive Counc!] was submitted 
by President Gompers, without reading, 
to be printed in the minutes of Thurs- 
day’s sessions, and to-morrow to be re- 
ferred to the proper committees: 
SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 

OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


Toronto, Canada, Nov. 18, 1909. 

To the Officers and Delegates, 29th An- 

nual Convention, American Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

We have the honor to submit to you 
the following supplementary report: 

The one in regard to an agreement 
reached and the charter application 
made, is as follows: 


Agreement made this day by and be- 
tween representatives of the Quarry 
Workers’ International Union and the 
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applicants for charter of the Interna- 
tional Tunnel and Subway Constructors 
of North America. 

It is hereby mutually arreed and un- 
derstood that the work performed by 
the members of Tunnel and Subway Con- 
tractors shall be confined to the follow- 
ing jurisdiction: Drilling of tunnels, 
sewers, cellars, cutting of streets, also 
railroad cuts where rock drills are used 
regardless of whatever power, also sub- 
ways, reservoirs and dams. The juris- 
diction of tool-sharpener shall be the 
sharpening of tools for ro k drillers in 
this class of work. 

It is also understood and agreed that 
the Tunnel Subway International Union 
shall not infringe upon the jurisdiction 
of the Quarry Workers’ International 
Union on recognized quarry work, viz. 
quarrying rubble, for breakwater or con- 
struction purposes, or in the production 
of rough stock for building or monu- 
mental purposes. 

It is further agreed by and between 
both organizations interested that all 
possible assistance will be given by both 
parties to this eement for the mutual 
advancement and protection of both or- 
ganizations wherever -„esible. 

(Sg¢d.) ‘.HOMAS J. CURTIS. 
For Tunnel and Subway Constructors. 
(Sgd.) P. F. McCARTHY, 
Int. Sec.-Treas. 
(8g4.) W. F. B. FEYL 
Delegate to A. F. of L. 
For Quarry orkers International Union 


Witness for A. F. of L., 
JAMES DUNCAN, ist Vice-Pres. 


We recommend that the agreement be 
ratified and the recommendation of the 
Executive Council approved. 


TEAMSTERS— FIREMEN —BREWERY 
WORKMEN. 


The Denver Convention of the A. F. 
of L. referred the controversies between 
tho Teamsters, Firemen and Brewery 
Workmen to the Executive Council, with 
instructions to continue its efforts to 
bring about an adjustment of the dif- 
ferences. Two conferences between rep- 
resentatives of the organizations have 
been held for the purpose of carrying 
out the instructions of the Denver Con- 
vention. While the Executive Council 
still has hopes that an adjustment can 
eventually be reached that will be 
agreeable to all parties concerned, yet 
can only report at this time that the 
efforts put forth have so far not been 
successful in reaching an agreement to 
which all parties were willing to sub- 
scribe. We desire to state that during 
the past year comparative peace has 
prevailed between the organizations. 
end at the present time we have before 
us only one grievance, viz. that of the 
controversy existing In New Orleans, 
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La., for the adjustment of which the 
Executive Council for a number of years 
has been putting forth its best efforts. 
Upon this case we report that we find 
the Team Drivers have agreements with 
the New Orleans breweries in question 
which do not expire for another year, 
and recommend that this Convention 
authorize continuance of efforts by the 
Executive Council from this time until 
the expiration of the Team Drivers’ 
agreements, with a view of specific ad- 
justment among the organizations af- 
fected, and we further recommend that 
during the said time an effort be also 
made to bring about a better under- 
standing in and solidification of the New 
Orleans Central body and local move- 
ment. 
Fraternally yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, President; 
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JAMES DUNCAN, ist Vice-Pres.; 
JOHN MITCHELL, 2nd Vice-Pres.; 
JAMES O'CONNELL, 8rd Vice-Pres.; 
D. A. HAYES, 4th Vice-Pres.: 

WM. D. HUBER, 5th Vice-Pres.; 
JOS. F. VALENTINE, 6th Vice-Pres; 
JOHN R. ALPINE, 7th Vice-Pres.; 
H. B. PERHAM, 8th Vice-Pres.; 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer; 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 

The report of the Committee on Build- 
ing Trades was made a special order 
of business for 9.00 o’clock a. m., Fri- 
day. 

The report of the Committee on Pre- 
sident’s Report was made a special 
order to follow the report of the Com- 
mittee on Building Trades. 

At 6.15 o’clock p. m. the Convention 
was adjourned, to 9.00 o’clock a. m. 
Friday, November 19th. 
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ELEVENTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order 
at 9.00 o’clock a. m., Friday, November 
19th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Whitehead, Kline, 
Redler, Pfeiffer, Price, McGivern, Para- 
vicini, McCarthy, Manlove, Freel, Cal- 
vert, Menton, Cronin, Thompson (G.), 
Hoffman, Breidenbach, Hornbrook, Ware- 
ham, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, Archer, 
Martin, Brunet, Ferguson, Anderson, 
Roberts (Jas.), Gardner. Mawbray. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
BUILDING TRADES. 


Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows: I de- 
sire to say, in behalf of the Building 
Trades Committee, that in considering 
the cases brought to our attention 
through this Convention, we decided that 
when appeals came to us it was our 
duty to refer them to the first court of 
appeals. We realize that on this Build- 
ing Trades Committee were men who 
were at the Tampa Convention of the 
Building Trades Department, and parties 
to decisions that were rendered in that 
Convention, and felt it would not be 
doing justice to those who were appeal- 
ing from our decision there to act on 
such appeals. A great deal of talk had 
been circulated about some of the build- 
ing trades not desiring to respect the 
laws of the American Federation of 
Labor. On behalf of the Department, I 
desire to say that the whole Building 
Trades Department is loyal, and intends 
to be loyal and abide by the decisions 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
In making this report, it is our hope 
that the delegates will consider our 
position In the premises. 

Resolution No. 110 — By Delegate 
Chas. B. Leonard of the Hartford Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, Several unions of Giffer- 


ent trades affiliated with the A F. of 
L., through their National Unions, and 
also affiliated with the Hartford Central 
Labor Union, have made proper and 
legal application to the Building Trades 

artment of the A. F. of for a 
Bullding Trades Section charter, for 
Hartford, Conn.; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
partment of the A. F, of L. has refused 

res peat to issue a charter, as above 
stat therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L., in regular Annual Con- 
vention assembled, hereby instructs the 
Department of Building Trades of the 
A. F. of L. to issue a charter to the 
unions as above affiliated with the Hart- 
ford Central Labor Union. 

The committee reported as follows: 
Inasmuch as arrangements have been 
made to send an organizer to Hratford 
to institute a local department of Build- 
ing Trades, your committee recommends 
that this resolution be not concurred in. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

Delegate Leonard—Inasmuch as I in- 
troduced that resolution at the request 
of the constituency I represent, I most 
emphatically protest against the report 
of the commitee. My reason is that 
for months an application, with a fee 
accompanying, has been held up by the 


‘Building Trades Department, and on the 


eve of my departure a letter came, say- 
ing that, in all probability an organizer 
would be sent the latter part of Novem- 
ber or the first of December. 


Delegate Kirby, President of the 
Building Trades Department — The 
Tampa Convention of the Bullding 


Trades instructed me to charter the 
Building Trades Council of the city of 
Hartford, and arrangements have been 
made, since I have been here, with the 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, to send an organizer to Hartford. 
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The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 160—By Delegate J. 
Tazelaar of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Board of Arbitration 
in New York City, in a dispute between 
the Painters and the Iron League, as to 
the painting of iron used in the con- 
struction and reconstruction of bulld- 
ings, has rendered a very unfair de- 
cision to the Painters of New York City 
in deciding that painting on structural 
ironwork was not painter’s work, ruling 
that such work should be done by non- 
painters, apprentices, helpers and labor- 
ers, though admitting that the coating 
applied is paint and is applied with the 
brush; and 

WHEREAS, This ruling has injured 
the interests of craftsmen employed in 
the painting trade to a very large ex- 
tent, and has taken from the painters in 
New York City hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in wages; and 
. WHEREAS, This work is now being 
done by men who receive therefor very 
low wages, a difference of almost $2.00 
per day between the wages paid to the 
painters of New York City and these 
apprentices, helpers, laborers, and the 
so-called non-painters; therefore, be it- 

RESOLVED, By this, the Twenty- 
ninth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in regular ses- 
sion assembled, that we hereby con- 
demn the action of the Iron League and 
the Board of Arbitration of New York 
City, and the decision of Dr. Peters as 
unjust and unfair to the painters now 
members of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paper Hangers of Am- 
erica; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby renews its former decisions in 
upholding the contentions of the Bro- 
therhood of Painters, that all painting 
in the construction and reconstruction 
of buildings belongs to the painting 
trade: be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Arbi- 
tration be notified of the re-affirmation 
of its former decisions, and that the 
Bullding Trades Unions of New York 
City be requested to give the Brother- 
hood of Painters all possible assistance 
in securing this work for union painters 
and take steps at once to set aside the 
decision of the Arbitration Board. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence In the resolution. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be adopted. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 91—By Delegates John 
Mangan and R. P. Walsh of the Inter- 
national Association of Steamfitters: 


WHEREAS, The Denver Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor in 


308 


referring the controversy between the 
International Association of Steam Fit- 
ters, etc., versus the United Association 
of Plumbers, etc., as mentioned in reso- 
lution No. 66 of the Norfolk Convention, 
did stipulate “that the interests of: 
both trades should be protected in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The adjustment commit- 
tee of the Denver Convention of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor in the 
disposition of this matter as referred 
to them further stipulated that the 


'*“various decisions of the American Fed- 


eration of Labor previously rendered. 
should be considered in their various 
phases; and 

WHEREAS, A meeting between the 
representatives of both organizations in 
accordance with the instructions of the 
American Federation of Labor was held 
and no agreement arrived at: and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor did ren- 
der a verdict on the controversy be- 
tween the two organizations contrary to 
the laws and former verdicts of the' 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHIREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam Fitters, etc., on the 
rendition of this verdict immediately 
gave notice of an appeal therefrom; and 

WHEREAS, The Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor fatfled to 
endorse the verdict of their Executive 
Council on this matter; and 

WHEREAS, The Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor provided 
for a future meeting between the rep- 
resentatives of both organizations with 
a view of adjusting the controversy in 
question: and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
artment of the American Federation of 

abor is subordinate to the parent body, 
amenible to its laws and regulations, 
and are required to submit their findings 
for consideration to the various Can- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor: and 

WHEREAS, The report to this Con- 
vention of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor erro- 
neously states that an “agreement” has 
been arrived at between the Interna- 
tional Association of Steam Fitters, etc., 
and the United Association of Plumbers: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor that 
at the coming conference arranged for 
by the Tampa Conventions of the Bulld- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor, all laws of the 
American Federation of Labor and ver- 
dicts thereof must be observed and! 
obeyed by all parties interested. 


The committee reported as follows: 
The committee recommends that, inas- 
much as this is an appeal from a de- 
cision rendered by the Building Trades 
Department, it be referred to the Execu- 
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tive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 92—By Delegates W. 
D. Huber, Frank Duffy, Sam Botterill, 
M. J. O’Brien, Thomas Flynn, W. A. 
Sexton and J. P. O’Reilly, of the Unit- 
ed Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America: 

WHEREAS, The business of the 
United Trades and Labor Council of 
Buffalo, N. Y., has not been conducted in 
accordance with the laws of the A. F. 
of L.; and 

WHEREAS, Independent local organi- 
zations have been admitted to member- 
ship in violation of Article XI. Sec. 1, 
of the laws of the A. F. of L., and are 
still retained therein; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a member of the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. be 
sent to Buffalo, N. Y., within thirty days 
from date of adjournment of this Con- 
vention for the purpose of reorganizing 
the United Trades and Labor Counci 
of that city in accordance with the laws 
of the A. F. of L.; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That President Kirby of 
the Building Trades Department be re- 
quested to visit Buffalo as soon as pos- 
sible for the purpose of reorganizing 
the Local Building Trades Department 
of that city in accordance with the laws 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the A. F. of L. 

The committee reported as follows: 


Your committee recommends that if 
the United Trades and Labor Council of 
Buffalo, N. Y., and the local Building 
Trades Department of that city do not 
comply with the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor and the Building 
Trades Department thereof within 
thirty days, by unseating all ineligible 
trades and seating all eligible trades, a 
representative of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and a representative of 
the Building Trades Department, pro- 
ceed to Buffalo, and if necessary recom- 
mend to the A. F. of I. and the B. T. D. 
that saic charters be revoked, and im- 
mediately reorganize the Trades ani 
Labor Council and the local Building 
Trades Department, in accordance with 
the laws of the A. F. of L. and the 
Building Trades Department thereof. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Amalgamated Carpenters—U. S. Car- 
penters,” the committee reported as fol- 
lows: Your committe recommends that 
the actions of the Executive Council In 
enforcing the laws bearing on this sub- 
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ject be approved, and that this mattcr 
be referred to the Executive Council 
of the Building Trades Department, with 
instructions that the laws be enforceu 
in the premises. 


On motion, the.report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 72. — By Delegates 
Wm. J. McSorley and Edwin T. Steven- 
son of the Wood, Wire and Metal Lath- 
ers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, We, the representatives 
of the Wood, Wire & Metai Lathers’ 
International Union, do hereby appeal! 
against the action of the Second An- 
nual Convention of the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, which was held at 
Tampa, Fla., during the month of 
October, 1909, and inasmuch as the 
aforesaid convention has utterly dis- 
regarded its own established principles 
and laws; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that our in- 
ternational organization was unjustly 
dealt with and taken advantage of, we 
therefore desire to have the parent 
body of the department take action 
upon our appeal; and 

WHEREAS, We have no desire to 
exploit either the merits or demerits 
of our jurisdiction controversy upon 
the floor of this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, as we 
are firmly of the opinion and belief 
that the Building Trades Department 
is the proper place to settle such jur- 
isdiction disputes as this one In ques- 
tion; and we further believe that the 
department in settling these disputes 
should do so in conformity with its 
established Taws therein; and 

WHEREAS, The following Is a 
brief review of the case in question, 
and the violations of the rules and 
established laws of the department 
against which we are appealing; and 

WHEREAS, The following subject 
matter was referred by the Denver 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor to the Building Trades De- 
partment, and the following action was 
taken by the department upon the 
same: 


The Wood, Wire & Metal Lathers’ In- 
ternational Unton. 


Lathers and Iron Workers.—"The 
subject matter of Resolution No. 110, 
which deals with the dispute between 
the above-named organizations. having 
been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver convention, 
with the recommendation that the 
subject matter be referred to the Bulld- 
ing Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for adjudica- 
tion. The officers of both organiza- 
tiona were so notified.” 

The following is the decision render- 
ed by the Bullding Trades Department. 
and officially sent to our organization: 
Extraet From Minutes of Executive 
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Council (A. F. of L,) Meeting, 
March, 1907: 

“On the complaint of the Wood, Wire 
& Metal Lathers’ International Union 
against the Bridge & Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association for 
infringing upon their jurisdiction, it 
was decided that the ood, Wire & 
Metal Lathers be suatained, and that In 
communicating this decision to the offi- 
cers of the Bride & Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association, 
their attention be called to the change 
made in their constitution, by which 
they extend their jurisdiction over all 
such work, without notice of their in- 
tention being lodged with the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor.” 

“The Adjustment Committee of the 
Building Trades Department presented 
the subjoined report to the convention 
on the foregoing matter: 

“*After going into an extended hear- 
ing of the jurisdiction claims of both 
organizations, your committee recom- 
mend that the erection and Installa- 
tion of all light fron work, such as 
light iron furring, brackets, clips, 
hangers, steel corner guards (or beads) 
and metallic lathing of all descrip- 
tions, belongs solely to the lather. 

*“‘This does not give the right, how- 
ever, to the lathers to install or erect 
any other fron work than as herein 
specified and outlined. 

“This decision is based in conform- 
ity with the agreement entered into 
by the national officers of both organi- 
zations, and endorsed by the Kanzas 
City Convention of Structural Iron 
Workers, and concurred in by the 
American Federation of Labor.’ 


“On motion the convention adopted 
the report of the committee on a roll- 
call vote. 


“It therefore becomes my duty to 
notify you, and. through you, the or- 
ganization vou have the honor to rep- 
resent, that the disputed work. as 
covered in the above report of the Ad- 
justment Committee. has been award- 
ed to the Wood, Wire & Metal Lath- 
ers. 

“Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) “WM. J. SPENCER, 


“Secretary-Treasurer Bullding Trades 
Department, A. F. of L.” 


WHEREAS, By the above decision 
it can be readily seen that the Denver 
convention of the Bullding Trades De- 
nartment has specifically granted jur- 
Isdietion over brackets, clips. hangers 
ard metallic lathing of all descriptions 
snlely to the lather, and as there are a 
“reat number of different systems of 
nor construction which are construct- 
ed wholly or in part with the above ap- 
nurtenances and metallic lathing to 
rarry concrete floors, and a3 there was 
a difference of opinion existing on the 
nart of the officials of the Bridge & 
Structural Iron Workers’ Association, 
ne to the real purport of the Denver 
'arision, and from the outcome of this 
%Merence of opinion it was agreed be- 
‘"cen the presidents of the two or- 


cd 
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ganizations that they should have a 
committee from both organizations 
meet and try to arrive at some kind of 
an amicable understanding regarding 
the different work in dispute, and, in 
compliance with this agreement, the 
committees were appointed and a meet- 
ing was held at the headquarters of 
the Bullding Trades Department in 
Washington, March 10, 1909. While 
this conference, which consisted of two 
representatives from each organiza- 
tion, together with President Kirby of 
the department, falled to reach a final 
adjustment of our differences, an un- 
derstanding was arrived at as to our 
future course of action, looking toward 
this end, wherein we were to submit 
written specifications setting forth our 
interpretation of the Denver decision, 
and with the understanding that at a 
future date another conference would 
be held to close up the affair in proper 
form. And in compliance with the 
above agreement the conference with 
the officials of the Structural Iron 
Workers to specify and enumerate our 
work, we will say that the following 
letter was sent to President Ryan of 
the Iron Workers, and also to President 
Kirby of the department: 
Denver, Col., May 2, 1909. 


Mr. Frank M. Ryan: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—In accord- 
ance with our agreement with you at 
the Washington conference, I am here- 
with ehumerating and specifying the 
classes of work which we hold comes 
under the provision of the decision 
which was rendered by the Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor in our case at the 
recent Denver convention of the de- 
partment, and which are as follows: 

The erecting and installing of all 
light iron work, such as light iron 
furring, which Is used in connection 
with metal lathing, partitions, floor 
construction, suspended cellings and 
wall furring; also the making and 
erecting of all clips and hangers, all 
light iron bracket work, such as that 
which is generally used in connection 
with ornamental plastering or other 
plastic material, such as cornices, pan- 
elled ceilings, groin eliptical. gothic, 
proscenium, and all other arches of 
this description, that are erected for 
the purpose of recelving metal lath 
and plastic material. The wrapping of 
all beams, columns and girders, all 
metal corner beads and metal lathing 
of all descriptions. The Wood. Wire & 
Meta! Lathers’ International Union does 
not assert jurisdiction over any iron 
work that exceeds four inches in size, 
excepting patent studs, such as the 
Berger. Knapp. Collins and other studs 
of those descriptions. 

I trust that this will give you the 
desired information which you seek In 
reference to the case, and with best 
wishes to vourself and for the success 
of your organization, [ am 

Yours fracernally. 
(Signed) WM. J. MeSORLEY. 


We would also state that President 
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McSorley in his annual report to our 
Boston convention, which was held 
during the week of September 18, re- 
ported, in part, as folluws: 

“And as the matter stands at the 
resent time, the President of the Iron 

orkers and myself have both agreed 
to try again and have committees from 
both organizations meet and try to ar- 
rive at an amicable understanding be- 
tween the two organizations in refer- 
ence to the work in dispute; and, with 
this end in view, I would recommend 
to the convention assembled. that the 
incoming general president and general 
secretary-treasurer be instructed to 
meet a like committee from the Iron 
Workers’ organization and endeavor 
to bring about an agreement between 
both the organizations with a view to 
eliminating the strife and contention 
that has heretofore prevailed between 
the two organizations.” 

We ' simply cite the foregoing facts 
in order to more clearly bring out the 
constitutional points of our appeal as 
against the action of the convention 
in considering and adopting the com- 
mittee’s report on Resolution No. 26. 


Resolution No. 25— 


WHEREAS, The right of the Inter- 
national Association of Bridge & 


Structural Iron Workers to control the 
fabrication erection and placing of 
steel and iron used in reinforced con- 
crete and cement construction is dis- 
puted by several trades affiliated with 
this department; and 

WHEREAS, The contractors and 
architects are taking advantage of this 
chaotic state of affairs and using one 
Organization against another to the 
detriment of both; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Department, in 
Convention assembled, that the fabri- 
cation, erection and placing of all iron 
and steel in reinforced concrete and 
cement construction properly belongs 
to the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
and that they are hereby conceded full 
and complete jurisdiction over this 
class of work. 

The Committee reported as follows: 

Your committee, after reviewing the 
case thoroughly and also examining the 
decision handed down by the Denver 
Convention, cannot justify the claim of 
the Metal Lather to this class of work, 
and therefore we recommend that the 
work be awarded to the Bridge and 
Structural] Iron Workers on plain floor 
construction. 

The above report was adopted by a 
vote of 26 to 21 by the Convention. 

We hold that the above Resolution 
and report was introduced and acted 
upon by the Tampa Convention In dl- 
rect violation of the Constitution of the 
Building Trades Department as set 
forth in Section 34 of that Constitution 
and which Is as follows: 


No grievance shall be considered by 
any Convention that has been decided 
by a previous Convention, except upon 
the recommendation of the Executive 
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Council, nor shall any grievance be con- 
sidered where the parties thereto have 
not previously held a conference and 
attempted to adjust the same them- 
selves, 


A point of order was raised by our 
delegates based upon the above law 
and the same was ruled against by the 
Chairman of the Convention. Then an 
appeal was taken from the decision of 
the Chair which was also lost by & 
roll-call vote of 25 and 18. After a 
lengthy discussion of the subject matter 
of the resolution, the following substi- 
tute was offered by Delegate Duffy: 


Substitute for Report of Committee. 


“As the Iron Workers and Lathers 
held a meeting sometime ago for the 
purpose of coming to an agreement 
relative to the report in question, and 
as they mutually agreed to postpone 
the meeting until a later date; there- 
fore this Convention refuses to take ac- 
tion until such time as the postponed 
meeting has been held and action taken. 
Falling to come to an agreement, the 
Executive Council stands instructed to 
render a decision in the controversy be- 
tween the two organizations, which 
will be binding until the next Conven- 
tion of this Department.” 

We, the representatives of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ International 
Union, contend that a portion of the 
subject matter of this Resolution was 
decided by the Denver Convention of 
the Building Trades Department and 
could not have been legally considered 
by the Tampa Convention unless upon 
the recommendation of the Executive 
Council, as set forth in Section 34 of 
the Constitution of the Department 

2nd. We further contend that we 
have complied with the provisions of 
the Constitution as set forth in Section 


.26 by appointing a committee to meet 


with a like committee of the Structural 
Iron Workers in order to bring about 
an adjustment of the question in dis- 
pute. We further contend that at the 
adjournment of this committee meet- 
ing it was agreed upon by both parties 
to submit further propositions. This 
we have also complied with, as per our 
letter of May 2nd to President Ryan. 


3rd. We also desire to call the fact 
to the attention of the delegates that 
the presidents of. both organizations 
agreed to have another meeting of com- 
mittees from the two organizations 
with a view to bringing about an ad- 
justment, and to substantiate this state- 
ment, we would call your attention to 
that portion of President McSorlev’s re- 
port recommending to our annual Con- 
vention that the General President and 
General Secretary-Treasurer be in- 
structed to meet a like committee from 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers’ Association. We also call attention 
to the fact that this report was made 
to our Convention during the week of 
September 13th, only a month prior to 


“the convening of the Tampa Conven- 


tion. We would also call attention to 
that part of President Ryan’s annual 
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report to his Convention, when he, 
among other things, says: 

“No further action has been taken, 
owing to our failure to fix a date mutu- 
ally agreeable for further conference.” 

This alone, we contend, will prove 
to any fair-minded man that another 
meeting of committees from both org- 
anizations was to be held. 

4th. We would further call attention 
to that part of the resolution wherein 
he states that the right of the Iron 
Workers to this class of work is disput- 
ed by several trades affillated with the 
Department, and yet we fail to find 
wherein the Iron Workers have ever 
held a conference with any other org- 
anization, excepting the Lathers’, fa 
reference to this work, and in accord- 
ance with the Constitution of the De- 
partment, and, we might add, that upon 
this question we have neither agreed 
nor disagreed. The representatives of 
the both organizations have gone on 
record as agreeing to hold another 
meeting and submitting further prop- 
ositions to be considered, as the above 
evidence clearly shows. 

We would further call attention to 
the fact that the substitute motion for 
the committee’s report was offered by 
Delegate Duffy and which was duly sec- 
onded, entertained and stated by the 
Chair, never was acted upon by the 
Convention, and in this case we further 
contend that the Chairman of the Con- 
vention seriously erred in allowing the 
main question, which was the report of 
the committee upon tne resolution to 
take precedence over the substitute, as 
offered by Delegate Duffy. This action 
of the Chairman, we contend, was in 
direct violation of any code of rules on 
Parliamentry Procedure, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the Report of the 
Committee on Rules and Order, which 
was adopted by the Convention, specifi- 
cally stated that Roberts’ Rules of 
Order was to govern all question not 
stated therein the report. 

We desire to say, in conclusion, that 
we are and have always been ready 
and willing to abide by the decision of 
the Building Trades’ Department, and 
intend to do so when such are render- 
ed in accordance with the established 
laws therein, but in this case in question 
we contend we were taken undue ad- 
vantage of by an organization that had 
previously agreed to meet us in future 
conference, which their president's 
statements in his report to their An- 
nual Convention will show, and after 
thus agreeing to meet us in future con- 
ference, then they turn around and try 
and slip it over on us, “so to speak, 
and succeeded in having the majority 
of the delegates to the Department 
Convention violate the laws in order to 
assist them to do so. 

We contend that the consideration of 
this resolution by the Convention from 
start to finish was in direct violation of 
the law of the Department and with- 
out authority, and we ask you to give 
this appeal due and careful considera- 
tion. 


The committee reported as follows: 
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Inasmuch as this is an appeal from a 
decision rendered by the Tampa Con- 


vention of the Building Trades, your 
committee recommends that it be re 
ferred to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, the first 
court of appeals. 

On motion, the report 
‘committee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegates Her- 
bert Crampton and James Reid of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners: 


WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Society 
of Carpenters and Joiners is a self-sus- 
taining,.autonomous and independently 
financed international unlon, affiliat- 
ed with National Congresses, Councils, 
and Executive bodies of labor in the 
various countries in which the society 
operates, more especially the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, with which 
affiliation has been complete for nearly 
twenty years; and 


WHEREAS, The income for American 
districts has been for the past two 
years $321,842.80, and the expenditure for 
strikes and lockouts, unemployed bene- 
fit, sick benefit, death benefit, accident 
benefit, tool insurance, traveling bene-. 
fits, superannuation benefits, and as- 
sistance to other trades of $158,852.86; 
an 
WHEREAS, At the second convention 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Tampa, Florida, October, 1909, a recom- 
mendation following a report upon & 
local matter of dispute was presented 
and referred to as a plan, which in 
substance was as follows: “To wrest 
from the Amalgamated Society its 
autonomy and organic entity,” to place 
all its funds in the hands of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, this plan was not endorsed 
by the Tampa Convention; and 

WHEREAS, A so-called minority re- 
port introduced by one member of an 
Adjustment Committee at the Tampa 
Convention was passed by a viva-voce 
vote despite the fact that a substitute 
motion was duly made and seconded, 
the sald minority report having for its 
object the ordering of internat onal of- 
ficers to do and perform certain acts 
contrary to the Constitution of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners, besides imposing conditions 
and time of consolidation so vaguely 
presented as to prevent intelligent ac- 
tion thereon; and 

WHEREAS, These destructive acts 
can only have been conceived by minds 
in collusion for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the dissolution or disintegration 
of the Amalgamated Soclety of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners to be followed by in- 
roads upon other bona-fide organiza- 
tions, their autonomy and their funds; 
therefore. be It 

RESOLVED, By this 29th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the Executive officers of 


of the 
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the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed, and they are hereby instruct- 
ed, to desist from further attempting 
to consolidate the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners with 
any organization or to send, or cause 
to be sent, any committee to confer 
with the general officers of the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners under the conditions laid down 
in the minority report referred to. 

The committee reported as follows: 


"As this is an appeal from a decision 
rendered by the Tampa Convention of 
the Building Trades Department, your 
committee recommends that It be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, the first 


court of appeals. 
On motion, the report of the 
mittee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegates D. 
D’Alessandro, H. P. Smith and D. 
Kirby of the International Hod Carriers’ 
and Building Laborers’ Union: 


We, the undersigned delegates to the 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, repre- 
senting the International Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers’ Union of 
America, appeal from the decision of 
the Committee on Adjustment at the Sec- 
ond Annual Convention of the Bullding 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L. 
to this, the Twenty-ninth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and we ask that the charter 
granted to the International Brother- 
hood of Cement Workers be revoked by 
the American Federation of Labor, as 
the jurisdiction of that organization con- 
flicts with the jurisdiction granted to 
the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers’ Union of America, 
which organization was organized and 
granted a charter from the A. F. of L. 
three (3) months prior to the chartering 
of the I. B. of G. W. 

The following is the report of the 
Committee on Adjustment at the Second 
Annual Convention of the B. T. D. of 
the A. F. of L.: 

“We, your committee, recommend that 
where there are existing agreements be 
tween the American Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers and International Union 
of Hod Carriers and Building Laborers, 
they shall remain the same But we 
concede the right to the Cement Work- 
ers to control all laborers working ex- 
clusively at the Cement industry.” 

This report of the Adjustment Com- 
mittee was adopted by the Convention 
of the B. T. D.. and an appeal was taken 
at once hy Delegate H. P. Smith of our 
International Union. 


The committee reported as follows: 


com- 


Inasmuch as this resolution Is an ap- 


peal from a decision rendered by the 
Tampa Convention of the Building 
Trades Department, your committee re- 
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commends that it be referred to the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as the first court of 
appeals. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

The committee recommended that Re- 
solution No. 106 be amended to read as 
follows: 


Resolution No. 106—By Delegates 
Charles A. Cullen, J. Tazelaar, E. Ar- 
rold and Charles J. Eisenring of the 
Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators. 


RESOLVED, That whereas the charter 
of the Local Bullding Trades Council ir 
Syracuse has been revoked by the off- 
cilals of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, which the building trades union- 
ists of Syracuse, N. Y., claim was done 
contrary to all law or precedent, and 
positively unjustifiably in view of the 
fact that said local building trades 
council strictly obeyed the law, and that 
the aforesaid Local Building Trades 
Council retained only as members such 
unions as were in harmony with the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, and in good 
standing in both the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and the Building Trades 
Department, a subordinate branck; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a representative of 
the American Federation of Labor an}? 
a representative of the Building Trades 
Department meet in the city of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., as soon as possible after 
the close of this Convention, make an 
investigation of the subject, and report 
thelr findings to the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
for action. 

A motion was made, and seconded, that 


the report of the committee be adopted. 
The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Tazelaar and Kirby. 
The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 
Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the 
committee—That completes the report 
of the Committee on Building Trades, 
which is respectfully submitted and 
signed by 
WM. D. HUBER, Chairman: 
F. J. McNULTY, Secretary: 
F. M. RYAN, 
FRANK FEENEY, 
WM. J. McSORLEY, 
C. A. CULLEN, 
T. B. CLARK, 
D. D’ALESSANDRO, 
R. P. WALSH, 
CHAS. M. LEPS, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 


WM. A. BRENNAN, 
MATT COMERFORD, 


PETER G. COOK, 
M. O’SULLIVAN, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- | 


DENT'S REPORT. 


Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
Committee, reported as fcllows: 
To the 29th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 


Your Committee on President’s Report 
have carefully considered the subject 
matters referred to us and beg leave to 

ort as follows: 

re your committee has deemed it ad- 
visable to classify the various subjects 
submitted to us in the President’s Re- 
port, the Executiva Council’s Report and 
the various resolutions, in order that 
we might deal with the various subjects 
in a more concrete manner. We have, 
under the general head of injunctions, 
considered the following sub-heads in 
the President’s Report: 

Summary of Injunction, Contempt 
and Appeals. 

Free Speech—Free Press. 

Court of Appeals’ Decision. 

Legisi-tion—Anti-Trust Law — In- 
junction. 

Injunctions. 

Litigation and the Boycott—Judicial 
Opinion. 

In the Executive Council’s Report the 
sub-heads: 

Buck’s Stove and Range Company 
Injunction Suit—Contempt Pro- 
ceedings. 

We have considered separately the 
sub-heads in the President's Report en- 
titled: 

Eight-""our Bill. 

Er 'oyers’ Liability and Automatic 
Compensation Laws. 

Department of Labor. 

Ship Subsidy Bill. 

‘Asiatic Exclusion. 

Census Bill. 

Convict Labor. 

Child Labor. 

Labor’s Practical Political Action. 

Hatters’ Strike—Steel Workers’ 
Strike. 

Porto Rican Labor Movement. 

American Federationist. 

Labor Prı 58. 

Organizers. 

Furopean Tour. 

And also the following from the Re- 
port of the Executive Council: 

President Gompers European Trip. 

Legal Defense Before the Court. 

Legislation. 

Libel Suit. 
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Uniform Laws to Protect Human 
Life. 
Some Supreme Court Decisions. 

We congratulate the members of the 
various unions affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor upon the mag- 
nificent showing relative to the increase 
of membership, financial assistance to 
organizations involved in strikes and 
general progress made during the year, 
under such exceedingly adverse circum- 
stances. We cannot help reiterating the 
expressed opinion of President Gompers 
that the enforcement by the affiliated or- 
ganizations of the slogan, no wage re- 
Guction, enunciated at Boston at the be- 
ginning of a period of trade {impression 
was one of the principal causes of the 
speedy restoration of industrial activity. 
It has demonstrated beyond question the 
economic principal that reductions in 
wages tend to intensify industrial de- 
pression rather than to restore them to 
their normal condition. 


INJUNCTIONS. 


Injunctions in labor disputes are in- 
novations in our modern jurisprudence. 
The original purpose for which injunc- 
tions were issued was to restrain parties 
to any dispute about the title or damages 
to property from interfering with the 
property in question, until the courts 
had determined the property rights in- 
volved. These restraining orders were 
made returnable at the next term of 
court, or at the session of court where 
the cases were to be heard and deter- 
mined, and consequently were never 
permanent, expiring by their own limi- 
tations when the court had convened to 
determine the questions at issue. That 
they are clearly intended to protect pro- 
perty rights, and property rights only, 
is demonstrated by the fact that the 
courts invariably insist upon a bond be- 
ing furnished by the parties suing out 
the writ to indemnify the parties enjoin- 
ed for any.loss that may accrue to them 
by virtue of the writ having been issued. 
When such an order of court has been 
violated it is not a difficult matter for 
the court to determine the actual dam- 
ages, if any, that have been sustained 
through the issuance of the injunction, 
thereby protecting the restrained parties 
against any unwarranted invasion of 
their rights, but when the court issues 
an injunction in a labor dispute, re- 
straining persons in controversy with 
employers from doing those things thct 
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they have a legal and moral right to do, 
and as a result of that injunction the 
contest is lost to the workers, there is 
ho court on earth that can determine 
the damage that has been sustained by 
the persons enjoined, and consequently 
they cannot recover from the _ bond. 
When the court arrogates to itself the 
power to issue injunction never con- 
templated by the rules of equity, and 
in direct violation of constitutional and 
statutory law, and assumes the right to 
issue injunctions for the purpose of en- 
forcing criminal law, it departs from the 
domain of property rights and invades 
that of personal rights in a manner for 
which there can be no excuse except 
that the court thereby becomes the sole 
judge of the law and the fact, and, if 
the parties enjoined are d3clared guilty 
of contempt, the extent of the punish- 
ment. All of which is in direct viola- 
tion of the fundamental laws of the land 
and the Anglo-Saxon concept of human 
liberty. 

The great charter of human liberty, 
the Magna Charta of Great Britain, the 
basis upon which Britisa and American 
freedom rests, in Clause 39 declares: 

“No free man shall be taken or im- 
prisoned, or disseised, or outlawed, or 
banished or any ways destroyed, nor 
will we pass upon him, nor will we send 
upon him, save by the lawful judgment 
of his peers, or by the law of the land.” 

The Bill of Rights enunciated by the 
British Parllament for the protection of 
-the common people and signed by Wil- 
Nam and Mary upon their accession to 
the British throne as a condition upon 
which their title to sovereignty would 
rest, declares: 


“Paragraph 1. That the pretended 
power of suspending of laws, or the exe- 
cution of laws, by legal authority, with- 
out consent of Parliament is illegal. 

“Paragraph 2. That the pretended 
power of dispensing with laws, or the 
execution of laws by regal authority, as 
it hath been assumed, and exercised of 
late, is illegal.” 

The Declaration of Independence de- 
clares: ‘That all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights, and that 
among these are life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness,” and It further assigns 
as one of the causes for the separation 
from the mother country and the estab- 
lishment of an independent government: 


“for depriving us in many cases of the 
benefits of trial by jury.” 

The Constitution of the United States, 
which creates our Judiciary, gives to 
it whatever power it can properly exer- 
cise and limits its jurisdictions, Says: 


First Amendment: Co shall 
make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 

Sixth Amendment: In all criminal 
Prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and a public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shal] have 
been committed, which district shall 
have been previously ascertained by law, 
and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confront- 
ed with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defence. 

Ninth Amendment: The enumeration 
in the Constitution of certain rights 
shall not be construed to deny or dis- 
parage others retained by the people. 

Tenth Amendment: The powers not 
delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively, or to the people. 

Thirteenth Amendment: Sec. 1. 
Neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction. 

It must be apparent to even the most 
casual investigator that the courts of 
the United States hold the same relation- 
ship to the Government of our coun- 
try that the courts of Great Britain 
held and now hold to the regal power. 
No one will contend that any judge in 
Great Britain, either at the time of the 
adoption of our Constitution, or since 
that time could have any greater power 
than that conferred by regal authority 
expressed by the Parliament and ap- 
proved by the King. It naturally fol- 
lows that our courts can have no greater 
power than that granted to them by the 
Constitution. 

When the Constitution granted to our 
Judiciary jurisdiction in equity, it could 
not have conveyed any wider authority 
than that which existed in English jur- 
isprudence at the time of the adoption 
of the Constitution, and the quotations 
we have cited from the Magna Charta, 
the Bill of Rights and the Declaration 
of Independence absolutely deny the 


right of the Equity Courts to infringe 
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upon personal liberty or existing law. 
Our government is not only one of dele- 
gated powers, but also of reserved pow- 
ers. The same instrument that creates 
the judiciary and delegates powers to it, 
reserves all of the powers that are not 
thus delegated to the various states and 
to the people. When, therefore, any 
court assumes to exercise powers not 
delegated to it by the Constitution, it 
invades the rights specifically reserved 
by that document to the states and the 
people; its action becomes void from 
lack of jurisdiction and should not be 
obeyed. 

We are consequently in hearty accord 
with Preside~‘ Gompers when he says: 

When a judge so far transcends his 
authority, and assumes functions en- 
tirely beyond his power and jurisdic- 
tion; when a judge will set himself up 
as the highest authority in the land, in- 
vading constitutionally guaranteed 
Tights of citizens; when a judge will go 
so far in opinion, decision and action, 
that even judges of the Court of Ap- 
peals have felt called upon to character- 
ize his action “unwarranted” and “fool- 
ish”; under such circumstances it is 
the duty of the citizen to refuse obedi- 
ence and to take whatever consequences 
may ensue. 


I repeat and emphasize this fact, that 
the doctrine that the citizen must yleld 
obedience to every order of the court, 
notwithstanding that order transcends 
inherent, natural, human rights guaran- 
teed by the Constitution of our country, 
is vicious and repugnant to liberty and 
human freedom, and that it is the duty, 
the imperative duty to protest. 


Notwithstanding the constitutional 
limitations mentioned, modern injunc- 
tions have taken three distinct lines, 
two of which are unconstitutional, arbi- 
trary and unjust. 


First. Injunctions are issued to pro- 
tect property rights from irreparable in- 
jury where there is no remedy at law. 
That is the only province in which an 
injunction properly belongs. 


Second. Injunctions have unwarrant- 
ably been issued for the purpose of en- 
forcing existing statutory and common 


law, arbitrarily invading the jurisdiction 
of the legislatures and the law courts, 


thus wiping out of existence that pro- 
tection against false accusations that 
free men have fought for and forced 
from the hands of autocratic kings and 
tyrannical governments and defended at 
the cost of their lives from the days of 
Guthram the Dane to the present genera- 
tion of man, the right of trial by jury. 
When the legislative branch of the 


gilt 


government has specified the punishment 
for any violation of law, it has pro- 
vided what, in its Judgment is an ade- 
auate remedy and means of prevention, 
and having provided such remedy no 
court has any right to step in over the 
head of the legislature and provide 
another remedy. 

Third. Modern American courts as- 
sume the right to issue injunctions in- 
terfering with the personal rights of 
man in exercising free speech, free press, 
peaceable assemblage, and in their per- 
sonal relationship with each other. The 
rights of free speech, free press and 
peaceable assemblage are specifically 
guaranteed by the Constitution. They | 
are the fundamental safeguards of a 
free people which neither courts, kings 
nor cajolery should be permitted to 
destroy. The personal relationship be- 
tween man and man comes clearly with- 
in the jurisdiction of the law courts and 
has no place in the courts of equity, un- 
less upon the assumption by the courts 
that man is property, an assumption re- 
pugnant to the sense of right of all 
civilized communities and specifically 
forbidden by the XIII Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. It 
is under this class of injunctions that 
the courts have assumed jurisdiction in 
the now famous Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company case. 

In this case, the court, in violation of 
the expressed terms of the Constitution, 
enjoins the right of free speech, free 
press and peaceable assemblage, in addi- 
tion to proclaiming the false doctrine 
that patronage and good wil! in business 
is property. 

Business is divided into two elements. 
«The first element, the stock in trade is 
property beyond question. The second 
element, patronage and good will can- 
not by any stretch of the imagination, 
or by any method of reasoning or logic 
be considered the property of the man 
engaged in business. If it is property 
at all. it can only be the property of 
the man who has the patronage or the 
good will to give. 

We are pleased to note that upon an 
appeal to the Court of Appeals of the 
District of Columbia, Chief Justice 
Shephard dissents from the decision of 
the majority of the court. 

The division of opinion of the Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia 
in this case, together with the widely 
divergent opinions expressed by different 
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federal courts in various parts of the 
country, making it practically impossible 
for even those that are learned in the 
law, not to mention the ordinary lay 
man, to determine with any degree of 
accuracy the extent of the jurisdiction 
and powers of our courts in injunction 
cases, shows the imperative need that 
the Supreme Court should pass upon the 
entire subject matter involved. No bet- 
ter case has yet presented itself for that 


purpose than the Buck’s Stove and 
Range case and the contempt proceed- 


ings growing out of it. 

We, therefore, recommend that the 
Executive Council be instructed to take 
such steps as may be necessary to carry 
this injunction case, and the contempt 
cases growing out of it, to the Supreme 
Court of the United States in order that 
we may secure a decision that will de- 
fine our rights in so far as it can be 
done in considering these cases, and we 
further recommend that the Executive 
Council be authorized to raise funds, 
either by assessment or appeal, if more 
be needed, to carry the former recom- 
mendation into effect. No matter what 
position the Supreme Court may take 
upon the cases at issue, our experience 
with injunctions during the past 30 
years makes it necessary to secure such 
legislation as will clearly mark the 
dividing line between Equity Courts and 
Law Courts and prevent the Equity 
Courts from ever again usurping the 
powers of our legislatures and our 
courts of law. 

We have examined H. R. 3058, intro- 
duced in the 61st Congress by Represen- 
tative Wilson of Pennsylvanta, and be- 
lieve it will accomplish the results de- 


sired, if enacted. into law, and that in. 


addition it will remove the strained con- 
struction of the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Law made by the Supreme Court and 
destroy any Possibility of making the 
said Sherman Anti-Trust Law apply to 
the laborer instead of to the product of 
his labor. 

We recommend that this bill be en- 
dorsed, and every effort be put forth 
by the American Federation of Labor 
and its affillated branches to secure its 
enactment into law. 

We deem it Incumbent upon us to em- 
Phasize the warning of President Gomp- 
ers against the so-called “Life-Saverg” 
injunction bills, introduced for the vari- 
ous reasons enumerated. Most of these 
bills concede a statutory right to the 
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courts which they do not now possess— 
to issue injunctions in labor disputes, 
and then provide a trial by jury in con- 
tempt procedings. Our contention is 
that when an injunction is issued in a 
labor dispute, irreparable injury is done 
to the parties enjoined and to the cause 
of labor, which no court can compute 
and no bond can indemnify. The remedy 
lies in remanding the courts to their 
proper functions in law and equity, as 
defined in the Wilson Bill. 

Until some change has been secured 
in the practices of the courts, either 
through Supreme Court decisions, or 
legislative enactment, we recommend 
that every answer to a writ of injunc- 
tion or a citation for contempt shall 
insist upon our constitutional right of 
free speech, free press, peaceable as- 
semblage and freedom from interference 
with our personal rights by the Equity 
Courts, and the denial of their authority 
to assume that anyone has a property 
right In man, his good-will or his pat- 
ronage. 

We cannot pass from the considera- 
tion of this question without entering 
our earnest protest against the unfu- 
dicial and intemperate language of Just- 
ice Wright when passing sentence upon 
Brothers Gompers, Mitchell and Mor- 
rison. 

The report of the committee 
adopted by unanimous rising vote. 


EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 


We agree with President Gompers 
when he says we should press the de- 
mands for a bill for an eight-hour day. 
and express the hope that the Sixty- 
first Congress will enact the Eight-Hour 
Bill into law. 

On motion, the 
mittee was adopted. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY AND AUTO- 
MATIC COMPENSATION LAWS. 


We are pleased to note the increase 
of public sentiment favorable to ‘em- 
Pployers’ liability and automatic com- 
pensation, and commend President Gom- 
pers and the Executive Counctl for hav- 
ing carefully prepared four bills cover- 
ing these important subjects in State 
and federal legislation, and we recom- 
mend that they be endorsed by thia 
Convention, and that, in seeking State 
legislation or endorsing federal legis- 
lation, State Federations of Labor, and 
city central bodies be urged to com- 
municate with the President of the Am- 


was 


report of the com- 
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erican Federation of Labor to secure 
copies of the proposed legislation, so 
Jthat uniformity of action may be ob- 
j tained in the several States. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

Delegate Botterill—This is a question 
in which the labor movement is deeply 
interested, and I think the status of 
the question might be stated by Mr. 
Gompers, or possibly by some of the 
members of the Executive Council, as 
to what prospect there is of the adop- 
tion of a bill of the character proposed 
to be introduced by the Executive Coun- 
cil on behalf of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Delegate Wilson, Chairman of the 
Committee—The same difficulties that 
confront us in asking other federal legis- 
lation confront us when we seek to 
secure federal legislation relative to em- 
ployers’ liability and workmens’ com- 
pensation acts. As every citizen of the 
United States knows, our Government 
is a government of delegated and re- 
served powers. When our Government 
was origindlly created, it was created 
through thirteen States, each of which 
considered itself a separate and inde- 
pendent government, coming together 
and conceding certain powers from their 
own sovereignty to that of a central 
government for their protection. Hence, 
the Federal Government has no power 
in any direction, except those powers 
that have been delegated to it by the 
written Constitution from the States that 
are component parts of the Govern- 
ment. There is no part of that docu- 
ment that specifically grants powers 
along the lines of employers’ liability 
or workmen’s compensation acts. It ig 
true that it does give the Federal Gov- 
ernment the power to regulate commerce 
between the States, and under that 
clause of the Constitution, the Federal 
Government has the power to enact leg- 
islation relative to employers’ liability 
in thoge lines of industry, and also with 
regard to compensation in those lines 
of industry that are engaged in inter- 
State and forelgn commerce. Beyond 
that, the powers of the Federal Govern- 
ment do not extend in these lines. All 
the other powers in that direction are 
reserved to the various States and to 
the people. Hence, It has become ne- 
cessary in the drafting of legislation, 
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to draft several bills that will cover 
the powers granted to the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and bills that can be intro- 
duced in the various States where thc 
remainder of the power rests. It seems 
that, so far as Government employees 
are concerned, and so far as those that 
are engaged in inter-state and foreign 
commerce are concerned, that two bills 
are required in the Federal Congress. 
The other bills are required in the 
State legislatures. Your committee be- 
lieves that, in order to secure as much 
uniformity as possible in legislation in 
the forty-six States connected with the 
Federal Government, that all of the 
State Federations in existence, and the 
city central bodies that are endeavoring 
to secure legislation through their legis- 
latures, should place themselves in 
communication with the President of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
order to secure copies of those bills 
drafted by men learned in the law, so 
there can be uniformity throughout the 
entire country in endeavoring to secure 
this line of legislation. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Crampton, Woll, Wilson, and Pre- 
sident Gompers. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried by unanimous 
vote. 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 


We are in hearty accord with the sug- 
gestion that a demand be made for the 
establishment of a Department of Labor. 
independent of any other department 
under the Government, with a secretary 
at its head, who shall be a member of 
the President's Cabinet, and recommend 
that the resolution adopted at the Bos- 
ton Convention, and quoted in the Pre- 
sident’s report, be reaffirmed. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


SHIP SUBSIDY. 

Every Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, beginning with 
the Detroit Convention, in 1899, has 
gone on record in opposition to ship 
subsidy in any form. We heartily en- 
dorse what President Gompers says in 
his report upon this subject, and re- 
commend that we re-adopt the action 
of former Conventions relative to this 
subject. 

On motion, the report of the 
mittee was adopted. 


com- 
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ASIATIC EXCLUSION. 

We note with YQeret that no progress 
has been made in any definite legisla- 
tion to exclude Asiatics from the United 
States. Japanese, Koreans and Hindoos 
are constantly arriving in ports of the 
Pacific Coast, and though there are 
some departures, their numbers are con- 
stantly increasing. 

We recommend that this Convention 
re-affirm the position taken by the Nor- 
folk and Denver Conventions, to the 
effect that the Chinese Exclusion Act 
be so extended that it will apply to all 
Asiatic races. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


CENSUS BILL. 


We congratulate President Gompers 
and the American Federation of Labor 
upon their successful efforts in secur- 
ing amendments to the Census Bill, 
retaining the printing of the census re- 
ports in the Government Printing Of- 
fice, thereby insuring that the work will 
be performed under fair conditions and 
upon an eight-hour-workday basis, and 
the incorporation of a feature provid- 
ing for the enumeration of the unem- 
ployed and the causes and periods of 
their unemployment. We wish to ex- 
press our sincere appreciation of the 
vigorous and effective efforts put forth 
by the International Typographical 
Union towards securing these items in 
the Census Bill. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

President Gompers—I would suggest 
an addition to the report of the com- 
mittee. I think the committee will havs 
no objection to it. It is simply an ex- 
pression of proper appreciaion of the 
spirit of one of the organizations that 
has been primarily interested in that 
matter—the Internatinal Typographical 
Union. 

Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
committee—The committee has no ob- 
jection to incorporating that as a part 
of the report. 

The motion to adopt the report of tho 
committee was carried. 


CONVICT LABOR. 


We endorse the sentiments expressed 
by President Gompers upon this import- 
ant subject, and urge renewed efforts 
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be put forth to secure the enactment of 


this much-needed legislation. 
On motion, the report of the 


mittee was adopted. 
CHILD LABOR. 


Under this caption, President Gom- 
pers has expressed in clear and concise 
language the entire philosophy of the 
trade union movement on the subjec: 
of child labor, and has made some spe- 
cific recommendations. We commend 
his statement on this subject to the 
careful and thoughtful reading and capn- 
sideration of the members of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor and all per- 
sons interested in the proper protection 
of child life, and we concur in his re- 
commendations, and urge their adoption 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


com- 


LABOR’S PRACTICAL POLITICAL 
ACTION. 
We endorse the recommendations 


made by President Gompers to the meet- 
ing of the Executive Council in April 
of this year, as follows: 


In connection with the -subject of 
legislation, I beg to suggest that inas- 
much as there appears to be little dis- 
position on the part of Congress, par- 
ticularly in its present make-up, to give 
the relief that we should have from the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in so far as concerns the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Law, relief from 
the abuse of the writ of injunction, or 
to enact legislation for the extension 
of the Eight-Hour Law, for the protec- 
tion of seamen’s rights, or for the regu- 
lation of convict labor, etc., I recommend 
that we urge upon organized labor and 
all reform forces to begin an agitation 
and to organize so as to be prepared to 
take action in the next congressional 
election. In centering the effort of la- 
bor and its friends upon congressfonal 
and state legislative action, we shall be 
following the direct instructions of & 
number of conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. emphasized by the 
direction of the Denver Convention. 


The urgent need for the adoption of 
a policy of this character Is expres- 
sively stated by the President under the 
caption of “Convict Labor,” when he 
Says: 


Representatives of such a plastic mold, 
who neither dare to do nor dare to 
openly deny, should be kept home among 
their neighbors, and labor should see to 
it that men from its own ranks go to 
Congress, men who understand what Ja- 
bor is and what laborers want, and who 
will have enough American grit to as- 
sert themselves for the bone, brain and 
brawn of their constituents. The aver- 
age Congressman either doas not know 
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or he does not care. Give us men who 
do know, who do care, and who will 
dare, and labor legislation will then 
come as a natural sequence. . 

We recommend that the development 


of the plans for carrying this policy 
into effect be placed in the hands of the 
Executive Council 

On motion, th report of the com- 
mittce was adopted. 


HATTERS’ STRIKE — STEEL WORK- 
ERS’ STRIKE. 


We congratulate the United Hatters 
of North America upon the now prac- 


tically successful issue of their struggle 
to maintain thetr organization and pre- 


serve fair conditions for their members, 
ard in connection therewith we desire 
to call special attention to the record 
which this organization has made. In 
the struggle were involved 22,000 men 
and women. It has lasted for ten 
months. Only 41 of the 22,000 deserted. 
Ninety per cent. of the 41 were rela- 
tives of employers. 

The Hatters may well be proud of 
the record, and the labor movement may 
feel pride in the struggle made by the 
Hatters’ organization. 

We realize the great odds against 
which the Amalgamated Asociation of 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers and the 
Tin Plate Workers’ International Pro- 
tective Association have been contend- 
ing, in their efforts to protect the rights 
and well-being of workers engaged in 
the iron, steel and tin industries, and 
hope for their ultimate success in the 
great struggle they are now engaged 
in, to the end that every wage-worker 
employed in those industries may be 
thoroughly organized in the unions 
where they properly belong, their wages 
increased and their conditions of em- 
ployment improved. 


As the Convention has already dealt 
with the subject matter, referring it to 
a special committee, we deem it inad- 
visable to make any further comment 
at this time. 


On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. j 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


We are pleased to learn of the im- 
proved condition of the labor movement 
in Porto Rico. We endorse the efforts 
that have been put forth to assist the 
Porto Ricans in their struggle for bet- 
ter industrial conditions and political 
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liberty, and recommend that the efforts 
be continued. . 

We further express the hope that the 
decision of the Supreme Court in the Ay- 
bar libel suit will be of such a nature 
as shall protect the common people of 
Porto Rico against arbitrary invasion of 
their rights. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


Its editorials are par excellence in 
propounding the philosophy of the trade 
union movement, in describing the rea- 
sons for its policy, and pointing out 
the dangers that beset it. Its contribut- 
ed articles are of the highest order, 
dealing with various phases of the trade 
union movement in this and other coun- 
tries, by men who have made a life 
study of the subject. Its influence for 
good wherever it can reach the minds 
of men is beyond calculation. 

The only recommendation we have to 
make is: Subscribe for it. Read it. 
Digest its contents and be guided ac- 
cordingly. 

On motion, the 
mittee was adopted. 


LABOR PRESS. 


The position of your committee on 
the subject of Labor Press is clearly 
expressed in the report of the Com- 
mittee on President’s Report to the 
Denver Convention, as follows: 


We desire to express our thanks to 
the editors of the official journals of 
our National and International Unions, 
as well as to the bona fide labor press. 
We fully realize many of the disadvan- 
tages under which the editors of bona 
fide labor papers have to work, but we 
desire to commend them for their untir- 
ing efforts and devotion to our cause. 
However, we realize that there are pub- ° 
lications issued which masquerade as 
labor papers, but which in reality are 
but vultures upon the body politic, and 
whose columns are open to the highest 
bidder, particularly those bidders who 
are In opposition to our movement. For 
this class of so-called labor papers we 
have nothing but the utmost contempt, 
but would urge upon our members and 
friends, wherever possible, to give their 
support to the regular bona fide labor pa- 
pers. 


We desire to add that there is not 
a pseudo-labor paper published any- 
where in the country that the local labor 
movement in the vicinity of its publi- 
cation is not in a position to know that 
it is such, and if the labor movement 
in a vicinity where such publications 


report of the com- 





WHEREAS, Proceedings st the of- 
ficers of the American Federation of 
Labor were started on August 19th, 1907, 
by a stove and range company, against 
an alleged boycott upon this firm, which 
was given a hearing before Judge 
Gould of the Supreme Court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the result of which 
was the issuance of a temporary in- 
junction, restraining the defendants 
from prosecuting a so-called boycott on 
the products of the Bucks’ Stove and 
Range Company, which injunction was 
later made permanent; and 

WHEREAS, In the appeal to the Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia, 
references to the Bucks’ Stove and 
Range Company were alleged to continue 
to appear in the official organ of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, “The Ameri- 
can Federationist,” and alleged refer- 
ences were made in writings and 
speeches, one incident being a meeting 
held by the Central Federated Union at 
the Grand Central Palace, in New York 
City: and 

WHEREAS, Upon the result of this 
hearing, Judge Wright of the Supreme 
Court of the District found the defend- 
ants guilty, and sentenced President 
Samuel Gompers, Vice-President Mitch- 
ell and Secretary Morrison to terms of 
one year, nine months and six months, 
respectively; and 

WHEREAS, Appeal was taken from 
this decision, and judgment having been 
rendered by the Court of Appeals of 
the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, on November 2nd, 1909, sus- 
taining the decision of Judge Wright; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Central Federat- 
ed Union of Greater New York, represent- 
ingthe largest city central labor body, 
through its duly elected representative, 
protests against this adverse decision of 
the Supreme Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and quote the dissenting 
opinion of Chief Justice Sheppard, in 
saying, “I have heretofore expressed the 
opinion that if the injunction order was 
null and void, because opposed to the 
constitutional provision concerning free- 
dom of speech and of the press,” and 
we request that this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, held in 
the City of Toronto, Canada, instruct 
all national, international and Federal 
labor unions, state federations and city 
central bodies to distribute at once to 
the general membership of the labor 
unions of this country, and to those citi- 
zens who object to the suppression of 
free speech and a free press, a- petition 
for the purpose of filing a mighty pro- 
test with the President and the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and 
that the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be empowered 
to create such funds as may be neces- 
sary to prevent the fulfillment of this 
sentence upon our representatives, Pre- 
eident Samuel Gompers, Vice-President 
John Mitchell and Secretary Frank Mor- 
rison, by means nf an assessment upon 
the general memtership of the Amerl- 
can Federation of Labor, and that no 
effort shall be spared to resist by lawful 
and constitutional means, any punish- 
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ment rendered t the officials of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
any so-called violations of the constitu- 
tional rights of free speech and free 
re 
P The committee reported that the sub- 
ject matter of the resolution was cov- 
ered in another part of the report of 
the committee, and that further action 
on the matter was unnecessary. 
Delegate DeVeaux—I move that the 
resolution be submitted to the Executive 
Council for consideration. (Seconded 
and carried.) 


Resolution No. 23—By Delegates T. V. 
O’Connor, James E. Dwyer, James Ray- 
mond and John J. Joyce, of the Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s Association: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has been unceasing in its ef- 
forts, and unsparing in expense, in an 
endeavor to secure for ts members 
equality before the law, in the right of 
trial by jury where crimes are charged 
against them; and 

WHEREAS, In accord with the spirit 
of the Constitution of this country, 
where crime is charged wherein the 
penalty, on conviction, is imprisonment, 
or a fine, or both, then the accused, in 
all equity at law is undeniably entitled 
to the right of trial by jury, without 
respect to court orders or rules which 
are in conflict therewith; and 

WHEREAS, There is no Constitu- 
tional or Statutory law in force which 
prohibits or restrains any judge pos- 
sessed of legal right to preside over sa 
court (wherein a case is on trial for 
contempt of court, or for violation of 
an injunction, or restraining order is- 
sued by a court) from granting to the 

erson accused the right to a trial by 
ury, if such judge be disposed to ac- 
cord this right: and 

WHEREAS, The acknowledgment and 
concession of this right would add 
vastly to the public esteem for our 
courts, increasing the confidence of the 
people in their integrity and their faith 
n their impartiality; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that it is the first duty 
of every member of this Federation to 
take the necessary and most practical 
course to protect himself individually. 
and the public generally, in the fu 
security of this right, and that this Con- 
vention advise the members of this Fed- 
eration that where such judicial offices 
are elective, that they put entirely aside 
all personal feeling and partisan prejsu- 
dice, and confer their vote only on candi- 
dates for such offices who will fully ac 
knowledge this right, and pledge them- 
selves to concede it, if elected. And 
where such offices are appointive, that 
this rule shall apply to those having 
the power of appointment of such. 


The committee recommended that the 
subject matter was covered in a pre 
vious report, and that no further action 
was necessary. 
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The report of the committee was 


concurred in. 


Resolution No. 53—By W. D. Mahon, 
Cc. O. Pratt and Ben Commons of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street and 
Electric Railway Employees of Am- 
erica: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor is an international movement, 
having for its object the uplifting and 
improvements of the conditions of the 
men and women of toil, regardless af 
the national or governmental boundary 
lines; and 

WHEREAS, It seems from the reports 
that the American Federation of Labor 
is not properly and thoroughly affill- 
ated and united with the workers of the 
Old World; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council are hereby authorized 
to make such arrangements, and to 
affiliate the American Federation of 
Labor with the International Labor Con- 

ess of Europe and such other Interna- 

onal bodies as will properly and thor- 
oughly unite and cement our movements 
with the organized movements of the 
world in behalf of labor. 


The committee recommended that the 
subject matter was covered in a pre- 
vious report, and that no further action 
was necessary. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 


Resolution No. 70.—By Delegation, 
International Seamen’s Union of* Am- 
erica: 


WHEREAS, The Seamen are still sub- 


ject to involuntary servitude—being by 
law compelled to render service or la- 
bor against their will; and 

WHEREAS, Seamen quitting work in 
foreign countries are still, under treat- 
les between nations, treated as criim- 


inals, arrested and returned to their 
masters; 
WHEREAS, Vessels, even those 


which carry passengers, are permitted 
to go to sea with crews, the members 
of which have no knowledge elther of 
their work or the language of the offi- 
cers, thereby sacrificing property and 
human lives to unnecessary dangers 
and loss in the interests of cheap 
transportation by water: and 

WHEREAS. PR. R. 11198. to amend the 
law as relative to American Seamen. to 
prevent under-manning and unskilled 
manning of American vessels. and to 
encourage the training of boys In the 
American Merchant Marine, introduced 
by the Hon. Mr. Spight. of Mississippi, 
is designed to correct these and other 
evils: therefore 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled that we endorse this bill and urge 
its rpeedyv enactment into law. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 
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On motion, 
concurred in. 


Resolution No. 74—By Delegate Chas. 
Dold of the Piano and Organ Workers’ 
International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, It is the o inion o 
that the time has arrived for ‘he ware. 
worker to become independent in the po- 
litical as well as the economic field; and 

WHEREAS, In conformity with these 
views, it is held that, through the for- 
mation of a Labor Party, taking the 
economic platform and Declaration of 
the A. F. of L. as a basis, the various, 
diverse and opposite thought can be 
united for one common Purpose, that of 
Frocuring equity for the wage-worker: 

RESOLVED, That this the Twenty- 
ninth Annual Convention of the A. F. of 
L. urge the early formation of a Labor 
Party. 

The committee recommended that the 
subject matter was covered in a pre- 
vious report, and that no further action 
was necessary. 


The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 


Resolution No. 77—By Delegate Sam 


de Nedrey, C. L. U., District of Co- 
lumbia: 


WHEREAS, The Illiterac test 
most practical means for restricting ine 
present stimulated influx of cheap labor 
Workers npetition is so ruinous to the 

alrea ere, 
foreign. aire y e whether native or 
REAS, An increased head t 

upon steamships is needed to provide 
better facilities, to more efficiently en- 
force our immigration laws, and to re- 
strict immigration; and 

WHEREAS, The requirement of some 
visible means of support would enable 
immigrants to find profitable employ- 
— 

EAS. The effect of the Federa 

Bureau of Distribution is to stimulate 
foreign immigration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the A. F. of L. in 
Twenty-ninth Annual Convention as- 
sembled. that we demand the enactment 
of the flliteracy test. the money test. an 
increased head tax and the abolition of 
the Distribution Bureau; and, be it fur- 

er 

RESNT.VFN. That we favor heavily 
finine the frreien steamships for bring- 
ine debarable allens where reasons for 
deharment could have been ascertained 
at time of sale of ticket. 

The committee recommended concur- 


the recommendation was 


“ rence in the resolution. 


On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 


3 Resolution No. 88—By Delerate W. A. 
exton. of the United 

Carpenters: | ; Brotherhood of 

‚REAS, In view of the fact 

organization of a stronger charactes st 
absolutelv necessary on the Pacific 
coast. and while the international nm_ 
cers of the various organizations have 
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given as much of their time to the work 
of building up the trade union move- 
ment in that locality as their time 
would permit; and 

WHEREAS, This work can be largely 
extended by a visit to the Pacific Coast 
during the coming year by President 
Gompers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor instruct President 
Gompers to pay a visit to such cities on 
Ithe acific Coast as he may deem ad- 
visable during the coming year for 
the purpose of delivering addresses in 


the interest of the trade union move-. 


ment. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 

President Gompers in the Chair. 


Resolution No. 114—By Delegate W. 
L. Johns of the Tri-City Central Trades 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The Labor press of the 
United States has, in the past, rendered 
valuable assistance to the cause of 
Union Labor and, in some sections, 
without sufficient financial support from 
the rank and file; and 

WHEREAS, The need of an up-to- 
date labor press is now more than ever 
necessary; in view of the attitude of the 
various newspapers, controlled by the 
Manı*-rturers’ Association, toward or- 
ganized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention, that the 
vurious central bodies and other organi- 
zations affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
be urged to extend the labor press ever 
financial and moral encouragement, an 
wherever practicable. the central bodies 
place in the field a labor paper that 
will at all times champion the cause of 
labor. 

The committee recommended that the 


subject matter was covered in a pre- 
vious report, and that no further action 
was necessary. ‘ ; 

On motion, the report of the 
mitte was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 139—By Delegates J. 
A. Franklin, N. Quesnel and John 
Dohney, of the International Brother- 
hood of Boiler Makers, Iron Ship Build-. 
ers and Helpers of America: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has recognized the fact that the 
demand for an eight-hour work day ts 
based on a sound economic principle by 
granting it to all workmen directly in 
its employ: and 

WHEREAS. The greater part of the 
Government work is let out at contract 
to private firms who compel their men 
to work ten hours or more per day: and 

WHERILAS, An elght-hour bill cover- 
Ir= nll Gavernment work. contract or 
otherwise, has been pending in Congress 
for several yeare, where it has been 


come 


igeon-holed in an unfriendly committee 
by the enemies of labor; therefore, be it 

RESULV £D, That a letter be address- 
ed to each member of Congress by the 
A. F. of L. and by all organizations aff- 
liated therewith, requesting them to use 
their influence and vote to have the 
cight-hour passed at the next session of 
Congress and to have a clause inserted in 
each of the appropriation bills providing 
that all work done under each appropria- 
tion shall be done at not more than eight 
hours per day; and, be it further 

RESOLV.D, That a cormittee of ten 
be appointed by the Convention to wait 
on President Taft to urge “non him the 
advisability of recommending to Con 
gress the passage of this just legisla- 
tion; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. be authorized 
te arrange for a great eicht-hour demon- 
stration to be held in the City of Wash- 
ington, D.C.. during the next session of 
Congress, and that all trade and labor 
unions in the country be invited to par- 
ticipate in the demonstration. 


The committee recommended that the 
subject mater was covered in a previous 
report, and that no further action was 
necessary. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 142 — By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux of the Central Feder- 
ated Union of New York: 


WHEREAS. The firm of Seigel. Cooper 
Co. of New York, N. Y., carries an 
advertisement the year around in the 
“Federationist,” the official organ of 
the American Federation of Labor. this 
advertisement creates the impression 
that the firm of Seigel, Cooper Co. 1s fair 
to organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, The fir... refuses to recog- 
nize the right of their employees to affill- 
ate themselves with the Unions of their 
craft, and they have for years refused 
to pay the recognized Union wa : and 

WHEREAS, The firm of Seigel Cooper 

Co., during the present year consoli- 
dated the workrooms of both the carpet 
and upholstery denartments with the 
workrooms of the Greenhut Co. The 
Greenhut Co. was operating up to that 
time under an agreement with local 
'nions of Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America. and they em- 
ployed Union men. member- of the 
above Union exclusively. and paid them 
a rate of wages from $24.00 to $35.00 per 
week of eight hours per dav: and 

WHEREAS. The action of the firm of 
Seigel. Cooner Co. in bringing non-union 
men. emploved at the rate of wages 
from $12.00 to $21.00 week into com- 
petition and contact with the Union 
men emploved by Greenhut Companr. 
thus compelling the Union men to m on 
strike In an attempt to compel the firm 
to unionize the shop and nay the Union 
rate of wages and an elght-hour work- 
dav: and 

WHEREAS. The Central Federate? 
Tnion of New York has made efforts 
through committees and by correspond- 
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ence, to obtain an interview with Mr. 
J. B. Greenhut, who is the President 
of both the Seigel, Cooper Company 
and Greenhut Company, with a view of 
settling the strike, r. Greenhut has 
at all times refused to see the com- 
mittee; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation appoint 
a representative to endeavor to adjust 
this matter between the Union and the 
firms of Seigel, Cooper and Greenhut 
Company; be it further 

RESOLV.cD. That, in the event of 
the firm failing to adjust the matter 
within sixty days from the adjournment 
of this .Convention, that the advertise- 
ment of the Seigel, Cooper Company be 
discontinued in the “American Federa- 
tioniat.” 

The committee recommended reference to 
the Executive Council. 


Moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be concurred in. 
The question was discussed at length 


by Delegate Hatch, who moved the fol- 
lowing amendment to the report of the 
committee: That the Executive Council 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
settle the controversy, and falling to 
do so within a reasonable time, at the 
expiration of the contraet held by the 
advertising manager of the Federation- 
Siegel-Cooper Co. be stricken from the 
Federationist. (Seconded.) 
Vice-President O’Connell in the chair. 


The question was discussed by Presi- 
dent Gompers, Delegates Hatch and 
Wilson (W. B.). 


At 12.80 o’clock the Convention was 
adjourned to reconvene at 2.00 o’clock 


D. m. 


ELEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session 





The Convention was called to order at 
2.30 o'clock p. m. Friday, November 
19th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kennedy (A. J.), White- 
head, Kline, Dohney, ay. Monaghan, 
Pfeiffer, Gernon, McGivern, racy 
(Wm. J.), McCarthy, Manlove, Freel, 
Hughes, Lawyer, Ott, Calvert, Cronin, 
Donoghue, Lee (Chs.), Thompson (G.), 
Hoffman, Bruce, Wareham, Ruden, Mau- 
pin, Burkhart, Archer, Martin, Brunet, 

erguson, Anderson, Roberts, Gardner, 
Howell, Smith (A. M.), Roderick, Maw- 
bray, Leibowich. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 


DENT’S REPORT. 


President Gompers announced that the 
report of: the committee on Resolution 
No. 142 was still under discussion. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Tracy, Connors, Wilson (W. B.), 
Murphy and Healy. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that debate close. (Lost.) 

Delegate Hayes (M. 8.)—I move, as a 
substitute, that the Incoming Executive 
Council be recpmmended to use their 
good offices to bring about a better un- 
derstanding between the Upholsterers’ 
Union and the Siegel-Cooper Company. 
(Seconded.) 


Delegate Hatch withdrew the amend- 
ment he had offered, in favor of the 
substitute offered by Delegate Hayes. 

The question was further discussed 


by Delegates Hayes (M. 8.), Kerker, 
Kemper and Furuseth. 

Delegate Wilson, Secretary of the 
committee—While the committee thinks 
the amendment of Delegate Hayes is 
unnecessary, we have no objection to it. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Hayes was carried, and the report of 
the committee, as amended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 152—By Delegates of 
the United Garment Workers: 


WHEREAS, Prison labor, in the use of 
up-to-date and improveu machinery and 
the selling of the time of the convicts 
to contractors at a stupendously low 
figure, with additional Hght, heat and 
rent gratis, has enabled these contrac- 
tors to sell prison output at such low 

rices as to come into keen competition 
n the most unfair manner with 
labor in the open market; and 

WHEREAS, While we are not opposed 
to keeping those who are unfortunate 
enough to be incarcerated in prisons 
employed, yet we feel that such em- 
ployment should be in callings which 
do not come in competition with free 
labor, and instead of the latest im- 
proved machinery being used, and per- 
mitting contractors to benefit, we be- 
lieve that hand labor should be utilized, 
the output lessened. and the men be 
simply kept from idleness: and 

WHEREAS, The United Garment 
Workers of America, and their thousands 
of members, have been great sufferer 
as a result of this prison output o 
shirts, overalls. pants, etc.; therefore, be 


RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor In- 
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struct the delegates to report to their 
respective Internationals, State l'edera- 
tions, central bodies, and local Unions, 
to more than ever oppose the prison 
labor contract system bv refusing to 
purchase said output, and to endeavor 
to have legislation enacted in the vari- 
ous States compelling these contractors 
to. place a label or ticket on said out- 
put, designating it as ‘Prison Made”; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That those desiring fac- 
similes of trademarks, or tickets on 
said prison output in some of the lead- 
ing penitentiaries of the country can 
have the same by applying to the U. 
G. W. of A. 

The committee recommended tnat the 


subject matter was covered in a pre- 
vious report, and that no further action 
was necessary. 

A motion was made, and seconded, 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Altman, Tracy, Landers, Wilson 
(W. B.), Furuseth,  Botterill, McCul- 
lough, Connors and Tobin. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Vice-President Mitchell—I move that 
this Convention reaffirm the action of 
previous conventions on the subject of 
convict labor. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Vice-President O’Connell in the chalr. 


CONCLUSION. 


We learn while at this Convention, 
with deep regret, that there is some 
doubt as to whether the apeal asked 
for by President Gompers, Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell, and Secretary Morrison 
will be granted. We hope and trust 
that the appeal may be allowed, so that 
we may know the position of the final 
judicial tribunal. If it should be denied, 
and Brothers Gompers, Mitchell and 
Morrison be compelled to serve the sent- 
ence ‘mposed upon tnem, we recommend 
that the salaries of Brothers Gompers 
and Morrison be continued, and that 
Vice-President Mitchell be compensated 
at the same rate as if he were in at- 
tendance at meetings of the Executive 
Council . 

A motion was made, and seconded, that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 


Vice-President Duncan—I move to 
amend the report of the committee by 
providing that Vice-President Mitchell 
be paid the same salary as the Presi- 


dent of the American Federation of 
Labor. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan—My reason 
for offering the amendment is that the 
recommendation of the committee pro- 
vides that the present salary of the 
President and Secretary be paid, and 
while I am not posted on Vice-President 
Mitchell's salary at the present time. 
I know that, even at the salary of the 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor, he would still be making a 
monetary sacrifice. 


Delegate Lowe-—I move as an amend- 
ment to the amendment, as the three 
men are going in for the same cause, 
that they all receive the same salary 
as the President of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. (Seconded and carried.- 

Delegate Tracy (T. F.)—I suggest 
that this be the expression of the Con- 
vention. Let it not be said hereafter 
that it is the expression of only a part 
of this Convention. I suggest that we 
take a rising vote to express the senti- 
ment of organized labor of America 
on this question. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee, as amended, was carried by 
unanimuus rising vote. 

Delegate Furuseth—That completes 
the report of the committee, all of which 
is respectfully submitted, and signed, 

W. B. WILSON, Chairman; 
P. J. McARDLE, 
GEORGE L. BERRY, 
OWEN MILLER, 
JOHN A. MOFFITT, 
FRANK DUFFY, 
THOMAS F. TRACY, 
EUGENE SARBER, 
JOHN 8. WHALEN, 
GEORGE P. FOSTER 
CORNELIUS FORD, 
T. J. CREAGER, 

_ ANDREW FURUSETH, Sec'y. 

The report of the committee, as a 
whole, as amended, was adnpted. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate Lynch—I move thet all that 
portion of the President’s report in re- 
gard to the Bucks’ Stove and Range 
Company, the litigation in connection 
therewith, the report of the Executive 
Council, the report of the Committee on 
President’s Report, and Vice-President 
Mitchell’s speech on the same subject, 
be compiled in pamphlet form for pro- 
paganda purposes. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lynch, Delegate Cramptor 
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and Delegate O’Sullivan spoke in favor 
of the motion. 

The motion was carried by unanimous 
vote. 

Treasurer Lennon arose to a question 
ot personal privilege, and made the fol- 
lowing statement: A document has come 
into my possession which reflects in & 
measure upon me personally, and con- 
tains statements regarding the action 
of this Convention that are absolutely 
false. I believe it is only right that it 
should come before the Convention. The 
document as as follows: 


INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


General Office, Box No. 42, Springfield, 


November 16, 1909. 
BY F. J. SULLIVAN. 
To all Electrical Workers, 

Greeting: 

The American Federation of Labor, 
through its law committee has decided 
to repudiate Messrs. Collins and McNulty 
after using all of the m:chinery at their 
control for the past year in an effort to 
reinstate them in the confidence of the 
Klectrical Workers. Every influence has 
been exercised in an endeavor to foist 
these men upon this organization, but 
the committee discovered the misrepre- 
sentations -.ade by the tw» could not be 
tolerated by trade unlonists; further, 
their ignorance of the needs of the wage- 
worker, as r"idenced by the laws that 
they attempted to foist unon the Elec- 
trical Workers through their Chicago 
Convention. 

The American Federation of Labor will 
consider to-morrow, through the recom- 
mendations of the Law Committee, that 
it is high time to forever banish Messrs. 
Collins and McNulty from the American 
Labor Movement. For several days the 


Law Committee has been investigating - 


to learn the facts in the working out of 
the Denver Agreement. They learned 
that it was repudiated bv Collins and 
McNulty. and that Hamilton had de- 
clared himself against the officers of the 
Brotherhood elected at St. Louis and for 
these parties before he left Denver. 
This is a repudiation of Hamilton and 
all that he hae ever said in connection 
with the agreement, as well as for Mc- 
Nulty and Collins. Collins claimed be- 
fore the committee that there were one 
hundred and seventy locals supporting 
his office against the three hundred and 
forty-five sunnortine this office. Presi- 
dent Reid challenged him to produce the 
hooks of his office and we would pro- 
duce ours. and he refused. This admis- 
aion proved the last charge of deceit 
and faleification againat Collins. The 
A EF. of T. intimated to Collins and 
MeNultv that az thee had placed them 
in standing when thev were not entitled 
to it. and thev falled to maintain their 
standing, nothing more could be done. 
For two vears those men have tried to 
hreak un District Counctle eo that the 
Brotherhood would be helpless in strike. 
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They have dissipated all funds they 
could secure, they have tried to split 
our Brotherhood by organizing scab 
wiremen’s locals when their threats were 
unavailing; they secured injunctions; 
employed deputy sheriffs and appointed 
organizers (?) indiscriminately. All to 
hold their jobs. The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has kicked them out as 
discredited, unmitigated liars, false to 
those they have misrepresented and un- 
fit to be in the movement. A week’s in- 
vestigation revealed added deceit and 
falsity each day. Eight months ago the 
controversy could be settled by a rank 
and file vote, but it would throw a de- 


ceitful, disrupting Organizer out and 
hasten the exposure. 
Treasurer nnon of the A. F. of L. 


will ask McNulty to resign (?) Collins 
sneaked back to Springfield to start new 
disrupting schemes, hide the money (7) 
evade Labor rebuke. 


deceit: a disrupting arbitrator. scab lo- 
cals organized, the injunction violated by 
this crowd and dirt thrown in the same 
deceitful manner ¢- cover the violation. 

Treasurer Lennon—On behalf of my- 
self and the committee, I want to say 
there is not one word of truth in that 
statement, and it Is a disgrace to attempt 
to send out a circular of that kind to 
besmirch the character of anyone in the 
movement. The committee has abso- 
lutely no criticism to make of Organizer 
Hamilton in this matter, none whatever. 
The statement that I said anything 
about the resignation of Mr. McNulty 
as President of the Electrical Workers 
is absolutely false and unwarranted. I 
have done what I have been able to do 
in order to bring them together. If 
the parties to this controversy are going 
to bring unity among the Electrical 
Workers, they must suppress the man, 
whoever he be, who will issue a docu- 
ment of that kind. 

President Gompers—The Chair de- 
sires to say that, a few minutes ago, 
just prior to Delegate Lennon’s asking 
for the floor, a copy of the circular 
he has read, with the same signature 
attached, was handed me. This letter, 
addressed to me, accompanied it: 

Toronto, Nov. 19th, 1909. 
Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, Toronto, 
Canada: 
Dear Sir and Brother, —The under- 


signed call to your attention the copy 
of a mimeograph letter sent out from 


Springfield, Illinois, under date of 
November 16th, 1909,. signed by F. J. 
Sullivan, copy of which is hereto 
attached. 


We wish it understood by yourself and 
the delegates to this Convention of thea 
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A. F. of L. that this circular letter 
does not express the sentiments of the 
islectrical Workers represented by J. J. 
Reid, or any of the undersigned or those 
they represent, but is merely the action 
of an individual, and we sincerely trust 
the circular will be considered by your- 
self and the delegates In this regard. 
Trusting that the circumstances will 

be understood and assurine you and the 
delegates to this Convention of our re- 
spect and confidence, we are, 

Fraternally, 

J. J. REID, Gen. Pres.: 

OLIVES MYERS, G. V. P.: 

JAS FITZGERALD, G. V. P.; 

J. A. MONJEAU, Dist. Pres.; 

F. C. HUSE, D.C. P; 

J. W. MURPHY, Gen. Secy.; 

HARRY MEYERS, Dist. Pres.; 

L. W. E. KIMBALI. Dist. Org.; 

H. W. POTTER, Chmn. G. E. B. 


President Gompers—While the gentle- 
men signing this document deny respon- 
sibility, the letter carries with it no re- 
pudiation of the circular. Mr. Reid and 
some of the other gentlemen who signed 
this being present, it would be only fair 
to us all if he might have an oppor- 
tunity to enlighten this Convention upon 
the point suggested by the Chair. 


Mr. Reid—I feel very grateful to the 
President for allowing me the privilege 
of the floor. I feel greatly outraged by 
this letter. I cannot adequately ex- 
press my indignation at the issuing of 
this letter, and desire to repudiate it. I 
intend, as I stated to the Convention 


the other morning. to not only abide by 
the recommendations of that commit- 


tee, but I will go to the limit to see 
that they are carried out. I know that 
ıny colleagues and myself have been 
put in an unfortunate position by more 
than one circular letter. I cannot, at 
this time, say any more, because I feel 
8s) indignant over the matter, but I re- 
pu‘jate it, and all that it carries with 
it. 


Delegate McNulty—I rise to a cues- 
tion of personal privilege. Last year 
one of the gentlemen representing the 
other side was not in Denver. He took 
the position that he was not a party 
to the agreement, and that the others 
had no right to sign an agreement for 
the Brotherhood, binding him. Now we 
find out that one of the gentlemen who 
was in Denver is the author of a letter 
mailed from Springfield the night before 
the committees made its report to this 
Convention. The gentlemen here say 
they repudiate him. You can see what 
our organization has heen “un against” 
during zhe pas: year. * went the limit 
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to bring harmony among the electrical 
workers of this country, and I intend 
to do so in the future; but there is a 
‘mit to everything, and I hope, when 
the next Convention comes, you will see 
for yourselves who will be to blame if 
harmony is not prevailing among the 
electrical workers. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AD- 
. JUSTMENT. 


Vice-President O’Connell, Chairman 
of the committee—Resolution No. 123 
was not reported on by this committee 
yesterday. 


Resolution No. 123 — By Delegates 
Matt Crawford and Michael Murphy of 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers. 


WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Stationary Firemen has with- 
in its membership a large number of 
licensed engineers, par’ larly in New 
York City, who at the nresent time are 
holding engineers’ positions, and who 
refuse to become memb rs of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers, the 
organization to which the rightfully de- 
long; and 

WHEREAS, In the recent difficulty 
between the Brewers’ Association of 
New York and the Engineers, which re- 
sulted in a lo.kout, me: hers of the Fire- 
men’s Brotherhood took the places of 
the Engineers. This action on the part 
of the Firemen assisted the employers 
to defeat the tngineers, and compelled 
them to accept the most unfavorable 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionery Firemen have refused to act in 
conjunction with the Brewery Workers 
and the Engineers in making new agree- 
ments, although repeatedly invited to 
do so. This action of the Firemen in 
holdin~ themselves aloof from the other 
two organizations has at all times as- 
sisted the employing brewers to make 3 
better bargain with the men; therefore, 


t 

RESOLVED. That the International 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen {is 
hereby instructed to prevent these mem- 
bers from interfering with the Engi- 
neers’ positions in time of trouble: and 
when a member of the Firemeu’s Union 
secures a license and becomes an engi- 
neer, he should immediately join the 


organization of that craft: and be it 
further . 
RESOLVED. That In all locations 


where firemen in breweries are members 
of the I. B. S. F., it ix the duty of that 
body to work in conjunction with the 
Engineers in mekine agreements with 
the employers. 

The committee recommended that tha 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. . 

On motion, the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 
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Resolutio: No. 56—By Delegates D. 
D’Alessandro and H. P. Smith of the 
International Union of Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers: 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor hereby declare the 
action of the Building Trade Department 
of the A. F. of L. in orderine a Conven- 
tion of the International nion of Hod 
Carriers and Building Laoorers as null 
and void and in violation of Section 2. 
Article 3 of the American Federation of 
Labor, which guarantees the autonomy 
of each International Union affillated. 


Vice-President O'Connell—This reso- 
lution was referred to the Committee 
on Adjustment from the Committee on 
Laws. Your committee recommends that 
it be referred to the Executive Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred in. . 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
LUTIONS. 


Delegate Frey, Secretary of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 18—By Delegate Harry 
De Veaux of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vi- 
cinity: 


Owing to the fact that the words 
“Musical Compositions” have been left 
out of the manufacturing clause of the 
new Copyright Law, a discrimination of 
more than twenty thousand per cent. is 
in force against American Creative Mu- 
sical Art and its dependent industries, 
thereby depriving many industries es- 
tablished in this country of the rights 
and privileges to which they are fairly 
entitled. 

Therefore, the Music Engravers’ 
Union of America, No. 11809, A. F. of 
L., does herewith request the indorse- 
ment of the following resolution, which 
has already been endorsed by the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York City 
and the Music Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, At a recent session of 
Congress of the United States of Am- 
erica ,a new Copyright Bill was passed 
and enacted into law, which bill, in its 
operation, has deprived many industries 
established in this country of the rights 
and privileges to which they are justly 
entitled: and 

WHEREAS. The wage-earners en- 
gaged in these industries are to a large 
extent members of organized labor, and, 
as such, deem it of great importance 
that such necessary changes be made 
in the present Copyright Law, so that 
the interests of the American wage- 
earner shall be fully protected; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does herewith place 
itself. on record as pledging its support 
to a movement whereby the American 
wage-earner shall receive his full shara 
of the benefits of a reasonable Copyright 
Law, and with this object in mind, the 
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American Federation of Labor does here- 
with request that all organizations inter- 
ested in the Copyright Law appoint a 
committee of three, who shall, in co- 
operation with the Central Federated 
Union of the City of New York, form 
a joint committee, who shall devise ways 
and means whereby certain necessary 
amendments to the Copyright Bill may 
be decided upon, und submitted to Con- 
Sress tor favorable action. 

Resolution No. 18 had been referred 
tc the Committee on Education. That 
committee referred it to the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions. The Committee on 
Resolutions reports concurrence. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Resolution No. 30-By Delegates M. 8. 
Sullivan, R. G. M. Ross, and Thomas 
J. Butler of ‘the A. 8S. M. W.1 A: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has been carrying on a policy 
of disrating the Coppersmiths in the 


Brooklyn avy Yard by discharging 
men for lack of work, and upon re- 
employing the same men they are 
compelled to work for a period of six 


days and sometimes more for less 
wages than they received prior to their 
last discharge, in order to certify that 
they are qualified for the same rating 
they received on all former occasions: 
WHERFAS, All rating im the Navy 
Yard below what they call their first- 
class rating is far below the prevailing 
yarn of wages in the locality of said 
WHEREAS, The Coppersmiths’ Union 
and the men who were directly con- 
cerned have entered a protest on vari- 
Ous occasions, and in each case we 
have received an evasive reply, stating 
that it is not a question of the capacity 
of the employes, but rather the char- 
acter of the work they are called on 
to perform; and 
WHEREAS, The men, after working 
their probationary period at a rating 
less than they had before, and upon 
being elevated to a first-class rate, 
they worked until the work in ques- 
tion was completed, and were laid off 
for lack of work, but instead of re- 
ceiving an excellent discharge for 
workmanship. as they had always re- 
ceived on all previous occasions, and 
such excellent discharge would give 
them the first preference for re-em- 
ployment, they only received a dis- 
charge card marked good, which does 
not give them any preference, only to 
retain their number on the list; be It 
RESOLVED, That we protest against 
disrating of a mechanic below what 
he received when he was discharged 
previously, as we believe no man 
should be asked to serve a period of 
six days after having gone through 
the same formula before on a previous 
occasion; if he was entitled to first- 
class rating before discharge, he should 
be entitled to first-class rating upon 
being re-employed: and be it 
RESOLVED, That we protest against 





the minimum rate of wages in the 
Navy Yard being less than the mini- 
mum rate paid by employers engaged 
in the same class of work in the lo- 
cality of the yard, irrespective of whe- 
ther it Is old work or new work, as old 
work In many cases requires consider- 
able skill In repairing in a satisfactory 
manner, the same being coppersmiths’ 
work, they should not receive 
less than the prevalling rate of 
wages for performing it, as we believe 
it is not a question of the character of 
the work they are called on to per- 
form but rather a question of the pre- 
vaillng rate of wages, believing that 
the United States Government should 
pay wages at least equal. to private 
employers; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we condemn such 
methods of discharging as they have 
entered on recently of discharging a 
man for less rating than excellent if 
he has been entitled to same on pre- 
vious occasions, as we cannot see where 
the character of the work Is involved. lf 
a man takes an old piece of work and 
repairs same in a skilful manner, he 
should be rated as an excellent man, 
thereby retaining him on the preferred 
list, which he has always been entitled 
to before; and be It still further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor take this matter up 
and use every honorable means where- 
by the mechanics in the employ of the 
Government shall receive proper com- 
pensation for their work, and the mini- 
mum rate paid by the Government shall 
not be less than the prevailing rate 
paid for the same class of work by pri- 
vate firms In the locality of the Navy 
Yard in which the work is being done. 

The committee reported as follows: 
As the subject matter of the resolution 
has met with differences of Opinion on 
the part of those directly affected, your 
committee recommends that it be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Re- 
Solution No. 24 be amended to read as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 24—By Delegates A. 
B. Lowe and T. W. Cassidy, of the 
Maintenance of Way Employees: 

Delegate O’Sullivan—What does that 
carry with it? 
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Delegate Frey—It carries with it the 
request that the Executive Council 1s 
requested to use Its best efforts to bring 
about the conditions requested im the 
resolution. 

RESULVED, That we urge the Execn- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to use its best efforts to pro- 
mote the use of arbitration, by the na- 
tions of the earth, for the adjustment of 
all international questions which arise 
und fail of adjustment through dipio- 
matic channels. War which torces man 
to kill his fellow-man, war by which the 
many are forced to sacrifice their lives 
to gratify the passions of a few is re- 
pugnant to the concepts of - r civiliza- 
tion. We view with sincere gratifica- 
tion the growth of an international sen- 
timent opposed to this barberous method 
of the past, ard we urge our Executive 
Council to use their best efforts '- as- 
sisting in the development of those 
principles founded upon man’s duty to 
his fellow-man, which must eventually 
make wars impossible through the ap- 
plication of the spirit and methods of 
arbitration and conciliz on; 

Twenty- 


RESOLVED. That this, the 
ninth Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, views with deep con- 
cern the enormous appropriations- made 
by the Congress of the United States, 
so much in excess of what rigid economy 
would require; we urge upon our Gov- 
ernment the utmost economy of expen- 
diture, consistent with the proper ad- 
ministrations of the affairs of the na- 
tions, thereby lessening the taxation and 
adding to the comfort of the wage- 
earner. We further urge that any in- 
crease of revenue over the just needs of 
honest administration be applied to the 
Payment of the national debt: 


RESOLVED. That copi-s of this reeo- 
lution be sent to the President of the 
United States the presiding officers of 
the Senate and Con ess, and to Chair- 
man Tawney of the ommittee of Appro- 
priations. 


On motion. the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 1683—By Delegates F. 
J. Hayes and W. D. Van Horn of the 
United Mine Workers of America: 


BE IT RESOLVED, That this Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor hereby endorses and affirms the 
resolution adopted by the United Mine 
Workers of America. at its Annual Con- 
vention, held at Indianapolis. Ind.. Janu- 
ary, 1909, as follows: 


WHEREAS, A class of hredatory rich, 
who scarcely know the limit of their 
wealth. is coexistant with countless 
thousands whose roverty ie directly at- 
tributable to their failure to find some 
owner of the means of production to 
employ them: and 

WHEREAS. The denial of the oppor- 
tunity of the willin workers to engage 
in useful labor springs from the fact 
that the means with which the neces- 
saries of life are produced are owned 
end controlled by private individuals 
who are not necessary factors in the 
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field of wealth production, but whose 
only function is to profit by the activity 
of the working class, so long as a mar-* 
ket can be found where the products of 
the workers can be disposed of; and 

WHEKuAS. The workers receive. in 
the form of wages, only a small share 
of what their labor power, with the ald 
of machinery, creates, thus preventing 
them from buying back out of the mar- 
kets the equivalent of what they have 
produced, necessarily causing a glutted 
market; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That we, the United 
Mine Workers of America in Annual 
Convention assembled, recognize and de- 
clare for the necessity of the public 


ownership and operation, and the demo- 
cratic management of all those means 
of production and exchan-e that are col- 
lectively used, that every man and wo- 
man willing and able to work can have 
free access to the means of life. and get 
the full social value of what they pro- 

uce. 

The committee recommended non-con- 


currence in the resolution. 


Delegate Hayes (F. J.)—I was one of 
the introducers of this resolution, which 
was adopted by the last Convention of 
the United Mine Workers of America. 
I desire to say at this time that I feel 
that a discussion of the resolution 
would consume a great deal of the time 
of the Convention, and it would be ad- 
vertised throughout the world that there 
was division in the ranks of organized 
labor. While I would like personally 
to discuss the great fundamental prin- 
ciples of the economic philosophy con- 
tained in this resolution, I deem it 
‘ would be inappropriate at this time, 
when the labor movement of America 
is facing a crisis. While we may dis- 
agree on economic theories, yet when we 
are attacked by the common enemy we 
are one in spirit. In the interest of a 
solidified labor movement, I ask unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to with- 
draw this resolution. 


Delegate Van Horn—As on of the 
introducers of that resolution. and as a 
delegate repreeenting the United Mine 
Workers of America, I desire also to 
say that it is my wish that it be with- 
drawn. I do so not only in the interest 
of those personally interested in the 
persecution of the courts, but for the 
trade union movement of this entire 
country it !s now necessary that we 
stand like a stone wall. 


Unanimous consent being given to the 
request of Delegates Hayes and Van- 
Horn, the resolution was withdrawn. 


Resolution No. 161—By Delegate J. A. 
Kelly, of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
ell: 
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WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese la- 
bor, now greatly allayed by the passage 
and enforcement of the Chinese Exrlu- 
sion Act, has been succeeded by an evil 
similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibili- 
ties, to wit: the immigration to the Uni- 
ted States and its insular territory of 
large and increasing numbers of Japan- 
ese, Koreans and other races native 
of Asia; and 

WHLREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exciu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justification 
in demanding Prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
races native of Asia off"the grounds: (1) 
That the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
can standards in these essential respects. 
(2) That the ractal incompatability, as 
between the peoples of the Orient and 
the United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our impera- 
tive duty to solve in our wn favor, and 
which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our In- 
sular territory in the Pacific. and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that syste:: to the a acific 
Coast and other Western localities of 
the United States. constitutes a stand- 
ing danger. not only to the domestic 
peace. but to the continuance of friendly 
relations between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. in Convention assembled, 
that the terms of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act should be enlarged and extended so 
as to permanently exclude from the 
United States and its insular territory 
all races native of Asia, other than those 
exempted by the present terms of that 
Act: therefore, he it further 

RESOLVED. That these resolutions be 
submitted through the prover avenues 
to the Coneress of the T/nited States. 
with a reanest for favorahle considera- 
tion and action by that hodv. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 


On motion. the recommendation of the 
committe was concurred In. 

On that portion of the President’s Re- 
port under the caption “Immigration.” 
and the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the same cap- 
tion, the committee reported as follows: 
We approve the investigation made and 
recommend continuance of study and in- 
vestigation on the findings. in order that 
results may follow tending toward fur- 
ther restriction of undesirable Immigra- 
tion and to reaffirm the action taken on 
this question bv former conventions. 

On motion. the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
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On that portion of the President’s Re- 
port under the caption “Department and 
Labor Conference,” the committee re- 
ported as follows: The report on “De- 
partment and Labor Conference,” refer- 
red to us from the report of the Presi- 
dent, received our hearty commendation, 
sand we recommend continuance of such 
conferences whenever circumstances 
suggest and the best interests of our 
movement warrant that they be held. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the President’s Re- 
port under the caption, ‘Fraternity of 
Labor,” the committee reported as fol- 
lows. We agree with that part of the 
President’s Report which reads as fol- 
lows: 

“The interchange of fraternal dele- 
gates between the labor organizations of 
other countries and our own has contri- 
buted toward a better understanding of 
our respective movements and aspira- 
tions. 

“The freer and more general mutual 
acceptance of union cards issued by 
bona fide trade unions will cement the 
bonds of unity, fraternity, and solidarity, 
as will no other factor. 

“Let it be known and accepted that 
workers who have manifested their in- 
telligence and concern for their own 
welfare, as well as that of their fellows, 
by membership in bona fide unions in 
their own country. and that they will be 
universally regarded as brothers, and it 
will give an impetus to organization in 
trade unions the world over.” 

The committee further recommended 
the continued fnterchange of fraternal 
delegates among the labor organizations 
of the country, and recommended con- 
tinuation of the acceptance of union 
cards by the affillated international 
unions, for the purpose of more thor- 
oughly cementing international trades 
unionism. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Organized Farmers,” the committee re- 
ported as follows: We approve the ac- 
tion and policy of the Executive Council 
on this subject, and recommend that 
efforts be continued to promote the 
amicable relationship now existing be- 
tween the Farmers’ Unions and _  or- 
ganized labor. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 
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On that portion of the report of the 
„Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Glass Bottle Blowers—Flint Glass 
Workers,” the committee reported as fol- 
lows: We recommend concurrence in the 
action and desire of the Executive Coun- 
cil on this subject. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Old Age Pensions,” the committee re- 
ported as follows: 

Realizing that the development of in- 
dustrial conditions, In their ever-chang- 
ing concentration, weakens the efforts 
of the workers to remain self-reltant, 
and that but for the preservation of the 
economic rights through the efforts of 
organizel labor, they would be entirely 
subject to the control of merciless in- 
dustrial corporations, and that with all 
which can be done, the contest will ever 
be keen, your committee, in furtherance 
of the humane policy of the trade union 
movement, which at all times has given 
its best efforts to help the down-trodden 
and oppressed, ‘ recommends endorse 
ment of the principle of old age pen- 
sions for the poor and needy who, dur- 
ing their active years as wage-earners, 
have contributed to the nation’s wealth 
and prosperity, and ‘are no longer able 
to do so. 

Your committee is conscious of the 
difficulty of establishing a general old 
age pension system in the United States, 
because of written constitutions, or 
Bills of Rights, conceding or guarantee- 
ing specific jurisdiction, both as to the 
limit and to the scope of authority in 
the relationship of the Federal Govern- 
ment in the several States and vice- 
versa, the States to the Federal author- 
ity. And in connection therewith, the 
enormous effort that would be entailed 
by the introduction and passage of a 
uniform pension act in the United 
States. 

We are also aware of the danger of 
a further extension of authority over 
the conditions affecting individuals in 
the several States, by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

In examining this important and far- 
reaching question, obstacles which seem 
almost unsurmountable confront us. 
whichever way we turn. We believe, 
however, that the legislation in ques- 
tion, which will provide the maximum 
of good and secure the results desired 
with the least burden to the nation 
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will be accomplished by requesting the 
Congress of the United States to under- 
take this great, just and necessary 
measure, which has already received the 
sanction and endorsement of several of 
the great nations of the earth. As the 
careful consideration of the best method 
of procedure by the Executive Council 
since the last Convention resulted in 
the unique, but exceedingly adroit, draft 
of a bill on the subject by Congress- 
man W. B. Wilson, and which has been 
presented to you in its entirety in the 
report of the Executive Council, sub- 
mitted at this Convention, we deem it 
advisable to place the stamp of our 
approval upon this bill. And we re- 
commend its introduction for passag3 
by the Congress of the United States, 
so that, from this direct effort, action 
will be secured, either as set forth in 
the bill under consideration or in some 
other practical measure growing out 
from its discussion. In connection with 
our general interests in Canada, we 
recommend the adoption by the Can- 
adian Parliament of an old age pension 
bill similar to the one now in operation 
in the mother country, Great Britain. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 


On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption. 
“Compensation and Liability,” the com- 
mittee reported as follows: Your com- 
mittee appreciates the necessity for leg- 
islation covering employers’ Nability and 
compensation for workmen in industrial 
accidents. Several States have appoint- 
ed commissions to investigate thor- 
oughly all the facts in relation to the 
matter, and we recommend a continua- 
tion of the agitation as set forth In the 
Executive Council’s report on “Compen- 
sation and Liability,” to the end that 
necessary legislation may be enacted. 


On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“Extradition of Russian and Mexican 
Fugitives,” the committee reported 33 
follows: Your committee believes that 
the policy of maintaining a ceaseless 
watch over the authorities charged with 
the administration of the laws relative 
to the right of asylum for political 
refugees should be continued. We agree 
with the statements In this portion of 
the report, and recommend concurrence 
therein, believing that an impartial ad- 


ministration of the law will safeguard 
the traditional rignt of asylum. 

On motion, the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption, 
“anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,” the com- 
mittee reported as follows: Your com- 
mittee has already favorably reported 
resolutions relative to the anti-tubercu- 
losis crusade. These resolutions have 
been adopted by the Convention. In 
addition, we commend the report of the 
Executive Council on this subfect, and 
recommend, in the passage of legisla- 
tive acts on this subject, that proper 
provision be made for the fumigation 
of houses, and especially rooms, which 
patients affilcted with tuberculosis have 
occupied. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee wus adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Lincoln Centennial Observance,” the 
committee reported as follows. We ap- 
prove the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil and recommend the continuance of 
efforts to have Lincoln’s birthday de- 
clared a National holiday in the Unjted 
States, both by the Federal Government 
and by the various States. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“The Passing of Vice-President Max 
Morris and Ex-Secretaries August Mc- 
Craith and Frank K. Foster,” the com- 
mittee reported as follows: Your com- 
mittee concurs in the Executive Coun- 
cil’s tribute of sorrow paid to the great 
loss sustained by our movement in the 
deaths of late Vice-President Max Mor- 
ris, Secretaries August McCraith and 
Frank K. Foster, and {ft is with deep 
regret that we note the passing of those 
three valued men from our midst; and 
as a mark of respect we call upon the 
delegates assembled to extend the heart- 
felt sympathy of all members to the 
families of the deceased in their sad 
bereavement, and that this action by 
the Convention be communicated to 
them. 

The report was adopted by unanimous 
rising vote. 


On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Conclusion.” the committee reported as 
follows: With the conclusion of the re- 
port, which was referred to us we fully 


agree. As therein expressed, we urge 
the necessity for concentration of 
thought on an improved standard of life, 
as well as of increased loyalty and de- 
votion to the labor movement, to liberty, 
to fraternity, and to solidarity among 
the working people. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 163—By Committee on 
Resolutions: 

RESOLVED, That the 29th Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor upon this, its first session in 
the Dominion of Canada, extends its 
most sincere sentiments of appreciation 
and thanks to the officials of the Pro- 
vince of Ontario and the officials and 
citizens of Toronto for the cordiality of 
the welcome extended to us and for the 
generous spirit of hospitality which has 
been so abundantly displayed during our 


sojourn with our Canadian brethren. 
That we express our indebtedness to 


the press of the city for the uniform 
courtesy shown by its representatives, 
for the space which It has given to our 
deliberations, and for the unfailing spirit 
of fairness and impartiality which it has 
invariably manifested in reporting our 
discussions; 

That the local Entertainment Commit- 
tee, representing organized labor, has 
succeeded most effectively in making our 
stay in the City of Toronto a most 
Pleasant one, the careful attention 
shown for our comfort and recreation 
having never been excelled; 

That the Business Men’s Club and 
many other social and fraternal or- 
ganizations have won our heartiest ap- 
preciation for the generous and open- 
hearted welcome and hospitality which 
they have extended to our officers and 
delegates; 

That the wives and daughters of the 
Trades Unionists of this city have de- 
servedly earned our admiration and ap- 
probation by their successful efforts to 
entertain the lady delegates and the 
other ladies attending the Convention, 
and that we hereby express the thanks 
cf the ladies in attendance to this Con- 
vention for the many courtesies shown 
them; 

That the local Musicians’ Union has 
contributed In no small degree to our 
pleasure by their massed band concert, 
excelling in this all other previous 
musical entertainments tendered to our 
delerates: 

That the freedom of sneech, which we 
have exercised without judicial restraint 
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based on superconstitutional and self- 
arrogated authority, has been more in 
conformity with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of a free and self-governing peo- 
ple, free speech and a free press, than 
is possible at present in the United 
States of America; and finally 

That the delegates to this Convention 
are to be congratulated for the ability 
and fearlessness which they have shown 
in applying the sterling principles of 
trade unionism to the questions that 
have been presented to them for their 
consideration and action. 

The resolution was adopted by unani- 
mous vote of the Convention. 

Delegate Fry—That completes the re- 
port of the committee, all of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman; 
THOMAS 8. FARRELL, 
GEO. R. FRENCH, 
B. A. LARGER, 
EDWARD HIRSCH, 
P. J. DOHERTY, 

GEO. B. HOWLEY, 
THOS. F. O'LEARY, 
JOHN C. HARDING, 
HERMAN ROBINSON, 
JOHN T. DEMPSEY, 
D. D. MULCARY, 

W. R. FERGUSON, 
P. M. DRAPER. 


JOHN P. FREY, Secretary. 
On motion, the report of the commit- 


tee, as a whole, as amended, was adopt- 
ed. 

President Gompers—Yesterday ea sec- 
ond supplemental report of the Bxecu- 
tive Council was submitted and printed 
without being read. The first matte: 
contained in the report is an agreemen: 
entered into between the Quarry Work 
ers’ International Union and the Inter- 
national Tunnel and Subway Costruc 
tors of North America. 

I move that tue agreement be rati—ie’ 
by this Convention. (Seconded and car- 
ried.) 

President Gompers—The next questior 
is that under the caption, “Teamsters 
Firemen, Brewery Workers.” 

On motion of Delegate Botteri!l, the 
recommendation of the Executive Coun 
cil was approved. 

On motion of Vice-President Duncan 
the election of officers, fraternal dele 
gates, and the selection of a Conventior 
city was made a special order of bur! 
ness for 10 o’clock a. m., Saturday 
November 20th. 

The delegates of the American Feder- 
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ation of Musicians obtained unanimous 
consent to the introduction of a resolu- 
tion, and presented the following: 


Resolution No. 164—By the Delegates 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians: 


WHEREAS, The American musician is 
in no wise protected by the Alien Con- 
tract Labor Law, and the lack of such 
protection leaves him subjected to cheap 
foreign competition; and 

WHEREAS, The French Opera Com- 
pany of New Orleans, La., has imported 
an alien orchestra, thus displacing 
American musicians; and 

WHEREAS, Before such importation 
was effected a proposition was made to 
the American Federation of Musicians, 
through ‘ local union in New Orleans, 
to submit to a cut in wages, which is 
proof sufficient that the importation of 
said orchestra was made by the French 
Opera Company to avoid the paying of 
the established wages to American 
musicians; and 

WHEREAS, Information has been re- 
ceived to the effect that the management 
of the Land and Irrigation Exposition in 
Chicago, Tll., has succeeded in securin 
the services of a Mexican Band throug 
the courtesy of Pres. Diaz of Mexico, 
free of costs, excepting transportation 
and board; and 

WHEREAS, The allegations of promo- 
ters that the importing of musicians is 
a necessity for the reason, that fully 
qualified musicians to fill all engage- 
ments cannot be procured in this coun- 
try are untrue, as for a matter of fact 
fully qualified American musicians are 
continually out of employment; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention vo 
on record protesting against the impor- 
tation of all alien bands and orchestras 
as unjust, and only made by*the pro- 
ne for the, pu se of evading the 

o e American scale of wages; 
and, be it further 8 

RESOLV nv. That the Executive Coun- 
cil be hereby instructed to call the mat- 
ter to the attention of the Secretary of 
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Commerce and Labor, and take such 
other steps as in their judgment will 
result in the amending of the Alien Con- 
tract Labor Law for the protection of 
the American musicians against the im- 
portation of foreign bands and orches- 
ras. 

Vice-President Duncan, Chairman of 


the Committee on Resolutions—Delegate 
Weber asked me some questions about 
the resolution yesterday, and realizing 
that it was a resolution that might come 
back to our committee, L submitted it 
to the Committee on Resolutions so we 
could take action on it. The Committee 
an Resolutions recommends its adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President O’Connell made a brief 
address to the Convention, in which he 
expressed the pleasure of the delegates 
in the visit of the fraternal delegates 
from Great Britain and Canada, and on 
behalf of the delegates to the Conven- 
vention presented to Messrs. Gill, Clynes 
and Bancroft handsome gold watches 
suitably engraved as souvenirs. 

To Mrs. Gill, Mrs. Clynes and Mrs. 
Bancroft were presented handsome. 
brooches. 

The fraternal delegates expressed elo-. 
quently their thanks for the gifts pre- 
sented to them, and their deep sense of 
appreciation of the value to themselves 
of their contact with the delegates to 
the Convention and the close view of 
the workings of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. They expressed also, 
their appreciation of the hospitalities ex- 
tended to them. 

At 6.00: o’clock p.m., the Convention 
adjourned, to meet at 9.00 o’clock a.m. 
Saturday, November 20th. 
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TWELFTH DAY—Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9.00 o’clock a.m. Saturday, November 
20th, President Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Kennedy (A. J.), White- 
head, Kline, Dohney, Hallinan, Batch- 
elder, Redler, Monaghan, Rickert, 
Schwars, Pfeiffer, Gernon, Sheret, Mc- 
Givern, Hall, McCarthy, Manlove, Freel, 
Evans (Jo.), Golden, Calvert, Smith (O. 
P.), Cronin, James, Lee, Bruten, Hurley, 
Thompson (G.), Bruce (Sam.), Ware- 
ham, Ruden, Maupin, Burkhart, Archer, 
Martin, Brunet, Breen, Dougherty, An- 
derson, Whalen, Roberts, Gardner, Smith 
(A. M.), Roderick, Mawbray, Leibowich. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 
Indianapolis, Ind., Nov. 19, 1909. 


Hon. Samuel Gompers, A. F. of L. Con- 
vention, Toronto, Ont.: 


Farmers’ convention says labor and 
producers must co-operate. Are with 
you for freedom of speech. 


J. D. TUOHY, Chairman. 

Delegate Winn arose to a question of 
personal privilege, and after making a 
brief statement as to his reasons, moved 
reconsideration of the action of the Con- 
vention on Resolution No. 162. The 
motion was seconded, but not carried, 31 
votes being cast in the affirmative and 
73 in the negative. 

Delegate Winn arose to a question of 
personal privilege and desired to make 
some explanation in regard to the reso- 
lution. 

Delegate Murphy arose to a point of 
crder and stated that the matter had 
been settled. Delegate Winn stated that 
all he desired was to have the matter 
referred to the Executive Council, in 
order that a better understanding might 
be brought abeut. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
Delegate Winn be given the privilege of 
the floor to state his position in regard 
to the matter referred to in the resolu- 
tion. j 

Delegate Comerford moved as an 
amendment that he be accorded the 
same privilege. Both the amendment and 
the motion were lost. 

Delegate Ottinger—The question of 


jurisdiction between the Stove Mounters 
and the Sheet Metal Workers has been 
referred to the Executive Council for 
final disposition. May I ask if the 
Executive Council will meet in this city? 
In St. Louis there is a local that has 
drawn away from our organization. Re- 
cently they have said they were willing 
to come back if permitted to do so. We 
would like to know what position we will 
be in by the decision of the Executive 
Council in regard to these men. 

President Gompers announced that the 
Executive Council would meet before 
leaving Toronto. 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

Delegate Mulcahy—I desire to know 
if the Committee on Adjustment intends 
to report on the matter referred to them 
from the report of the Executive Council 
in regard to the endorsement by the 
Executive Council of the label of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 
The committee did not refer to the mat- 
ter in their report. 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of t! Com- 
mittee om Adjustment—The Committes 
on Adjustment did not feel that they had 
anything at all to do with the action of 
the Council in endorsing any kind of 
union label. The matter was submitted 
in the report of the Executive Council, 
but no reference was made by the com- 
mittee to that in the Convention. The 
other matter in the report of the Execu- 
tive Council was treated upon by the 
committee in its report. 

Delegate Mulcahy—I understand the 
duty of a committee is to report on mat- 
ters referred to it. 

Treasurer Lennon—So far as the re- 
port of the committee and the action of 
the Convention is concerned, the matter 
is closed unless a reconsideration is had 
by the Convention. 

Delegate Mulcahy—I move that the 
matter be taken up and the enforsement 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners be withdrawn. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
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Delegates Lewis (T. L.), Mulcahy and 
Treasurer Lennon. 


Treasurer Lennon declared the motion 
made by Delegate Mulcahy was not in 
order. 


Delegate Molter obtained unanimous 
consent to the introduction of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolution No. 165—By Delegate A. 
Molter, from A. M. C. and B. W. of 
N. A.: 

WHEREAS, For the last five years 
.the A.M.C. & B. W. of N. A. have been 
engaged in a struggle with the Meat 
Trust, who are using every means at 
their command to prevent the organizing 
of the Butcher Workmen in their em- 


ploy: and 

WHEREAS, In New York City and 
vicinity the A. M. C. & B. W. of N. A. 
have succeeded in the 
in breaking into the Trust ranks and 
organized about 1,000 members; and 

WHEREAS, The Meat Trust has now 
either locked out or forced on strike 
many of those who have lately cast in 
their lot with the Butcher Workmen; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the 29th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. pledges its 
support, both moral and financial, to the 
A. M. C. & B. W. of N. A. in their strug- 
gle In New York City and vicinity; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. shall designate 
some one general organizer, familiar with 
the New York situation, to work in con- 
junction with the A. M. C. & B. W. of 
N. A. and have a general supervision 
over the situation until this strike and 
lockout is adjusted. 

On motion the resolution was referred 
to the Executive Council of the Ameri- 


can Federation of Labor. 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF OR- 
GANIZATIONS AFFILIATED 
wıTH THE AMERICAN FED- 
ERATION OF LABOR. 


Delegate McArdle, Secretary of the 
Committee, reported as follows: 

The meeting of the Executive Officers 
of affiliated organizations represented, 
which was held to recommend to this 
body a course of action to be pursued 
in accordance with the provision of 
Resolution No. 1, third day’s proceed- 
ings, beg leave to report as follows: 

We recommend that a meeting for 
December 18th, 1909, in the City of 
Pittsburg, Pa, at the Monongahela Ho- 
tel, te outline the proper course to be 
pursued. 

Said meeting to be called by the Presi- 
dent or Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; the call to be 


ast five months 


issued to the Executive Officers of all 
affiliated national and international ore 
ganizations. 

We further recommend that this meet- 
ing shall be attended by the President 
of the American Federatiun of Labor or 
by some one appointed by him as his 
representative. 

After a brief d’scussion by Delegate 
O’Sullivan, the report of the Special 
Committee was adopted. 

President Gompers—The hour for the 
special order of business, which is the 
nomination and election of officers and 
the selection of a convention city, hav- 
ing arrived, I will ask President Lynch 
of the International Typographical 
Union to preside. 

Delegate Lynch in the chair. 

Chairman Lynch—Nominations for 
President are now in order. 

Delegate O’Connor—I nominate Sam- 
uel Gompers for President of the Am- 
erican Federation of „Labor. 

Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—I move that 
the Secretary be instructed to cast the 
entire ballot of this Convention for 
Samuel Gompers to succeed himself as 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions of this Convention, I 
herewith cast the unanimous vote of the 
Convention for Samuel Gompers for 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 

Chairman Lynch—In accordance with 
the expressed will of the Convention I 
herewith declare Samuel Gompers elect- 
ed President of the American Federation 
of Labor for the ensuing year. 

In response to requests for a speech, 
President Gompers made a brief ad- 
dress in which he expressed his appre- 
ciation of the confidence reposed in him 
by the delegates to the Convention. 

Chairman Lynch—Nominations for 
First Vice-President are now in order. 

Delegate Frey, in placing in nomina- 
tion a candiate for First Vice-President, 
said in part: I think it is fortunate 
that the man I desire to place in nom- 
ination is so well known, and we are all 
£0 familiar with his work and his stand- 
ing in our movement, that it is unneces- 
sary for me to.say much respecting him. 
It would be almost impossible to add 
anything to the knowledge the delegates 
already possess. I merely desire to say 


Bu 


that there has never been a peroid when 
we have required strong men for our 
leaders—men whose knowledge of our 
movement was more extensive, men 
whose courage was more unquestioned— 
more than at the present time. I desire 
to place in nomination a man who has 
always been known as true to his con- 
victiors, a man who has always stood 
like the everlasting granite of the New 
England hills for what he thought was 
right. I take great pleasure, therefore, 
in placing in nomination for First-Vice- 
President, James Duncan. 

The nomination was 
Delegate Ross. 

On motion, the Secretary was instruct- 
ed to cast one ballot for Vice-President 
Duncan as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for First Vice-President of 
the American Federation of Labor. The 
Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, and James Dun- 
can was declared by the chairman duly 
elected First Vice-President for the en- 
suing term. 


In a brief address Vice-President Dun- 
can thanked the Convention for his re- 
election. 


Treasurer Lennon, in nominating John 
Mitchell for Second Vice-President, said 
in part: <A few years ago there came 
among us a young man. He had already 
attained a degree of popularity and had 
secured most beneficent results for the 
people of his own organization. Since 
he has come among us, by his advocacy 
of the rights of men, of protection of 
women and children, our respect for him 
has materially increased and our love 
for him has grown with our respect. 
There is no man in the labor movement 
of this country or of the world who to- 
day stands, in the estimation of the 
working people of our country and of 
the world, higher than the man I desire 
to nominate for the position of Second 
Vice-President. The work he did for 
the miners made it possible for them 
to be men and to maintain their families 
as the families of workingmen should be 
maintained. The work he has done for 
organized labor and for unorganized la- 
bor has placed him In an exalted posi- 
tion that can never be changed by the 
edict of any court, for his work is 
written upon the hearts of the men and 
women who labor. 

T will not take up any more of your 
time except to say that it gives me the 
greatest pleasure and satisfaction to 


seconded by 
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nominate John Mitchell for Second 
Vice-President. 

Delegate Daly (T. M.)—I take this 
opportunity of showing the deep interest 
and profound belief and trust our or- 
ganization has in the gentleman who 
has just been placed in nomination. I 
know I am voicing the sentiment of 
ninety-nine per cent. of our membership 
when I say we have unquestioned trust 
and confidence in John Mitchell. 

On motion, the Secretary was instruct- 
ed to cast one ballot for Vice-President 
Mitchell as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention. The Secretary complied 
with the instructions of the Convention 
and John Mitchell was declared by the 
Chairman duly elected Second Vice- 
President for the ensuing term. 

In response to requests for a speech, 
Vice-President Mitchell spoke at some 
length on freedom of speech and of the 
press, and thanked the Convention for 
the honor done him. 

Delegate Landers, in nominating 
James O’Connell for Third Vice-Presi- 
dent, said in part: It is not necessary 
to say very much in nominating a man 
for office when it is understood there is 
no opposition to him, but in his work 
on the Executive Council, the man I 
shall nominate has served our best in- 
terests and has held up the hands of 
the other members of the body that has 
dealt with the destinies of our organiza- 
tion between Conventions. I am posi- 
tive that he will continue to do so in 
the future, and I take great pleasure in 
nominating James O’Connell for Third 
Vice-President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Delegate Sullivan (T. 
J.), the Secretary was instructed to cast 
one ballot for James O’Connell as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
Third Vice-President. The Secretary 
complied with the instructions of the 
Convention, and James O’Connell was 
declared duly elected Third Vice-Pres!- 
dent for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President O’Connell made a brief 
address to the Convention and thanked 
the delegates for their expression of 
confidence, evidenced by his unanimous 
re-election. 

Delegate Duffy (T. J.), in nominating 
Denis A. Hayes for Fourth Vice-Presi- 
dent, said in part: I desire to place in 
nomination a man whose record Is such 
that he needs no eulogy at the hands 
of any of the delegates to this Con- 
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vention; a man who has a heart as big 
as his mind is broad; a man through 
whose influence, principally, the or- 
ganization which he represents carried 
its interest in the child workers so far 
that it took the children from the fac- 
tories and placed them in the school 
houses to be educated, and gave them 
the same rate of wages they were re- 
ceiving in the factories until they were 
old enough to be pe:mitted to work un- 
der the laws of the States in which 
they were living. I feel it is a great 
privilege to have the honor of placing 
before you for Fourth Vice-President 
the present incumbent, Denis A. Hayes, 
of the Glass Bottle Blowers. 

Delegate Voll—I rise to second the 
nomination of Denis A. Hayes. We of 
his own trade long ago learned his 
worth, and year after year we have 
learned to have a higher regard for him. 
It is with extreme pleasure that I sec- 
ond the nomination. 

On motion, 
structed to cast one ballot, for Vice- 
President Hayes as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Fourth 
Vice-President. Secretary complied 
with the instruction of the Convention 
and Denis A. Hayes was declared duly 
elected Fourth Vice-President for the 
ensuing term. 

In a brief speech Vice-President 
Hayes thanked the delegates to the 
Convention for the honor of a unani- 
mous re-election. 

Delegate Ryan (F. M.)—I desire to 
nominate for Fifth Vice-President the 
chief executive officer of one of the 
affiliated organizations. The chief 
executive officer who represents the in- 
terests of 200,000 men requires no 
eulogy at my hands. I therefore place 
in nomination for Fifth Vice-President 
Wm. D. Huber, of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Wm. D. 
Huber as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for Fifth Vice-President. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
structions of the Convention, and Wm. 
D. Huber was declared duly elected 
Fifth Vice-President for the ensuing 
term. 

Vice-President Huber made a brief ad- 
dress to the Convention, tn which he 
thanked the delegates for the confidence 
expressed in him by the unanimous vote. 

Delegate Wilson (James)—I desire to 
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place in nomination for Sixth Vice-Pre- 
»luent a man who has never failed te 
lend nis assistance to any organization 
that was in trouble. I consider him one 
of the most able leaders in the entire 
labor movement. No words I can say 
would fittingly tell you of all he has 
done for the cause of labor. The mag 
1 desire to nominate has done wonders, 
not only for his own organization, but 
for any organization that has called on 
him for support. I have great pleasure 
in nominating for the office of Sixth 
Vice-President Jos. F. Valentine, Presi- 
dent of the International Molders Union 
of North America. 

On motion the Secretary was instruet- 
ed to cast one ballot for Vice-President 
Valentine as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention for Sixth Vice-President. 
The Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, end Joseph F. 
Valentine was declared by the Chairman 
duly elected to serve as Sixth Vice-Pre- 
sident for the ensuing ter.n. 


Vice-President Valentine made a brief 
address, in which he thanked the dele- 
gates for the honor conferred upon him 
in his re-election. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank)—A year ago, 
at Denver, we placed a new man on the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. We had known for 
years of his qualifications for such a po- 
sition. We knew he would make good. 
He has made good on the Council; he 
has made good in his own organization; 
he has made good in organized labor. I 
therefore wish to place in nomination 
for Seventh Vice-President Jehn R. Al- 
Pine, of the Plumbers’ organization. 

Delegate Clark—It gives me great 
pleasure, on behalf of the delegation and 
on behalf of every individual member of 
our international union, to secend the 
nomination of John R. Alpine for Sev- 
erth Vice-President. 

On motion the Secretary was instruct- 
ed to cast one ballot for Vice-President 
Alpine as the unanfmous cboice of the 
Cenvention for Seventh Vice-President. 
The Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, and John R. Al- 
nine was declared by the Chairman duly 
elected Seventh Vice-Prestdent for the 
ensuing term. 


Delegate Tanquary—I arise at thie 
time to place in nomination for Efghth 
Vice-President the youngest mam on the 
Counefl. You may not think that when 
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‚cu look at his head, but he is the 
‚oungest member of the Council in point 
of service. Mr. Perham has been Pre;i- 
dent of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
graphers for the past nine years, and 
I do not believe there is a man in the 
United States or Canada who is so well 
known in all the towns of North Am- 
erica as Mr. Perham. In every town 
where there is a telegraph office he is 
well known. The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor placed 
confidence in this brother by appoint- 
ing him to a vacancy that occurred 
through the death of a well-known 
member of organized labor. I believe 
they are satisfied they have not mis- 
plaeed their confidence. I therefore take 
pleasure in nominating Henry B. Per- 
ham, of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
graphers, for Eighth Vice-President of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Lowe—I have very great 
pleasure in seconding the nomination of 
Brother Perham. 

The nomination of Vice-President Per- 
ham was seconded by Delegate Connors 
of the Switchmen’s Union. 

On motion, the Secretary was instruct- 
ed to cast one ballot for Vice-President 
Perham as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention, and H. B. Perham was de- 
clared by the Chairman Eighth Vice-Pre- 
sident for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Perham made a brief 
address, in which he expressed apprecia- 
tion of the confidence reposed in him 
by the delegates in electing him by 
unanimous vote to serve as Eighth 
Vice-President. 

President Gompers In the chair. 

Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—Twenty- 
five years ago we had a young man in 
the labor movement. Since that time he 
has grown grey in the service, and with 
the growing grey it has been a case of 
new wine increasing in value with age. 
He has given many years of faithful ser- 
vice to the movement. He is the Treas- 
urer of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and to the Journeymen Tailors 
Union of North America he Is still their 
“ erand old man.” During the past four 
years it has been my pleasure, as well 
as my privilece. to nominate the gen- 
tleman I am going to nominate to-day. 
I therefore place the name of John 
Brown Lennon before this Convention 
for Treasurer of the American Federa- 
tien of T.abor. 


Delegate Hirsch—I have not had the 
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pleasure of nominating Treasurer Len- 
non in this Convention, as I had thirteen 
years ago in my first convention, but I 
desire to have the honor of seconding his 
nomination. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Treasurer 
Jsennon as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for Treasurer. The Secretary 
complied with the instructions of the 
Convention, and John B. Lennon was 
declared by the chairman duly elected 
Treasurer for the ensuing term. 

Treasurer Lennon made a brief ad- 
dress to the Convention and thanked the 
delegates for their appreciation of his 
services in the cause of organized labor. 

Delegate Miller (Owen)—When th» 
lowly Nazarene, the humble carpenter of 
Galilee, desired to express his commen- 
dation of one of His followers, he said, 
“Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant.” I know of no man in this move- 
ment, or any other, that is so deserving 
of that high compliment as the man I 
am about to place in nomination for 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Tabor, our old “war horse,” Frank Mor- 
rison. 

Delegate McCullough—In behalf of the 
International Typcgraphical Union dele- 
ration, I desire to second the nomination 
of Brother Morrison for election to the 
honored position he has so long and so 
ably filled: and in making this second 
tc his nomination I want to express the 
deep appreciation the International Typo- 
graphical Union, and every member un- 
der the jurisdiction of that union, feels 
in the continued expression of confidence 
ir, our fellow-member. We knew him 
long before the American Federation of 
Tabor knew him. We tried him out in 
the old days and found him not wanting. 
We presented him to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor years ago as a sultable 
man for probably the second most im- 
portant position in its official gift. He 
has been tried by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for all these years and not 
found wanting. Now Mr. Morrison, with 
the modesty and dignity of American 
manhood, is approaching the crucial test, 
the most severe to which it is possible 
to put a man’s fidelity to the principles 
which he has advocated and the cause he 
has espoused, with confidence born of the 
conviction that he is right and standing 
tor the right, and is going steadily for- 
ward without faltering. We as printers 
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uf America are as proud of Frank Morrl- 
son to-day as it is possible for an organ- 
ization to be proud of its members, and 
we confidently present him as a man 
who will not be found wanting in the 
cause of trades unionism. 

Delegate Harding—I desire to second 
the nomination as a representative of 
good old Chicago Typographical Union 
No. 16, in which Secretary Morrison 
holds his membership. 

On motion of Delegate De Nedrey, 
Delegate McCulloch was instructed to 
cast one ballot for Secretary Morrison 
as the unanimous choice of the Conven- 
tion. Delegate McCullough complied 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
and Frank Morrison was declared by the 
chair duly elected as Secretary for the 
ensuing term. 

Secretary Morrison made a brief 
speech, in which he expressed his appre- 
ciation of the confidence expressed in 
him by his fellow delegates. 

President Gompers announced that the 
next order of business would be the 
selection of fraternal delegates to the 
British Trades Union Congress and to 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 

Delegate Lynch—For several Conven- 
tions the British Trades Union Congress 
has been sending us labor members of 
Parliament. Now we have an _ oppor- 
tunity to reciprocate in kind. Perhaps 
the candidate I am going to name is not 
in a strict party sense a labor member 
of Congress, but he is a representative 
of labor in Congress, as is evidenced by 
the bills he has fathered in that body. It 
gives me pleasure, therefore, to nomi- 
nate for the honorable position of fra- 
ternal delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress Mr. W. B. Wilson, repre- 
senting the United Mine Workers of 
America in this Convention, and a mem- 
ber of Congress from Pennsylvania. 

Delegate O’Sullivan—I desire to place 
in nomination as one of the fraternal 
delegates a man who is well known in 
the trade union movement, and espe- 
clally so in one of the States in which he 
has been engaged for many years in 
work in behalf of the United Mine 
Workers of America. He has occupied 
the position as Secretary-Treasurer of 
his district for the past ten years, and I 
trust that some day he may come to this 
Convention as a Congressman as well, 
Brother G. W. Savage, of the United 
Mine Workers of America. 
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Roll Call on First Fraternal Delegate 
to the British Trades Union Congress. 


WILSON—-Kerker, Koch, Barbers’ de- 
legation (191 votes), Kline, Doughert 
(W. J.), Powelsland, Franklin, Quesne 
Dohney, Glockling, Dougherty (J. W.), 
Tobia (J. F.), Hallinan, Agnew, Sprag- 
gon. Batchelder, Kemper, Proebstle, 
Kugler, Ward, Sullivan (J.), Butter- 
worth, Ryan, Butler (J. T.), Sladky, Hu- 
ber, Duffy (F.), O'Reilly, Botterill, Sex- 
ten, Flynn, O’Brien, Reid, Crampton, 
Richardson, Brennan (W. A.), Redler, 
Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French, 
Smith (J. T.). Conway, Manning (D. F.), 
Robinson (Herman), Cable, McManus, 
McNulty, Fay, Monaghan. . eeney, Com- 
erford, Healy, Morton, Mangan, Walsh, 
Rickert, Landers, Altman, Hayes (D. A.), 
Lollo, Wescott, West, Nestor, Duncan, 
Garvey, Coombe, D'Alessandro, Smith 
(CH. P.), Kirby, Kenehan, Morrissey, Ho- 
tel and Restaurant Employes’ delegation 
(222 votes), McArdle, Daniels, Weisen- 
berger, McSorley, Stevenson (E. T.), 
Manning (J. J.), O’Connor. Joyce, Ray- 
mond, Dwyer, O'Connell. Sarber, Fry, 
Keppler, an Lear. Lowe. Cassidy, 
Noyes, Price. Call, Molter, Mine Work- 
ers’ delegation (1,907 1-7 votes), Valen- 
tine, Frey, Humphrey (T.), Wilkerson, 
Jordan, Weber, Miller (O)., Winkler, 
Carey (D. A.), Tazelaar, Arnold, Fisen- 
ring, Cullen, Wilson, Woll, Dold, Foster, 
Donlin, McGiverin, Cook, Alpine, Clark, 


Shirk, Tracy (W. J.), Goltra, Duffy 
(T. J.), Humphrey (T. J.). Berry, 
Sprague. Hall, Vickerv McCarthy, 


Teyler. Perham. Brown, Tanquary. Brag- 
gins, Manlove. Furuseth, Olander, Marsh, 
Huddleston, Hart, Barry, Suarez. Ottin- 
ger, Harshbarger, Lennon, Robinson 
(Hugh), Sweene-- Tobin (D. J.), Hughes, 
Longstreet, Murphy (J. F.). Daley, Gold- 
en. Tansey Lynch, Morrison. Hayes (M. 
S.), Stevenson (H.). McCullough, Con- 
nors, Driscoll, McKinstry. Manuel, Don- 
oghue, Guye, McGivern, McEachern, 
Iglesias (S.). Swenson, McClain, Hirsch, 
Welhauser, O'Leary, Harding, Rist, Brei- 
denbach. Miller (S.), Redding. Aitchison, 
J.eonard, Burke. Fear. Pena. Melms, Van 
Lear (Mrs. T.), Letham. Dougherty (C2 
A. Grace. Whalen. Kelly. Dempsey, 
Kreyling. Byron, Creager Bruce, Voll, 
Dunne. Sullivan (Miss O.), Morris, repre- 
senting 11,974 1-7 votes. 
SAVAGE—Barbers’ delegation (6 
votes). McKee, Winn. Schwarz, Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes’ delegation (146 
votes’ Daly, Rumsev. O’Sullivan, Butler 
(T.). Ross, Mine Workers’ delegation- 
(762 6-7 votes), Mahon. Commons, 
Pratt, Evans, McAndrew. Mulcahy, Ott, 
Menton, Ford. Coughlin, Hynes, Brennan 
(W. J.), representing 1840 6-7 votes. 
NOT VOTING — Ricardo. Kennedy, 
Whitehead. Zuckerman. Mu y (M.), 
Larger, Rosenberg. Moffit. Maher, Pfeif- 


fer, Gehring. Coaklev, Carev (J. T.), 
Gernon. Hannah. Sheret. Paravicini, 
Freel, Evans, McHugh, ervats, Leps, 


Lawver, Hatch, Doherty, Calvert, Hally, 
Jones, Smith (9. P.). Cronin. James, 
Bower, T.ee. Bruten. Hurlev, Thompson, 
Garrett Hoffman. Bailey. Tucker. Took- 
er. Huggins. Bruce (S.). Hornhrook Ko- 
valeski, Johns. Wareham. Miller (H.), 
Ruden, Stewart, Maupin, Burkhart, 
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Archer, Martin, Brunet, De Veaux, Breen, 
I“erguson, Draper, Oliver, Anderson, 
Carlson, Howley, Raleigh, Roberts, Gard- 
ner, DeNedrey, McManus, Howell, 
Smith (A. M.), Roderick, Mawbray, 
Bohm, Iglesias (J.), Somerville, Lei- 


bowich, Curtis, Gill, Clvnes sancroft, re- 
presenting 681 votes. 

Delegate Savage—When I first came to 
this Convention I announced that I 
would be a candidate for fraternal dele- 
gate to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress. I am one of those fellows who 
never give up; I believe in going for- 
ward. I move that the election of 
Brother Wilson be made unanimous. 
(Seconded and carried.) 


President Gompers—Nominations are 
now In order for Second Fraternal Dele- 
gate. : 

Delegate Walker (J. H.), In placing in 
nomination for Second Fraternal Dele- 
gate T. V. O’Connor, of the Longshore- 
men's Union, said in part: In presenting 
the name of the brother I desire to 
nominate for fraternal delegate to the 
British Trades Union Congress, I desire 
to say that since I have been attending 
meetings and observing his work in the 
Conventions, I have become convinced 
that he is heart and soul in the labor 
movement, and in helping those who 
work for a living. He is one of those 
plain, unassuming men who is continu- 
ally giving the very best that Is in him 
to build up our movement. His organ- 
ization Is to-day in a death struggle with 
the employers, and the members of that 
organization, as an evidence of their ap- 
preciation of his abillty and loyalty to 
the movement, have selected him as 
their International President since the 
last Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Denver. If you select 
him as a fraternal delegate I am sure he 
will give a creditable account of him- 
self. I therefore take great pleasure in 
nominating Captain O’Connor, President 
of the Longshoremen’s Association. 

The nomination of Delegate O’Connor 
was seconded by Delegate Connors and 
Delegate Hayes (D. A.). 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Delegate O’Connor as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
fruternal delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress. The Secretary com- 
plied with the instructions of the Con- 
vention and Delegate O’Connor was de- 
clared by the cheirman duly elected as a 
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fraternal delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress. 

Delegates Wilson and O’Connor, in 
brief addresses, thanked the Convention 
for the honor of their election as frater- 
nal delegates to the British Trades 
Union Congress. 

President Gompers announced that 
nominations were in order for delegate 
to the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. 

Delegate Alpine placed in nomination 
John J. Manning, of the Laundry Work- 
ers’ International Union, and said in 
part: I arise to place in nomination as 
a fraternal delegate to the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress a delegate 
who needs no words of commendation, 
since he has long merited your praises 
and recognition for his many estimable 
qualities. I believe you will all agree 
that the brother I am about to nominate 
will fully meet the requirements of the 
mission his friends desire him to suc- 
ceed in. It is my pleasure to place in 
nomination Brother John J. Manning of 
the Laundry Workers’ International 
Union as fraternal delegate to the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. 

The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate McGovern and Delegate Rum- 
sey. 

Vice-President Hayes—I wish to place 
in nomination a man with whose work 
I am familiar. He is President of the 
New Jersey State Federation of Labor 
and deserves commedation for the man- 
ner in which he has developed that 
body and made it a power for good, not 
only to the general movement, but to 
the trade from which I come. He is an 
honest, conscientious worker in the cause 
of union labor, not only one day or at 
one time, but every day in the year. It 
therefore gives me pleasure to nominate 
Cornelius Ford, President of the State 
Federation of New Jersey, as fraternal 
delegxte to the Canadian Trades and 
Labor ‘Songress. 

The noWination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Mortim and Delegate McNulty. 

Roll Call "p election of fraternal dele- 
gate to the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress. \ 


MANNING— Serker, Klapetzky, Nos- 
chang. Fischer, Mote, Dougherty (W. J.), 
Franklin, Ouesnel, Dohney, lockling. 
Dougherty (J. W.), Tobin (J. F.), Hall 
nan, Agnew, Spraggon, Batchelder. But- 
terworth. Ryan. Butler (J T.). Sladky, 
Huber, Duffy (F.). _O’Rellly. Botteri 
Sexton, Flynn, O'Brien, Richardson, 
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Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French, 
Smith (J. T.), Clerks’ delegation (100 
votes), Cable, McManus, Feeney, Comer- 
ford, cKee, Firemen’s delegation (36 
votes), Rickert, Larger, anders, Alt- 
man, Schwarz, Rosenberg, Lollo, West, 
Nestor, Garvey, Coombe, Morrissey, Mc- 
Ardle, Daniels, Weisenberger, McSorley, 
O’Connor, Joyce, Raymond, Dwyer, Lowe, 
Cassidy, Noves, Call, Molter, Daly, Rum- 
sey, O’Sullivan, Butler (T.),’Ross, Mit- 
chell, Walker, Wilson, Hayes (F. J.), 
Valentine, Frey, Humphrey (T.), Wilker- 
son, Jordan, Musicians’ delegation (198 
votes), Painters’ delegation (447 votes), 
Carey (J. T.), Wilson, Gernon, Woll, 
Dold, Alpine, Clark, Shirk, Tracy (W. J.), 
Goltra, Berry, Sprague, Hall, Vickery, 
McCarthy, Feyler, Perham, Brown, Tan- 
quary. Marsh, Hart, Barr~v Suarez, 
Ottinger, Harshbarger, Lennon, Robin- 
son (Hugh), Sweeney, Tobin (D. J.), 
Hughes, Longstreet Murphy (J. F.), 
Daley, Golden, Tansey, Leps, Evans, Mc- 
Andrew, Mulcahy, Ott, Connors, Menton, 
Driscoll, McKinstrey, Donoghue, McGov- 
ern, Swenson, McClain, Welhauser, 
Hynes, Miller (S.), Burke, Dougherty (C. 
A.), Whalen, Dempsey, Kreyling, Bruce 
(J. W.), Sullivan (Miss O.), representing 
8,980 votes. 


FORD—Koch, Powelsland, Kemper, 
Proebstle, Kugler, Ward, Sullivan (J.), 
Reid, Crampton, Brennan (W. A.ı, Red- 
ler, Clerks’ delegation (50 votes), Mc- 
Nulty, Fay, Monaghan, Winn, Murphy 
(M.), Firemen’s delegation (72 votes), 
Mangan, Walsh, Hayes (D. A.), Wes- 
cott, Duncan. D’Alessandro, Smith (H. 
P.), Kirby, Sullivan (J. L.), Farrell, 
Griffin, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (W. 
Q.), Stevenson (E. T.), Gehring, O’Con- 
nell, Sarber, Fry. Keppler, Van Lear, 
Price, Daly, Lewis, Van Horn, Savage, 
Musicians’ delegation (196 votes), Paint- 
ers’ delegation (149 votes), Foster, Don- 
lin, McGivern, Cook, Duffy (T. J.), Hum- 
phrey (T. J.). Braggins, Manlove, Mahon, 
Ccemmons, Pratt, Furuseth, Olander, 
Huddleston, Lynch. Morrison, Hayes (M. 
S.). Stevenson (H.). McCullough, Jones, 
Manuel, Guye McEachern, Hirsch, 
Courhlin, Harding, Rist, Breidenbach, 
Redding, Leonard. Melms, Van Lear 
(Mrs. T.), Brennan (W. J.), Letham, 
Creager, DeNedrey. Voll, Dunne, repre- 
senting 4.952 votes. 

NOT VOTING—Ricardo, Kennedy, 
Whitehead, Kline, Zuckerman, Moffitt, 
Maher, Kenehan, Manning (J. J.). Pfeif- 
fer, Coakley, Hannah, Sheret, Paravicini, 
I’reel, Evans, McHugh, Gervais, Lawyer, 
Hatch, Doherty, Calvert, Hally, Smith 
(O. P.), Cronin, James, Ford, Bower, 
Iglesias (S.). Lee, Bruten, Hurley, 
Thompson, Garrett, O’Leary, Hoffman, 
Palley, Tucker Tooker, Huggins, Bruce 
(S.), Hornbrook. Kovalesk!, Johns, Ait- 
chinson, Wareham, Miller (H.). Ruden, 
Fear, Stewart, Maupin, Burkhart, 
Archer, Pena, Martin, Brunet, DeVeaux, 
Breen, Ferguson, Draper. Oliver, Grace, 
Anderson, Carlson, Kelly. Howley, 
Raleigh. Byron, Roberts, ardner, Mc- 
Manus, Howell, Smith (A. M.). Roderick, 
Mawbray. Bohm, Iglesias (J.), Somer- 
ville, Leibowich, Curtis. Morris, Gill, 
Clynes, Bancroft, representing 564 
votes. 


On motion of Delegate Ford, the elec- 
tion of Delegate Manning was made 
unanimous. j 


In a brief address Delegate Manning 
thanked the Convention for the honor of 
his election as fraternal delegate to the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 

President Gompers—Because consider- 
able interest is attached to the matter, 
the chair desires to say that, in accord- 
ance with the resoluion adopted by this 
Convention, providing for tlıe amalga- 
mation of the two organizations of Elec- 
trical Workers in one brotherhood, the 
terms providing for a committee of 
which the organization represented by 
Mr. McNulty as president should ap- 
point one member, the organization rep- 
resented by Mr. Reid should appoint an- 
other. member, and the President of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
appoint the third, Mr. McNulty has ap- 
pointed Mr. Frank Duffy, Secretary of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners; Mr. J. J. Reid has appointed 
A. L. Urick, President of the Iowa State 
Federation of Labor, and the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 
has appointed Mr. John P. Frey, of the 


Molders’ Union of North America. 

Vice-President Perham announced 
that at 4.00 o’clock Saturday afternoon 
there would be a meeting of the dele- 
gates representing the Railroad Em- 
ployees’ Department of the American 
Federation of Labor, for transacting 
business. He requested all delegates en- 
titled to seats in that meeting to be 
present. 

Delegate Kirby, President of the 
Building Trades Department, asked for 
a meeting of delegates representing 
bullding trades, immediately after the 
adjournmnt of the Convention. 

At 12.00 o’clock a motion was made by 
Delegate Lewis (T. L.) that the rules be 
suspended and the Convention remain In 
session until its business was completed. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers—The next order of 
business will be the selection of a city 
in which to hold the next Convention. 
Nominations are in order. 


Delegate Kreyling placed in onmina- 
tion the city of St. Louls. The nomina- 
tion was seconded by Delegate Lowe, 
Delegate Spraggon, and Vice-President 
Perham. , 


Delegate Whalen placed in nomination 
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Archer, Martin, Brunet. De Veaux, Breen, 
l'erguson, Draper, Oliver, Anderson, 
Carlson, Howley, Raleigh, Roberts, Gard- 
ner, DeNedrey, McManus, Howell, 
Smith (A. M.), Roderick, Mawbray, 
Bohm, Iglesias (J.), Somerville. Lel- 


bowich, Curtis, Gill, Clvnes sancroft, re- 
presenting 681 votes. 

Delegate Savage—When I first came to 
this Convention I announced that I 
would be a candidate for fraternal dele- 
gate to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress. I am one of those fellows who 
never give up: I believe in going for- 
ward. I move that the election of 
Brother Wilson be made unanimous. 
(Seconded and carried.) 


President Gompers—Nominations are 
now in order for Second Fraternal Dele- 
gate. : 

Delegate Walker (J. H.), in placing In 
nomination for Second Fraternal Dele- 
gate T. V. O’Connor, of the Longshore- 
men’s Union, said in part: In presenting 
the name of the brother I desire to 
nominate for fraternal delegate to the 
British Trades Union Congress, I desire 
to say that since I have been attending 
meetings and observing his work in the 
Conventions, I have become convinced 
that he is heart and soul in the labor 
movement, and in helping those who 
work for a living. He is one of those 
plain, unassuming men who is continu- 
ally giving the very best that is in him 
to build up our movement. His organ- 
ization is to-day in a death struggle with 
the employers, and the members of that 
organization, as an evidence of their ap- 
preciation of his ability and loyalty to 
the movement, have selected him as 
their International President since the 
last Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Denver. If you select 
him as a fraternal delegate I am sure he 
will give a creditable account of him- 
self. I therefore take great pleasure in 
nominating Captain O’Connor, President 
of the Longshoremen’s Association. 

The nomination of Delegate O’Connor 
was seconded by Delegate Connors and 
Delegate Hayes (D. A.). 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Delegate O’Connor as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
fraternal delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress. The Secretary com- 
plied with the instructions of the Con- 
vention and Delegate O'Connor was de- 
clared by the cheirman duly elected as a 
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fraternal delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress. 

Delegates Wilson and O’Connor, in 
brief addresses, thanked the Convention 
for the honor of their election as frater- 
nal delegates to the British Trades 
Union Congress. 

President Gompers announced. that 
nominations were in order for delegate 
to the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. 

Delegate Alpine placed in nomination 
John J. Manning, of the Laundry Work- 
ers’ International Union, and said in 
part: I arise to place in nomination as 
a fraternal delegate to the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress a delegate 
who needs no words of commendation, 
since he has long merited your praises 
and recognition for his many estimable 
qualities. I believe you will all agree 
that the brother I am about to nominate 
will fully meet the requirements of the 
mission his friends desire him to suc- 
ceed in. It is my pleasure to place in 
nomination Brother John J. Manning of 
the Laundry Workers’ International 
Union as fraternal delegate to the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. 

The nomination was seconded. by 
Delegate McGovern and Delegate Rum- 
sey. 

Vice-President Hayes—I wish to place 
in nomination a man with whose work 
I am familiar. He is President of the 
New Jersey State Federation of Labor 
and deserves commedation for the man- 
ner in which he has developed that 
body and made it a power for good, not 
only to the general movement, but to 
the trade from which I come. He is an 
honest, conscientious worker in the cause 
of union labor, not only one day or at 
one time, but every day In the year. It 
therefore gives me pleasure to nominate 
Cornelius Ford, President of the State 
Federation of New Jersey, as fraternal 
delegate to the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress. 

The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Morton and Delegate McNulty. 

Roll Call on election of fraternal dele- 
gate to the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress. 


MANNING—Kerker, 
chang. Fischer, Mote, Dougherty (W. J.), 
Franklin. Ouesnel, Dohney, lockling, 
Dougherty (J. W.), Tobin (J. F.). Hall 
nan, Agnew, Spraggon, Batchelder, But- 
terworth, Ryan, Butler (J T.). Sladky, 
Huber, Duffy (F.), O’Reilly. Bottertl, 
Sexton, Flynn, O'Brien, Richardson, 


Klapetzky, Nos- 
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Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French 
Smith (J. T.). Clerks’ delegation (100 
votes), Cable, McManus, Feeney, Comer- 
ford, McKee, kiremen’s delegation (356 
votes), Rickert, Larger, anders, Alt- 
man, Schwarz, Rosenberg, Lollo, West, 
Nestor, Garvey, Coombe, Morrissey, Mc- 
Ardle, Daniels, Weisenberger, McSorley, 
O'Connor, Joyce, Raymond, Dwyer, Lowe, 
Cassidy, Noves, Call, Molter, Daly, Rum- 
sey, O'Sullivan, Butler (T.),* Ross, Mit- 
chell, Walker, Wilson, Hayes (F. J.), 
Valentine, Frey, Humphrey (T.), Wilker- 
son, Jordan, Musicians’ delegation (198 
votes), Painters’ delegation (447 votes), 
Carey (J. T.), Wilson, Gernon, Woll, 
Dold, Alpine, Clark, Shirk, Tracy (W. J.), 
Goltra, Berry, Sprague, Hall, Vickery, 
McCarthy, Feyler, Perham, Brown, Tan- 
quary, Marsh, Hart, Barrv Suarez, 
Ottinger, Harshbarger, Lennon, Robin- 
son (Hugh), Sweeney, Tobin (D. J.), 
Hughes, Longstreet Murphy (J. F.), 
Daley, Golden, Tansey, Leps, Evans, Mc- 
Andrew, Mulcahy, Ott, Connors, Menton, 
Driscoll, McKinstrey, Donoghue, McGov- 
ern, Swenson, McClain, Welhauser, 
Hynes, Miller (S.), Burke, Dougherty (C. 
A.), Whalen, Dempsey, Kreyling, Bruce 
(J. W.), Sullivan (Miss O.), representing 
8,980 votes. 


FORD—Koch, Powelsland, Kemper, 
Proebstle, Kugler, Ward, Sullivan (J.), 
Reid, Crampton, Brennan (W. A.ı, Red- 
ler, Clerks’ delegation (50 votes), Mc- 
Nulty, Fay, Monaghan, Winn, Murphy 
(M.), Firemen’s delegation (72 votes), 
Mangan, Walsh, Hayes (D. A.), Wes- 
cott, Duncan. D’Alessandro, Smith (H. 
P.), Kirby, Sullivan (J. L.), Farrell, 
Griffin, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (W. 
Q.), Stevenson (E. T.), Gehring, O’Con- 
nell, Sarber, Fry, Keppler, Van Lear, 
Price. Daly. Lewis, Van Horn, Savage, 
Musicians’ delegation (196 votes), Paint- 
ers’ delegation (149 votes), Foster, Don- 
lin, McGivern, Cook, Duffy (T. J.), Hum- 
phrey (T. J.). Braggins, Manlove, Mahon, 
Ccmmons, Pratt. Furuseth, Olander, 
Ffuddleston, Lynch, Morrison, Hayes (M. 
S.). Stevenson (H.). McCullough, Jones, 


Manuel, Guye McEachern, Hirsch, 
Courhlin, Harding, Rist. Breidenbach, 
Redding, Leonard. Melms, Van Lear 
(Mrs. T.). Brennan (W. J.), Letham, 


Creager, DeNedrey, Voll, Dunne, repre- 
senting 4.952 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Ricardo, Kennedy, 
Whitehead, Kline, Zuckerman, Moffitt,: 


Maher, Kenehan, Manning (J. J.). Pfeif- 
fer, Coakley. Hannah, Sheret, Paravicinl, 
T’reel, Evans, McHugh, Gervais, Lawyer, 
Hatch, Doherty, Calvert, Hally, Smith 


(O P.), Cronin. James, Ford, Bower, 
Izlesias (S.). Lee, Bruten, Hurley, 
Thompson. Garrett, O’Leary, Hoffman, 


Bailey, Tucker Tooker, Huggins, Bruce 
(S.), Hornbrook, Kovaleski, Johns, Ait- 
chinson, Wareham, Miller (H.), Ruden, 
Fear, Stewart, Maupin, Burkhart, 
Archer, Pena, Martin. Brunet, DeVeaux, 
Breen, Ferguson, Draper, Oliver, Grace, 
Anderson, Carlson, Kelly, Howley, 
Raleigh. Byron, Roberts, ardner, Mc- 
Manus, Howell. Smith (A. M.). Roderick, 


Mawbray. Bohm, Iglesias (J.), Somer- 
ville, Leibowich, Curtis. Morris, Gill, 
Clynes, Bancroft, representing 564 


votes. 
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On motion of Delegate Ford, the elec- 
tion of Delegate Manning was made 
unanimous. j 


In a brief address Delegate Manning 
thanked the Convention for the honor of 
his election as fraternal delegate to the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 

President Gompers—Because consider- 
able interest is attached to the matter, 
the chair desires to say that, in accord- 
ance with the resoluion adopted by this 
Convention, providing for tlıe amalga- 
mation of the two organizations of Elec- 
trical Workers in one brotherhood, the 
terms providing for a committee of 
which the organization represented by 
Mr. McNulty as president should ap- 
point one member, the organization rep- 
resented by Mr. Reid should appoint an- 
other. member, and the President of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
appoint the third, Mr. McNulty has ap- 
pointed Mr. Frank Duffy, Secretary of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners; Mr. J. J. Reid has appointed 
A. L. Urick, President of the Iowa State 
Federation of Labor, and the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 
has appointed Mr. John P. Frey, of the 


Molders’ Union of North America. 

Vice-President Perham announced 
that at 4.00 o’clock Saturday afternoon 
there would be a meeting of the dele- 
gates representing the Railroad Em- 
ployees’ Department of the American 
Federation of Labor, for transacting 
business. He requested all delegates en- 
titled to seats in that meeting to be 
present. 


Delegate Kirby, President of the 
Building Trades Department, asked for 
a meeting of delegates representing 
building trades, immediately after the 
adjournmnt of the Convention. 

At 12.00 o'clock a motion was made by 
Delegate Lewis (T. L.) that the rules be 
suspended and the Convention remain in 
session until its business was completed. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers—The next order of 
business will be the selection of a city 
in which to hold the next Convention. 
Nominations are in order. 


Delegate Kreyling placed in onmina- 
tion the city of St. Louis. The nomina- 
tion was seconded by Delegate Lowe, 
Delegate Spraggon, and Vice-President 
Perham. 


Delegate Whalen placed in nomination 
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the city of Rochester. The nomination 
was seconded by Delegate Sweeney. 

: Delegate Mahon placed in nomination 
the city of Atlanta, Ga. The nomination 
was seconded by Delegate Jones and 
Delegate Connors. 

Delegate De Nedrey placed in nomina- 
tion Washington, D.C. 

Delegate Walker (J. H.)—I move that, 
no matter what city may be selected by 
the votes of this Convention in which to 
hold the next meeting, if at the time the 
Convention is held President Gompers, 
Vice-President Mitchell, or Secretary 
Morrison be in jail, the officials of our 
organization be instructed to have the 
Convention called in Washington. (Sec- 
onded by Delegate Ross.) 

Fraternal Delegate Gill in the chalr. 

The question was discussed by the 
Vice-President, Delegate De Nedrey and 
Delegate Mahon. 

Delegate Mahon stated as a point of 
order that the motion of Delegate 
Walker was not in accordance with the 
constitution, and therefore out of order. 

The chairman stated that the point of 
order was well taken. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move you 
that the city receiving the highest vote 
by ballot shall be designated as the city 
in which to hold the next Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. (Sec- 
onded and carried.) 

On motion of Delegate Hirsch, nomina- 
tions were closed. 

Roll Call on the selection of a Con- 
vention city. ° 

For St. Louis—Kerker, Koch, Kla- 
petzky, Noschang, Fischer, Mote, Frank- 
in, Quesnel, Dohney, Glockling, Boot 
and Shoe Workers (206 votes), Kemper, 
Proebstle, Kugler, Ward, Sullivan 
(John), Butterworth, Ryan, Butler (J. 
T.), Sladky, Huber, Duffy (F.), O'Reilly, 
Botterill, Sexton, Flynn, O’Brien, Reid, 
Crampton, Brennan (Wm.), Redler, 
Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French, 
Smith (J. T.), Clerks’ Delegation (100 
votes), Cable, McManus, McNulty, Fay, 
Monaghan, Feeney, Murphy (M.), Man- 
gan, Walsh, United Garment Workers’ 
delegation (427 votes), Rosenberg, 
Hayes (D. A.), Lollo, West, Nestor, Dun- 
can, Garvey, Coombe, Hotel and Restau- 
rent Employees’ delegation (295 votes), 
Weisenberger, McSorley, Stevenson (E. 
T.), Longshoremen’s delegation (107 
votes), O’Connell, Sarber, Fry, Keppler, 
Van Lear, Lowe, Cassidy, Noyes, Price, 
Call, Molter, Daly, Rumsey, O’Sullivan. 
Butler (T.), Ross, Lewis, Mitchell, 
Walker, Wilson, Van Horn, Haves (F. 
J.), Savage, Valentine, Frey, Humphrey 
(T.), Wiikerson, Jordan, Weber. Miller 
(Owen), Winkler, Carey (D. A.) Taze- 
laar, Arnold, Eisenring, Cullen, Woll, 
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Dold, Cook, Goltra, Duffy (T. J.), Hum- 
phrey (T. J.), Berry, Sprague, Hall, 
Vickery, Perham, Brown, Tanquary, 
Braggins, Manlov3, Hart, Barry, Suarez, 
Cttinger, Lennon, Robinson (Hugh), 

obin (D. J.), Hughes, Longstreet, Mur- 
phy (J._F.), Daley, Evans, McAndrew, 
Lynch, Morrison, Hayes (Max), Steven- 
son (Hugh), McCullough, Mulcahy, Ott, 
Menton, McKinstry, Manuel, Donoghue, 


Guye, McEachern, Hirsch, O'Leary, 
Harding, Rist, Leonard, Burke, Fear, 
Melms, Van Lear (Mrs. T.), Brennan 
(Wm. J.), Kreyling, Creager, Sullivan 


‘Miss O.), representing 11,746 votes. 
For Rochester—Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers’ delegation (64 votes), Winn. United 


Garment Workers’ delegation (107 
votes), Wescott, D’Allessandro, Smith 
(H. P.), Kirby, Hotel and Restaurant 


Iumployes’ delegation (73 votes) Man- 
ning (John J.). Longshoremen’s delega- 
tion (106 votes), Carey (J. T.), Foster, 
Alpine, Clark, Shirk, Tracy (Wm. J.), 
Sweeney, Letham, Whalen, Dunne, repre- 
senting 805 votes. 

For Atlanta—Dougherty (J. W.), Com- 
erford, Healy, Morton, McArdle, Daniels, 
Wilson (J.). Gernon, Donlin, McGivern, 
Mahon, Commons, Pratt, Furuseth, Olan- 
der, Huddleston, Harshbarger, Golden, 
Tansey, Leps, Jones, Hynes, DeVeaux, 
Dempsey, representing 1.097 votes. 

For Washington — Clerks’ delegation 
(50 votes), McKee, Kenehan, Morrissey, 
DeNedrey, representing 163 votes. 

Not voting—Ricardo, Kernedy, White- 
head, Kline, Dougherty (W. J.), Powels- 
land, Richardson, Zuckerman, Moffitt, 
Maher, Pfeiffer, Gehring, Coakley, Han- 
nah, Sheret, Paravicini, McCarthy, Fey- 
ler, Marsh, Freel, Evans, McHugh, Ger- 
vais, Lawyer, Hatch, Doherty (P. J.), 
Calvert, Hally, Connors. Smith, Cronin, 
Driscoll, James, Ford, McGovern, Bower, 
Iglesias (S.), Lee, Bruten, Swenson, Hur- 
ley, Thompson, McClain, Garrett, Wel- 
hauser, Coughlin, Hoffman, Balley, 
Tucker, Tooker, Huggins, Breidenbach, 
Bruce, Miller (S.), Hornbrook, Kova- 
leski, Redding, Johns, Aitchison, Ware- 
ham, Miller (H.), Ruden, Stewart, Mau- 
pin, Burkhart, Archer, Pena, Martin, 
Brunet, Breen, Ferguson, Draper, 
Dougherty (C. A.), Oliver, Grace, Ander- 
son, Carlson, Kelly, Howley. Raleizh 
Byron, Bruce, Roberts, Gardner, Voll, 
McManus, Howell, Smith, Roderick, Maw- 
bray, Bohm, Iglesias (J.), Somerville, 
Leibowich, Curtis, Morris, Gill. Clynes, 
Bancroft, representing 685 votes. 


Vice-President Duncan asked unani- 
mous consent to the Introduction of a 
motion. He stated that, owing to the 
fact that resolutions were introduced up 
to the close of the fifth day, very few 
reports of committees were made until 
the second week of the Convention. He 
urged that the introduction of resolu- 
tions be limited to the first two days 
of the Convention, and that the Presi- 
dent be allowed to receive resolutions In 
the Convention and after the close of 
the session until midnight of the second 
day, and refer them to the proper com- 
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mittees. He stated further that if this 
plan were carried out the work of the 
Convention would probably be completed 
in nine days. 


Secretary Morrison stated that he was 
opposed to any change in the constitu- 
tion at the close of the sessions of the 
Convention, when a great many of the 
delegates had left the city. 


Delegate Frey—At this time I should 
like to have an announcement by the 
chair as to the scope and authority this 
Convention has given the committee ap- 
pointed in the Electrical Workers’ case. 
Is the power of that committee final and 
binding upon the parties interested, or 
merely advisory? 


President Gompers—The chair would 
prefer that the Convention wquld enter 
into the discussion of this matter, if it 
could be done. When the subject was 
under consideration the understanding 
of the terms of the agreement contained 
in the committee’s report, the agree- 
ment of the Denver convention—which 
was made part of the committee’s report 
—conveyed and implied that the terms 
were binding on both sides and that the 
committee should act in the premises to 
be helpful, and in the event of any dis- 
pute, the committee was to decide. Other- 
wise, there would seem to be no good 
reason for asking each side to appoint 
one member of the committee and the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor to appoint another. I take it that 
the committee had in mind that the chief 


HUGH V. FERGUSON, 
Assistant Secretary. 


executive officers of both sides and the 


President of the American Federation 
of Labor would appoint capable, careful 
men, who would be impartial in their 
efforts to see that amalgamation Is ac- 
complished. 


Delegate Duffy (Frank)—I am not 
quite satisfied with the answer. I am 
appointed on a special committee to work 
to accomplish something If possible, but 
if it is only in an advisory capacity, 
you might as well take me off right now. 
The organization I represent is involved, 
we have been suffering from it, and other 
building trades have been suffering. I 
want to know if the decision of the com- 
mittee appointed by both factions of the 
Electrical Workers and by the President 
is to be final and binding, and settle for- 
ever this question. 


President Gompers—The chair is un- 
der the impression that he firmly and 
emphatically so declared. 


Vice-President O’Connell—I move that 
this Convention now adjourn sine die. 


President Gompers requested Delegate 
Peter G. Cook to lead the Convention in 
singing “Auld Lang Syne.” 

The entire delegation arose and joined 
in the singing. 


The motion offered by Vice-President 
O'Connell was carried, and at 2.00 
oclock p.m. President Gompers declared 
the Twenty-ninth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor ad- 
journed sine die. 


FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary. 
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